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Army,  and  the  expenditures  therefor,  during  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1856.  Statement  of  the  number  of  recruits  en- 
listed in  the 

Army,  of  the  operations  of  his  department  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1856.  Annual  report  of  the  Quartermaster  General 
of  the 

Army,  of  the  operations  of  his  department  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1856.  Annual  report  of  the  Commissary  General 
of  Subsistence  of  the - 

Army,  of  the  operations  of  his  department  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1856.  Annual  report  of  the  Paymaster  General 
of  the - 

Army,  of  the  operations  of  his  department  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1856.     Report  of  the  Surgeon  General  of  the 

Army  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  of  the 

Army,  of  the  operations  of  his  department  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1856.  Annual  report  of  the  Colonel  of  Engineers 
of  the 

Army,  of  the  operations  of  his  department,  and  the  condition  of 
the  improvements  of  the  harbors  on  the  northern  and  west- 
ern lakes  and  rivers  during  the  year  1856.  Report  of  the 
Colonel  of  Topographical  Engineers  of  the 

Army,  of  the  operations  of  his  department  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1856.  Annual  report  of  the  Colonel  of  Ordnance 
of  the 

Army  and  several  military  posts  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1856  Statement  of  the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  issued 
to  the 

Army  on  July  1,  1856.  Statement  of  the  balances  of  appropria- 
tions for  the  service  of  the 

Army  during  the  year  enditg  June  30  1856.  Statement  of  the 
annual  pay,  rations,  servants,  and  forage,  of  each  officer  of 
the 

Army  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the 

Army  Register  for  1857.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting copies  of  the 

Army  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Estimates  for  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the 

Arsenal  at  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina.  A  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  expenditures,  and 
an  estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  the  extension  of  the 

Arsenals  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the 
operations  of  the  national 

Assay  office  of  the  United  States  at  New  York  from  1854  to  1856, 
inclusive.     Statement  of  the  amount  of  the  coinage  at  the.. 

Atlantic  ocean,  during  the  year  1856.  Report  of  the  survey  and 
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Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  copies  of  the  accounts  of  the 
disbursements  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indi  ins  during  the 
year  ending  Jane  30,  1856.     Annual  report  of  the  Second.. 

Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  accounts 
upon  the  books  of  his  office  remaining  unsettled  more  than 
three  years  prior  to  June  30,  1856.  Annual  report  of  the 
Second 

Auditor  of  tbe  Treasury,  of  the  operations  of  his  office  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1856.     Annual  report  of  the  Third .... 
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Civil  list  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Estimates  for  appro- 
priations for  the 

Clerks  and  other  persons  employed  upon  the  survey  of  the  coast 
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Ckrks  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  Navy  Department  during 
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Coffin's  Patches,  Florida.  Estimates  for  an  appropriation  for  restor- 
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Coinage  at  the  assay  office  of  the  United  States  at  New  York,  from 
1854  to  1856,  inclusive.    Statement  of  the  amount  of  the 
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Commerce  and  navigation  of  tbe  United  8tates  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1856.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  tbe - 

Papers  accompanying  the  above  report. 

No.  1.  Statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the 
growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of  the  United 
States,  exported  to  foreign  countries  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1856 

No.  2.  Summary  statement  of  the  value  of  the  exports  of 
tbe  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of  the 
United  Stales,  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1856 

No.  S.  General  statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of 
foreign  countries,  exported  from  the  United  States 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856 

No.  4.  Summary  statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of 
foreign  countries,  exported  from  tbe  United  States 
during  the  year  ending  June  39,  1856 

No.  5.  General  statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of 
foreign  countries,  imported  into  the  United  States 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856 , 

No.  6.  Summary  statement  of  goodp,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  into  the  United  States  in  American 
and  foreign  vessels  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1856 J 

No.  7.  General  statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of 
the  United  States,  exported  from  each  collection 
district  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856 

No.  8.  General  statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of 
foreign  countries,  exported  from  each  collection 
district  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1856 

No.  9.  General  statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of 
foreign  countries,  imported  into  each  collection 
district  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1856 

No.  10.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  American  and 
foreign  vessels,  with  their  tonnage  and  crews, 
which  cleared  from  the  United  States  for  foreign 
countries  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856... 

No.  11.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  American  and 
foreign  vessels,  with  their  tonnage  and  crews, 
which  entered  into  the  United  States  from  foreign 
countries  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856... 

No.  12.  Statemeut  exhibiting  the  national  character  of  the 
foreign  vessels  which  entered  into  and  cleared 
from  the  United  States  for  foreign  countries  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  June  30,  1856 

No.  13.  Statistical  view  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  exhibiting  the  value  of  the  exports  and 
imports  from  each  country,  and  the  tonnage  of 
American  and  foreign  vessels  arriving  from  and 
departing  to  each  foreign  country  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1866 , 
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No.  14.  Statement  of  the  commerce  of  each  State  and  Ter- 
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No.  15.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  American  and 
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States  for  foreign  countries  during  the  year  end- 
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to  which  they  cleared,  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1856 

No.  18.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  and  tonnage  of 
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countries  from  whence  they  arrived,  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1856 

No.  19.  Statement  exhibiting  the  indirect  trade  of  the 
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during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856 

No.  20.  Summary  statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  the  in- 
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year  1856 
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Commercial  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Brazil,  during  the 
year  1856 

Commercial  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Peru  during  the 
year  1856 

Commercial  relations  of  the  United  States  with  the  Argentine  Re- 
public during  the  year  1856 

Commercial  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Uruguay  during 
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Commissary  General  of  Subsistence  of  the  army,  of  the  operations 
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Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  operations  of  his  office  during 
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Comptroller  of  tho  Treasury,  stating  his  inability  to  make  the  re- 
port of  the  balances  remaining  unsettled  more  than  three 
years     Letter  from  the  First .. 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  ac- 
counts upon  the  books  of  the  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth 
Auditors,  and  Register  of  the  Treasury,  remaining  unsettled 
more  than  three  years  prior  to  June  30,  1856.  Report  of  the 
First 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  operations  of  his  office  during 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Annual  report  of  the  Second 

Congress  at  Paris,  respecting  the  rights  of  neutrals  duringwar,  pro- 
tocol of  the 

Connecticut  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost, 
debts,  annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses  of  the  several 
railroads  in  the  State  of - 

Construction,  Equipment,  and  Repairs  of  the  navy  during  the  year 
1856.   Report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 


Papers  accompanying  the  above  report. 

A. — Estimate  of  the  amount  required  for  the  expenditures 
of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  Equipment,  and  Re- 
pairs, for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858 

B. — Estimate  for  pay  of  commission,  warrant,  and  petty  offi- 
cers and  seumen,  including  the  engineer  corps  of  the 
navy,  required  for  vessels  proposed  to  be  kept  in  com- 
mission, including  vessels  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30.  1858 

C. — Estimate  of  the  amount  required  for  objects  under  the 
direction  of  the  Bureau,  payable  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  construction,  equipm  nt,  and  repair,  for  wear 
and  tear  of  vessels  in  commission,  including  fuel  for 
steamers  and  the  purchase  of  hemp  for  the  navy,  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858 

D. — Estimate  of  the  amount  required  for  the  expenditures 
under  the  head  of  "  enumerated  contingent,"  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858 

E. — Vessels  in  comminsion  belonging  to  the  navy  on  Octo- 
ber 1,  1856 

F. — Vessels  in  ordinary,  repairing  and  equipping,  belonging 
to  the  navy  on  October  1,  1856 

G. — Vessels  on  the  stocks  and  in  progress  of  construction 
on  October  1,  1856 

H. — Abstract  statement,  showing  receipts  and  expenditures 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1856,  and  the 
value  of  all  the  stores  on  hand  at  the  various  navy 
yards  on  July  1,  1856 
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Construction,  Equipment,  and  Repairs.  Report  of  the  chief  of  the 
Bureau  of,  papers  accompanying — Continued. 
I.  — Statement  of  the  number  of  days  labor  and  its  cost,  from 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1865,  to  the  30th  of  June,  1856, 
for  the  respective  navy  yards,  for  building,  repair- 
ing, and  equipping  vessels  of  the  navy,  or  in  re- 
ceiving or  securing  stores  and  materials  for  those 

purposes . - 

1. — Scale  of  offers  to  furnish  live  oak  timber  for  six  sloops 
of  war,  under  advertisement  from  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
struction, Equipment,  and  Repair,  of  June  22,  1855.. 
2. — Scale  of  offers  to  furnish  naval  supplies  at  the  navy  yard 

of  Kittery,  Maine 
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the  United  States  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  Reports  of 
the 

Expenditures  aad  liabilities  incurred  for  pay  and  support  of  persons 
called  into  service  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the -  

Expenditures  of  the  Chickasaw  trust  funds  during  the  year  1856. 
Statement  of  the  receipts  and . 

Expenditures  of  the  patent  fund  during  the  year  1856.  Statement 
of  the  receipts  and 

Expenditures  for  the  purchase  of  seeds  and  cuttiugs,  for  agricul- 
tural purposes,  by  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  during  the 
year  1856.     Statement  of  the 

Expenditures  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1856.     Statement  of  the  receipts  and 

Exports  of  bullion  and  coin  annually  from  1821  to  1856.  Statement 
of  the  amount  of - 

Exports  annually  from  1789  to  June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the 
gross  value  of  the 

Exports  of  manufactured  articles  of  domestic  produce  to  foreign 
countries  from  June  30,  1845,  to  June  30,  1856.  Statement 
of  the - ... 

Exports,  including  specie,  from  1821  to  1856.  Statement  of  the 
value  of  the  domestic  and  foreign 

Exports  of  domestic  produce  of  the  United  States  from  June  30, 
1846,  to  June  30,  1856.     Statement  of  the  value  of  the 

Exports  of  foreign  merchandise  and  domestic  produce,  annually, 
from  1821  to  1856.     Statement  of  the  value  of  the 

Exports  of  dutiable  foreign  merchandise,  annually,  from  1821  to 
1856.     Statement  of  the  value  of  the 

Exports  of  breadstufife  and  provisions,  annually,  from  1821  to  June 
30,  1856.     Statement  of  the  value  of  the 

Exports  of  cotton,  annually,  from  1821  to  1856,  with  the  average 
cost  per  pound.     Statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  the. 

Exports  of  tobacco  and  rice,  annually,  from  1821  to  1856,  with  the 
average  cost  peT  hogshead  and  tierce.  Statement  of  the 
quantity  and  value  of  the..... 

Exports  of  the  manufactured  and  unmanufactured  products  of  foreign 
countries  from  1840  to  1856,  and  the  exports  of  domestic 
products  of  a  like  character  during  the  same  period.  State- 
ment of  the  value  of  the 

Exports  to  Canada,  and  other  British  possessions,  from  July  1, 1851, 
to  June  30,  1856      Statement  of  the  value  of  the 

Exports  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  manufactures  of  cotton,  annu- 
ally, from  1840  to  1856.     Statement  of  the  value  of  the . 

Exports  of  cotton,  annually,  from  1840  to  1856.  Statement  of  the 
quantity,  average  cost  per  pound,  and  value  of  the . 

Exports  of  leather  and  manufactures  of  leather,  annually,  from 
1840  to  1856.     Statement  of  the  value  of  the 

Exports  of  hides  and  skins,  annually,  from  1840  to  1866.  Statement 
of  the  value  of  the ........... . 

Exports  of  glass  and  manufactures  of  glass,  annually,  from  1840  to 
1866.     Statement  of  the  value  of  the 

Exports  of  china,  porcelain,  eaithen  and  stone  ware,  annually,  from 
1840  to  1866.     Statement  of  the  value  of  the 

Exports  of  hemp  and  manilla,  and  the  manufactures  thereof,  annu- 
ally, from  1840  to  1856.     Statement  of  the  value  of  the 

Exports  of  flax  and  the  manufactures  thereof,  annually,  from  1840 
to  1856.     Statement  of  the  value  of  the ...-.,.... 

Exports  of  coal,  annually,  from  1840  to  1856.  Statement  of  the 
value  of  the.... 


Part. 


Doc. 


Pife. 


6 
6 

8 

10 

11 

2 

2 

2 

2 


2 


2 
2 

2 


2 
2 
2 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


34 

45 
64 
65 

85 

86 

2 

2 


2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


83 
84u 

9* 
102^ 
103- 
10T 
112; 
IIS 
114* 

115 


117 

12& 

20» 

20» 

22ft 

227 

228 

229 

230 

232 

235 


20 


INDEX. 


Title. 


Exports  of  lead  and  the  manufactures  thereof,  annually,  from  1840 
to  1856.     Statement  of  the  value  of  the 
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1856.     Statement  of  the  value  of  the 

Exports  of  each  State  and  Territory  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1856.     Statement  of  the  value  of  the 

Extra  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
.Treasury  upon  the  claim  for 


Vol. 


Fart. 


Doc. 


Ptft. 


2 
2 
2 

13 

13 


13 


13 
13 
13 


F. 

Fayettevflle,  tforth  Carolina  A  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  in  the  erection 
of,  and  an  estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  the  extension, 
of  the  arsenal  at -.---- 

Finances  of  the  country  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1866  Re- 
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Florida,  on  the  30th  of  June,  1856.     Statement  of  the  position  and 

distribution  of  the  army  in  the  department  of 
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France,  respecting  the  rights  of  neutrals  during  war,  and  transmit- 
ting a  copy  of  the  protocol  of  the  Congress  of  Paris  respecting 
the  same.  A  letter  from  Count  Walewski  to  the  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 

France,  respecting  the  rights  of  neutrals  in  war.  A  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  minister  from 
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States  with -  - 

Frankfort-on-the-Main  during  the  year  1856.  Commercial  relations 
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Geological  reconnoissance  of  the  Territories  of  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington     Statement  of  the  progress  in  the 

Georgia  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost, 
debts,  annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses  of  the  several 
railroads  in  the  State  of .. - 

Glass  and  manufactures  of  glass,  annually,  from  1840  to  1856. 
Statement  of  the  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  foreign 
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Gold  deposited  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States  and  branches  and 
assay  office  from  1804  to  1856  inclusive.  Statement  of  the 
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near  Clear  lake 
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to 
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No.  107.  Letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affaire 

Henry  R.  Schoolcraft ... ..* . 

No.  108.  Reply  of  Mr.  Schoolcraft 

No.  109.  Statement  of  tribes  negotiated  with  since  4th  of 
March,  1853,  of  lands  acquired  and  reserved, 

and  of  consideration  paid 

110.  Statement  of  appropriations  made  and  amounts 
drawn  for  Indian  service  in  the  years  1851-52- 

'53-'54-'55-'56 

No.  111.  Statement  of  stocks  held  in  trust  by  the  Secretary 

of  the  Interior  for  Indian  tribes 

No.  112.  Statement  of  the  amounts  invested  and  remitted 
for  payment  of  Indian  annuities  during  the  cal- 
endar year  ending  December  31,  1856 

No.  113.  Instructions  and  forms  in  relation  to  the  assign- 
ment of  Indian  land  warrants. ............ 

Indian  affairs  in  California,  Texas,  and  the  more  distant  Territories, 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Estimates  for  appro- 
priations for  the  service  of  the  department  of. 

Indian  Department,  and  fulfilling  treaties  with  various  Indian 
tribes,  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1858.  Estimates  for 
appropriations  for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the _ 

Indian  tribes  with  whom  treaties  have  been  negotiated  since  March 
4,  1853,  and  the  consideration  paid  therefor.  Statement  of 
the 

Indian  tribes  during  the  years  ending  June  30,  1851,  1852,  1853, 
1854,  1855,  and  1856.  Statement  of  the  estimates  and  ap- 
propriations for  fulfilling  treaties  with  the 

Indian  tribes  under  sundry  treaties  and  laws.  Statement  of  the 
stocks  held  in  trust  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  the 
benefit  of. .. .. , 

hdisn  ttibes  under  treaty  stipulations.  Statement  of  the  amount 
of  liabilities  to  the  various -. 

Indians.  Statement  of  the  amount  of  stock  held  in  trust  for  the 
Chickasaw 

Indians  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Statements  of  the 
accounts  of  the  disbursements  of  money  and  goods  for  the 
benefit  of  the 

Indians  during  the  year  185H.  Statement  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  truiit  fund  of  the  Chickasaw .......... 

Indians  in  California,  Oregon,  and  Washington.  Reports  on  the 
numbers,  characteristics,  localities,  &c.,  of  the 

Indiana  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost,  debts, 
annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses,  &c,  of  the  several 
railroads  in  the  State  of 

Insane  of  the  army  and  navy  and  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the 
year  ending  October  31,  1856.  Report  of  the  superintend- 
ent of  the  hospital  for  the 

Insolvents  of  the  United  States.  Statement  of  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury  of  the — • 
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Title. 


Interior,  exhibiting  the  operations  of  the  Interior  Department  dur- 
ing the  year  1856.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Papa*  accompanying  the  above. 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions 

Report  of  the  Conimusioner  of  Public  Buildings 

Report  of  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary  of  the  District  of 

Columbia 

Report  of  the  superintendent  of  the  government  hospital  for 

the  insane , 

Report  of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  Little  Falls  bridge, 

in  the  District  of  < 'olumbia 

Report  of  a  plan  of  the  new  jail  for  the  District  of  Columbia 

Interior,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Interior  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  SO, 
1856.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  reports  relative  to  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico.     Repot  t  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  Indian 
service  in  the  States  of  California,  Texas,  and  the  more  dis- 
tant Territories,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  names  and  compensation 
of  the  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  during  the  year  1856.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  balances  of  appropriations 
for  the  service  of  the  Interior  Department  remaining  on  June 
30,1866.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  plans  and  estimates  for  erecting  permanent 
bridges  across  the  Potomac  river  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  transcripts  of  three  land  claims  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  New  Mexico.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  plans  and  estimates  for  a  building  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Interior  Department.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  plans  and  estimates  for  an  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  a  building  for  the  United  States  courts 
at  Philadelphia.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  an  estimate  for  an  appropriation  to  enable 
the  General  Land  Office  to  furnish  a  tabular  statement  of 
the  disposition  of  the  public  lands.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the 

Interior  Department.  Plans  and  estimates  for  a  building  for  the 
accommodation  of  the 

Interior  Department  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the 
names  and  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  other  persons 
employed  in  the , 

Interior  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1856.  State- 
ment of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 

Ionian  republic  during  the  year  1856.  Commercial  relations  of  the 
United  States  with  the 

Iowa  for  the  year  1856.  Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  State  of 

Iowa  daring  the  year  1866.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost,  debts, 
annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses,  &c,  of  the  several 
railroads  in  the  State  of 
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Title. 


Iron  during  the  years  1840,  1850,  and  1865.  Statement  of  the 
capital  employed,  raw  material  used,  average  wages  per 
month,  and  products  of  the  manufactures  of 

Iron  and  steel,  annually,  from  1840  to  1856.  Statement  of  the 
value  of  the  imports  of  the  foreign  and  exports  of  the  for- 
eign and  domestic  anj  the  home  consumption  of  the  manu- 
factures of 

Iron,  quarterly,  from  1840  to  1856,  at  the  ports  of  Boston,  New 
York.  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore.  Statement  of  the  price 
of  refined  bar . .. 

Islands  on  the  coast  of  Florida.  Report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Coast  Survey,  relative  to  the  survey  of  the 


J. 

Jail  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Report  of  the  architect,  trans- 
mitting a  plan  aud  estimates  for  a  new 

Judiciary  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Estimates  for 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the . . 


K. 


Kansas,  from  July  1,  1855,  to  December  30,  1855.  Executive 
minutes  of  the  Territory  of 

Kansas,  setting  forth  the  wrongs  wh  ch  they  have  to  endure.  Me- 
morial of  the  citizens  of  the  Territory  of 

Kansas,  from  September  9  to  30,  1856,  inclusive.  Executive 
minutes  ot  the  Territory  of 

Kansas.  Report  of  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings,  relative 
to  the  progress  iu  the  erection  of  the  capitol  in  the  Terri- 
tory of 

Kansas  Report  of  the  examination  of  the  case  of  Thomas  Bick- 
ertiu  and  others  for  murder  in  the  Territory  of 

Kansas  for  the  year  1«5«.     Report  of  t  .e  surveyor  general  of  the 

public  lands  in  the  Territory  of 1 

Correspondence  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  relative  to  the 

operations  of  the  army  in  the  Territory  ot 

Corresp  tndence  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  United 
8tates  army,  relative  to  the  operations  of  the  army  iu  the 

Territory  of 

Reports  of  the  commanding  officer  «f  the  operations  of 

the  army  in  the  Territory  of 

during  the  year  1866.  Report  of  the  colonel  of  Topo- 
graphical Engineer*  on  the  couduion  ot  the  military  roads 
in  the  Territory  of 

Kansas,  together  with  the  copy  of  the  executive  minutes  of  Kansas 
Territory.  Message  from  the  Pn*si«lent  of  tin*  United  States, 
transmitting  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  the  governor  of 
the  Territory  of 3 

Kansas.  Reports  of  the  expenditures  ami  liabilities  tor  persons 
called  into  the  service  of  the  UniUd  States  iu  the  Territory  of 

Kansas  Report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  on  the  expendi- 
tures and  liabilities  for  pay  and  support  of  persons  called 
into  service  in  the  Territory  of 6 

Kentucky  during  the  year  1856  Statement  of  the  length,  cost,  i 
debts,  auuual  receipts,  and  running  expenses  of  the  several  ! 
railroads  in  the  State  of i     2 
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Lakes  during  the  year  1856.  Report  of  the  colonel  of  Topographi- 
cal Engineers  of  the  progress  in  the  survey  of  the  northern 
and  northwestern  ....... 
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TiUe. 


Land  Office  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1857.  Estimates 
for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  office  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General 

Land  Office  of  the  operations  of  his  office  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1856.  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  .. 


Vol. 


Paper*  accompanying  the  above  report, 

A. — Statement  of  public  lands  sold,  &c.,  in  the  first  half  of 

the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1856 

B. — Similar  statement  for  second  half  of  said  fiscal  year 

C.  — Land  in  Louisiana,  selected  under  acts  of  March  2, 

1849,  and  September  28,  1850 

D. — Estimate  of  appropriations  for  office  of  Commissioner  of 

General  Land  Office 

E. — Estimate  of  contingent  appropriations  for  same 

F. — Estimate  of  appropriations  for  surveying  department... 
G. — 1.   Estimate  of  appropriations   for    surveying   public 

lands . 

G. — 2.  Estimate  of  same  for  supplying  deficiencies  .  . 

H.— Reports  of  surveyors  general  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments  — . 

J. — Report  of  Coast  Survey  Office  relative  to  progress  of  the 
survey  of  keys  and  islands  on  the  coast  of  Florida 

Lands  advertised  for  sale  in  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  quan- 
tity of 

Lands  prepared  for  market  and  not  advertised  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1856.     Statement  of  the  quantity  of 

Lands  that  will  be  prepared  for  sale  during  the  year  1857.  State- 
ment of  the  quantity  of. .. ... 

Lands.    Sales  and  other  disposals  of  the  public 

Lands  under  the  several  acts  of  1847, 1850,  1852,  and  1855  State- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  bounty 

Lands  selected  by  the  Beveral  States  under  the  acts  of  March  2, 
1849,  and  September  28,  1850.  Statement  of  the  quantity 
of  swamp 

Lands  granted  under  the  acts  of  1856  to  the  several  States  for  rail- 
road purposes.     Statement  of  the  quantity  of 

Lands  selected  under  the  several  acts  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers  in  Wisconsin.  Statement  of  the 
quan  tityof. 

Lands  sold  for  cash,  and  military  bounty  land  scrip,  and  the  inci- 
dental expenses  thereon,  during  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1856.     Statement  of  the 

Lands  sold  for  cash,  and  military  bounty  land  scrip,  and  the  inci- 
dental expenses  thereon,  during  the  second  half  oFthe  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1856.     Statement  of  the 

Lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  selected  under  the  acts  of  March  2, 
1849,  and  September  28,  1850.  Statement  of  the  quantity 
of  swamp  and  overflowed .. 

Lands  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Estimates  for 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  surveying  department 
of  the  public. 

Lands  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858.     Estimates  for 
appropriations  for  surveying  the  public 

Lands  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1857.  Estimates  for 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  surveying  department 
of  the  public 

Lands  in  the  State  of  Michigan  for  the  year  1856.  Report  of  the 
surveyor  general  of  the  public 
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Lands  in  the  States  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  and  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota,  for  the  year  1856.  Annual  report  of  the  sur- 
veyor general  of  the  public 

Lands  in  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  for  the  year  1856.  An- 
nual report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public 

Lands  in  the  State  of  Arkansas  for  the  year  1856.     Annual  report 

of  the  surveyor  genera)  of  the  public 

lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the  year  1856.     Annual  report 

of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public 

Lands  in  the  State  of  Florida  for  the  year  1856.     Annual  report  of 

the  surveyor  general  of  the  public 

lands  in  the  State  of  California  for  the  year  1856.     Annual  report 

of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public 

lands  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon  for  the  year  1856.     Annual  report 

of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public 

Lands  in  the  Territory  of  Washington  for  the  year  1856.     Annual 

report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public 

Lands  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  for  the  year  1856.     Annual 

report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public 

lands  in  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  for  the  year  1856. 

Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public 

lands  in  the  Territory  of  Utah  for  the  year  1856.     Annual  report 

of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public 

lands  acquired  from  Indian  tribes  by  treaty  since  March  4,  1853, 
and  the  amount  of  consideration  paid  therefor.     Statement 

of  the  quantity  of - 

lands  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  cultivated  in  the  year 
1850,  value  of  the  products,  and  value  per  acre.  State- 
ment of  the  number  of  acres  of  the • . 

lands  improved  and  unimproved,  cash  value  of  farms,  value  of 
farming  implements  in  each  State  and  Territory  in  the  year 

1850.     Statement  of  the  quantity  of..  ... 

lands.  Estimate  for  an  appropriation  to  enable  the  General  Land 
Office  to  furnish  a  tabular  statement  of  the  disposition  of 

the  public - 

La  Plata  and  its  tributaries,  in  South  America.  Report  of  the  sur- 
vey and  exploration  of  the 

Lead,  and  the  manufactures  thereof,  annually,  from  1840  to  1856. 
Statement  of  the  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  for- 
eign and  domestic  and  home  consumption  of 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of  leather,  annually,  from  1840  to  1856. 
Statement  of  the  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  foreign 

and  domestic  and  home  consumption  of 

light-house  Board  of  the  operations  of  the  light-house  establish- 
ment during  the  year  1856.     Annual  report  of  the 

light-house  or  light-boat  at  the  marshes  at  the  head  of  Pamlico 
sound,   North  Carolina.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of   the 

Treasury,  relative  to  a 

light- house  establishment  during  the  year  ending  June  SO,  1858. 

Estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 

light-houses  and  contingencies  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 

1857.     Estimates  for  an  appropriation  for 

Louisiana  selected  under  acts  of  March  2,  1849,  and  September  28, 
1850.     Statement  of  the  quantity  of  swamp  and  overflowed 

land  in  the  8tate  of 

Louisiana  for  the  year  1856.     Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  of 

public  lands  in  the  State  of 

Louisiana  for  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost,  debts, 
annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses  of  the  railroads  in  the 

Rtate  of 

Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  with  an  estimate  for  an  appropriation 
for  repairing  the  same.  Report  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the . 
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M. 

Mail  contractors,  for  failures  to  deliver  the  mails,  daring  the  year 
1856.  Statement  of  the  fines  and  deductions  from  the  pay 
of  the . 

Mail  contractors  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Statement 
of  the  additional  allowances  made  to  the . . 

Mail  contractors,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Statement 
of  the  curtailment  of  the  mail  service,  and  the  pay  of  the 

Mails  in  steamships  to  foreign  countries  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1858.  Estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the 

Mails  in  steamships  to  foreign  countries  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1857.  Statement  of  the  amount  of  postage  re- 
ceived on  the . 

Mails  in  steamships  to  foreign  countries  on  the  30th  of  September, 
1856.     Statement  of  the  pay  for  the  transportation  of  the... 

Mails  from  Vera  Cruz,  via  Acapulco,  to  San  Francisco.  Report  of  the 
Postmaster  General  on  the  contract  of  Ramsey  &  Carmick, 
for  the  transportation  of  the... 

IMails  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Post  Office  Department  during 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the  offers  and 
contracts  for - 

Mail  service  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the 
condition  of  the 

.Mail  service  by  railroads,  as  in  operation  on  the  30th  June,  1856. 
Statement  of  the . 

Iftail  service  by  railroads,  as  in  operation  on  the  30th  September, 
1856.     Statement  of  the 

Idail  service  by  steamboats,  as  in  operation  on  the  30th  September, 
1866.     Statement  of  the 

Mail  service  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Estimates  for  ap- 
propriations for  the  foreign 

liail  service  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Estimates  for  ap- 
propriations for  the 

"Mail  service  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Statement  of 
the  contracts  made  for  the  land  and  water.. 

Mail  service  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Statement  of 
the  additional  allowances  for  the 

Mail  service  and  pay  of  contractors  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1856.     Statement  of  the  curtailment  of  the. 

Maine  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost,  debts, 
running  expenses,  and  the  annual  receipts  of  the  several 
railroads  in  the  State  of 

Manufactures  of  the  United  States  and  Territories  for  the  year  1810. 
Statement  of  the  population  and  value  of  the 

Manufactures  of  the  United  States  and  Territories  for  the  year  1820. 
Statement  of  the  population  and  value  of  the 

Manufactures  of  the  United  States  and  Territories  for  the  year  1830. 
Statement  of  the  population  and  value  of  the 

Manufactures  of  the  United  States  and  Territories  for  the  year  1840. 
Statement  of  the  population  and  value  of  the 

Manufactures  of  the  United  States  and  Territories  for  the  year  1850. 
Statement  of  the  population  and  value  of  the 

Manufactures  of  wool  in  the  United  States  for  the  years  1840  and 
1850.  Statement  of  the  capital  employed,  raw  material  used, 
hands  employed,  and  the  product  of 

Manufactures  of  cotton  for  the  years  1840  and  1850.  Statement  of 
the  capital  employed,  raw  material  used,  and  the  product  of 
the 
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Manufactures  of  cotton,  annually,  from  1840  to  1856,  inclusive. 
Statement  of  the  value  of  the  impoits  of  foreign  and  export 

of  foreign  and  domestic ., 

Manufactures  of  iron  during  the  yeara  1840,  1850,  and  1855.  State- 
ment of  the  capital  employed,  raw  material  used,  and  pro- 
ducts of  the 

Manufactures  of  iron  and  steel,  annually,  from  1840  to  1856.  State- 
ment of  the  value  of  the  imports  of  foreign  and  exports  of 
foreign  and  domestic,  and  the  home  consumption  of  the 

Marine  corps  of  the  navy,  during  the  year  1856.  Report  of  the 
commandant  upon  the  condition  of  the . 

Marine  corps  of  the  navy,  on  the  31st  October,  1856.  General 
return  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates  of  the 

Marine  corps  of  the  navy,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858. 
Statement  of  the  estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  quartermaster's  department  of  the 

Marine  corps  of  the  navy,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857. 
Statement  of  the  estimates  for  appropriations  to  supply  de- 
ficiencies in  the  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the....... 

Marine  corps  of  the  navy,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858. 
Estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  pay- 
master's department  of  the . 

Marine  corps  of  the  navy,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856. 
Statement  of  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  several  officers 
of  the 

Marine  hospital  fund,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856. 
Statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 

Marine  hospitals,  during  the  year  1856.  Report  of  the  progress  in 
the  construction  of  the ..... 

Marine  hospitals.  Statement  of  the  appropriation,  cost  of  site, 
date  of  contract,  contract  price,  and  date  of  completion  of 
the 

Maritime  laws  of  nations,  respecting  the  rights  of  neutrals  in  war. 
Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  foreign 
governments  relative  to  the  amendment  of  the 

Maryland,  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost, 
debts,  annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses  of  the  several 
railroads  in  the  State  of 

Massachusetts,  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length, 
cost,  debts,  annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses  of  the 
several  railroads  in  the  State  of . . . .. 

Medicine  and  Surgery  of  the  navy  of  the  operations  of  his  bureau 
and  the  medical  Bervice  of  the  navy,  during  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1857.     Report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of. 

Paper*  accompanying  the  above  report. 

A. — Estimate  of  the  amount  required  for  the  support  of  the 
Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  for  the  year  ending 

June  30,  1858 

B. — Estimate  of  the  amount  required  for  the  support  of  the 
medical  department  of  vessels  in  commission,  navy 
yards,  naval  stations,  marine  corps,  and  coast  survey, 

for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858 

Merchandise  imported,  re-exported,  and  consumed,  the  estimated 
population,  and  the  rate  of  consumption  per  capita  an- 
nually, from  1821  to  1856.    Statement  of  the  value  of  the 

foreign . 

Merchandise  exported  annually,  from  1821  to  1856.  Statement  of 
the  value  of  the  foreign  and  domestic 
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Merchandise  free  of  duty  and  paying  duty  annually,  from  1821  to 
June  SO,  1856.     Statement  of  the  value  of  the 

Merchandise  re-exported  annually,  from  1821  to  1856.  Statement 
of  the  value  of  the  dutiable 

Merchandise  within  the  United  States  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the  receipts  and  disposal  of 
the 

Merchandise  condemned  at  the  port  of  New  York  for  each  fiscal 
year  under  the  tariff  acts  of  1842  and  1846.  Statement  of 
the  quantity  and  value  of  the 

Merchandise  entered  at  the  port  of  New  York  during  the  quarter 
ending  November  30,  1846,  and  the  quarter  ending  June 
30,  1856.  Statement  of  the  number  of  entries,  entered 
value,  appraised  value,  and  rate  of  advance  of  the 

Merchandise  at  the  port  of  New  York  annually,  from  July  1, 1846, 
to  June  30,  1856.    Statement  of  the  number  of  entries  of 

Mexico,  during  the  year  1856.  Commercial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  the  republic  of. . ...„ 

Michigan,  for  the  year  1856.  Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral of  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of 

Michigan,  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost, 
debts,  annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses,  &c,  of  the 
several  railroads  in  the  State  of .......... 

Military  Academy,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Report 
of  the  colonel  of  engineers  of  the  army  of  the  condition  of 
the 

Military  Academy,  on  the  30th  of  September,  1856.  Statement  of 
the  officers  and  professors  of  the 

Military  Academy,  for  the  year  1S56.  Annual  report  of  the  Board 
of  Visitors  of  the 

Military  Academy,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Esti- 
mates for  appropriations  for  the  Bupport  of  the 

Military  establishment,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856. 
Statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 

Military  roads.     (See  roads.) 

Militia  of  the  several  States  and  Territories,  during  the  year  end- 
ing Juue  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores  distributed  to  the 

Minnesota,  for  the  year  1856.  Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of 

Minnesota,  during  the  year  1856.  Report  of  the  colonel  of  Topo- 
graphical Engineers  on  the  condition'of  the  military  roads 
in  the  Territory  of 

Militia  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  for  the  year  1856. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  an  abstract  of 
the  returns  of  the 

Mint  of  the  United  States  and  branches  and  assay  office,  from  1793 
to  September  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the  amount  of  the 
coinage  at  the -. 

Mint  of  the  United  States  and  branches  and  assay  office  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the  amount  of 
deposits  and  coinage  at  the 

Mint  of  the  United  States  and  branches,  from  1794  to  June  30, 
1856.     Statement  of  the  cost  of  the 

Mint  of  the  United  States  at  San  Francisco,  California,  during  the  ) 
year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Estimates  for  appropriations  > 
for  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  workmen  at  the ) 

Mint  of  the  United  State*  and  branches  and  assay  office  during  the 
year  1856.     Report  of  th<;  director  of  the  operations  of  the. 

Mint  of  the  Unfted  States  at  Philadelphia,  from  1793  to  1856. 
Statement  of  the  amount  of  the  coinage  at  the 
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Mint  of  the  United  States  at  San  Francisco,  from  1854  to  1*56,  in- 
clusive. Statement  of  the  amount  of  the  coinage  at  the 
branch 

Mint  of  the  United  States  at  New  Orleans,  from  1838  to  1856,  in 
elusive.     Statement  of  the  amount  of  the  coinage  at  the 
branch. .... 

Mint  of  the  United  States  at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  from  1838 
to  1856,  inclusive.  Statement  of  the  amount  of  the  coinage 
at  ihe  branch 

Mint  of  the  United  States  at  Dahlonega,  Georgia,  from  1838  to 
1856,  inclusive.  Statement  of  the  amount  of  the  coinage 
at  the  branch .. ...... .. 

Mini  of  the  United  States  and  branches  and  assay  office  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Estimates  for  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the — . ... 

Mississippi  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost, 
debts,  annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses,  &c  ,  of  the 
several  railroads  in  the  State  of.... 

Missouri  for  the  year  1856.  Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general 
of  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of 

Missouri  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost, 
debts,  annual  receipts,  and  running  costs  of  the  several  rail- 
roads in  the  State  of 


N. 

Nautical  Almanac  during  the  year  1856.  Report  of  Commander 
Charles  H.  Davis  of  the  progress  and  condition  of  the .. 

Nautical  Almanac  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Esti- 
mates for  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  compiling  and 
printing  of  the 

Naval  Academy  during  the  year  1856.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Ex- 
aminers of  the  condition  and  operations  of  the. 

Naval  Academy  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Estimates 
for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the , 

Naval  hospitals  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Estimates 
for  appropriations  for  the  construction  and  completion  of 
works  and  for  current  repairs  at  the 

Naval  magazines  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Estimates 
for  appropriations  for  the  construction  and  completion  of 
works  and  current  repairs  at  the 

Naval  Observatory  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Esti- 
mates for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 

Naval  practice  ship  Plymouth  during  the  year  1856.  Report  of 
Commander  J.  F.  Green  of  the  cruise  of  the 

Navigation  authorized  and  erected  prior  to  December,  1856.  State- 
ment of  kind  and  location  and  cost  of  the  aid  s  to 

Navigation  — (See  Commerce  and  Navigation) 

Navy,  of  the  operations  of  the  navy  and  the  Navy  Department 
during  the  year  1856.     Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the. 

Report*  and  papers  accompanying  the  above. 

A. — List  of  deaths,  resignations,  and  dismissions  in  the  navy 
since  the  last  report 

B. — Synoptical  report  of  Commander  Thomas  J.  Page,  on 
the  late  "exploration  and  survey  of  the  river  1m 
Plata  and  its  tributaries  M 

C. — Lieutenant  O.  H.  Berry  man's  report  of  the  cruise  of  the 
United  States  steamer  Arctic 

D. — Letter  of  Lieutenant  M.  F.  Maury,  transmitting  report 
of  Professor  J  W.  Bailey  of  an  analysis  of  specimens 
obtained  by  Lieutenant  berryman  in  his  cruise  in  the 
steamer  Arctic 
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E. — Report  of  annual  Board  of  Examiners  in  relation  to 
organization  and  condition  of  Naval  Academy  at  An- 
napolis, Maryland ...... 

F. — Report  of  commandant  of  midshipmen  in  relation  to  the 
late  cruise  of  the  practice  ship 

G.— Report  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Nautical  Almanac 
in  relation  to  its  progress,  &c....... 

No.  1.  Detailed  estimates  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  including  those  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  Nautical  Almanac , 

No.  2.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks - - 

No.  3.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Ord- 
nance and  Hydrography,  including  those  of  the 
Naval  Observatory  and  Hydrographical  Office  and 
Naval  Academy 

No.  4.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
struction, Equipment,  and  Repair. 

No.  6.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  Buieau  of  Pro- 
visions and  Clothing 

No.  6.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery 

No.  7.  Report  of  the  commandant  of  the  marine  corps,  and 
detailed  estimates  from  the  quartermaster  and  pay- 
master of  the  corps....... 

No.  8.  General  estimate  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  and  the  several  bureaus  of  the  department  . . 

No.  9.  General  estimate  of  the  southwest  executive  building 

No.  10.  Summary  statement  of  the  estimates  for  the  navy, 

the  marine  corps,  and  for  speTcial  objects ..... 

No.  11.  General  estimate  for  the  support  of  the  navy 

No.  12.  General  estimate  for  the  support  of  the  marine  corps. 
No.  13.  General  estimate  for  special  objects  under  the  Navy 

Department 

No.  14.  Comptroller's  statement  of  the  appropriations  for 
the  Navy  Department,  viz :  Balances  of  appropria- 
tions on  the  1st  of  July,  1855 ;  appropriations  for 
the  fiscal  year  1855 -'66  ;  repayments  and  transfers 
in  the  same  time ;  the  amounts  applicable  to  the 
service  of  the  year  1855-66  ;  the  amounts  drawn 
by  requisition  from  the  treasury  in  the  same  period ; 
and  the  balances  on  the  30th  June,  1856,  with  such 
sums  specially  designated  as  have  been  carried  to 

the  surplus  fund ... 

No.  16.  Abstract  of  expenditures  under  the  head  of  contin- 
gent expenses,  as  settled  and  allowed  at  the  office 
of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  from  July 

1,  1856,  to  June  30,  1856,  inclusive 

transmitting  a  statement  of  the  names  and  compensation  of 
the  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment during  the  year  1856.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the. 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Navy  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  . 

transmitting  a  statement  of  the  pay  and  allowances  of  the 
several  officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
relative  to  the  amount  of  money  paid  to  the  contractors  for 
constructing  the  dry-dock,  basin  and  railway  at  Pensacola, 
Florida.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Navy,  trangmittiDg  copies  of  the  Navy  Register  for  the  year  1867. 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  State- 
ment of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the ........... 

Navy  Department  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  names 
and  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  other  persons  employed 

in  the . „ .- .... 

Navy  Begrjster  for  the  year  1857.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  transmitting  copies  of  the ..  —  ............... 

Navy  yards  daring  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Estimate  for 
appropriations  for  the  construction  and  completion  of  works 

and  for  current  repairs  at  the. .... .... . 

Nebraska  for  the  year  1856.  Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral of  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  ... .... 

Nebraska  during  the  year  1856  Report  of  the  colonel  of  Topo- 
graphical Engineers  on  the  condition  of  the  military  roads 

in  tlie  Territory  of 

Nebraska.  Additional  estimates  for  an  appropriation  for  the  mile- 
age and  per  diem  of  the  members  of  the  legislative  assem- 
bly of  the  Territory  of. 

Netherlands  during  the  year  1856.     Commercial  relations  of  the 

United  States  with  the 

Neutrals  in  the  time  of  war.     Protocol  of  the  Congress  at  Paris 

respecting  the  rights  of .. 

Neutrals  in  time  of  war.     A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 

minister  from  Brussels  respecting  the  rights  of. _ 

Neutrals  in  time  of  war.     A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 

minister  from  France  respecting  the  rights  of 

Neutrals  in  time  of  war.     A  letter  from  the  charge  d'affaires  from 

RaRsia respecting  the  rights  of 

New  Granada  during  the  year  1856.     Commercial  relations  of  the 

United  States  with 

New  Hampshire  during  the  year  1856.     Statement  of  the  length, 
cost,  debts,  annual  receipts  and  running  expenses  of  the 

several  railroads  in  the  State  of 

New  Jersey  during  the  year  1856.     Statement  of  the  length,  cost, 
debts,  annual  receipts  and  running  expenses  of  the  several 

railroads  in  the  State  of.. ... 

Hew  Mexico  for  the  year  1856.     Annual  report  of  the  surveyor 

general  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of .. 

New  Mexico.     A  list  of  the  grants  of  land  by  the  Spanish  and 

Mexican  governments  in  the  Territory  of ... 

New  Mexico  on  the  30th  of  June,  1856.     Statement  of  the  posi- 
tion and  distribution  of  the  army  in  the  department  of 

New  Mexico,  relative  to  certain  land  claims  in  that  Territory.     Re- 
port of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  Territory  of 

Hew  Mexico.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmitting 
transcripts  of  three  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of.. 
Hew  York  during  the  year  1856.     Statement  of  the  length,  cost, 
debts,  annual  receipts  and  running  expenses  of  the  several 

railroads  in  the  State  of. 

Nicaragua  during  the  year  1856.     Commercial  relations  of  the 

United  States  with 

Nitre  for  military  service.     Estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  the 

discovery  of  a  more  efficient  mode  of  manufacturing . 

North  Carolina  during  the  year  1856.     Statement  ot  the  length, 
co»t,  debts,  annual  receipts  and  running  expenses  of  the 

several  railroads  in  the  State  of -  - 

Noiwny  during  the  year  1856.    Commercial  relations  of  the  United 
State*  with 
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Offers  and  contracts  for  carrying  the  mails,  made  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  Post  Office  Department,  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1856.     Statement  of  the , 

Ogdensburgh,  New  York.  Estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  the 
enlargement  of  the  building  erecting  for  the  custom-house 
and  post  office  at . 

Ohio  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost,  debts, 
annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses  of  the  several  rail- 
roads in  the  State  of ..... 

Ohio  and  other  western  rivers.  Report  of  the  Secretory  of  War 
relative  to  the  value  of  the  commerce,  tonnage,  &c,  of  the. 

Oldenburgh  during  the  year  1856.  Commercial  relations  of  the 
United  States  with 

Ordnance  of  the  United  States  army,  of  the  operations  of  his  de- 
partment during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Report  of 
the  colonel  of 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  distributed  to  the  militia  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1856.     Statement  of  the 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  issued  to  the  army,  and  to  the  several 
military  posts,  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1856.  State- 
ment of  the . 

Ordnance  and  Hydrography  of  the  navy,  of  the  operations  of  his 
department  during  the  year  1856.  Report  of  the  chief  of 
the  Bureau  of 


Vol. 


Paper*  accompanying  the  above  report. 

A. — For  pay  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  bureau 

B. — For  pay  of  officers  on  ordnance  duty 

C. — For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 

F. — For  the  purchase  of  articles,  and  incidental  expenses 
connected  with  the  Naval  Observatory  and  Hydro 

graphical  Office 

G. — For  the  pay  of  superintendent  and  officers  on  duty  at 

the  Naval  Observatory  and  Hydrographical  Office 

H. — For  the  erection,  repair,  &c,  of  buildings,  and  for  con- 
tingent expenses  at  the  Naval  Academy 

I. — For  the  pay  of  officers,  &c.,  at  the  Naval  Academy 

D. — Statement  of  value  of  stores  on  hand,  and  values  re- 
ceived and  expended  from  July  1,  1855,  to  June  30, 

1856 

E. — Statement  of  amount  and  cost  of  labor  from  July  1, 

1866,  to  June  30,  1856 

Ordnance  and  Hydrography  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868. 
Estimate!  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Bureau  of. 
Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  during  the  year  ending  June  80, 1858. 

Estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  purchase  of 

Oregon  and  Washington.  Statement  of  the  progress  in  the  geologi- 
cal reconnoissance  of  the  Territories  of 

Oregon  for  the  year  1866.    Annua)  report  of  the  surveyor  general 

of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of 

Oregon  during  the  year  1866.  Reports  of  the  commanding  general 

of  the  operations  of  the  army  in  the  Territory  of 

Oregon  during  the  year  1856.     Report  of  the  colonel  of  Topogra- 
phical Engineers  on  the  condition  of  the  military  roads  in 

the  Territory  of. 

Oregon.    Reports  on  the  numbers,  characteristics,  localities,  and 
condition,  &c,  of  the  Indians  in  the  Territory  of ., 
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P. 

Pacific,  on  the  30th  of  June,  1856.  Statement  of  the  position  and 
distribution  of  the  army  in  the  department  of  the 

Pacific  coast,  during  the  year  1856.  Reports  of  the  commanding 
general  of  the  operations,  positions,  and  distribution  of  the 
army  on  the.. 

Pacific  railroad  explorations  and  surveys  during  the  year  1856. 
Report  of  the  engineer  in  charge,  of  the  progress  in  the 

Page,  of  the  exploration  and  survey  of  the  river  La  Plata  and  its 
tributaries.     Report  of  Commander  Thomas  J. 

Pamlico  sound,  North  Carolina.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  relative  to  a  light-house  or  light-boat  at  the 
marshes  at  the  head  of ,. 

Pappreniza,  for  losses  sustained  in  New  Orleans  in  1851.  Corres- 
pondence between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  minister 
from  Austria,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Michael .......... 

Passengers  arriving  in  the  United  States  by  sea,  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, during  the  year  ending  December  31,  1856.  State- 
ment of  the ..... 

Patent  fund  during  the  year  1856.  A  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the 

Patents,  of  the  operations  of  his  office  during  the  year  1856.  Re- 
port of  the  Commissioner  of 

Patents  have  expired  during  the  year  1856,  with  their  inventions 
and  class.  An  alphabetical  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons 
whose ......... 

Patents  for  designs  have  expired  during  the  year  1856.  An  alpha- 
betical list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  whose. ... .... 

Patents  for  inventions  that  have  expired  during  the  year  1856.  A 
classified  list  of  the 

Patents  for  designs  that  have  expired  during  the  year  1856.  A 
classified  list  of  the 

Patents  for  inventions  and  discoveries  have  been  granted  during  the 
year  1856.  Alphabetical  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  to 
whom 

Patents  for  inventions  granted  during  the  year  1856.  A  classified 
list  of  the...- 

Patents  for  inventions  and  discoveries,  issued  during  the  year  1856. 
Description  and  claims  of...... ....... ........ 

Patents  for  inventions  and  discoveries,  issued  during  the  year  1856. 
Description  and  claims  of............................... 

Patents  for  inventions  and  discoveries,  issued  during  the  year  1856. 
Illustrations  of  the  descriptions  and  claims  of .. .. 

Patents,  relating  to  agricultural  statistics  collected,  and  the  pro- 
curement and  distribution  of  seeds  and  cuttings,  during  the 
year  1856.     Report  of  the  Commissioner  of 

Patent  Office,  showing  the  expenditure  of  the  money  appropriated 
for  the  purchase  of  seeds.  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the 

Paymaster  General  of  the  United  States  army,  of  the  operations  of 
his  department  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Re- 
port of  the 

Penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1856.    Annual  report  of  the  warden  of  the 

Pennsylvania  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost, 
debts,  annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses  of  the  several 
railroads  in  *he  8tate  of 

Pensaoola,  Florida.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  relative 
to  the  amount  of  money  paid  to  the  contractors  for  con- 
structing the  dry-dock,  basin,  and  railway..... 
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Doc. 


Page. 


Pensions,  showing  the  operations  of  his  department  during  the 
year  1856.     Report  of  the  Commissioner  of 

Paper*  accompanying  the  above  report. 

A. — Tabular  statement  showing  the  number  of  army  pen- 
sioners, under  the  various  acts,  on  the  roll*  in  the 
different  States  and  Territories,  June  30,  1856,  with 

the  amounts  of  their  annual  pensions 

B. — Tabular  statement  showing  the  amounts  paid  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1856,  to  army  pensioners  under 
the  various  acts,  in  the  different  States  and  Territo- 
ries  

G. — Tabular  statement  showing  the  number  of  navy  pen- 
sioners on  the  rolls  in  the  different  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, June  30,  1856,  with  the  amount*  of  their 

annual  pensions. 

D. — Tabular  statement  showing  the  amount  paid  during  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1856,  to  navy  pensioners  in  the 

different  States  and  Territories 

E. — Tabular  statement  of  the  balances  of  funds  in  the  hands 
of  the  agents  for  paying  army  pensions  in  the  differ- 
ent States  and  Territories,  June  30,  1856 

F. — Tabular  statement  of  the  balances  of  funds  in  the  hands 
of  agents  for  paying  naval  pensions  in  the  different 

States  and  Territories,  June  30,  1856 

G. — Compendium .- 

Pensions  under  the  various  acts  during  the  year  euding  June  30, 
1856.     Statement  of  the  amount  paid  in  the  several  States 

and  Territories  for  army 

Pensions  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1856.     Stateuent  of  the 
amount  paid  in  the  several  States  and  Territories  for  navy.. 
Pensions  in  the  different  States  and  Territories      Statement  of  the 

balances  in  the  hands  of  agents  for  paying  army • 

Pensions  in  the  different  States  and  Territories.     Statement  of  the 

balances  in  the  hands  of  agents  for  paying  n*vy 

Pensions  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1858.  Estimates  for  ap- 
propriations for  the  payment  of 

Pensioners  under  the  various  acts  on  the  rolls  of  the  various  States 
and  Territories,  with  the  amount  of  their  annual  pensions. 

Statement  of  the  number  of  army 

Pensioners  under  the  various  acts,  in  the  different  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.     Statement 

of  the  amount  paid  to  army 

Pensioners  on  the  rolls  in  the  different  States  and  Territories  June 
30, 1856,  with  the  amount  of  their  annual  pensions.  State- 
ment of  the  number  of  navy 

Pensioners  in  the  different  States  and  Territories  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1856.     Statement  of  the  amount  paid  to 

navy 

Persia.     Estimates  for  an  appropriation  for  the  diplomatic  mission 

to 

Pern  during  the  year  1856.     Commercial  relations  of  the  United 

States  with 

Philadelphia.  Report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  asking  an  appro- 
priation for  completing  and  furnishing  the  p<mt  office  at 

Philadelphia  Estimates  for  an  appropriation  for  the  construction 
of  a  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  United  States 

courts  at .*...... --, 

Population  of  the  United  States  from  1821  to  1856.  Statement  of 
the  estimated... . - 
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Population  and  value  of  the  manufactures  of  the  United  States 
and  Ten i tones  for  the  year  1810.     Statement  of  the 

Population  and  value  of  the  manufactures  of  the  United  States 
and  Territories  for  the  year  1820.     Statement  of  the 

Population  and  value  of  the  manufactures  of  the  United  States 
and  Territories  for  the  year  1830.     Statement  of  the 

Population  and  value  of  the  manufactures  of  the  United  States 
and  Territories  for  the  year  1840      Statement  of  the 

Population  and  value  of  the  manufactures  of  the  United  States 
and  Territories  for  the  year  1850.     Statement  of  the 

Portugal  during  the  year  1856.  Commercial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with 

Postage  received,  incidental  expenses  of  post  offices,  and  for  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  by  States  and  Territories.  Statement 
of  the  amount  of. . 

Portal  agreement  between  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Addi- 
tional articles  of 

Postal  treaty  with  Great  Britain.  Statement  of  the  additional 
artie'es  of  agreement  to  the 

Postmaster  General,  of  the  operations  of  his  department  during  the 
year  1356.     Report  of  the 

Papers  accompanying  the  above  report 

A. — Aggregate  amount  of  postages — inland,  sea,  and  foreign 
— on  letters  and  other  mailable  matter  received  and 
sent  by  the  United  States  steamship  lines  during  the 

year  ending  June  80,  1856 

B. — UniU*d  States  mail  service  abroad,  as  in  operation  on 

the  30th  of  September.  1«56 

C. — Statement  of  the  sums  paid  for  the  year  ending  June 

30,  1856,  on  the  New  York  and  Liverpool,  New  York 

and  Chagres.  and  the  Astoria  and  Panama  mail  lines 

D. — Additional  articles  of  agreement  settling  further  details 

under  the  postal  treaty  with  Great  Britain 

E. — Additional  articles  of  agreement  between  the  Post  Office 
Department  of  the  United  States  and  the  Post  Office 
Department  of  Canada,  providing  for  the  exchange 

of  registered  letters 

F. — Report  and  correspondence  relative  to  the  contract  of 

Ramsay  &  Carmick 

Report  of  W.  H.  Dundas,  Second  Assistant  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral  

Report  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office 

Department 

Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Post  Oflke  Department  during  the  year  end- 
ing J-me  30.  1856.     Report  of  the 

Postmaster  General,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for 
the  foreign  mail  service  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858. 

Report  of  the — 

Postmaster  General,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for 
the  mail  service  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858. 

Letter  of  the - --- 

Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  fires  and  de- 
ductions from  the  pay  of  mail  contractors  for  failures  to 

deliver  the  mail  during  the  year  1856.     Report  of  the 

Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  names  and 
compensation  of  the  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in 
the  Post  Office  Department  during  the  year  1856.  Report 
of  the 
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Postmaster  General,  transmitting  an  estimate  for  an  appropriation 
for  completing  and  furnishing  the  post  office  at  Philadel- 
phia.    Report  of  the. . 

Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  offers  and  con- 
tracts for  carrying  the  mail  made  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1856.     Report  of  the 

Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  land  and  water 
mails  established,  of  extra  allowances  to  contractors,  and 
curtailment  of  mail  service  during  the  year  1856.  Report 
of  the - - 

Post  office  at  Philadelphia.  Estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  com- 
pleting and  furnishing  the 

Post  Office  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856. 
Report  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office 
Department  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  . 

Post  Office  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856. 
Report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  statement 
of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 

Post  Office  Department  during  the  year  1856.  Report  of  the  Post- 
master  General,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  names  and 
compensation  of  the  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in 
the 

Post  Office  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856. 
Statement  of  the  offers  and  contracts  for  carrying  the  mails 
made  under  the  authority  of  the 

Post  Office  extension  during  the  year  1856.  Report  of  the  engineer 
in  charge  of  the  progress  in  the  erection  of  the 

Post  offices  during  the  year  1856.  Report  of  the  engineer  in  charge 
of  the  progress  in  the  construction  of  the  buildings  for 

Potomac  river,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  at  the  Little  Falls. 
Report  of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  erection  of  the 
bridge  over.. 

Potomac  river,  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Report  of  the  plans 
and  estimates  for  erecting  permanent  bridges  across  the 

President  of  the  United  8tates  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  ac- 
companying documents  and  reports.    Annual  message  of  the 


Document*  and  Ttporta  accompanying  the  above. 

•     

Count  Walewski  to  Count  de  Sartiges,  May,  1856 — (Trans- 
lation.)  

Translation  annexed  to  protocol  No.  23. — (Declaration.)... 

Translation  of  protocol  No.  24  —Sitting  of  April  16,  1856.— 
(Extract. 

Mr.  Marcy  to  Mr.  8eibels,  July  14,  1856 

Mr.  Marcy  to  the  Count  de  Sartiges,  July  28,  1856 

Mr.  De  Stoeckl  to  Mr.  Marcy,  November  28, 1856. — (Trans- 
lation.)  

Mr.  Woodson  to  Mr.  Marcy,  March  28,  1856 

Executive  minutes  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  from  the  1st 
of  July,  1855,  to  the  30th  day  of  December,  1855.. . 

Governor  Shannon  to  Mr.  Marcy.  April  11,  1856 

The  President  to  Governor  Shannon — telegraphic— May  23, 
1856 

The  same  to  the  same—  telegraphic — same  date 

The  same  to  the  Name,  June  6,  1856 

Governor  Shannon  to  the  President,  June  17,  1856,  with  ac- 
companiments   

Memorial  to  the  President  from  inhabitants  of  Kansas,  May 
23,  1856 

Governor  Shannon  to  the  President,  August  18,  1856 

Mr.  Marcy  to  Governor  Shannon,  August  26,  1856 
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President  of  the  United  States  on  the  state  of  the  Union— Con. — 
Executive  minutes  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  from  Septem- 
ber 9  to  30,  1856,  inclusive 

Mr.  Marcy  to  Governor  Geary,  September  23,  1856  ........ 

The  same  to  the  same,  (by  telegraph,)  September  27,  1856.. 
Governor  Geary  to  Mr.  Marcy,  October  1,  1856,  with  an  ac- 
companiment  ...... 

The  same  to  the  same,  October  16,  1866 —  ... 

The  same  to  the  same,  (by  telegraph,)  November  7,  1866 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  showing  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Interior  Department  during  the  year  1856. 

(See  Interior) ... 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  showing  the  operations  of 
the  army  and  War  Department  during  the  year  1856. 

(See  War) 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  showing  the  operations 
of  the  navy  and  Navy  Department  during  the  year 

1856.     (8eeAaty) 

Report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  showing  the  operations  of 
his  department  during  the  year  1856.  (See  Pod- 
matter  General)-* ...... 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  relative  to  Hamet  Caramally,  since  his  con- 
nexion with  the  government.     Message  from  the  . ...... 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  an  extract  from  the 
letter  of  the  Governor  of  Kansas  Territory,  together  with  a 
copy  of  the  executive  minutes  of  the  Territory.  Message 
from  the.  ............................................ 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  decree 
and  regulations  for  consular  jurisdiction  in  China.  Message 
from  the ............................................. 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  reports  relative  to  the 
expenditures  and  liabilities  fur  persons  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  Mes- 
sage from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  copy  of  an  act  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee  offering  the  government  the  Hermitage. 
Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  a  correal  ond- 
ence  growing  out  of  the  restoration  of  the  ship  Resolute  to 
her  Majesty's  service.     Message  from  the. 

President  of  the  Uuited  States,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  expenditures  and  liabilities 
incurred  fcr  pay  and  other  expenses  for  persons  called  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 
Message  from  the........................... 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  reports  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  and  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  the 
employment  of  government  architects.     Message  from  the.. 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the  annual  report  of 
the  director  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States  and  branches 
and  assay  office  for  the  year  1856.     Message  from  the...... 

President  of  the  United  State*,  transmitting  the  consular  returns 
of  shipping,  ship  building,  &c,  in  foreign  countries.  Mes- 
sage from  the .' 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  an  estimate  for  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  discovery  of  a  more  efficient  mode  of 
manufacturing  nitre.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  reports  upon  the  num- 
bers, characteristics,  localities,  and  condition  of  the  Indians 
In  California,  Oregon,  and  Washington,  message  from  the  .. 
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President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  the  corre- 
spondence and  papers  relative  to  the  claims  of  Francis  Dai- 
nese,  acting  consul  at  Cone  tan  tinople.     Message  from  the... 

Private  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Florida  surveyed  and  located. 
A  list  of  the 

Private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  granted  by  the 
Spanish  and  Mexican  governments.     A  list  of  the 

Private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico.  Letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmitting  reports  relative  to 
certain 

Private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmitting  transcripts  of 
three 

Provisions  exported  annually,  from  1821  to  June  30,  1856.  State- 
ment  of  the  value  of  the  breadstuff**  and 

Provisions  and  Clothing  of  the  navy,  of  the  operations  of  his  bureau 
during  the  year  1856.     Report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of. 

Papers  accompanying  the  above  report. 

A. — Estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  bureau  for  the  fiscal  year. 

B  — Estimate  for  provisions  for  the  navy  for  the  fiscal  year.. 

C. — Estimate  for  contingent  for  the  navy  for  the  fiecil  year  . 

D. — Statement  showing  the  value  of  provisions,  clothing, 
and  email  stores  on  hand 

E. — Statement  showing  the  value  of  shipments  made  by  the 
bureau  to  foreign  stations 

F. — Statement  showing  the  cost  of  provisions,  clothing,  and 
small  stores  condemned 

G. — Abstract  of  proposals  received  for  navy  supplies 

H. — Abstract  of  proposals  received  for  clothing  and  clothing 
materials -  . - 

I. — Abstract  of  proposals  received  for  small  stores 

K. — Abstract  of  proposals  received  for  salt-water  soap,  can- 
dles, &c.  _ 

L. — Abstract  of  proposals  received  for  beef  and  pork 

M. — Abstract  of  pn  posals  received  for  fresh  beef  and  vege- 
tables  

N. — Abstract  of  proposals  received  for  transportation  of 
Btores 

0. — Statement  of  contracts  made  by  the  bureau  during  the 

year 

Provisions  and  Olotbing  of  the  navy  during  the  year  ending  June 

30,  1858.     Estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of 

the  Bureau  of 

Prussia  during  the  year  1856.     Commercial  relations  of  the  United 

States  with 

Public  Buildings  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  relative  to  the  progress 

in  the  erection  of  the  capit  1.     Report  of  the  Superintendent 

of 

Public  Buildings,  of  the  operations  of  his  office  during  the  year  1856. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of 

Public  Buildings  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.    Statement 

of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Commissioner  of . 

Public  debt  on  November  15,  1856  Statement  of  the  amount  is- 
sued, amount  redeemed,  and  the  amount  outstanding  of  the. 

Q. 

Quartermaster  General  of  the  United  States  army,  of  the  operations 
of  his  department  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856. 
Report  of  the • 
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Railroads  under  the  arte  of  1856.     Statement  of  the  amount  of 

lands  granted  to  the  several  State*  for  constructing 

Railroads,  as  in  operation  on  June  30,  1856.   Statement  of  the  mail 

service  by  the - 

Railroads,  as  in  operation  on  September  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the 

mail  service  by  the 

Railroads  in  the  several  States.     Statement  of  the  length,  cost,  ex- 
penses, and  annual  receipts  of  the 

Ramsay  and  Carroick  for  carrying  the  mail  from  Vera  Cruz,  via  Aca- 
pulco,  to  San  Francisco.    Report  of  the  Postmaster  General 

on  the  contract  of 

Receipts  and  expenditures  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Buildings  duiing  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856. 

Statement  of  the.. 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Post  Office  Department  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1856.     Report  of  the  Auditor  of  the 

Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  of  the 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  government  during  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1856.     Statement  of  the 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  government  during  the  quarter 

ending  September  30,  1856.     Statement  of  the 

Receipts  of  the  government  from  customs,  public  lands,  and  all 
other  sources,  from  March  4,  1789,  to  June  30,  1856.  State- 
ment of  the  amount  of  the...... 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  marine  hospital  fund  duiing  the 

year  ending  June  30,  1856.     Statement  of  the 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Chickasaw  trust  fuud  during  the 

year  1856.     Statement  of  the 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  patent  fund  during  the  year  1856. 

Statement  of  the 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1856.     Statement  of  the 

Reciprocity  treaty  with  Great  Britain  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1858.     Estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  continuing  the 

work  assigned  to  the  commission  under  the 

Recruits  for  the  army  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1856, 
and  the  expenditures  therefor.     Statement  of  the  number 

of  the 

Register  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  operations  of  his  office  during  the 

year  ending  June  30,  1856.     Annual  report  of  the 

Register  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  balances 
on  the  books  of  his  office  remaining  unsettled  more  than 

three  years  prior  to  June  30,  1856.     Statement  <  f  the 

Resignations  in  the  navy  during  the  year  1856.     Statement  of  the. 
Resolute  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  service.   Correspondence  grow- 
ing out  of  the  restoration  of  the  ship 

Rhode  Island  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost, 
debts,  annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses  of  the  several 

railroads  in  the  State  of 

Rice  exported  annually,  from  1821  to  1856,  with  the  average  cost 

per  tierce.     Statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  the j 

Rivers  and  harbors  of  the  Atlantic  coast  during  the  year  1856.  An- 
nual report  of  the  colonel  of  engineers  of  the  United  States 

army,  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the 

Rivers.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  the  value  of 

the  commerce,  tonnage,  &c,  of  the  Ohio  and  other  western 

Roads  hi  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  during  the  year  1856.    Report 

of  the  colonel  of  Topographical  Engineers  on  the  condition 

of  the  military. *..--.* 
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Roads  in  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  daring  the  year 
1856.  Report  of  the  colonel  of  Topographical  Engineers 
on  the  condition  of  the  military 

Roads  in  the  Territories  of  Oregon  and  Washington  during  the  year 
1856.  Report  of  the  colonel  of  Topographical  Engineers  on 
the  condition  of  the  military 

Russia  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  respecting  the  rights  of  neutrals 
in  time  of  war.     Letter  from  the  charge*  d'affaires  of 

Russia  during  the  year  1856.  Commercial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with... 

8. 

Saltpetre  for  the  military  service.  Estimate  for  an  appropriation 
for  the  discovery  of  a  more  efficient  mode  of  manufacturing. 

Sandwich  Islands  during  the  year  1856.  Commercial  relations 
of  the  United  States  with  the 

Sardinia  during  the  year  1856.  Commercial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with - 

Saxony  during  the  year  1856.  Commercial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with 

Seamen  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Statement  of 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  marine  hospital  fund 
for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  disabled ....• 

Seamen  registered  in  the  several  ports  of  the  United  States  during 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1856.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  transmitting  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of 
American 

Seeds  and  cuttings  for  agricultural  purposes  during  the  year  1856. 
Statement  of  the  expenditures  for  the  purchase  of ... 

Shipping,  ship  building,  &c.,  in  foreign  countries.  Consular  re- 
turns of  the 

Siam  during  the  year  1856.  Commercial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with . - 

Silk,  and  the  manufactures  thereof,  annually,  from  1840  to  1856. 
Statement  of  the  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  the 
foreign  and  domestic  and  the  home  consumption  of .. 

Silver  deposited  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States  and  branches, 
from  1841  to  1856,  inclusive.     Statement  of  the  amount  of  . 

Silver  coinage  at  the  United  States  mint  and  branches  and  assay 
office,  from  1793  to  September  30,  1856.     Statement  of  the. 

Silver  coinage  at  the  United  States  mint  and  branches  and  assay 
office  during  the  year  ending  June  30.  1856.  Statement  of 
the  deposites  and 

Silver  coinage  at  the  mint  of  the  United  StateB  and  branches  and 
assay  office  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the 
amount  of  the - - 

Silver  coins.  Report  of  the  director  of  the  mint  of  the  United 
States  upon  the  fineness  and  value  of  certain 

Slave  trade  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Estimate  for 
an  appropriation  for  the  suppression  of  the 

Smithsonian  Institution.  Statement  of  the  stockB  held  in  trust  for 
the  benefit  of  the 

Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  operations  of  his  office  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1856.     Annual  report  of  the 

Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  of  the  insolvents  of  the  United  States. 
Statement  of  the - 

South  Carolina  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length, 
cost,  debts,  annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses  of  the 
several  railroads  in  the  State  of 

Spain  during  the  year  1856.  Commercial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with -• 
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Specie  and  bullion  exported  annually,  from  1821  to  1856.  State- 
ment of  the  value  of  the . 

Specie  in  the  banks  and  in  circulation,  from  1790  to  1855,  inclusive. 

Statement  of  the  amount  of.. . 

Springfield,  Illinois.     Estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  increasing 
the  size  of  the  building  for  a  court-house  and  post  office  at.. 
State  to  the  minister  from  Brussels,  respecting  the  rights  of  neutrals 

in  time  of  war.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of.. 

State  to  the  minister  from  France,  respecting  the  rights  of  neutrals 

in  war.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

State,  transmitting  an  abstract  of  the  returns  rf  American  seamen 
registered  in  the  several  ports  of  the  United  States  during 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1856.     Annual  report  of  the 

Secretary  of 

State,  transmitting  estimates  for  an  appropriation  for  additional 
clerks  in  the  Department  of  State.    Letter  of  the  Secretary 

of 

State,  transmitting  estimates  for  an  appropriation  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  diplomatic  and  consular  agents  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 

8tate,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Department  of   State  and  foreign  intercourse  during  the 

year  ending  June  30,  1856.     A  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  asking  for  an  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  five  hundred 
copies*  of  the  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  the  Revolution. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of . 

8tate,  transmitting  an  estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  continuing 
the  work  assigned  to  the  commission  under  the  reciprocity 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 

1858.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of..... 

State,  transmitting  the  correspondence  between  the  Austrian  min- 
ister and  the  State  Department,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Mi- 
chael Pappreniza,  in  New  Orleans,  in  1851.     Report  of  the 

Secretary  of - 

8tate,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  names  and  compensation  of 

the  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  Department 

of  State  during  the  year  1856.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of.. 

State,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  commercial  relations  of  the 

United  8tates  with  foreign  nations  during  the  year  ending 

September  30,  1856.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  transmitting  an  estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 

1858.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  number,  sex,  age,  and  occu- 
pation of  passengers  arriving  in  the  United  States,  by  sea, 
from  foreign  countries,  during  the  year  ending  December  31, 

1856      Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  transmitting  estimates  for  an  appropriation  for  the  diplo 

matic  mission  to  Persia.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

Steamboats,  in  operation  on  September  30,   1856.     Statement  of 

the  mail  service  by 

Steamboats.    Proceedings  of  the  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  Board 

of  Inspectors  of..... — 

Steel,  annually,  from  1840  to  1856.  Statement  of  the  import  of 
foreign  and  export  of  foreign  and  domestic  manufactures  of 

iron  and  . .. 

Steel  at  the  port  of  New  York,  from  1851  to  1856.     Statement  of 

the  prices  of . -- 

Stephenson  and  others,  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico.  Transcript 
of  the  private  land  claim  of  Hugh '. 
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Stocks  held  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  trust  for  the  benefit 
of  Indian  tribes  under  certain  treaties  and  laws.     Statement 

of  the — . .... 

'  Stocks  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  Chickasaw  Indians. 

Statement  of  the -- 

Stocks  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Statement  of  the 

Stocks  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Statement  of  the  amount  of. 
Stocks  held  at  home  and  by  foreigners.     Statement  of  the  United 

States,  State,  city,  county,  town,  and  bank .. 

Surgeon  General  of  the  United  States  army,  of  the  operations  of  his 
department  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.    Annual 

report  of  the - -- - 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Michigan  for  the 

year  1856.     Annual  report  of  the...... .., 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  States  of  Iowa  and  Wiscon- 
sin and  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  for  the  year  1856.  An- 
nual report  of  the — 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Mis- 
souri for  the  year  1856.     Annual  report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Arkansas  for  the 

year  1856.     Annual  report  of  the ...... 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the 

year  1856.     Annual  report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Florida  for  the 

year  1856.     Annual  report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  California  for  the 

year  1856.     Annual  report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon  for  the 

year  1856.     Annual  report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Washington 

for  the  year  1856.     Annual  report  of  the. 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico 

for  the  year  1866.     Annual  report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and 

Nebraska  for  the  year  1856.     Annual  report  of  the ..... 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Utah  for  the 

year  1856.     Annual  report  of  the 

Swamp  lands  selected  by  the  several  States  under  the  acts  of 
March  2,  1849,  and  September  28,  1850.     Statement  of  the 

quantity  of 

Swamp  lands  selected  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  under  the  acts  of 
March  2,  1849,  and  September  28,  1850.     Statement  of  the 

quantity  of 

Sweden  and  Norway  during  the  year  1856.     Commercial  relations 

of  the  United  States  with 

Switzerland  during  the  year  1856.     Commercial  relations  of  the 
United  States  with 
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Telegraphic  purposes.  Report  of  the  result  of  the  deep-sea  sound- 
ings of  the  Atlantic  ocean  for 

Tennessee  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost, 
debts,  annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses  of  the  several 
railroads  in  the  State  of *. 

Tennessee  offering  the  Hermitage  to  the  government  upon  certain 
conditions.     Copy  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  of 

Texas  on  the  30th  of  June,  1856.  Statement  of  the  position  and 
distribution  of  the  army  in  the  department  of • 

Texas  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost,  debts, 
annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses  of  the  several  rail- 
roads in  the  State  of. 
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Texas  daring  the  year  ending  Jane  30, 1858.     Estimates  for  appro- 

priations  for  the  Indian  service  in 5 

Territories  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1838.     Estimates  for 

appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  governments  in  the 12 

Tobacco,  exported  annually,  from  1821  to  1856,  with  the  average 
cost  per  hogshead.  Statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of 
the 2 

Tonnage  of  the  United  States,  registered  and  licensed  annually, 

from  1789  to  1856.     Statement  of  the 2 

Tonnage  of  the  United  States,  registered  and  licensed  during  the 
year  ending  Jane  30,  1856,  in  the  several  collection  districts. 
Statement  of  the 2 

Tonnage  of  the  Ohio  and  other  western  rivers.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  relative  to  the  value  of  the  commerce  and 6 

Tonnage  and  crews  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  which  cleared 
from  the  United  States  for  foreign  countries  during  the  year 
ending  Jane  30,  1856.     Statement  of  the  number 13 

Tonnage  and  crews  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  which  entered 
the  United  States  from  foreign  countries  during  the  year 
ending  Jane  30,  1856.     Statement  of  the  number 13 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  arriving  from  and  de- 
parting to  each  foreign  country  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1856.     Statement  of  the 13 

Tonnage  of  Teasels  that  entered  into  each  State  and  Territory  during 
the  yesvr  ending  June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the  number, 
crews,  and 13 

Tonnage  of  vessels  that  cleared  from  each  State  and  Territory 
during  the  year  ending  Jane  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the 
number,  crews,  and . 13 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  which  cleared  from  each 
district  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1856.     Statement  of  the  number,  crews,  and .  . 13 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  which  entered  into  each 
district  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1 856.     Statement  of  the  n amber,  crews,  and 13 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  which  departed  from 
each  district  of  the  United  States,  and  the  countries  to  which 
they  cleared,  daring  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  State- 
ment of  the  nomberand 13 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  which  entered  into  the 
several  districts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  countries  from 
whence  they  arrived,  during  tue  year  ending  June  30, 1856. 
Statement  of  the  number  and 13 

Tonnage  of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States  on  June  30, 

1866.     Statement  of  the 13 

Tonnage  of  vessels  built  iu  each  State  and  Territory  during  the  year 

ending  Jane  30,  1856.     Statement  of  the  number  and 13 

Tonnage  of  the  United  States,  and  the  proportion  employed  in  the 
whale  fishery,  cod  fishery,  mackerel  fishery,  and  the  coast- 
ing trade,  from  1815  to  1856,  inclusive.  Comparative 
statement  of  the  ..... 13 

Topographica)  Engineers  of  the  army  of  the  operations  of  his  de- 
portment, and  on  the  condition  of  the  improvements  of  the 
harbors  on  the  northern  and  western  lakes  and  the  western 
rivers,  during  the  year  1856      Report  of  the  colonel  of 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States  of  the  operations  of  his  office  daring 
the  year  ending  Jane  30,  1856.     Annual  report  of  the 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  government  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1856. 
Letter  of  the  ...... 
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Treasury  on  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  government  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the .. 

Report*  and  document*  accompanying  the  above  report. 

No.  1.  Statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1856 

No.  2.  Statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the 
quarter  of  the  fiscal  year  1857  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1856 

No.  3.  Statement  exhibiting  the  public  debt  March  4, 
1853,  and  on  November  15,  1856,  stating  the 
amount  redeemed  and  premium  paid,  with  the 
amount  saved  by  paying  before  due 

No.  4.  Statement  of  amount  due  under  treaties  with  various 
Indian  tribes  payable  on  time - ......... 

No.  5.  Statement  of  amount  of  stocks  held  in  trust  by  the 
United  States  for  several  of  the  Indian  tribes  and 
Smithsonian  Institution 

No.  6.  Statement  of  balance  of  various  other  trust  funds... 

No.  7.  Statement  exhibiting  the  stock  belonging  to  the 
United  States  in  the  Dismal  Swamp,  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware,  and  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canals, 
and  in  the  cities  of  the  District  of  Columbia 

No.  8.  Statement  exhibiting  the  gold  and  silver  coinage  at 
the  mint  of  the  United  States  in  the  several 
years  from  its  establishment  in  1792,  and  in- 
cluding the  coinage  of  the  branch  mints  and 
the  assay  office  (New  York)  from  their  organiza- 
tion to  September  30,  1856 

No.  9.  Statement  exhibiting  the  deposits  and  coinage  at 
the  mint  of  the  United  States,  branches,  and 
assay  office  duiing  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1856 

No.  10.  Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  coin  and  bul- 
lion imported  and  exported  annually  from  1821 
to  1856,  inclusive,  and  also  the  amount  of  im- 
portation over  exportation,  and  of  exportation 
over  importation,  during  the  same  years 

No.  11.  Statement  exhibiting  the  gross  value  of  exports 
and  imports  from  the  beginning  of  the  govern- 
ment to  June  30,  1856 

No.  12.  Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  the  tonnage  of 
the  United  States  annually  from  1789  to  June 
30,  1856 ;  also  the  registered  and  enrolled  and 
*  licensed  tonnage  employed  in  steam  navigation.. 

No.  13.  Statement  exhibiting  the  registered  sail  and  steam 
tonnage  and  enrolled  and  licensed  sail  and 
steam  tonnage  in  each  State  and  collection  dis- 
trict separately 

No.  14.  Statement  exhibiting  the  revenue  collected  from 
the  beginning  of  the  government  to  June  30, 
1856,  under  the  several  heads  of  customs,  public 
lands,  and  miscellaneous  sources,  including  loans 
and  treasury  notes ;  also  the  expenditures  during 
the  same  period,  and  the  particular  tariff  and 
price  of  lands  under  which  the  revenue  from 
those  sources  was  collected... . ... ... 

No.  15.  Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  manufactured 
articles  of  domestic  produce  exported  to  foreign 
countries  from  the  30th  day  of  June,  1845,  to 
June  30, 1856 
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Treasury,  report  of  Secretary  of.  papers  accompanying— Continued. 
No.  16.  Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise imported,  re-exported,  and  consumed 
annually  from  1821  to  1856,  inclusive,  and  also 
the  estimated  population  and  rate  of  consump- 
tion per  capita  during  the  same  period 

No.  17.  Statement  exhibiting  the  total  value  of  imports 
and  the  imports  consumed  in  the  United  States, 
exclusive  of  specie,  during  each  fiscal  year  from 
1821  to  1856,  showing  also  the  value  of  foreign 
and  domestic  exports,  exclusive  of  specie,  and 
the  tonnage  employed,  duiing  the  same  periods. 

No.  18.  Statement  exhibiting  a  summary  view  of  the  ex- 
ports of  domestic  produce,  &c. ,  of  the  United 
States  during  the  years  ending  June  30,  1847, 
1848,  1819,  1850,  1851,  1852,  1853,  1854,1855, 
and  1856 

No.  19.  Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  certain  articles 
imported  during  the  years  ending  June  30, 1844, 
1845,  1846,  1847,  1848,  1849,  1850,  1851,  1852, 
1853,  1854,  1855,  and  1856,  (after  deducting 
the  re-exportations,)  and  the  amount  of  duty 
which  accrued  on  each  during  the  same  period, 
respectively 

No.  20.  Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  foreign  merchan- 
dise and  domestic  produce,  &c.,  exported  annu- 
ally from  1821  to  1856 

No.  21.  Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  of  wine,  spirits, 
&c..  imported  annually  from  1843  to  1856,  in- 
clusive  - - 

No.  22.  Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  imports  annually 
from  1821  to  1856 

No.  23.  Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  dutiable  mer- 
chandise re-exported  annually  from  1821  to  1856, 
inclusive,  and  showing,  also,  the  value  re- 
exported from  warehouses  under  the  act  of  Au- 
gust 6,  1846 

No.  24.  Statement  exhibiting  the  aggregate  value  of  bread- 
stuffs  and  provisions  exported  annually  from 
1821  to  1856 

No.  25.  Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  cot- 
ton exported  annually  from  1821  to  1856,  inclu- 
sive, and  the  average  price  per  pound 

No.  26.  Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  to- 
bacco and  rice  exported  annually  from  1821  to 
1856,  inclusive .  - 

No.  27.  Statement  exhibiting  the  values  of  iron  and  manufac- 
tures of  iron,  and  iron  and  steel,  steel,  wool  and 
manufactures  of  wool,  manufactures  of  cotton, 
silk  and  manufactures  of  silk,  flax,  linen  and 
linen  fabrics,  hemp  and  manufactures  of  hemp, 
manilla,  sun,  and  other  hemps  of  India,  and  silk, 
and  worsted  goods,  imported  from  and  exported 
to  foreign  countries  from  1840  to  1856,  both 
year%  inclusive  ;  and  also  showing  the  domestic 
exports  of  like  articles  for  the  same  periods 

No.  28.  Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  iron,  manufac- 
tures of  iron,  and  iron  and  steel,  steel,  sugar, 
wines,  and  all  fabrics  of  which  wool,  cotton, 
silk,  flax,  or  hemp  is  a  component  part,  imported 
annually  from  1847  to  1856,  both  inclusive,  with 
the  duties  which  accrued  thereon  during  each 
year,  respectively 
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Treasury,  report  of  Secretary  of,  papers  accompanying— Continued. 

No.  29.  Statement  exhibiting  the  exports  to  and  the  imports 

from  Canada  and  other  British  possessions  in 

North  America,  from  the  1st  day  of  July,  1851, 

to  the  30th  day  of  June,  1856 

No.  30.  Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  goods  In  ware- 
house on  July  1,  1855,  and  on  the  1st  of  each 

succeeding  month,  until  July  1,  1856 

No.  31.  Statement  exhibiting  a  synopsis  of  the  returns  of 
the  banks  in  the  different  States  at  the  dates 

annexed - 

No.  32.  Statement  exhibiting  a  comparative  view  of  the 
condition  of  the  banks  in  different  sections  of  the 

Union  in  1853-'54,  1854-*55,  and  1855-'56 

No.  33.  Statement  exhibiting  a  general  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  banks  according  to  returns  dated 

nearest  to  January  i,  1856 

No.  34.  statement  exhibiting  a  comparative  view  of  the 
condition  of  the  banks  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
cording to  returns  nearest  to  January  1,  1837, 

1843,  1851,  1854,  1855,  and  1856 

No.  35.  Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  capital  em- 
ployed by  bankers  banking  without  charters,  and 
by  money  and  exchange  brokers,  in  the  differ- 
ent States 

No.  36.  Statement  exhibiting  the  population  of  the  different 
States  and  Territories,  and  the  value  of  the  real 
and  personal  estate  therein  ;  it  having  been  pre- 
pared in  part  from  official  enumerations  and  val- 
uations, and  in  part  upon  estimates 

No.  37.  Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  moneys  in  the 
United  States  treasury ;  amount  of  drafts  out- 
standing ;  amount  subject  to  draft ;  amount  of 
receipts  and  amount  of  drafts  paid,  as  shown  by 
the  Treasurer's  weekly  exhibits  rendered  during 

the  year  ending  June  30,  1856 

B  No.  1.  Statement  showing  the  annual  average  export 
price  of  flour  at  New  York  from  1800  till  June 
30,  1855  ;  also  the  annual  average  price  of  flour 
in  the  cities  of  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,   New  Orleans,   and  St.   Louis,  from 

1800  till  June  30,  1855 

B  No.  2  to  B  No.  6,  inclusive.  Statements  exhibiting  the 
population  of  the  several  States  and  Territories, 
with  certain  statistical  information,  taken  from 
the  censuses  of  1790,   1800,  1810,  1820,  1830, 

1840,  and  1850 

B  No.  7.  Statement  recapitulating  the  previous  statements, 
and  giving  the  population  of  the  United  States 

according  to  said  census  returns .. 

B  No.  8.  Statement  exhibiting  the  population  of  each  State 
and  Territory  according  to  census  of  1840,  and 
the  amount  of  the  agricultural  and  manufactur- 
ing productions  of  each  ;  to  which  is  adde&  a 
column  exhibiting  the  amount  said  production 
would  give  to  each  person  in  said  States  and 

Territories,  &c 

B  Ko.  9.  Statement  making  same  exhibits  from  the  census 
returns  of  1850 
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Treasury t  report  of  Secretary  of,  paper?  accompanying — Continued. 
No.  38.  From  A  No.  1  to  A  No.  17  are  sundry  resolutions 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  calling  for  cer- 
tain statistical  information  in  connexion  with  a 
proposed  modification  of  the  tariff  of  1846,  and 
a  reduction  of  tho  revenue  by  enlarging  the  free 
list,  and  calling  for  suggestions  upon  that  sub- 

*  ject,  and  in  relation  to  the  currency 

[The  accompanying  tables  are  prepared  in  res- 
ponse to  the  resolutions.] 
No.  39.  Statement  exhibiting  the  population  of  the  States 
and  Territories,  and  the  agricultural  productions 
of  each,  with  the  value  thereof;  the  total  value 
of  all  the  products  of  each  State  and  Territory 

for  the  year  1840 

No.  40.  Statement  exhibiting  the  population  of  the  States 
and  Territories,  and  the  agricultural  productions 
of  each,  with  the  value  thereof ;  the  total  value 
of  all  the  products  of  each  State  and  Territory 

for  the  year  1850 

No.  41.  Statement  exhibiting  a  recapitulation  of  statements 
Nos.  39  and  40,  exhibiting  the  quantities  and 
values  of  the  agricultural  productions  of  the 
United  State*  for  the  decades  of  1840  and  1860, 
with  an  estimate  thereof  for  1855,  and  the  total 
amount  of  the  productions  for  all  the  8tates  and 

Territories,  for  1840  and  1850 

No.  42.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  acres  employed 
in  the  production  of  tbo  different  crops  in  the 
States  and  Territories,  their  total  product  and 
value,  together  with  the  product  and  value  per 

acre,  for  the  year  1850 

No.  43.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  farms,  planta- 
tions, &c.,  number  of  acres  of  improved  and  un- 
improved land ;  average  number  of  acres  to  each 
farm  ;  cash  value  of  farms ;  value  of  forming  im- 
plements and  machinery ;  average  value  of 
farms ;  average  value  of  forming  implements  and 
machinery  ;  average  value  of  farms,  implements, 
and  machinery,  for  each  State  and  Territory, 
and  the  average  in  all  the  States  and  Territories, 

in  1850,  as  taken  from  the  last  census 

No.  44.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  establishments, 
capital  employed,  raw  material  used,  hands  em- 
ployed, average  wages  per  month,  and  product 
of  the  manufactures  of  wool  for  1850,  as  taken 
from  the  census  for  that  decade ;  also  the  pro- 
duct of  the  manufactures  of  wool  for  1840,  the 
increase  for  ten  years,  the  decrease  for  ten  years, 

and  an  estimate  for  1855 

No.  46.  Statement  exhibiting  the  foreign  importations  and 
exportations,  domestic  exportations  and  home 
consumption  of  foreign  wool,  the  foreign  impor- 
tations and  exportations,  and  home  consumption 
of  foreign  woolen  manufactures,  the  estimate  of 
the  raw  material  contained  in  the  foreign  manu 
facture  of  wool  consumed  in  the  United  States, 
the  number  of  pounds  of  domestic  wool  con* 
sumed,  and  an  estimate  of  the  total  consumption 
of  wool  consumed  in  the  United  States  of  domes- 
tic growth,  foreign  importations,  and  one-third 
of  the  foreign  manufactured  article 
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Treasury,  report  of  Secretary  of,  papers  accompanying — Continued. 

No.  46.  Statement  exhibiting  the  population,  manufactures 
of  wool  in  the  United  States,  with  an  allotment 
per  capita  thereof;  the  domestic  wool,  and  an 
allotment  per  capita ;  home  consumption  of  for- 
eign wool,  and  the  allotment  per  capita ;  total 
home  consumption  of  foreign  and  domestic  wool, 
and  an  allotment  per  capita;  manufactures  of 
foreign  wool  imported  and  consumed  in  the 
United  States,  and  an  allotment  per  capita  there- 
of ;  total  consumption  of  foreign  and  domestic 
woolen  manufactures,  and  the  allotment  per 
capita;  and  the  total  consumption  of  foreign 
and  domestic  wool,  and  one-third  the  value  of 
the  foreign  woolen  imports,  (which  represents 
the  estimated  value  of  the  raw  material  therein,) 
together  with  an  allotment  per  capita  thereof, 
for  the  years  1840,  1850,  and  1855 

No.  47.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  pounds  of 
wool  produced,  and  its  value ;  the  number  of 
pounds  of  domestic  wool  exported,  and  its  value 
and  the  home  consumption ;  the  number  of 
pounds  of  wool  imported,  and  its  value ;  the 
number  of  pounds  of  foreign  wool  re-exported, 
and  its  value ;  and  the  home  consumption,  with 
the  value  thereof;  tho  value  of  imported  woolen 
manufactures,  and  those  re-exported,  and  the 
home  consumption,  together  with  the  total 
number  of  pounds  of  domestic  and  imported 
wool  consumed,  and  the  total  value  of  domestic 
and  imported  wool  and  imported  woolen  manu- 
factures consumed  in  the  States  and  Territorit  s, 
for  the  years  1840,  1850,  and  1855 

No.  48.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  establish- 
ments, capital  employed,  raw  material  used, 
hands  employed,  average  wages  per  month,  and 
the  product  of  the  manufactures  of  cotton,  for 
1860,  as  given  by  the  census  for  that  decade ; 
also  the  product  of  the  manufactures  of  cotton 
for  1840,  increase  in  ten  years,  decrease  in  ten 
years,  and  an  estimate  of  the  manufactures  of 
cotton  for  1865 

No.  49.  Statement  exhibiting  the  foreign  importations  and 
re-exportations,  domestic  exportations  and  home 
consumption  of  foreign  cotton  goods,  together 
with  the  consumption  of  foreign  cotton  goods 
over  domestic  exportations ;  also  the  number  of 
pounds  of  Sea  Island  and  other  cotton  annually 
exported,  with  the  value  thereof,  and  average 
cost  per  pound,  and  the  yearly  average  of  the 
imports  and  exports,  value  in  gross  and  per 
pound  of  cotton  exported,  for  the  last  seventeen 
years. ............ 

No.  60.  Statement  exhibiting  the  foreign  importations  and 
exportations ;  domestic  exportations ;  home  con- 
sumption of  foreign  cotton  goods ;  homo  con- 
sumption of  foreign  cotton  goods,  less  domestic 
exportations ;  the  number  of  pounds  of  8ea  Island 
and  other  cotton  exported,  the  value  thereof,  and 
the  average  cost  per  pound;  manufactures  of 
cotton  in  the  United  States ;  home  consumption 
of  domestic  cotton  goods  ;  total  home  consump- 
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tion  of  foreign  and  domestic  cotton  goods,  and 
the  total  product  of  manufactures  of  cotton, 
and  exports  of  raw  cotton,  for  the  years  1840, 
1860,  and  1855 

No.  61.  Statement  exhibiting  the  population,  total  product 
of  manufactures  of  cotton  and  exports  of  raw 
cotton,  and  the  allotment  per  capita  thereof; 
manufactures  of  cotton  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  allotment  per  capita ;  home  consump- 
tion of  domestic  goods,  and  the  allotment  per 
capita ;  home  consumption  of  foreign  goods, 
and  the  allotment  per  capita;  and  the  total 
home  consumption  of  foreign  and  domestic  cot- 
ton goods,  and  the  allotment  per  capita,  for  the 
years  1840,  1850,  and  1855 

No.  52.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  establish- 
ments, capital  employed,  raw  material  used, 
hands  employed,  average  wages  per  month,  an- 
nual product  and  total  value  of  pig  iron  produced 
in  the  United  States  in  1850,  as  taken  from  the 
census  for  that  year ;  together  with  the  value  of 
the  production  of  the  same  article  for  1840,  the 
increase  in  ten  years,  the  decrease  in  ten  yean, 
and  an  estimate  of  the  amount  produced  in 
1855 

No.  53.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  establish- 
ments, capital  employed,  raw  material  used, 
hands  employed,  average  wages  per  month,  and 
total  value  of  iron  castings  produced  in  the 
United  States  in  1850,  as  taken  from  the  census 
for  that  year  ;  together  with  the  value  of  the 
production  of  the  same  aiticle  for  1840,  the  in- 
crease in  ten  years,  the  decrease  in  ten  years, 
and  an  estimate  of  the  amount  produced  in 
1855 

No.  54.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  establish- 
ments, capital  employed,  value  of  raw  m  tterial, 
hands  employed,  average  wages  per  month,  and 
total  value  of  wrought  iron  manufactures  pro- 
duced in  the  United  States  in  1850,  as  taken 
from  the  census  for  that  year;  together  with 
the  value  of  the  production  of  the  same  article 
for  1840,  the  increase  in  ten  yean*.,  the  decrease 
in  ten  years,  and  an  estimate  of  the  amount  pro- 
duced in  1855 

No.  55.  Statement  exhibiting  the  yearly  value  of  iron  and 
manufactures  of  iron  and  iron  and  steel,  cast,  shear, 
German,  and  other  steel,  imported  from  and  ex- 
ported to  foreign  countries ;  domestic  exports  of 
the  like  articles ;  ho.ne  consumption  of  foreign 
iron,  and  manufactures  of  iron  and  iron  and  steel ; 
home  consumption  over  the  domestic  export  of 
the  same  articles,  and  the  total  consumption  of 
foreign  iron,  manufactures  of  iron  and  iron  and 
steel,  cast,  shear,  German,  and  other  steel,  over 
domestic  exportation  for  the  last  seventeen 
years,  and  the  yearly  average  for  the  aforesaid 
period 

No.  66.  Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  the  foreign  im- 
portations and  exportations,  domestic  exporta- 
tion*, home  consumption  of  foreign  importations,  I 
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and  home  consumption  of  foreign  importations, 
less  the  domestic  exportations,  of  iron  and  manu- 
factures of  iron,  and  iron  and  Bteel ;  also  the 
foreign  importations  and  exportations ;  home  con- 
sumption of  foreign  importations;  total  home 
consumption  of  foreign  iron  and  manufactures  of 
iron  and  iron  and  steel, and  foreign  cast, shear, 
German,  and  other  steel ;  the  total  home  con- 
sumption of  foreign  iron  and  manufactures  of 
iron  and  iron  and  steel,  and  foreign  cast,  shear, 
German,  and  other  steel,  less  the  domestic  expor- 
tations; also  the  manufacture  of  pig  iron,  iron 
castings,  wrought  iron,  and  the  manufactures 
thereof  in  the  United  States ;  total  manufacture 
of  pig  iron,  iron  castings,  and  wrought  iron, and 
the  manufactures  thereof  in  the  United  States ; 
consumption  of  domestic  iron,  and  the  manufac- 
tures thereof ;  total  consumption  of  foreign  and 
domestic  iron ;  and  the  total  consumption  of 
foreign  and  domestic  iron  and  manufactures  of 
iron,  also  cast,  shear,  German,  and  other  steel, 
in  the  United  States  for  the  years  1840  and  1850, 
with  an  estimate  thereof  for  1855,  on  the  same 
ratio  of  increase  as  between  the  years  1840  and 
1850 

Ho.  57.  Statement  exhibiting  the  population,  production  of 
pig  iron,  iron  castings,  and  manufactures  of 
wrought  iron,  with  the  allotment  per  capita 
thereof ;  the  consumption  of  domestic  iron  and 
the  manufactures  thereof,  with  the  allotment  per 
capita ;  the  home  consumption  of  foreign  impor- 
tations of  iron  and  manufactures  of  iron  and  iron 
and  steel,  and  cast,  shear,  German,  and  other 
steel,  with  the  allotment  per  capita ;  and  the 
total  consumption  of  foreign  and  domestic  iron, 
and  manufactures  of  iron  and  iron  and  steel,  cast, 
shear,  German,  and  other  steel,  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  allotment  per  capita  thereof,  for 
the  years  1840, 1850,  and  an  estimate  for  1855... 

Ho.  58.  Statement  exhibiting  comparative  statement  of  the 
quarterly  price  of  refined  bar  iron  at  Ihe  ports  of 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore, 
with  the  quarterly  and  annual  average  price  at 
the  above  four  ports,  for  the  last  seventeen  years.. 

No.  59.  Statement  exhibiting  prices  of  steel  in  New  York, 
from  1851  to  1856,  inclusive 

Ho.  60.  Statement  exhibiting  a  list  of  unmanufactured  ar- 
ticles of  import,  not  produced  in  the  United  States 
in  sufficient  quantities  to  constitute  them  articles 
of  trade -- 

Ho.  61.  Statement  exhibiting  the  foreign  importations  and 
exports,  and  domestic  exports,  together  with  the 
home  consumption  of  foreign  importations  of 
leather  and  the  manufactures  thereof,  and  the 
home  consumption  of  foreign  importations  of 
leather  and  the  manufactures  thereof,  less  do- 
mestic exports,  for  the  last  seventeen  years,  and 
the  yearly  average  thereof.. 

Ho.  6$.  Statement  exhibiting  the  population,  home  con- 
sumption of  foreign  importations  of  leather  and 
manufactures  of  leather,  and  the  allotment  per 
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capita  thereof,  together  with  tho  home  consump- 
tion of  foreign  importations  of  leather  and  the 
manufactures  of  leather,  less  domestic  exports,  in 
the  United  States  for  the  years  1840,  1860,  and 
1855 

No.  63.  Statement  exhibiting  the  foreign  importations  and 
exportations,  domestic  exports,  and  home  con- 
sumption of  foreign  importations  of  hides  and 
skins ;  also  home  consumption  of  foreign  impor- 
tations of  hides  and  skins,  less  domestic  exports, 
and  domestic  exports,  less  home  consumption,  of 
foreign  importations  of  hides  and  skins  in  the 
United  States  for  the  last  seventeen  years,  and 
the  yearly  average  thereof.. : 

No.  64.  Statement  exhibiting  the*  population,  home  con- 
sumption of  foreign  importations  of  hides  and 
skins,  and  the  per  capita  thereof ;  also  the  home 
consumption  of  foreign  importations  of  hides 
and  skins,  less  domestic  exports,  and  the  allot- 
ment per  capita  thereof,  for  the  years  1840, 1850, 
and  1856 

No.  66.  Statement  exhibiting  the  foreign  importations 
and  exportations,  domestic  exports,  and  home 
consumption  of  foreign  importations  of  manu- 
factures of  glass,  and  the  home  consumption  of 
foreign  importations  of  manufactured  glass,  less 
the  domestic  exports  thereof,  in  the  United  States 
for  the  last  seventeen  years,  and  the  annual  aver- 
age thereof 

No.  66.  Statement  exhibiting  the  population,  home  con- 
sumption of  the  foreign  importations  of  manu- 
factured glass,  and  the  allotment  per  capita 
thereof;  also  the  home  consumption  of  the  for- 
eign importations  of  manufactured  glass,  less 
domestic  exports,  and  the  allotment  per  capita 
thereof,  in  the  United  States  for  the  years  1840, 
1850,  and  1856 

No.  67.  Statement  exhibiting  the  foreign  importations  and 
exportations,  domestic  exports  and  home  con- 
sumption of  the  foreign  importations  of  china, 
porcelain,  earthen,  and  stone  ware ;  also  tho 
home  consumption  of  foreign  importations  of 
china,  porcelain,  earthen,  and  stone  ware,  less 
domestic  exports,  in  the  United  States  for  the 
last  seventeen  years,  and  the  annual  average 
thereof 

No.  68.  Statemen t  exhibiting  the  population,  home  consump- 
tion of  the  foreign  importations  of  manufactures 
of  china,  porcelain,  earthen,  and  stone  ware, 
and  the  allotment  per  capita  thereof;  also  the 
home  consumption  of  the  foreign  importations 
of  manufactures  of  china,  porcelain,  earthen, 
and  stone  ware,  less  the  domestic  exports,  and 
the  allotment  per  capita,  in  the  United  states  for 
the  years  1840,  1850,  and  1855 

If  o.  69.  Statement  exhibiting  the  foreign  importations  and 
exportations,  domestic  exports  and  home  con- 
sumption, less  domestic  exports  of  hemp ;  the 
foreign  importations  and  exportations  and  home 
consumption  of  manilla,  sun,  and  other  hemp 
of  India,  and  the  total  home  consumption  of  all 
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kinds  of  imported  hemp ;  also  the  foreign  im- 
portations and  exportations,  home  consumption, 
domestic  exports,  and  home  consumption,  less 
domestic  exports,  of  manufactures  of  hemp  ;  to- 
gether with  the  total  home  consumption  of  all 
kinds  of  imported  hemp,  and  the  imported  manu- 
factures thereof  over  the  dome? tic  exports,  in  the 
United  States  for  the  last  seventeen  years,  and 
the  yearly  average  thereof 

No.  70.  Statement  exhibiting  the  foreign  importations  and 
exportations,  and  the  home  consumption  of  im- 
ported flax;  also  the  foreign  importations  and 
exportations  of  linen  and  linen  fabrics,  and  the 
home  consumption  thereof ;  together  with  the 
total  home  consumption  of  imports  of  flax,  and  the 
manufactures  of  flax,  in  the  United  State*  for  the 
last  seventeen  years,  and  the  yearly  average  thereof. 

No.  71.  Statement  exhibiting  the  population,  consumption 
of  imported  hemp  in  the  United  States,  less 
domestic  exports,  and  the  per  capita  thereof;  the 
consumption  of  the  imported  manufactures  of 
hemp,  less  domestic  exports,  with  the  per  capita 
thereof,  and  the  total  consumption  of  hemp,  and 
the  manufactures  of  hemp,  less  domestic  exports, 
and  the  per  capita  thereof,  in  the  United  States 
for  the  years  1840,  1850,  and  1855 

No.  72.  Statement  exhibiting  the  population,  consumption 
of  imported  flax  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
allotment  per  capita  thereof ;  the  consumption 
of  imported  manufacture*  of  flax,  and  the  allot- 
ment per  capita  thereof;  and  the  total  consump- 
tion of  imported  flax,  and  imported  manufactures 
of  flax,  with  the  allotment  per  capita  thereof,  in 
the  United  States  for  the  years  1840,  1850,  and 
1855 

No.  73.  Statement  exhibiting  the  population,  product  of 
hemp  and  flax  grown  in  the  United  States,  and 
the  allotment  per  capita  thereof;  total  consump- 
tion of  hemp  and  flax  in  the  United  States,  less 
domestic  exports,  and  the  allotment  per  capita 
thereof,  and  the  total  consumption  of  foreign 
and  domestic  hemp  and  flax,  and  the  foreign 
manufactures  of  hemp  and  flax,  less  domestic 
exports,  with  the  allotment  per  capita,  for  the 
years  1840  and  1850 

No.  74.  Statement  exhibiting  the  foreign  importations  and 
exportations,  domestic  exports  and  home  con- 
sumption of  coal ;  also  the  home  consumption  of 
the  foreign  importations  of  coal,  less  the  domestic 
exports,  and  domestic  exports,  less  the  home 
consumption  of  foreign  importations  of  coal  in 
the  United  States  fur  the  last  seventeen  years, 
and  the  annual  average  thereof 

No.  75.  Statement  exhibiting  the  population,  home  con- 
sumption of  the  foreign  importations  of  coal,  and 
the  per  capita  thereof,  and  the  home  consumption 
of  the  foreign  importations  of  coal,  less  the 
domestic  exports,  and  the  allotment  per  capita 
thereof,  in  the  United  States  for  the  years  1840, 
1850,  and  1855 
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No.  76.  Statement  exhibiting  the  foreign  importations  and 
exportations,  domestic  exports  and  home  con- 
sumption of  foreign  importations  of  lead,  and 
the  manufactures  thereof ;  also  home  consump- 
tion of  foreign  importations,  less  domestic  ex- 
ports, of  lead  and  the  manufactures  of  lead, 
and  domestic  exports,  less  home  consumption  of 
foreign  importations,  of  lead  and  the  manufac- 
tures thereof,  for  the  last  seventeen  years,  and 
the  annual  average  thereof 

No.  77.  Statement  exhibiting  the  population,  home  con- 
sumption of  foreign  importations  of  lead  and 
manufactures  of  lead,  and  the  allotment  per 
capita  thereof ;  also  the  home  consumption  of 
foreign  Importations  of  lead,  and  the  manufac- 
tures of  lead,  less  the  domestic  exports,  and  the 
allotment  per  capita  thereof,  for  the  years  1840, 
1850,  and  1855 

No.  78.  Statement  exhibiting  the  foreign  importations,  for- 
eign and  domestic  exportations  and  home  con- 
sumption of  foreign  copper,  and  the  manufactures 
thereof;  togel  her  with  the  total  home  consumption 
of  foreign  copper  and  manufactures  of  copper,  less 
domestic  exports,  for  the  last  seventeen  years, 
and  the  yearly  average  thereof ....... 

No.  79.  Statement  exhibiting  the  population,  home  con- 
sumption of  foreign  copper,  and  the  manufactures 
thereof,  with  the  allotment  per  capita,  and  total 
home  consumption  of  foreign  copper  and  manu- 
factures of  copper,  less  domestic  exports,  and  the 
allotment  per  capita  thereof,  for  the  years  1840, 
1860,  and  1855 

No.  80.  Statement  exhibiting  the  foreign  importations  and 
exportations  and  home  consumption  of  foreign 
silk,  the  foreign  importations,  exportations,  and 
home  consumption  of  manufactures  of  silk,  and 
the  total  home  consumption  of  importation  of 
silks  and  manufacture*  of  silk  in  the  United 
States,  for  the  last  seventeen  years,  with  the 
yearly  average  thereof • 

No.  81.  Statement  exhibiting  the  population,  consumption 
of  imported  silk,  and  the  allotment  per  capita 
thereof ;  consumption  of  imported  manufactures 
of  silk,  and  the  per  capita  thereof,  and  the  total 
home  consumption  of  importations  of  silk  and 
manufactures  of  silk  in  the  United  States,  with  the 
allotment  per  capita  thereof,  for  the  years  1840, 
1860,  and  1855 ;  also  the  productions  of  silk  in 
the  United  States,  and  the  allotment  per  capita 
thereof,  and  the  total  consumption  of  foreign  and 
domestic  silk  and  foreign  manufactures  of  rilk  in 
the  United  States,  and  the  allotment  per  capita 
thereof,  for  the  years  1840  and  1850 

No.  82.  Statement  exhibiting  railroad  statistics  of  the  United 
States 

No.  83.  Statement  of  United  States  stocks,  State,  city, 
county,  town,  bank,  &c,  &c,  stocks  and  bonds 
held  at  home  and  abroad 

No.  84.  Statement  of  cost  of  coinage  at  the  miut  and 
branches,  including  buildings,  machinery,  &c... 
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No.  86.  Statement  of  amount  of  gold  and  silver  supposed 
to  be  in  circulation  ;  amount  supposed  to  be  in 
banks  ;  amount  supposed  to  be  in  the  country, 
and  the  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation,  at 
the  different  periods  therein  named .. 

No.  86.  Statement  of  number  and  amount  of  condemnations 
of  imported  goods  for  frauds  on  the  revenue  in 
the  district  of  New  York  from  1842  to  1856 

No.  87.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  entries  of 
manufacturers'  or  producers'  goods  at  the  port  of 
New  York,  with  their  entered  value,  appraised 
value,  and  the  number  of  entries  advanced  by 
the  appraisers,  and  the  amount  thereof,  and  the 
number  advanced  10  per  cent,  or  more,  with  the 
amount  of  20  per  cent,  additional  duty,  during 
the  months  of  September,  October,  and  Novem- 
ber, 1846,  and  an  estimate  for  the  three  preced- 
ing quarters,  based  upon  the  actual  total  receipts 
for  the  year  ;  also  a  similar  exhibit  for  the  quar- 
ter ending  June  30, 1856,  and  the  three  preceding 
quarters  ;  also  the  entries  of  merchandise  paying 
a  specific  duty  for  the  months  of  September,  Oc- 
tober, and  November,  1846,  with  the  exhibits 
aforesaid  for  the  three  preceding  quarters ;  also 
the  purchased  goods  entered  at  the  aforesaid 
port  for  the  months  of  September,  October,  and 
November.  1846,  and  the  aforesaid  exhibits  for 
the  preceding  three  quarters,  and  the  like  ex- 
hibits of  the  purchased  goods  at  the  aforesaid 
port  for  the  quarter  ending  June  SO,  1856,  and 
the  three  preceding  quarters ;  also  the  number 
of  annual  entries  of  merchandise  at  the  port  of 
New  York  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  the  aggre- 
gate thereof 

No.  88.  Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  appropriations 
and  expenditures  of  every  kind  incurred  by  the 
government,  annually,  since  June  30,  1825,  in 
the  construction,  repairs,  rent,  and  preservation 
of  custom-houses  ;  the  cost,  expense,  and  main- 
tenance of  revenue  cutters  and  other  vessels  en- 
gaged in  the  revenue  service ;  and  the  amount 
of  all  other  expenditures  incurred  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  customs  tince  the  above  date 

A.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  First  Comp- 

troller on  the  operations  of  his  office 

B.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Second  Comp- 

troller (in  the  operations  of  hi*  office 

C.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Commissioner 

of  Customs  on  the  operations  of  his  office 

D.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  First  Auditor 

on  the  operations  of  his  office .... 

£.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Second  Audi- 
tor on  the  operations  of  his  office 

F.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Third  Auditor 

on  the  operations  of  his  office 

G.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Fourth  Audi- 

tor on  the  operations  of  his  office 

U.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Fifth  Auditor 

on  the  operations  of  his  office 

I.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Sixth  Auditor 

on  the  operations  of  his  office 
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Treasury,  report  of  Secretary  of,  papers  accompanying — Continued. 
J.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Solicitor  on 

the  operations  of  his  office 

K.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  on 

the  operations  of  his  office - 

L.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Register  on 

the  operations  of  his  office 

M.  Letter  of  Solicitor,  with  accompanying  tableB,  ex- 
hibiting the  names  of  certain  insolvent  debtors 

to  the  amount  of  $6,213,315  69 

K.  Statement  exhibiting  the  balances  due  from  banks 
formerly  depositories  of  the  public  money,  which 
are  unavailable,  and  have  been  so  reported  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a  number  of 

years 

No.  89.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  disbursing  of- 
ficers having  public  money  to  their  credit  with 
the  depositories,  and  the  amounts  held  by  each 
depository,  according  to  the  reports  made  for  the 

dates  therein  specified 

No.  90.  Statement  exhibiting  report  of  Captain  A.  H.  Bow- 
man, engineer  in  charge,  on  construction  of  cus- 
tom-houses, court-houses,  post  offices,  marine 
hospitals,  and  other  public  buildings  confided  to 

the  charge  of  the  Treasury  Department 

No.  91.  Statement  exhibiting  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  marine  hospital  fund  for  the  relief  of  sick 
and  disabled  seamen  in  the  ports  of  the  United 

States 

No.  92.  Report  of  Light-house  Board 

No.  93.  Report  of  supervising  inspectors  of  steamboats . . 

No.  94.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  House  of 
Representatives,  relative  to  construction  of  cus- 
tom-houses   

No.  95.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  recommending 
additional  legislation  with  a  view  of  more  ef- 
fectually preventing  the  under  valuation  of  mer- 
chandise   - 

No.  96.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  subject  of  home 

valuation 

No.  97.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Fourth 
Auditor,  relative  to  the  two  per  cent,  commission 
claimed  by  Albert  ^Gieenleaf,  navy  agent  at 
Washington,  for  sums  disbursed  by  him  as  pen- 
sion agent.. 

No  98.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Cu»toms,  relative  to  extra  compen- 
sation claimed  by  certain  government  employes 
for  services  rendered  in  other  than  office  hour*. .. 
No.  99.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  United  States  Coast  Survey, 
relative  to  extra  compensation  claimed  by  certain 
employe's  in  his  office  for  services  rendered  in 

other  than  office  hours 

No.  100.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment,  United 
8tates  Senate,  on  the  subject  of  retrenchment  in 
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Treasury,  report  of  Secretary  of,  papers  accompanying— Continued. 

the  expenses  of  the  government  and  improve- 
ment in  the  mode  of  doing  the  business  of  the 

Treasury  Department 

No.  101.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  ac- 
companying papers,  addressed  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  of  the  Senate,  rela- 
tive to  the  mode  of  paying  the  salaries  of  foreign 
ministers,  consuls,  commercial  agents,  &c 

Treasury,  transmitting  an  estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  re- 
storing the  light-house  works  at  Coffin's  Patches,  Florida. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  an  additional  estimate  for  mileage  and  per 
diem  for  the  members  of  the  legislative  assembly  of  the 
Territory  of  Nebraska.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  names  of  the  clerks  and 
other  persons  employed  in  the  Coast  Survey  of  the  United 
States,  with  their  compensation,  together  with  a  statement 
of  the  expenditures  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  the  report  of  the  First  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  upon  the  claim  of  the  clerks  and  employes  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  extra  compensation.  Letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  the . ... 

Treasury,  showing  the  progress  and  condition  of  the  coast  survey 
of  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  November  1, 
1856.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the . 

Treasury,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  salaries 
of  the  officers  and  workmen  at  the  mint  of  the  United 
States  at  San  Francisco,  California,  during  the  year  ending 
June  SO,  1858.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  directors  of  the  Louisville 
and  Portland  Canal,  with  an  estimate  for  an  appropriation 
for  repairing  the  same.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  an  additional  estimate  for  an  appropriation 
for  increasing  the  size  of  the  building  erecting  for  a  court- 
house and  poet  office  at  Springfield,  Illinois.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the - - ,-. 

Treasury,  transmitting  an  estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  taking 
testimony  in  cases  pending  in  the  Court  of  Claims.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Treasury  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1856.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the...... ... 

Treasury,  transmitting  an  estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  enlarg- 
ing the  building  erecting  for  a  custom-house  and  post  office 
at  Ogdensburgh,  New  York.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  relative  to  the  authority  for  the  employment  of  a  gov- 
ernment architect  in  his  department.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  names  and  compensation  of 
the  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment during  the  year  1856.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the. 

Treasury,  relative  to  the  salary  of  Ninian  Edwards,  as  superintend- 
ent of  the  Wabash  salines.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  relative  to  a  light-house  or  light-boat  at  the  marshes  at 
the  head  of  Pamlico  Sound.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Ninian  Edwards  assuper-in 
tendentof  the  Wabash  salines.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the. 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  Chickasaw  trust  fund  during  the  year  1866. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the -. 
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Treasury,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  director  of  the  mint  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  fineness  and  value  of  certain  foreign 
coins.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  an  estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  contin- 
gencies under  the  act  for  the  issue  of  loans  and  treasury 
notes.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the.. 

Treasury,  transmitting  additional  estimates  for  light-house  pur- 
poses for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the ^. 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  June  SO,  1856. 
Beport  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  statements  showing  the  condition  of  the 
banks  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  during  the  year 
1856.     Beport  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  stating  his  inability  to  make  the  statement  of  the  bal- 
ances remaining  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  more  than 
throe  years.     Letter  of  the  First  Comptroller  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  balances  upon  the  books 
of  the  Second,  Third  and  Fourth  Auditors  and  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  remaining  unsettled  more  than  three  years 
prior  to  June  30,  1856.  Report  of  the  First  Comptroller  of 
the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  balances  upon  the  books 
of  his  office  remaining  unsettled  more  than  three  years  prior 
to  June  30,  1856.     Report  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  balances  upon  the  books 
of  his  office,  remaining  unsettled  more  than  three  years 
prior  to  June  30, 1856.     Report  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  accounts  on  the  books 
of  his  office,  remaining  unsettled  more  than  three  years 
prior  to  June  30, 1856.    Report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  balances  on  the  books 
of  his  office,  remaining  unsettled  more  than  three  years 
prior  to  June  30,  1856.     Report  of  the  Register  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  copies  of  the  accounts  of  the  disbursements 
in  money  and  goods  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  during 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Report  of  the  Second 
Auditor  of  the .. ., 

Treasury  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Re- 
port of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  office  of  construction 
under  the. . ... 

Treasury  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1856.  State- 
ment of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the. 

Treasury  Department  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the 
names  and  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  other  persons 
em  ployed  in  the 

Treasury  not?s.  Estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  contingencies 
under  the  act  for  the  issue  of  loans  and 

Trust  and  special  funds  held  by  the  United  States  on  30th  June, 
1856.     Statement  of  the  balances  of  appropriations  of 

Turkey  during  the  year  1856.  Commercial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with 

Two  Sicilies  during  the  -year  1856.  Commercial  relations  of  the 
United  States  with  the 


U. 

Uruguay  during  the  year  1856.   Commercial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with „ 
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Page. 


Utah  for  the  year  1856.     Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of 
public  lands  in.  the  Territory  of 


V. 

Venezuela  during  the  year  1856.  CommercKl  relations  of  the 
United  States  with 

Vermont  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost, 
debts,  annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses  of*  the  several 
railroads  in  the  State  of - 

Vessels  in  commission  belonging  to  the  navy  on  October  1,  1856. 
Statement  of  the 

Vessels  in  ordinary,  repairing  and  equipping,  belonging  to  the  navy 
onOctoberl,  1856.     Statement  of  the 

Vessel 8  on  the  stocks  and  in  progress  of  construction  belonging  to 
the  navy  on  October  1,  1856.     Statement  of  the 

Vessels,  with  their  tonnage  and  crews,  which  cleared  from  the  United 
States  for  foreign  countries  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1856.     Statement  of  the  number  of  American  and  foreign  .. 

Vessels,  with  their  tonnage  and  crews,  which  entered  the  United 
States  from  foreign  countries  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1856.    Statement  of  the  number  of  American  and  foreign. 

Vessels  which  entered  into  and  cleared  from  the  United  States  for 
foreign  countries  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856. 
Statement  of  the  national  character  of  the  foreign 

Vessels  arriving  from  and  departing  to  each  foreign  country  during 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the  tonnage 
of  the  American  and  foreign 

Vessels  entered  into  each  State  and  Territory  during  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the  number,  crews,  and 
tonnage  of.-.-- 

Vessels  cleared  from  each  State  and  Territory  during  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the  number,  crews,  and 
tonnage  of 

Vessels,  their  tonnage  and  crews,  which  cleared  from  each  collec- 
tion district  of  the  United  States  for  foreign  countries  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the  num- 
ber of  American  and  foreign 

Vessels,  their  tonnage  and  crews,  which  entered  into  each  collec- 
tion district  of  the  United  States  from  foreign  countries 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the 
number  of  American  and  foreign. 

Vessels  which  departed  from  each  district  of  the  United  States  and 
the  countries  to  which  they  cleared  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the  number  and  tonnage  of 
American  and  foreign 

Vessels  which  entered  into  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States 
and  the  countries  from  which  they  arrived  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the  number  and  ton- 
nage of  American  and  foreign 

Vessels  built  in  each  State  and  Territory  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1856.  Statement  of  the  number,  class,  and  ton- 
nage of  the 

Vessels  built  in  the  several  States  and  Territories,  from  1815  to 
1856,  inclusive.  Statement  of  the  number,  class,  and  ton- 
nage of. ... 

Virginia  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost, 
debts,  annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses  of  the  several 
railroads  in  the  State  of 

Visitors  to  the  Military  Academy  for  the  year  1856.  Annual  re- 
port  of  the  Board  of „. 
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Thto. 


W. 


Wabash  saline*.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  tbo  Treasury  relative 
to  the  salary  of  Nioian  Edwards  as  superintendent  of  the 

Wabaah  salines.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tr«  asnry  relative 
to  the  appointment  of  Ninian  Edwards  as  superintendent 
of  the . 

War,  showing  the  operations  of  the  army  and  the  War  Department 
daring  the  year  1856.     Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of.  .  . 

Paper*  accompanying  the  above  report. 

No.    1.  Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Adju- 
tant General 

No.    2.  Reports  from  Colonel  E.  V.  Sumner.... 

No .    3.  Reports  from  the  depart  men  t  of  the  west ...... 

No.    4.  Reports  from  the  d  partment  of  the  Pacific. 

No.    5.  Report  upon  the  progress  of  the   Pacific  railroad 

ei  pi  orations  and  surveys 

No.    6.  Report  on  the  Capitol  extension,  reconstruction  of 

dome,  and  Post  Office  extension , 

No.    7.  Communication  from  the  Commanding  General  and 

sta; ements  of  the  Adj utant  General. .... . , 

No.    8.  Report  of  the  Quartermaster  General 

No.    9.  Report  of  the  Commissary  General .... ..... 

No.  10.  Report  of  the  Paymaster  General 

No.  1 1.  Report  of  the  Surgeon  General. 

No   12.  Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer 

No.  13.  Report  of  the  Chief  Topographical  Engineer 

No.  14.  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance 

War,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  in  the  erection 
of,  and  an  estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  the  extension  of, 
the  artenal  at  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina.     A  report  of 

the  Secretary  of .. 

War,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  balances  of  appropriations 
for  the  ner vice  of  the  army  and  the  War  Departm  *nt  on 

July  1,  1856.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  a  transcript  of  the  Army  Register,  showing  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  each  officer,  for  the  year  ending 

June  30,  1856.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of. 

War,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  at  the  national 
armories,  and  the  number  of  arms  and  appendages  manu- 
factured during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.     Report  of 

the  Secretary  of..... ..... — 

War,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
military  establish ment  during   the  year  ending  June  30, 

J856.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of. 

War,  relative  to  the  authority  for  the  employment  of  a  government 

architect.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of. 

War,  relative  to  the  value  of  the  commerce,  tonnage,  Ac  ,  of  the 
Ohio  and  other  western  rivers.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of.. 
War,  transmitting  the  official  Army  Register  for  1857.     Report  of 

the  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  names  and  compensation  of 
the  clerks  and  other  persona  employed  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment during  the  year  1856.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contracts  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  War  Department  daring  the  year  1856. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of • 

War,  transmitting  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  militia  of  the 
several  States  and  Territories  for  the  year  1856.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of............. 
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War,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
War  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  SO,  1866. 
Beport  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  Department  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  names 
and  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  other  persons  employed 
in  the 

War  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856.  State- 
ment of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 

Washington.  Statement  of  the  progress  in  the  geological  recon- 
noissance  of  the  Territories  of  Oregon  and 

Washington  for  the  year  1856.  Annual  report  of  the  surveyor 
general  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of . 

Washington  during  the  year  1 856.  Reports  of  the  commanding 
general  of  the  operations  of  the  army  in  the  Territory  of... 

Washington  during  the  year  1856.  Report  of  the  colonel  of  Topo- 
graphical Engineers  on  the  condition  of  the  military  roads 
in  the  Territory  of 

Washington.  Reports  on  the  numbers,  characteristics,  localities, 
rfnd  condition  of  the  Indians  in  the  Territory  of 

Washington  aqueduct  during  the  year  ending  September  SO,  1856. 
Annual  report  of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  operations 
on  the 

Washington  aqueduct  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Esti- 
mates for  an  appropriation  for  the  continuation  of  the 

Washington  infirmary  during  the  year  ending  June  30,    1856 
Statement  of  the  number  of  government  patients  admitted 
into  the . 

Washington  infirmary  on  July  1,  1856.  statement  of  the  number 
of  government  patients  remaining  In  the. 

Wines,  spirits,  &c.,  imported  annually,  from  1843  to  June  30, 1856. 
Statement  of  the  quantity  of. 

Wisconsin.  Statement  of  the  quantity  of  land  selected  und<»r  the 
several  acts  for  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
rivers,  in....... 

Wisconsin  during  the  year  1856.  Annual  report  of  the  surveyor 
general  of  public  lands  in  the  8tate  of. 

Wisconsin  during  the  year  1856.  Statement  of  the  length,  cost, 
debts,  annual  receipts,  and  running  expenses  of  the  several 
railroads  in  the  State  of 
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WASHINGTON: 

CORNELIUS  WENDELL,  PRINTER. 

1856. 


MESSAGE. 


FeUow-citizenaofthe  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

The  Constitution  requires  that  the  President  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  not  only  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  such  mea- 
sures as  he  may  judge  necessary  and  expedient,  but  also  that  he  shall 
give  information  to  them  of  the  state  of  the  Union.  To  do  this  fully 
involves  exposition  of  all  matters  in  the  actual  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, domestic  or  foreign,  which  essentially  concern  the  general  wel- 
fare. While  performing  his  constitutional  duty  in  this  respect,  the 
President  does  not  speak  merely  to  express  personal  convictions,  but 
as  the  executive  minister  of  the  government,  enabled  by  his  position, 
and  called  upon  by  his  official  obligations,  to  scan  with  an  impartial 
eye  the  interests  of  the  whole,  and  of  every  part  of  the  United  States. 

Of  the  condition  of  the  domestic  interests  of  the  Union,  its  agricul- 
ture, mines,  manufactures,  navigation,  and  commerce,  it  is  necessary 
only  to  say  that  the  internal  prosperity  of  the  country,  its  continuous 
and  steady  advancement  in  wealth  and  population,  and  in  private  as 
well  as  public  well-being,  attest  the  wisdom  of  our  institutions,  and 
the  predominant  spirit  of  intelligence  and  patriotism,  which,  notwith- 
standing occasional  irregularities  of  opinion  or  action  resulting  from 
popular  freedom,  has  distinguished  and  characterized  the  people  of 
America. 

In  the  brief  interval  between  the  termination  of  the  last  and  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  public  mind 
has  been  occupied  with  the  care  of  selecting,  for  another  constitutional 
term,  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  determination  of  the  persons,  who  are  of  right,  or  contingently, 
to  preside  over  the  administration  of  the  government,  is,  under  our 
system,  committed  to  the  States  and  the  people.  We  appeal  to  them, 
by  their  voice  pronounced  in  the  forms  of  law,  to  call  whomsoever 
they  will  to  the  high  post  of  Chief  Magistrate. 

And  thus  it  is  that  as  the  senators  represent  the  respective  States 
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of  the  Union,  and  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  the 
several  constituencies  of  each  State,  so  the  President  represents  the 
Aggregate  population  of  the  United  States.  Their  election  of  him  is 
the  explicit  and  solemn  act  of  the  sole  sovereign  authority  of  the 
Union. 

It  is  impossible  to  misapprehend  the  great  principles,  which,  by  their 
recent  political  action,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  sanc- 
tioned and  announced. 

They  have  asserted  the  constitutional  equality  of  each  and  all  of 
the  States  of  the  Union  as  States  ;  they  have  affirmed  the  constitu- 
tional equality  of  each  and  all  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  as 
citizens,  whatever  their  religion,  wherever  their  birth,  or  their  resi- 
dence ;  they  have  maintained  the  inviolability  of  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  different  sections  of  the  Union ;  and  they  have  pro- 
claimed their  devoted  and  unalterable  attachment  to  the  Union  and  to 
the  constitution,  as  objects  of  interest  superior  to  all  subjects  of  local 
or  sectional  controversy,  as  the  safeguard  of  the  rights  of  all,  as  the 
sprit  and  the  essence  of  the  liberty,  peace,  and  greatness  of  the  Re- 
public. 

In  doing  this,  they  have,  at  the  same  time,  emphatically  condemned 
the  idea  of  organizing  in  these  United  States  mere  geographical  par- 
ties ;  of  marshalling  in  hostile  array  towards  each  other  the  different 
parts  of  the  country,  North  or  South,  East  or  West. 

Schemes  of  this  nature,  fraught  with  incalculable  mischief,  and 
which  the  considerate  sense  of  the  people  has  rejected,  could  have  had 
countenance  in  no  part  of  the  country,  had  they  not  been  disguised 
by  suggestions  plausible  in  appearance,  acting  upon  an  excited  state 
of  the  public  mind,  induced  by  causes  temporary  in  their  character, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  transient  in  their  influence. 

Perfect  liberty  of  association  for  political  objects,  and  the  widest 
scope  of  discussion,  are  the  received  and  ordinary  conditions  of  gov- 
ernment in  our  country.  Our  institutions,  framed  in  the  spirit  of 
confidence  in  the  intelligence  and  integrity  of  the  people,  do  not 
forbid  citizens  either  individually  or  associated  together,  to  at- 
tack by  writing,  speech,  or  any  other  methods  short  of  physical 
force,  the  Constitution  and  the  very  existence  of  the  Union.  Under 
the  shelter  of  this  great  liberty,  and  protected  by  the  laws  and  usages 
of  the  government  they  assail,  associations  have  been  formed,  in  some 
of  the  States,  of  individuals,  who,  pretending  to  seek  only  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  the  institution  of  slavery  into  the  present  or  future  in- 
choate States  of  the  Union,  are  really  inflamed  with  desire  to  change 
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the  domestic  institutions  of  existing  States.  To  accomplish  their 
objects,  they  dedicate  themselves  to  the  odious  task  of  depreciating  the 
government  organisation  which  stands  in  their  way,  and  of  calum- 
niating, with  indiscriminate  invective,  not  only  the  citizens  of  par- 
ticular States,  with  whose  laws  they  find  fault,  but  all  others  of  their 
fellow-citizens  throughout  the  country,  who  do  not  participate  with 
them  in  their  assaults  upon  the  Constitution,  framed  and  adopted  by 
our  fathers,  and  claiming  for  the  privileges  it  has  secured,  and  the 
blessings  it  has  conferred,  the  steady  support  and  grateful  reverence 
of  their  children.  They  seek  an  object  which  they  well  know  to  be  a 
revolutionary  one.  They  are  perfectly  aware  that  the  change  in  the 
relative  condition  of  the  white  and  black  races  in  the  slaveholding 
States,  which  they  would  promote,  is  beyond  their  lawful  authority ; 
that  to  them  it  is  a  foreign  object ;  that  it  cannot  be  effected  by  any 
peaceful  instrumentality  of  theirs ;  that  for  them,  and  the  States  of 
which  they  are  citizens,  the  only  path  to  its  accomplishment  is  through 
burning  cities,  and  ravaged  fields,  and  slaughtered  populations,  and 
all  there  is  most  terrible  in  foreign,  complicated  with  civil  and  ser- 
vile war ;  and  that  the  first  step  in  the  attempt  is  the  forcible  disrup- 
tion of  a  country  embracing  in  its  broad  bosom  a  degree  of  liberty, 
and  an  amount  of  individual  and  public  prosperity,  to  which  there 
is  no  parallel  in  history,  and  substituting  in  its  place  hostile  govern- 
ments, driven  at  once  and  inevitably  into  mutual  devastation  and 
fratricidal  carnage,  transforming  the  now  peaceful  and  felicitous 
brotherhood  into  a  vast  permanent  camp  of  armed  men  like  the  rival 
monarchies  of  Europe  and  Asia.  Well  knowing  that  such,  and  such 
only,  are  the  means  and  the  consequences  of  their  plans  and  purposes, 
they  endeavor  to  prepare  the  people  of  the  United  States  for  civil  war 
by  doing  every  thing  in  their  power  to  deprive  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws  of  moral  authority,  and  to  undermine  the  fabric  of  the  Union 
by  appeals  to  passion  and  sectional  prejudice,  by  indoctrinating  its  peo- 
ple with  reciprocal  hatred,  and  by  edueating  them  to  stand  face  to 
face  as  enemies,  rather  than  shoulder  to  shoulder  as  friends. 

It  is  by  the  agency  of  such  unwarrantable  interference,  foreign  and 
domestic,  that  the  minds  of  many,  otherwise  good  citizens,  have  been 
so  inflamed  into  the  passionate  condemnation  of  the  domestic  institu- 
tions of  the  southern  States,  as  at  length  to  pass  insensibly  to  almost 
equally  passionate  hostility  towards  their  fellow-citizens  of  those 
States,  and  thus  finally  to  fall  into  temporary  fellowship  with  the 
avowed  and  active  enemies  of  the  Constitution.  Ardently  attached 
to  liberty  in  the  abstract,  they  do  not  stop  to  consider  practically  how 
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the  objects  they  would  attain  can  he  accomplished,  nor  to  reflect  that, 
even  if  the  evil  were  as  great  as  they  deem  it,  they  have  no  remedy 
to  apply,  and  that  it  can  be  only  aggravated  by  their  violence  and  un- 
constitutional action.  A  question,  which  is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
of  all  the  problems  of  social  institution,  political  economy  and 
statemanship,  they  treat  with  unreasoning  intemperance  of  thought 
and  language.  Extremes  beget  extremes.  Violent  attack  from  the 
North  finds  its  inevitable  consequence  in  the  growth  of  a  spirit  of 
angry  defiance  at  the  South.  Thus  in  the  progress  of  events  we  had 
reached  that  consummation,  which  the  voice  of  the  people  has  now  so 
pointedly  rebuked,  of  the  attempt  of  a  portion  of  the  States,  by 
a  sectional  organization  and  movement,  to  usurp  the  control  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States. 

I  confidently  believe  that  the  great  body  of  those,  who  inconsider- 
ately took  this  fatal  step,  are  sincerely  attached  to  the  Constitution  and 
the  Union.  They  would,  upon  deliberation,  shrink  with  unaffected 
horror  from  any  conscious  act  of  disunion  or  civil  war.  But  they 
have  entered  into  a  path,  which  leads  nowhere,  unless  it  be  to  civil 
war  and  disunion,  and  which  has  no  other  possible  outlet.  They 
have  proceeded  thus  far  in  that  direction  in  consequence  of  the  suc- 
cessive stages  of  their  progress  having  consisted  of  a  series  of  second- 
ary issues,  each  of  which  professed  to  be  confined  within  constitutional 
and  peaceful  limits,  but  which  attempted  indirectly  what  few  men 
were  willing  to  do  directly,  that  is,  to  act  aggressively  against  the 
constitutional  rights  of  nearly  one-half  of  the  thirty-one  States. 

In  the  long  series  of  acts  of  indirect  aggression,  the  first  was  the 
strenuous  agitation,  by  citizens  of  the  northern  States,  in  Congress 
and  out  of  it,  of  the  question  of  negro  emancipation  in  the  southern 
States. 

The  second  step  in  this  path  of  evil  consisted  of  acts  of  the  people 
of  the  northern  States,  and  in  several  instances  of  their  governments, 
aimed  to  facilitate  the  escape  of  persons  held  to  service  in  the  south- 
ern States,  and  to  prevent  their  extradition  when  reclaimed  according 
to  law  and  in  virtue  of  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  To 
promote  this  object,  legislative  enactments  and  other  means  were 
adopted  to  take  away  or  defeat  rights,  which  the  Constitution  solemnly 
guarantied.  In  order  to  nullify  the  then  existing  act  of  Congress 
concerning  the  extradition  of  fugitives  from  service,  laws  were 
enacted  in  many  States,  forbidding  their  officers,  under  the  severest 
penalties,  to  participate  in  the  execution  of  any  act  of  Congress  what* 
ever.     In  this  way  that  system  of  harmonious  co-operation  between 
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the  authorities  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several  States,  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  common  institutions,  which  existed  in  the  early 
years  of  the  Republic,  was  destroyed  ;  conflicts  of  jurisdiction  came 
to  be  frequent;  and  Congress  found  itself  compelled,  for  the  support 
of  the  Constitution,  and  the  vindication  of  its  power,  to  authorize  the 
appointment  of  new  officers  charged  with  the  execution  of  its  acts,  as 
if  they  and  the  officers  of  the  States  were  the  ministers,  respectively, 
of  foreign  governments  in  a  state  of  mutual  hostility,  rather  than 
fellow  magistrates  of  a  common  country,  peacefully  subsisting  under 
the  protection  of  one  well-constituted  Union.  Thus  here,  also,  ag- 
gression was  followed  by  reaction ;  and  the  attacks  upon  the  Consti- 
tution at  this  point  did  but  serve  to  raise  up  new  barriers  for  its  de- 
fence and  security. 

The  third  stage  of  this  unhappy  sectional  controversy  was  in  con- 
nexion with  the  organization  of  territorial  governments,  and  the 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union.  When  it  was  proposed  to 
admit  the  State  of  Maine,  by  separation  of  territory  from  that  of 
Massachusetts,  and  the  State  of  Missouri,  formed  of  a  portion  of  the 
territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  representatives  in 
Congress  objected  to  the  admission  of  the  latter,  unless  with  conditions 
suited  to  particular  views  of  public  policy.  The  imposition  of -such 
a  condition  was  successfully  resisted.  But,  at  the  same  period,  the 
question  was  presented  of  imposing  restrictions  upon  the  residue  of 
the  teiritory  ceded  by  France.  That  question  was,  for  the  time,  dis- 
posed of  by  the  adoption  of  a  geographical  line  of  limitation. 

In  this  connexion  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  when  France,  of  her 
own  accord,  resolved,  for  considerations  of  the  most  far-sighted  sa- 
gacity, to  cede  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  and  that  accession 
was  accepted  by  the  United  States,  the  latter  expressly  engaged  that 
"  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the 
Union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States ;  and  in  the  meantime  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected 
in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion 
which  they  profess" — that  is  to  say,  while  it  remains  in  a  territorial 
condition,  its  inhabitants  are  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free 
enjoyment  of  their  liberty  and  property,  with  a  right  then  to  pass 
into  the  condition  of  States  on  a  footing  of  perfect  equality  with  the 
original  States. 
The  enactment,  which  established  the  restrictive  geographical  line, 
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was  acquiesced  in  rather  than  approved  by  the  States  of  the  Union* 
It  stood  on  the  statute  hook,  however,  for  a  number  of  years ;  and 
the  people  of  the  respective  States  acquiesced  in  the  re-enactment  of 
the  principle  as  applied  to  the  State  of  Texas ;  and  it  was  proposed  to 
acquiesce  in  its  further  application  to  the  territory  acquired  by  the 
United  States  from  Mexico.  But  this  proposition  was  successfully 
resisted  by  the  representatives  from  the  northern  States,  who,  regard- 
less of  the  statute  line,  insisted  upon  applying  restriction  to  the  new 
territory  generally,  whether  lying  north  or  south  of  it,  thereby  re* 
pealing  it  as  a  legislative  compromise,  and,  on  the  part  of  the  North, 
persistently  violating  the  compact,  if  compact  there  was. 

Thereupon  this  enactment  ceased  to  have  binding  virtue  in  any 
sense,  whether  as  respects  the  North  or  the  South ;  and  so  in  effect 
it  was  treated  on  the  occasion  of  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, and  the  organization  of  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico,  Utah, 
and  Washington. 

Such  was  the  state  of  this  question,  when  the  time  arrived  for  the 
organization  of  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  In  the 
progress  of  constitutional  inquiry  and  reflection,  it  had  now  at  length 
come  to  be  seen  clearly  that  Congress  does  not  possess  constitutional 
power  to  impose  restrictions  of  this  character  upon  any  present  or 
future  State  of  the  Union.  In  a  long  series  of  decisions,  on  the  full- 
est argument,  and  after  the  most  deliberate  consideration,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  had  finally  determined  this  point,  in  every 
form  under  which  the  question  could  arise,  whether  as  affecting  public 
or  private  rights — in  questions  of  the  public  domain,  of  religion,  of 
navigation,  and  of  servitude.   * 

The  several  States  of  the  Union  are,  by  force  of  the  Constitution, 
co-equal  in  domestic  legislative  power.  Congress  cannot  change  a  law 
of  domestic  relation  in  the  State  of  Maine ;  no  more  can  it  in  the  State 
of  Missouri.  Any  statute  which  proposes  to  do  this  is  a  mere  nullity  ; 
it  takes  away  no  right,  it  confers  none.  If  it  remains  on  the  statute- 
book  unrepealed,  it  remains  there  only  as  a  monument  of  error,  and 
a  beacon  of  warning  to  the  legislator  and  the  statesman.  To  repeal 
it  will  be  only  to  remove  imperfection  from  the  statutes,  without  af- 
fecting, either  in  the  sense  of  permission  or  of  prohibition,  the  action 
of  the  States,  or  of  their  citizens. 

Still,  when  the  nominal  restriction  of  this  nature,  already  a  dead 
letter  in  law,  was  in  terms  repealed  by  the  last  Congress,  in  a  clause 
of  the  act  organizing  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  that 
repeal  was  made  the  occasion  of  a  wide-spread  and  dangerous  agitation. 
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It  was  alleged  that  the  original  enactment  being  a  compact  of 
perpetual  moral  obligation,  its  repeal  constituted  an  odious  breach  ot 
faith. 

An  act  of  Congress,  while  it  remains  unrepealed,  more  especially  if 
it  be  constitutionally  valid  in  the  judgment  of  those  public  functiona- 
ries whose  duty  it  is  to  pronounce  on  that  point,  is  undoubtedly  bind- 
ing on  the  conscience  of  each  good  citizen  of  the  Republic.     But  in. 
what  sense  can  it  be  asserted  that  the  enactment  in  question  was  in- 
vested with  perpetuity  and  entitled  to  the  respect  of  a  solemn  com- 
pact?   Between  whom  was  the  compact?    No  distinct  contending 
powers  of  the  government,  no  separate  sections,  of  the  Union,  treating 
as  such,  entered  into  treaty  stipulations  on  the  subject.    It  was  a  mere, 
clause  of  an  act  of  Congress,  and  like  any  other  controverted  matter 
ol  legislation,  received  its  final  shape  and  was  passed  by  compromise- 
of  the  conflicting  opinions  or  sentiments  of  the  members  of  Congress, 
But  if  it  had  moral  authority  over  men's  consciences,  to  whom  did 
this  authority  attach  ?  Not  to  those  of  the  North,  who  had  repeatedly, 
refused  to  confirm  it  by  extension,  and  who  had  zealously  striven  to 
establish  other  and  incompatible  regulations  upon  the  s&bject.     And 
if,  as  it  thus  appears,  the  supposed  compact  had  no.  obligatory  forc% 
as  to  the  North,  of  course  it  could  not  have  had  any  as  to  the  South, 
for  all  such  compacts  must  be  mutual  and  of  reciprocal  obligation. 

It  has  not  unfrequently  happened  that  law-givers,  with  undue  esti- 
mation of  the  value  of  the  law  they  give,  or  in  the  view  of  imparting 
to  it  peculiar  strength,  make  it  perpetual  in  terms;  bat  they  caanoi 
thus  bind  the  conscience,  the  judgment,  and  the  will  of  those  who. 
may  succeed  them,  invested  with  similar  responsibilities,  and  clothed, 
with  equal  authority.  More  careful  investigation  may  prove  the  law* 
to  be  unsound  in  principle.  Experience  may  show  it  to  be  imperfect 
in  detail  and  impracticable  in  execution.  And  then  both  reason  and* 
right  combine  not  merely  to  justify,  but  to  require  its  repeal. 

The  Constitution,  supreme  as  it  is  over  ail  the  departments  of  the* 
government,  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial,  is  open  to  amend-* 
ment  by  its  very  terms ;  and  Congress  or  the  States  may,  in  their  dis- 
cretion, propose  amendment  to  it,  solemn  compact  though  it  in  truth 
is  between  the  sovereign  States  of  the  Union.  In  the  present  instance,, 
a  political  enactment,  which  had  ceased  to  have  legal  power  or  au- 
thority of  any  kind,  was  repealed.  The  position  asgumed,  that  Con* 
gress  had  no  moral  right  to  enact  such  repeal,  was  strange  enough, 
and  singularly  so  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  argument  came  front 
those  who  openly  refused  obedience  to  existing  laws  of  the  land,  hav- 
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ihg  the  same  popular  designation  and  quality  as  compromise  acts — 
nay,  more,  who  unequivocally  disregarded  and  condemned  the  most 
positive  and  obligatory  injunctions  of  the  Constitution  itself,  and 
sought,  by  every  means  within  their  reach,  to  deprive  a  portion  of 
their4 fellow-citizens  of  the  equal  enjoyment  of  those  rights  and  priv- 
ileges guarantied  alike  to  all  by  the  fundamental  compact  of  our 
Union. 

This  argument  against  the  repeal  of  the  statute  line  in  question, 
was  accompanied  by  another  of  congenial  character,  and  equally 
with  the  former  destitute  of  foundation  in  reason  and  truth.  It  was 
imputed  that  the  measure  originated  in  the  conception  of  extending 
the  limits  of  slave-labor  beyond  those  previously  assigned  to  it,  and 
that  such  was  its  natural  as  well  as  intended  effect ;  and  these  base- 
less assumptions  were  made,  in  the  northern  States,  the  ground  of 
unceasing  assault  upon  constitutional  right. 

The  repeal  in  terms  of  a  statute,  which  was  already  obsolete,  and 
also  null  for  unconstitutionality,  could  have  no  influence  to  obstruct 
or  to  promote  the  propagation  of  conflicting  views  of  political  or 
social  institution.  When  the  act  organizing  the  Territories  of  Kan- 
sas and  Nebraska  was  passed,  the  inherent  effect  upon  that  portion 
of  the  public  domain  thus  opened  to  legal  settlement,  was  to  ad- 
mit settlers  from  all  the  States  of  the  Union  alike,  each  with  his  con- 
victions of  public  policy  and  private  interest,  there  to  found  in  their 
discretion,  subject  to  such  limitations  as  the  Constitution  and  acts  of 
♦Congress  might  prescribe,  new  States,  hereafter  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union.  It  was  a  free  field,  open  alike  to  all,  whether  the  statute 
line  of  assumed  restriction  were  repealed  or  not.  That  repeal  did  not 
open  to  free  competition  of  the  diverse  opinions  and  domestic  institu- 
tions a  field,  which,  without  such  repeal,  would  have  been  closed 
against  them  :  it  found  that  field  of  competition  already  opened,  in 
fact  and  in  law.  All  the  repeal  did  was  to  relieve  the  statute-book  of 
an  objectionable  enactment,  unconstitutional  in  effect,  and  injurious 
in  terms  to  a  large  portion  of  the  States. 

Is  it  the  fact,  that,  in  all  the  unsettled  regions  of  the  United  States, 
if  emigration  be  left  free  to  act  in  this  respect  for  itself,  without  legal 
prohibitions  on  either  side,  slave-labor  will  spontaneously  go  every- 
where, in  preference  to  free  labor  ?  Is  it  the  fact,  that  the  peculiar 
domestic  institutions  of  the  southern  States  possess  relatively  so  much 
of  vigor,  that,  wheresoever  an  avenue  is  freely  open  to  all  the  world, 
they  will  penetrate  to  the  exclusion  of  those  of  the  northern  States  ? 
Is  it  the  fact,  that  the  former  enjoy,  compared  with  the  latter,  such 
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irresistibly  superior  vitality,  independent  of  climate,  soil,  and  all 
other  accidental  circumstances,  as  to  be  able  to  produce  the  supposed 
result,  in  spite  of  the  assumed  moral  and  natural  obstacles  to  its 
accomplishment,  and  of  the  more  numerous  population  of  the  north- 
ern States  ? 

The  argument  of  those,  who  advocate  the  enactment  of  new  laws  of 
restriction,  and  condemn  the  repeal  of  old  ones,  in  effect  avers  that 
their  particular  views  of  government  have  no  self-extending  or  self- 
sustaining  power  of  their  own,  and  will  go  nowhere  unless  forced  by 
act  of  Congress.  And  if  Congress  do  but  pause  for  a  moment  in  the 
policy  of  stern  coercion  ;  if  it  venture  to  try  the  experiment  of  leav- 
ing men  to  judge  for  themselves  what  institutions  will  best  suit  them  ; 
if  it  be  not  strained  up  to  perpetual  legislative  exertion  on  this  point ; 
if  Congress  proceed  thus  to  act  in  the  very  spirit  of  liberty,  it  is  at 
once  charged  with  aiming  to  extend  slave  labor  into  all  the  new  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States. 

Of  course,  these  imputations  on  the  intentions  of  Congress  in  this 
respect,  conceived  as  the/  .ie  in  prejudice,  and  disseminated  in  pas- 
sion, are  utterly  destitute  of  any  justification  in  the  nature  of  things, 
and  contrary  to  all  the  fundamental  doctrines  and  principles  of  civil 
liberty  and  self-government. 

While  therefore,  in  general,  the  people  of  the  northern  States  have 
never,  at  any  time,  arrogated  for  the  federal  government  the  power 
to  interfere  directly  with  the  domestic  condition  of  persons  in  the 
southern  States,  but  on  the  contrary  have  disavowed  all  such  inten- 
tions, and  have  shrunk  from  conspicuous  affiliation  with  those  few 
who  pursue  their  fanatical  objects  avowedly  through  the  contemplated 
means  of  revolutionary  change  of  the  government,  and  with  accept- 
ance of  the  necessary  consequences — a  civil  and  servile  war — yet  many 
citizens  have  suffered  themselves  to  be  drawn  into  one  evanescent  polit- 
ical issue  of  agitation  after  another,  appertaining  to  the  same  set  of 
opinions,  and  which  subsided  as  rapidly  as  they  arose  when  it  came  to 
be  seen,  as  it  uniformly  did,  that  they  were  incompatible  with  the 
compacts  of  the  Constitution  and  the  existence  of  the  Union.  Thus, 
when  the  acts  of  some  of  the  States  to  nullify  the  existing  extradition 
law  imposed  upon  Congress  the  duty  of  passing  a  new  one,  the  country 
was  invited  by  agitators  to  enter  into  party  organization  for  its 
peal ;  but  that  agitation  speedily  ceased  by  reason  of  the  impracti 
bility  of  its  object.  So,  when  the  statute  restriction  upon  the  institu- 
tions of  new  States,  by  a  geographical  line,  had  been  repealed,  the 
country  was  urged  to  demand  its  restoration,  and  that  project  also 
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died  almost  with  its  birth.  Then  followed  the  cry  of  alarm  from  thg 
North  against  imputed  southern  encroachments ;  which  cry  sprang  in, 
reality  from  the  spirit  of  revolutionary,  attack  on  the  domestic,  institi^- 
tioos  of  the  South,  and,  after  a  troubled  existence  of  a  fewt,mpnthfy 
has  been  rebuked  by  the  voice  of  a  patriotic  people. 

Of  this  last  agitation,  one  lamentable  feature  was,  that  ip  w*9  car- 
ried on  at  the  immediate  expense  of  the  peftce  «yad  happiness  of  thq 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas*  That  was  made  the  battle-field, 
not  so  much  of  opposing  factions  or  interests  within  itself,  a$  of  the, 
conflicting  passions  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States.  Revo- 
lutionary disorder  in  Kansas  had  its  origin  in  projects  of  intervention, 
deliberately  arranged  by  certain  members  of  that  Congress,  which, 
eqapted  the  law  for  the  organization  of  the  Territory.  And  when, 
propagandist  colonization  of  Kansas  had  thus  been  undertaken  in  one, 
section  of  the  Union,  for  the  systematic  promotion  of  its  peculiar  vie w# 
of  policy,  there  ensued,  as  a  matter  of  course,  a  counter-action  with, 
opposite  views,  in  other  sections  of  the  Union. 

In  consequence  of  these  and  other  incidents,  many  acts  of  disorder 
it  is  undeniable,  have  been  perpetrated  in  Kansas,  to  the  occasional 
interruption,  rather  than  the  permanent  suspension,  of  regular  gov- 
ernment. Aggressive  and  most  reprehensible  incursions  into  the  Ter- 
ritory were  undertaken,  both  in  the  North  and  the  South,  and  entered 
it  on  its  northern  border  by  the  way  of  Iowa,  as  well  as  on  the  eastern 
ty  way  of  Missouri ;  and  there  has  existed  within  it  a  state  of  insur- 
rection against  the  constituted  authorities,  not  without  countenance 
from  inconsiderate  persons  in  each  of  the  great  sections  of  the  Union. 
But  the  difficulties  in  that  Territory  have  been  extravagantly  exagger- 
ated for  purposes  of  political  agitation  elsewhere.  The  number  and 
gravity  of  the  acts  of  violence  have  been  magnified  partly  by  state- 
ments entirely  untrue,  and  partly  by  reiterated  accounts  of  the  same 
rumors  or  facts.  Thus  the  Territory  has  been  seemingly  filled  with, 
extreme  violence,  when  the  whole  amount  of  such  acts  has  not  been 
greater  than  what  occasionally  passes,  before  us  in  single  cities  to  the 
regret  of  all  good  citizens,  but  without  being  regarded  as.  of  generaj 
or  permanent  political  consequence. 

Imputed  irregularities  in  the  elections  ha<jl  in  Kansas,  like  occa^ 
sional  irregularities  of  the  same  description  in  the  States,  were  be- 
yond the  sphere  of  action  of  the  Executive.  But  incidents  of  actual 
violence  or  of  organized  obstruction  of  law,  pertinaciously  renewed 
from  time  to  time,  have  been  met  as  they  occurred,  by  such  means,  aji 
were  available  and  as  the  circumstances  required ;  apd  nothing  of  tbU, 
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character  now  remains  to  afreet  the  general  peace  of  the  Union.  The 
attempt  of  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  to  erect  a  revolu- 
tionary government,  though  sedulously  encouraged  and  supplied 
With  pecuniary  aid  from  active  agents  of  disorder  in.  some  of  tH4 
fetates,  has  completely  failed,  bodies  of  armed  men,  foreign  to  the 
territory,  have  been  prevented  from  entering  or  compelled  to  leave 
it.  Predatory  bands,  engaged  in  acts  of  rapine,  under  cover  of  the 
existing  political  disturbances,  have  been  arrested  or  dispersed.  And 
every  well  disposed  person  is  now  enabled  once  more  to  devote  him- 
self in  peace  to  the  pursuits  of  prosperous  industry,  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  which  he  undertook  to  participate  in  the  settlement  of  thi 
Territory. 

It  affords  ine  unmingled  satisfaction  thus  to  announce  thfe 
peaceful  condition  of  thing's  in  Kansas,  especially  considering  the 
means  to  which  it  was  necessary  to  have  recourse  for  the  attainment 
of  the  end,  nainely,  the  employment  of  ft  part  of  the  military  force  of 
the  United  States.  The  ^withdrawal  of  that  force  from  its  proper  duty 
of  defending  the  country  against  foreign  fo4s  or  the  savages  of  the 
frontier,  to  etbploy  it  for  the  suppression  of  domestic  insurrection,  ife, 
wh£n  the  exigency  occurs,  a  matter  of  the  most  earnest  solicitude.  Oh 
this  occasion  of  imperative  necessity  it  has  been  done  with  the  best 
results,  and  my  satisfaction  in  the  attainment  of  such  results  by  such 
ihe&ns  is  greatly  enhanced  by  the  consideration,  that,  through  the 
wisdom  and  energy  of  the  present  Executive  of  Kansas,  and  the  pru- 
dence, firmness  and  vigilance  of  the  military  officers  on  duty  there, 
tranquillity  has  been  restored  without  one  drop  of  blood  having  been 
shed  in  its  accomplishment  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States. 

The  restoration  of  comparative  tranquillity  in  tbat  Territory  fur- 
nishes the  means  of  observing  calmly,  and  appreciating  at  their  just 
value,  the  events  which  have  occurred  there,  and  the  discussions  of 
Which  the  government  of  the  Territory  has  been  the  subject. 

We  perceive  that  controversy  concerning  its  future  domestic  insti- 
tutions was  inevitable  ;  that  no  human  prudence,  no  form  of  legis- 
lation, no  Wisdom  on  the  part  of  Congress,  could  have  prevented 
Ate. 

It  is  idle  to  suppose  that  the  particular  provisions  of  their  organic 
law  were  the  cause  of  agitation.  Those  provisions  were  but  the  oc- 
casion, or  the  pretext  of  an  agitation,  which  was  inherent  in  the  na- 
ture of  things.  Congress  legislated  upon  the  subject  in  such  terms  as 
were  most  consonant  with  the  principle  of  popular  sovereignty  which 
underlies  our  government.     It  could  not  have  legislated  otherwise 
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without  doing  violence  to  another  great  principle  of  our  institutional 
the  imprescriptible  right  of  equality  of  the  several  States. 

We  perceive,  also,  that  sectional  interests  and  party  passions,  have 
been  the  great  impediment  to  the  salutary  operation  of  the  organic 
principles  adopted,  and  the  chief  cause  of  the  successive  disturbances 
in  Kansas.  The  assumption  that,  because  in  the  organization  of  the 
Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  Congress  abstained  from  impos- 
ing restraints  upon  them  to  which  certain  other  Territories  had  been 
subject,  therefore  disorders  occurred  in  the  latter  Territory,  is  emphati- 
cally contradicted  by  the  fact  that  none  have  occurred  in  the  former. 
Those  disorders  were  not  the  consequence,  in  Kansas,  of  the  freedom 
of  self-government  conceded  to  that  Territory  by  Congress,  but  o 
unjust  interference  on  the  part  of  persons  not  inhabitants  of  the  Ter- 
ritory. Such  interference,  wherever  it  has  exhibited  itself,  by  acts  of 
insurrectionary  character,  or  of  obstruction  to  proces  of  law,  has 
been  repelled  or  suppressed,  by  all  the  means  which  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive. 

In  those  parts  of  the  United  States  where,  by  reason  of  the  inflamed 
state  of  the  public  mind,  false  rumors  and  misrepresentations  have 
the  greatest  currency,  it  has  been  assumed  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Executive  not  only  to  suppress  insurrectionary  movements  in 
Kansas,  but  also  to  see  to  the  regularity  of  local  elections.  It  needs 
little  argument  to  show  that  the  President  has  no  such  power.  All 
government  in  the  United  States  rests  substantially  upon  popular 
election.  The  freedom  of  elections  is  liable  to  be  impaired  by  the  in- 
trusion of  unlawful  votes,  or  the  exclusion  of  lawful  ones,  by  improper 
influences,  by  violence,  or  by  fraud.  But  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  themselves  the  all-sufficient  guardians  of  their  own  rights, 
and  to  suppose  that  they  will  not  remedy,  in  due  season,  any  such  in- 
cidents of  civil  freedom,  is  to  suppose  them  to  have  ceased  to  be  capa- 
ble of  self-government.  The  President  of  the  United  States  has  not 
power  to  interpose  in  elections,  to  see  to  their  freedom,  to  canvass 
theii  votes,  or  to  pass  upon  their  legality  in  the  Territories  any  more 
than  in  the  States.  If  he  had  such  power  the  government  might  be 
republican  in  form,  but  it  would  be  a  monarchy  in  fact ;  and  if  he  had 
undertaken  to  exercise  it  in  the  case  of  Kansas,  he  would  have  been 
justly  subject  to  the  charge  of  usurpation,  and  of  violation  of  the 
dearest  rights  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Unwise  laws,  equally  with  irregularities  at  elections,  are,  in  periods 
of  great  excitement,  the  occasional  incidents  of  even  the  freest  and 
best  political  institutions.     But  all  experience  demonstrates  that  in  a 
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country  like  ours,  where  the  right  of  self  constitution  exists  in  the 
completest  form,  the  attempt  to  remedy  unwise  legislation  by  resort 
to  revolution}  is  totally  out  of  place ;  inasmuch  as  existing  legal  insti- 
tutions afford  more  prompt  and  efficacious  means  for  the  redress  ol 
wrong. 

I  confidently  trust  that  now,  when  the  peaceful  condition  of  Kan- 
sas affords  opportunity  for  calm  reflection  and  wise  legislation,  eithei 
the  legislative  assembly  of  the  Territory,  or  Congress,  will  see  that  no 
act  shall  remain  on  its  statute-book  violative  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  or  subversive  of  the  great  objects  for  which  that  was 
ordained  and  established,  and  will  take  all  other  necessary  steps  to 
assure  to  its  inhabitants  the  enjoyment,  without  obstruction  or  abridg- 
ment, of  all  the  constitutional  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  as  contemplated  by  the  organic  law  of 
the  Territory. 

Full  information  in  relation  to  recent  events  in  this  Territory  will 
be  found  in  the  documents  communicated  herewith  from  the  Depart- 
ments of  State  and  War. 

I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  par- 
ticular information  concerning  the  financial  condition  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  various  branches  of  the  public  service  connected  with 
the  Treasury  Department. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  the  receipts  from  customs  were,  for  the 
first  time,  more  than  sixty-four  million  dollars,  and  from  all  sources, 
seventy-three  million  nine  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-one  dollars ;  which,  with  the  balance  on  hand  up  to 
the  1st  of  July,  1855,  made  the  total  resources  of  the  year  amount 
to  ninety-two  million  eight  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  one  hundred 
and  seventeen  dollars.  The  expenditures,  including  three  million 
dollars  in  execution  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  and  excluding  sums 
paid  on  account  of  the  public  debt,  amounted  to  sixty  million  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand  four  hundred  and  one  dollars ; 
and,  including  the  latter,  to  seventy-two  million  nine  hundred  and 
forty-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars,  the  pay* 
ment  on  this  account  having  amounted  to  twelve  million  seven  hun- 
dred and  seven ty-six  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  was  sixty- 
nine  million  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  dollars.  There  was  a  subsequent  increase  of  two  million 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  debt  of  Texas— 
a  total  of  seventy-one  million  eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
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thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars.  Of  this,  the  sum  of 
'forty-five  million  five  hundred  and  twenty -five  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  dollars,  including  premium,  has  been  discharged, 
reducing  the  debt  to  thirty  million  nine  hundred  and  sixty-three 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine  dollars ;  all  which  might  be  paid 
within  a  year  without  embarrassing  the  public  service,  but  being 
not  yet  due,  and  only  redeemable  at  the  option  of  the  holder,  cannot 
be  pressed  to  payment  by  the  government. 

On  examining  the  expenditures  of  the  last  five  years,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  average,  deducting  payments  on  account  of  the  public 
debt,  and  ten  million  dollars  paid  by  treaty  to  Mexico,  has  been  but  about 
forty-eight  million  dollars.  It  is  believed  that,  under  an  economical 
administration  of  the  government,  the  average  expenditure  for  the 
ensuing  five  years  will  not  exceed  that  sum,  unless  extraordinary 
occasion  for  its  increase  should  occur.  The  acts  granting  bounty 
lands  will  soon  have  been  executed,  lyhile  the  extension  of  our  frontier 
settlements  will  cause  a  continued  demand  for  lands  and  augmented 
receipts,  probably,  from  that  source.  These  considerations  will  justify 
a  reduction  of  the  revenue  from  customs,  so  as  not  to  exceed  forty- 
eight  or  fifty  million  dollars,  t  think  the  exigency  for  such  reduction 
is  imperative,  and  again  urge  it  upon  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

The  amount  of  reduction,  as  well  as  the  manner  of  effecting  it,  are 

questions  of  great  and  general  interest ;  it  being  essential  to  industrial 

enterprise  and  the  public  prosperity,  as  well  as  the  dictate  of  obvious 

justice,  that  the  burden  of  taxation  be  made  to  rest  as  equally  as  pos- 

dble  upon  all  classes,  and  all  sections  and  interests  of  the  country. 

I  have  heretofore  recommended  to  your  consideration  the  revision  of 
ihe  revenue  laws,  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  also  legislation  upon  some  special  questions  affecting 
ihe  business  of  that  department,  more  especially  the  enactment  of  a 
law  to  punish  the  abstraction  of  official  books  or  papers  from  the  files 
jf  the  government,  and  requiring  all  such  books  and  papers  and  all 
other  public  property  to  be  turned  over  by  the  out-going  officer  to  his 
successor ;  of  a  law  requiring  disbursing  officers  to  deposite  all  public 
money  in  the  vaults  of  the  treasury  or  in  other  legal  depositories, 
where  the  same  are  conveniently  accessible ;  and  a  law  to  extend  ex- 
isting penal  provisions  to  all  persons  who  may  become  possessed  of 
public  money  by  deposite  or  otherwise,  and  who  shall  refuse  or  neg- 
lect, on  due  demand,  to  pay  the  same  into  the  treasury.  I  invite 
your  attention  anew  to  each  of  these  objects. 

The  army  during  the  past  year  has  been  so  constantly  employed 
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against  hostile  Indians  in  various  quarters,  that  it  can  scarcely  be 
said,  with  propriety  of  language,  to  have  been  a  peace  establishment. 
Its  duties  have  been  satisfactorily  performed,  and  we  have  reason  to 
expect,  as  a  result  of  the  year's  operations,  greater  security  to  the 
frontier  inhabitants  than  has  been  hitherto  enjoyed.  Extensive  com- 
binations among  the  hostile  Indians  of  the  Territories  of  Washing- 
ton and  Oregon  at  one  time  threatened  the  devastation  of  the  newly- 
formed  settlements  of  that  remote  portion  of  the  country.  From  re- 
cent information,  we  are  permitted  to  hope  that  the  energetic  and 
successful  operations  conducted  there  will  prevent  such  combinations 
in  future,  and  secure  to  those  Territories  an  opportunity  to  make 
steady  progress  in  the  development  of  their  agricultural  and  mineral 
resources. 

Legislation  has  been  recommended  by  me  on  previous  occasions  to 
cure  defects  in  the  existing  organization,  and  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  army,  and  further  observation  has  but  served  to  confirm  me 
in  the  views  then  expressed,  and  to  enforce  on  my  mind  the  convic- 
tion that  such  measures  are  not  only  proper  but  necessary. 

I  have,  in  addition,  to  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  a  change 
of  policy  in  the  distribution  of  troops,  and  to  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding a  more  rapid  increase  of  the  military  armament.  For  details 
of  these  and  other  subjects  relating  to  the  army,  I  refer  to  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  condition  of  the  navy  is  not  merely  satisfactory,  but  exhibits 
the  most  gratifying  evidences  of  increased  vigor.  As  it  is  compara- 
tively small,  it  is  more  important  that  it  should  be  as  complete  as 
possible  in  all  the  elements  of  strength ;  that  it  should  be  efficient  in 
the  character  of  its  officers,  in  the  zeal  and  discipline  of  its  men,  in 
the  reliability  of  its  ordnance,  and  in  the  capacity  of  its  ships.  In  all 
these  various  qualities  the  navy  has  made  great  progress  within  the 
last  few  years.  The  execution  of  the  law  of  Congress,  of  February 
28, 1855,  "  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  navy/'  has  been  attended 
by  the  most  advantageous  results.  The  law  for  promoting  discipline 
among  the  men  is  found  convenient  and  salutary.  The  system  of 
granting  an  honorable  discharge  to  faithful  seamen  on  the  expiration 
of  the  period  of  their  enlistment,  and  permitting  them  to  re-enlist 
after  a  leave  of  absence  of  a  few  months,  without  cessation  of  pay,  is 
highly  beneficial  in  its  influence.  The  apprentice  system  recently 
adopted  is  evidently  destined  to  incorporate  into  the  service  a  large 
number  of  our  countrymen  hitherto  so  difficult  to  procure.  Several 
hundred  American  boys  are  now  on  a  three  years'  cruise  in  our  na- 
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tional  vessels,  and  will  return  well  trained  seamen.  In  the  ordnance 
department  there  is  a  decided  and  gratifying  indication  of  progress 
creditable  to  it  and  to  the  country.  The  suggestions  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  in  regard  to  further  improvement  in  that  branch  of  the 
service,  I  commend  to  your  favorable  action. 

The  new  frigates  ordered  by  Congress  are  now  afloat,  and  two  of 
them  in  active  service.  They  are  superior  models  of  naval  architec- 
ture, and  with  their  formidable  battery  add  largely  to  public  strength 
and  security. 

I  concur  in  the  views  expressed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Department 
in  favor  of  a  still  further  increase  of  our  naval  force. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  presents  facts  and  views 
in  relation  to  internal  affairs  over  which  the  supervision  of  his  depart- 
ment extends,  of  much  interest  and  importance. 

The  aggregate  sales  of  the  public  lands,  during  the  last  fiscal  year, 
amount  to  nine  million  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres ;  for  which  has  been  received  the 
sum  of  eight  million  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  fourteen  dollars.  During  the  same  period  there  have 
been  located,  with  military  scrip  and  land-warrants,  and  for  other 
purposes,  thirty  million  one  hundred  thousand  two  hundred  and 
thirty  acres,  thus  making  a  total  aggregate  of  thirty-nine  million  three 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  eight  acres. 
On  the  30th  of  September  last,  surveys  had  been  made  of  sixteen  mil- 
lion eight  hundred  and  seventy-three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  acres,  a  large  proportion  of  which  is  ready  for  market. 

The  suggestions  in  this  report  in  regard  to  the  complication  and 
progressive  expansion  of  the  business  of  the  different  bureaux  of  the 
department ;  to  the  pension  system  ;  to  the  colonization  of  Indian 
tribes,  and  the  recommendations  in  relation  to  various  improvements 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  are  especially  commended  to  your  consid- 
eration. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  presents  fully  the  condition 
of  that  department  of  the  government.  Its  expenditures  for  the  last 
fiscal  year,  were  ten  million  four  hundred  and  seven  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars ;  and  its  gross  receipts  seven  million 
six  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one  dollars — 
making  an  excess  of  expenditure  over  receipts  of  two  million  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-«even  thousand  and  forty-six  dollars.  The  de- 
ficiency of  this  department  is  thus  seven  hundred  and  forty-four 
thousand  dollars  greater  than  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1853.    Of 
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this  deficiency,  three  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  is  to  he 
attributed  to  the  additional  compensation  allowed  postmasters  by  the 
act  of  CongTess  of  June  22,  1854.  The  mail  facilities  in  every  part 
the  country  have  been  very  much  increased  in  that  period,  and  the 
large  addition  of  railroad  service,  amounting  to  seven  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eight  miles,  has  added  largely  to  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation. 

The  inconsiderable  augmentation  of  the  income  of  the  Post  Office 
epartment  under  the  reduced  rates  of  postage,  and  its  increasing  ex- 
penditures, must,  for  the  present,  make  it  dependent  to  some  extent 
upon  the  treasury  for  support.  The  recommendations  of  the  Post- 
master General,  in  relation  to  the  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege, 
and  his  views  on  the  establishment  of  mail  steamship  lines,  deserve 
the  consideration  of  Congress.  I  also  call  the  special  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  statement  of  the  Postmaster  General  respecting  the 
sums  now  paid  for  the  transportation  of  mails  to  the  Panama  Bail- 
road  Company,  and  commend  to  their  early  and  favorable  considera- 
tion the  suggestions  of  that  officer  in  relation  to  new  contracts  for 
mail  transportation  upon  that  route,  and  also  upon  the  Tehuantepec 

and  Nicaragua  routes. 
The  United  States  continue  in  the  enjoyment  of  amicable  relations 

with  all  foreign  powers. 

When  my  last  annual  message  was  transmitted  to  Congress,  two 
subjects  of  controversy,  one  relating  to  the  enlistment  of  soldiers  in 
this  country  for  foreign  service,  and  the  other  to  Central  America, 
threatened  to  disturb  good  understanding  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain.  Of  the  progress  and  termination  of  the  former 
question  you  were  informed  at  the  time  ;  and  the  other  is  now  in  the 
way  of  satisfactory  adjustment. 

The  object  of  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Greai 
Britain  of  the  19th  of  April,  1850,  was  to  secure,  for  the  benefit  of 
all  nations,  the  neutrality  and  the  common  use  of  any  transit  way, 
or  interoceanic  communication,  across  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  which 
might  be  opened  within  the  limits  of  Central  America.  The  preten- 
sion subsequently  asserted  by  Great  Britain,  to  dominion  or  control 
over  territories,  in  or  near  two  of  the  routes,  those  of  Nicaragua  and 
Honduras,  were  deemed  by  the  United  States,  not  merely  incompati- 
ble with  the  main  object  of  the  treaty,  but  opposed  even  to  its  express 
stipulations.  Occasion  of  controversy  on  this  point  has  been  removed 
by  an  additional  treaty,  which  our  minister  at  London  has  concluded, 
and  which  will  be  immediately  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  its  consid- 
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eration.  Should  the  proposed  supplemental  arrangement  be  concur- 
red in  by  all  the  parties  to  be  affected  by  it,  the  objects  contemplated 
by  the  original  convention  will  have  been  fully  attained. 

The  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  of  the  6th 
of  June,  1854,  which  went  into  effective  operation  in  1855,  put  an  end 
to  causes  of  irritation  between  the  two  countries,  by  securing  to  the 
United  States  the  right  of  fishery  on  the  coast  of  the  British  North 
American  provinces,  with  advantages  equal  to  those  enjoyed  by 
British  subjects.  Besides  the  signal  benefits  of  this  treaty  to  a  large 
class  of  our  citizens  engaged  in  a  pursuit  connected  to  no  inconsidera- 
ble degree  with  our  national  prosperity  and  strength,  it  has  had  a  fa- 
vorable effect  upon  other  interests  in  the  provision  it  made  for  recip- 
rocal freedom  of  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
provinces  in  America. 

The  exports  of  domestic  articles  to  those  provinces  during  the 
last  year  amounted  to  more  than  twenty-two  million  dollars,  ex- 
ceeding those  of  the  preceding  year  by  nearly  seven  million  dol- 
lars ;  and  the  imports  therefrom,  during  the  same  period,  amounted 
to  more  than  twenty-one  million, — an  increase  of  six  million 
upon  those  of  the  previous  year. 

The  improved  condition  of  this  branch  of  our  commerce  is  mainly 
attributable  to  the  above-mentioned  treaty. 

Provision  was  made,  in  the  first  article  of  that  treaty,  for  a  com- 
mission to  designate  the  mouths  of  rivers  to  which  the  common  right 
of  fishery,  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States  and  the  British  Pro- 
vinces, was  not  to  extend.  This  commission  has  been  employed  a 
part  of  two  seasons,  but  without  much  progress  in  accomplishing  the 
object  for  which  it  was  instituted,  in  consequence  of  a  serious  differ- 
ence of  opinion  between  the  commissioners,  not  only  as  to  the  precise 
point  where  the  rivers  terminate,  but  in  many  instances  as  to  what 
constitutes  a  river.  These  difficulties,  however,  may  be  overcome  by 
resort  to  the  umpirage  provided  for  by  the  treaty. 

The  efforts  perseveringly  prosecuted  since  the  commencement  of 
my  administration,  to  relieve  our  trade  to  the  Baltic  from  the  exaction 
of  sound  dues  by  Denmark,  have  not  yet  been  attended  with  success. 
Other  governments  have  also  sought  to t  obtain  a  like  relief  to  their 
commerce,  and  Denmark  was  thus  induced  to  propose  an  arrange- 
ment to  all  the  European  Powers  interested  in  the  subject ;  and  the 
manner  in  which  her  proposition  was  received,  warranting  her  to  be- 
lieve that  a  satisfactory  arrangement  with  them  could  soon  be  con- 
cluded, she  made  a  strong  appeal  to  this  government  for  temporary 
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suspension  of  definite  action  on  its  part,  in  consideration  of  the 
embarrassment  which  might  result  to  her  European  negotiations  by 
an  immediate  adjustment  of  the  question  with  the  United  States. 
This  request  has  been  acceded  to,  upon  the  condition  that  the  sums 
collected  after  the  16th  of  June  last,  and  until  the  16th  of  June  next, 
from  vessels  and  cargoes  belonging  to  our  merchants,  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  paid  under  protest  and  subject  to  future  adjustment.  There 
is  reason  to  believe  that  an  arrangement,  between  Denmark  and  the 
maritime  powers  of  Europe  on  the  subject,  will  be  soon  concluded, 
and  that  the  pending  negotiation  with  the  United  States  may  then 
be  resumed  and  terminated  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

With  Spain  no  new  difficulties  have  arisen,  nor  has  much  progress 
been  made  in  the  adjustment  of  pending  ones. 

Negotiations  entered  into  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  our  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  the  Island  of  Cuba  of  some  of  its  burdens,  and 
providing  for  the  more  speedy  settlement  ofTbcal  disputes  growing 
out  of  that  intercourse,  have  not  yet  been  attended  with  any  results. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  late  war  in  Europe,  this  gov- 
ernment submitted  to  the  consideration  of  all  maritime  nations,  two 
principles  for  the  security  of  neutral  commerce :  one,  that  the  neutnr 
flag  should  cover  enemies1  goods,  except  articles  contraband  of  war, 
and  the  other,  that  neutral  property  on  board  merchant  vessels  ot 
belligerents  should  be  exempt  from  condemnation,  with  the  exception 
of  contraband  articles.  These  were  not  presented  as  new  rules  ot 
international  law;  having  been  generally  claimed  by  neutrals,  though 
not  always  admitted  by  belligerents.  One  of  the  parties  to  the  war — 
Russia — as  well  as  several  neutral  powers,  promptly  acceded  to  these 
propositions ;  and  the  two  other  principal  belligerents,  Great  Britain 
and  France,  having  consented  to  observe  them  for  the  present  occa- 
sion, a  favorable  opportunity  seemed  to  be  presented  for  obtaining  a 
general  recognition  of  them  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

But  Great  Britain  and  France,  in  common  with  most  of  the  states 
of  Europe,  while  forbearing  to  reject,  did  not  affirmatively  act  upon 
the  overtures  of  the  United  States. 

While  the  question  was  in  this  position,  the  representatives  of  Rus- 
sia, France,  Great  Britain,  Austria,  Prussia,  Sardinia,  and  Turkey, 
assembled  at  Paris,  took  into  consideration  the  subject  of  maritime 
rights,  and  put  forth  a  declaration  containing  the  two  principles  which 
this  government  had  submitted,  nearly  two  years  before,  to  the  con- 
sideration of  maritime  powers,  and  adding  thereto  the  following  pro* 
positions :  "  Privateering  is  and  remains  abolished,"  and  "  Blockades, 
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in  order  to  be  binding,  must  be  effective,  that  is  to  say,  maintained 
by  a  force,  sufficient  really,  to  prevent  access  to  the  coast  of  the  ene- 
my;1' and  to  the  declaration  thus  composed  of  four  points,  two  of 
which  had  already  been  proposed  by  the  United  States,  this  govern- 
ment has  been  invited  to  accede  by  all  the  powers  represented  at 
Paris,  except  Great  Britain  and  Turkey.  To  the  last  of  the  two  ad- 
ditional propositions — that  in  relation  to  blockades — there  can  cer- 
tainly be  no  objection.  It  is  merely  the  definition  of  what  shall  con- 
stitute the  effectual  investment  of  a  blockaded  place,  a  definition  for 
which  this  government  has  always  contended,  claiming  indemnity  for 
losses  where  a  practical  violation  of  the  rule  thus  defined  has  been 
injurious  to  our  commerce.  As  to  the  remaining  article  of  the  decla- 
ration of  the  conference  of  Paris,  "  that  privateering  is  and  remains 
abolished," — I  certainly  connot  ascribe  to  the  powers  represented  in  the 
conference  of  Paris,  any  but  liberal  and  philanthropic  views  in  the 
attempt  to  change  the  unquestionable  rule  of  maritime  law  in  regard 
to  privateering.  Their  proposition  was  doubtless  intended  to  imply 
approval  of  the  principle  that  private  property  upon  the  ocean,  although 
it  might  belong  to  the  citizens  of  a  belligerent  state,  should  be  ex- 
empted from  capture ;  and  had  that  proposition  been  so  framed  as  to 
give  full  effect  to  the  principle,  it  would  have  received  my  ready 
assent  on  behalf  of  the  United  States.  But  the  measure  proposed  is 
inadequate  to  that  purpose.  It  is  true  that  if  adopted,  private  prop- 
erty upon  the  ocean  would  be  withdrawn  from  one  mode  of  plunder, 
but  left  exposed,  meanwhile,  to  another  mode,  which  could  be  used 
with  increased  effectiveness.  The  aggressive  capacity  of  great  naval 
powers  would  be  thereby  augmented,  while  the  defensive  ability  of 
others  would  be  reduced.  Though  the  surrender  of  the  means  of 
prosecuting  hostilities  by  employing  privateers,  as  proposed  by  the 
conference  of  Paris,  is  mutual  in  terms,  yet,  in  practical  effect,  it 
would  be  the  relinquishment  of  a  right  of  little  value  to  one  class  of 
states,  but  of  essential  importance  to  another  and  a  far  larger  class. 
It  ought  not  to  have  been  anticipated  that  a  measure,  so  inadequate  to 
the  accomplishment  of  the  proposed  object,  and  so  unequal  in  its  ope- 
ration, would  receive  the  assent  of  all  maritime  powers.  Private 
property  would  be  still  left  to  the  depredations  of  the  public  armed 
cruisers. 

I  have  expressed  a  readiness  on  the  part  of  this  government,  to  accede 
to  all  the  principles  contained  in  the  declaration  of  the  conference 
of  Paris,  provided  that  the  one  relating  to  the  abandonment  of  priva- 
teering can  be  so  amended  as  to  effect  the  object  for  which,  as  is  pre- 
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sumed,  it  was  intended,  the  immunity  of  private  property  on  the 
ocean  from  hostile  capture.  To  efffect  this  object,  it  is  proposed  to  add 
to  the  declaration  that  "  privateering  is  and  remains  abolished,"  the 
following  amendment :  "  And  that  the  private  property  of  subjects 
and  citizens  of  a  belligerent  on  the  high  seas,  shall  be  exempt  from 
seizure  by  the  public  armed  vessels  of  the  other  belligerent,  except  it 
be  contraband."  This  amendment  has  been  presented  not  only  to 
the  powers  which  have  asked  our  assent  to  the  declaration  to  abolish 
privateering,  but  to  all  other  maritime  states.  Thus  far  it  has  not 
been  rejected  by  any,  and  is  favorably  entertained  by  all  which  have 
made  any  communication  in  reply. 

Several  of  the  governments,  regarding  with  favor  the  proposition 
of  the  United  States,  have  delayed  definitive  action  upon  it,  only  for 
the  purpose  of  consulting  with  others,  parties  to  the  conference  of 
Paris.  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  stating,  however,  that  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  has  entirely  and  explicitly  approved  of  that  modification 
and  will  co-operate  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  the  assent  of  other  pow- 
ers ;  and  that  assurances  of  a  similar  purport  have  been  received 
relation  to  the  disposition  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French. 

The  present  aspect  of  this  important  subject  allows  us  to  cherish 
the  hope  that  a  principle  so  humane  in  its  character,  so  just  and  equal 
in  its  operation,  so  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  commercial  nations, 
and  so  consonant  to  the  sentiments  of  this  enlightened  period  of  the 
world,  will  command  the  approbation  of  all  maritime  powers,  and 
thus  be  incorporated  into  the  code  of  international  law. 

My  views  on  the  subject  are  more  fully  set  forth  in  the  reply  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  to  the 
communications  on  the  subject  made  to  this  government,  especially 
to  the  communication  of  France. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  has  at  all  times  regarded 
with  friendly  interest  the  other  States  of  America,  formerly,  like  this 
country,  European  colonies,  and  now  independent  members  of  the 
great  family  of  nations.  But  the  unsettled  condition  of  some  oi 
them,  distracted  by  frequent  revolutions,  and  thus  incapable  of  regu- 
lar and  firm  internal  administration,  has  tended  to  embarrass  occa- 
sionally our  public  intercourse,  by  reason  of  wrongs  which  our  citi- 
zens suffer  at  their  hands,  and  which  they  are  slow  to  redress. 

Unfortunately  it  is  against  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  with  which  it 
is  our  special  desire  to  maintain  a  good  understanding,  that  such  com- 
plaints are  most  numerous ;  and  although  earnestly  urged  upon  its 
attention,  they  have  not  as  yet  received  the  consideration  which  this 
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government;  had  a  right  to  expect.  While  reparation  for  past  injuries 
has  been  withheld,  others  have  b4en  added.  The  political  condition 
of  that  country,  however,  has  been  such  as  to  demand  forbearance  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States.  I  shall  continue  my  efforts  to  procure 
for  the  wrongs  of  our  citizens  that  redress  which  is  indispensable  to 
the  continued  friendly  association  of  the  two  republics. 

The  peculiar  condition  of  affairs  in  Nicaragua  in  the  early  part  of 
the  present  year,  rendered  it  important  that  this  government  should 
have  diplomatic  relations  with  that  state.  Through  its  territory  had 
been  opened  one  of  the  principal  thoroughfares  across  the  isthmus 
connecting  North  and  South  America,  on  which  a  vast  amount  of 
property  was  transported,  and  to  which  our  citizens  resorted  in  great 
numbers,  in  passing  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts  of  the 
United  States.  The  protection  of  both  required  that  the  existing 
power  in  that  state  should  be  regarded  as  a  responsible  government ; 
and  its  minister  was  accordingly  received.  But  he  remained  here 
only  a  short  time.  Soon  thereafter  the  political  affairs  of  Nicaragua 
underwent  unfavorable  change,  and  became  involved  in  much  un- 
certainty and  confusion.  Diplomatic  representatives  from  two  con- 
tending parties  have  been  recently  sent  to  this  government ;  but,  with 
the  imperfect  information  possessed,  it  was  not  possible  to  decide 
which  was  the  government  de  facto  ;  and,  awaiting  farther  develope- 
ments,  I  have  refused  to  receive  either. 

Questions  of  the  most  serious  nature  are  pending  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  Republic  of  New  Granada.  The  government  of 
that  republic  undertook,  a  year  since,  to  impose  tonnage  duties 
on  foreign  vessels  in  her  ports,  but  the  purpose  was  resisted  by  thin 
government,  as  being  contrary  to  existing  treaty  stipulation  with  the 
United  States,  and  to  rights  conferred  by  charter  upon  the  Panama 
Railroad  Company,  and  was  accordingly  relinquished  at  that  time,  it 
being  admitted  that  our  vessels  were  entitled  to  be  exempt  from  ton- 
nage duty  in  the  free  ports  of  Panama  and  Aspinwall.  But  the  pur- 
pose has  been  recently  revived,  on  the  part  of  New  Granada,  by  the 
enactment  of  a  law  to  subject  vessels  visiting  her  ports  to  the 
tonnage  duty  of  forty  cents  per  ton  ;  and,  although  the  law  has  not 
been  put  in  force,  yet  the  right  to  enforce  it  is  still  asserted,  and  may, 
at  any  time,  be  acted  on  by  the  government  of  that  republic. 

The  Congress  of  New  Granada  has  also  enacted  a  law,  during  the 
last  year,  which  levies  a  tax  of  more  than  three  dollars  on  every  pound 
of  mail  matter  transported  across  the  Isthmus.  The  sum  thus  required 
to  be  paid  on  the  mails  of  the  United  States  would  be  nearly  two  mil- 
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lion  dollars  annually,  in  addition  to  the  large  sum  payable  by 
contract  to  the  Panama  Railroad  Company.  If  the  only  objection  to 
this  exaction  were  the  exorbitancy  of  its  amount,  it  could  not  be 
submitted  to  by  the  United  States. 

The  imposition  of  it,  however,  would  obviously  contravene  our 
treaty  with  New  Granada,  and  infringe  the  contract  of  that  republic 
with  the  Panama  Railroad  Company.  The  law  providing  for  this  tax 
was,  by  its  terms,  to  take  effect  on  the  first  of  September  last,  but  the 
local  authorities  on  the  isthmus  have  been  induced  to  suspend  its  exe- 
cution, and  to  await  further  instructions  on  the  subject  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  republic.  I  am  not  yet  advised  of  the  determination 
of  that  government.  If  a  measure  so  extraordinary  in  its  character, 
and  so  clearly  contrary  to  treaty  stipulations,  and  the  contract  rights 
of  the  Panama  Railroad  Company,  composed  mostly  of  American  citi- 
zens, should  be  persisted  in,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  United  States 
to  resist  its  execution. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  occasion  exists  to  invite  your  attention  to 
a  subject  of  still  graver  import  in  our  relations  with  the  Republic  of 
New  Granada.  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  April  last,  a  riotous  assem- 
blage of  the  inhabitants  of  Panama  committed  a  violent  and  outra- 
geous attack  on  the  premises  of  the  railroad  company,  and  the  pas- 
sengers and  other  persons  in  or  near  the  same,  involving  the  death  of 
several  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  pillage  of  many  others,  and 
the  destruction  of  a  large  amount  of  property  belonging  to  the  rail- 
road company.  I  caused  full  investigation  of  that  event  to  be  made, 
and  the  result  shows  satisfactorily  that  complete  responsibility  for 
what  occurred  attaches  to  the  government  of  New  Granada.  I  have, 
therefore,  demanded  of  that  government  that  the  perpetrators  of  the 
wrongs  in  question  should  be  punished ;  that  provision  should  be 
made  for  the  families  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  were  killed, 
with  full  indemnity  for  the  property  pillaged  or  destroyed. 

The  present  condition  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  in  so  far  as  re- 
gards the  security  of  persons  and  property  passing  over  it,  requires 
serious  consideration.  Recent  incidents  tend  to  show  that  the  local  au- 
thorities cannot  be  relied  on  to  maintain  the  public  peace  of  Panama, 
and  there  is  just  ground  for  apprehension  that  a  portion  of  the  inhab- 
itants are  meditating  further  outrages,  without  adequate  measures  for 
the  security  and  protection  of  persons  or  property  having  been  taken, 
either  by  the  State  of  Panama,  or  by  the  general  government  of  New 
Granada. 

Under  the  guaranties  of  treaty,  citizens  of  the  United  States  have, 
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by  the  outlay  of  several  million  dollars,  constructed  a  railroad 
across  the  Isthmus,  and  it  has  become  the  main  route  between  onr 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  possessions,  over  which  multitudes  of  our  citizens 
and  a  vast  amount  of  property  are  constantly  passing — to  the  security 
and  protection  of  all  which,  and  the  continuance  of  the  public  advan- 
tages involved,  it  is  impossible  for  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  be  indifferent. 

I  have  deemed  the  danger  of  the  recurrence  of  scenes  of  lawless  vio- 
lence in  this  quarter  so  imminent  as  to  make  it  my  duty  to  station  a 
part  of  our  naval  force  in  the  harbors  of  Panama  and  Aspinwall,  in 
order  to  protect  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  in  those  ports,  and  to  insure  to  them  safe  passage  across  the 
Isthmus.  And  it  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  unwise  to  withdraw  the 
naval  force  now  in  those  ports,  until,  by  the  spontaneous  action  of  the 
republic  of  New  Granada,  or  otherwise,  some  adequate  arrangement 
shall  have  been  made  for  the  protection  and  security  of  a  line  of  inter- 
oceanic  communication  so  important  at  this  time,  not  to  the  United 
States  only,  but  to  all  other  maritime  States  both  of  Europe  and 
America. 

Meanwhile,  negotiations  have  been  instituted  by  means  of  a  special 
commission,  to  obtain  from  New  Granada  full  indemnity  for  injuries 
sustained  by  our  citizens  on  the  Isthmus,  and  satisfactory  security  for 
the  general  interests  of  the  United  States. 

In  addressing  to  you  my  last  annual  message,  the  occasion  seems  to 
me  an  appropriate  one  to  express  my  congratulations  in  view  of  the 
peace,  greatness,  and  felicity  which  the  United  States  now  possess  and 
enjoy.  To  point  you  to  the  state  of  the  various  departments  of  the 
government,  and  of  all  the  great  branches  of  the  public  service,  civil 
and  military,  in  order  to  speak  of  the  intelligence  and  the  integrity 
which  pervades  the  whole,  would  be  to  indicate  but  imperfectly  the 
administrative  condition  of  the  country,  and  the  beneficial  effects 
of  that  on  the  general  welfare.  Nor  would  it  suffice  to  say  that 
'  the  nation  is  actually  at  peace  at  home  and  abroad ;  that  its  in- 
dustrial interests  are  prosperous ;  that  the  canvas  of  its  mariners 
whitens  every  sea,  and  the  plough  of  its  husbandmen  is  march- 
ing steadily  onward  to  the  bloodless  conquest  of  the  continent ;  that 
cities  and  populous  States  are  springing  up,  as  if  by  enchantment, 
from  the  bosom  of  our  western  wilds,  and  that  the  courageous 
energy  of  our  people  is  making  of  these  United  States  the  great 
republic  of  the  world.  These  results  have  not  been  attained  with- 
out passing  through  trials  and  perils,  by  experience  of  which,  and 
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thus  only,  nations  can  harden  into  manhood.  Our  forefathers 
were  trained  to  the  wisdom  which  conceived,  and  the  courage  which 
achieved  independence,  by  the  circumstances  which  surrounded  them, 
and  they  were  thus  made  capable  of  the  creation  of  the  republic.  It 
devolved  on  the  next  generation  to  consolidate  the  work  of  the  revo- 
lution, to  deliver  the  country  entirely  from  the  influences  of  conflicting 
transatlantic  partialities  or  antipathies,  which  attached  to  our  colonial 
and  revolutionary  history,  and  to  organize  the  practical  operation  of 
the  constitutional  and  legal  institutions  of  the  Union.  To  us,  of  this 
generation,  remains  the  not  less  noble  task  of  maintaining  and  ex- 
tending the  national  power.  We  have,  at  length,  reached  that  stage 
of  our  country's  career,  in  which  the  dangers  to  be  encountered, 
and  the  exertions  to  be  made,  are  the  incidents,  not  of  weak- 
ness, but  of  strength.  In  foreign  relations  we  have  to  attemper 
our  power  to  the  less  happy  condition  of  other  republics  in  America, 
and  to  place  ourselves  in  the  calmness  and  conscious  dignity  of  right 
by  the  side  of  the  greatest  and  wealthiest  of  the  empires  of  Europe. 
In  domestic  relations,  we  have  to  guard  against  the  shock  of 
of  the  discontents,  the  ambitions,  the  interests,  and  the  exuberant, 
and,  therefore,  sometimes  irregular  impulses  of  opinion,  or  of  action, 
which  are  the  natural  product  of  the  present  political  elevation,  the 
self-reliance  and  the  restless  spirit  of  enterprise  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

I  shall  prepare  to  surrender  the  Executive  trust  to  my  successor, 
and  retire  to  private  life,  with  sentiments  of  profound  gratitude  to  the 
good  Providence,  which,  during  the  period  of  my  administration,  has 
vouchsafed  to  carry  the  country  through  many  difficulties,  domestic 
and  foreign,  and  which  enables  me  to  contemplate  the  spectacle  of 
amicable  and  respectful  relations  between  ours  and  all  other  govern- 
ments, and  the  establishment  of  constitutional  order  and  tranquillity 
throughout  the  Union. 

FRANKLIN  PIERCE. 

Washington,  December  2,  1856. 
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[Translation.] 

Extract  from  a  despatch  of  his  excellency  Count  Walewski  to  Count  de 

oartigeSy  May,  1856. 

The  plenipotentiaries  assembled  in  the  congress  of  Paris  have  come  to 
an  agreement  on  tlie  terms  of  a  declaration  intended  to  settle  the  prin- 
ciples of  maritime  law  in  so  much  as  it  concerns  neutrals  during  war. 
Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  that  act, 
which  fully  meets  the  tendencies  of  our  epoch,  and  at  once  puts  an 
end  to  the  useless  calamities  which  a  custom  equally  reprobated  by 
reason  and  by  humanity,  superadded  to  those  which  fatally  result  from 
a  state  of  war. 

The  congress  have  not  overlooked  the  fact  that  their  work,  in  order 
that  it  may  prove  complete,  must  secure  the  assent  of  all  the  maritime 
powers,  since  such  governments  only  as  shall  have  acceded  to  the 
arrangement  can  be  mutually  bound  by  it.  On  this  score,  we  attach 
peculiar  valne  to  the  concurrence  of  the  United  States,  that  will  not 
consent,  we  confidently  trust,  to  hold  off  from  a  concert  of  action 
which  defines  a  new  and  essential  progress  in  international  relations. 

The  determination  of  the  congress  at  Paris  defines  the  object  which 
it  is  intended  to  attain.  The  clashing  constructions  given  to  the 
rights  of  neutrals  have,  up  to  the. last  war,  proved  a  source  of  deplora- 
ble conflicts ;  whilst  privateering  inflicted  *  n  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  non-belligerent  states  an  injury  so  much  the  more 
grievous,  as  it  gave  room  for  the  most  calamitous  excesses. 

These,  Count,  are  the  events  which,  for  our  part,  we  are  happy  in 
striving  to  repel,  and  we  feel  convinced  that  the  concurrence  ot  the 
United  States  will  not  be  withheld  in  a  question  every  way  worthy  of 
the  philanthropic  spirit  of  the  American  people ;  a  question  which  at 
once,  and  in  a  nigh  degree,  concerns  the  development  and  security  of 
commercial  transactions. 

The  plenipotentiaries  sent  to  the  congress  have,  as  you  may  see  in 
protocol  No.  24,  bound  themselves,  in  the  name  of  their  respective 
governments,  to  enter,  for  the  future,  into  no  arrangement,  on  the 
application  of  maritime  law  in  time  of  war,  without  stipulating  for  a 
strict  observance  of  the  four  points  resolved  by  the  declaration.  The 
concurrence  which  we  solicit  at  the  hands  of  those  governments  which 
were  not  represented  in  the  Paris  conferences  can,  consequently,  apply 
to  those  principles  only  laid  down  in  said  declaration,  and  which  are 
indivisible. 

Ltoation  of  Fbancb  in  the  United  Statbb. 
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[Translation.] 

Annex  to  Protocol  No.  23. 

DECLARATION. 

The  plenipotentiaries  who  signed  the  treaty  of  Paris,  of  the  thirtieth 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty -six,  assembled  in  con- 
ference, considering — 

That  maritime  law,  in  time  of  war,  has  long  been  the  subject  of  de- 
plorable disputes ; 

That  the  uncertainty  of  the  law,  and  of  the  duties  in  such  a  matter, 
gives  rise  to  differences  of  opinion  between  neutrals  and  belligerents, 
which  may  occasion  serious  difficulties,  and  even  conflicts ; 

That  it  is,  consequently,  advantageous  to  establish  a  uniform  doc- 
trine on  so  important  a  point ; 

That  the  plenipotentiaries  assembled  in  congress  at  Paris  cannot 
better  respond  to  the  intentions  by  which  their  governments  are  ani- 
mated, than  bv  seeking  to  introduce  into  international  relations  fixed 
principles  in  this  respect; 

The  above-mentioned  plenipotentiaries,  being  duly  authorized,  re- 
solved to  concert  among  themselves  as  to  the  means  of  attaining  this 
object ;  and,  having  come  to  an  agreement,  have  adopted  the  follow- 
ing solemn  declaration : 

1.  Privateering  is,  and  remains,  abolished; 

2.  The  neutral  flag  covers  enemy's  goods,  with  the  exception  of 
contraband  of  war ; 

3.  Neutral  goods,  with  the  exception  of  contraband  of  war,  are  not 
liable  to  capture  under  enemy's  flag; 

4.  Blockades,  in  order  to  be  binding,  must  be  effective ;  that  is  to 
say,  maintained  by  a  force  sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  to  the 
coast  of  the  enemy. 

The  governments  of  the  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  engage  to 
bring  the  present  declaration  to  the  knowledge  of  the  states  which 
have  not  taken  part  in  the  congress  of  Paris,  and  to  invite  them  to 
accede  to  it. 

Convinced  that  the  maxims  which  they  now  proclaim  cannot  but  be 
received  with  gratitude  by  the  whole  world,  the  undersigned  plenipo- 
tentiaries doubt  not  that  the  efforts  of  their  governments  to  obtain  the 
general  adoption  thereof  will  be  crowned  with  full  success. 

The  present  declaration  is  not  and  shall  not  be  binding,  except  be- 
tween those  powers  who  have  acceded,  or  shall  accede,  to  it. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  sixteenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-six. 

[The  signatures  follow.] 
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[TraDglation.] 

Protocol  No.  24.— Sitting  of  April  16,  1856. 

EXTRACT. 

On  the  proposition  of  Count  Walewski,  and  recognising  that  it  is 
for  the  general  interest  to  maintain  the  indivisibility  of  the  four  prin- 
ciples mentioned  in  the  declaration  signed  this  day,  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries agree  that  the  powers  which  shall  have  signed  it,  or  which 
shall  have  acceded  to  it,  cannot  hereafter  enter  into  any  arrangement 
in  regard  to  the  application  of  the  right  of  neutrals  in  time  of  war, 
which  does  not  at  the  same  time  rest  on  the  four  principles  which  are 
the  object  of  the  said  declaration. 


Mr,  Marcy  to  Mr.  SeibeU. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Jvly  14,  1856. 

Sir  :    The  diplomatic  representatives  of  several  of  the  European 
powers,  which  were  parties  to  the  late  Paris  conference,  have  very  re- 
cently presented  to  this  government  "the  declaration  relative  to  neu- 
tral rights  ' '  adopted  at  that  conference,  and,  on  behalf  of  their  gov- 
ernments, asked  the  adhesion  of  the  United  States  to  it.     It  is  pre- 
sumed that  the  same  course  has  been  adopted  by  the  confederated 
powers  towards  other  nations.     The  United  States  have  learned j  with 
sincere  regret,  that,  in  one  or  two  instances,  the  four  propositions, 
with  all  the  conditions  annexed,  have  been  promptly,  and  this  gov- 
ernment cannot  but  think  unadvisedly,  accepted  without  restriction  or 
qualification. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  United  States,  about  two  years  since, 
opened  negotiations  with  maritime  nations  for  the  general  adoption 
of  the  second  and  third  propositions  contained  in  the  Paris  declara- 
tion, and  that  the  fourth  is  but  the  annunciation  of  a  principle  of  in- 
ternational law  now  universally  recognised.  The  conditions  which 
are  to  accompany  the  acceptance  of  the  propositions  of  the  Paris  con- 
ference wilT,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  defeat  the  negotiations  of  the 
United  States  for  the  adoption  of  the  second  and  third  of  the  series 
with  every  power  which  has  adhered,  or  may  determine  to  adhere,  to 
"  the  declaration."  In  the  first  place,  all  the  four  propositions  must 
be  taken,  or  none  ;  and  second,  they  must  be  taken  not  only  indi visi- 
bly, but  with  the  surrender  of  an  important  attribute  of  sovereignty — 
that  of  negotiating  with  any  nation  on  the  subject  of  neutral  rights, 
unless  such  negotiations  embrace  all  the  propositions  contained  in  the 
Paris  "  declaration."  Any  nation  might  well  hesitate  before  making 
such  a  surrender. 

8ome  of  the  powers  which  are  parties  to  that  "declaration,"  and 
many  which  are  invited  to  concur  in  it,  are  under  solemn  treaty  stip- 
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illations  with  the  United  States,  and  it  is  presumed  they  are  with 
other  nations,  in  which  the  right  to  resort  to  privateers  is  not  only 
recognised,  hut  the  manner  of  employing  them  is  regulated  with  great 
particularity.  How  the  proposed  new  engagement  can  be  reconciled 
with  the  faithful  observance  of  existing  treaty  stipulations  on  the  sub- 
ject cannot  be  easily  perceived. 

I  shall  not,  in  this  despatch,  remark  upon  the  incompatibility  of 
these  obligations,  nor  shall  I  now  exhibit  the  views  which  this  gov- 
ernment entertains  of  the  fatal  consequences  likely  to  result  from  the 
new  doctrine  now  attempted  to  be  introduced  inta  the  maritime  code 
to  most  commercial  nations,  and  especially  to  those  which  are  not  bur- 
dened, or  may  not  choose  to  burden  themselves,  with  large  naval 
establishments. 

The  right  of  a  commercial  state,  when  unhappily  involved  in  war, 
to  employ  its  mercantile  marine  for  defence  and  aggression,  has  here- 
tofore proved  to  be  an  essential  aid  in  checking  the  domination  of  a 
belligerent  possessed  of  a  powerful  navy.  By  the  surrender  of  that 
uncontested  right,  one  legitimate  mode  of  defence  is  parted  with  for 
a  like  surrender  only  in  form  by  a  strong  naval  power  ;  but  in  effect 
the  mutual  surrender  places  the  weaker  nation  more  completely  at  the 
mercy  of  the  stronger.  While  the  former  loses,  the  latter  gains  by 
the  mutual  surrender,  and  the  freedom  of  the  seas  is  much  more  com- 
pletely given  up  to  a  few  great  powers  which  have  the  means  and  die- 
position  to  maintain  large  navies.  This  government  will  more  fullj 
develop  its  views  as  to  the  operation  of  the  first  principle  of  the  Paris 
"  declaration" — that  in  relation  to  the  abandonment  of  the  right  to 
issue  letters  of  marque — in  its  reply  to  those  powers  which  have  in- 
vited its  concurrence  in  that  "declaration."  The  measure,  unless  it 
gives  a  full  application  to  the  principle  upon  which  it  is  based,  and  is 
made  to  withdraw  private  property  upon  the  ocean  from  seizure  by 
public  armed  vessels,  as  well  as  by  privateers,  will  be  exceedingly 
injurious  to  the  commerce  of  all  nations  which  do  not  occupy  the  first 
rank  among  naval  powers. 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  instruct  you  to  present  this  gen- 
eral view  of  the  subject  to  the  government  to  which  you  are  accredited, 
in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  induced  to  hesitate  in  acceding  to  a  propo- 
sition which  is  here  conceived  to  be  fraught  with  injurious  conse- 
Jiuences  to  all  but  those  powers  which  already  have,  or  are  willing  to 
urnish  themselves  with,  powerful  navies. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY. 

J.  J.  Seibkls,  Esq.,  <£c,  <£c,  <£c,  Brussels. 

[The  same  to  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  at  Naples,  Madrid, 
Stockholm,  Copenhagen,  Lisbon,  Mexico,  Nicaragua,  Bogota,  Ca- 
raccas,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Buenos  Ayres,  Santiago  de  Chile,  Lima, 
Quito,  La  Paz,  and  Hawaii.] 
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Mr.  Marcy  to  the  Count  de  Sartiges. 

Departmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  July  28,  1856. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  laid 
hefore  the  President  "the  declaration  concerning  maritime  law," 
adopted  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain,  Austria,  France, 
Prussia,  Russia,  Sardinia,  and  Turkey,  at  Paris,  on  the  16th  of  April, 
1856,  which  the  Count  de  Sartiges,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  presented,  in  behalf  of  the  Emperor  of 
the  French,  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  its  adhesion  to  the  principles  therein  contained. 

Nearly  two  years  since,  the  President  submitted,  not  only  to  the 
powers  represented  in  the  late  congress  at  Paris,  but  to  all  other  mari- 
time nations,  the  second  and  third  propositions  contained  in  that 
"  declaration,"  and  asked  their  assent  to  them  as  permanent  princi- 
ples of  international  law.  The  propositions  thus  submitted  by  the 
President  were : 

"1.  That  free  ships  make  free  goods — that  is  to  say,  that  the  effects 
or  goods  belonging  to  subjects  or  citizens  of  a  power  or  state  at  war 
are  free  from  capture  or  confiscation  when  found  on  board  of  neutral 
vessels,  with  the  exception  of  articles  contraband  ,of  war." 

"  2.  That  the  property  of  neutrals  on  board  an  enemy's  vessel  is 
not  subject  to  confiscation,  unless  the  same  be  contraband  of  war." 

It  will  be  perceived  that  these  propositions  are  substantially  the 
same  as  the  second  and  third  in  the  ' '  declaration"  of  the  congress  at 
Paris. 

Four  of  the  governments  with  which  negotiations  were  opened  on 
the  subject  by  the  United  States  have  signified  their  acceptance  of  the 
foregoing  propositions.  Others  were  inclined  to  defer  acting  on  them 
until  the  return  of  peace  should  furnish  a  more  auspicious  time  for 
considering  such  international  questions.  The  proceeding  of  the  con- 
gress of  the  plenipotentiaries  at  Paris  will,  as  a  necessary  consequence, 
defeat  the  pending  negotiations  with  the  United  States,  if  the  two 
following  propositions,  contained  in  protocol  No.  24.  are  acceded  to : 
first,  that  the  four  principles  shall  be  indivisible ;  and,  second,  that  the 
powers  which  have  signed  or  may  accede  to  the  4*  declaration"  shall 
not  enter  into  any  arrangement,  in  regard  to  the  application  of  the 
right  of  neutrals  in  time  of  war,  which  does  not,  at  the  same  time, 
rest  on  the  four  principles  which  are  the  object  of  said  "  declaration." 
As  the  indivisibility  of  the  four  principles  and  the  limitation  upon  the 
sovereign  attribute  of  negotiating  with  other  powers  are  not  a  part  of 
the  "  declaration,"  any  nation  is  at  liberty  to  reject  either  or  both, 
and  to  act  upon  the  "  declaration"  without  restriction,  acceding  to  it 
in  whole  or  in  part.  In  deliberating  on  this  important  subject,  it  be- 
hooves all  powers  to  consider,  and,  if  they  think  proper,  to  act  upon 
this  distinction.  All  the  powers  which  may  accede  to  that  "  declara- 
tion" and  the  subsequent  restrictions  contained  in  the  24th  protocol, 
will  assume  an  obligation  which  takes  from  them  the  liberty  of  assent- 
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ing  to  the  propositions  submitted  to  them  by  the  United  States,  unless 
they  at  the  same  time  surrender  a  principle  of  maritime  law  whick 
has  never  been  contested — the  right  to  employ  privateers  in  time  of 
war. 

The  second  and  third  principles  set  forth  in  the  "declaration," 
being  those  submitted  to  other  maritime  powers  for  adoption,  by  this 
government,  it  is  most  anxious  to  see  incorporated,  by  general  con- 
sent, into  the  code  of  maritime  law,  and  thus  placed  beyond  future 
controversy  or  question.  Such  a  result,  securing  so  many  advantages 
to  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations,  might  have  been  reasonably  ex- 
pected, but  for  the  proceedings  of  the  congress  at  Paris,  which  require 
them  to  be  purchased  by  a  too  costly  sacrifice — the  surrender  of  a  right 
which  may  well  be  considered  as  essential  to  the  freedom  of  the  seas. 

The  fourth  principle  contained  in  the  "declaration,"  namely: 
"  Blockades,  in  order  to  be  binding,  must  be  effective — that  is  to  say, 
maintained  by  a  force  sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  to  the  coast  of 
the  enemy,"  can  hardly  be  regarded  as  one  falling  within  that  class 
with  which  it  was  the  object  of  the  congress  to  interfere  ;  for  this  rule 
has  not,  for  a  long  time,  been  regarded  as  uncertain,  or  the  cause  of 
any  "  deplorable  disputes."  If  there  have  been  any  disputes  in  re- 
gard to  blockades,  the  uncertainty  was  about  the  facts,  but  not  the 
law.  Those  nations  which  have  resorted  to  what  are  appropriately 
denominated  "paper  blockades,"  have  rarely,  if  ever,  undertaken 
afterwards  to  justify  their  conduct  upon  principle  ;  but  have  generally 
admitted  the  illegality  of  the  practice,  and  indemnified  the  injured 
parties.  What  is  to  be  adjudged  "  a  force  sufficient  really  to  prevent 
access  to  a  coast  of  the  enemy,"  has  often  been  a  severely  contested 
question ;  and  certainly  the  declaration,  which  merely  reiterates  a 
general  undisputed  maxim  of  maritime  law,  does  nothing  towards  re- 
lieving the  subject  of  blockade  from  that  embarrassment.  What  force 
is  requisite  to  constitute  an  effective  blockade,  remains  as  unsettled 
and  as  questionable  as  it  was  before  the  congress  at  Paris  adopted  the 
"  declaration." 

In  regard  to  the  right  to  employ  privateers,  which  is  declared  to  be 
abolished  by  the  first  principle  put  forth  in  the  "  declaration,"  there 
was,  if  possible,  less  uncertainty.  The  right  to  resort  to  privateers  is 
as  clear  as  the  right  to  use  public  armed  ships,  and  as  incontestable 
as  any  other  right  appertaining  to  belligerents.  The  policy  of  that 
law  has  been  occasionally  questioned,  not,  however,  by  the  best  au- 
thorities ;  but  the  law  itself  has  been  universally  admitted,  and  most 
nations  have  not  hesitated  to  avail  themselves  of  it ;  it  is  as  well  sus- 
tained by  practice  and  public  opinion  as  any  other  to  be  found  in  the 
maritime  code. 

There  is  scarcely  any  rule  of  international  law  which  particular 
nations  in  their  treaties  have  not  occasionally  suspended  or  modified 
in  regard  to  its  application  to  themselves.  Two  treaties,  only,  can 
be  found  in  which  the  contracting  parties  have  agreed  to  abstain  from 
the  employment  of  privateers  in  case  of  war  between  them.  The  first 
was  a  treaty  between  the  King  of  Sweden  and  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces,  in  1675.  Shortly  after  it  was  concluded  the 
parties  were  involved  in  war,  and  the  stipulation  concerning  priva- 
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teers  was  entirely  disregarded  by  both.  The  second  was  the  treaty  of 
1785,  between  the  United  States  and  the  King  of  Prussia.  When 
this  treaty  was  renewed,  in  1799,  the  clause  stipulating  not  to  resort 
to  privateering  was  omitted.  For  the  last  half  century  there  has  been 
nr>  arrangement,  by  treaty  or  otherwise,  to  abolish  the  right,  until 
the  recent  proceedings  of  the  plenipotentiaries  at  Paris. 

By  taking  the  subject  of  privateering  into  consideration,  that  con- 
gress has  gone  beyond  its  professed  object,  which  was,  as  it  declared, 
to  remove  the  uncertainty  on  points  of  maritime  law,  and  thereby 
prevent  "differences  of  opinion  between  neutrals  and  belligerents, 
and,  consequently,  serious  difficulties  and  even  conflicts."  So  far  as 
the  principle  in  regard  to  privateering  is  concerned,  the  proceedings 
of  the  congress  are  in  the  nature  of  an  act  of  legislation,  and  seek  to 
change  a  well  settled  principle  of  international  law. 

The  interest  of  commerce  is  deeply  concerned  in  the  establishment 
of  the  two  principles  which  the  United  States  has  submitted  to  all 
maritime  powers  ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  powers  rep- 
resented in  the  congress  at  Paris,  fully  approving  them,  should  have 
endangered  their  adoption  by  uniting  them  to  another  inadmissible 
principle,  and  making  the  failure  of  all  the  necessary  consequence  of 
the  rejection  of  any  one.  To  three  of  the  four  principles  contained  in 
the  "declaration,"  there  would  not  probably  be  a  serious  objection 
from  any  quarter  ;  but  to  the  other  a  vigorous  resistance  must  have 
been  anticipated. 

The  policy  of  the  law  which  allows  a  resort  to  privateers  has  been 
questioned  for  reasons  which  do  not  command  the  assent  of  this  gov- 
ernment. Without  entering  into  a  full  discussion  on  this  point,  the 
undersigned  will  confront  the  ordinary  and  chief  objection  to  that 
policy,  Dy  authority  which  will  be  regarded  with  profound  respect, 
particularly  in  France.  In  a  commentary  on  the  French  ordonnance 
of  1681,  Valin  says : 

"  However  lawful  and  time-honored  this  mode  of  warfare  may  be, 
it  is,  nevertheless,  disapproved  of  by  some  pretended  philosophers. 
According  to  their  notions,  such  is  not  the  way  in  which  the  state 
and  the  sovereign  are  to  be  served ;  whilst  the  profits  which  indi- 
viduals may  derive  from  the  pursuits  are  illicit,  or  at  least  disgraceful. 
But  this  is  the  language  of  bad  citizens,  who,  under  the  stately  mask 
of  a  spurious  wisdom,  and  of  a  craftily  sensitive  conscience,  seek  to 
mislead  the  judgment  by  a  concealment  of  the  secret  motive  which 
gives  birth  to  their  indifference  for  the  welfare  and  advantage  of  the 
state.  Such  are  as  worthy  of  blame,  as  are  those  entitled  to  praise, 
who  generously  expose  their  property  and  their  lives  to  the  dangers 
of  privateering." 

In  a  work  of  much  repute,  published  in  France  almost  simultane- 
ously with  the  proceedings  of  the  congress  at  Paris,  it  is  declared 
that  "the  issuing  of  letters  of  marque,  therefore,  is  a  constantly  cus- 
tomary belligerent  act.  Privateers  are  bona  fide  war  vessels,  manned 
by  volunteers,  to  whom,  by  way  of  reward,  the  sovereign  resigns 
such  prizes  as  they  make,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  sometimes  assigns 
to  the  land  forces  a  portion  of  the  war  contributions  levied  on  the 
conquered  enemy." — (Pistoye  et  Duverdy,  des  Prises  Maritimes.) 
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It  is  not  denied  that  annoyances  to  neutral  commerce,  and  even 
abuses,  have  occasionally  resulted  from  the  practice  of  privateering  ; 
such  was  the  case  formerly  more  than  in  recent  times  ;  but  when  it  is 
a  question  of  changing  a  law,  the  incidental  evils  are  to  be  considered 
in  connexion  with  its  benefits  and  advantages.  If  these  benefits  and 
advantages  can  be  obtained  in  any  other  way,  without  injury  to  other 
rights,  these  occasional  abuses  may  then  justify  the  change,  however 
ancient  or  firmly  established  may  be  the  law. 

The  reasons  which  induced  the  Congress  at  Paris  to  declare  priva- 
teering abolished  are  not  stated,  but  they  are  presumed  to  be  only  such, 
as  are  usually  urged  against  the  exercise  of  that  belligerent  right. 

The  prevalence  of  Christianity  and  the  progress  of  civilization  have 
greatly  mitigated  the  severity  of  the  ancient  mode  of  prosecuting  hos- 
tilities. War  is  now  an  affair  of  governments.  "It  is  the  public 
authority  which  makes  and  carries  on  war  ;  individuals  are  not  per- 
mitted to  take  part  in  it,  unless  authorized  to  do  so  by  their  govern- 
ment." It  is  a  generally  received  rule  of  modern  warfare,  so  far  at 
least  as  operations  upon  land  are  concerned,  that  the  persons  and 
effects  of  non-combatants  are  to  be  respected.  The  wanton  pillage  or 
uncompensated  appropriation  of  individual  property  by  an  army,  even, 
in  possession  of  an  enemy's  country,  is  against  the  usage  of  modern 
times.  Such  a  mode  of  proceeding  at  this  day  would  be  condemned 
by  the  enlightened  judgment  of  the  world,  unless  warranted  by  special 
circumstances.  Every  consideration  which  upholds  this  sentiment,  in 
regard  to  the  conduct  of  a  war  on  land,  favors  the  application  of  the 
same  rule  to  the  persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  belligerents 
found  upon  the  ocean. 

It  is  fair  to  presume  that  the  strong  desire  to  ameliorate  the  severe 
usages  of  war  by  exempting  private  property  upon  the  ocean  from 
hostile  seizure,  to  the  extent  it  is  usually  exempted  on  land,  was  the 
chief  inducement  which  led  to  "  the  declaration,"  by  the  congress  at 
Paris,  that  "privateering  is,  and  remains,  abolished. " 

The  undersigned  is  directed  by  the  President  to  say,  that  to  this 
principle  of  exempting  private  property  upon  the  ocean,  as  well  as 
upon  the  land,  applied  without  restriction,  he  yields  a  most  ready  and 
willing  assent.  The  undersigned  cannot  better  express  the  Presi- 
dent's views  upon  the  subject,  than  by  quoting  the  language  of  his 
annual  message  to  Congress,  of  December  4,  1854: 

"  The  proposition  to  enter  into  engagements  to  forego  a  resort  to 
privateers,  in  case  this  country  should  be  forced  into  a  war  with  a 
great  naval  power,  is  not  entitled  to  more  favorable  consideration  than 
would  be  a  proposition  to  agree  not  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers 
for  operations  on  land.  When  the  honor  or  rights  of  our  country 
require  it  to  assume  a  hostile  attitude,  it  confidently  relies  upon  the 
patriotism  of  its  citizens,  not  ordinarily  devoted  to  the  military  pro- 
fession, to  augment  the  army  and  navy,  so  as  to  make  them  fully 
adequate  to  the  emergency  which  calls  them  into  action.  The  propo- 
sal to  surrender  the  right  to  employ  privateers  is  professedly  founded 
upon  the  principle  that  private  property  of  unoffending  non-com- 
batants, though  enemies,  should  be  exempt  from  the  ravages  of  war  ; 
but  the  proposed  surrender  goes  but  little  way  in  carrying  out  that 
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principle,  which  equally  requires  that  such  private  property  should 
not  be  seized  or  molested  by  national  shi^s  of  war.  Should  the  lead- 
ing powers  of  Europe  concur  in  proposing,  as  a  rule  of  international 
law,  to  exempt  private  property,  upon  the  ocean,  from  seizure  bv 
public  armed  cruisers  as  well  as  by  privateers,  the  United  States  will 
readily  meet  them  on  that  broad  ground." 

The  reasons  in  favor  of  the  doctrine  that  private  property  should  be 
exempted  from  seizure  in  the  operations  of  war  are  considered  in  this 
enlightened  age  so  controlling  as  to  have  secured  its  partial  adoption 
by  all  civilized  nations  ;  but  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  substan- 
tial reasons  for  the  distinction  now  recognised  in  its  application  to  such 
property  on  land,  and  not  to  that  which  is  found  upon  the  ocean. 

If  it  be  the  object  of  the  declaration  adopted  at  Paris  to  abolish  this 
distinction,  and  to  give  the  same  security  from  the  ravages  of  war  to 
the  property  of  belligerent  subjects  on  the  ocean,  as  is  now  accorded 
to  such  property  upon  the  land,  the  congress  at  Paris  hfts  fallen  short 
of  the  proposed  result,  by  not  placing  individual  effects  of  bellige- 
rents beyond  the  reach  of  public  armed  ships  as  well  as  privateers.  If 
such  property  is  to  remain  exposed  to  seizure  by  ships  belonging  to 
the  navy  of  the  adverse  party,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  perceive 
why  it  should  not,  in  like  manner,  be  exposed  to  seizure  by  privateers, 
which  are  in  fact  but  another  branch  of  the  public  force  of  the  nation 
commissioning  them. 

If  the  principle  of  capturing  private  property  on  the  ocean  and  con- 
demning it  as  prize  of  war  be  given  up,  that  property  would  and  of 
right  ought  to  be  as  secure  from  molestation  by  public  armed  v\ssels 
as  by  privateers  ;  but  if  that  principle  be  adhered  to,  it  would  be  worse 
than  useless  to  attempt  to  confine  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  capture 
to  any  particular  description  of  the  public  force  of  the  belligerents. 
There  is  no  sound  principle  by  which  such  a  distinction  can  be  sus- 
tained ;  no  capacity  which  could  trace  a  definite  line  of  separation 
proposed  to  be  made ;  and  no  proper  tribunal  to  which  a  disputed 
question  on  that  subject  could  be  referred  for  adjustment.  The  pre- 
tence that  the  distinction  may  be  supported  upon  the  ground  that 
ships  not  belonging  permanently  to  a  regular  navy  are  more  likely  to 
disregard  the  rights  of  neutrals  than  those  which  do  belong  to  such  a 
navy,  is  not  well  sustained  by  modern  experience.  If  it  be  urged 
that  a  participation  in  the  prizes  is  calculated  to  stimulate  cupidity, 
that,  as  a  peculiar  objection,  is  removed  by  the  fact  that  the  same  pas- 
sion is  addressed  by  the  distribution  of  prize-money  among  the  officers 
and  crews  of  ships  of  a  regular  navy.  Every  nation  which  authorizes 
privateers  is  as  responsible  for  their  conduct  as  it  is  for  that  of  its 
navy,  and  will,  as  a  matter  of  prudence,  take  proper  precaution  and 
security  against  abuses. 

But  if  such  a  distinction  were  to  be  attempted,  it  would  be  very 
difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  define  the  particular  class  of  the 
public  maritime  force  which  should  be  regardea  as  privateers.  "  De- 
plorable disputes,"  more  in  number  and  more  difficult  of  adjustment, 
would  arise  from  an  attempt  to  discriminate  between  privateers  and 
public  armed  ships. 
If  such  a  discrimination  were  attempted,  every  nation  would  have 
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an  undoubted  right  to  declare  what  vessels  should  constitute  its  navy, 
and  what  should  be  requisite  to  give  them  the  character  of  public 
armed  ships.  These  are  matters  which  could  not  be  safely  or  pru- 
dently left  to  the  determination  or  supervision  of  any  foreign  power, 
yet  the  decision  of  such  controversies  would  naturally  fall  into  the 
hands  of  predominant  naval  powers,  which  would  have  the  ability  to 
enforce  their  judgments.  It  cannot  be  offensive  to  urge  weaker  powers 
to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  such  an  arbitrament,  and  to  maintain  with 
firmness  every  existing  barrier  against  encroachments  from  such  a 
quarter. 

No  nation  which  has  a  due  sense  of  self-respect  will  allow  any  other, 
belligerent  or  neutral,  to  determine  the  character  of  the  force  which 
it  may  deem  proper  to  use  in  prosecuting  hostilities ;  nor  will  it  act 
wisely  if  it  voluntarily  surrenders  the  right  to  resort  to  any  means, 
sanctioned  by  international  law,  which,  under  any  circumstances,  may 
be  advantageously  used  for  defence  or  aggression. 

The  United  States  consider  powerful  navies  and  large  standing  armies, 
as  permanent  establishments,  to  be  detrimental  to  national  prosperity 
and  dangerous  to  civil  liberty.  The  expense  of  keeping  them  up  is 
burdensome  to  the  people ;  they  are,  in  the  opinion  of  this  govern- 
ment, in  some  degree,  a  menace  to  peace  among  nations.  A  large 
force,  ever  ready  to  be  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  war,  is  a  temptation 
to  rush  into  it.  The  policy  of  the  United  States  has  ever  been,  and 
never  more  than  now,  adverse  to  such  establishments  ;  and  they  can 
never  be  brought  to  acquiesce  in  any  change  in  international  law 
which  may  render  it  necessary  for  them  to  maintain  a  powerful  navy 
or  large  regular  army  in  time  of  peace.  If  forced  to  vindicate  their 
rights  by  arms,  they  are  content,  in  the  present  aspect  of  international 
relations,  to  rely,  in  military  operations  on  land,  mainly  upon  volunteer 
troops,  and  for  the  protection  of  their  commerce  in  no  inconsiderable 
degree  upon  their  mercantile  marine.  If  this  country  were  deprived 
of  these  resources,  it  would  be  obliged  to  change  its  policy  and  assume 
a  military  attitude  before  the  world.  In  resisting  an  attempt  to  change 
the  existing  maritime  law  that  may  produce  such  a  result,  it  looks 
beyond  its  own  interest,  and  embraces  in  its  view  the  interest  of  all 
such  nations  as  are  not  likely  to  be  dominant  naval  powers.  Their 
situation  in  this  respect  is  similar  to  that  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
them  the  protection  of  commerce  and  the  maintenance  of  international 
relations  of  peace  appeal  as  strongly  as  to  this  country  to  withstand 
the  proposed  change  in  the  settled  law  of  nations.  To  such  nations 
the  surrender  ox*  the  right  to  resort  to  privateers  would  be  attended 
with  consequences  most  adverse  to  their  commercial  prosperity  without 
any  compensating  advantages.  Most  certainly  no  better  reasons  can 
be  given  for  such  a  surrender,  than  for  foregoing  the  right  to  receive 
the  services  of  volunteers  ;  and  the  proposition  to  abandon  the  former 
is  entitled,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  to  no  more  favor  than  a 
similar  proposition  in  relation  to  the  latter.  This  opinion  of  the  im- 
portance of  privateers  to  the  community  of  nations,  excepting  only 
those  of  great  naval  strength,  is  not  only  vindicated  by  history,  but 
sustained  by  high  authority.  The  following  passage  in  the  treatise  on 
maritime  prizes,  to  which  I  have  before  referred,  deserves  particular 
attention : 


OF   THE    PRESIDENT.  41 

"  Privateers  are  especially  useful  to  those  powers  whose  navy  is  in- 
ferior to  that  of  their  enemies.  Belligerents,  with  powerful  and  exten- 
sive naval  armaments,  may  cruise  upon  the  seas  with  their  national 
navies ;  but  should  those  states,  whose  naval  forces  are  of  less  power 
and  extent,  be  left  to  their  own  resources,  they  could  not  hold  out  in  a 
maritime  war ;  whilst  by  the  equipment  of  privateers  they  may  succeed 
in  inflicting  upon  the  enemy  an  injury  equivalent  to  that  which 
they  themselves  sustain.  Hence  governments  have  frequently  been 
known,  by  every  possible  appliance,  to  favor  privateering  armaments. 
It  has  even  occurred  that  sovereigns,  not  merely  satisfied  with  issuing 
letters  of  marque,  have  also  taken,  as  it  were,  an  interest  in  the  arma- 
ment. Thus  did  Louis  the  Fourteenth  frequently  lend  out  his  ships, 
and  sometimes  reserve  for  himself  a  share  in  the  prizes." 

It  certainly  ought  not  to  excite  the  least  surprise  that  strong  naval 
powers  should  be  willing  to  forego  the  practice,  comparatively  useless 
to  them,  of  employing  privateers,  upon  condition  that  weaker  powers 
agree  to  part  with  their  most  effective  means  of  defending  their  mari- 
time rights.  It  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  government,  to  be  seriously 
apprehended  that  if  the  use  of  privateers  be  abandoned,  the  dominion 
over  the  seas  will  be  surrendered  to  those  powers  which  adopt  the 
policy  and  have  the  means  of  keeping  up  large  navies.  The  one 
which  has  a  decided  naval  superiority  would  be  potentially  the  mis- 
tress of  the  ocean,  and  by  the  abolition  of  privateering,  that  domina- 
tion would  be  more  firmly  secured.  Such  a  power  engaged  in  a  war 
with  a  nation  inferior  in  naval  strength,  would  have  nothing  to  do 
for  the  security  and  protection  of  its  commerce  but  to  look  after  the 
ships  of  the  regular  navy  of  its  enemy.  These  might  be  held  in 
check  by  one-half,  or  less,  of  its  naval  force,  and  the  other  might 
sweep  the  commerce  of  its  enemy  from  the  ocean.  Nor  would  the 
injurious  effects  of  a  vast  naval  superiority  to  weaker  states  be  much 
diminished  if  that  superiority  was  shared  among  three  or  four  great 
powers.  It  is  unquestionably  the  interest  of  such  weaker  states  to 
discountenance  and  resist  a  measure  which  fosters  the  growth  of  regu- 
lar naval  establisments.  * 

In  discussing  the  effect  of  the  proposed  measure — the  abolition  of 
privateering — a  reference  to  the  existing  condition  of  nations  is  almost 
unavoidable.  An  instance  will  at  once  present  itself  in  regard  to  two 
nations  where  the  commerce  of  each  is  about  equal,  and  about  equally 
wide-spread  over  the  world.  As  commercial  powers,  they  approach  to 
an  equality  ;  but  as  naval  powers,  there  is  great  disparity  between 
them.  The  regular  navy  of  one  vastly  exceeds  that  of  the  other.  In 
case  of  a  war  between  them,  only  an  inconsiderable  part  of  the  navy 
of  the  one  would  be  required  to  prevent  that  of  the  other  from  being 
usedfor  defence  or  aggression,  while  the  lemainder  would  be  devoted 
to  the  unembarrassed  employment  of  destroying  the  commerce  of  the 
weaker  in  naval  strength.  The  fatal  consequences  of  this  great  in- 
equality of  naval  force  between  two  such  belligerents  would  be  in 
part  remedied  by  the  use  of  privateers ;  in  that  case,  while  either 
might  assail  the  commerce  of  the  other  in  every  sea,  they  would  be 
obliged  to  distribute  and  employ  their  respective  navies  in  the  work 
of  protection.     This  statement  only  illustrates  what  would  be  the 
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case,  with  some  modification,  in  every  war  where  there  may  he  con- 
siderable disparity  in  the  naval  strength  of  the  belligerents. 

History  throws  much  light  upon  this  question.  France,  at  an  early 
period,  was  without  a  navy  ;  and  in  her  wars  with  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  both  then  naval  powers,  she  resorted  with  signal  good  effect  to 
privateering,  not  only  lor  protection,  but  successful  aggression.  She 
obtained  many  privateers  from  Holland,  and  by  this  force  gained  de- 
cided advantages  on  the  ocean  over  her  enemy.  Whilst  in  that  con- 
dition, France  could  hardly  have  been  expected  to  originate  or  concur 
in  a  proposition  to  abolish  privateering.  The  condition  of  many  of 
the  smaller  states  of  the  world  is  now,  in  relation  to  naval  powers, 
not  much  unlike  that  of  France  in  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury. At  a  later  period,  during  the  reign  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth, 
several  expeditions  were  fitted  out  by  him,  composed  wholly  of  priva- 
teers, which  were  most  effectively  employed  in  prosecuting  hostilities 
with  naval  powers. 

Those  who  may  have  at  any  time  a  control  on  the  ocean  will  be 
strongly  tempted  to  regulate  its  use  in  a  manner  to  subserve  their  own 
interests  and  ambitious  projects.  The  ocean  is  the  common  property 
of  all  nations  ;  and  instead  of  yielding  to  a  measure  which  will  be 
likely  to  secure  to  a  few — possibly  to  one — an  ascendency  over  it,  each 
should  pertinaciously  retain  all  the  means  it  possesses  to  defend  the 
common  heritage.  A  predominant  power  upon  the  ocean  is  more 
menacing  to  the  well-being  of  others^than  such  a  power  on  land  ;  and 
all  are  alike  interested  in  resisting  a  measure  calculated  to  facilitate 
the  permanent  establishment  of  such  a  domination,  whether  to  be 
wielded  by  one  power  or  shared  among  a  few  others. 

The  injuries  likely  to  result  from  surrendering  the  dominion  of  the 
*eas  to  one  or  a  few  nations  which  have  powerful  navies,  arise  mainly 
rrom  the  practice  of  cubjecting  private  property  on  the  ocean  to  seizure 
by  belligerents.  Justice  and  humanity  demand  that  this  practice 
should  be  abandoned,  and  that  the  rule  in  relation  to  such  property 
on  land  should  be  extended  to  it  when  found  upon  the  high  seas. 
•  The  President,  therefore,  proposes  to  add  to  the  first  proposition  in 
the  i  i  declaration' '  of  the  congress  at  Paris  the  following  words :  c  c  And 
that  the  private  property  of  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  a  belligerent  on 
the  high  seas  shall  be  exempted  from  seizure  by  public  armed  vessels 
of  the  other  belligerent,  except  it  be  contraband."  Thus  amended, 
the  government  of  the  United  States  will  adopt  it,  together  with  the 
other  three  principles  contained  in  that  "  declaration." 

I  am  directed  to  communicate  the  approval  of  the  President  to  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  propositions,  independently  of  the  first, 
should  the  amendment  be  unacceptable.  The  amendment  is  com- 
mended by  so  many  powerful  considerations,  and  the  principle  which 
calls  for  it  has  so  long  had  the  emphatic  sanction  of  all  enlightened 
nations  in  military  operations  on  land,  that  the  President  is  reluctant 
to  believe  it  will  meet  with  any  serious  opposition.  Without  the  pro- 
posed modification  of  the  first  principle,  he  cannot  convince  himself 
that  it  would  be  wise  or  safe  to  change  the  existing  law  in  regard  to 
the  right  of  privateering. 

If  the  amendment  should  not  be  adopted,  it  will  be  proper  for  the 
United  States  to  have  some  understanding  in  regard  to  the  treatment 
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of  their  privateers  when  they  shall  have  occasion  to  visit  the  ports  of 
those  powers  which  are,  or  may  become,  parties  to  the  declaration  of 
the  congress  at  Paris.  The  United  States  will,  upon  the  ground  of 
right  and  comity,  claim  for  them  the  same  consideration  to  which 
they  are  entitled,  and  which  was  extended  to  them,  under  the  law  of 
nations,  before  the  attempted  modification  of  it  by  that  congress. 

As  connected  with  the  subject  herein  discussed,  it  is  not  inappropri- 
ate to  remark,  that-a  due  regard  to  the  fair  claims  of  neutrals  would 
seem  to  require  some  modification,  if  not  an  abandonment,  of  the 
doctrine  in  relation  to  contraband  trade.     Nations  which  preserve  the 
relations  of  peace  should  not  be  injuriously  affected  in  their  commer- 
cial intercourse  by  those  which  choose  to  involve  themselves  in  war, 
provided  the  citizens  of  such  peaceful  nations  do  not  compromise  their 
character  as  neutrals  by  a  direct  interference  with  the  military  opera- 
tions of  the  belligerents.     The  laws  of  siege  and  blockade,  it  is  be- 
lieved, afford  all  the  remedies  against  neutrals  that  the  parties  to  the 
war  can  justly  claim.     Those  laws  interdict  all  trade  with  the  besieged 
or  blockaded  places.     A  further  interference  with  the  ordinary  pur- 
suits of  neutrals,  in  nowise  to  blame  for  an  existing  state  of  hostili- 
ties, is  contrary  to  the  obvious  dictates  of  justice.     If  this  view  of  the 
subject  could  be  adopted,  and  practically  observed  by  all  civilized 
nations,  the  right  of  search,  which  has  been  the  source  of  so  much 
annoyance  and  of  so  many  injuries  to  neutral  commerce,  would  be 
restricted  to  such  cases  only  as  justified  a  suspicion  of  an  attempt  to 
trade  with  places  actually  in  a  state  of  siege  or  blockade. 

Humanity  and  justice  demand  that  the  calamities  incident  to  war 
should  be  strictly  limited  to  the  belligerents  themselves,  and  to  those 
who  voluntarily  take  part  with  them  ;  but  neutrals  abstaining  in  good 
faith  from  such  complicity  ought  to  be  left  to  pursue  their  ordinary 
trade  with  either  belligerent,  without  restrictions  in  respect  to  the 
articles  entering  into  it. 

Though  the  United  States  do  not  propose  to  embarrass  the  other 
pending  negotiations  relative  to  the  rights  of  neutrals,  by  pressing 
this  change  in  the  law  of  contraband,  they  will  be  ready  to  give  it 
their  sanction  whenever  there  is  a  prospect  of  its  favorable  reception 
by  other  maritime  powers. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  the 
Count  de  Sartiges  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

W.  L.  MARCT. 

The  Count  dh  Sarhges,  cfec,  cfec,  dtc. 

The  same  to — 

Mr.  Edward  db  Stoeckl, 

Charge  d'  Affaires  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 

Baron  Gerolt, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia. 

The  Chevalier  Huisemann, 

Minister  Resident  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria. 

The  Chevalier  Bertinatti, 

Charge  d' Affaires  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Sardinia. 
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Mr.  De  StoecM  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

[Translation.] 

Imperial  Legation  of  Russia, 

Washington,  November  28,  1856. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affairs  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
all  the  Bussias,  has  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  hi* 
government,  of  addressing  the  follow inff  communication  to  the  hon- 
orable Mr.  Marcy,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States : 

The  attention  of  the  Emperor  has,  in  an  eminent  degree,  dwelt  on 
the  proposition  by  which  the  United  States  answered  the  invitation 
which  had  been  extended  to  them  to  accede  to  the  declaration  of  the 
14th  of  April.  His  Majesty  entirely  concurs  in  the  views  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  which  the  honorable  Mr.  Marcy  has  laid 
down  in  his  equally  lucid  as  temperate  note  of  the  28th  of  July. 
The  proposition  of  the  federal  government,  in  the  opinion  of  his  Im- 
perial Majesty,  deserves  so  much  the  more  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion that  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  argues  not  for  the  exclusive 
interests  of  the  United  States,  but  for  those  of  the  whole  of  mankind. 

The  imperial  government  would  have  room  for  self-gratulation 
should  its  concurrence  contribute  to  the  adoption  of  the  proposition  of 
the  United  States,  and  should  all  the  powers  by  a  common  resolution, 
proclaimed  in  the  face  of  the  world,  agree  to  apply  to  private  prop- 
erty on  the  seas  the  same  principles  of  inviolability  which  belligerents 
profess  for  property  on  land. 

The  undersigned  is  accordingly  instructed  to  notify  to  the  honor- 
able Mr.  Marcy  that  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  accepts,  for  his  part, 
the  condition  under  which  the  United  States  consent  to  the  abolition 
of  privateering — namely,  that  the  private  property  of  the  subjects  and 
citizens  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  in  time  of  war  be  respected  by 
their  respective  naval  forces,  as  well  as  by  those  of  all  the  powers 
which  may  join  in  this  declaration. 

The  undersigned  is  equally  instructed  to  declare  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  that,  should  the  proposition  of  the  United  States 
become  the  subject  of  a  collective  deliberation,  the  vote  of  the  imperial 
cabinet  is  pledged  to  them. 

The  undersigned  improves  this  opportunity  to  tender  to  Mr.  Marcy 
the  assurance  of  his  very  high  consideration. 

STOECKL. 


KANSAS  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Woodson  to  Mr.  Marcy. 


Shawnee  Mission,  K.  T.,  March  28, 1856. 

Sir  :  Tour  telegraphic  despatch  of  the  25th  February,  directed  to 
me  at  Weston,  Missouri,  has  just  this  moment  been  received,  having 
been  forwarded  by  mail  from  Weston  to  my  address  at  Leavenworth, 
and  from  the  latter  place  to  my  address  at  Westport,  Missouri. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  a  copy  of  the  executive  minutes  for 
the  Territory,  from  its  organization  to  the  last  of  June,  1855,  has 
already  been  forwarded  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  minutes  from  the  1st  July  to 
the  last  of  December,  1855,  for  the  reason  that  I  have  not  had  in  my 
possession  a  copy  of  the  official  correspondence  of  the  governor  for 
that  period,  he  having  left  the  Territory  about  the  1st  of  January 
last  without  handing  me  a  copy  of  his  official  correspondence,  which  I 
am  required  to  record  with  the  executive  minutes. 

Upon  the  governor's  return  to  the  Territory,  about  the  4th  of  the 
present  month,  having  urgent  official  business  at  the  office  of  the 
assistant  treasurer  of  the  United  States  at  St.  Louis,  I  left  the  Terri- 
tory for  the  purpose  of  transacting  my  business  with  that  office,  and 
have  just  arrived  at  this  place  on  my  return  to  Lecompton,  the  capital 
of  the  Territory,  which  place  I  expect  to  reach  in  a  few  days,  and  will 
immediately  forward  to  the  President  a  copy  of  the  executive  minutes 
from  the  1st  July  to  the  last  December,  1855. 

If  another  copy  of  the  minutes  from  the  1st  January  to  the  last  of 
June,  1855,  is  desired  by  the  department,  please  notify  me,  and  it 
will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  the  executive  journal  can  be  transcribed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

you?  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  WOODSON, 
Secretary  Kansas  Territory. 

Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Executive  minutes  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas ,  from  the  1st  July,  1855, 
to  the  ZQth  day  of  December,  1855. — Received  at  the  'Department  of 
State  13th  May,  1856. 

July  2,  1855. — The  executive  office  is  established  at  the  town  of 
Pawnee,  in  the  ninth  election  district. 

July  12,  1855. — The  executive  office  is  again  established  at  the 
Shawnee  Manual  Labor  School,  in  the  seventeenth  election  district. 

August  16,  1855. — The  governor  informs  the  legislative  assembly 
that  his  functions  as  governor  of  the  Territory  were  terminated  in  the 
following  message  addressed  to  the  council  and  house  of  representa- 
tives: 

"  To  the  honorable  the  members  of  the  council  and  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives: 

"  Gentlemen  :  Although  in  my  message  to  your  bodies,  under  date 
of  21st  instant,  I  stated  that  I  was  unable  to  convince  myself  of  the 
legality  of  your  session  at  this  place,  for  reasons  then  given,  and 
although  that  opinion  still  remains  unchanged,  yet,  inasmuch  as  my 
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reasons  were  not  satisfactory  to  you,  and  the  bills  passed  by  yonr 
houses  have  been  up  to  this  time  sent  to  me  lor  approval,  it  is  proper 
that  I  should  inform  you  that  after  your  adjournment  of  yesterday,  I 
received  official  notification  that  my  functions  as  governor  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Kansas  were  terminated.  No  successor  having  arrived,  Sec- 
retary Woodson  will,  of  course,  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  as  act- 
ing governor. 

"  A.  H.  EEEDER. 
"Shawnee  Manual  Labor  School,  August  16,  1855." 

August  17,  1855. — The  acting  governor  continues  G.  P.  Lowrey  in 
the  office  of  executive  clerk  until  the  successor  to  Governor  Reeder 
arrives  in  the  Territory. 

August  30,  1855. — Commissions  issued  to  the  following  appoint- 
ments made  by  the  acting  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  council. 

To  A.  M.  Coffee  as  major  general  of  the  southern  division  of  Kan- 
sas militia. 

William  A.  Heiskell  as  brigadier  general  of  the  first  brigade  of  the 
southern  division  of  Kansas  militia. 

William  Barber  as  brigadier  general  of  the  second  brigade  of  the 
southern  division  of  Kansas  militia. 

William  A.  Yager  as  colonel  of  the  first  regiment  of  the  southern 
division  of  Kansas  militia. 

George  W.  Johnson  as  colonel  of  the  second  regiment  of  the  south- 
ern division  of  Kansas  militia. 

S.  A.  Williams  as  colonel  of  the  third  regiment  of  the  southern  di- 
vision of  Kansas  militia. 

Skilman  Fleming  as  colonel  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  the  southern 
division  of  Kansas  militia. 

William  P.  Richardson  as  major  general  of  the  northern  division 
of  the  militia  of  Kansas  Territory. 

F.  J.  Marshall  as  brigadier  general  of  the  first  brigade  of  the  north- 
ern division  of  the  militia  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Lucian  J.  Eastin  as  brigadier  general  of  the  second  brigade  of  the 
northern  division  of  the  militia  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Robert  Clark  as  colonel  of  the  first  regiment  of  the  northern  divi- 
sion of  the  militia  of  Kansas  Territory. 

James  E.  Thompson  as  colonel  of  the  second  regiment  of  the  north- 
ern division  of  the  militia  of  Kansas  Territory. 

David  M.  Johnson  as  colonel  of  the  third  regiment  of  the  northern 
division  of  the  militia  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Archibald  Payne  as  colonel  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  the  northern 
division  of  the  militia  of  Kansas  Territory. 

H.  J.  Strickler  as  adjutant  general  of  the  militia  of  Kansas  Ter- 
ritory. 

Thomas  J.  B.  Cramer  as  inspector  general  of  the  militia  of  Kansas 
Territory. 
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Same  day. — Commissions  issued  to  the  following  appointments  of 
county  offices  made  by  the  legislative  assembly  in  joint  session : 

For  Doniphan  county. — To  Joel  P.  Blair  as  probate  judge ;  A. 
Dunning  and  E.  B.  Rodgers  as  county  commissioners ;  and  Carey  B. 
Whitehead  as  sheriff. 

For  Atchison  county. — To  James  Headley  as  probate  judge ;  Wil- 
liam Young  and  James  M.  Givens  as  county  commissioners ;  and 
William  C.  McVay  as  sheriff. 

For  Jefferson  county. — To  0.  B.  B.  Tebbs  as  probate  judge  ;  Napo- 
leon Hopewell  and  Samuel  C.  Hudson  as  county  commissioners  ;  and 
George  Dyer  as  sheriff. 

For  Calhoun  county. — To  James  Kuykendall  as  probate  judge  ;  R. 
D.  Beeler  and  William  Alley  as  county  commissioners  ;  and  James 
Wilson  as  sheriff. 

For  Leavenworth  county. — To  John  A.  Halderman  as  probate  judge; 
J.  M.  Hall  and  Matthew  Walker  as  county  commissioners ;  and  G. 
D.  Todd  as  sheriff. 

For  Douglas  county. — To  John  P.  Wood  as  probate  judge  ;  George 
W.  Johnson  and  John  M.  Banks  as  county  commissioners  ;  and  Sam- 
uel J.  Jones  as  sheriff. 

For  Johnson  county. — To  A.  S.  Johnson  as  probate  judge  ;  John  T. 
Peery  and  Joseph  Parks  as  county  commissioners  ;  and  Benjamin  F. 
Johnson  as  sheriff. 

For Lykens  county. — To  J.  Jacobs  as  probate  judge;  H.  Snyder 
and  George  Beets  as  county  commissioners ;  and  R.  P.  Campbell  as 
sheriff. 

For  Bourbon  county. — To  S.  A.  Williams  as  probate  judge ;  H.  L. 
Wilson  and  C.  Wingfield  as  county  commissioners ;  and  B.  F.  Hill 
as  sheriff. 

For  Allen  county. — To  C.  Passmore  as  probate  judge ;  B.  Owen 
and  B.  W.  Cowden  as  county  commissioners ;  and  William  J.  God- 
froj  as  sheriff. 

For  Anderson  county. — To  George  Wilson  as  probate  judge ;  Wil- 
liam R.  True  and  John  Clark  as  county  commissioners  ;  and  P.  D. 
Cummings  as  sheriff. 

For  Franklin  county. — To  J.  Yocum  as  probate  judge  ;  William 
McDow  and  James  M.  Robinson  as  county  commissioners  ;  and  Rich- 
ard Golding  as  sheriff. 

For  Shawnee  county. — To  William  0.  Yager  as  probate  judge  ;  E. 
Hoagland  and  W.  Yocum  as  county  commissioners  ;  and  George  W. 
Berry  as  sheriff. 

For  Nimeha  county. — To  G.  W.  Perrin  as  probate  judge  ;  Jesse 
Adamson  and  John  Ballore  as  county  commissioners  ;  and  James  E. 
Thompson  as  sheriff. 

For  Marshal  county. — To  James  Doniphan  as  probate  judge ;  A. 
J.  Woodward  and  8.  J.  Cramer  as  county  commissioners ;  and  A.  S. 
Clark  as  sheriff. 

For  Riley  county. — To  Clay  Thompson  as  probate  judge  ;  Thomas 
Reynolds,  sr.,  and  Wm.  Cuddy  as  county  commissioners  ;  and  John 
S.  Price  as  sheriff. 

For  Madison  county. — To  Thomas  Huffaker  as  probate  judge ;  EL 
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B.  Elliot    and  C.   H.   Withington  as   county   commissioners ;  and 
John  B.  Foreman  as  sheriff. 

Same  day. — Chas.  H.  Grover  was  commissioned  as  district  attorney 
for  the  first  judicial  district ;  H.  A.  Hutchinson  as  district  attorney 
for  the  second  judicial  district ;  and  John  T.  Brady  as  district  attor- 
ney for  the  third  judicial  district. 

August  10, 1855. — Wilson  Shannon,  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  is  commis- 
sioned governor  of  the  Territory  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Record  of  oath. 

United  States  op  America,  )   ^ 
Territory  of  Kansas.      J     ' 

I,  Daniel  Woodson,  secretary  of  the  said  Territory  of  Kansas,  do  here- 
by certify  that  Wilson  Shannon  personally  appeared  before  me  this  7th 
day  of  September,  A.  D.  1855,  at  my  office,  in  said  Territory,  and  was 
by  me  duly  sworn  according  to  law  to  support  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
governor  of  said  Territory. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  7  th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1855. 

DANIEL  WOODSON, 

Secretary  Kansas  Territory. 

September  16,  1855. — Resignation  of  G.  W.  Berry  as  sheriff  of 
Shawnee  county  received. 

September  6,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  John  Donaldson  as  au- 
ditor of  public  accounts  for  the  Territory. 

September,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  Allen  P.  Tibbitts  as  pro- 
bate judge  of  the  county  of  Arapahoe. 

Commission  issued  to  James  Stringfellow  as  clerk  of  the  probate 
court  for  the  county  of  Arapahoe. 


September  21,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  Wm.  A.  Heiskell 
clerk  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  for  the  county  of  Lykens. 

Commission  issued  to  A.  H.  McFadden  as  coroner  of  the  county  of 
Lykens. 

Commissions  issued  to  Martin  White  and  William  Lebon  as  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Lykens. 

September  21,  1855. — Commissions  issued  to  Barrett  Hall  and  Peter 
J.  Potts  as  constables  of  the  county  of  Lykens. 

Commission  issued  to  Alexander  McPherson  as  justice  of  the  peace 
for  Shannon  township,  in  Atchison  county. 

September  22,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  Thos.  L.  Fortune  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  Mount  Pleasant  Township,  in  the  county  of 
Atchison. 


OF  THE   PRESIDENT.  49 

Commission  issued  to  J.  C.  Marmion  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Shannon  township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  Wm,  D.  Barnett  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Grasshopper  township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  Green  bury  B.  Gates  as  constable  for  Mount 
Pleasant  township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  Felix  Brown  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  Mount 
Pleasant  township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  Ira  Morris,  sen.,  as  treasurer  of  the  county  of 
Atchison, 

Commission  issued  to  Dudley  McVay  as  coroner  of  the  county  of 
Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  A.  Elliott  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  Mount 
Pleasant  township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison 

Commission  issued  to  Eli  C*  Mason  as  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Atchison,  vice  Wm.  C.  McVay,  resigned* 

Commission  issued  to  Jacob  Rees  as  constable  of  Grasshopper  town- 
ship, in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  P.  P.  Wilcox  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  Shan- 
»  ip,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

September  22,  1855.— Commission  issued  to  James  T.  Darnall  as 
constable  for  Shannon  township,  in  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  Samuel  Walters  as  assessor  for  the  county  ofi 
Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  Ira  Morriss  as  clerk  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  for  the  county  of  Atchison. 

Commission  issued  to  J.  Farley  as  clerk  of  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners for  Bourbon  county. 

Commission  issued  to  John  N.  Catrell  as  constable  for  the  county 
of  Bourbon. 

Commission  issued  to  Thomas  Watkins  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  of  Bourbon. 

September  24,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  C.  C.  Huffaker  as  clerk 
of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  for  Johnson  county. 

September  24,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  R.  R*  Rees,  justice  of 
the  peace  of  the  township  of  Leavenworth,  in  Leavenworth  county. 

Commission  issued  to  H.  P.  Johnson  as  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
township  of  Leavenworth,  in  Leavenworth  county. 

Commission  is*'-  ad  to  Thomas  C.  Hughes  as  constable  for  the  town- 
ship of  Leavenworth,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  L.  F.  Hollingsworth  as  justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  township  of  Delaware,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

September  26, 1855. — Commission  issued  to  Wilson  Fox  as  constable 
for  the  township  of  Delaware,  in  Leavenworth  county. 

September  29,  1855. — Commission  issued  to   James  Christian  as 
clerk  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  for  Douglas  county. 
4 
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October  4,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  James  B.  Whitehead  as 
clerk  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  for  Doniphan  county. 

Commission  issued  to  James  F.  Forman  as  county  surveyor  for  the 
county  of  Doniphan. 

Commission  issued  to  Henry  Thompson  as  coroner  for  the  county  of 
Doniphan. 

Commissions  issued  to  A.  Q.  Bice  and  Milford  Gilmore  as  justices 
of  the  peace  for  Wolf  River  township,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan. 

Commission  issued  to  Jesse  Lewis  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
township  of  Iowa,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan. 

Commission  issued  to  James  Pateet  as  constable  for  the  township 
Iowa,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan. 

Cqmmissions  issued  to  Thomas  W.  Watterson  and  Labon  Pritchard 
as  justices  of  the  peace  for  Burr  Oak  township,  in  the  county  of  Doni- 
phan. 

Commissions  issued  to  A.  Head  and  F.  Mahan  as  justices  of  the 
peace  for  Washington  township,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan. 

October  4,  1855. — Commissions  issued  to  John  A.  Yanarsdale  and 
Wm.  Shaw  as  justices  of  the  peace  for  Wayne  township,  in  the  county 
of  Doniphan. 

Commission  issued  to  Joshua  Saunders  as  constable  for  Wayne 
township,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan. 

Commission  issued  to  S.  W.  Tunnel  as  constable  for  the  township 
of  Kickapoo,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  Cyrus   Doleman  as  clerk   of  the  board  of" 
county  commissioners,  for  the  county  of  Nemeha. 

Commission  issued  to  Oliver  P.  Williams  as  treasurer  of  the  county 
of  Nemeha. 

Commission  issued  to  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  as  coroner  for  the 
county  of  Nemeha. 

Commission  issued  to  Horace  Newton  as  constable  of  the  county  of 
Nemeha. 

October  5,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  J.  D.  Wells  as  county  com- 
missoner  for  the  county  of  Marshall,  vice  A.  G.  Woodward,  resigned. 

October  8,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  James  Corlew  as  constable 
for  Franklin  township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  C.  C.  Spalding  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Lecompton  township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  Hugh  Cameron  as  treasurer  of  the  county  of 
Douglas. 

October  8,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  Peter  Crockett  as  coroner 
of  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  G.  B.  Bedman  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
township  of  Delaware,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  Alexander  Russell  as  justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  township  of  Leavenworth,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 
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Commission  issued  to  Ethan  A.  Long  as  constable  for  the  township 
of  Wyandott,  in  Leavenworth  county. 

Commission  issued  to  J.  W.  Ladd  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
township  of  Wyandott,  in  Leavenworth  county. 

Commission  issued  to  Wm,  L.  Kuykendall  as  clerk  of  the  board  of 
county  commissioners  for  Calhoun  county 

October  10,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  John  Martin  as  clerk  of 
the  board  of  county  commissioners  for  the  county  of  Saawnee. 

Commission  issued  to  Duke  W.  Hunter  as  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  for  the  county  of  Shawnee. 

Commission  issued  to  John  Homer  as  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Shaw- 
nee, vice  G-.  W.  Berry,  resigned. 

Commissions  issued  to  J.  W.  Kavanaugh  and  Geo.  W.  Eedman  as 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Shawnee. 

Commission  issued  to  Isaac  N.  Campbell  as  constable  of  the  county 
of  Shawnee. 

October  15,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  C  B.  Mobley  for  county 
commissioner  of  Riley  county,  vice  Wm.  Cready,  resigned. 

October  15,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  J.  L.  Reynolds  as  clerk  of 
the  board  of  county  commissioners  for  the  county  of  Riley. 

Commission  issued  to  F.  C.  Sonnamaker  as  coroner  for  the  county 
of  Riley. 

Commission  issued  to  Thomas  Dixon  as  constable  of  the  county  of 
Riley. 

Commission  issued  to  James  Dixon,  L.  B.  Perry,  and  A.  A.  Gar- 
rott,  as  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Riley. 

October  19,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  John  A.  Haldermann 
as  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  fourth  regiment,  second  brigade  of  the 
northern  division  of  Kansas  militia. 

October  20,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  Thomas  J.  B.  Cramer 
as  territorial  treasurer. 

October  30,  1855. — The  returns  of  the  judges  of  the  election  held 
on  the  first  Monday  of  October,  in  pursuance  of  law,  for  a  delegate  to 
the  thirty-fourth  Congress,  being  duly  examined,  and  John  W. 
Whitfield  having  received  a  majority  of  the  legal  votes  polled,  is 
declared  by  the  governor  to  be  duly  elected  a  delegate  to  the  thirty- 
fourth  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  a  certificate  of  election 
under  the  seal  of  the  Territory  is  accordingly  issued  to  said  John  W. 
Whitfield. 

November  9, 1855. — Commissions  issued  to  Wiley  Patterson,  Corwan 
Mitchell,  H.  Miller,  and  D.  Guthrey,  as  justices  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  of  Bourbon. 

November  9,    1855. — Commissions  issued  to  James  B.   Russell, 
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Nelson  L.  Loyd,  and  John  Haliday,  as  constables  for  the  county  of 
Bourbon. 

Commission  issued  to  H.  H.  Eelsoe  as  coroner  for  the  county  of 
Bourbon. 

Commission  issued  to  Edward  Searcy  as  treasurer  for  the  county  of 
Doniphan. 

Commissions  issued  to  John  E.  Roggs  and  W.  C.  Fasten  as 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Browne. 

Commission  issued  to  William  Flunkett  as  constable  for  the  county 
of  Browne. 

Commission  issued  to  Wiley  Williams  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Kickapoo  township,  in  the  county  of  Leavenworth. 

Commission  issued  to  M.  Fierce  Biveley  as  treasurer  for  the  county 
of  Leavenworth. 

November  10,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  H.  W.  Buckley  as  con- 
stable for  Louisiana  township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

.November  22,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  James  P.  Sanders  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  Washington  township,  in  the  county  of . 

.November  24,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  Samuel  Crane  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  Franklin  township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  Hugh  Cameron  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  township  of  Lawrence,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

-November  24,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  Franklin  M.  Coleman 
as  justice  of  the  peace  for  Louisiana  township,  in  Douglas  county. 

Commission  itisued  to  J.  N.  Hughes  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  Lou- 
isiana township,  in  the  county  of  Douglas. 

Commission  issued  to  Samuel  Clark  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  Wash- 
ington township,  in  Douglas  county. 

Commission  issued  to  J.  W.  Sheppard  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Jjecompton  township,  in  Douglas  county. 

Commissions  issued  to  P.  Fleshman  and  S.  J.  Lockheart  as  justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  township  of  Douglas,  in  the  county  of  Calhoun. 

Commission  issued  to  Rolla  J.  Fulton  as  constable  for  the  township 
of  Douglas,  in  the  county  of  Calhoun. 

Commission  issued  to  G.  S.  Young  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
township  of  Half-Day,  in  Calhoun  county. 

November  26,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  George  Bingo  as  con- 
stable of  Shannon  township,  in  Atchison  county,  vice  James  T.  Dar- 
nall,  declined. 

Commission  issued  to  William  Reynolds  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  township  of  Alexandria,  in  Leavenworth  county. 

Commission  issued  to  Thomas  J.  Carson  as  constable  for  Alexan- 
dria township,  in  Leavenworth  county. 

Commission  issued  to  William  P.  Tuttle  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Shawnee  county,  vice  John  W.  Eavanaugh,  resigned. 

November  27, 1855. — The  governor  receives  special  despatches  from 
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the  sheriff  of  Douglas  county  stating  that  there  was  a  large  force  of 
armed  outlaws  in  that  county  in  open  resistance  to  the  laws  of  the 
Territory,  and  calling  for  a  posse  of  three  thousand  men  to  enable 
him  to  execute  process  in  his  hands  ;  whereupon  the  governor  issues 
the  following  orders  to  Major  General  William  P.  Richardson,  of  the 
northern  division  of  Kansas  militia,  and  Adjutant  General  Strickler: 

Headquarters,  Shawnee  Mission, 

Kansas  Territory,  November  27,  1855. 

Snt:  Reliable  information  has  reached  me  that  an  armed  military 
force  is  now  in  Lawrence  and  that  vicinity,  in  open  rebellion  against 
the  laws  of  this  Territory,  and  that  they  have  determined  that  no  pro- 
cess in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  of  that  county  shall  be  executed.  I 
have  received  a  letter  from  S.  J.  Jones,  sheriff  of  Douglas  county, 
informing  me  that  he  had  arrested  a  man  under  a  warrant  placed  in 
his  hands,  and  while  conveying  him  to  Lecompton  he  was  met  by  an 
armed  force  of  some  forty  men,  and  that  the  prisoner  was  taken  out 
of  his  custody  and  open  defiance  bid  to  the  law.  I  am  also  duly  ad- 
vised that  an  armed  band  of  men  have  burned  a  number  of  houses, 
destroyed  personal  property,  and  turned  whole  families  out  of  doors 
in  Douglas  county.     Warrants  will  be  issued  against  those  men  and 

8 laced  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  of  Douglas  county  for  execution, 
[e  has  written  to  me  demanding  three  thousand  men  to  aid  him  in 
the  execution  of  the  process  of  the  law  and  the  preservation  of  the 
peace. 

Tou  are,  therefore,  hereby  ordered  to  collect  together  as  large  a 
force  as  you  can  in  your  division,  and  repair  without  delay  to  Lecomp- 
ton, and  report  yourself  to  S.  J.  Jones,  the  sheriff  of  Douglas  county, 
together  with  the  number  of  your  forces,  and  render  to  him  all  the  aid 
and  assistance  in  your  power  if  required  in  the  execution  of  any  legal 
process  in  his  hands.  The  forces  under  your  command  are  to  be  used 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  aiding  the  sheriff  in  executing  the  law,  and  for 
no  other  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILSON  SHANNON. 
Major  General  Wm.  P.  Richardson. 


Headquarters,  Shawnee  Mission, 
Kansas  Territory,  November  27,  1855. 

Sir:  I  am  this  moment  advised  by  letter  from  S.  J.  Jones,  sheriff 
of  Douglas  county,  that  while  conveying  a  prisoner  to  Lecompton, 
whom  he  had  arrested  by  virtue  of  a  peace  warrant,  he  was  met  by  a 
band  of  armed  men  who  took  said  prisoner  forcibly  out  of  his  posses- 
sion, and  bid  defiance  to  the  execution  of  all  law  in  this  Territory. 
He  has  demanded  of  me  three  thousand  men  to  aid  him  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  legal  process  in  his  hands.  As  the  southern  division  of 
the  militia  of  this  Territory  is  not  organized,  I  can  only  request  you 
to  collect  together  as  large  a  force  as  you  can,  and,  at  at  early  a  day 
as  practicable,  report  yourself,  with  the  forces  you  may  raise,  to  S.  J. 
Jones,  sheriff  of  Douglas  county,  and  to  give  him  every  assistance 
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in  your  power  in  the  execution  of  the  legal  process  in  his  hands. 
Whatever  forces  you  may  bring  to  his  aid  are  to  be  used  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  aiding  the  sheriff  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  no  other. 
It  is  expected  that  every  good  citizen  will  aid  and  assist  the  lawful 
authorities  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  Territory  and  the  pre- 
servation of  good  order. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILSON  SHANNON. 
General  H.  I.  Stricklek. 

Nov.  28,  1855. — The  governor  writes  the  following  letter  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Executive  Office,  Shawnee  Mission, 
Kansas  Territory,  November  28,  18E5. 

Sir:  Affairs  in  this  Territory  are  daily  assuming  a  shape  of  great 
danger  to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  society.  I  am  well  satisfied 
that  there  exists  in  this  Territory  a  secret  military  organization, 
which  has  for  its  object,  among  other  things,  resistance  to  the  laws 
by  force.  Until  within  a  few  days  past  I  have  looked  upon  the  threats 
of  leading  men  and  public  papers,  who  have  placed  themselves  in  an 
attitude  of  resistance  to  the  laws,  as  not  intended  by  those  who  made 
them  to  be  carried  into  execution.  I  am  now  satisfied  of  the  exist- 
ance  of  this  secret  military  organization,  and  that  those  engaged  in 
it  have  been  secretly  supplied  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and 
that  it  is  the  object  and  purpose  of  this  organization  to  resist  the  laws 
by  force.  The  strength  of  this  organization  is  variously  estimated  at 
from  one  to  two  thousand,  but  I  have  no  satisfactory  data  from  which 
to  estimate  its  real  strength,  and  I  do  not  believe  they  can  command, 
for  any  given  purpose,  more  than  one  thousand  men.  They  are  said 
to  be  well  supplied  with  Sharpens  rifles  and  revolvers,  and  that  they 
are  bound  by  an  oath  to  assist  each  other  in  the  resistance  of  the 
laws  when  called  upon  to  do  so.  Independent  of  the  disclosures 
made  by  those  who  formerly  belonged  to  this  association,  and  the 
hints  thrown  thrown  out  by  some  of  the  public  journals  in  their 
interest,  the  most  practical  proof  of  the  truth  of  these  allegations 
consists  in  their  own  acts.  A  few  days  since  a  difficulty  took  place  in 
Douglas  county,  some  ten  miles  south  of  Lawrence,  between  one  of 
these  men  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Coleman,  from  Virginia,  in  rela- 
tion to  a  claim,  in  which  the  former  was  shot  and  died  immediately. 
Coleman  was  taken  into  custody  for  trial  by  the  sheriff  of  that  county, 
and  to  avoid  all  ground  of  objection  as  to  legal  authority,  Judge  Le- 
compte  was  written  to  and  requested  to  attend  at  the  county  seat  (it 
being  in  his  judicial  district)  and  sit  as  an  examining  court.  In  the 
mean  time  a  large  body  of  armed  men,  said  to  be  from  three  to  four 
hundred,  collected  at  or  near  Lawrence,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
rescuing  Coleman  from  the  sheriff  and  executing  him  without  a  trial. 
Coleman  claims  that  he  shot  the  man  strictly  in  self-defence,  and  is 
willing  to  abide  a  judicial  investigation  and  trial.  On  Monday  last  a 
warrant  was  issued  against  one  of  this  band  of  men  for  threatening  the 
life  of  one  of  his  neighbors,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  of 
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the  county  for  execution,  who,  with  a  posse  of  some  ten  men,  arrested 
him  on  Tuesday  night,  and  as  he  was  conveying  the  prisoner  to  Le- 
compton  he  was  met  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  by  a  band  of 
these  men,  consisting  ofbetween  forty  and  fifty,  all  armed  with  Sharpe's 
rifles  and  revolvers,  who  forcibly  rescued  the  prisoner  out  of  his  hands 
and  openlv  proclaimed  that  there  were  no  officers  or  law  in  this  Terri- 
tory.    In  the  settlement  in  which  these  transactions  took  place,  there 
were  from  sixteen  to  twenty  law  and  order  families,  and  about  one 
hundred  free-soil  families.    At  the  last  advices  three  of  the  houses  of 
the  former  had  been  burnt  down  by  this  armed  band,  cattle  had  been 
killed,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  corn  and  other  personal  property 
destroyed,  and  the  whole  law  and  order  population  of  that  neighbor- 
hood, induced  by  terror,  had  fled,  except  two  families,  whose  lives  were 
threatened.     Helpless  women  and  children  have  been  forced  by  fear 
and  threats  to  flee  from  their  homes  and  seek  shelter  and  protection 
in  the  State  of  Missouri.     Measures  were  being  taken  by  the  legal 
authorities  to  procure  warrants  against  these  lawless  men  and  have 
them  arrested  and  legally  tried.      Under  these  circumstances,  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  has  called  on  me  for  three  thousand  men 
to  aid  him  in  the  execution  of  the  warrants  in  his  hands,  and 
to  protect   him  and  his  prisoner  from  the  violence  of  this  armed 
force.    The  force  required  by  the  sheriff  is  far  beyond  what  I  believe 
to  be  necessary,  and,  indeed,  far  beyond  what  could  be  raised  in  this 
Territory.     From  five  to  eight  hundred  men  will  be  amply  sufficient, 
I  have  no  doubt,  to  protect  the  sheriff  and  enable  him  to  execute  the 
legal  process  in  his  hands.     With  the  view  of  giving  to  the  sheriff 
the  requisite  aid,  I  have  issued  orders  to  Major  General  Richardson,  of 
the  northern  division  of  militia  of  this  Territory,  a  prudent  and  dis- 
creet man,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  you  herewith.     I  also  send  you  a 
copy  of  a  request  I  have  made  of  General  Strickler,  who  resides  in  the 
adjoining  county  to  Douglas.     These  are  the  only  orders  I  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  issue,  by  means  of  which,  I  believe,  a  sufficient  force  will 
be  raised  to  protect  the  sheriff  and  enable  him  to  execute  the  legal  pro- 
cess in  his  hands. 

The  time  has  come  when  this  armed  band  of  men,  who  are  seeking 
to  subvert  and  render  powerless  the  existing  government,  have  to  be 
met  and  the  laws  enforced  against  them,  or  submit  to  their  lawless  do- 
minion. If  the  lives  and  property  of  unoffending  citizens  of  this  Ter- 
ritory cannot  be  protected  by  law,  there  is  an  end  to  practical  govern- 
ment, and  it  becomes  a  useless  formality. 

The  excitement  along  the  borders  of  Missouri  is  running  wild,  and 
nothing  but  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  against  these  men  will  allay 
it.  Since  the  disclosure  of  the  existence  and  purposes  of  this  secret 
military  organization  in  this  Territory,  there  has  been  much  excite- 
ment along  the  borders  of  Missouri,  but  it  has  been  held  in  check 
heretofore  by  assurances  that  the  laws  of  the  Territory  would  be  en- 
forced, and  that  protection  would  be  given  to  the  citizens  against  all 
unlawful  acts  of  this  association.  This  feeling  and  intense  excite- 
ment can  still  be  held  in  subordination  if  the  laws  are  faithfully  exe- 
cuted ;  otherwise  there  is  no  power  here  that  can  control  this  border 
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excitement,  and  civil  war  is  inevitable.  This  military  organization 
is  looked  upon  as  hostile  to  all  southern  men,  or  rather  to  the  law  and 
order  party  of  the  Territory,  many  of  whom  have  relations  and  friends, 
and  all  have  sympathizers,  in  Missouri ;  and  the  moment  it  is  believed 
that  the  laws  will  not  furnish  adequate  protection  to  this  class  of  citi- 
zens against  the  lawless  acts  of  this  armed  association,  a  force  will  be 
precipitated  across  the  line,  to  redress  real  and  supposed  wrongs,  in- 
flicted on  friends,  that  cannot  be  controlled  or  for  the  moment  resisted. 
It  is  in  vain  to  conceal  the  fact,  we  are  standing  on  a  volcano,  the 
npheavings  and  agitations  beneath  we  feel,  and  no  one  can  tell 
the  hour  when  an  eruption  may  take  place.  Under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, the  importance  of  sustaining  the  sheriff  of  Douglas  county, 
and  enabling  him  to  execute  his  process,  independent  of  other  consider- 
ations connected  with  the  peace  and  good  order  of  society,  will  strike 
you  at  once  ;  and  to  do  this,  by  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  citizens 
of  this  Territory,  is  the  great  object  to  be  accomplished  to  avoid  the 
dreadful  evils  of  civil  war.  I  believe  this  can  be  done.  In  this,  how- 
ever, I  may  be  mistaken.  No  efforts  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to 
preserve  good  order  in  the  Territory,  and  I  will  keep  you  constantly  ad- 
vised of  the  progress  and  state  of  things  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILSON  SHANNON. 
His  Excellency  Franklin  Pierce. 

Nov.  29,  1855. — The  governor  issues  the  following  proclamation  to 
the  citizens  of  the  Territory: — 

PROCLAMATION. 

By  the  Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Whereas,  reliable  information  has  been  received  that  a  numerous 
association  of  lawless  men,  armed  with  deadly  weapons  and  supplied 
with  all  the  implements  of  war,  combined  and  confederated  together 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  opposing  by  force  and  violence  the  execution 
of  the  laws  of  this  Territory,  did,  at  the  county  of  Douglas,  on  or 
about  the  26th  of  this  month,  make  a  violent  assault  on  the  sheriff  of 
said  county  with  deadly  weapons,  and  did  overcome  said  officer,  and 
did  rescue  from  his  custody  by  force  and  violence  a  person  arrested  by 
virtue  of  a  peace  warrant,  and  then  and  there  a  prisoner  holden  by 
the  said  sheriff,  and  other  scandalous  outrages  did  commit  in  viola- 
tion of  law. 

And  whereas,  also,  information  has  been  received  that  this  confede- 
rated band  of  lawless  men  did,  about  the  same  time,  set  fire  to  and 
burn  down  a  number  of  houses  of  peaceable  and  unoffending  citizens, 
and  did  destroy  a  considerable  amount  of  personal  property,  and  have 
repeatedly  proclaimed  that  they  would  regard  no  law  of  this  Terri- 
tory, resist  by  force  of  arms  all  officers  and  those  aiding  and  assisting 
them  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  or  any  process  issued  in  pursuance 
thereof. 
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And  whereas,  also,  I  have  received  satisfactory  information  that  this 
armed  organization  of  lawless  men  have  proclaimed  their  determina- 
tion to  attack  the  said  sheriff  of  Douglas  county,  and  rescue  from  his 
custody  a  prisoner,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  executing  him  without  a 
judicial  trial,  and  at  the  same  time  threatened  the  life  of  the  said  sheriff 
and  other  citizens.  Now,  therefore,  to  the  end  that  the  authority  of 
the  laws  may  be  maintained  and  those  concerned  in  violating  them 
brought  to  immediate  and  condign  punishment,  and  that  the  sheriff  of 
Douglaa  county  may  be  protected  from  lawless  violence  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  lawful  warrants  and  other  process  in  his  hands,  I,  Wil- 
son Shannon,  governor  of  said  Territory,  have  issued  this  my  procla- 
mation, calling  on  all  well  disposed  citizens  of  this  Territory  to  rally 
to  the  support  of  the  laws  of  their  country,  and  requiring  and  com- 
manding all  officers,  civil  and  military,  and  all  other  citizens  of  this 
Territory  who  shall  be  found  within  the  vicinity  of  these  outrages,  to 
be  aiding  and  assisting,  by  all  means  in  their  power,  in  quelling  this 
armed  organization,  and  assisting  the  said  sheriff  and  his  deputies  in 
recapturing  the  above  named  prisoner,  and  aiding  and  assisting  him  in 
the  execution  of  all  legal  processes  in  his  hands.  And  I  do  further 
command  that  the  district  attorney  for  the  district  in  which  these 
outrages  took  place,  and  all  other  persons  concerned  in  the  adminis- 
tration and  execution  of  the  laws,  cause  the  above  offenders,  and  all 
such  as  aided  or  assisted  them,  to  be  immediately  arrested  and  pro- 
ceeded with  according  to  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  Territory,  this 
[l.  8.]  29th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five. 

WILSON  SHANNON. 
By  the  governor : 

Dan'l  Woodson,  Secretary. 

December  2,1855. — The  governor  sends  the  following  despatches 
to  Sheriff  Jones  and  Major  General  Richardson  : 

Executive  Office,  Shawnee  Mission, 

Kansas  Territory }  December  2,  1855. 
I  have  received  a  reply  to  my  despatch  to  Col.  Sumner,  informing 
me  that  he  will  be  ready  at  a  moment's  warning  to  move  with  his 
whole  force,  if  desired,  as  soon  as  orders  are  received  from  Washing- 
ton. My  telegraphic  despatch  to  the  President  has  been  sent  through 
before  this  time,  and  I  will  receive  in  a  short  time,  I  have  no  doubt, 
the  authority  desired  to  call  on  the  United  States  troops.  Under 
these  circumstances,  you  will  wait  until  I  can  get  the  desired  orders 
from  Washington  before  attempting  to  execute  your  writs.  This  will 
prevent  any  effusion  of  blood,  and  will  have  a  moral  influence  which 
will  prevent  hereafter  any  resistance  to  the  laws.  When  these  law- 
less men  find  that  the  forces  of  the  United  States  can  be  used  to  pre- 
serve order,  they  will  not  be  so  ready  to  put  themselves  in  opposi- 
tion and,  if  necessary,  steps  will  be  taken  to  station  an  adequate 
force  in  that  region  to  protect  the  people  against  lawless  violence  and 
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to  insure  the  execution  of  the  laws.  Tou  will  retain  a  force  adequate 
to  protect  you  from  violence  and  to  guard  your  prisoner.  Any  force 
beyond  this  had  better  remain  at  a  distance  until  it  shall  be  ascertained 
whether  their  aid  will  or  will  not  be  needed.  The  known  deficiency 
in  the  arms  and  all  the  accoutrements  of  war,  which  necessarily 
must  characterize  the  law-abiding  citizens  that  have  rushed  to  your 
assistance  in  the  maintenance  of  law,  will  invite  resistance  on  the  other 
side,  who  are  well  armed,  and  it  is  wrong  to  place  these  men  in  a 
position  where  their  lives  may  be  endangered,  when  we  will,  in  all 
probability,  have  an  ample  force  from  the  fort  in  a  few  days. 

Show  this  letter  to  Major  General  Richardson  and  General  Easton, 
who,  I  am  advised,  have  gone  to  your  aid.  They  go  to  Lecompton,  but 
will  join  you  wherever  you  are.  Their  forces  are  small  and  may  be 
required  for  your  protection  until  advices  are  received  from  Washington. 

I  send  you  a  letter  to  General  Richardson,  which  you  will  please  place 
in  his  hands  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable.  I  refer  him  to  this  let- 
ter to  you  for  my  views.     You  will  let  him  see  it. 

Let  me  know  the  number  of  warrants  you  have  and  the  names  of 
defendants.     I  will  probably  accompany  Colonel  Sumner's  command. 

Yours,  (fee, 

WILSON  SHANNON. 

Mr.  Jones,  Sheriff. 


Executive  Office,  Shawnee  Mission, 

Kansas  Territory,  December  2,  1855. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  written  a  letter  to  Sheriff  Jones,  putting  him 
in  possession  of  what  I  have  done,  and  the  expectations  I  have  of 
getting  from  Washington  authority  forthwith  to  call  on  the  United 
States  forces  at  the  fort.  I  have  sent  a  despatch  to  Colonel  Sumner 
and  received  a  reply  that  he  will  be  ready  at  any  moment  to  move 
with  his  whole  force  as  soon  as  orders  are  received  from  Washington. 
These  orders  are  confidently  expected  in  a  day  or  two.  I  am  desirous 
to  use  the  United  States  forces,  as  it  will  have  a  salutary  influence  on 
these  lawless  men  hereafter.  When  they  find  that  the  United  States 
forces  can  be  used  to  preserve  the  peace  and  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Territory,  they  will  not  be  so  ready  to  put  themselves  in  a  hostile 
attitude.  In  the  meantime,  you  will  remain  with  Jones,  the  sheriff, 
with  an  adequate  force  for  his  protection  and  the  security  of  his 
prisoner.  The  other  forces  under  your  command  will  remain  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  ready  when  called  on  to  act.  You  will  be  careful  in  pre- 
serving order  and  restraining  all  illegal  acts.  Let  everything  that 
is  done  be  for  the  preservation  of  law  and  order  and  the  protection  of 
the  sheriff,  and  to  enable  him  to  serve  the  legal  process  in  his  hands. 

When  these  objects  are  accomplished,  your  command  will  retire. 

I  shall  accompany  Colonel  Sumner  with  the  United  States  forces. 
Yours,  with  very  great  respect, 

WILSON  SHANNON. 

Major  General  Richardson. 
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December  4,  1855. — The  governor  sends  a  letter  to  Colonel  E.  F. 
Sumner,  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  with  the  telegraphic  despatch  from  the 
President. 

December  5,  1855. — The  governor  receives  the  following  letter,  in 
reply  to  his  letter  of  yesterday  to  Colonel  Sumner: 

Headquarters,  1st  Cavalry, 
Fart  Leavenworth,  Dec.  5,  1855 — 1  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Governor  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  with  the 
telegraphic  despatch  of  the  President.  I  will  march  with  my  regi- 
ment in  a  few  hours,  and  will  meet  you  at  the  Delaware  crossing  on 
the  Kansas,  this  evening. 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  SUMNER, 
Colonel  1st  Cavalry. 
His  Excellency  WnsoN  Shannon. 

December  6, 1855. — The  governor  receives  the  following  letter  from 
Colonel  Sumner : 

Headquarters,  1st  Cavalry, 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Dec.  5,  1855. 

Governor  :  On  more  mature  reflection,  I  think  it  will  not  be  proper 
to  move  before  I  receive  the  orders  of  the  government.  I  shall  be  all 
ready  whenever  I  get  them.  This  decision  will  not  delay  our  reach- 
ing the  scene  of  difficulty,  for  I  can  move  from  this  place  to  Law- 
rence as  quickly  (or  nearly  so)  as  I  could  from  the  Delaware  crossing, 
and  we  could  not,  of  course,  go  beyond  that  place  without  definite 
orders. 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  SUMNER, 
Col.  1st  Cavalry,  commanding. 
His  Excellency  Wilson  Shannon. 

December  6,  1855. — The  governor  sends  the  following  special 
despatch  to  Colonel  Sumner : 

Wakarusa,  Dec.  6,  1855. 

I  send  you  this  special  despatch,  to  ask  you  to  come  to  Lawrence  as 
soon  as  you  possibly  can.  My  object  is  to  secure  the  citizens  of  that 
place,  as  well  as  all  others,  from  a  conflict  of  arms,  which,  if  once  com* 
menced,  there  is  no  telling  where  it  will  end.  I  doubt  not  but  that  you 
have  received  orders  from  Washington  ;  but  if  you  have  not,  the  abso- 
lute nressure  of  this  crisis  is  such  as  to  justify  you  with  the  President 
and  the  world  in  moving  with  your  forces  to  the  scene  of  difficulty.  It  is 
hard  to  restrain  the  men  here ;  they  are  beyond  my  power  of  restraint, 
or,  at  least,  soon  may  be,  to  prevent  them  from  making  an  attack  on 
Lawrence,  which,  if  once  made,  there  is  no  telling  where  it  will  end. 
The  presence  of  a  portion  of  the  United  States  troops  in  Lawrence 
will  prevent  an  attack,  save  bloodshed,  and  enable  me  to  get  matters 
arranged  in  a  satisfactory  way,  and,  at  the  same  time,  secure  the  ex* 
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ectition  of  the  law.  It  is  peace,  not  war,  that  we  want,  and  you  have 
the  power  to  secure  peace.  Time  is  precious.  Fear  not  but  you  will 
be  sustained. 

With  great  respect, 

WILSON  SHANNON. 
Colonel  Sumner. 

December  4, 1855. — The  governor  receives  the  following  letters  from 
Major  General  Richardson  and  George  W.  Clarke,  esq.: 

Lbcompton,  Kansas  Territory, 

December  3, 1855 — 12  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  believe  it  to  be  essential  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
the  Territory  that  the  outlaws  at  Lawrence,  and  elsewhere,  be  re- 
quired to  surrender  their  Sharpe's  rifles.  There  can  be  no  security  for 
the  future  safety  of  the  lives  and  property  of  law-abiding  citizens 
until  these  lawless  men  are,  at  least,  deprived  of  their  Sharpe's  rifles, 
which  we  know  have  been  furnished  them  for  the  purpose  of  resisting 
the  laws.  In  fact,  law-abiding  citizens  will  be  compelled  to  leave  the 
Territory  unless  the  outlaws  are  made  to  surrender  their  Sharpe's  rifles 
and  artillery,  if  they  have  any.  I  do  not,  however,  feel  authorized 
from  your  instructions  to  me  to  make  this  demand.  Should  you  con- 
cur with  me  in  opinion,  please  let  me  know  by  express  at  once.  A 
new  express  had  better  be  sent  in  lieu  of  the  bearer  of  this,  as  he  will 
be  fatigued.  I  am  diligently  using  every  necessary  precaution  to  pre- 
vent the  effusion  of  blood  and  preserve  the  peace  of  the  Territory. 
As  the  Sharpe's  rifles  may  be  regarded  as  private  property  by  some,  I 
can  give  a  receipt  for  them,  stating  that  they  will  be  returned  to  their 
owners  at  the  discretion  of  the  governor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  P.  RICHARDSON, 

Major  General  in  command. 

His  Excellency  Gov.  WnsoN  Shannon. 


Camp  Clarke,  December  3,  1855. 

Dkar 

its  way, 

compel!*  x      o        ,      , o ....     

lators  of  the  law  are  disarmed,  the  country  is  ruined.  Should  the 
troops  withdraw  without  this  being  done,  a  partisan  war  will  continue ; 
murders,  house  burnings,  and  all  the  outrages  incident  to  civil  war 
will  follow,  and  we  (the  law-abiding  men}  will  have  to  withdraw  from 
the  Territory,  to  our  great  pecuniary  distress.  The  outlaws  have 
marked  our  men ;  they  keep  their  movements  secret,  and  we  know  not 
who  is  the  first  to  be  attacked,  or  when  it  will  be  made.  We  have 
learned  from  ample  authority  that  more  than  one  hundred  Sharpe's 
rifles  are  distributed  in  this  immediate  neighborhood.  My  next  door 
neighbors  have  them  in  possession,  and  only  two  days  ago  ten  armed 
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men  surrounded  a  member  of  my  family  with  threatening  language, 
and  ended  the  interview  with  a  threat  to  dispose  of  myself.  We$  the 
law-abiding  men,  appeal  to  you,  and  insist  that  nothing  less  than  the 
surrender  of  the  arms  now  held  by  the  traitors  can  satisfy  the  coun- 
try. They  are  in  open  rebellion.  They  have  these  arms  for  the  special 
purpose  of  resisting  the  laws  and  avenging  supposed  injuries.  With 
these  arms  in  hand,  they  have  forcibly  rescued  prisoners  from  the 
hands  of  officers ;  they  threaten  to  rescue  others ;  they  are  protecting 
men  who  have  broken  custody,  and  in  every  sense  they  are  traitors 
and  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  traitors. 

In  haste,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  CLARKE. 

Gov.  WnfiON  Shannon, 

Shawnee  Mission, 

N.  B.  I  commend  my  family  to  your  protection. 

December  10, 1855. — Governor  Shannon  receives  the  following  letter 
from  Colonel  Sumner : 

Headquarters,  1st  Cavalry, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  December  7,  1855. 

Governor:  I  have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  5th  and  6th 
instant.  I  regret  extremely  to  disappoint  you,  but  the  more  I  reflect 
upon  it,  the  more  I  am  convinced  that  I  ought  not  to  interpose  my 
command  between  the  two  hostile  parties  in  this  Territory  until  I  re- 
ceive orders  from  the  government.  We  know  that  the  whole  matter 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  and  it  is  an  affair  of  too  much 
importance  for  any  one  to  anticipate  the  action  of  the  government.  I 
am  momentarily  expecting  to  receive  orders,  and  whenever  they  come 
I  shall  move  instantly,  by  night  or  by  day.  If  you  find  those  people 
bent  on  attacking  the  town,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  they 
might  be  induced  to  pause  for  a  time,  on  being  told  that  the  orders  of 
the  general  government  were  expected  every  moment,  and  that  there 
was  no  doubt  but  that  these  orders,  framed  from  an  enlarged  view  of  the 
whole  difficulty,  would  give  general  satisfaction,  and  settle  the  matter 
honorably  for  both  parties. 

I  am,  governor,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  SUMNER, 
Cdlond  1st  Cavalry,  commanding. 

His  Excellency  Wilson  Shannon, 

Governor  of  Kansas. 

December  5,  1855. — The  governor  receives  the  following  despatch 
from  General  Strickler : 

Camp  Waramjsa,  December  4,  1855. 

Sib:  Enclosed  is  a  despatch  from  General  Richardson,  and  accoin- 
pauied  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  was  in  Lawrence  yester- 
day, and  found  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  under  arms,  and  about  six 
hundred  men  in  the  town  willing  to  bear  arms  against  the  officers. 
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la  camp  Wakarusa,  there  are  now  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men 
under  my  command. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

H.  I.  STRICKLER, 
Commanding  Southern  Division. 
Governor  Suannon. 

December  8,  1855. — The  governor  issues  the  following  orders  to 
Major  General  Richardson,  General  Strickler  and  Sheriff  Jones : 

Wakarusa,  December  8,  1855. 

Sir  :  You  will  repress  all  demonstrations  of  a  disorderly  character, 
and  make  no  movement  except  by  order  from  me.  If  any  attempt 
should  be  made  on  Lawrence,  without  orders,  you  will  use  your  whole 
force  to  check  it.  In  the  present  state  of  negotiations,  an  attack  on 
Lawrence  would  be  wholly  unjustifiable. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILSON  SHANNON. 
Major  General  Richardson. 


Camp  Wakarusa,  December  8,  1855. 

Ser:  Being  fully  r.atisfiod  that  there  will  be  no  further  resistance 
to  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  this  Territory,  or  to  the  service  of  any 
legal  process  in  the  county  of  Douglas,  you  are  hereby  ordered  to 
cross  the  Kansas  river  to  the  north  side,  as  near  Lecompton  as  you 
may  find  it  practicable,  with  your  command,  and  disband  the  same  at 
such  time  and  place,  and  in  such  portions  as  you  may  deem  most 
convenient.  Yours,  with  great  respect, 

WILSON  SHANNON. 

Major  General  Richardson. 


Kansas  Territory,  Camp  Wakarusa, 

December  8,  1855. 

Sir  :  Being  fully  satisfied  that  there  will  be  no  further  resistance  to 
the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  or  to  the  service  of  any- 
legal  process  in  the  county  of  Douglas,  you  are  hereby  ordered  to 
disband  your  command  at  such  time  and  place  as  you  may  deem  most 
convenient.  Yours,  with  respect, 

WILSON  SHANNON. 

General  Strickler. 


Kansas  Territory,  Camp  Wakarusa, 

December  8,  1855. 

Having  made  satisfactory  arrangements  by  which  all  legal  process 
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in  your  hands,  either  now  or  hereafter,  may  be  served  without  the  aid 
of  your  present  posse,  you  are  hereby  required  to  disband  the  same. 

Yours,  with  great  respect, 

WILSON  SHANNON. 
S.  J.  Jones,  Sheriff  of  Douglas  county. 

December  11,   1855. — The  governor  writes  to  the  President  as 
folio  ws : 

Shawnee  Mission,  Kansas  Territory, 

December  11,  1855. 

Sir  :  In  my  despatch  to  you  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  advised  you  of 
the  threatened  difficulties  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  of 
this  Territory  in  Douglas  county.     The  excitement  which  there  ex- 
isted continued  to  increase,  owing  to  the  aggravated  reports  from 
Lawrence  and  that  vicinity  in  relation  to  the  military  preparations 
that  were  being  made  to  attack  the  sheriff,  and  resist  the  execution  of 
the  laws.     The  excitement  increased  and  spread,  not  only  throughout 
this  whole  Territory,  but  was  worked  up  to  the  utmost  point  of  in- 
tensity in  the  whole  of  the  upper  portion  of  Missouri.     Armed  men 
were  seen  rushing  from  all  quarters  towards  Lawrence,  some  to  defend 
the  place  and  others  to  demolish  it.     The  orders  I  had  issued  to  Major 
General  Richardson  and  General  Strickler  had  brought  to  the  sheriff 
of  Douglas  county  a  very  inadequate  force  for  his  protection,  when 
compared  with  the   forces  in   the  town  of  Lawrence.     Indeed,  the 
militia  of  the  Territory  being  wholly  unorganized,  no  forces  could  be 
obtained  except  those  who  voluntarily  tendered  their  aid  to  the  sheriff, 
or  to  Generals  Richardson  and  Strickler.     The  whole  force  in  the  Ter- 
ritory thus  obtained  did  not  amount  to  more  than  three  or  four  hun- 
dred men,  badly  armed,  and  wholly  unprepared  to  resist  the  forces  at 
Lawrence,  which  amounted  at  that  time  to  some  six  hundred  men,  all 
remarkably  well   armed  with  Sharpe's  rifles    and    other   weapons. 
These  facts  becoming  known  across  the  line  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
large  numbers  of  men  from  that  State,  in  irregular  bodies,  rushed  to 
the  county  of  Douglas,  and  many  of  them  enrolled  themselves  in  the 
sheriff's  posse.     In  this  state  of  affairs,  I  saw  no  way  of  avoiding  a 
deadly  conflict  but  to  obtain  the  use  of  the  United  States  forces  at  Fort 
Leavenworth,  and  with  that  view  I   addressed  you  a  telegraphic 
despatch,  and  received  on  the  5th  instant  your  very  prompt  and  satis- 
factory reply  of  the  4th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  I  immediately  trans- 
mitted by  special  despatch  to  Colonel  Sumner,  with  the  request  that 
he  would  accompany  me  with  his  command  to  the  scene  of  difficulty. 
In  reply,  I  was  informed  that  he  would  immediately  do  so,  having  no 
doubt  that,  in  due  time,  proper  instructions  would  be  received  from  the 
War  Department.     Information,  however,  which  I  received  from  both 
parties,  convinced  me  that  my  presence  was  necessary  to  avoid  a  con- 
flict, and,  without  waiting  for  Colonel  Sumner,  I  repaired  to  the  seat 
of  threatened  hostilities,  at  the  same  time  advising  Colonel  Sumner 
by  special  despatch  of  this  movement.     On  my  way  to  Lawrence  I 
met  a  despatch  from  Colonel  Sumner,  informing  me  that,  upon  reflec- 
tion, he  had  changed  his  determination  and  that  he  would  not  march 
with  his  command  until  he  had  received  orders  from  the  proper  de- 
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partment,  but  that  he  would  be  ready  to  move  with  his  command  the 
moment  such  orders  came  to  hand.  I  proceeded  as  rapidly  as  possible 
to  the  camp  of  General  Strickler,  on  the  Wakarusa,  six  miles  east  of 
Lawrence,  and  arrived  in  camp  about  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
sixth  instant ;  I  found  that  General  Strickler  and  General  Richardson 
had  very  judiciously  adopted  the  policy  of  incorporating  into  their  re- 
spective commands  all  the  irregular  forces  that  had  arrived.  This 
was  done  with  the  view  of  subjecting  them  to  military  orders  and  dis- 
cipline, and  to  prevent  any  unlawful  acts  or  outbreaks.  The  great 
danger  to  be  apprehended  was  from  an  unauthorized  attack  on  the 
town  of  Lawrence,  which  was  being  Strongly  fortified  and  had  about 
one  thousand  and  fifty  men,  well  armed,  to  defend  it,  with  two  pieces 
of  artillery.  While  on  the  other  side,  there  were  probably  in  all 
near  two  thousand  men,  many  of  them  indifferently  armed,  but  hav- 
ing a  strong  park  of  artillery.  I  found  in  the  camp  at  Wakarusa  a 
deep  and  settled  feeling  of  hostility  against  the  opposing  forces  in 
Lawrence,  and  apparently  a  fixed  determination  to  attack  that  place 
and  demolish  it  and  the  presses,  and  take  possession  of  their  arms. 
It  seemed  to  be  a  universal  opinion  in  c&np  that  there  was  no  safety 
in  the  law  and  order  party  in  the  Territory  while  the  other  party 
were  permitted  to  retain  their  Sharpens  rifles,  an  instrument  used  only 
for  war  purposes.  After  mingling  with  all  the  leading  men  in  the 
Wakarusa  camp  and  urging  on  them  the  importance  of  avoiding  a 
conflict  of  arms,  that  such  a  step  would  probably  light  the  torch  of 
civil  war  and  endanger  the  very  Union  itself,  I  still  found  that  there 
was  a  strong  desire  with  all,  and  a  fixed  determination  with  many,  to 
compel  the  forces  in  Lawrence  to  give  up  their  arms.  Believing  that 
such  a  demand  would  lead  to  a  conflict  which,  if  once  commenced,  no 
one  could  tell  when  it  would  end,  and  seeing  no  way  to  avoid  it  except  by 
the  aid  of  United  States  forces,  I  again  wrote  another  communication  to 
Colonel  Sumner,  and  sent  it  to  him  by  special  despatch  about  three 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant,  requesting  his  presence,  a  copy 
of  which  I  send  you  herewith,  marked  E.  I  received  no  reply  until  my 
return  to  this  place,  after  the  difficulty  had  been  arranged.  I  send  you 
a  copy  of  this  reply,  marked  F.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant 
I  repaired  to  the  camp  at  Lawrence,  and  found  them  busily  engaged  in 
their  fortifications  and  drilling  their  forces,  and  had  a  full  and  satis- 
factory interview  with  the  committee  appointed  by  the  forces  in  Law- 
rence in  relation  to  the  impending  difficulties.  So  far  as  the  execution 
of  the  laws  was  concerned,  we  had  no  difficulty  in  coming  to  a  satis- 
factory understanding.  It  was  at  once  agreed  that  the  laws  of  the 
Territory  should  have  their  regular  course,  and  that  those  who  dis- 
puted their  validity  should,  if  they  desired  to  do  so,  test  that  question 
in  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country ;  that  in  the  meantime  no 
resistance  should  be  made  to  their  due  execution,  and  the  citizens  of 
Lawrence  and  vicinity  were,  when  properly  called  on,  to  aid  in  the 
arrest  of  any  one  charged  with  their  violation,  and  to  aid  and  assist 
in  the  preservation  of  the  peace  and  good  order  of  society;  while,  on 
my  part,  I  gave  them  every  assurance  in  my  power  that  they  should 
be  protected  in  all  their  rights,  and  defended  against  all  unlawful 
aggressions.     It  is  proper  I  should  say  that  they  claimed  that  a  large 
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majority  of  them  had  always  held  and  inculcated  the  same  views. 
The  assurances  I  received  entirely  satisfied  rae  that  no  one  against 
whom  a  writ  was  issued  was  then  in  Lawrence;  that  they  had  all  fled, 
and  that  they  were  harboring,  concealing,  or  defending  no  one  against 
whom  a  writ  had  been  issued,  and  that  hereafter  there  would  be  no 
combined  effort  made  to  prevent  the  service  of  any  process  in  the 
county  of  Douglas.  This  was  entirely  satisfactory,  and  all  that  had 
been  desired.  But  to  satisfy  the  forces  that  surrounded  Lawrence,  so 
that  they  could  be  induced  to  retire  in.  order,  was  the  great  difficulty 
to  be  overcome.  To  issue  an  order  to  the  sheriff  to  disband  his  posse, 
and  to  Generals  Richardson  and  Strickler  to  disband  their  forces,  would 
have  been  to  let  loose  this  large  body  of  men,  who  would  have  been 
left  without  control  to  follow  the  impulse  of  their  feelings,  which 
evidently  was  to  attack  and  disarm  the  people  of  Lawrence.  Early 
on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  through  the  influence  of  some  leading  men, 
I  procured  thirteen  of  the  leading  captains  in  the  Wakarusa  camp,  to 
be  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  from  the  Lawrence 
camp,  to  meet  at  Franklin,  midway  between  the  two  hostile  forces. 
I  proceeded  to  the  Lawrence  camp,  and  returned  to  Franklin  in  the 
evening  with  the  committee,  when  the  proposed  interview  took  place. 
This  interview,  which  lasted  for  some  time,  resulted  in  producing  a 
better  state  of  feeling;  and  the  committee  from  the  Wakarusa  camp 
were  satisfied  to  retire  without  doing  anything  more,  and  so  reported 
to  the  army.  This,  with  the  active  exertions  of  myself  and  others, 
produced  a  better  feeling  among  the  men,  and  by  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  the  9th  I  felt  I  could  with  safety  order  the  forces  to  dis- 
band, and  accordingly  did  so.  They  retired  in  order,  and  refrained 
from  any  act  of  violence ;  but  it  was  evident  that  there  was  a  silent 
dissatisfaction  at  the  course  I  had  taken.  But  I  was  conscious  I  was 
right,  and  that  my  course  would  be  sanctioned  alike  by  the  dictates 
of  humanity  and  sound  policy.  I  returned  to  Lawrence  on  the  9th, 
and  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  10th;  when  everything  re- 
mained quiet  and  safe,  I  returned  to  this  place.  Everything  is  quiet 
now,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  say  to  you  frankly  that  I  have  forebodings 
as  to  the  future.  The  militia  or  volunteer  corps  cannot  be  relied  upon 
to  preserve  the  peace  in  their  civil  party  contests,  or  where  partisans 
are  concerned.  A  call  on  the  militia  will  generally  bring  in  conflict 
the  two  parties.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  only  force  that  can  be  used 
in  this  Territory  in  enforcing  the  laws,  or  preserving  the  peace,  are 
those  of  the  United  States ;  and,  with  this  view,  I  would  suggest  that 
the  executive  of  this  Territory  be  authorized  to  call  on  the  forces  of 
the  United  States  when,  in  his  judgment,  the  public  peace  and  tran- 
quillity, or  the  execution  of  the  laws,  may  require  their  assistance, 
should  there  be  an  outbreak,  it  will  most  probably  be  sudden,  and 
before  orders  can  be  obtained  from  Washington  the  crisis  will  have 
passed.  I  send  you  herewith  copies  of  various  affidavits,  letters,  &c, 
which  will  give  you  some  information  in  detail  touching  the  subject- 
matter  of  this  despatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILSON  SHANNON. 
His  Excellency  Franklin  Pjoergb. 

5 
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November  28,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  James  H.  Murrill  a§ 
constable  for  the  township  of  Washington,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan, 
rice  Johnson,  resigned. 

December  24,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  J.  W.  Radcliff  as  clerk 
of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  for  the  county  of  Madison. 

Commissions  issued  to  James  A.  Hendrtck  and  F.  S.  Hamilton  a» 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Madison. 

December  27, 1855. — Commissions  issued  to  John  Evans  and  James 
Munkres  as  constables  for  the  county  of  Madison. 

Commission  issued  to  G.  M.  Symcoe  as  treasurer  for  the  county  of 
Madison. 

Commission  issued  to  Jefferson  Pegman  as  assessor  for  the  county 
of  Madison* 

Commission  issued  to  Thomas  N.  Stinson  as  treasurer  for  the  county 
of  Shawnee. 

Commission  issued  to  Benjamin  J.  Newsom  as  assessor  for  the 
county  of  Shawnee. 

Commission  issued  to  Edward  Hoagland  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  township  of  Tecumseh,  in  the  county  of  Shawnee. 

Commission  issued  to  William  P.  Tuttle  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  township  of  Tecumseh,  in  the  county  of  Shawnee. 

Commission  issued  to  William  P.  Akins  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Yocum  township,  in  the  county  of  Shawnee. 

Commission  issued  to  John  W.  Skidmore  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Tocum  township,  in  the  county  of  Shawnee. 

December  28,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  James  Matthews  as  pub- 
lic administrator  for  Doniphan  county,  vice  Foreman,  resigned. 

December  28,  1855. — Commission  issued  to  J.  E.  Matlock  as  con- 
stable for  Iowa  township,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan,  vice  Pateet, 
resigned. 

Commission  issued  to  William  Flenn  as  Justice  of  the  peace  for 
Iowa  township,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan,  vice  Lewis,  resigned. 

Commission  issued  to  Henry  Beauchamp  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Wayne  township,  in  the  county  of  Doniphan. 


Governor  Shannon  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

Executive  Office, 
Lecompton,  Kansas  Territory,  April  11,  1856. 

Sir:  On  my  return  to  this  Territory  I  found  some  excitement  among 
the  people,  growing  out  of  the  proposed  meeting  of  the  legislative 
assembly  under  the  constitution  that  had  been  formed  by  the  Topeka 
convention.  That  body  met  on  the  4th  of  March  last,  and  adjourned 
to  meet  again  in  July  next,  after  a  session  of  about  ten  days.  The 
legislative  action  of  this  body  was  mainly  prospective  in  its  character, 
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Mjd  looks  forward  to  the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union  as  a 
State,  or  to  future  legislation  before  their  enactments  are  to  be  en- 
forced as  law. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  this  body,  all  excitement  growing  out  of 
their  meeting  has  passed  away,  the  laws  are  being  regularly  enforced, 
and  order  seems  to  prevail  to  as  great  an  extent  as  might  be  expected, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  throughout  the  Territory. 

The  charge  made  in  some  of  the  public  papers,  and  in  other  quar- 
ters, that  there  existed  an  armed  organisation  in  Missouri  for  the 
purpose  of  making  an  aggressive  movement  into  this  Territory, 
■ever  had  any  foundation  in  truth  to  rest  upon. 

The  difficulties  that  occurred  atfiaston,  in  January  last,  have  been 
greatly  exaggerated.  They  grew  out  of  the  election  held  in  that 
month  for  members  of  the  legislative  assembly  under  the  proposed 
constitution,  and  have  ceased  some  time  since  to  attract  any  public 
attention. 

The  coarse  of  policy  pursued  bv  the  President  in  relation  to  Kansas 
affairs  has  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  entire  law-and-order 
party  of  the  Territory,  and  has  had  a  powerful  influence  in  calming 
the  troubled  waters. 

Arms! and:  munitions. df  war  are  still  being  introduced  in  a  secret 
way  and  ki  email  parcels  into  the  Territory,  but  there  is  at  present 
no  public  demonstration  of  an  armed  resistance  to  the  execution  of 
the  laws.  A  considerable  portion  of  those  who  have  heretofore  been 
arrayed  in  opposition  to  the  validity  and  execution  of  the  laws  of  the 
Territory  manifest  a  disposition  in  future  to  withdraw  their  opposi- 
tion, or  at  least  to  confine  it  to  legal  and  peaceful  means. 

Notwithstanding  the  present  favorable  appearances,  I  still  have  my 
misgivings  as  to  the  future.  There  are  factious  spirits  here  who  seem 
to  desire  a  conflict  of  arms;  but  the  probabilities  now  are,  that  they 
will  soon  find  themselves  without  a  party  of  sufficient  strength  to  do 
much  mischief. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  yours,  with  great  respect, 

WILSON  SHANNON. 

Hon.  William  L*  Marc?. 


Governor  Shannon  to  th*  President* 

Hxbcutivb  Office, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  June  17,  1856. 

Sir  :  The  condition  of  this  Territory  is  still  unsettled,  especially  in 
this  and  the  adjoining  county  south.  In  that  portion  of  the  Territory 
lying  north  of  the  Kansas  river,  and  west  of  this  point,  both  north 
and  south,  order  and  quiet  seems  to  prevail.  I  send  you,  herewith, 
marked  No.  1,  the  report  of  Captain  Woods,  received  since  the  date  of 
my  last  despatch.  He  visited  the  Ossawatomie  country,  the  scene  of 
the  late  murders  spoken  of  in  my  last,  and  rendered  efficient  aid  in 
quieting  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country,  and  in  sweating  those 
charged  with  crime. 
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I  send  you  also  the  report  of  Captain  Newby,  in  relation  to  an  at* 
tack  made  on  a  small  party  of  United  States  troops,  marked  No.  2. 

About  the  second  instant  I  received  information  that  Captain  Pate, 
at  the  head  of  an  uiittuthorized  company  of  men,  numbering  about 
twenty-five  or  thirty,  had  come  in  conflict  with  a  company  of  the  op- 
posite party,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Brown,  and  numbering 
some  eighty  or  one  hundred  men,  near  the  Santa  F6  road,  some  fifteen 
miles  south  of  Lawrence  ;  and  that  he  had  been  taken  prisoner,  with 
nearly  all  his  men,  and  that  five  of  his  party  were  badly  wounded. 
On  receiving  this  intelligence,  Colonel  Sumner,  at  the  head  of  two 
companies  of  dragoons,  marched  to  the  scene  of  difficulty.  He  took 
possession  of  Brown's  camp,  released  Captain  Pate  and  the  other  prison- 
ers, and  ordered  Brown  and  his  company  to  disperse.  They  appa- 
rently did  so,  but  reassembled  at  another  place,  some  three  or  four 
miles  distant.  Lieutenant  Mcintosh  was  ordered  to  disperse  them 
from  their  new  camp,  and  succeeded  in  doing  so.  At  the  same  time, 
Major  Oeneral  Coffee,  of  the  southern  division  of  the  militia  of  this 
Territory,  upon  hearing  of  the  capture  of  Captain  Pate  and  his  party, 
had  marched  up  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Brown's  camp,  with  a 
command  of  about  three  hundred  ;  but  on  being  informed  of  the  re*- 
lease  of  Captain  Pate  and  party  by  Colonel  Sumner,  he  retired  with 
his  forces.  Some  irregular  bodies  of  men,  who  were  from  without  the 
Territory,  had  attached  themselves  to  General  Coffee's  command,  but, 
in  returning,  passed  through  the  town  of  Ossawatomie,  and,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  orders  of  General  Coftee,  committed  some  gross  depreda- 
tions on  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  that  place.  The  letter  of  Mr. 
Hughes,  hereto  attached,  marked  No.  3,  will  put  you  in  possession  of 
the  facts  attending  this  outrage.  I  have  ordered  a  company  of  dra- 
goons to  be  stationed  at  this  place  for  the  protection  of  the  citizens. 
This  transaction  illustrates  the  danger  of  using  the  local  forces  to 
suppress  any  of  the  disorders  of  this  Territory.  General  Coffee  is 
himself  a  prudent,  discreet  man  ;  but  these  irregular  forces  are  liable 
at  any  moment  to  throw  off  all  restraint,  and  follow  the  dictates  of 
their  own  inflamed  and  excited  feelings. 

On  the  10th  instant  I  passed  down  from  this  place  to  Westport,  in 
Missouri,  to  testify  before  the  congressional  committee,  in  obedience 
to  a  subpoena.  In  passing  down,  everything  seemed  quiet  until  I 
came  within  about  three  miles  of  the  territorial  line.  At  this  point 
I  found  a  regular  camp  of  armed  men,  numbering  over  one  hundred. 
When  I  reached  Westport,  I  found  the  streets  crowded  with  troops 
that  had  just  arrived  from  below.  On  inquiry,  I  was  informed  that 
several  had  passed  over  the  line  into  the  Territory  a  few  days  previous, 
and  that  those  then  in  the  town  were  destined  for  Douglas  county,  in 
this  Territory.     Becoming  satisfied  that  a  large  body  of  men  had 

fassed  into  the  Territory  with  all  the  indications  of  warlike  purposes, 
determined  at  once  to  go  to  Fort  Leavenworth  in  person  and  obtain 
the  whole  of  Colonel  Sumner's  command,  and  to  order  down  that 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Cooke,  from  Port  Riley,  with  the  view 
of  repelling  all  aggressive  armed  parties  that  had  entered,  or  might 
enter,  the  Territory.  On  the  13th  instant,  Colonel  Sumner  and  my- 
self reached  the  camp  near  Lawrence  with  the  remainder  of  his  com-* 
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mand  and  three  pieces  of  artillery.     At  this  place  I  received  a  des- 

Satch  from  Lieutenant  Mcintosh,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  you,  marked 
To.  4,  which  satisfied  me  of  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  that  a 
large  force  had  entered  the  Territory,  an  I  was  advancing  up  the 
country.  I  immediately  wrote  to  Lieutetimt  Mcintosh,  approving 
what  he  had  done.  After  leaving  a  small  detach  men  J  of  men  near 
this  place,  and  a  similar  one  midway  between  Franklin  and  Lawrence, 
Colonel  Sumner,  with  the  remainder  of  his  command,  proceeded  down 
the  Santa  Fe  road,  towards  Westport,  with  the  view  of  warning  fill 
these  military  companies  to  disband  and  retire,  and,  if  they  refused, 
to  repel  them.  Colonel  Sumner  is  now  engaged  in  this  service,  and, 
although  I  have  no  report  from  him,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
forces  approaching  from  below  have  returned,  and  are  returning, 
peaceably  to  their  homes. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  several  murders  have  been 'committed  near 
Cedar  creek,  but  I  have  no  further  information  on  this  subject  than 
what  is  contained  in  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Mcintosh. 

We  have  rumors  here  that  large  bodies  of  men  are  collecting  on  the 
western  borders  of  Iowa,  from  the  north,  with  the  view  of  coming 
down  the  Missouri  river  and  entering  this  Territory  with  hostile 
views  at  some  point  on  that  stream.  It  is  this  outside  interference  in 
the  affairs  of  this  Territory  that  is  creating  nine-tenths  of  all  the  dif- 
ficulties we  have  to  encounter  here.  The  approach  of  armed  bodies  of 
men  from  Missouri  or  the  north  furnishes  an  excuse  to  the  opposing 
party  to  collect  together  their  men  and  keep  up  their  military  organi- 
sation throughout  the  whole  country.  The  rumored  invasion  from  the 
north  is  used  as  a  reason  for  similar  organizations  on  the  other  s.de, 
as  well  as  for  the  aggressive  movements  from  Missouri.  If  the  influ- 
ences outside  of  the  Territory  would  cease  to  act,  and  let  us  alone  to 
manage  our  own  affairs,  I  would  guarantee  order  and  quiet  in  the 
Territory  in  ten  days,  through  the  agency  alone  of  the  United  States 
troops.  The  truth  is,  that  a  large  majority  of  the  citizens  of  both 
parties  desire  tranquillity,  and  denounce  in  the  strongest  terms  all 
outside  influences  that  are  seeking  to  manage  and  control  the  affairs 
of  Kansas.  But  I  have  no  hesitation  in  believing  that  there  are  men 
in  our  midst,  acting  in  concert  with  others  at  a  distance,  who  desire 
to  bring  on  a  civil  war.  Strong  measures  have  been  adopted  to  put 
down  every  movement  of  this  kind,  and  stronger  yet  will  be  adopted 
if  found  necessary.  I  sent  you,  at  the  time,  my  proclamation  of  the 
4th  instant,  which  indicates  the  line  of  policy  I  have  adopted.  This, 
I  believe,  if  rigorously  carried  out,  will  be  effective,  although  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  prevent  disorders,  where  there  are  so  many  who 
seem  to  desire  to  produce  them.  Some  ten  days  since  there  was  a  night 
attack  made  on  the  town  of  Franklin,  situated  three  miles  east  of 
Lawrence,  by  a  body  of  armed  men,  numbering  some  forty  or  fifty,  most 
of  whom,  it  is  believed,  came  from  the  town  of  Lawrence.  After 
keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  for  some  time,  and  killing  one  man,  they  re- 
tired. Since  that  time  I  have  kept  a  detachment  of  men  midway  be- 
tween these  two  hostile  towns,  with  the  view  of  preserving  the  peace 
and  keeping  order.  It  will  be  necessary  to  retain  this  force  at  this 
place  for  some  time  to  come.     I  have  designated  eight  different  places 
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in  the  disturbed  district  as  military  posts,  at  each  of  which  will  b* 
stationed  the  requisite  number  of  troops  to  preserve  order  in  the 
vicinity.  One  great  evil  to  be  encountered  and  overcome  is  these 
military  organizations  outside  of  the  law.  They  are  subject  to  no 
orders  or  control,  and  assume  to  themselves  the  power  to  take  prisoners, 
press  property,  and  intercept  the  public  highways.  Many  of  these 
companies  had  their  organization  in  the  east  and  south,  and  entered 
the  Territory  as  organized  military  bodies,  armed  and  prepared  for 
war.  Most  of  the  robberies,  murders,  and  other  outrages,  which  have 
been  committed,  are  to  be  traced  to  these  illegal  military  organizations, 
or  to  those  who  have  attached  themselves  to  those  companies.  I  have 
felt  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  peace  and  security  of  the 
country  that  all  these  military  organizations  outside  of  the  law  should 
be  broken  up  and  dispersed  ;  and  if  they  reassemble,  that  they  be  dis- 
armed, and  have  issued  orders  accordingly,  which  are  being  success- 
fully carried  out. 

The  good  effect  of  this  policy  we  have  already  experienced,  and  we 
ean  now  sleep  in  security  ;  when  but  a  short  time  since  we  were  com- 
pelled to  stand  all  night  with  arms  in  our  hands  to  defend  our  homes 
from  threatened  attack.  These  illegal  military  organizations  »Te  very 
generally  broken  up  and  dispersed  throughout  the  Territory  ;  and  if 
all  outside  pressure  is  kept  away,  they  will  not  be  likely  to  reorganize 
in  the  presence  of  the  United  States  troops.  Colonel  Cooke,  with  his 
command,  arrived  here  a  few  days  since,  but,  from  present  appearances, 
they  will  not  be  required  to  remain,  or  at  least  only  a  portion  of  them. 
The  command  of  Colonel  Sumner,  properly  distributed  in  the  disturbed 
district,  will  probably  be  sufficient  to  preserve  order.  Should  the 
troops  be  removed,  I  believe  disorder  and  civil  war  would  be  the  con- 
sequence. Those  who  are  disposed  to  complicate  the  affairs  of  Kansas 
are  now  only  held  in  check  by  the  presence  of  the  United  States  troops. 
I  have  already  stated  my  opinion  as  to  the  utter  impossibility  of  pre- 
serving order  or  preventing  civil  war  by  means  of  the  militia  of  the 
Territory.  Their  use  would  lead  to  a  contrary  result.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  no  portion  of  Colonel  Sumner's  command  will  be  placed  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  executive  of  this  Territory.  It  is  due  to  that 
distinguished  gentleman  that  I  should  say  that  I  have  found  him  on 
all  occasions  prompt,  energetic,  and  impartial  in  the  discharge  of  all 
his  official  duties  connected  with  the  troubles  in  this  Territory. 

I  have  received  three  telegraphic  despatches  from  you,  all  of  which 
I  have  answered.  The  two  first  by  mail — the  line  being  out  of  order. 
The  third  I  answered  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  gave  it  to  the 
captain  of  a  boat,  with  the  request  to  have  it  sent  by  telegraph  from 
the  first  office  which  was  in  connexion  with  the  east. 

Yours,  with  respect, 

WILSON  SHANNON. 

His  Excellency  Franklin  Pierce. 
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Captain  Woods  to  Governor  Shannon. 

[No.  1.]  Near  Palmyra,  in  camp,  en  route  to  Ossawatomie, 

May  28,  1856. 

Sib  :  I  marched  with  my  company  yesterday,  immediately  on  receipt 
of  your  letter,  brought  to  me  by  Judge  Wilson.  I  supposed,  when  I 
marched  from  Lawrence,  that  I  would  reach  my  destination  to-day  ; 
but  I  found  so  much  to  do  in  the  vicinity  of  Palmyra,  that  I  will  not 
be  able  to  reach  Ossawatomie  until  noon  to-morrow.  There  were 
several  knots  of  fifteen  to  twenty  Free-State  men  in  this  vicinity 
threatening  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  country.  I  have  visited  two  of 
their  resorts  to-day,  and  ordered  them  to  disperse,  which  they  readily 
consented  to  do ;  but  they  can  so  readily  reassemble  that  a  simple 
order  to  that  effect  seems  to  be  devoid  of  any  effective  result  towards 
restoring  quiet  in  this  much-disquieted  region  of  the  Territory.  I 
will  doubtless  find  an  abundance  of  work  for  the  whole  of  my  com* 
pany  in  the  vicinity  of  Ossawatomie,  and  cannot  do  much  towards 
assisting  in  preserving  the  peace  just  in  this  neighborhood.  Would 
it  not  be  well  to  have  a  detachment  of  troops  in  or  near  Palmyra? 
With  great  respect, 

J.  J.  WOODS, 

Captain  First  Cavalry. 

To  his  Excellency  Wilson  Shannon. 


[No.    .]  Gamp  near  Lawrence, 

Kansas  Territory,  May  31,  1856. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning  information 
reached  me  that  a  family  living  six  miles  west  of  Lawrence  were  at- 
tacked and  driven  from  their  home.  I  immediately  sent  a  non-com- 
missioned officer  and  two  privates  with  instructions  to  repair  to  the 
place  and  inquire  into  the  state  of  affairs  and  report  immediately  to 
me.  One  of  the  men  returned  in  about  three  hours,  and  reported  that 
one  of  the  party  sent  by  myself  was  badly  wounded,  and  also  that  two 
of  the  horses  were  wounded.  I,  on  receiving  the  information,  repaired 
with  ten  men  of  my  command  to  the  place  of  conflict.  On  arriving 
there  I  found  that  a  party  of  men  had  fired  from  a  house  and  wounded 
one  of  my  men  and  two  horses  ;  the  men,  however,  who  fired  the  shots 
were  not  to  be  found.  I  was  enabled,  however,  before  I  left,  to  ap- 
prehend one  of  the  party,  who,  upon  examination,  confessed  that  he 
was  engaged  in  the  shooting.  I  have  him  in  close  confinement  in 
camp,  waiting  your  orders  in  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  B.  NEWBY, 

Captain  First  Cavalry. 

Hon.  W.  Shannon. 
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James  Hughes  to  Governor  Shannon. 

[No.  3.]  Ossawatomie,  Kansas  Territory. 

Sir  :  In  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  this  place,  I  am  constrained  to 
report  to  your  excellency  that  circumstances  which  have  recently  oc- 
curred at  this  place  make  it  necessary  that  at  least  one  company  of 
United  States  dragoons  should  he  stationed,  and  permanently  sta- 
tioned, here  for  the  safety  and  protection  of  the  citizens. 

On  yesterday,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  hand  of  lawless 
men,  numbering  about  150,  armed  to  the  teeth,  and  many  of  them 
much  intoxicated,  entered  our  town  and  commenced  the  work  of  house- 
burning  and  robbery  indiscriminately.  Houses  were  plundered,  and 
many  valuable  goods  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  money  taken. 
Buildings  were  fired,  but  fortunately  extinguished  without  damage. 
About  fifteen  or  sixteen  horses  were  taken  from  before  the  eyes  of  the 
owners,  among  which  were  two  horses  from  the  United  States  mail- 
coach  running  from  Westport  to  Fort  Scott.  All  the  arms  that  could 
be  found  were  forcibly  taken.  The  troops  had  left  here  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  disturbance. 

For  my  identity,  I  refer  you  to  Captain  Woods,  United  States  dra- 
goons. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  &c, 

JAMES  HUGHES. 

His  Excellency  Wiison  Shannon, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 


[No.  4.]  Camp  near  Palmyra,  June  13,  1856. 

Sir:  I  send  enclosed  a  letter  just  received  from  Col.  Buford,  and 
respectfully  desire  your  directions  in  regard  to  it.  It  is  a  notorious 
fact  that  some  of  the  band  who  originally  came  into  this  Territory 
with  Col.  Buford  have  committed  gross  outrages,  and  I  can  say  with 
certainty  that  there  are  still  small  parties  of  his  men  now  in  tho 
Territory  acting  in  the  most  lawless  manner.  Early  on  the  morning 
of  the  10th  instant,  a  party  of  thirty  or  forty  men  came  into  this 
town  with  the  avowed  intention  of  burning  it.  I  pursued  them  fifteen 
miles  on  the  Westport  road,  overtook  them,  and  gave  them  the  choice 
of  laying  down  their  arms  or  leaving  the  Territory.  After  much 
hesitation  they  determined  to  leave.  I  directed  the  captain  to  give 
the  order  to  "saddle  up  ;"  and  when  on  the  road  I  placed  some  of 
my  men  in  their  rear  to  follow  them  to  the  line  and  report  to  me 
if  they  crossed  it  or  not.  A  short  time  after  my  arrival  in  their 
camp,  another  company  came  up,  (from  Platte  county,  Missouri,  I 
believe,)  to  whom  I  offered  the  same  alternative.  They  followed  the 
example  of  the  first,  -and  left  with  them.  My  men  have  just  returned, 
and  reported  to  me  that  they  saw  these  companies  enter  the  town  of 
Westport.  They  also  reported  to  me  that  there  were  at  least  seven 
or  eight  companies  encamped  on  the  road  between  this  place  and 
Westport,  and  that  at  Cedar  creek,  about  twenty-five  miles  from  here, 
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it  was  a  well  ascertained  fact  that  several  men  were  lying  murdered. 

They  saw  the  body  of  one  who  they  knew  i'rom  his  dress  to  be  a  Mr. 

Carter,  who  was  taken  prisoner  from  this  place  a  few  nights  ago. 
r  This  body  was  shown  to  them  by  a  member  of  one  of  the  companies 
\      who  was  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  and  who  told  my  men  that  he 

could  point  out  the  other  abolitionists  if  they  wished  to  see  them. 

This  second  company  sent  back  by  me  represented  themselves  as 

emigrants,  and  thought  it  a  hard  case  that  they  should  be  sent  back. 

I  told  them  that  they  had  no  appearance  of  emigrants,  and,  organized 

and  armed  as  they  were,  that  I  felt  it  an  imperative  duty  to  act  as  I 

Last  evening  a  company  of  fifty  or  sixty  men  came  up  from  West- 
port,  and  are  now  encamped  within  three  miles  of  Palmyra.  As 
soon  as  I  heard  of  their  arrival,  I  went  to  the  camp  and  ordered  them 
to  leave  the  Territory.  They  also  stated  that  they  were  emigrants  ; 
but  as  they  only  had  their  camp  equipage  and  a  carriage  with  them, 
I  adhered  to  my  demand,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  they  will 
return  to-day.  I  am  about  starting  on  the  road  to  Westport  with 
sixty  or  seventy  men,  and  will  clear  it  to  the  line  if  possible.  Great 
complaints  are  constantly  made  to  me  of  the  stoppage  of  wagons  and 
men  on  the  road,  and  in  a  great  many  instances  robberies  have  been 
committed.  Day  before  yesterday  I  started  with  fifty  men  to  a  free- 
soil  camp,  which  I  was  told  was  in  the  vicinity,  but  before  my  arrival 
they  had  dispersed,  and  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain  they  have  mostly 
gone  home.  If  this  Missouri  movement  could  be  stopped,  I  would 
have  some  hopes  of  more  quiet  times.  I  would  respectfully  request 
an  answer  to  the  following  questions : 

What  answer  shall  I  return  to  Colonel  Buford? 

Does  my  action  in  regard  to  these  so-called  emigrant  parties  meet 
your  approbation,  and  shall  I  continue  it  in  regard  to  them  ? 

Unless  the  most  decisive  steps  are  taken  in  regard  to  these  compa- 
nies, in  a  few  days  there  will  be  a  very  large  force  collected  in  this 
neighborhood.  A  few  days  ago  Lieutenant  Iverson  disarmed  a  small 
party  of  free-soil  men,  and  has  now  in  his  possession  nine  Sharpens 
rifles,  which  he  promised  to  give  up  in  three  days  ;  but  in  the  mean- 
time I  ordered  him  to  retain  them  until  further  orders,  and  in  conse- 
quence he  has  refused  to  give  them  up.  I  would  respectfully  ask 
what  disposition  to  make  of  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

JAMES  McINTOSH, 
First  Lieutenant  First  Cavalry. 

His  Excellency  Daniel  Woodson, 

Acting  Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 


Memorial  to  the  President  from  inhabitants  of  Kansas. 

To  his  Excellency  Franklin  Pierce,  President  of  the  United  States : 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  residents  of  Kansas  Territory,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Lawrence  and  vicinity,  appointed 
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to  represent  to  your  excellency  the  insufferable  wrongs  which  they 
are  called  upon  to  endure  at  the  hands  of  territorial  officials,  and  to 
petition  for  redress  and  prevention  of  the  same. 

The  statements  made  in  this  communication  are  of  facts,  mostly 
within  our  personal  knowledge,  and  all  of  them  we  are  prepared  at 
any  time  to  substantiate  by  testimony  conclusive  and  unimpeachable* 

The  first  of  the  recent  great  outrages  on  the  town  of  Lawrence,  of 
which  we  complain,  is  the  following  proclamation  of  the  United  States 
marshal  of  Kansas  Territory  : 

PROCLAMATION. 

To  the  people  of  Kansas  Territory:  Whereas  certain  judicial  writs 
of  arrest  have  been  directed  to  me  by  the  first  district  court  of  the 
United  States,  &c,  to  be  executed  within  the  county  of  Douglas ;  and 
whereas  an  attempt  to  execute  them  by  the  United  States  deputy 
marshal  was  violently  resisted  by  a  large  number  of  citizens  of 
Lawrence  ;  and  as  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  any  attempt 
to  execute  these  writs  will  be  resisted  by  a  large  body  of  armed  men; 

Now,  therefore,  the  law-abiding  citizens  of  the  Territory  are  com* 
manded  to  be  and  appear  at  Lecompton  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  in 
numbers  sufficient  for  the  proper  execution  of  the  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  11th  day  of  May,  1856. 

J.  B.  DONELSON. 
United  States  Marshal  for  Kansas  Territory. 

The  allegations  contained  in  this  proclamation  are  untrue  in  fact, 
as  well  as  grossly  unjust  in  effect  to  the  people  of  Lawrence. 

A  demonstration  had  been  made  by  the  deputy  marshal  towards 
the  arrest  of  ex-Governor  Reeder  while  here  in  attendance  on  the 
congressional  committee  ;  but  as  the  latter  demurred  to  the  legal- 
ity of  the  process  and  denied  the  jurisdiction,  the  attempt  was  not 
made.  This  was  a  circumstance  involving  no  violence  on  the  part  of 
the  citizens  of  Lawrence  ;  as  no  posse  was  called  for  by  the  official,  it 
is  clear  that  they  can  in  no  way  be  held  accountable  for  any  of  its  results. 

No  actual  effort  to  arrest  any  person  in  Lawrence  had  been  made  by 
the  marshal  previous  to  this  proclamation. 

At  this  time  there  were  in  the  Territory  many  hundreds  of  men  who 
had  entered  it  in  organized  companies  from  southern  States,  actu- 
ated by  an  avowed  political  purpose,  and  proclaiming  a  deadly  hostil- 
ity to  the  town  of  Lawrence.  These  men  were  immediately  enrolled 
in  the  marshal's  posse,  and  supplied  by  the  governor  with  arms  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  and  intended  for  the  use  of  the  territorial  militia. 
All  the  facts  warrant  the  belief  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  mar- 
shal, by  this  proclamation,  to  justify  this  misuse  of  these  national 
arms,  and  to  give,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  outrages  being  perpetrated 
by  these  companies,  the  sacred  sanction  of  the  law.  Without  this 
sanction  it  was  known  that  these  outrages  would  be  resisted  by  any 
and  all  means  of  defence  in  the  power  of  an  indignant,  and  not  yet 
enslaved,  people.  This  posse  of  the  marshal  was  further  increased  by 
accessions  from  the  neighboring  State  of  Missouri,  and  supplied  from 
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the  same  source  with  several  pieces  of  artillery.  Camps  were  form- 
ed at  different  points  along  the  highways  and  on  the  Kansas  river, 
and  peaceful  travellers  subjected  to  detention,  robbery,  and  insult. 
Men  were  stopped  in  the  streets  and  on  the  open  prairie,  and  bidden 
to  stand  and  deliver  their  purses  at  the  peril  of  their  lives.  Cattle,  pro* 
visions,  arms,  and  other  property  were  taken  wherever  found,  without 
consent  of  the  owners.  M^n  were  choked  from  their  horses,  which 
were  seized  by  the  marauders,  and  houses  were  broken  open  and  pil- 
laged of  their  contents. 

Resistance  to  these  outrages  was  followed  by  further  violence,  and  in 
some  cases  by  the  most  wanton  and  brutal  sacrifice  of  life.  The  passage 
of  the  United  States  mail  was  frequently  interrupted,  and  examina- 
tions made  in  defiance  of  law.  In  the  border  counties  of  Missouri, 
citizens  of  Lawrence  were  seized  without  warrant,  conveyed  to  the  va- 
rious camps,  and  there  subjected  to  detention  and  unlawful  trial,  ac- 
companied by  threats  of  immediate  death. 

In  the  meantime  these  alarming  demonstrations  have  excited  appre- 
hensions in  the  community,  and  a  letter  was  sent  to  the  governor  as 
follows : 

Lawrence  City,  May  11,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  undersigned  *are  charged  with  the  duty  of  commu- 
nicating to  your  excellency  the  following  preamble  and  resolution, 
adopted  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  this  place  at  7  o'clock 
last  evening,  viz : 

Whereas  we  have  the  most  reliable  information  from  various  parts 
of  the  Territory,  and  the  adjoining  State  of  Missouri,  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  guerilla  bands,  who  threaten  the  destruction  of  our  town  and 
its  citizens :  therefore 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Topi  iff,  Hutchinson,  and  Roberts,  constitute 
a  committee  to  inform  his  excellency  Governor  Shannon  of  these 
facts,  and  to  call  upon  him,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  Lawrence, 
for  protection  against  such  bands  by  the  United  States  troops  at  his 
disposal. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  truly,  &c, 

C.  W.  TOPLIFP. 
W.  Y.  ROBERTS. 
JOHN  HUTCHINSON. 
His  Excellency  Wilson  8hannon, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

This  letter  drew  forth  the  following  reply  : 

ExEcimvK  Office, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  May  12,  1856. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  note  of  the  11th  instant  is  received,  and,  in  re- 
ply, I  have  to  state  that  there  is  no  force  around  or  approaching  Law- 
rence except  the  legally  constituted  posse  of  the  United  States  marshal 
and  sheriff  of  Douglas  county,  each  of  whom,  I  am  informed,  have  a 
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number  of  writs  in  their  hands  for  execution  against  persons  now  in 
Lawrence.  I  shall  in  no  way  interfere  with  either  of  these  officers  in 
the  discharge  of  their  official  duties. 

If  the  citizens  of  Lawrence  submit  themselves  to  the  territorial 
laws,  and  aid  and  assist  the  marshal  and  sheriff  in  the  execution  of  pro- 
cess in  their  hands,  as  all  good  citizens  are  bound  to  do  when  called 
on,  they,  or  all  such,  will  entitle  themselves  to  the  protection  of  the 
law.  But  so  long  as  they  keep  up  a  military  or  armed  organization 
to  resist  the  territorial  laws,  and  the  officers  charged  with  their  exe- 
cution, I  shall  not  interpose  to  save  them  from  the  legitimate  conse- 
quences of  their  illegal  act  8. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  with  great  respect, 

WILSON  SHANNON. 

Messrs.  C.  W.  Topuff. 
John  Hutchinson. 
W.  Y.  Roberts. 

In  comment  upon  this  letter,  we  have  only  to  say  that  the  implied 
charge  upon  the  citizens  of  Lawrence  of  keeping  up  "  a  military 
or  armed  organization  to  resist  the  territorial  laws,  and  the  officers 
charged  with  their  execution,' '  is  utterly  untrue  ;  and  that  Governor 
Shannon  must  have  been  fully  aware  of  its  falsity,  or  ignorant  to  a 
degree  of  criminality. 

The  proclamation  of  the  marshal  was  not  made  public  by  him  in 
Lawrence;  but  a  copy  having,  by  chance,  reached  the  town,  another 
meeting  of  citizens  was  called  on  the  13th  of  May,  and  the  following 
preamble  and  resolution  adopted  : 

Whereas,  by  a  proclamation  to  the  people  of  Kansas  Territory,  by 
J.  B.  Donelson,  United  States  marshal  for  said  Territory,  issued  the 
11th  day  of  May,  1856,  it  is  alleged  that  certain  "  judicial  writs  of 
arrest  have  been  directed  to  him  by  the  first  district  court  of  the 
United  States,  &c,  to  be  executed  within  the  county  of  Douglas,  and 
that  an  attempt  to  execute  them  by  the  United  States  deputy  marshal, 
was  violently  resisted  by  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  Lawrence, 
and  that  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  any  attempt  to  execute 
these  writs  will  be  resisted  by  a  large  body  of  armed  men  :"  there- 
fore— 

Resolved,  by  this  public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Lawrence,  held 
this  13th  day  of  May,  1856,  that  the  allegations  and  charges  against 
us,  contained  in  the  aforesaid  proclamation,  are  wholly  untrue  in  fact, 
and  the  conclusion  entirely  false  which  is  drawn  therefrom.  The 
aforesaid  deputy  marshal  was  resisted  in  no  manner  whatsoever,  nor 
by  any  person  whatever,  in  the  execution  of  said  writs,  except  by  him 
whose  arrest  the  said  deputy  marshal  was  seeking  to  make.  And  that 
we  now,  as  we  have  done  heretofore,  declare  our  willingness  and  de- 
termination, without  resistance,  to  acquiesce  in  the  service  upon  us  of 
any  judicial  writs  against  us  by  the  United  States  marshal  for  Kansas 
Territory,  and  will  furnish  him  a  posse  for  that  purpose,  if  so  re- 
quested; but  that  we  are  ready  to  resist,  if  need  be,  unto  death,  the 
ravages  and  desolation  of  an  invading  mob. 

J.  A.  WAKEFIELD,  President. 

John  Hutchinson,  Secretary. 
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The  indications  of  an  intended  attack  upon  the  town  continuing  to 
increase,  on  the  14th  instant  another  meeting  of  citizens  was  called, 
of  which  G-.  W.  Dietzl^r  was  president,  and  J.  H.  Green  secretary, 
and  the  following  letter  prepared  and  sent  to  the  United  States  mar- 
shal : 

Lawrence,  May  14,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  have  seen  a  proclamation  issued  by  yourself,  dated  11th 
May  instant,  and  also  have  reliable  iuformation  this  morning  that 
large  bodies  of  armed  men,  in  pursuance  of  your  proclamation,  have 
assembled  in  the  vicinity  of  Lawrence. 

That  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding,  we  beg  leave  to  ask  re- 
spectfully (that  we  may  be  reliably  informed)  what  are  the  demands 
against  us?  We  desire  to  state  most  truthfully  and  earnestly  that  no 
opposition  whatever  will  now,  or  at  any  future  time,  be  offered  to  the 
execution  of  any  legal  process  by  yourself,  or  any  person  acting  for 
you.  We  also  pledge  ourselves  to  assist  you,  if  called  upon,  in  the 
execution  of  any  legal  process. 

We  declare  ourselves  to  be  order-loving  and  law-abiding  citizens ; 
and  only  await  an  opportunity  to  testify  our  fidelity  to  the  laws  of  the 
country,  the  Constitution,  and  the  Union. 

We  are  informed,  also,  that  those  men  collecting  about  Lawrence 
openly  declare  that  their  intention  is  to  destroy  the  town  and  drive  off 
the  citizens.  Of  course  we  do  not  believe  that  you  give  any  counte- 
nance to  such  threats;  but,  in  view  of  the  exciting  state  of  the  public 
mind,  we  ask  protection  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  govern- 
ment, declaring  ourselves  in  readiness  to  co-operate  with  them,  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  peace,  order,  and  quiet  of  the  community  in  which 
we  live. 

Very  respectfully, 

KOBERT  MORROW. 
LYMAN  ALLEN. 
JNO.  HUTCHINSON. 

J.   B.    DONELSON, 

United  States  Marshal  for  Kansas  Territory. 
The  following  reply  was  received  to  this  communication : 

Office  of  the  U.  S.  Marshal, 

Lecompton,  K.  T.}  May  15,  1856. 

On  yesterday  I  received  a  communication  addressed  to  me,  signed 
by  one  of  you  as  president,  and  the  other  as  secretary,  purporting  to 
have  been  adopted  by  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Lawrence,  held  on 
yesterday  morning.  After  speaking  of  a  proclamation  issued  by  my- 
self, you  state  "  that  there  maybe  no  misunderstanding,  we  beg  leave 
to  ask,  respectfully,  (that  we  may  be  reliably  informed,)  what  are  the 
demands  against  us  ;  we  desire  most  truthfully  and  earnestly  to  de- 
clare, that  no  opposition  whatever  will  now,  or  at  any  future  time,  be 
offered  to  the  execution  of  any  legal  process  by  yourself,  or  any  per- 
son acting  for  you.  We  also  pledge  ourselves  to  assist  you,  if  called 
upon,  in  the  execution  of  any  legal  process,1'  &c. 

From  your  professed  ignorance  of  the  demands  against  you,  I  must 
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conclude  that  you  are  strangers,  and  not  citizens  of  Lawrence,  or  of 
recent  date,  or  been  absent  for  some  time  ;  more  particularly  when 
an  attempt  was  made  by  my  deputy  to  execute  the  process  of  the  first 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  Kansas  Territory  against  ex- 
Governor  Reeder,  when  he  made  a  speech  in  the  room  and  presence  of 
the  congressional  committee,  and  denied  the  authority  and  power  of 
said  court,  and  threatened  the  life  of  said  deputy  if  he  attempted  to  exe- 
cute said  process ;  which  speech  and  defiant  threats  were  loudly  applaud- 
ed by  some  one  or  two  hundred  of  the  citizens  of  Lawrence,  who  had 
assembled  at  the  room  on  learning  the  business  of  the  marshal,  and 
made  such  hostile  demonstrations  that  the  deputy  though  the  and  his 
small  posse  would  endanger  their  lives  in  executing  said  process. 

Your  declaration  that  you  "will  truthfully  and  earnestly  offer  no 
opposition  now,  nor  at  any  future  time,  to  the  execution  of  any  legal 
process/'  &c»,  is,  indeed,  difficult  to  understand.  May  I  ask,  gentle- 
men, what  has  produced  this  wonderful  change  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  Lawrence  ?  Have  their  eyes  been  suddenly  opened,  so  that 
they  are  now  able  to  see  that  there  are  laws  in  force  in  Kansas  Terri- 
tory which  should  be  obeyed?  Or  is  it  that  just  now  those  for  whom 
I  have  writs  have  sought  refuge  elsewhere  ?  Or  it  may  possiblv  be, 
that  you  now,  as  heretofore,  expect  to  screen  yourselves  behind  the 
word  "  legal,"  so  significantly  used  by  you.  How  am  I  to  rely  on 
your  pledges,  when  I  am  well  aware  that  the  whole  population  of 
Lawrence  is  armed  and  drilled,  and  the  town  fortified — when  I  recol- 
lect the  meetings  and  resolutions  adopted  in  Lawrence,  and  elsewhere 
in  the  Territory,  openly  defying  the  laws  and  officers  thereof,  and 
threatening  to  resist  the  same  to  a  bloody  issue,  and  recently  verified 
in  the  attempted  assassination  of  Sheriff  Jones  while  in  the  discharge 
of  his  official  duties  in  Lawrence?  Are  you  strangers  to  all  these 
things  ?  Surely  you  must  be  strangers  at  Lawrence  1  If  no  outrages 
have  been  committed  by  the  citizens  of  Lawrence  against  the  laws  of 
the  land,  they  need  not  fear  any  posse  of  mine.  But  I  mu9t  take  the 
liberty  of  executing  all  processes  in  my  hands,  as  the  United  States 
marshal,  in  my  own  time  and  manner,  and  shall  only  use  such  power 
as  is  authorized  by  law.  You  say  you  call  upon  the  constituted  au- 
thority of  the  government  for  protection.  This  indeed  sounds  strange, 
coming  from  a  large  body  of  men  armed  with  Sharpens  rifles  and  other 
implements  of  war,  bound  together  by  oaths  and  pledges  to  resist  the 
laws  of  the  government  they  call  on  for  protecti  n.  All  persons  in 
Kansas  Territory,  without  regard  to  location,  who  honestly  submit 
to  the  constituted  authorities,  will  ever  find  me  ready  to  aid  in  protec- 
ting them  ;  and  all  who  seek  to  resist  the  laws  of  the  land  and  turn 
traitors  to  their  country,  will  find  me  aiding  in  enforcing  the  laws,  if 
not  as  an  officer,  as  a  citizen. 

Respectfully  yours,  J.  B.  DONELSON, 

U.  8.  Marshal  of  Kansas  Territory, 

Messrs.  G.  W.  Dkitslkr  and  J.  H.  Green,  Lawrence  K.  T. 

We  should  consider  this  letter  entirely  unworthy  of  criticism,  were 
it  not  official.  Its  chief  misstatements,  however,  must  be  corrected, 
and  of  these  we  shall  notice  the  followiug ; 
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1.  That  ex- Governor  Beeder  threatened  the  life  of  the  marshal,  and 
was  applauded  therefor  by  the  people  of  Lawrence  ;  the  fact  being  that 
the  words  used  by  the  former  can  only  by  a  forced  construction  be 
made  to  imply  a  threat  against  the  person  of  the  officer ;  and  that 
the  deputy  marshal  had  no  personal  fear  of  the  citizens  is  proven  by 
the  fact  that  he  frequently,  during  these  difficulties,  entered  the  town, 
and  remained  during  his  pleasuie  without  molestation  or  insult. 

2.  His  reiteration  of  the  falsehoods  that  the  whole  population  of 
Lawrence  is  armed  and  drilled,  and  the  town  fortified,  while  he  pos- 
sessed evidence,  through  his  deputies,  that  such  was  not  the  case. 
That  the  so-called  fortifications,  as  there  existing,  were  not  considered 
formidable  for  defence,  is  proven  by  his  subsequent  neglect  to  demolish 
them  while  the  town  was  in  the  hands  of  his  posse. 

3.  His  wanton  misapplication  of  certain  resolutions  passed  at  some 
ether  point  in  the  Territory,  and  having  no  relation  to  the  officers  of 
the  United  States. 

4.  His  effort  to  fasten  the  attempt  on  the  life  of  Samuel  J.  Jones  on 
the  citizens  of  Lawrence,  when  it  is  a  known  fact  that  said  citizens 
denounced  that  attempt  in  a  most  emphatic  manner,  and  made  all 
practicable  effort  to  detect  its  author. 

5.  The  compound  falsehood  that  the  citizens  of  Lawrence  are  a  large 
body  of  men  armed  with  Sharpens  rifles,  bound  together  by  oaths  and 
pledges  to  resist  the  laws  of  the  government  thev  call  on  for  protec- 
tion, it  being  undoubtedly  well  known  to  himself  that  no  such  oaths 
or  pledges  exist,  and  that  the  citizens  of  Lawrence  have  never  com- 
bined to  resist  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

From  a  reply  thus  disingenuous  and  partisan  in  character,  the  threat- 
ened town  could  derive,  no  hope.  Nevertheless,  as  the  movements  of 
the  marauding  forces  grew  daily  more  menacing  in  their  character, 
the  following  Tetter  was  sent  to  the  marshal  on  the  17th  instant : 

Dear  Sir  :  We  desire  to  call  your  attention,  as  citizens  of  Kansas, 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  force  of  armed  men  have  collected  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Lawrence,  and  are  engaged  in  committing  depredations  upon 
our  citizens,  stopping  wagons,  arresting,  threatening,  and  robbing 
unoffending  travellers  upon  the  highway — breaking  open  boxes  of  mer- 
chandise and  appropriating  their  contents — have  slaughtered  cattle, 
and  terrified  many  of  the  women  and  children. 

We  have  also  learned  from  Governor  Shannon  that  there  are  no 
armed  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place  but  the  regularly  constituted 
miiitia  of  the  Territory.  This  is  to  ask  you  if  you  recognize  them  as 
your  posse,  and  feel  responsible  for  their  acts.  If  you  do  not,  we  hope 
and  trust  you  will  prevent  a  repetition  of  such  acts,  and  give  peace  to 
the  settlers. 

On  behalf  of  the  citizens. 

C.  W.  BABCOCK. 
LYMAN  ALLEN. 
J.  A.  PERRY. 
J.  B.  Dokblson,  U.  8.  Marshal,  K.  7. 

To  this  letter  no  reply  was  vouchsafed.  The  same  day  a  commu- 
nication was  sent  to  the  governor  by  Messrs.  S.  \\\  and  T.  B.  El* 
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dridge,  proprietors  of  the  Eldridge  House,  asking  for  it  protection 
as^iinst  the  destruction  threatened  by  the  mob  in  the  marshal's  posse. 
The  building  itself  was  the  property  of  the  Emigrant  Aid  Company, 
but  it  had  been  furnished  by  the  Messrs.  Eldridge,  at  heavy  expense, 
and  was  not  yet  opened  as  a  public  house.  A  verbal  reply  was  re- 
turned by  the  governor  to  this  appeal,  expressing  regret  that  the  pro- 
prietors had  taken  possession,  and  giving  some  encouragement  for  its 
protection.  On  the  18th  he  was  visited  by  the  Messrs.  Eldridge  in 
person,  and  a  full  and  truthful  representation  made  of  all  the  facts  in 
the  case.  At  this  interview,  the  governor,  as  well  as  the  marshal, 
seemed  disposed  to  accord  the  protection  needful.  In  addition  to  their 
own  person*  1  appeal,  the  Messrs.  Eldridge  presented  a  communication 
from  the  citizens  of  Lawrence,  as  follows : 

Lawrence,  K.  T.,  May  17,  1856. 

Gentlemen:  Having  learned  that  your  reason  for  assembling  so 
large  a  force  in  the  vicinity  of  our  town,  to  act  as  a  posse  in  the  en- 
forcement of  the  laws,  rests  on  the  supposition  that  we  are  armed 
against  the  laws  and  the  officers  in  the  exercise  of  their  duties,  we 
would  say,  that  we  hold  our  arms  only  for  our  own  individual  defence 
against  violence,  and  not  against  the  laws  or  the  officers  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  same  ;  therefore,  having  no  further  use  for  them  when  our 
protection  is  otherwise  secured,  we  propose  to  deliver  our  arms  to 
Colonel  Sumner  so  soon  as  he  shall  quarter  in  our  town  a  body  of 
troops  sufficient  for  our  protection,  to  be  retained  by  him  as  long  as 
such  force  shall  remain  among  us. 

Very  truly,  &c, 

MANY  CITIZENS. 

His  Excellency  Wilson  Shannon,  Governor9  and  J.  B.  Donelson, 
Esq.,  U.  S.  Marshal  for  Kansas  Territory. 

Both  the  governor  and  the  marshal  expressed  satisfaction  with  this 
proposition,  and  agreed  to  its  terms  in  case  a  demand  should  be  en- 
forced for  the  surrender  of  the  arms.  If  no  resistance  was  offered  his 
force,  the  marshal  gave  a  positive  promise  of  protection  to  the  prop- 
erty of  the  citizens.  But  it  was  said  that  a  portion  of  the  posse  was 
clamorous  for  the  destruction  of  the  hotel  and  the  printing  offices ; 
and  the  Messrs.  Eldridge  were  invited  to  return  again  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  after  time  had  been  afforded  for  consultation  with  the 
captains  of  the  companies. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  all  messengers  to  the  executive  and 
marshal  were  under  guard  during  the  whole  time  of  their  being 
within  the  lines  of  the  besieging  camp  and  on  the  road  to  Lecomp- 
ton,  and  that  the  following  pass  was  given  to  the  Messrs.  Eldridge 
on  their  departure  this  day : 

Lecompton,  May  18,  1856. 

The  bearers  of  this,  S.  W.  and  T.  B.  Eldridge,  desire  to  return  to 
Lawrence  this  evening  and  return  in  the  morning. 
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Now,  therefore,  all  persons  will  permit  these  gentlemen  to  go  and 
return  without  molestation  or  delay. 

WILSON  SHANNON, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
J.  B.  DONELSON, 
U.  S.  Marshal,  Kansas  Territory. 

On  the  19th,  Messrs.  Eldridge  renewed  their  visit  according  to 
agreement,  but  found  a  great  change  in  the  tone  of  the  officials.  It 
appeared  that  the  companies  composing  the  posse  would  be  satisfied 
with  nothing  short  of  some  destruction  of  private  property,  and  this 
feeling  was  so  strong  as  to  defy  the  power  of  the  marshal.  The  Messrs. 
Eldridge,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Lawrence,  offered  the  marshal 
their  services,  and  proposed,  if  he  would  supply  them  with  weapons, 
to  make  all  necessary  pledges  to  sustain  him  in  the  protection  of  prop- 
erty and  the  execution  of  the  laws.  This  offer  the  marshal  did  not  see 
fit  to  accept,  alleging  only  the  excuse  of  a  deficiency  of  arms.  It  was  evi- 
dent that  a  course  oiviolence  was  resolved  upon.  One  of  the  captains — 
a  Colonel  Titus,  of  Florida,  a  member  of  the  late  expedition  against 
Cuba — declared  boldly,  that  the  printing  presses  must  be  destroyed  to 
satisfy  the  boys  from  South  Carolina.  But  promises  of  protection  to 
the  hotel  were  renewed,  and  the  marshal  pledged  his  word  that  if  no 
resistance  was  made  he  would  enter  the  town  with  a  small  posse  of 
unarmed  men,  and  that  the  remainder  should  not  be  admitted.  He 
also  further  promised  not  to  dismiss  them  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town. 
The  incongruities  of  these  various  statements  it  is  not  for  us  to  re- 
concile. 

Feeling  from  all  these  circumstances  the  necessity  to  the  town  of 
efficient  protection,  the  Messrs.  Eldridge  made  a  last  effort  to-secure 
aid  from  the  governor.  He  disclaimed  all  authority  oyer  the  force  of 
the  marshal,  and  stated  that  he  should  not  interfere  with  that  officer's 
operations.  He  was  implored  to  summon  to  his  aid  the  force  of  Col. 
Sumner  for  the  protection  of  the  property  of  the  citizens,  but  peremp- 
torily refused.  It  was  represented  to  him  that  the  marshal's  posse 
had  resolved  on  perpetrating  unlawful  outrages  in  Lawrence,  and  he 
said  the  people  of  Lawrence  must  take  such  consequences  as  should 
ensue ;  that  he  could  protect  them  with  the  United  States  troops  if  he 
chose,  but  that  he  should  not  do  so.  When  apprehensions  were  ex- 
pressed to  him  that  these  outrages  would  finally  madden  the  people 
to  the  point  of  resistance,  and  precipitate  all  the  horrors  of  civil  war, 
he  turned  angrily  away  and  left  the  room  with  the  expression,  "  War 
then  it  is,  by  God!" 

These  were  the  last  words  spoken  to  persons  representing  the  peo- 
ple of  Lawrence  by  the  highest  officer  of  the  territory. 

During  the  following  day  the  deputy  marshal,  W.  P.  Fain,  a  resi- 
dent of  Calhoun,  Georgia,  visited  the  town,  and  in  conversation  with 
a  citizen,  expressed  the  belief  that  the  printing  presses  would  be 
destroyed,  but  that  the  Eldridge  house  would  be  spared. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  inst.  a  cavalry  force  was  seen  stationed 
on  a  hill  commanding  the  town.  It  was  soon  increased  by  a  company 
of  artillery  and  another  of  infantry.    A  white  flag  was  first  displayed, 
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which  soon  gave  place  to  a  red  one.  This  emblem  would  have  incited 
the  citizens  to  resistance  but  for  the  known  fact  that  the  force  was 
commanded  by  a  United  States  officer  (whose  pledge  of  protection  had 
been  given)  and  armed  with  national  weapons.  Beside  the  red  flag, 
whose  motto  was  "  southern  rights,"  soon  floated  that  of  the  Union. 

The  deputy  marshal  entered  the  town  with  less  than  ten  men,  and 
proceeding  to  the  Eldridge  house  summoned  both  the  proprietors  to  ' 

act  on  his  posse,  together  with  Dr.  Garvey,  John  A.  Perry,  C.  W* 
Topliff,  and  Wm.  Jones,  all  citizens  of  the  town.     This  summons  was  J 

promptly  obeyed,  and  all  required  assistance  cheerfully  given.     Only  i 

two  arrests  were  made  during  the  morning,  and  with  these,  after  din- 
ner, the  whole  posse  repaired  to  the  camp.  Colonel  Topliff  was  charged 
with  the  delivery  to  the  marshal  of  the  following  communication :  i 

Lawrence,  K.  T.}  May  21,  1856.  , 

We,  the  committee  of  public  safety  for  the  citizens  of  Lawrence,  i 
make  this,  statement  and  declaration  to  you  as  marshal  of  Kansas 

Territory :  i 

That  we  represent  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  of  Kansas,  who  i 

acknowledge  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  government ;  that  we  j 

make  no  resistance  to  the  execution  of  the  laws,  national  or  territorial ;  ) 

and  that  we  ask  protection  of  the  government,  and  claim  it  as  law-  j 

abiding  American  citizens.  • 

For  the  private  property  already  taken  by  your  posse  we  ask  indem-  , 

nification,  and  what  remains  to  us  and  our  citizens  we  throw  upon  j 

you  for  protection,  trusting  that  under  the  flag  of  our  Union  and  \ 
within  the  folds  of  the  Constitution  we  may  obtain  safety. 

SAMUEL  C.  POMEROY,  | 

W.  Y.  ROBERTS,  i 
LYMAN  ALLEN, 

JOHN  A.  PERRY,  , 

C.  W.  BABCOCK,  , 

S.  B.  PRENTISS,  , 
A.  H.  MALLORY, 
JOEL  GROVER. 

J.  B.  Donaldson,  U.  S.  Marshal,  K.  T. 

It  was  now  hoped  that  the  crisis  had  passed.  On  summoning  on 
his  posse  the  proprietors  of  the  Eldridge  house,  Deputy  Marshal  Fane 
had  renewed  his  promise  to  protect  their  property.  The  officials  had 
been  treated  with  every  courtesy,  and  even  a  generous  hospitality. 
But  about  3  o'clock  the  streets  were  filled  'by  a  company  of  armed 
horsemen,  headed  by  Samuel  J.  Jones,  sheriff  of  Douglas  county,  who 
drew  up  his  force  in  front  of  the  Eldridge  house  and  demanded  of  the 
citizens,  in  the  name  of  the  law,  the  surrender  of  their  rifles  and  can- 
non. He  gave  five  minutes  for  a  reply.  He  was  answered  by  General 
Pomeroy  that  the  cannon,  and  all  rifles,  not  individual  property,  (if 
any  such  there  were)  would  be  given  up  on  his  giving  an  official 
receipt  for  the  same.  General  Pomeroy  and  General  Roberts  proceeded 
with  him  to  assist  in  their  delivery.     This  done,  it  was  announced 


OF    THE    PRESIDENT.  83 

that  the  printing  offices  and  the  Eldridge  house  must  he  destroyed. 
Remonstrance  was  in  vain. 

In  the  meantime  the  remainder  of  the  force,  comprising  several 
hundred  men,  with  United  States  muskets  and  fixed  bayonets,  were 
taking  position  in  the  town.  Men  endeavored  by  argument,  and 
women  by  tears,  to  alter  the  determination  of  Jones,  but  in  vain.  At 
3\-  o'clock  he  announced  to  Messrs.  Eldridge  that  he  would  give  them 
till  5  to  remove  their  families  and  furniture  from  the  house.  The  work 
of  pillage  had  already  commenced  ;  the  contents  of  the  printing  offices 
were  scattered  in  the  streets,  and  the  red  flag  planted  on  the  roof,  first 
of  the  office  of  the  Herald  of  Freedom,  and  afterwards  of  the  Eldridge 
house.  The  family  of  Mr.  G.  W.Brown  were  driven  from  their  home, 
and  the  immediate  pillage  of  the  hotel  prevented  only  by  the  resolute 
interference  of  a  few  citizens,  aided  by  some  individuals  of  the  mob,' 
who  kept  a  strict  guard  at  the  doors,  and  insisted  that  the  families  of 
the  proprietors  should  have  the  time  promised  by  Jones  in  which  to 
collect  their  most  necessary  effects  and  leave.  At  last  the  cannon 
were  placed  and  ready,  and  it  was  announced  to  Colonel  S.  W.  Eld- 
ridge that  the  bombardment  would  commence  in  five  minutes.  His 
wife  and  children,  and  such  personal  effects  as  they  had  been  enabled 
to  collect,  were  placed  in  carriages  and  driven  off  between  files  of 
United  States  bayonets,  and  amidst  the  yells  of  the  impatient  moK 
As  they  left  the  town  the  first  boom  of  a  cannon  told  that  the  work  of* 
destruction  had  begun.  Soon  (as  the  impression  made  by  the  cannon 
was  not  great)  the  building  was  fired,  and  with  the  aid  of  gunpowder 
reduced,  with  its  furniture  and  stores,  to  a  pile  of  ruins. 

The  work  of  pillage  spread  through  the  whole  town,  and  continued 
until  after  dark.  Every  house  and  store  which  could  be  entered  was- 
ransacked  ;  trunks  broken  open  and  money  and  property  taken  at. 
will.  Where  women  had  not  fled,  they  were  in  some  cases  insulted,, 
and  even  robbed  of  their  clothing.  From  one  house  over  two  thous- 
and dollars  in  money  were  carried  away.  The  house  of  Charles 
Robinson  was  pillaged  and  burned  to  the  ground.  The  same  evening 
the  forces  were  drawn  off  to  their  camp,  and  the  sack  of  Lawrence 
was  concluded. 

Some  incidents  of  this  authorized  outrage  here  demand  mention. 
While  Messrs.  Topliff  and  Perry  were  aiding  the  marshal  in  making 
the  arrests,  both  their  houses  were  broken  open  and  pillaged.  Some 
of  the  flags  which  floated  beside  that  of  the  Union  had  for  mottoes 
"Superiority  of  the  white  race,"  " Kansas  the  outpost,"  "South 
Carolina  ;"  while  one  had  the  national  stripes,  with  a  tiger  in  place 
of  the  Union ;  another  had  alternated  stripes  of  black  and  white. 
While  the  cannon  were  being  placed  for  the  destruction  of  the  Eld- 
ridge house,  David  R.  Atchison,  late  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  was  conspicuous  amongst  the  mob.  When  the  final  doom  of 
the  hotel  and  the  printing  offices  was  pronounced,  it  was  said  by  the 
officials  to  be  by  order  of  the  government,  as  the  grand  jury  of  Doug- 
las county  had  ordered  them  abated  as  nuisances.  The  only  charge 
against  the  Eldridge  house  was  its  ownership  by  the  Emigrant  Aid 
Company. 

To  evade  the  pledge  given  by  the  marshal  that  he  would  not  allow 
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his  posse  to  enter  Lawrence,  they  were  disbanded  t>y  him,  after  the 
arrests  were  made,  and  enrolled  as  a  sheriff's  posse  by  Samuel  J. 
Jones  ;  the  marshal  thus  keeping  one  pledge  at  the  expense  of  an- 
other. On  the  next  day  they  were  again  enrolled  as  the  posse  of  the 
marshal. 

There  are  also  6ome  facts  of  another  character  which  we  wish  to 
record.  We  believe  that  many  of  the  captains  of  the  invading  com- 
panies exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  for  the  protection  of  life  and 
property.  Some  of  them  protested  against  these  enormous  outrages, 
and  endeavored  to  dissuade  Samuel  J.  Jones  from  their  perpetration. 
Many  used  personal  effort  to  remove  such  property  as  was  possible 
from  the  Eldridge  house  before  its  destruction.  Among  these  stood 
prominently  Colonel  Zadock  Jackson,  of  Georgia,  who  did  not  scruple 
either  in  Lawrence  or  his  own  camp  to  denounce  the  outrages  in  terms 
such  as  they  deserved.  Colonel  Buford,  of  Alabama,  also  disclaimed 
having  come  to  Kansas  to  destroy  property,  and  condemned  the  course 
which  had  been  taken.  The  prosecuting  attorney  of  Douglas  county, 
i;he  legal  adviser  of  the  sheriff,  used  his  influence  in  vain  to  prevent 
the  destruction  of  property. 

We  have  thus  given  an  outline  of  the  events  which  have  concluded 
an  unparalleled  chapter  in  the  history  of  our  country.  That  we 
have  dealt  mildly  with  the  facts,  and  fallen  short  of  the  real  atrocity 
of  the  case,  will  be  proven  by  the  testimony  which,  in  time,  public 
-opinion  will  not  fail  to  gather.  So  gigantic  is  that  official  villainy 
of  which  we  are  being  made  the  victims,  that  the  understanding 
almost  refused  to  believe  the  evidence,  however  strong.  That  any  set 
of  men  in  a  representative  government  like  ours  can  be  so  reckless, 
and  so  defiant  of  right,  as  to  attempt  the  administration  of  law  on 
principles  of  perjury  and  brigandage,  is  a  combination  of  fatuity  and 
corruption  almost  passing  belief.  Yet  the  facts  spring  out  with  start- 
ling boldness  on  the  picture  of  events,  and  we  see  the  spectacle  of 
rulers  utterly  ignoring  the  oaths  they  have  taken,  and  perverting  the 
beneficent  power  of  government  to  the  base  uses  of  a  ruthless  despot- 
ism— at  will  despoiling  men  of  their  property  and  lives — endeavoring 
to  bind  fast  the  hands  of  the  loyal  citizens  who  look  to  them  for  pro- 
tection, and  to  deliver  them  over  as  bondmen  to  an  invading  force. 
We  cannot  but  feel  that  you  will  be  slow  to  believe  facts  such  as  we 
have  stated  here,  and  for  the  credit  of  humanity  we  cannot  otherwise 
hope  ;  yet  we  cherish  the  trust  that  you  will  heed  the  voice,  however 
feeble,  that  pours  its  complaint  into  your  ear,  and  exert  the  influence 
of  your  office  to  prevent  the  possible  occurrence  of  abuses  of  power  on 
the  parts  of  those  officials  who  are  directly  responsible  to  you  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duties ;  and  to  institute  such  a  scrutiny 
into  their  past  conduct  as  will  reveal  its  true  character  and  inspire  a 
salutary  caution  in  future.  In  making  such  a  scrutiny  it  seems  to  us 
inevitable  that  the  communications  of  the  territorial  officers  of  Kansas, 
as  given  in  this  memorial,  coupled  with  the  undisputed  facts  resulting 
from  their  action,  will  show  at  least  a  criminal  disregard  of  good 
faith  sufficient  of  itself  to  prove  their  unfitness  for  the  responsibilities 
they  have  assumed.  And  in  the  meantime  we  have  been  driven  to 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  protection,  whose  duty  it  will  be 
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to  organize  and  use  all  means  for  the  defence  of  our  liberties  and 
property,  during  such  time  as  we  are  unable  to  procure  protection 
from  the  government  under  which  we  live. 

As  regards  the  pecuniary  damage  sustained  by  this  community  at 
the  hand  of  the  government,  as  administered  by  these  officials,  we 
cannot  doubt  but  you  will  see  the  justice  of  our  claim,  and  employ  the 
influence  of  your  position  to  procure  for  us  an  adequate  compensation. 
The  readiest  way  to  do  this  would  seem  to  be  by  an  appropriation  by 
Congress,  which  it  is  within  your  province  to  recommend.  It  is  at 
present  impossible  to  estimate  this  damage,  as  new  depredations  are 
continually  being  made.  How.  long  these  will  be  permitted  to  con- 
tinue will  depend  to  a  great  extent  upon  the  pleasure  of  our  rulers. 
But  it  is  certain  that  the  amount  is,  even  at  present,  for  a  community 
like  ours,  very  great.  The  loss  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Eldridge 
house  alone  is  to  nearly  the  full  extent  of  their  investments,  time 
being  denied  them  to  remove  any  material  portion  of  the  costly  furni- 
niture  and  abundant  stores  provided  for  its  use.  The  destruction  of 
the  printing  offices,  like  that  of  the  hotel,  involves  not  only  the  cost 
of  the  property,  but  the  complete  ruin  of  the  business  in  which  it  was 
employed.  And  then  there  is  scarcely  a  freeholder  in  Lawrence,  or 
for  many  miles  around,  but  has  had  costly  experience  of  that  depre- 
datory action  which  the  marshal  in  his  proclamation  has  called  "  the 
proper  execution  of  the  law." 

Were  the  destruction  of  property,  however,  the  gravest  result  of 
this  maladministration,  it  would  be  shorn  of  its  chief  importance. 
But  it  must  not'  be  forgotten  that  among  its  oonsequences  has  been 
loss  of  life,  and  it  is  due  to  the  community  that  justice  be  administered 
upon  those  who  caused  it.  And  surely  when  we  say  to  your  excel- 
lency that  our  country  is  still  being  overrun,  and  that  this  very  day 
has  brought  to  our  ears  the  fresh  complaints  of  property  taken,  and 
women  ravished  in  their  homes,  it  will  not  be  considered  either  dis- 
respectful or  ill-timed  in  us  to  urge,  with  all  the  earnestness  of  men  who 
know  the  truth  of  the  things  whereof  they  speak,  that  the  facts  herein 
set  forth,  and  the  petitions  preferred,  receive  the  earliest  attention  in 
the  power  of  your  excellency  to  bestow. 

J.  M.  WINCHELL, 
LYMAN  ALLEN, 
8.  B.  PKENTISS, 
L.  G.  HINE, 
JOSEPH  CRACKLIN, 
JOHN  A.  PERRY, 
0.  E.  LEARNARD, 
S.  W.  ELDRIDGE, 
C.  W.  BABCOCK. 
Lawrence,  K.  T.,  May  22,  1856. 
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Governor  Shannon  to  the  President. 

Executive  Office,  August  18,  1856. 

Sir  :  Having  received  unofficial  information  of  my  removal  from 
office,  and  finding  myself  here  without  the  moral  power  which  official 
station  confers,  and  being  destitute  of  any  adequate  military  force  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  country,  I  feel  it  due  to  myself,  as  well  as  to 
the  government,  to  notify  you  that  I  am  unwilling  to  perform  the 
duties  of  governor  of  this  Territory  any  longer. 

You  will  therefore  consider  my  official  connexion  with  this  Terri- 
tory as  at  an  end. 

Yours,  with  great  respect, 

WILSON  SHANNON. 

His  Excellency  Franklin  Pierce. 


Executive  minutes  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  from  September  9th  to 

30th,  1856,  inclusive. 

September  9,  1856. — The  governor,  John  W.  Geary,  arrived  at 
Fort  Leavenworth  at  8  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  put  up  temporarily  at  the 
headquarters  of  Major  General  Persifor  F.  Smith,  of  the  United 
States  army. 

At  about  eleven  o'clock  information  was  brought  in  by  a  sergeant  of 
the  United  States  army  to  the  effect  that  General  F.  C.  Marshall  had 
entrusted  to  his  care  three  persons,  who  desired  to  have  his  services  as 
a  safeguard  along  the  road  leading  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  that 
when  within  a  few  miles  of  Leavenworth  city  a  party  of  armed  and 
mounted  men  belonging  to  the  command  of  Captain  Emory,  of  the 
Kansas  militia,  took  from  him  the  said  three  men  and  carried  them  as 
prisoners  into  Leavenworth  city.  Captain  Emory's  men  also  took 
possession  of  the  horses,  wagons,  and  other  property  belonging  to 
their  prisoners. 

The  governor  immediately  made  a  requisition  upon  General  Smith 
for  a  force  of  infantry  sufficiently  large  to  rescue  the  prisoners,  and 
bring  them,  with  Captain  Emory  and  his  company,  to  Fort  Leaven- 
worth. A  detachment  of  two  hundred  men  was  accordingly  detailed 
upon  this  service,  the  commanding  officer  being  instructed  to  execute 
the  following 

Order. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  K.  T., 

September  9,  185  6. 
To  whom  it  may  concern: 

Any  officer  of  the  militia  now  in  the  service  of  the  government  of 
Kansas  Territory,  or  any  other  government  officer,  is  hereby  directed 
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to  comply  with  the  requisition  of  the  United  States  officer  bearing 
this,  concerning  the  rescue  of  prisoners  from  custody  this  morning. 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

This  order  was  promptly  fulfilled.  Captain  Emory  and  his  com- 
pany, with  their  three  prisoners,  were  brought  to  the  fort  by  the 
troops  detailed  for  that  purpose  early  in  the  afternoon.  The  prisoners 
were  released,  and  Captain  Emory  and  eight  of  his  men  placed  under 
arrest. 

Upon  arriving  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Governor  Geary  presented  to 
General  Smith  for  his  inspection  the  following 

Instructions. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  August  26,  1856. 

Sir  :  The  present  condition  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  renders  your 
duties  as  governor  highly  responsible  and  delicate. 

In  the  instructions  heretofore  communicated  to  your  predecessor  in 
February  last,  in  the  annual  message  to  Congress  of  the  24th  of  the 
previous  December,  and  in  the  orders  issued  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment (printed  copies  of  which  are  herewith  furnished)  you  will  find 
the  policy  and  purposes  of  the  President  fully  presented.  They  are, 
1st,  to  maintain  order  and  quiet  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  and  2d,  if 
disturbances  occur  therein,  to  bring  to  punishment  the  offenders. 

Should  the  force  which  has  been  provided  to  attain  these  objects 
prove  insufficient,  you  will  promptly  make  known  that  fact  to  the 
President,  that  he  may  take  such  measures  in  regard  thereto  as  to  him 
may  seem  to  be  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 

It  is  important  that  the  President  should  be  kept  well  informed  as 
to  the  state  of  things  in  Kansas,  and  that  the  source  of  his  informa- 
tion should  be  such  as  to  insure  its  accuracy.  You  are  therefore  di- 
rected by  him  to  communicate  constantly  with  this  department ;  such 
facts  as  it  is  important  to  Have  early  known  here  you  will  cause  to  be 
transmitted  by  telegraph  as  well  as  by  mail. 

The  President  indulges  the  hope  that  by  your  energy,  impartiality, 
and  discretion,  the  tranquility  oi  the  Territory  will  be  restored,  and 
the  persons  and  property  of  our  citizens  therein  protected. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY. 

His  Excellency  John  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

The  following  was  forwarded  to  the  governor  through  the  hands  of 
Major  Emory  of  the  United  States  army  : 

Instructions. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  September  2,  1856. 

Sir  :  Reliable  information  having  reached  the  President  that  armed 
and  organized  bodies  of  men,  avowedly  in  rebellion  against  the  terri- 
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torial  government,  have  concentrated  in  such  numbers  as  to  require 
additional  military  forces  for  their  dispersion,  you  will  have  the  mi- 
litia of  the  Territory  completely  enrolled  and  organized,  to  the  end 
that  they  may,  on  short  notice,  be  brought  into  the  service  of  the- 
United  States.  Upon  requisition  of  the  commander  of  the  military- 
department  in  which  Kansas  is  embraced,  you  will  furnish  by  com- 
panies, or  regiments,  or  brigades,  or  divisions,  such  number  and  com- 
position of  troops  as  from  time  to  time  you  may  find  in  his  report  to 
you  to  be  necessary  for  the  suppression  of  all  combinations  to  resist 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the 
civil  authority,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  public  order  and  civil 
government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY. 
His  Excellency  John  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  Lecompton. 


Letter  to  Secretary  Marcy. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas  Territory, 
#  September  9,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  arrived  here  this  morning,  and  having  passed  the  day  mostly 
in  consultation  with  General  P.  F.  Smith,  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of 
the  Territory,  which,  as  I  am  now  on  the  spot,  I  begin  more  clearly 
to  understand,  it  is  no   exaggeration  to  say  that  the  existing  diffi- 
culties are  of  a  more  complicated  character  than  I  had  anticipated. 

I  find  that  I  have  not  simply  to  contend  against  bands  of  armed 
ruffians  and  brigands,  whose  sole  aim  and  end  is  assassination  and 
robbery,  infatuated  adherents  and  advocates  of  conflicting  political 
sentiments  and  local  institutions ,  and  evil-disposed  persons  actuated 
by  a  desire  to  obtain  elevated  positions,  but,  worst  of  all,  against  the 
influence  of  men  who  have  been  placed  in  authority,  and  have  em- 
ployed all  the  destructive  agents  around  them  to  promote  their  own 
personal  interests,  at  the  sacrifice  of  every  just,  honorable  and  lawful 
consideration. 

I  have  barely  time  to  give  you  a  brief  statement  of  facts  as  I  find 
them.  The  town  of  Leavenworth  is  now  in  the  hands  of  armed  bodies 
of  men,  who,  having  been  enrolled  as  militia,  perpetrate  outrages  of 
the  most  atrocious  character,  under  shadow  of  authority  from  the  ter- 
ritorial government.  Within  a  few  days  these  men  have  robbed  and 
driven  from  their  houses  unoffending  citizens ;  have  fired  upon  and 
killed  others  in  their  own  dwellings,  and  stolen  horses  and  property 
under  the  pretence  of  employing  them  in  the  public  service.  They 
have  seized  persons  who  had  committed  no  offence,  and  after  stripping- 
them  of  all  their  valuables,  placed  them  on  steamers  and  sent  them, 
out  of  the  Territory.  Some  of  these  bands,  who  have  thus  violated 
the  rights  and  privileges  and  shamefully  and  shockingly  misused  and 
abused  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  the  Territory,  who  had  settled  here 
with  their  wives  and  children,  are  strangers  from  distant  States,  who 
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have  no  interest  in,  nor  care  for  the  welfare  of  Kansas,  and  contem- 
plate remaining  here  only  so  long  as  opportunities  for  mischief  and 
plunder  exist. 

The  actual  pro-slavery  settlers  of  the  Territory  are  generally  as  well 
disposed  persons  as  are  to  he  found  in  most  communities.  But  there 
are  among  them  a  few  troublesome  agitators,  chiefly  from  distant  dis- 
tricts, who  labor  assiduously  to  keep  alive  the  prevailing  excitement. 

It  is  also  true,  that  among  the  free-soil  residents  are  many  peace- 
able and  useful  citizens,  and  if  uninfluenced  by  aspiring  demagogues 
would  commit  no  unlawful  act.  But  many  of  these,  too,  have  been 
Tendered  turbulent  by  officious  meddlers  from  abroad.  The  chief  of 
these  is  Lane,  now  encamped  and  fortified  at  Lawrence,  with  a  force, 
it  is  said,  of  fifteen  hundred  men.  They  are  suffering  for  provisions, 
to  cut  off  the  supplies  of  which  the  opposing  faction  is  extremely 
watchful  and  active. 

In  isolated  or  country  places,  no  man's  life  is  safe.  The  roads  are 
filled  with  armed  robbers,  and  murders  for  mere  plunder  are  of  daily 
occurrence.  Almost  every  farm  house  is  deserted,  and  no  traveller 
has  the  temerity  to  venture  upon  the  highways  without  an  escort. 

Such  is  the  condition  of  Kansas  faintly  pictured.  It  can  he  no 
wotsc  Tet  I  feel  assured  that  I  shall  be  able,  ere  long,  to  restore  it 
to  peace  and  quiet.  To  accomplish  this,  I  should  have  more  aid  from 
the  general  government.  The  number  of  United  States  troops  here  is 
too  limited  to  render  the  needful  services.  Immediate  reinforcements 
are  essentially  necessary,  as  the  excitement  is  so  intense,  and  the  citi- 
zens generally  are  so  much  influenced  by  their  political  prejudices, 
that  members  of  the  two  great  factions  cannot  be  induced  to  act  in 
unison,  and  therefore  cannot  be  relied  upon.  As  soon,  however,  as 
I  can  succeed  in  disbanding  a  portion  of  those  now  in  service,  I  will 
from  time  to  time  cause  to  be  enrolled  as  many  of  the  bona  fide  inhab- 
itants as  exigencies  may  require.  In  the  meantime  the  presence  of 
additional  government  troops  will  exert  a  moral  influence  that  cannot 
be  obtained  by  any  militia  that  can  here  be  called  into  requisition. 
In  making  the  foregoing  statements,  I  have  endeavored  to  give  the 
truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  I  deem  it  important  that  you  should 
be  apprised  of  the  actual  state  of  the  case ;  and,  whatever  may  be  the 
effect  of  such  revelations,  they  will  be  given  from  time  to  time  with- 
out extenuation. 

I  shall  proceed  early  in  the  morning  to  Lecompton,  under  an  escort 
furnished  by  General  Smith,  where  I  will  take  charge  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  whence  I  shall  again  address  you  at  an  early  moment. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Hon.  William  L.  Makcy. 

September  10,  1856. — The  prisoners  rescued  from  Captain  Emory 
having  complained  of  the  loss  of  their  horses  and  other  property,  and 
made  application  for  its  restoration,  the  following  letter  was  addressed 
to  Colonel  Clarkson,  commander  of  the  territorial  militia  at  Leaven- 
worth city : 
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Letter  to  Colonel  Clarkson. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  K.  T. 

September  10,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  seems  necessary  that  I  should  address  you  relative 
to  an  unpleasant  occurrence  that  took  place  yesterday.  Not  doubting 
that  you  are  actuated  by  a  desire  to  maintain  the  public  peace  and 
promote  the  prosperity  of  this  Territory,  I  am  sure  you  will  at  once 
perceive  and  properly  appreciate  the  motives  which  prompt  me  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  above  hinted  at,  and  the  suggestions  I  am 
about  to  offer. 

Three  men,  having  a  passport  from  General  Marshall,  and  under  a 
safeguard  of  a  sergeant  of  the  United  States  army,  were  yesterday 
seized  by  a  troop  of  your  men  and  carried  as  prisoners  into  Leaven- 
worth city.  The  only  excuse  that  can  be  offered  for  an  outrage  of  this 
character  is  the  plea  of  ignorance  as  to  the  position  of  the  party  to 
whom  reference  is  made.  The  men  in  your  militia  may  not  have  been 
satisfied  that  the  person  from  whom  they  took  their  prisoners  was,  in 
truth,  a  United  States  sergeant.  But  in  this  case  their  plain  duty 
would  have  been  to  accompany  him  to  the  fort,  to  ascertain  that  fact. 

Tou  will  please  guard  against  errors  of  this  description  as  far  as 
possible  in  future.  I  also  request  that  you  will  at  once  take  the  ne- 
cessary measures  to  have  returned  to  the  three  persons  who  were  seized 
by  Captain  Emory's  men  their  horses,  wagons,  and  other  property,  pre- 
cisely in  the  condition  in  which  they  were  found.  You  will  send 
these  effects  to  Major  General  Smith,  who  will  see  them  duly  re- 
stored to  their  proper  owners. 

Trusting  that  hereafter  the  safeguard  of  the  United  States  army, 
and  everything  else  in  which  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  concerned, 
will  be  held  by  you  sacred  and  inviolable, 

I  am  truly  yours, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Colonel  Clarkson. 

At  11  o'clock,  a.  m.,  the  governor  proceeded,  with  a  small  escort, 
furnished  by  General  Smith  and  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Drum, 
for  Lecompton,  which  place  was  reached  a  short  time  before  midnight. 

September  11,  1856. — The  following  address  was  delivered,  printed, 
and  extensively  circulated : 

INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 

Fellow-citizens  :  I  appear  among  you  a  stranger  to  most  of  you, 
and  for  the  first  time  have  the  honor  to  address  you  as  governor  of 
the  Territory  of  Kansas.  The  position  was  not  sought  by  me,  but 
was  voluntarily  tendered  by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  na- 
tion.   As  an  American  citizen,  deeply  conscious  of  the  blessings  which 
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ever  flow  from  our  beloved  Union,  I  did  not  consider  myself  at  liberty 
to  shrink  from  any  duties,  however  delicate  and  onerous,  required  of 
me  by  my  country. 

With  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances  surrounding  the 
executive  office,  I  have  deliberately  accepted  it,  and  as  God  may  give 
me  strength  and  ability,  I  will  endeavor  faithfully  to  discharge  its 
varied  requirements.  When  I  received  my  commission  I  was  solemnly 
sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  to  dis- 
charge my  duties  as  governor  of  Kansas  with  fidelity.  By  reference 
to  the  act  for  the  organization  of  this  Territory,  passed  by  Congress 
on  the  30th  day  of  March,  1854,  I  find  my  duties  more  particularly 
defined.  Among  other  things,  I  am  to  "take  care  that  the  laws  be 
faithfullv  execueed." 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  organic  law  of  this 
Territory  will  be  the  lights  by  which  I  will  be  guided  in  my  executive 
career. 

A  careful  and  dispassionate  examination  of  our  organic  act  will 
satisfy  any  reasonable  person  that  its  provisions  are  eminently  just 
and  beneficial.  If  this  act  has  been  distorted  to  unworthy  purposes 
it  is  not  the  fault  of  its  provisions.  The  great  leading  feature  of  that 
act  is  the  right  therein  conferred  upon  the  actual  and  bona  fide  inhab- 
itants of  this  Territory  "in  the  exercise  of  self-government,  to  deter- 
mine for  themselves  what  shall  be  their  own  domestic  institutions, 
subject  only  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  duly  enacted  by  Congress 
under  it." 

The  people  accustomed  to  self-government  in  the  States  from  whence 
they  came,  and  having  removed  to  this  Territory  with  the  bona  fide 
intention  of  making  it  their  future  residence,  were  supposed  to  be  cap- 
able of  creating  their  own  municipal  government,  and  to  be  the  best 
judges  of  their  own  local  necessities  and  institutions.  This  is  what  is 
termed  "popular  sovereignty."  By  this  phrase  we  simply  mean  the 
right  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories, being  qualified  electors,  to  regulate  their  own  domestic  con- 
cerns, and  to  make  their  own  municipal  laws.  Thus  understood,  this 
doctrine  underlies  the  whole  system  of  republican  government.  It  is 
the  great  right  of  self-government,  for  the  establishment  of  which  our 
ancestors,  in  the  stormy  days  of  the  revolution,  pledged  "their  lives, 
their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor." 

A  doctrine  so  eminently  just  should  receive  the  willing  homage  ol 
every  American  citizen.  When  legitimately  expressed  and  duly  as- 
certained, the  will  of  the  majority  must  be  the  imperative  rule  of  civil 
action  for  every  law-abiding  citizen.  The  simple  just  rule  of  action 
has  brought  order  out  of  chaos,  and  by  a  progress  unparalleled  in  the 
history  oi  the  world  has  made  a  few  feeble  infant  colonies  a  giant  con- 
federated republic. 

No  man  conversant  with  the  state  of  affairs  now  in  Kansas  can  close 
his  eyes  to  the  fact  that  much  civil  disturbance  has,  for  a  long  time 

}>ast,  existed  in  the  Territory.     Various  reasons  have  been  assigned 
or  this  unfortunate  condition  of  affairs,  and  numerous  remedies  have 
been  proposed. 
The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  have  ignored  the 
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claims  of  both  gentlemen  claiming  the  legal  right  to  represent  thfe 
people  of  this  Territory  in  that  body.  The  Topeka  constitution,  re- 
cognized by  the  House,  has  been  repudiated  by  the  Senate.  Various 
measures,  each  in  the  opinion  of  its  respective  advocates  suggestive  of 
peace  to  Kansas,  have  been  alternately  proposed  and  rejected.  Men 
outside  of  the  Territory,  in  various  sections  of  the  Union,  influenced  by 
reasons  best  known  to  themselves,  have  endeavored  to  stir  up  internal 
strife,  and  to  array  brother  against  brother. 

In  this  conflict  of  opinion,  and  for  the  promotion  of  the  most  un- 
worthy purposes,  Kansas  is  left  to  suffer,  her  people  to  mourn,  and 
her  prosperity  is  endangered. 

Is  there  no  remedy  for  these  evils  ?  Cannot  the  wounds  of  Kansas 
be  healed,  and  peace  be  restored  to  all  her  borders? 

Men  of  the  north — men  of  the  south — of  the  east  and  of  the  west, 
in  Kansas — you,  and  you  alone,  have  the  remedy  in  your  own  hands. 
Will  you  not  suspend  fratricidal  strife?  Will  you  not  cease  to  regard 
each  other  as  enemies,  and  look  upon  one  another  as  the  children  of 
a  common  mother,  and  come  and  reason  together? 

Let  us  banish  all  outside  influences  from  our  deliberations,  and  as- 
semble around  our  council  board  with  the  Constitution  of  our  country 
and  the  organic  law  of  this  Territory  as  the  great  charts  for  our  guid- 
ance and  direction.  The  bona  fide  inhabitants  of  this  Territory  alone 
are  charged  with  the  solemn  duty  of  enacting  her  laws,  upholding 
her  government,  maintaining  peace,  and  laying  the  foundation  for  a 
future  commonwealth. 

On  this  point  let  there  be  a  perfect  unity  of  sentiment.  It  is  the 
first  great  step  towards  the  attainment  of  peace.  It  will  inspire  con- 
fidence amongst  ourselves,  and  insure  the  respect  of  the  whole  coun- 
try.    Let  us  show  ourselves  worthy  and  capable  of  self-government. 

Do  not  the  inhabitants  of  this  Territory  better  understand  what 
domestic  institutions  are  suited  to  their  condition — what  laws  will  be 
most  conducive  to  their  prosperity  and  happiness — than  the  citizens 
of  distant  or  even  neighboring  States  ?  This  great  right  of  regu- 
lating our  own  affairs  and  attending  to  our  own  business  without  any 
interference  from  others  has  been  guarantied  to  us  by  the  law  which 
Congress  has  made  for  the  organization  of  this  Territory.  This  right 
of  self-government — this  privilege  guarantied  to  us  by  the  organic 
law  of  our  Territory — I  will  uphold  with  all  my  might  and  with  the 
entire  power  committed  to  me. 

In  relation  to  any  changes  of  the  laws  of  the  Territory  which  I  may 
deem  desirable  I  have  no  occasion  now  to  speak  ;  but  these  are  sub- 
jects to  which  I  will  direct  public  attention  at  the  proper  time. 

The  territory  of  the  United  States  is  the  common  property  of  the 
several  States,  or  of  the  people  thereof.  This  being  so,  no  obstacle 
should,  be  interposed  to  the  free  settlement  of  this  common  property 
while  in  a  territorial  condition. 

I  cheerfully  admit  that  the  people  of  this  Territory,  under  the 
organic  act,  have  the  absolute  right  of  making  their  municipal  laws  ; 
and  from  citizens  who  deem  themselves  aggrieved  by  recent  legisla- 
tion I  would  invoke  the  utmost  forbearance,  and  point  out  to  them 
a  sure  and  peaceable  remedy.     You  have  the  right  to  ask  the  next 
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legislature  to  revise  any  and  all  laws  ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  as  you 
value  the  peace  of  the  Territory  and  the  maintenance  of  future  laws, 
I  would  earnestly  ask  you  to  refrain  from  all  violations  of  the  present 
statutes. 

I  am  sure  there  is  patriotism  sufficient  in  the  people  of  Kansas  £o 
lend  a  willing  obedience  to  law.  All  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  must  be  sacredly  observed — all  the  acts  of 
Congress  having  reference  to  this  Territory  must  be  unhesitatingly 
obeyed,  and  the  decisions  of  our  courts  respected.  It  will  be  my 
imperative  duty  to  see  that  these  suggestion  are  carried  into  effect. 
In  my  official  action  here  I  will  do  justice  at  all  hazards.  Influenced 
by  no  other  considerations  than  the  welfare  of  the  whole  people  of 
this  Territory,  I  desire  to  know  no  party,  no  section,  no  north,  no 
south,  no  east,  no  west ;  nothing  but  Kansas  and  my  country. 

Fully  conscious  of  my  great  responsibilities  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  things  in  Kansas,  I  must  invoke  your  aid  and  solicit  your 
generous  forbearance.  Your  executive  officer  can  do  little  without 
the  aid  of  the  people.  With  a  firm  reliance  upon  Divine  Providence, 
to  the  best  of  my  ability  I  shall  promote  the  interests  of  the  citizens 
of  the  Territory,  not  merely  collectively,  but  individually  ;  and  I 
shall  expect  from  them  in  return  that  cordial  aid  and  support  with- 
out which  the  government  of  no  State  or  Territory  can  be  admin- 
istered with  beneficent  effect. 

Let  us  all  begin  anew.  Let  the  past  be  buried  in  oblivion.  Let 
all  strife  and  bitterness  cease.  Let  us  all  honestly  devote  ourselves 
to  the  true  interests  of  Kansas  ;  develop  her  rich  agricultural  and 
mineral  resources  ;  build  up  manufacturing  enterprises  ;  make  public 
roads  and  highways  ;  prepare  amply  for  the  education  of  our  children  ; 
devote  ourselves  to  all  the  arts  of  peace,  and  make  our  Territory  the 
sanctuary  of  those  cherished  principles  which  protect  the  inalienable 
rights  of  the  individual,  and  elevate  States  in  their  sovereign  ca- 
pacities. 

Then  shall  peaceful  industry  soon  be  restored ;  population  and 
wealth  will  flow  upon  us  ;  "  the  desert  will  blosom  as  the  rose,"  and 
the  State  of  Kansas  will  soon  be  admitted  into  the  Union  the  peer  and 
the  pride  of  her  elder  sisters. 

JOHN  W.  GEARY. 


PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas  a  large  number  of  volunteer  militia  have  been  called  into 
the  service  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  by  authority  of  the  late  acting 
governor,  for  the  maintenance  of  order,  many  of  whom  have  been 
taken  from  their  occupations  or  business,  and  deprived  of  their  ordi- 
nary means  of  support  and  of  their  domestic  enjoyments  ; 

And  whereas  the  employment  of  militia  is  not  authorized  by  my 
instructions  from  the  general  government,  except  upon  requisition  of 
the  commander  of  the  military  department  in  which  Kansas  is  em- 
braced ;  and 
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Whereas  an  authorized  regular  force  has  been  placed  at  my  dis- 
posal sufficient  to  insure  the  execution  of  the  laws  that  may  be  ob- 
structed by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the 
ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings  :  now 

Therefore,  I,  John  W.  Geary,  governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas, 
do*  issue  this  my  proclamation,  declaring  that  the  services  of  such 
volunteer  militia  are  no  longer  required  ;  and  hereby  order  that  they 
be  immediately  discharged.  The  secretary  and  the  adjutant  general 
of  the  Territory  will  muster  out  of  service  each  command  at  its  place 
of  rendezvous. 

And  I  command  all  bodies  of  men,  combined,  armed,  and  equipped 
with  munitions  of  war,  without  authority  of  the  government,  instantly 
to  disband  or  quit  the  Territory,  as  they  will  answer  the  country  at 
their  peril. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 
seal  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas.      Done  at  Lecompton  this 
[seal.]  eleventh  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 

Governor  of  Kansas. 
By  the  Governor : 

Daniel  Woodson,  Secretary. 


PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  is  the  true  policy  of  every  State  or  Territory  to  be  pre- 
pared for  any  emergency  that  may  arise  from  internal  dissension  or 
foreign  invasion : 

Therefore,  I,  John  W.  Geary,  governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas, 
do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  ordering  all  free  male  citizens,  quali- 
fied to  bear  arms,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years, 
to  enrol  themselves  in  accordance  with  the  act  to  organize  the  militia 
of  the  Territory,  that  they  may  be  completely  organized  by  companies, 
regiments,  brigades,  or  divisions,  and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
be  mustered,  by  my  order,  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  upon 
the  requisition  of  the  commander  of  the  military  department  in  which 
Kansas  is  embraced,  for  the  suppression  of  all  combinations  to  resist 
the  laws,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  public  order  and  civil  govern- 
ment. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  the  seal  of 
the  Territory  of  Kansas.     Done  at  Lecompton  this  eleventh 
[seal.]   day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-six. 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 

Governor  of  Kansas. 
By  the  Governor: 

Daniel  Woodson,  Secretary. 
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ADJUTANT  GENERAL'S  ORDER. 


Lecompton,  September  11,  1856. 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  proclamation,  the  commanding 
officers  will  take  notice,  and  in  compliance  therewith  report  their  en- 
rolments and  organization  to  me  at  the  office  in  Tecumseh,  on  or  he- 
fore  the  first  day  of  October  next. 
By  order  of  the  governor : 

H.  I.  STRICKLER, 

Adjutant  General. 


Requisition  for  a  safeguard. 

Executive  Office,  Lecomkton,  K.  T., 

September  11,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  desirous  of  obtaining  a  horse  from  your  depart- 
ment to  send  an  agent  to  Lawrence  to-morrow,  on  special  business ; 
also,  that  you  will  furnish  a  non-commissioned  officer  to  go  with  him 
as  a  safeguard.     Your  compliance  will  much  oblige 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY. 
Colonel  P.  St.  George  Cooke,  U.  S.  army, 

commanding  near  Lecompton. 


Mr.  Geary  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

Executive  Office,  Lecompton,  K.  T., 

September  12,  1856. 

Sir :  I  arrived  here  late  on  the  night  of  the  10th  instant,  having 
crossed  from  Fort  Leavenworth  with  an  escort  furnished  by  General 
Smith.  On  the  road  I  witnessed  numerous  evidences  of  the  atrocities 
that  are  being  committed  by  the  bands  of  marauders  that  infest  the 
country.  In  this  place  everything  is  quiet,  which  is  attributable  to 
the  presence  of  a  large  force  of  United  States  troops. 

The  trial  of  the  United  States  prisoners  was  to  nave  taken  place  on 
the  day  of  my  arrival ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  dis- 
trict attorney,  and  the  non-appearance  of  witnesses,  it  was  deferred 
until  the  next  regular  term  of  the  court,  Judge  Lecompte  admitting 
the  prisoners  to  bail  in  the  sura  of  five  thousand  dollars  each.  They 
departed  on  the  same  day  for  Lawrence,  where  Lane  still  continues  in 
force. 

Accompanying  this,  you  will  find  printed  copies  of  my  inaugural 
address,  and  my  first  proclamations,  which  will  exhibit  the  policy  I 
have  thus  far  thought  proper  to  pursue.  I  have  determined  to  dis- 
miss the  present  organized  militia,  after  consultation  with,  and  by  ad- 
vice of  General  Smith,  and  for  the  reasons  that  they  are  net  enrolled 
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in  accordance  with  the  laws — that  many  of  them  are  not  citizens  of 
the  Territory — that  some  of  them  were  committing  outrages  under 
pretence  of  serving  the  public — and  that  they  were  unquestionably 
perpetrating,  rather  than  diminishing  the  troubles  with  which  the 
Territory  is  agitated. 

I  have  also,  as  you  will  see,  taken  the  proper  steps  to  enrol  the 
militia  of  the  Territory,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  assembly,  and  to  your 
instructions  of  September  2.  I  trust  that  the  militia,  thus  organized, 
may  be  rendered  serviceable  to  the  government.  It  is  probable,  also, 
that  these  proclamations  may  have  the  tendency  to  disband  the  Free- 
State  organization  at  Lawrence. 

Nothing  of  material  importance  has  occurred,  or  come  under  my 
notice,  since  I  last  addressed  you.  I  shall  continue  to  keep  you  ap- 
prised of  all  matters  that  I  may  deem  of  sufficient  interest  to  commu- 
nicate. 

As  there  is  no  telegraphic  communication  nearer  than  Boonville,  I 
am  compelled  to  trust  my  despatches  to  the  mails,  which  are  now,  in 
this  region,  somewhat  uncertain. 

Most  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEABY. 

Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy,  Secretary  of  State. 

At  an  early  hour  this  morning  the  following  order  was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  adjutant  general  of  the  Territory  ; 

Order  to  the  adjutant  general. 

Executive  Department,  Lecompton, 

Kansas  Territory,  September  12,  1856. 

Dear  Sir:  You  will  proceed,  without  a  moment's  delay,  to  disarm 
and  disband  the  present  organized  militia  of  the  Territory,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  instructions  of  the  President  and  the  proclamations 
•which  I  have  issued,  copies  of  which  you  will  find  enclosed. 

You  will  also  take  care  to  have  the  arms  belonging  to  the  Territory 
deposited  in  a  place  of  safety  and  under  proper  accountability. 

Yours,  &c, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Adjutant  General  H.  J.  Strickler. 

By  the  governor : 

Daniel  Woodson,  Secretary. 

The  following  order  to  take  charge  of  the  territorial  arms  in 
possession  of  the  militia  was  at  the  same  time  communicated  to  the 
inspector  general : 

Order  to  the  inspector  general. 

Executive  Department,  Lecompton, 

Kansas  Territory,  September  12,  1856. 

Sir  :  You  will  take  charge  of  the  arms  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas 
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now  in  the  hands  of  the  militia  about  to  be  disbanded  and  mustered 
out  of  the  service  by  the  adjutant  general. 

Yon  will  also  carefully  preserve  the  same  agreeably  to  the  13th 
section  of  the  act  of  assembly,  to  organize,  discipline,  and  govern  the 
militia  of  the  Territory. 

Yours,  &c,  JOHN  W.  GEARY, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Inspector  General  Thomas  J.  B.  Cramer. 

By  the  governor :  Daniel  Woodson,  Secretary. 

At  11£  o'clock  at  night,  a  special  messenger  arrived  from  General 
Heiskell,  one  of  the  commanders  of  the  territorial  militia,  with  the 
following  despatch: 

Despatch  from  General  HeiskeU. 

Headquarters,  Mission  Creek, 
Kansas  Territory ,  September  1 1,  1856. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  call  of  acting  Governor  Woodson,  I  have 
organised  a  militia  force  of  about  800  men,  who  are  now  in  the  field 
ready  for  duty  and  impatient  to  act.  Hearing  of  your  arrival,  I  beg 
leave  to  report  them  to  you  for  orders. 

Any  communication  forwarded  to  us  will  find  us  encamped  at  or 
near  this  point. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  A.  HEISKELL, 
Brigadier  General,  commanding  1st  brigade, 

Southern  Division  Kansas  Militia. 
To  his  excellency  J.  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
By  order :  H.  Maclean,  Adjutant. 

September  13,  1856. — A  second  messenger  arrived  this  morning  at 
1£  o'clock,  two  hours  subsequent  to  the  above,  bearing  the  following : 

Despatch  from  General  Heiskell. 

HEADQUARTEE8,   MlBSION  CAMP, 

September  12,  1856. 

Sib  :  Yesterday  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  command  of 
Kansas  militia,  then  about  800  strong,  which  was  despatched  via 
Leavenworth.  In  case  it  may  not  have  reached  you,  I  now  report 
1,000  men  as  territorial  militia,  called  into  the  field  by  proclamation 
of  acting  governor  Woodson,  and  subject  to  your  orders. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  A.  HEISKELL, 

Brigadier  General,  commanding 
1st  brigade.  Southern  Division  Kansas  Militia. 
To  his  excellency  J.  W.  Gbaby, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory: 

By  order :  H.  Maclean,  Acfjutant. 
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The  following  answer  was  returned  to  General  Heiskell,  by  the 
messenger  who  brought  the  foregoing  despatch : 

Letter  to  General  Heiskell. 

Exboutivb  Office,  Lecompton,  Kansas  Territory, 

September  13,  1856, 11  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  first  and  second  despatches  have  been  received.     I 

will  communicate  with  you  through  the  person  of  either  the  Secretary 

of  the  Territory  or  the  Adjutant  General,  as  soon  as  he  can  reach 

your  camp,  he  starting  from  this  place  at  an  early  hour  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas. 
Brigadier  General  William  A.  Hkiskell, 

1st  Brigade,  Southern  Division  Kansas  Militia. 

The  following  letter  was  received  early  this  morning.  The  books 
to  which*  reference  is  made  also  came  to  hand,  and  their  receipt  im- 
mediately, acknowledged : 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  D.  G.9  August  30,  1856. 

Sir  :  The  12th  volume,  part  1,  Executive  Documents,  2d  session 
33d  Congress,  and  the  14th  volume,  part  1,  Senate  Documents,  of  the 
same  session,  have  this  day  been  deposited  in  the  post  office  in  this 
city,  directed  to  you,  the  receipt  of  which  you  will  please  acknowledge. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  THOMAS, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
The  Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 


Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  13,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  day  received  the  12th  volume,  part  1,  Executive 
Documents,  2d  session  33d  Congress,  and  the  14th  volume,  part  1, 
Senate  Documents,  of  the  same  session,  forwarded  by  you  from  the 
Department  of  State  at  Washington  city. 

Yours,  truly, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Rumors  having  reached  Lecomptoo  that  the  citizens  of  Lawrence 
were  in  danger  of  an  attack  from  a  large  body  of  armed  men,  Mr. 
Theodore  Adams  was  despatched  to  that  city  as  an  especial  agent,  to 
ascertain  the  facts  and  to  report  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
The  following  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  Adams  early 
this  morning,  about  one  o'clock: 
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Letter  from  Mr.  Adams. 

Lawrence,  September  12,  1856. 

Sib  :  I  arrived  here  a  few  moments  ago,  and  distributed  the  address 
and  proclamations,  and  found  the  people  preparing  to  repel  a  con* 
templated  attack  from  the  forces  coming  from  Missouri. 

Reports  are  well  authenticated,  in  the  opinion  of  the  best  men  here, 
that  there  is  within  six  miles  of  this  place  a  large  number  of  men. 
Three  hundred  have  been  seen.     As  you  have  been  well  informed  of 
the  contemplated  attack  to-morrow,  I  think  the  report  can  be  relied 
upon. 

They  say  if  a  sufficient  protection  be  given  them,  they  will  disband 
on  the  spot. 

They  say  you  will  not  think  hard  of  them  for  not  disbanding  to- 
morrow, with  so  formidable  a  force  marching  against  them.  I  said 
certainly  you  would  not. 

At  this  moment  one  of  the  scouts  came  in,  and  reports  the  forces 
marching  against  them  at  Franklin,  three  miles  off,  and  all  have 
flown  to  their  arms,  to  meet  them.  I  have  concluded  to  send  this  to 
you  at  once.  I  hope  that  you  will  come  on  yourself,  as  the  people 
want  much  to  see  you.  I  will  make  no  suggestions,  but  I  think 
action  is  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEODORE  ADAMS. 

His  excellency  Johv  W.  Geary, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  foregoing  letter,  a  requisition  as  follows,,  wm 
immediately  made  upon  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cooke,  commanding  th* 
United  States  troops  stationed  near  Lecompton : 

Requisition  for  United  States  troops. 

Executive  Department,  Lecompton,  EL  T:, 
\\  o'dock  a.  m.}  September  13,  1866. 

Dear  8ir  :  The  accompanying  despatch,  just  received  from  Law- 
rence, gives  sufficient  reason  to  believe  that  trouble  of  a  serious 
character  is  likely  to  take  place  there.  Mr.  Adams,  the  writer  of  the 
despatch,  is  the  special  agent  whom  I  sent  down  last  evening  to  ascer- 
tain the  state  of  affairs. 

I  think  that  you  had  better  send  immediately  to  Lawrence  a  foro* 
sufficient  to  prevent  bloodshed,  as  it  is  my  orders  ftom  the  President 
to  use  every  possible  means  to  prevent  collisions  between  belligerent 
forces.  If  desirable,  I  will  accompany  the  troops  myself,  and  ehouM 
be  glad  to  have  you  go  along. 

Truly  yours,  &c. 

JOBS  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of,  Kansas  Territory* 
Col.  P.  St.  George  Cooke. 
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This  requisition  instantly  met  the  concurrence  of  Colonel  Cooke, 
who,  at  about  2£  o'clock  a.  m.,  with  about  three  hundred  mounted 
men,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery,  accompanied  by  the  governor,  pro- 
ceeded to  Lawrence,  reaching  that  town  at  early  sunrise.  Here  all 
was  quiet — no  enemy  having  made  its  appearance.  The  citizens 
speedily  assembled,  and  listened  with  marked  approbation  to  an 
address  from  the  governor,  whom  they  cordially  cheered.  In  the 
afternoon  he  returned  with  Colonel  Cooke  and  his  command  to  Le- 
csmpton. 

September  14,  1856. — At  this  date  numerous  complaints  were  made 
at  the  executive  office  of  outrages  that  were  being  committed  upon  the 
settlers  in  the  surrounding  country  by  armed  bands  of  mounted  men. 
Among  the  complainants  was  Mr.  W.  F.  Dyer,  who  presented  the 
following  affidavit: 

Territory  of  Kansas, 
Douglas  county. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  justice  in  and  for  Douglas  county, 
Kansas  Territory,  William  F.  Dyer,  and  being  duly  sworn,  says : 
That  Colonel  Whipple,  at  the  head  of  a  hundred  or  more  men,  among 
whom  were  J.  Ritchie,  Ephraim  Barnter,  J.  0.  B.  Dunning,  Captain 
Jamison,  and  others  not  known  to  him,  did,  on  Monday,  September 
8,  1856,  rob  him  of  six  head  of  horses  and  mules,  and  various  articles 
of  merchandise,  amounting  in  value  to  more  than  a  thousand  dollars ; 
and  on  Tuesday  following,  it  being  the  9th  of  September,  1856,  the 
same  men  robbed  him  of  various  articles  of  merchandise,  amounting 
in  value  to  over  three  thousand  dollars ;  and  that  this  day,  it  being 
Saturday,  September  13, 1856,  the  same  men  were  assembled  at  Osaw- 
kee,  about  eight  o'clock,  a.  m. ,  as  he  believed,  for  the  purpose  of  burn- 
ing and  robbing  the  town  and  country  round  about,  and  attacking  the 
town  of  Hardtville  this  evening. 

W.  F.  DYER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  this  13th  day  of  September,  1856,  before  me. 

R.  R.  NELSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  facts  above  narrated  being  confirmed  by  reliable  witnesses,  a 
despatch  was  immediately  forwarded  to  Colonel  Cooke  for  troops  to 
visit  the  neighborhood  designated  in  the  affidavit. 

Requisition  for  troops. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  14,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  will  perceive,  by  the  accompanying  affidavit,  and 
from  verbal  statements  that  will  be  made  to  you  by  Dr.  Tebbs,  who 
will  accompany  the  bearer  of  this,  that  a  desperate  state  of  affairs  is 
now  existing  at  Osawkee  and  its  vicinity,  which  seems  to  require  some 
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action  at  our  hands.  I  strongly  recommend  that  you  send  a  force, 
such  as  you  can  conveniently  spare,  to  visit  that  neighborhood  at  the 
earliest  moment.  If  such  a  force  cannot  succeed  in  arresting  the  per- 
petrators of  the  outrages  already  committed,  and  of  which  complaint 
has  been  made  in  due  form,  it  may,  at  least,  tend  to  disperse  and 
drive  off  the  band  or  bands  of  marauders  who  are  threatening  the 
lives  and  property  of  peaceable  citizens. 

A  deputy  marshal  will  accompany  such  troops  as  you  may  judge 
expedient  to  detail  on  this  service. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Col.  P.  Sr.  G.  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  8.  troops. 

In  compliance  with  the  foregoing,  a  squadron  of  dragoons  was  de- 
tailed for  the  desired  service,  which,  under  command  of  Captain 
Wood,  left  Lecompton  about  six  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  adjutant  general  of  the  Territory  announced  his  intention  to 
proceed  this  day  to  the  encampment  of  the  territorial  militia,  to  execute 
nis  order  to  disband  them,  and  requested  an  escort  for  that  purpose. 
The  following  was  forthwith  transmitted  to  Colonel  Cooke. 

Requisition  for  an  escort. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.9  September  14,  1866. 

Dear  Sib  :  The  adjutant  general  of  the  Territory  is  about  to  proceed 
to  disband  the  volunteer  troops.  At  this  late  hour  he  has  informed 
me  that  he  must  have  an  escort  of  two  soldiers  to  accompany  him. 
If  you  can  let  him  have  them,  you  will  order  them  to  report  to  me  at 
once. 

The  escort  is  also  intended  to  accompany  the  secretary  of  the  Terri- 
tory and  my  especial  agent,  Mr.  Adams.  They  will  first  proceed  to 
disband  the  forces  that  are  now  reported  to  be  marching  towards  Law- 
rence. 

Yours,  truly, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Col.  Philip  St.  George  Cooke. 

Accordingly  an  escort  was  furnished,  and  Secretary  Woodson,  Gen* 
eral  Strickler,  and  Mr.  Theodore  Adams  proceeded,  at  about  three 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  for  Lawrence.  On  arriving  at  that  place,  they  found 
it  threatened  with  an  assault  from  Generals  Beid,  Heiskell,  Atchison, 
Stringfellow,  Richardson,  and  others,  in  command  of  about  twenty- 
seven  hundred  men,  who  had  been  enrolled  as  territorial  militia, 
agreeably  to  a  proclamation  of  the  late  acting  governor  Woodson,  thf 
main  body  of  which  were  then  encamped  on  the  Wakarusa  river.  An 
advanced  party  had  taken  possession  of  Franklin,  three  miles  from 
Lawrence. 
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Messus.  Woodson,  Strickler,  and  Adams  hastened  to  the  enoamp- 
ment  on  the  Wakarusa.  Mr.  Adams  having  ascertained  the  precise 
condition  of  things,  soon  returned  to  Lawrence  and  despatched  the 
following  letter!  which  reached  Lecompton  at  3  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  15th : 

despatch  from  jawrehce. 

Lawkencb, 
12  o'clock,  September  14,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  went,  as  directed,  to  the  camp  of  the  militia,  and  found  at  the 
town  of  Franklin,  three  miles  from  this  place,  encamped  three  hun- 
dred men,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery.  One  mile  to  the  right,  on  the 
Wakarusa,  I  found  a  very  large  encampment  of  three  hundred  tents 
and  wagons.  They  claim  to  have  two  thousand  five  hundred  men  ; 
and  from  the  appearance  of  the  camp,  I  have  no  doubt  they  have  that 
number. 

General  Reid  is  in  command.  I  saw  and  was  introduced  to  General 
Atchison,  Colonel  Titus,  Sheriff  Jones,  General  Richardson,  &c. 
The  proclamations  were  distributed. 

Secretary  Woodson  and  General  Strickler  had  not,  up  to  the  time 
I  left,  delivered  their  orders,  but  were  about  doing  so  as  soon  as  they 
could  get  the  officers  together.  The  outposts  of  both  parties  were 
fighting  about  an  hour  before  sunset;  one  man  killed  of  the  militia, 
and  one  house  burned  at  Franklin.  There  were  but  few  people  at 
Lawrence,  most  of  them  having  gone  to  their  homes  after  your  visit 
here. 

I  reported  these  fects  to  the  officers  in  command  here,  and  your 
prompt  action  has  undoubtedly  been  the  means  of  saving  the  loss  of 
blood  and  valuable  property. 

Secretary  Woodson  thought  you  had  better  come  with  the  militia 
on  to  the  camp  as  soon  as  you  can.  I  think  a  prompt  visit  would 
have  a  good  effect.  I  will  see  you  as  you  come  this  way,  and  com- 
municate with  you  more  fully. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEODORE  ADAMS. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Geary,  K.  T. 

Soon  after  the  departure  from  Lecompton  of  Secretary  Woodson  and 
his  party,  several  messengers  arrived  from  Lawrence,  with  intelligence 
similar  to  that  contained  in  the  foregoing  letter,  and  soliciting  the 
interference  of  the  executive  for  the  protection  of  the  citizens.  Being 
satisfied  that  there  was  sufficient  reason  for  alarm  and  for  prompt  and 
efficient  action,  the  governor  forwarded  the  following  order  to  the 
Military  encampment : 

ORDER  TO  COLONEL  COOKE. 

Dear  Sir  :  Proceed  at  all  speed  with  your  command  to  Lawrence, 
and  prevent  a  collision,  if  possible ;  and  leave  a  portion  of  your  troops 
there  for  that  purpose. 

Yours,  &c,  JNO.  W.  GEABT, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Colonel  P.  St.  G.  Coon. 


(  Colonel  Cooke  immediately  marched  with  about  three  hundred 
\  mounted  men  and  a  battery  of  light  artillery,  and  arrived  at  Lawrence 
D     early  in  the  evening,  finding  affairs  precisely  as  described  above. 
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September  15, 1856. — Early  this  morning  the  governor  proceeded 
to  the  encampment  on  the  Wakarusa.  Here  he  found  twenty-seveA 
hundred  men,  well  armed  and  accoutred,  with. all  the  customary 
munitions  of  war,  embracing  a  number  of  cannon.  These  were  the 
territorial  militia.  They  were  highly  excited,  and  so  eager  and  im- 
patient for  an  assault  upon  Lawrence  that  it  was  with  difficulty  they 
could  be  restrained. 

The  governor  convened  A  council  of  the  officers,  whom  he  addresfr- 
td  at  considerable  length,  enjoining  the  duty  of  obedience  to  the  lawi 
and  to  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
demanding  compliance  with  his  proclamation;  ordering  all  armed 
bodies  of  men,  excepting  the  troops  regularly  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  to  disband  and  disarm.  This  was  finally 
agreed  to,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  troops  separated  and  proceeded  to 
depart  for  their  respective  homes ;  but  not  without  some  murmurs  of 
disappointment  ana  dissatisfaction.  The  government  forces  returned 
to  their  encampment  near  Lecompton  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
16th,  leaving  Lawrence  perfectly  safe  and  quiet. 

Capture  of  one  hundred  and  one  prisoners. 

The  squadron  of  dragoons  under  command  of  Captain  Wood,  after 
fording  the  river  at  Lecompton,  took  up  their  line  of  march  toward 
Hickory  Point,  about  7  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  14th.  When 
within  about  five  miles  of  the  latter  named  place,  they  met  a  party  of 
twenty-five  men,  with  wagons,  &c.  With  them  was  a  wounded  man, 
then  under  the  care  of  a  surgeon.  Upon  examination,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  these  were  a  portion  of  a  large  force  that  had  left  Law- 
rence on  the  day  before,  under  the  command  of  one  Harvey,  and  be- 
longing to  Lane's  " Army  of  the  North."  These  men  were  taken 
prisoners,  and  the  troops  resumed  their  march. 

About  one  mile  from  Hickory  Point  a  still  larger  party  was  dis- 
covered encamped  upon  the  prairie.  This  was  surprised  about  mid- 
night, and  most  of  those  comprising  it  captured  without  resistance. 

This  was  the  main  body  of  the  command  of  Harvey,  who  was  ab- 
sent when  the  United  States  troops  appeared. 

This  party  had  left  Lawrence  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  making 
an  attack  upon  the  settlers  at  and  about  Hickory  Point,  who,  hearing 
of  their  approach,  had  taken  refuge  in  three  log  houses.  An  assault 
was  commenced  upon  these  houses  at  11  o'clock,  a.  m.  on  Sunday, 
the  14th  inst.,  afid  continued  until  5  o'clock  p.  m.  A  brass  four- 
pounder  was  chiefly  used  in  the  assault,  the  parties  keeping  at  too 
great  a  distance  to  employ  small  arms  to  any  advantage.    In  this 
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battle,  which,  lasted  six  hours,  one  man  was  killed  of  the  party  at- 
tacked, and  another  severely  wounded.  The  assailants  had  six  men 
wounded,  neither  of  them  dangerously. 

Soon  after  the  troops  had  secured  their  prisoners  and  had  proceeded 
a  short  distance  on  their  homeward  march,  a  fatal  accident  resulted 
from  a  misunderstanding.  A  man  named  Grayson,  who  had  assisted 
in  guiding  the  United  States  troops,  attempted  to  pass  the  outer 
guard 8,  by  whom  he  was  hailed  and  ordered  to  stop.  The  night  be- 
ing dark,  he  mistook  the  soldiers  for  enemies,  and  fired  upon  them, 
wounding  one  man  in  the  shoulder.  This  fire  was  returned  from  one 
of  the  guards,  which  took  effect  in  his  breast,  killing  him  instantly. 
Captain  Wood  returned  to  Lecompton  at  six  o'clock  this  morning, 
bringing  with  him  one  hundred  and  one  prisoners,  a  brass  cannon, 
seven  wagons,  and  a  large  quantity  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war. 
The  prisoners  were  conveyed  to  the  encampment  of  the  United  States 
troops,  where  they  will  be  detained  until  they  can  have  an  examina- 
tion before  a  legally  constituted  civil  tribunal. 

September  16,  1856. — The  following  despatch  was  telegraphed  from 
Washington  to  St.  Louis,  and  forwarded  thence  by  railroad,  steam- 
boat, and  stage  coach,  to  Lecompton,  where  it  was  received  late  this 
evening : 

DESPATCH  FROM  THE  SBCBETARY  07  SIATB. 
[Dated  Washington,  Sept.  9,  1866.] 

St.  Louis,  September  10,  1856. 

I  presume  the  orders  sent  hy  Colonel  Emory  on  the  3d  instant, 
have  already  reached  you.  If  the  militia  which  those  orders  made 
subject  to  the  requisition  of  General  Smith  are  not  sufficient  for  the 
emergency,  notify  me  hy  telegraph.  The  insurrectionary  invasions  of 
the  Territory  by  way  of  Nebraska,  and  the  subsequent  hostile  attacks 
on  the  post  office  at  Franklin,  and  on  the  dwellings  of  Titus  and  of 
Clark,  seem  to  have  stimulated  to  unlawful  acts  of  the  same  character 
on  the  borders  of  Missouri.  The  President  expects  you  to  maintain 
the  public  peace,  and  bring  to  punishment  all  acts  of  violence  and 
disorder  by  whomsoever  perpetrated,  and  on  whatever  pretext ;  and  he 
relies  on  your  energy  and  discretion,  and  the  approved  capacity,  de- 
cision, and  coolness  of  character  of  General  Smith,  to  prevent  or  sup- 
press all  attempts  to  kindle  civil  war  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  A 
communication  on  the  same  subject  has  this  day  been  telegraphed  to 
General  Smith  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  positive  directions  that 
no  parties  or  bodies  of  armed  men  sball  be  allowed  to  carry  on  mili- 
tary operations  in  the  Territory,  save  such  persons  as  are  enrolled  by 
him  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

W.  L.  MARCT, 

Secretary  of  State. 

To  John  W.  Gsabt. 
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The  following  was  this  day  despatched  to  Washington  by  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Theodore  Adams: 

Governor  Geary  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  16,  1856. 

Sir  :  My  last  despatch  was  dated  the  12th  instant,  in  which  I  gave 
yon  a  statement  of  my  operations  to  that  date.  Since  then,  I  have 
had  business  of  the  deepest  importance  to  occupy  every  moment  of  my 
attention,  and  to  require  the  most  constant  watchfulness  and  untiring 
energy.  Indeed,  so  absolutely  occupied  is  all  my  time,  that  I  scarcely 
have  a  minute  to  devote  to  the  duty  of  keeping  you  apprized  of  the 
true  condition  of  this  Territory.  I  have  this  instant  returned  from  an 
expedition  to  Lawrence  and  the  vicinity,  and  am  preparing  to  depart 
almost  immediately  for  other  sections  of  the  Territory,  where  my 
presence  is  demanded. 

After  having  issued  my  address  and  proclamations  in  this  city, 
copies  of  which  have  been  forwarded  to  you,  I  sent  them  with  a  special 
messenger  to  Lawrence,  twelve  miles  to  the  eastward,  where  they  were 
made  known  to  the  citizens  on  the  12th  instant.  The  people  of  that 
place  were  alarmed  with  a  report  that  a  large  body  of  armed  men, 
called  out  by  the  proclamation  of  the  late  Acting  Governor  Woodson, 
were  threatening  them  with  an  attack,  and  they  were  making  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  resistance.  So  well  authenticated  seemed 
their  information,  that  my  agent  forwarded  an  express  by  a  United 
States  trooper,  announcing  the  fact,  and  calling  upon  me  to  use  my 
power  to  prevent  the  impending  calamity.  This  express  reached  me 
at  1£  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant.  I  immediately 
made  a  requisition  upon  Colonel  Cooke,  commander  of  the  United  States 
forces,  stationed  at  this  place,  for  as  many  troops  as  could  be  made 
available,  and  in  about  an  hour  was  on  my  way  towards  Lawrence 
with  three  hundred  mounted  men,  including  a  battery  of  light  artillery. 

On  arriving  at  Lawrence,  we  found  the  danger  had  been  exagge- 
rated, and  that  there  was  no  immediate  danger  for  the  intervention  of 
the  military.  The  moral  effect  of  our  presence,  however,  was  of  great 
avail.  The  citizens  were  satisfied  that  the  government  was  dis- 
posed to  render  them  all  needed  protection,  and  I  received  from  them 
the  assurance  that  they  would  conduct  themselves  as  law-abiding  and 
peace-loving  men.  They  voluntarily  offered  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  enrol  themselves  as  territorial  militia,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  my  proclamation.  I  returned  the  same  day  with  the  troops, 
well  satisfied  with  the  result  of  my  mission. 

During  Saturday,  the  13th  instant,  I  remained  at  my  office,  which 
was  constantly  thronged  with  men  uttering  complaints  concerning 
outrages  that  had  been  and  were  being  committed  upon  their  persons 
and  property.  These  complaints  came  in  from  every  direction,  and 
were  made  by  the  advocates  of  all  the  conflicting  political  sentiments 
with  which  the  Territory  has  been  agitated ;  and  they  exhibited  clearly 
l  moral  condition  of  affairs  too  lamentable  for  any  language  adequately 
to  describe. 


106  AW1TOAL   SfEttAGK 

The  whole  country  was  evidently  infested  with  armed  bands  of  mar 
rauders,  who  set  all  law  at  defiance,  and  travelled  from  place  to  place, 
assailing  villages,  sacking  and  bnrning  houses,  destroying  crops,  mal- 
treating women  and  children,  driving  off  and  stealing  cattle  and 
horses,  and  murdering  harmless  men  in  their  own  dwellings,  and  on 
the  public  highways.  Many  of  these  grievances  needed  immediate 
redress ;  but  unfortunately  the  law  was  a  dead  letter,  no  magistrate 
or  judge  being  at  hand  to  take  an  affidavit  or  issue  a  process,  and  no 
marshal  or  sheriff  to  be  found,  even  had  the  judges  been  present  to 
prepare  them  to  execute  the  same. 

The  next  day  (Sunday)  matters  grew  worse  and  worse.  The  moat 
positive  evidence  reached  me  that  a  large  body  of  armed  and  mounted 
men  were  devastating  the  neighborhood,  of  Osawkee  and  Hardtville, 
commonly  called  "Hickory  Point."  Being  well  convinced  of  this 
fact,  I  determined  to  act  upon  my  own  responsibility,  and  immediately 
issued  an  order  to  Colonel  Cooke  for  a  detachment  of  his  forces  to  visit 
the  scene  of  disturbance.  In  answer  to  this  requisition,  a  squadron  of 
eighty-one  men  was  detached,  consisting  of  companies  C  and  H,  1st 
cavalry,  Captains  Wood  and  Newby,  the  whole  under  command  of 
Captain  Wood.  This  detachment  left  the  camp  at  2  o'clock,  p.  m., 
with  instructions  to  proceed  to  Osawkee  and  Hickory  Point — the  former 
twelve,  and  the  latter  eighteen  miles  to  the  northward  of  Lecompton. 
It  was  accompanied  by  a  deputy  marshal. 

In  consequence  of  the  want  of  proper  facilities  for  crossing  tho 
Kansas  river,  it  was  late  in  the  evening  before  the  force  could  march. 
After  having  proceeded  about  six  miles,  intelligence  was  brought  to 
Captain  Wood  that  a  large  party  of  men,  under  command  of  a  person 
named  Harvey,  had  come  over  from  Lawrence,  and  made  an  attack 
upon  a  log  house  at  Hickory  Point,  in  which  a  number  of  the  settlers  had 
taken  refuge.  This  assault  commenced  about  11  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  continued  six  hours.  The  attacking  party  had  charge  of  a 
brass  six-pounder,  the  same  that  was  taken  by  Colonel  Doniphan  at 
the  battle  of  Sacramento.  This  piece  had  been  freely  used  in  the 
assault,  but  without  effecting  any  material  damage ;  as  far  as  has  yet 
been  ascertained,  but  one  man  was  killed,  and  some  half-dozen 
wounded. 

About  11  o'clock  in  the  evening  Captain  Wood's  command  met  a 
party  of  twenty-five  men  with  three  wagons,  one  of  which  contained 
S  wounded  man.  These  he  ascertained  to  be  a  portion  of  Harvey's 
forces  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  assault  at  Hickory  Point,  and 
who  were  returning  to  Lawrence.  They  were  immediately  arrested, 
without  resistance,  disarmed,  and  held  as  prisoners.  Three  other* 
were  soon  after  arrested  who  also  proved  to  be  a  portion  of  Harvey's 
party. 

a  When  within  about  four  miles  of  Hickory  point,  Captain  Wood 
discovered  a  large  encampment  upon  the  prairie,  near  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Lawrence.  It  was  the  main  body  ot  Harvey's  men,  then  under 
oommand  of  one  Bickerton,  Harvey  having  left  after  the  attack  ou 
Hickory  Point.    This  party  was  surprised  and  captured. 

After  securing  the  prisoners,  Captain  Wood  returned  to  Leoomp- 
ton,  which  place  he  reached  about  daybreak  on  Monday,  the  15th  in- 
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stant,  bringing  with  him  one  hundred  and  one  prisoners,  one  brass 
field-piece,  seven  wagons,  thirty-eight  United  States  muskets,  forty- 
seven  Sbarpe's  rifles,  six  hunting  rifles,  two  shot  guns,  twenty  revolv- 
ing pistols,  fourteen  bowie-knives,  four  swords,  and  a  large  supply 
of  ammunition  for  artillery  and  small  arms. 

Whilst  engaged  in  making  preparations  for  the  foregoing  expedi- 
tion, several  messengers  reached  me  from  Lawrence,  announcing  that 
a  powerful  army  was  marching  upon  that  place,  it  being  the  main 
body  of  the  militia  called  into  service  by  the  proclamation  of  Secret 
tary  Woodson,  when  acting  governor.  This  information  waB  measu* 
rably  confirmed  by  the  atoompanying  despatches  from  General  Heis- 
kell,  (marked  A  and  B,)  which  had  reached  me  within  an  hour  of 
each  other. 

Satisfied  that  the  most  prompt  and  decisive  measures  were  neces- 
sary to  prevent  the  sacrifice  of  many  lives,  and  the  destruction  of  one 
of  the  finest  and  most  prosperous  towns  in  the  Territory,  and  avert  a 
state  of  affairs  which  must  have  inevitably  involved  the  country  in  a 
most  disastrous  civil  war,  I  despatched  the  following  order  to  Colonel 
Cooke : 

"  Proceed  at  all  speed  with  your  command  to  Lawrence,  and  pre- 
vent a  collision  if  possible,  and  leave  a  portion  of  your  troops  there 
for  that  purpose. " 

Accordingly,  the  entire  available  United  States  force  was  put  ill 
motion,  and  reached  Lawrence  at  an  early  hour  in  the  evening.  Hem 
the  worst  apprehensions  of  the  citizens  were  discovered  to  have  been 
well  founded.  Twenty-seven  hundred  men,  under  command  of  Gen- 
erals Heiskell,  Beid,  Atchison,  Richardson,  Stringfellow,  &c,  were 
encamped  on  the  Wakarusa,  about  four  miles  from  Lawrence,  eager 
and  determined  to  exterminate  that  place  and  all  its  inhabitants.  An 
advanced  party  of  three  hundred  men  had  already  taken  possession  of 
Franklin,  one  mile  from  the  camp  and  three  miles  from  Lawrence, 
and  skirmishing  parties  had  begun  to  engage  in  deadly  conflict. 

Fully  appreciating  the  awful  calamities  that  were  impending,  I  has- 
tened with  all  possible  despatch  to  the  encampment,  assembled  the 
officers  of  the  militia,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  demanded  a  suspension  of  hostilities.  I  had  sent,  in  advance, 
the  secretary  and  adjutant  general  of  the  Territory,  with  orders  to 
carry  out  the  letter  and  spirit  of  my  proclamations ;  but  up  to  the 
time  of  my  arrival  these  orders  had  been  unheeded,  and  I  could  dis- 
cover but  little  disposition  to  obey  them.  I  addressed  the  officers  ia 
command  at  considerable  length,  setting  forth  the  disastrous  conse* 
quences  of  such  a  demonstration  as  was  contemplated,  and  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  more  lawful  and  conciliatory  measures  to  restore 
peace,  tranquillity,  and  prosperity  to  the  country.  I  read  my  instruc- 
tions from  the  President,  and  convinced  them  that  my  whole  course 
of  procedure  was  in  accordance  therewith,  and  called  upon  them  to 
aid  me  in  my  efforts,  not  only  to  carry  out  these  instructions,  but  to 
support  and  enforce  the  laws  and  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  a  more  ready  concurrence  in  my 
views  was  met  than  I  had  at  first  any  good  reason  to  expect.  It  was 
agreed  that  the  terms  of  my  proclamations  should  be  carried  out  by 
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the  disbandment  of  the  militia ;  whereupon,  the  camp  was  broken  up, 
and  the  different  commands  separated,  to  repair  to  their  respective 
homes. 

The  occurrences  thus  related  are  already  exerting  a  beneficent  in- 
fluence ;  and  although  the  work  is  not  yet  accomplished,  I  do  not 
despair  of  success  in  my  efforts  to  satisfy  the  government  that  I  am 
worthy  of  the  high  trust  which  has  been  reposed  in  me.  As  soon  as 
circumstances  will  permit,  I  shall  visit,  in  person,  every  section  of 
the  Territory  where  I  feel  assured  that  my  presence  will  tend  to  give 
confidence  and  security  to  the  people. 

In  closing,  I  have  merely  to  add,  that  unless  I  am  more  fully  sus- 
tained hereafter  by  the  civil  authorities,  and  serious  difficulties  and 
disturbances  continue  to  agitate  the  Territory,  my  only  recourse  will 
be  to  martial  law,  which  I  must  needs  proclaim  and  enforce. 

Most  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  Kansas  Territory. 

Hon.  W.  L.  Mabct,  Secretary  of  State. 

The  safe  keeping  of  prisoners  has  been  a  subject  of  considerable 
difficulty.  There  are  no  jails  in  the  Territory,  nor  any  other  places 
in  which  they  can  be  securely  confined.  Hence  those  taken  at  Hickory 
Point  were  sent  to  the  encampment  of  the  United  States  troops,  and 
in  regard  to  their  detention  there  Colonel  Oooke  wrote  as  follows : 

Keeping  of  (he  Prisoners. 

Hbadquarters,  Camp  near  Lbcompton, 

September  16,  1856. 

Dear  Sia:  Captain  T.  J.  Wood,  company  I,  commanding  a  squad- 
ron, was  sent  out  on  the  14th  instant,  with  a  deputy  marshal,  to  give 
the  military  aid  for  which  on  the  same  date  you  had  made  formal 
requisition. 

Having  just  returned  to  camp  from  important  duties  near  Law- 
rence, I  find  that  they  have  brought  into  camp  as  prisoners  one  hun- 
dred and  one  men. 

I  find  in  my  instructions  from  General  Smith,  August  19th:  "The 
governor  of  the  Territory  should,  if  possible,  take  means  to  keep  the 
prisoners  arrested  under  his  authority,  and  such  as  hereafter  may  be 
taken.  Their  custody  embarrasses  the  troops,  and  diminishes  their 
efficiency." 

This  now  proves  so  true,  that  I  am  forced  to  ask  that  the  proper 
civil  officer  shall  take  them  into  his  keeping.  I  should  be  able,  on 
requisition  founded  on  necessity,  to  afford  marshal  or  sheriff  tempora- 
rily some  aid,  supposing  that  the  place  of  their  keeping  will  not  be 
further  than  Lecompton. 

With  high  respect, 

P.  Br.  O.  COOKE, 
Lieut.  Cd.  2d  Dragoons,  commanding  U.  S.  Forees. 

His  excellency  Col.  John  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
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September  IT,  1856. 

Letter  to  Adjutant  General  Strick&er,  and  his  reply,  on  the  disbandmeni 

of  the  militia. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.f  September  17,  1856. 

Sir:  My  first  proclamation  of  September  11th  demands  that  all  the 
militia  called  into  the  service  of  the  Territory  by  proclamation  of  the 
late  acting  Governor  Woodson  should  be  immediately  disbanded  and 
discharged,  in  accordance  with  army  regulations. 

I  also  issued  an  order  to  you,  as  the  proper  officer  of  the  govern- 
ment, to  promptly  carry  out  the  requirements  of  my  proclamation. 

As  I  have  as  yet  received  no  official  information  on  the  subject,  you 
will  without  delay  report  to  me  whether  you  have  attended  to  the 
duty  enjoined  in  my  order ;  and  if  so,  when,  where,  and  in  what  man- 
ner, it  has  been  accomplished. 

Yours,  &c, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Adjutant  General  H.  J.  Strickler. 


Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  IT,  1856. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
in  pursuance  of  your  instructions,  I  proceeded  to  the  camp  at  Frank- 
lin, commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Heiskell,  and  made  known  to 
him  your  proclamations  and  orders  for  the  disbandment  of  the  Kansas 
militia,  and  requested  him  to  publish  such  general  orders  as  might  be 
necessary  to  execute  your  commands;  and  in  compliance  the  following 
order  was  made: 

General  order  to  commanders  of  regiments. 

Headquarters,  Camp  of  Franeldt, 

September  15,  1856. 

You  are  hereby  ordered  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  disband  your 
separate  commands,  which  are  to  be  mustered  out  of  the  militia  ser- 
vice of  Kansas  Territory  this  evening  at  4  o'clock. 
By  order  of  Brigadier  General  Heiskell. 

J.  A.  MACLEAN, 

Adjutant. 

The  excitement  and  confusion  became  so  great  in  consequence  of  this 
intelligence,  that  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  request  your  presence. 
And  I  consider  it  fortunate  for  myself  that  you  came  to  the  camp ; 
for  you  must  be  convinced,  from  what  you  saw  during  your  stay,  of 
the  utter  impossibility  to  execute  your  commands. 
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So  soon  as  your  commands  were  known,  and  your  speech  heard, 
many  of  these  men,  respectfully  submitting  to  your  will,  considered 
themselves  discharged,  and  departed  for  their  respective  homes. 

This  disorganization  could  not  he  prevented  by  the  officers,  and  I 
cannot  attach  any  blame  to  those  commanding.  Upon  the  morning 
of  the  16th,  I  found  the  whole  force  dispersed,  save  those  that  I  en- 
rolled for  immediate  service.  And  in  connexion  with  this,  1  can 
report  that,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  enrolled  one  com- 

5>any  of  infantry,  commanded  by  John  Donelson,  numbering  sixty- 
bur  ;  one  company  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Benjamin  J.  Newsome, 
numbering  twenty-two. 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  horses  accounts  for  the  failure  in  en- 
rolling the  second  company  of  cavalry.     But  I  have  assurance  that  in 
a  few  days  the  enrolment  can  be  completed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  J.  STBICKLER, 

Adjutant  General  K.  M. 
His  Excellency  Governor  John  W.  Ghary. 

In  consequence  of  the  numerous  outrages  against  which  complaints 
were  being  made,  and  the  difficulty  of  executing  warrants  without 
military  aid,  the  following  applications  from  the  United  States  mar- 
shal, and  requisitions  upon  the  commander  of  the  United  States 
forces,  were  made : 

APPLICATION  FOB  tatOOPS. 

Lbcompton,  K.  T., 

September  17,  1856. 

Sir:  Finding  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  and  the 
powers  vested  in  me  as  United  States  marshal  of  the  Territory,  inade- 
quate to  execute  a  warrant  placed  in  my  hands,  from  the  Hon.  Sam- 
uel D.  Lecompte,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Kansas  Terri- 
tory, for  the  arrest  of  one  Colonel  Whipple  and  others,  I  respectfully 
request  that  a  posse  of  United  States  troops  be  furnished  me  to  assist 
in  making  said  arrests,  and  for  the  due  execution  of  other  warrants 
now  in  my  hands. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  DONELSON, 

U.  S.  Marshal  K.  T. 
His  Excellency  John  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 


EEQUISrnON  FOB  TROOPS. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  2.,  September  17,  1856. 

Sib  :  I  have  just  been  shown  sundry  warrants  from  the  chief  justice 
of  this  Territory,  for  the  arrest  of  a  number  of  persons  charged  with 
the  commission  of  crime.    The  marshal  has  also  duly  certified  me 
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that  the  powers  vested  in  him  by  the  ciril  authority  of  the  Territory 
is  inadequate  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  aforesaid  warrants ;  and  he 
requires  the  aid  of  the  United  States  troops  to  enable  him  to  execute 
the  same. 

You  will  therefore  please  furnish  the  marshal  with  two  hundred 
dragoons,  that  being  the  number  desired  by  him.  I  will  accompany 
them  in  person. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Col.  P.  St.  George  Cookh, 

Commanding  27.  S.  dragoons  stationed  at  Lecompton. 


Application  for  Troops. 

Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  17,  1856. 

Sir  :  Finding  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  apd  the 
powers  vested  in  me  as  United  States  marshal  of  the  Territory  inade- 
quate to  execute  a  warrant  placed  in  my  hands  from  the  chief  justice 
of  this  Territory,  I  respectfully  request  that  a  posse  of  United  States 
troops  be  furnished  me  to  assist  in  making  said  arrest,  and  for  the  due 
execution  of  other  warrants  now  in  my  hands. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  DONELSON, 
U.  S.  Marshal  Kansas  Territory. 
His  Excellency  John  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 


Requisition  for  Troops. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  17,  1866. 

Sib:  I  have  just  been  shown  a  warrant  from  the  chief  justice  of 
this  Territory  for  the  arrest  of  a  person  charged  with  the  commission 
of  a  crime  in  this  Territory. 

The  marshal  has  also  duly  notified  me  that  the  power  vested  in  him 
by  the  civil  authority  of  the  Territory  is  inadequate  to  enable  him  to 
execute  the  aforesaid  warrant,  and  he  requires  the  aid  of  the  United 
States  troops  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  sairie. 

You  will  therefore  please  furnish  the  marshal  or  his  deputy  with  five 
dragoons,  that  being  the  number  required  by  him. 
Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Col.  P.  Sx.  George  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  dragoons  stationed  at  Leoompton. 
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September  18, 1856. — In  compliance  with  a  requisition  made  yester- 
day, Col.  Cooke  detailed  two  hundred  dragoons,  with  which  force  the 
Governor,  accompanied  by  Marshal  Donelson,  left  Lecompton  at  2} 
o'clock  p.  m.,  for  Topeka,  said  to  be  at  this  time  the  headquarters  of 
Lane's  men  and  the  principal  depot  of  their  stolen  property.  A 
severe  wind  and  rain  storm,  which  continued  during  the  after- 
noon and  evening,  commenced  soon  after  their  departure.  They 
consequently  were  unable  to  proceed  further  than  Tecumseh  that 
evening.  Here  they  arrested  one  man  against  whom  a  warrant  was 
held. 

This  morning  they  proceeded  to  Topeka,  and  arrived  there  about  8 
o'clock.  Here  other  warrants  were  served,  and  twelve  more  prisoners 
secured.  A  large  quantity  of  stolen  property  was  identified  and  recov- 
ered. The  citizens  were  disposed  to  be  refractory ;  but  having  been 
addressed  by  the  Governor,  they  passed  resolutions  to  sustain  him 
in  the  policy  he  had  adopted  and  was  pursuing.  Upon  his  depart- 
ure he  was  heartily  cheered.  The  Governor,  with  the  troops,  recov- 
ered property,  and  prisoners,  returned  to  Lecompton  at  6$  o'clock, 
p.  m. 

The  following  despatch  was  received  from  General  Smith  : 

Requisition  for  Militia. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 
Fort  Leavenworth,  September  17,  1866. 

Sir  :  By  virtue  of  the  authority  given  me  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  a  copy  of  which  is  in  your  possession,  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  a  requisition  on  you  for  two  companies  of  militia,  infantry, 
for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Each  company  to  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first  lieutenant,  one 
second  lieutenant,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  two  musicians,  and 
seventy-four  privates. 

The  companies,  when  ready,  will  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  by  an  officer  who  will  be  detailed  for  that  purpose  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Cooke,  from  his  command. 

With  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

PEJRSIFOR  P.  SMITH, 
Bt.  Major  General,  Com.  Depart. 

His  Excellency  J.  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

After  the  disbandment  of  the  militia  at  Wakarusa,  some  of  the 
detached  parties  not  belonging  to  the  Territory  proceeded  in  different 
directions  toward  the  frontiers,  and  to  their  respective  homes.  One 
of  these  companies  took  the  road  leading  from  Lawrence  to  Lecomp- 
ton, and,  when  within  four  miles  of  the  latter-named  place,  one  or 
more  persons  connected  with  it  brutally  murdered  a  harmless  man 
named  Buffum.  A  warrant  was  at  once  obtained  for  the  arrest  of  the 
perpetrator  of  this  outrage  ;  but,  as  yet,  he  has  neither  been  detected 
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nor  identified.     The  following,  addressed  to  the  marshal,  is  a  letter 
of  inquiry  on  this  subject : 

2  he  Murder  of  Mr.  Buffum. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  18,  1856. 
Sir  :  A  warrant  was  issued  a  day  or  two  since  for  the  arrest  of  the 
murderer  or  murderers  of  Mr.  Buffum,  at  or  near  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Thorn. 

Please  report  to  me  whether  that  warrant  has  been  executed,  or 
whether  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  arrest  the  offenders  in  this  case, 
and  what  has  been  the  result. 

Yours,  &c, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Donelson, 

U.  S.  Marshal,  K.  T. 

The  warrant  above  alluded  to  was  issued  by  Judge  Cato,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  governor,  both  of  whom  were  present  soon  after  Mr. 
Buffum  was  wounded,  and  received  from  himself,  when  dying,  a  full 
statement  of  the  crime. 

Georgia  State  Journals. 

State  Library  of  Georgia, 

Milledgevitte,  September  2,  1856. 
Sir  :  Agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  this  State,  I 
have  this  day  transmitted  by  mail,  directed  to  your  excellency,  the  16th 
and  17th  volumes  of  the  Supreme  Court  Reports  of  Georgia ;  also  the 
acts  of  the  legislature  of  1855  and  1856,  and  house  and  senate  jour- 
nals of  ditto,  for  the  use  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  the  receipt  of 
which  you  will  please  cause  to  be  acknowledged. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  CONDEN, 
State  Librarian. 
His  Excellency  The  Governor  of  Kansas. 


ExEcunvD  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  18,  1856. 

Sir  :  1  have  received  the  16th  and  17th  volumes  of  the  Supreme 
Court  Reports  of  Georgia.  The  acts  of  the  legislature  and  house  and 
senate  journals  have  not  yet  reached  this  department. 

Yours,  &c, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

John  F.  Conden,  Esq. , 

State  Librarian,  Georgia. 
8 
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September  19, 1856. — The  following  is  the  reply  of  the  United  States 
marshal  to  the  letter  of  inquiry,  dated  yesterday,  in  relation  to  the 
murder  of  Mr.  Buffum : 

U.  S.  Marshal's  Office, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  19,  1856. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  yesterday  has  been  received,  and  in  answer  to 
your  inquiry  whether  any  attempt,  &c,  had  been  made  to  arrest  the 
murderer  or  murderers  of  Mr.  Buffum,  I  have  to  report,  that  upon 
making  inquiry  of  my  deputy,  S.  Cramer,  he  informed  me,  that  when 
the  militia  from  the  north  side  of  the  river  were  passing  through  this 
place  on  Monday  last,  (returning  to  their  homes,)  he  made  diligent 
inquiry,  and  used  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  ascertain  who  the 
murderer  or  murderers  of  said  Buffum  were,  with  a  view  to  their  arrest. 

But  from  the  vagueness  of  the  affidavit  upon  which  the  warrant  was 
procured,  in  which  no  names  are  mentioned,  nor  any  particular  descrip- 
tion of  their  persons  given,  or  any  other  thing  about  them,  except  "six 
men,"  in  the  rear  or  behind  a  company,  he  failed  to  identify  and  arrest 
the  murderer  or  murderers.  I  am  of  opinion,  however,  that  1  will  be 
able,  when  I  return  to  Leavenworth  City,  (which  I  will  do  as  soon  as 
pressing  business  here  will  permit,)  that  by  using  every  diligence  in 
my  power,  I  will  be  able  to  ferret  out  and  bring  to  punishment  these 
foul  murderers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  DONELSON, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 

His  Excellency  John  W.  Geary, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 


Order  for  Election. 

Executive  Office, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  19,  1866. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  directed  to  open  the  poll-books  on  the  first 
Monday  in  October,  1856,  the  day  of  the  general  election  in  this  Terri- 
tory, for  a  member  of  the  territorial  council,  in  the  place  of  John 
Donelson,  resignd,  and  to  cause  returns  thereof  to  be  made,  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law,  at  the  time  the  returns  for  the  general 
election  are  made. 

For  your  information,  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  the  boundaries 
of  the  sixth  council  district,  being  the  district  in  which  the  vacancy 
exists.  It  will  be  your  duty  to  cause  poll-books  to  be  opened  in  so 
much  of  said  council  district  as  may  be  comprised  within  the  limits  of 
Riley  county. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 

Chvemor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
By  the  governor : 
Daniel  Woodson,  Secretary. 
The  Sheriff  of  Riley  County. 
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•Similar  directions  were  forwarded  to  the  sheriffs  of  Calhoun,  Nemaha, 
and  Marshal  counties. 

Order  for  Rations. 

Lbcompton,  Kansas  Territory, 

Executive  Office,  September  19,  1856. 

Sir  :  You  will  issue  a  week's  rations  for  one  hundred  and  ten  men 
to  Colonel  H.  T.  Titus,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Very  respectfully, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
The  Commissary  of  Detachment 

U.  S.  Dragoons  stationed  near  Lecompton. 

The  following  correspondence,  relating  to  outrages  said  to  have  been 
committed  at  Leavenworth  City,  will  sufficiently  explain  itself: 

Alleged  outrages. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  19,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  just  received 
from  persons  unknown  to  me,  but  who  claim  to  be  citizens  of  Leaven- 
worth. You  will  perceive  by  their  letter  that  they  assert  they  were 
forcibly  driven  from  your  city.  They  demand  my  protection,  and  de- 
sire to  return  to  their  homes. 

I  deem  it  right  to  address  this  communication  to  you,  as  the  official 
head  of  Leavenworth  City,  desiring  to  be  informed  if  the  statement  ot 
the  petitioners  is  true ;  and  if  so,  why  they  were  expelled  from  your 
city ;  and  if  any  objections  exist  to  their  immediate  return  and  secure 
residence  among  you,  what  such  objections  are. 
Your  immediate  answer  is  respectfully  requested. 

Truly  vours, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
William  Murphy,  Esq., 

Mayor  of  Leavenworth  City. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  which  reference  is  had  in  the 
foregoing : 

St.  Louis,  Missouri, 

September  9,  186*6. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  undersigned,  citizens  of  Leavenworth  City,  Kansas 
Territory,  hereby  make  known  to  you  that  they  have  been  peaceable 
and  law-abiding  citizens  of  Leavenworth,  and,  as  such,  were  engaged 
in  their  lawful  business  until  Tuesday  the  2d  instant,  when  they  were 
called  on  by  a  certain  Captain  Emory,  with  an  armed  posse  under  his 
command,  and  ordered  to  leave  the  city  forthwith.     Many  of  us  have 
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left  large  stocks  of  goods,  and  our  houses  and  furniture,  all  at  the 
mercy  of  our  persecutors. 

We  have  committed  no  crime  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
or  those  of  Kansas  Territory. 

We  now  petition  you  to  protect  our  property,  and  to  give  us  assu- 
rance of  your  protection,  so  that  we  may  return  peaceably  to  our  homes 
in  Leavenworth.  As  we  are  here  without  means,  and  on  heavy  ex- 
penses, with  our  families,  we  would  urge  you  to  give  us  an  answer  to 
this  at  your  earliest  convenience,  directed  to  the  care  of  F.  A.  Hunt, 
St.  Louis. 

We  are  your  obedient  servants, 

S.  NORTON,  M.  D. 

M.  E.  CLARK. 

NELSON  McCRACKEN. 

JOHN  REND  ALL. 

W.  HALLER. 

J.  A.  DAVIS. 

WM.  ENGLESMAN. 

F.  ENGLESMAN. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Geary,  Kansas  Territory. 


Executive  Department, 

Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  19,  1856. 
Gentlemen:  Tour  communication  of  the  9th  instant,  dated  at  St. 
Louis,  has  just  been  received  and  carefully  noted. 

You  state  that  you  were  peaceable,  law-abiding  citizens,  quietly 
prosecuting  your  lawful  business  at  Leavenworth  City,  up  to  the  2d 
instant,  when  you  were  forcibly  driven  from  your  houses.  You  de- 
sire protection  to  your  property  and  the  privilege  of  returning. 

I  have  already  taken  measures  to  ascertain  the  truth  in  the  premises 
and  I  will  take  such  action  respecting  your  cases  as  circumstances 
may  seem  to  require. 

Very  truly  yours, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 

Governor  of  K.  T. 
Messrs  S.  Norton,  M.  E.  Clark,  Nkison  McCrackk^,  and  others. 


Commission  issued. 

Executive  Department, 

Lecompton,  K.  T.y  September  19,  1856. 
Sir:  I  have  appointed  you  surgeon  of  the  newly  raised  battalion 
of  territorial  militia.     You  will  please  at  onoe  enter  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  your  duties. 

Very  truly  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Samuel  Logan,  M.  D. 
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September  20th,  1856. 

APPLICATION  FOR  TROOPS. 

U.  S.  Marshal's  Office, 
Lecompton,  K.T.,  September  20,  1856. 

Sir:  A  warrant  has  this  day  been  placed  in  my  hands  for  the 
arrest  of  Franklin  Federling,  Thomas  Kemp,  John  Kemp,  Thomas 
F.  Ferguson,  William  Owens,  Kobert  Niehown,  William  Fisher, 
Charles  Diggs,  J.  Thompson,  and  Orval  Thompson,  and  many  other 
persons  whose  names  are  unknown  to  the  affiant,  on  whose  affidavit 
this  warrant  was  issued  by  the  Hon.  S.  G.  Cato,  associate  justice  of 
the  supreme  court  of  Kansas.  And  whereas,  from  the  known  oppo- 
sition to  the  laws  of  this  Territory,  and  the  insurrectionary  condition 
of  the  country,  I  am  unable,  by  the  powers  vested  in  me  as  United 
States  marshal,  to  execute  the  process  in  my  hands  without  the  aid  of 
a  military  posse  for  that  purpose,  I  am,  therefore,  constrained  to  ask 
your  excellency  to  furnish  a  posse  of  ten  dragoons  for  the  purpose 
named  in  the  premises. 
The  warrant,  &c,  are  herewith  submitted  for  your  consideration. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  DOENLSON, 
U.  S.  Marshal,  Kansas  Territory. 
His  Excellency,  John  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 


REQUISITION  FOR  TROOPS. 

Executor  Department, 

Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  20,  1856. 

Sir  :  Having  been  shown  a  warrant  executed  by  associate  justice 
Cato  for  the  arrest  of  Thomas  Kemp,  and  others,  charged  with  crime 
committed  in  this  Territory,  and  being  also  duly  notified  by  the 
United  States  marshal  that  he  is  unable  to  execute  said  warrant  by 
the  use  of  the  civil  powers  vested  in  him,  &c. — 

This,  therefore,  is  to  request  you  to  furnish  the  said  marshal  with 
a  posse  of  ten  dragoons  (that  being  the  number  required  by  him)  to 
aid  in  the  execution  of  said  warrant. 

Tours,  respectfully, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Col.  P.  St.  George  Cooke. 


application  for  troops. 

U.  S.  Marshal's  Office, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September20,  1856. 

Sir  :  A  warrant  has  this  day  been  placed  in  my  hands,  issued  by 
the  Hon.  S.  G.  Cato,  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  the  supreme 
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court  of  Kansas  Territory,  upon  the  affidavit  of  George  W.  Randall, 
of  the  county  of  Atchison,  for  the  arrest  of  John  H.  Stringfellow, 
Ira  Norri8,  James  A.  Headley,  William  Martin,  William  Simons, 
and  one  Captain  Palmer,  all  of  the  said  county  of  Atchison,  Kansas 
Territory. 

And  whereas,  from  the  disturbed  and  insurrectionary  condition  of 
the  country,  I  am  unable  to  execute  the  said  warrant  of  arrest,  by 
virtue  of  powers  vested  in  me  as  United  States  marshal,  without  the 
aid  of  a  military  posse  to  aid  me  therein,  I  have,  therefore,  to  re-; 
quest  your  excellency  to  furnish  me  a  posse  of  dragoons  to  aid  me  in 
making  the  arrest  of  the  offenders  against  the  law  herein  above  stated. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  DONELSON, 
U.  8.  Marshal,  Kansas  Territory. 
His  Excellency  John  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 

Requisition  for  Troops. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  20,  1856. 

Sir  :  Having  been  shown  a  warrant  from  the  Hon.  S.  G.  Cato,  one 
of  the  associate  justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Territory,  for  the 
arrest  of  John  H.  Stringfellow  and  others  charged  with  crimes  com- 
mitted in  this  Territory ;  and  having  been  duly  certified  by  the  United 
States  marshal,  that  he  is  unable  to  execute  the  said  warrant,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  power  vested  in  him  as  United  States  marshal,  by  the  civil 
authority ;  you  are,  therefore,  respectfully  requested  to  furnish  the 
said  marshal,  or  his  deputy,  such  a  posse  of  United  States  dragoons 
as  in  your  opinion  will  be  sufficient  to  enable  said  marshal  and  his 
deputy  to  execute  said  writ. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Gen.  Pebsifer  F.  Smith,  Com'g  Dep't  of  the  West. 


Requisition  for  Troops. 

Executive  Departmnet, 
Leoompton}  K.  T.,  September  20,  1856. 

Sir  :  The  marshal  will  show  you  a  warrant,  obtained  in  consequence 
of  certain  affidavits  to  arrest  a  party  of  marauders  who  have  lately 
been  committing  depredations  in  this  Territory  ;  and  as  he  will  re- 
quire a  strong  military  force  to  execute  the  same,  you  will  please  fur- 
nish him  with  twenty  dragoons  for  that  purpose. 

Truly  yours, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Col.  P.  St.  George  Cooke, 

Encampment  near  Lecompton. 
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Examination  of  Prisoners. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  20,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  will  oblige  me  by  fixing  an  early  day  for  the 
examination  of  the  prisoners  now  held  at  the  encampment  of  the  United 
States  troops  in  this  district,  and  give  proper  and  sufficient  notice  of  the 
same.  It  is  essential  to  the  peace  of  the  community  and  the  due 
execution  of  the  law,  that  this  be  effected  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment. Some  of  those  men  have  already  been  detained  as  prisoners 
six  days  without  even  a  preliminary  hearing.  If  at  the  time  appointed 
and  legally  notified  no  prosecutor  appears,  the  alleged  criminals 
should  be  discharged  and  permitted  to  re;  air  to  their  homes  and  law- 
ful pursuits. 

Truly  yours,  &c. , 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Judge  S.  G.  Cato. 


i^ 


Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Missouri. 


Executive  Department, 
Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  September  9,  1856. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Your  esteemed  favor  of  the  7th  instant  has  been 
received,  and  the  request  of  your  excellency  considered  with  that  de- 
liberation which  its  importance  demands.  I  am  still  of  the  opinion 
that  the  course  suggested  by  me  in  our  last  interview  is  the  most 
prudent  for  me  to  pursue,  and  that  which  will  be  most  acceptable  to 
the  people  of  Missouri.  I  cannot  for  a  moment  believe  that  any  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  Missouri  will  remain  in  arms  an  hour  longer  than 
is  necessary  for  their  own  safety  on  their  return  to  their  respective 
homes,  in  Missouri,  after  the  arrival  of  your  excellency  in  the  Terri- 
tory, and  an  intimation  from  you  that  you  wish  them  to  disband.  I 
trust,  my  dear  sir,  that  you  will  not  deny  me  and  them  the  pleasure 
of  showing  to  the  country  their  promptness  an  J  willingness  to  submit 
to  the  proper  constituted  authorities  of  the  country.  I  feel  every  con- 
fidence that  they  will  readily  and  cheerfully  obey  every  order  you 
mny  give  them  ;  that  they  will  in  no  wise  mar  the  harmony  of  your 
administration,  and  that  they  will  give  to  your  excellency,  and  all 
others  interested,  the  best  evidence  that  their  only  desire  has  been, 
and  is,  to  protect  their  friends  and  relatives  in  Kansas  from  the  mur- 
derer, the  incendiary,  and  the  robber  ;  that  they  are  a  Union-loving 
and  law-abiding  people.  If,  however,  I  should  unfortunately  be  mis- 
taken in  the  estimate  which  I  place  upon  the  virtue,  patriotism,  and 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  people  of  Missouri,  I  beg  leave  to  assure 
your  excellency,  in  duelling  the  disturbances  now  so  unfortunately 
existing  in  Kansas,  should  the  Missourians  now  in  Kansas  not  dis- 
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perse  immediately  upon  your  orders  to  that  effect  beiag  received  by 
them,  I  must  ask  the  favor  of  your  excellency  to  inform  me  of  that 
fact,  and  all  that  I  can  do  to  aid  you  will  be  promptly  and  cheerfully 
done. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STERLING  PRICE. 
His  Excellency  John  W.  Geary, 

Oovemor  of  Kansas. 


Reply  to  the  Governor  of  Missouri. 

Executive  Department, 
Leeompton,  K.  T.}  September  20,  1856. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  esteemed  favor  of  the  9th  instant  has  just 
been  received  by  due  course  of  mail,  and  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  the 
very  obliging  manner  your  excellency  enters  into  my  views. 

Your  estimate  of  the  patriotism  and  honorable  bearing  of  the  good 
citizens  of  Missouri  is  by  no  means  too  exalted,  as  was  fully  demon* 
strated  by  their  conduct  when  recently  assembled  in  great  force  before 
the  town  of  Lawrence. 

They  came  there  with  a  fixed  determination  to  destroy  that  town, 
in  retaliation,  as  they  said,  for  wrongs  which  their  fellow-citizens  from 
Missouri  had  experienced  at  the  hands  of  the  citizens  of  Lawrence. 

My  presence  there  was  indeed  most  opportune ;  and  your  excellency 
cannot  imagine  my  emotions  of  gratitude,  when,  in  response  to  my 
appeal,  the  army  of  Missourians  most  gracefully  resolved  to  disband, 
return  to  their  respective  homes,  and  trust  to  my  efforts  for  the  pro- 
tection of  their  friends  here. 

I  trust  that  your  excellency  will,  in  some  way,  do  me  the  favor  to 
communicate  to  those  of  your  citizens  who  upon  that  occasion  so 
honorably  responded  to  my  appeal,  my  heartfelt  thanks  and  my  sin- 
cere obligations. 

If  the  Missourians  had  executed  their  purpose  of  burning  Lawrence 
and  massacreing  its  inhabitants,  it  would  have  been  a  stain  upon  the 
escutcheon  of  your  noWe  conservative  State  which  time  could  scarcely 
have  effaced.  Having  burned  Lawrence  and  destroyed  its  inhabitants, 
excited  by  the  contest,  and  rendered  more  fierce  by  their  loss  of  blood, 
they  would  have  marched  upon  Topeka,  and  it  would  have  met  the 
fate  of  Lawrence,  and  the  free-State  men  would  have  been  literally 
exterminated. 

Such  a  catastrophe  would  have  excited  so  great  a  horror,  and  stirred 
up  so  fierce  an  indignation  throughout  the  entire  north,  that  all  my 
efforts  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  Territory  would  have  been  utterly 
impotent  and  futile.  We  would  have  been  literally  overrun  by  a 
northern  army,  and  the  flames  of  civil  war  would  have  been  kindled 
throughout  the  country. 

It  is,  therefore,  a  source  of  hearty  gratulation  that  the  good  citi- 
zens of  Missouri  have  had  the  good  sense  to  place  themselves  in  a 
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correct  position,  and  thus  render  such  essential  service  to  the  cause  of 
good  order. 

I  trust  that  the  same  courtesy  will  he  extended  towards  me  by  your 
citizens,  and  that  the  most  cordial  relations  may  forever  exist  be- 
tween the  two  governments. 

I  shall  in  every  way  reciprocate  your  friendly  intentions,  and  it 
will  afford  me  much  pleasure  to  have  an  opportunity  to  serve  you. 

While  thus  doing  ample  justice  to  the  bona  fide  citizens  of  Missouri, 
it  is  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  roving  bands  of  murderers,  incen- 
diaries, and  robbers,  have  been  in  the  habit  of  stealing  the  horses, 
burning  the  houses,  and  murdering  the  citizens  of  this  Territory,  and 
then  returning  with  their  spoils  and  crimes  into  your  State.  Much 
complaint  has  been  made  to  me  on  this  subject,  and  I  take  this  method 
of  calling  your  attention  to  the  matter,  knowing  that  you  will  aid  me 
in  every  way  to  suppress  this  great  evil. 

The  complaints  are  made  to  me  on  oath  by  deputations  of  citizens 
residing  in  the  vicinities  of  Pottawatomie,  Sugar,  and  Middle  creeks, 
and  the  Osage  river. 

It  is  further  stated  by  these  complainants,  that,  besides  plundering 
and  burning  various  places,  and  committing  depredations  too  nume- 
rous to  particularize,  "  those  Missouri  robbers  have  carried  off  as  cap- 
tive the  son  of  0.  C.  Brown,  a  lad  of  twelve  years  of  age,  and  Bain- 
bridge  Fuller  from  a  sick  bed  ;  others  are  missing  and  supposed  to  be 
held  by  them." 

Tour  excellency  will  readily  perceive  from  the  above  the  causes  of 

Jrievance  ;  and  you  will  much  aid  my  efforts  to  restore  order  in  this 
istracted  Territory  by  issuing  a  proclamation  forbidding  all  robbers, 
incendiaries,  and  murderers,  now  infesting  this  Territory,  to  take  refuge 
upon  your  6oil  upon  pain  of  being  declared  outlaws  and  bandits,  and 
making  such  other  suggestions  as  you  may  deem  advisable  to  aid  the 
cause  I  have  so  much  at  heart. 

I  also  desire  your  excellency  to  cause  to  be  released  from  captivity 
the  son  of  0.  C.  Brown,  Bainbridge  Fuller,  and  any  other  persons,  if 
there  be  any  such,  who  have  been  forcibly  carried  from  this  Territory 
into  the  State  of  Missouri. 

With  sentiments  of  profound  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
excellency's  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
His  Excellency  Sterling  Price, 

Governor  of  Missouri. 


September  21,  1856. 

The  New  Militia. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.y  September  21,  1856. 

Dear  Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  requisition,  I  have  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for  three  months,  one  company 
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of  infantry,  and  in  the  early  part  of  this  week  shall  probably  master 
in  another  company. 

I  have  also  found  it  necessary  to  muster  in  a  company  of  cavalry, 
consisting  of  forty  good  men,  which  I  find  essential  to  have  at  com- 
mand, to  assist  the  marshal  to  make  arrests,  without  being  compelled 
constantly  to  call  upon  the  regular  United  States  dragoons. 

You  will  oblige  me  by  making  a  requisition  at  your  earliest  conve- 
nience for  this  latter  named  company,  in  order  that  the  act  may  be 
strictly  in  accordance  with  instructions. 

The  men  I  have  mustered  are  reliable,  and  aTe  a  part  of  those  which 
constituted  the  late  command  of  Colonel  Titus. 

Accompanying  this  you  will  find  several  requisitions,  which  you 
will  do  me  the  favor  to  refer  to  the  proper  officers  attached  to  your 
command. 

With  my  sincerest  regards,  I  am,  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Cfovemor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Major  General  Pebsifor  F.  Smith. 


Keeping  of  the  Prisoners. 

Executive  Department, 
Leoompton,  K.  T.,  September  21,  1856. 

Sir:  I  have  been  informed  that  one  hundred  and  twelve  prisoners, 
duly  arrested  by  warrants  issued  by  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
of  this  Territory,  are  now  in  the  custody  of  the  United  States  trooper 
Stationed  near  this  place. 

As  the  efficiency  of  these  troops  is  materially  impaired  by  this  in- 
active service,  I  deem  it  essential  to  the  public  interest  that  they 
should  be  relieved. 

You  are,  therefore,  directed  to  take  charge  of  these  prisoners,  make 
efvery  necessary  arrangement  for  their  safe  custody  and  support,  and 
I  will  furnish  you  a  sufficient  guard  from  the  territorial  militia,  which 
have  just  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
J.  B.  Donelson,  Esq., 

United  States,  Marshal  of  Kansas  Territory. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  directions,  a  house  was  rented  and 
fitted  up  as  well  as  circumstances  would  permit  for  the  reception  and 
care  of  the  prisoners.  The  following  letter  on  the  subject  was  ad- 
dressed to  Colonel  Cooke : 

Executive  Department, 
Leoompton,  K.  T.,  September  21,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  answeT  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  I  have  at  length  succeeded  in  making  arrangements  for 
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relieving  you  of  the  custody  of  the  prisoners  taken  at  Hickory  Point 
and  elsewhere,  and  will  give  instructions  to  the  United  States  marshal 
to  take  them  in  charge  to-morrow. 

The  impossibility  of  obtaining  means  for  their  safe  keeping  com- 
pelled me  to  leave  them  in  your  hands  till  this  late  period. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN.  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Col.  P.  St.  George  Cooke. 


Receipt  for  Books. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton  ^  K.  T.9  September  21,  1856. 

Sib :  The  acts  of  the  Georgia  legislature  of  1855-56,  and  house 
and  senafte  journals,  have  at  length  come  to  hand. 

Yours,  &c, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
John  F.  Conden,  Esq., 

State  Librarian,  Georgia. 


Requisition  for  ait  Escort. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.9  September  21,  1856. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  petitions  from  Tecumseh,  Topeka,  Lecomp- 
ton, Lawrence,  and  other  places,  setting  forth  that  the  people  in  their 
respect' ve  neighborhoods  were  suffering  for  want  of  provisions,  and 
that  mey  are  cut  off  from  market,  on  account  of  the  robbers  and 
plunderers  infesting  the  country,  I  have  concluded  to  afford  all 
citizens  desiring  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  a  sufficient  military  escort 
to  the  nearest  market. 

Will  you,  therefore,  please  detail  a  company  of  dragoons  to  ac- 
company the  citizens  aforesaid  to  the  city  of  Leavenworth  and  return. 
The  train  will  start  to-morrow. 
Very  truly  yours, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Col.  P.  St.  George  Cooke, 

Commanding  near  Lecompton. 
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September  22, 1856. 

Election  Proclamation. 

Whereas  a  vacancy  exists  in  the  office  of  delegate  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  from  the  Territory  of  Kansas — 
Now,  therefore,  I,  John  W.  Geary,  governor  of  the  Territory  of 
Kansas,  do  hereby  issue  this  my  proclamation,  requiring  the  sheriff 
of  each  county  in  said  Territory  to  cause  a  poll  to  be  opened  on  the 
first  Monday  in  October,  1856,  the  day  of  the  general  election  for  a 
delegate  to  the  second  session  of  the  thirty-fourth  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  cause  a  return  thereof  to  be  made  to  the  office  of 
the  secretary  of  the  Territory,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  returns  of  the  general  election  are  made. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  hand,  and 
[l.  s.]  caused  to  be  affixed  the  seal  of  the  Territory.     Done  at  Le- 
compton,  this  22dday  of  September,  A.  D.  1856. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory? 
By  the  Governor: 

Daniel  Woodson,  Secretary. 


Application  for  Troops. 

United  States  Marshal's  Office, 
Lecompton,  Kansas  Territory,  September  22,  1856. 

Sir  :  A  writ  of  arrest  has  been  placed  in  my  hands,  issued  by  the 
Honorable  S.  G.  Cato,  one  of  the  associate  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  of  Kansas  Territory,  upon  the  affidavit  of  James  B.  Lopton,  of 
Douglas  county. 

In  consequence  of  the  insurrectionary  and  disturbed  condition  of  the 
Territory,  lam  unable,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  me  as  United 
States  marshal,  to  make  the  arrest  commanded  in  said  warrant  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  military  posse.  I  am  therefore  under  the  necessity  of 
asking  your  excellency  to  furnish  me  a  posse  of  six  dragoons  to  aid 
me  in  executing  said  warrant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  DONELSON, 

U.  S.  Marshal,  K.  T. 
His  Excellency  John  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
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Requisition  for  Troops. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  22,  1856. 

Sir  :  Having  been  shown  a  warrant  issued  by  the  Hon.  S.  G.  Cato, 
one  of  the  associate  justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  Territory,  and 
being  duly  certified  by  the  United  States  marshal  that,  owing  to  the  dis- 
turbed state  of  the  country,  he  is  unable,  by  the  use  of  the  civil  powers 
vested  in  him,  to  execute  said  warrant — 

You  will  therefore  please  furnish  said  United  States  marshal  with 
six  dragoons  (that  being  the  number  required  by  him)  to  enable  him 
to  execute  said  writ. 

Very  truly  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Col.  P.  St.  George  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Troops  near  Lecompton. 

On  the  morning  of  this  day,  the  governor,  accompanied  by  Major 
Sedgwick,  of  the  United  States  army,  visited  Lawrence  for  the  pur- 
pose of  mustering  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  a  company  of 
militia,  which  the  citizens,  after  the  dispersion  of  the  Missouri  volun- 
teers, had  promised  to  enrol.  Upon  reaching  Lawrence,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  no  action  had  been  taken  in  the  premises.  A  spirit  of 
dissatisfaction,  without  any  assignable  reason,  had  already  again 
sprung  up  among  the  people,  and  a  determination  most  evidently  ex- 
isted among  the  leading  men  to  oppose  any  and  every  measure  that 
the  executive  might  suggest  to  accomplish  a  speedy  and  permanent 
peace  to  the  Territory. 

As  numerous  complaints  were  this  day  made  by  certain  parties 
claiming  to  be  free-soil  men,  that  a  warrant  had  been  procured 
against  John  H.  Stringfellow,  and  other  prominent  members  of  the 
pro-slavery  party,  the  following  letter  of  inquiry  was  addressed  to  the 
United  States  marshal  of  the  Territory  : 

Letter  to  Marshal  Dondson. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T,  September  22,  1856. 

Sir:  A  warrant  was  issued  on  Saturday,  the  20th  instant,  by  Judge 
Cato,  for  the  arrest  of  John  H.  Stringfellow,  Ira  Norris,  James  A. 
Headley,  William  Martin,  William  Simons,  and  one  Captain  Palmer; 
and  a  requisition  was  made  by  me  on  General  P.  F.  Smith  for  a  suffi- 
cient force  of  United  States  troops  to  assist  you  to  execute  the  same. 
You  will  inform  me,  without  delay,  what  disposition  has  been  made 
of  the  above  named  wan  ant,  and  what  measures  you  have  taken,  if 
any,  for  its  execution. 

Yours,  &c,  JOHN  W.  GEARY, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
J.  B.  Donklson,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Marshal,  K.  T. 
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Reply  of  Marshal  Donelson. 

United  States  Marshal's  Office, 

Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  22,  1856. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  to-day  was  received  late  this  evening.  I  beg 
leave  to  reply,  that  immediately. after  the  requisition  was  made  by  you, 
-which  was  after  sunset  of  Saturday,  the  20th  instant,  I  placed  all  the 
papers  in  the  hands  of  the  person  on  whose  affidavit  the  warrant  was 
issued,  with  directions  to  deliver  it  without  unnecessary  delay  to  my 
regularly  appointed  deputy,  E.  C.  Mason,  residing  in  the  town  of 
Atchison,  for  immediate  execution,  with  directions  to  him  to  return 
all  the  papers  and  prisoners  before  the  Hon.  Judge  Lecompte,  who 
resides  near  Leavenworth  City.  This  direction  was  given  with  a  view 
to  the  convenience  of  all  the  parties  concerned,  and  in  compliance  with 
the  warrant  also.  Considering  the  distance  from  here  to  Atchison, 
(nearly  or  quite  fifty  miles,)  and  from  the  time  the  warrant  started 
from  here,  it  could  scarcely  have  reached  my  deputy  before  Sunday 
evening,  and  then  the  requisition  would  have  to  be  sent  to  General 
Smith.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  service  will  be  made  before  to- 
morrow, the  23d  instant. 

As  soon  as  any  information  reaches  me  in  relation  to  this  matter,  I 
will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  advise  you  of  it ;  for  I  assure  you 
I  am  determined  (so  far  as  it  depends  on  me)  to  enforce  the  law  with- 
out regard  to  whom  it  may  concern. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  DONELSON, 
U.  8.  Marshal,  Kansas  Territory. 

His  Excellency  John  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Merrill,  having  command  of  a  body  of  United 
Stales  dragoons,  on  an  expedition  to  arrest  sundry  persons  charged 
with  the  commission  of  crime. 

Lboompton,  K.  T.,  September  22,  1856. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  make  the  following  report 
of  the  circumstances  of  a  tour  of  a  detached  service  on  which  I  was 
ordered  for  the  protection  of  a  deputy  United  States  marshal  in  making 
certain  arrests.  When  I  arrived  at  Lecompton,  I  found  that  Mr. 
Fulton,  who  had  the  warrants,  and  was  instructed  to  await  me,  had 
left  without  seeing  or  waiting  for  me,  and  was  not  to  be  found.  Dr. 
Tebbs,  who  was  also  an  acting  marshal,  was  sent  with  me,  and,  in 
consequence  of  no  one  of  the  party  knowing  the  road,  we  lost  our  way, 
and  finally  arrived  about  one  mile  from  Calhoun,  where  we  were  com- 
pelled to  remain  for  the  night  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
and  the  rain. 

The  next  morning  we  went  on  to  Calhoun,  and  were  compelled  there 
to  await  the  marshal  for  some  four  hours,  who  finally  arrived,  without 
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troy  papers  to  show  me  for  his  authority  to  act  as  marshal.  I  was  suf- 
ficiently satisfied,  however,  that  he  had  authority,  by  the  statements 
of  persons  I  knew. 

From  Calhoun  we  proceeded  to  Indianola,  where  the  marshal  served 
his  warrants  on  six  men,  one  of  whom  was  so  ill  that  he  could  not  he 
brought  along.  Another  would  have  been  arrested  had  the  marshal 
not  sent  on  ahead  of  him  one  or  two  men,  who,  by  their  approach, 
warned  the  man  whom  he  was  after. 

He  told  me,  after  making  the  fifth  arrest,  that  he  would  go  out  of  the 
way  a  little  and  arrest  another  and  bring  him  in,  and  shortly  after  sent 
me  word  that  he  had  made  the  arrest  and  was  coming.  I  sent  him  word 
back  that  I  would  go  along  the  road,  and  if  he  did  not  catch  up  with 
me  before  I  got  to  Calhoun,  that  I  would  await  him  there. 

At  Calhoun  I  waited  about  an  hour  for  him,  and  was  then  com- 

Eelled  to  come  on  without  him,  as  he  had  not  come  up.  My  men  had 
ad  nothing  to  eat  since  breakfast ;  my  horses  had  been  under  the 
saddle  all  day,  and  were  fagged  down  ;  and  it  was  after  sunset  before 
I  left,  and  I  did  not  consider  it  my  duty  to  await  him  any  longer,  and 
accordingly  came  on* 

I  reached  Lecompton  with  the  prisoners  under  my  charge  without 
any  accident,  except  losing  the  way  again  once.  No  transportation 
could  be  found  for  the  prisoners,  and  they  were  compelled  to  walk. 

Not  the  slightest  evidence  was  shown  anywhere  that  there  would 
have  been  any  resistance  to  the  civil  officer  under  any  circumstances  ; 
and  I  think  that  if  he  had  been  an  efficient,  energetic  man,  who  had 
not,  by  his  former  conduct,  made  himself  obnoxious  to  these  people, 
the  arrests  would  have  been  made  of  all  the  warrants  called  for,  and 
without  any  show  of  resistance  under  any  circumstances. 

With  this,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  MERRILL, 
2d  Lieut.  2d  Dragoons,  U.  S.  A. 
His  Excellency  J.  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

The  following  letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  was  forwarded 
to  the  State  Department,  at  Washington,  by  the  hands  of  John  A.  W. 
Jones,  esq.,  who  was  appointed  a  special  messenger  for  that  service : 

Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.9  September  22,  1856. 

Sir:  Since  the  16th  instant,  when  I  last  addressed  you,  tbe affairs  of 
the  Territory  have  assumed  a  more  peaceful  aspect.  The  arrest  of 
Harvey's  party,  after  the  assault  at  Hickory  Point,  on  Sunday  night, 
and  thedisbandment  of  the  Missouri  militia  on  Monday  following, seems 
to  have  caused  at  least  a  temporary  suspension  of  hostilities,  and  in  a 
measure  restored  confidence  to  the  well  disposed  people  of  the  country. 
The  principal  and  perhaps  only  difficulties  that  have  since  occurred, 
have  been  occasioned  by  strolling  bands  of  marauders,  for  the  detec- 
tion and  punishment  of  whom  I  am  now  employing,  and  somewhat 
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effectively,  all  the  means  I  have  at  command.  Bobberies  and  mur- 
ders are  still  rife  in  various  sections,  and  will  continue  until  some 
of  the  worst  of  the  desperate  characters  that  infest  the  Territory  are 
brought  to  condign  punishment. 

The  most  determined  enemy  that  now  remains  to  the  peace  of  Kansas 
is,  beyond  all  question,  the  notorious  Lane,  who,  while  he  studiously 
avoids  all  personal  danger,  is  untiring  in  his  endeavors  to  keep  alive 
a  spirit  of  disaffection,  and  to  plot  mischief;  and  it  is  a  source  of  deep 
regret  that  he  still  continues  to  exercise  an  unholy  influence  over  a 
large  class  of  men,  who,  if  left  to  themselves,  would  refrain  from  law- 
less acts,  and  become  comparatively  good  and  useful  citizens.  Having 
found  Lawrence  to  be  no  longer  a  safe  place  of  refuge,  Lane  some  time 
since  removed  his  headquarters  to  Topeka,  which  became  not  only  the 
rendezvous  of  his  associates,  but  the  depot  for  their  ill-gotten  plunder ; 
whence  they  sally  in  small  parties  to  commit  depredations  upon  set- 
tlers in  the  surrounding  country.  The  last  authentic  reports  give 
the  assurance  that  Lane  has  proceeded  beyond  the  northern  frontier 
to  escort  fresh  supplies  of  troops  and  munitions  of  war  into  the  Ter- 
ritory. I  have  employed  numerous  agents  to  ascertain  and  watch  his 
movements,  and  have  reason  to  believe,  that  unless  he  desists  from 
his  incendiary  purposes,  he  will,  ere  long,  fall  into  my  hands,  and 
receive  the  recompense  that  his  persistance  in  disregarding  the  rights 
of  our  people,  and  violating  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  so  justly 
merits. 

On  Wednesday,  the  17th  instant,  a  number  of  citizens  from  Big 
Spring,  Washington,  Tecumseh,  and  Topeka,  visited  me  at  Lecomp- 
ton,  with  complaints  against  outrages  that  were  being  committed  at 
those  places,  and  in  their  immediate  vicinities.  These  complaints 
were  made  under  oath,  and  affidavits  were  filed  with  Judge  Cato, 
who  issued  warrants  against  sundry  accused  persons,  and  for  the 
recovery,  if  possible,  of  large  quantities  of  stolen  property.  Deter- 
mined to  leave  no  effort  unemployed  to  execute  these  warrants,  and 
put  an  end  to  the  alleged  atrocities,  I  made  an  immediate  requisition 
upon  Colonel  Cooke  for  two  hundred  mounted  men,  with  whom,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Johnson,  and  accompanied  by  the  United  States 
marshal,  I  started  early  in  the  afternoon  for  the  neighborhoods  of  the 
aggressors.  Soon  after  our  departure  from  Lecompton,  one  of  the 
most  severe  storms  of  wind  and  rain  arose  that  I  have  ever  encountered, 
which,  notwithstanding  my  desire  to  use  all  possible  despatch,  com- 
pelled us  to  stop  for  the  night  at  Tecumseh.  Here  we  succeeded  in 
arresting  one  man,  against  whom  we  had  a  warrant,  and  early  on  the 
following  morning  we  proceeded  to  Topeka. 

Upon  arriving  at  this  place,  I  found  the  people  as  little  disposed  to 
regard  my  authority  and  the  wishes  of  the  government  as  the  worst 
representations  had  given  me  reason  to  expect.  There  seemed  to  be 
but  one  idea  prevalent,  and  that  in  determined  opposition  to  the  estab- 
lished laws  of  the  Territory.  The  government  officials  and  their  acts 
were  repudiated,  and  a  dogged  resolution  maintained  to  wage  a  de- 
structive warfare  against  them.  No  sooner  was  my  presence  made 
known,  than  a  general  assembly  of  the  citizens  took  place.  I  ad- 
dressed them  at  length,  declaring  the  objects  of  my  visit,  and  explain- 
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ing  bo  much  of  my  policy  as  I  thought  it  expedient  they  should 
understand.  My  remarks  were  at  first  met  with  cavilling  objections, 
and  some  who  appeared  to  be  leaders  informed  me  that  they  were 
not  bound  to  obey  my  instructions,  as  there  was  another  government, 
end  another  governor  in  Kansas,  to  whom  only  they  owed  fealty ; 
and  propositions  were  made  to  enter  into  a  treaty,  as  they  had  been 
permitted  to  do  on  former  occasions.  I  promptly  assured  them  that 
I  alone  was  governor,  and  that  my  object  in  coming  there  was  not  to 
treat  with,  but  to  govern  them ;  to  offer  my  protection  to  all  good 
and  peace-loving  citizens,  and  to  bring  the  guilty  to  punishment. 
My  remarks  had  the  desired  effect,  and  the  majority  acquiesced  in  my 
views;  and  resolutions  were  passed,  somewhat  enthusiastically,  prom- 
ising to  submit  to  and  support  the  government,  and  to  maintain  me 
in  my  endeavors  to  restore  order  and  peace  to  the  Territory. 

I  remained  during  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  and  was  joined  by 
Colonel  Cooke  with  another  party  of  dragoons.  After  consultation 
with  the  colonel,  it  was  determined  that  he  should  proceed  at  once 
with  his  command  to  scour  the  country  for  some  fifty  miles  further  to* 
the  westward ;  which  he  did,  returning  on  Saturday  afternoon,  the 
20th  instant,  by  way  of  Hickory  Point  and  Osawkee,  having  found1 
everything  quiet  in  the  entire  line  of  his  march.  He  confirms  the- 
report  already  furnished  you  of  the  assault  on  Hickory  Point,  on  Sun- 
day, the  14th  instant,  and  its  results.  On  that  occasion,  one  man  of 
the  party  assailed  was  killed,  and  another  shot  in  the  leg,  which  has. 
since  been  amputated.  Of  the  attacking  forces,  who  were  the-  fol- 
lowers of  Lane,  then  under  command  of  a  man  named  Harvey,  one- 
hundred  and  one  of  whom  were  taken  prisoners,  about  six  were 
wounded,  neither  of  them  mortally. 

At  Topeka  we  arrested  fourteen  men,  and  recovered  a  number  of 
buggies,  wagons,  and  other  stolen  property ;  all  of  whieh,  with  the- 
prisoners,  we  brought  to  Lecompton.  When  about  leaving  Topekay 
and  after  the  troops  had  retired,  I  again  addressed  the  assembled  citi- 
zens, who  listened  with  most  respectful  attention,  and  then  hailed  me 
with  six  unanimous  and  most  enthusiastic  cheers. 

Since  my  return  from  this  expedition,  I  have  remained  at  Lecomp- 
ton, where  my  time  has  been  constantly  occupied  in  adjusting  the 
affairs  of  the  government,  and  furthering  my  plans  for  the  future 
prosperity  of  the  Territory.  Warrants  have  been  issued,  upon  affida- 
vits, for  the  arrest  of  certain  unlawful  parties  in  different  sections ; 
and  small  parties  of  troops  have  been  sent  out,  some  of  which  have 
not  yet  returned,  to  secure  the  offenders.  One  of  these  detachments 
has  gone  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  confluence  of  the  Osage  and  Potta- 
watomie rivers,  near  the  town  of  Ossawatomie,  and  another  to  the 
vicinity  of  Easton,  on  the  Stranger  river. 

On  Saturday,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  President, 
and  in  compliance  with  a  requisition  from  Major  General  Smith,  I  had 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  two  companies  of  mili- 
tia, one  being  cavalry  and  the  other  infantry.  These  were  indispen- 
sable ;  the  latter  to  guard  the  prisoners,  for  the  safe-keeping  of  whom 
we  have  no  jails;  and  the  former,  to  assist  the  marshal  and  his  depu- 
ties to  arrest  the  parties  against  whom  warrants  are  legally  issued. 
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Until  this  time,  the  prisoners  have  been  held  at  the  United  States  en- 
campment, where  their  presence  tended  to  embarrass  the  troops  and 
impair  their  efficiency,  while  the  constant  draughts  upon  the  command- 
ins  officer  for  men  to  assist  the  marshal  in  executing  his  writs  were 
alike  annoying  to  Colonel  Cooke  and  myself. 

One  of  the  greatest,  if  not  the  greatest,  obstacle  to  overcome  in  the 
production  of  peace  and  harmony  in  the  Territory,  is  the  unsettled 
condition  of  the  claims  to  the  public  lands.     These  lands  are  very 
considerably  covered  by  settlers,  many  of  whom  have  expended  much 
labor  and  money  in  the  improvement  of  their  claims,  to  which,  as 
yet,  they  have  no  legal  title.     These  improved  claims  have  excited 
the  cupidity  of  lawless  men ;  many  of  whom,  under  pretence  of  being 
actuated  by  either  anti-slavery  or  pro-slavery  proclivities,  drive  off  the 
settlers  and  take  possession  of  their  property.     The  persons  thus 
-driven  off,  having  no  legal  title  to  their  claims,  have  no  redress  at 
the  hands  of  the  law,  and  in  many  instances  have  patiently  and 
quietly  submitted  to  their  wrongs,  and  left  the  country  ;  while  others, 
;and  a  still  greater  portion,  have  retreated  to  the  towns,  combined  to- 
gether, and  prepared  themselves  to  defend  and  maintain  what  they 
justly  conceive  to  be  their  rights,  by  meeting  violence  with  violence. 
There  is  an  easy  remedy  for  this  v great  and  growing  evil,  and  this 
remedy  consists  in  the  immediate  opening  of  the  land  office,  that  settlers 
may  record  their  claims  (and  have  them  legally  confirmed)  to  the  public 
lands  on  which  they  have  settled  and  made  improvements.     This 
done,  incendiarisms  will  be  far  less  frequent,  and  the  original  settlers 
may  return  with  comparative  safety  to  their  homes.     Hence,  the  open- 
ing of  the  land  office,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  is  of  incalcula- 
ble importance  to  the  well-being  of  the  Territory. 

Mucn  trouble  will,  doubtless,  grow  out  of  the  sale,  next  month,  of 
the  Delaware  trust  lands.  Many  of  these  are  handsomely  improved, 
and  some  of  them  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  settlers  imagine 
that  they  have  a  right  in  equity,  if  not  in  law,  to  obtain  a  fee-simple 
deed  to  their  claims  by  paying  to  the  government  the  valuation  fixed 
by  the  United  States  appraisers.     The  arrangements  made  for  the 

Jublic  sale  places  the  actual  settler,  whose  money  and  labor  have  en- 
anced  the  value  of  the  land,  upon  an  equality  with,  or,  in  other 
words,  gives  him  no  advantage  over,  any  competitor  who  may  feel  dis- 
posed to  bid  against  him.  This  fact  has  produced  much  dissatisfac- 
tion, which,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  will  result  in  more  violence  and 
bloodshed.  Combinations  of  settlers  have  already  been  formed 
against  any  persons  who  may  attempt  to  purchase  their  claims  ;  and 
attempts  will  assuredly  be  made  to  prevent  possession  being  taken  by 
actual  purchasers,  other  than  the  present  occupants,  at  the  public 
sale. 

There  is  still  another  subject  to  which  it  is  proper  that  I  should  call 
your  attention.  The  postal  arrangements  of  the  Territory  are  lament- 
ably inefficient.  Complaints  on  this  subject  are  loud  and  universal, 
and  my  own  experience  has  convinced  me  that  these  are  not  without 
sufficient  cause.  Every  package  addressed  to  me  through  the  mail  is 
broken  and  inspected  before  it  reaches  my  hands.  It  is  entirely  un- 
safe to  send  information  through  the  post  office,  and  more  especially 
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so  to  use  that  medium  to  forward  anything  of  pecuniary  value.  Post- 
masters are  either  ignorant  of  their  duty  and  obligations,  or,  being 
acquainted  with  these,  act  in  violation  of  both.  Indeed,  I  have  been 
credibly  informed  that  in  some  places,  persons  not  connected  with  the 
offices  are  permitted  to  enter  and  overhaul  the  mails  previous  to  their 
distribution.  This  is  a  serious  evil,  upon  which  some  prompt  action 
is  needed.  The  api  ointment  of  a  special  mail  agent,  exclusively  for 
this  Territory,  to  visit  in  person  the  different  post  offices,  would, 
perhaps,  lead  to  a  proper  exposure  of  the  defective  postmasters  and 
mail-carriers,  and  suggest  measures  to  secure  to  our  citizens  the  abso- 
lute certainty  of  being  able  to  transmit  and  receive  letters  and  other 
documents  by  mail,  without  having  them  subject  to  being  broken 
open,  destroyed,  and  stolen. 

The  erection  of  a  territorial  prison  is  indispensable.  Without  this, 
it  is  impossible  to  administer  justice.  Having  arrested  and  convicted 
culprits,  we  have  no  place  for  their  confinement,  or  means  for  their 
punishment.  This  fact  renders  judges  inactive,  the  courts  inopera- 
tive, the  law  a  nullity,  and  enables  criminals  to  commit  outrages  with 
impunity.  With  the  permission  of  the  government,  a  temporary  es- 
tablishment for  the  confinement  of  those  convicted  of  crimes  might 
soon  be  erected,  which  would  answer  the  purpose  until  such  time  as  a 
permanent  prison,  of  as  great  magnitude  as  the  Territory  demands, 
can  be  properly  constructed.  The  ends  of  justice  will  then  be  sub- 
served, and  an  additional  guaranty  of  permanent  peace  be  given. 

I  cannot  close  this  despatch  without  expressing  my  acknowledg- 
ments and  thanks  for  the  promptness  ana  willingness  with  which 
Major  General  Persifor  F.  Smith,  and  Lieutenant  Colonels  Cooke  and 
Johnston,  as  well  as  the  officers  under  their  command,  have  answered 
all  my  requisitions,  and  otherwise  assisted  in  carrying  out  my  orders. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Oovemor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Hon.  Wm.  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. 


COMMISSIONS  ISSUED. 

September  23,  1866. — To  Andrew  H.  McFadden,  as  probate  judge 
of  Lykens  county,  vice  Isaac  Jacob,  removed  from  the  county. 

Joseph  B.  Goodwin  as  sheriff  of  said  county,  vice  B.  P.  Campbell, 
resigned. 

Warren  D.  Hoover  as  coroner  of  the  same  county,  in  place  of 
Andrew  H.  McFadden,  who  declined  the  office. 

Wm.  B.  Ewbanks,  Samuel  P.  Boone,  Henry  L.  Lyon,  Thomas  C. 
Warren,  James  Hughes,  Henry  Tuley,  William  Honeywell,  and 
Henry  W.  Peck,  as  justices  of  the  peace  of  Lykens  county. 

J.  P.  Tuley  and  Archibald  Oliver  as  constables  of  same  county. 

Eugene  H.  Tharpe,  of  Philadelphia,  and  George  Whitman,  of 
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Washington  city,   as  commissioners  of  deeds  for  the  Territory  of 
Kansas. 

Requisition  for  Medicines. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.y  September  23,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  appointed  Samuel  Logan,  M.  D.,  surgeon  of  the  newly 
raised  battalion  of  territorial  militia.  Will  you  please  furnish  him 
with  a  medicine  chest  and  such  instruments  as  he  may  require,  and 
oblige  your  obedient  eervaut,  ^    ^    ^^ 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Colonel  P.  St.  George  Cooke. 


A  copy  of  the  following  letter  was  forwarded  to  each  of  the  supreme 
judges  of  Kansas  Territory,  viz :  Chief  Justice  Lecompte,  and  Associ- 
ate Justices  Cato  and  Burnell : 

Inquiries  of  Supreme  Judges. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.}  September  23,  1856. 

Sir  :  Upon  my  arrival  here,  I  found  this  Territory  in  a  state  of  in- 
surrection, business  paralyzed,  the  operation  of  the  courts  suspended, 
and  the  civil  administration  of  the  government  inoperative  and  seem- 
ingly useless.  Much  complaint  has  been  made  to  me  against  the  ter- 
ritorial officers  for  alleged  neglect  of  duty,  party  bias,  and  criminal 
complicity  with  a  state  of  affairs  which  resulted  in  a  contempt  of  all 
authority. 

I  have,  therefore,  deemed  it  proper  to  address  circulars  to  all  terri- 
torial officers,  in  order  that,  being  informed  of  the  complaints  against 
them,  they  may  have  an  opportunity  to  vindicate  themselves  through 
my  department.  The  efficiency  of  the  executive  will  be  much  im- 
paired or  strengthened  by  the  manner  in  which  his  subordinates  in 
office  discharge  their  respective  duties.  As  it  is  my  sworn  duty  to  see 
that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed,  I  need  offer  no  apology  for  re- 
questing categorical  answers  to  the  following  interrogatories : 

1st.  When  did  you  assume  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  your  judi- 
cial office  ? 

2d.  What  counties  compose  your  judicial  district,  and  how  fre- 
quently have  you  held  courts  in  each  county,  or  in  your  district?. 

3d.  How  many  bills  have  been  presented  ?  How  many  ignored  in 
your  courts?  How  many  indictments  have  been  tried  before  you,  and 
how  many  convictions  had,  and  for  what  offences? 

With  a  brief  statement  of  other  facts  and  circumstances,  showing 
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the  manner  in  which  you  have  discharged  your  duties,  which  you  may 
be  pleased  to  communicate. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEABY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
The  Hon. , 

One  of  the  U.  S.  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 

of  Kansas  Territory. 


Inquiries  of  Architect  of  Public  Buildings. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  23,  1856. 

Sib  :  Having  learned  that  you  are  the  architect  of  the  public  buildings 
in  process  of  erection  at  this  place,  I  take  the  liberty  to  request  your 
answers  to  the  following  interrogatories : 

1.  What  connexion  nave  you  had  with  the  erection  of  the  public 
buildings,  and  by  whom  were  you  employed? 

2.  How  much  money  has  already  been  paid  out  and  expended — how 
much  is  due  and  unpaid — and  what  sum  will  be  required  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  public  buildings  ? 

3.  State  your  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  location,  progress, 
and  when,  in  your  opinion,  if  vigorously  prosecuted,  the  public  build- 
ings will  be  completed. 

With  any  other  suggestions  and  information  you  may  be  pleased  to 
communicate. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEABY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
William  Humboldt,  Esq., 

Architect  of  Public  Buildings. 


Inquiries  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  23,  1856. 

8nt :  Since  my  arrival,  I  have  been  informed  that  you  are  the  super- 
intendent for  the  erection  of  the  public  buildings  at  this  place.  If  so, 
I  desire  the  following  information : 

1.  A  copy  of  your  appointment,  showing  by  what  authority  you  act. 

2.  A  statement  as  to  how  the  public  buildings  are  to  be  erected — 
whether  by  contract  or  otherwise ;  and  if  by  contract,  a  copy  of  the 
same. 

3.  An  accurate  and  detailed  account  of  all  moneys  heretofore  paid 
and  expended,  with  the  amount  now  due  for  materials  furnished  and 
work  done. 
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4.  An  estimate  of  the  money  required  to  complete  the  public  build- 
ings, with  the  necessary  appurtenances,  according  to  the  present 
plans  ;  with  any  other  information  in  any  way  calculated  to  give  me 
an  insight  into  the  history  of  the  location,  progress,  and  contemplated 
completion  of  the  public  buildings  now  in  process  of  erection  at 
this  place. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Owen  C.  Stewart,  Esq. 


Reply  of  the  Superintendent. 

Lecompton,  September  23,  1856. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  official  request,  I  shall  proceed  to  give  you 
the  required  information,  as  far  as  my  position  gave  me  an  opportunity 
of  ascertaining  the  facts,  as  it  respects  the  erection  and  expenditures  of 
the  capitol  building  for  Kansas  Territory,   located  at  Lecompton, 
Douglas  county. 

1st  Question. — I  received  my  appointment  from  Wilson  Shannon, 
then  acting^  governor  for  the  Territory.  A  copy  of  the  article  of 
agreement  is  herewith  transmitted. 

2d  Question. — It  was  the  understanding  that  the  building  was  to  be 
let  in  separate  contracts,  a  portion  of  which  has  been  let  to  A.  Rod- 
rigue.  The  different  portions  will  be  explained  by  the  accompanying 
article  of  agreement  between  Governor  Shannon  and  A.  Rodrigue. 
In  the  absence  of  the  whole  being  let,  it  became  necessary  to  let  out 
the  framing  of  the  first  tier  of  joist,  which  was  let  to  A.  Rodrigue ; 
also,  a  portion  of  the  basement  frames  have  been  completed,  and  are 
ready  for  the  building.  The  remainder  of  said  frames  have  been  de- 
layed, in  order  to  give  the  lumber  an  opportunity  to  season. 

id  Question. — Amount  of  money  paid  to  A.  Rodrigue,  as  shown  by 
monthly  estimates : 

April  10,  amount  of  estimate t*59  75 

May  10,         "         "         "       2,600  25 

June  10,       "         "         "       3,897  11 

July  10,        "         "        ".    2,40114 

AuguBtlO,   "         "        " 2,916  13 

12,774  38 
Amount  paid  for  sundry  articles  of  Tyres  and 

Larimore,  account 171  35 

Crowther  and  Overfelt 110  40 

O.  0.  Stewart,  superintendent 1,000  00 

$14,056  13 
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Amount  of  expenditures  not  yet  paid : 

September— estimate  in  favor  of  A.  Bodrigue...  $2,421  94 

Account  of  J.  R.  Shepardson 18  31 

Bill  of  basement  frames 156  00 

Cash  paid  by  superintendent  for  sundries 34  50 

Balance  of  salary  due  superintendent  20th  of 

October 200  00 

Whole  amount 16,886  88 

Amount  not  paid,  $2,830  75. 

I  am  unable  to  give  you  the  amount  of  the  bill  of  castings  and 
window  frames  for  the  first  and  second  stories ;  also  the  cost  of  the 
amount  of  lumber  that  it  will  require  to  complete  the  building,  for 
the  want  of  various  sub-drawings  which  have  not  as  yet  been  placed 
into  my  hands  (the  job  not  requiring  themj  Your  fourth  question 
can  be  answered  more  satisfactorily  by  Mr.  Wm.  Bumboldt,  architect, 
St.  Louis. 

The  contract  for  delivering  the  materials,  bought  at  St.  Louis,  for 
the  building,  was  let  to  General  F.  T.  Marshall,  but  I  am  unable 
to  say  at  what  price.  Neither  am  I  able  to  state  at  what  time  the 
same  was  to  have  been  delivered  at  this  point ;  *a  portion  of  it  has 
been  delivered,  and,  owing  to  damage,  a  portion  of  it  has  not  been 
received.  I  condemned  the  same,  and  so  receipted  for  it  as  superin- 
dent ;  but  that  portion  of  the  castings  needed  first  is  yet  behind,  and 
unless  delivered  within  ten  days  the  work  will  have  to  stop  for  the 
want  of  the  bases  and  window-frames. 

In  the  original  plan  and  specifications  the  building  above  basement 
was  to  have  been  of  brick ;  Tbut  finding  it  impracticable,  the  contract 
was  changed,  (all  parties  agreeing,  as  I  so  understood  it.)  and  the  first 
and  second  stories  are  to  be  of  rubble  masonry,  plastered  with  Boman 
cement,  which  will  be  extra  of  the  present  contract.  For  further 
information  as  it  respects  the  change  in  contract,  I  would  refer  you  to 
Dr.  H.  Rodrigue,  the  contractor. 

As  it  respects  the  present  condition  of  the  building,  I  feel  satisfied 
that  it  would  have  been  much  farther  advanced  had  it  not  been  for  a 
continuation  of  the  difficulties  in  the  Territory,  which  have  at  times 
rendered  it  almost  impossible  for  the  present  contractor  to  procure  the 
services  of  such  men  as  he  needed.  If  the  above  is  not  sufficiently  full 
and  satisfactory,  you  will  confer  a  favor  by  letting  me  know. 

With  sentiments  of  respect,  I  am,  yours  truly,  and  obedient  servant, 

OWEN  C.  STEWART, 
Superintendent  of  Capitol  Building* 

His  Excellency  J  .  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
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Order  for  Militia  Guards. 

Executive  Department, 

Lecompton,  K.  T.,  Sept.  23,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  will  furnish,  from  time  to  time,  such  guards  to  the 
United  States  marshal  as  he  may  require,  taking  care  to  report  to 
me  whether  the  force  under  your  command  is  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
poses intended. 

Tours,  &c, 

JNO.  W.  GEABY, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Colonel  H.  T.  Titus. 


It  having  been  reported  to  Major  General  Smith,  as  well  as  to  the 
Executive,  that  large  bodies  of  armed  men  were  preparing  to  invade 
the  Territory  through  the  northern  frontiers,  especial  attention  was 
directed  to  that  quarter.  The  following  correspondence  relates  to  that 
subject : 

Despatch  from  Colond  Cooke. 

Camp,  7 J  a.  m.,  September  23,  1856. 

Dear  Sir.  I  send  you  despatches,  &c,  &c,  received  late  in  the 
night.  Colonel  Johnston  is  under  orders  for  the  "northern  frontier," 
to  repel  invasion,  with  four  companies,  1st  cavalry.  Can  you  give  us 
new  information  ?  Otherwise,  doubtless,  his  route  should  be  through 
Topeka,  and  he  would  soon  meet  all  bad  news.  I  have  anticipated 
Colonel  Johnston's  moving  in  an  hour  or  two'. 
In  great  haste,  I  am,  yours  truly, 

P.  ST.  GEORGE  COOKE, 

Commanding. 

His  Excellency  Governor  John  W.  Geary, 

Kansas  Territory ,  Lecompton. 


Beply  to  Colond  Cooke. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  23,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  this  morning,  also 
one  from  General  Smith,  both  relating  to  the  movement  of  Colonel 
Johnston,  with  four  companies  of  cavalry,  upon  the  northern  fron- 
tier. As  this  expedition  is  to  be  guided  entirely  by  instructions  to  be 
obtained  from  me,  I  can  now  merely  say  that  I  have  several  persons 
employed  in  that  region  of  the  Territory  to  obtain  and  report  to  me 
any  information  concerning  operations  that  might  affect  the  peace  of 
the  government;  and  having  yet  received  no  reports  from  them,  I 
-desire  that  the  departure  of  Colonel  Johnston  be  deferred  until  I  can 
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receive  and  communicate  to  70a  authentic  accounts  that  will  justify 
the  movement  of  the  troops. 

Yours,  truly, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Colonel  P.  St.  G.  Cooke, 

Commanding  United  States  troops. 


Letter  to  General  Smith. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T. ,  September  23,  1856. 

My  dear  Sir  :  I  received  your  official  and  private  letters  of  yester- 
day's date,  and  their  contents  were  duly  noted,  and  disposed  of  as 
directed  by  you. 

I  have  not  yet  obtained  sufficient  information  concerning  the  move- 
ments of  Lane's  party  in  the  north,  to  justify  the  marching  of  the 
troops  in  that  direction.  I  have  two  men  in  search  of  correct  infor- 
mation, and  as  soon  as  I  obtain  it  in  a  sufficiently  reliable  shape  to 
authorize  a  movement  in  that  direction,  it  shall  be  done,  and  I  will 
accompany  it  in  person. 

The  foot  companies,  to  fill  your  requisition,  will  be  full  in  a  few 
days.  I  have  need  for  one  company  of  cavalry.  I  trust  you  will 
give  me  a  requisition  for  it,  in  addition  to  the  two  of  infantry. 

Everything  is  apparently  quiet  in  this  part  of  the  Territory.  Me- 
chanics and  laborers  are  resuming  their  business.  All  the  arts  of 
peace  are  once  more  beginning  to  be  cultivated,  and  I  trust  its  benign 
influences  may  be  permanently  planted.  Yet  I  cannot  put  implicit 
confidence  in  the  present  calm.  It  seems  impossible  that,  after  a  few 
bold  strokes  only,  a  continuous  peace  could  be  established,  after  so 
long  and  serious  a  conflict.  I  feel  that  it  is  infinitely  better  to  main- 
tain a  few  additional  troops  than  to  run  the  risk  of  outbreaks  here- 
after. Every  poll  where  difficulty  is  likely  to  occur  should  be 
guarded  on  the  election  day. 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Major  General  P.  f\  Smith. 


September  24,  1856. — For  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information 
which  was  considered  of  great  value  to  the  Territory,  the  governor 
invited  to  Lecompton  Captain  Walker,  of  Lawrence,  one  of  the 
most  celebrated  and  daring  leaders  of  the  anti-slavery  party,  prom- 
ising him  a  safeconduct  to  Lecompton  and  back  again  to  Law- 
rence. During  Walker's  visit  at  the  executive  office,  Colonel  Ti- 
tus entered,  whose  house  was,  a  short  time  since,  destroyed  by  a 
large  force  under  the  command  of  Walker — an  offence  which  was 
subsequently  retaliated  by  the  burning  of  the  residence  of  the  lat- 
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ter.  These  men  were,  perhaps,  the  most  determined  enemies  in 
the  Territory.  Through  the  governor's  intervention,  a  pacific  meet- 
ing occurred,  a  better  understanding  took  place,  mutual  conces- 
sions were  made,  and  pledges  of  friendship  were  passed  ;  and,  late  in 
the  afternoon,  Walker  left  Lecompton  in  company  with  and  under 
the  safeguard  of  Colonel  Titus.  Both  these  men  have  volunteered  to 
enter  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  leaders  of  companies  of  terri- 
torial militia. 

September  25,  1856. 

Application  for  Troops. 

United  States  Marshal's  Office, 

Lecompton,  K.  T.}  September  25,  1856. 

Sir  :  A  warrant  has  been  in  my  hands,  issued  by  the  honorable 
Judge  Lecompte,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Kansas  Terri- 
tory, bearing  date  17th  September  instant,  for  the  arrest  of  Colonel 
Whipple  and  many  other  persons ;  upon  which  warrant  I  have 
arrested  fourteen  persons  at  Topeka,  on  the  18th  instant. 

And  whereas  a  great  number  mentioned  in  said  warrant  are  not 
yet  arrested,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  excited  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territory,  and  the  opposition  to  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
I  am  unable,  by  the  power  vested  in  me  as  United  States  marshal,  to 
execute  the  process  in  my  hands,  as  commanded  by  said  writ,  without 
the  aid  of  a  military  posse  to  assist  me  in  the  discharge  of  said  duty : 
I  am,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  your  excellency 
to  furnish  me  a  posse  of  ten  dragoons,  to  aid  me  in  making  the  arrests 
of  the  persons  mentioned  in  said  writ  of  arrest. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  DONELSON, 
United  States  Marshal  of  Kansas  Territory. 
His  Excellency  John  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Bequisition  for  Troops. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  25,  1856. 

Sir:  Having  been  shown  a  warrant  issued  by  the  honorable  the 
chief  justice  of  this  Territory,  for  the  arrest  of  Colonel  Whipple  and 
others,  for  crimes  committed  in  this  Territory,  and  being  duly  certi- 
fied by  the  United  States  marshal  that  he  is  unable,  by  virtue  of  the 
civil  power  vested  in  him,  to  execute  said  warrant,  and  requesting 
military  aid ; 

You  are  therefore  respectfully  requested  to  detail  a  posse  of  ten 
mounted  troops  (that  being  the  number  required  by  the  marshal)  to 
aid  him  in  the  execution  of  said  writ. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY,  Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Colonel  P.  St.  George  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  troops  near  Lecompton. 
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Inquiries  concerning  Requisitions. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton  y  K.  T.,  September  25,  1856. 

_  Sir  :  You  hare  at  sundry  times  made  application  to  me  for  requi- 
sitions upon  Colonel  Cooke,  commanding  the  United  States  troops  sta- 
tioned near  this  place,  for  men  to  assist  you  in  the  execution  of  war- 
rants upon  persons  charged  with  offences  against  the  peace  of  the 
Territory.    These  requisitions  were  made  as  follows : 

On  the  17th  instant,  for  200  dragoons,  to  serve  a  writ  upon  one 
Colonel  Whipple  and  others. 

On  the  same  day,  for  five  dragoons,  to  arrest  certain  parties  not 
named  in  your  application. 

On  the  20th  instant,  for  ten  dragoons,  to  execute  a  warrant  upon 
Thomas  Kemp  and  others. 

And  on  the  22d  instant,  for  six  dragoons,  to  aid  in  securing  sundry 
persons  charged  upon  the  complaint  of  James  B.  Lofton. 

As  I  have  received  no  official  information  respecting  the  result  of 
the  above-named  requisitions,  you  will  oblige  me  by  reporting  at 
once,  in  writing,  whether  they  were  complied  with  ;  and  if  so,  whether 
the  objects  for  which  they  were  made  have  been  accomplished  ;  and  all 
other  information  relative  to  the  subject  that  you  have  the  means  to 
communicate.  t 

Yours,  &c, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
J.  B.  Donelson,  Esq., 
U.  S.  Marshal,  K.  T. 


Reply  of  Marshal  Donelson. 

U.  S.  Marshal's  Office, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  25,  1856. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  interrogatories,  contained  in  your  note  of 
to-day,  as  to  the  results  of  requisitions  made  on  your  excellency  for  mili- 
tary posses  to  aid  in  making  arrests  of  persons  charged  with  offences 
against  the  peace  of  the  Terrtitory,  to  wit : 

"  A  requisition  on  the  17th  instant,  for  two  hundred  dragoons,  to 
serve  writs  on  Colonel  Whipple  and  others."  This  requisition, 
under  command  oi  Colonel  Jonnston,  marched  from  near  Lecompton 
at  two  o'clock  on  the  18th  instant,  for  Topeka,  where  Colonel  Whipple, 
and  a  large  number  of  others,  commanded  by  the  warrants  in  my 
hands  to  be  arrested,  were  supposed  to  be.  The  troops  reached  To- 
peka early  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant,  where  I  made  arrests 
of  fourteen  persons,  identified  as  being  of  the  party  of  Colonel 
Whipple,  in  the  robbery  of  Osawkee,  one  of  whom  was  too  unwell  to 
be  removed ;  another,  through  mistake,  was  left.  Twelve  persons 
were  brought  to  this  place  and  put  under  guard  of  the  United 
States  troops,  until  Monday,  the  22d  instant,  at  which  time  eight 
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were  turned  over  to  Colonel  H.  G.  Titus,  of  the  territorial  militia,  to 
guard ;  four  of  the  twelve  having  made  their  escape  while  in  charge 
of  the  United  States  troops.  The  remaining  eight,  namely  :  John 
Richie,  John  W  Kagie,  Wm.  Fisher,  Charles  Biggs,  Charles  Sax- 
ton,  John  W.  Kemble,  B.  W.  Atwood,  and  John  Bro^n,  were  on 
the  24th  instant  brought  before  the  Hon.  Sterling  G.  Cato,  associate 
justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  Territory,  for  examination  ;  who, 
after  the  evidence,  committed  John  Richie,  John  W.  Kagie,  Charles 
Sax  ton,  and  Charles  Diggs,  for  highway  robbery,  and  discharged 
James  Kemble,  John  Brown,  Wm.  Fisher,  and  B.  W.  Atwood. 

The  requisition  made  on  the  same  day,  (the  17th  instant,)  for  five 
dragoons,  upon  which  no  arrests  were  made. 

The  requisition  made  on  the  20th  instant,  for  the  dragoons  to  aid 
in  arresting  Thomas  Kemp  and  others  for  robbery,  resulted  in  the 
arrest  of  Thomas  Kemp,  Robert  Inchown,  J.  W.  Thompson,  Orval 
Thompson,  and  William  Owens,  who  are  now  before  the  court  upon 
examination. 

The  requisition  made  on  the  22d  instant,  for  six  dragoons  to  aid  me 
in  arresting  certain  persons  for  horse-stealing,  on  the  affidavit  ot 

James  B.  Lofton,  resulted  in  the  arrest  of  George  Leonard  and 

Tabor,  who  were  brought  before  the  court  to-day  for  hearing,  and 
the  case  continued  until  to-morrow. 

Another  requisition  for  a  posse  of  (number  not  mentioned  in  your 
communication)  dragoons,  were  sent  with  Deputy  Marshal  Cramer, 
on  a  warrant  issued  by  the  Hon  Sterling  G.  Cato,  associate  justice, 
&c,  on  the  20th  instant,  upon  an  affidavit  by  Isaac  G.  Baker,  for  the 
arrest  of  a  company  of  marauders  and  robbers  (whose  names  were  un- 
known to  said  Baker,)  in  the  county  of  Franklin.  The  posse  pro- 
ceeded by  way  of  Lawrence  and  Blan ton's  bridge  to  Hickory  Point, 
where  they  ascertained  that  these  marauders  had  returned  the  day 
previous  by  way  of  Blanton's  bridge.     No  arrest  was  made. 

The  objects  for  which  the  requisitions  werfc  made  have  been  par- 
tially accomplished.  On  the  requisition  for  two  hundred  dragoons, 
on  the  17th  instant,  a  large  number  implicated  in  the  warrant  have 
not  yet  been  arrested,  on  account  of  the  difficulties  in  finding  their 
whereabouts.  That  for  the  five  on  the  same  day  proved  abortive. 
That  of  the  20th  instant,  for  ten  dragoons,  was  accomplished,  or 
nearly  so.  That  of  the  22d  instant,  for  six  dragoons,  succeeded  in 
arresting  two  of  {he  offenders,  one  more  of  whom  has  since  been 
arrested,  and  one  still  cannot  be  found. 

No  resistance  has  been  made  to  the  execution  of  any  of  these 
writs  ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  any  will  be  made  when  the  marshal  is 
accompanied  by  a  military  posse. 

I  have  now  in  my  hands  a  large  number  of  writs  not  executed,  on 
account  of  the  press  of  business  before  the  examining  court  now  sit- 
ting in  this  place. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  DO  NELSON, 
United  States  Marshal,  K.  T. 

His  ^Excellency  J.  W.  Gbaby, 
Oovemor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
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Requisition  for  Troops. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  25,  1856. 

Sir:  Having  received  reliable  information  that  about  200  armed 
men,  in  defiance  of  my  recent  proclamation,  under  command  of  a 
certain  Redpath,  have  entered  the  Territory  through  Nemaha  county, 
in  the  Territory  of  Nebraska,  on  their  way  to  Topeka,  which  they 
expect  to  reach  to-morrow  night, — 

I  desire  you  to  send  a  force  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  mounted 
troops,  with  instructions  to  disperse  said  armed  body  of  men,  and  to 
assist  the  United  States  marshal,  or  his  deputy,  to  execute  any  writs 
in  his  possession,  and  to  make  any  arrests  which  circumstances  may 
seem  to  require. 

I  have  also  to  request  that  you  send  one  company  of  infantry  to 
the  neighborhood  of  Lawrence,  to  be  there  stationed,  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  the  peace  of  the  neighborhood,. including  the  town  of 
Franklin. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Colonel  P.  St.  George  Cooke, 
Commanding  U.  8.  Troops  near  Lecompton. 

The  following  letter  was  this  day  received  from  General  John  W. 
Beid,  late  a  commander  of  the  Kansas  militia,  called  into  the  service 
of  the  Territory  by  Secretary  Woodson,  when  acting  governor: 

Letter  from  General  Beid. 

Independence,  Missouri, 
September  20,  1856. 

Sir:  The  expedition  which  was  disbanded,  by  your  order,  at  Frank- 
lin, the  other  day,  was  put  on  foot  at  a  time  when  it  seemed  the  gov- 
ernment was,  by  the  factious  action  of  Congress,  about  to  be  deprived 
of  power  to  enforce  order  in  the  Territory,  and  in  the  belief  amongst 
our  people  that  they  were  driven  to  the  sword  to  maintain  and  pro- 
tect their  rights  in  the  Territory  against  violation  by  a  band  of  free- 
booters. 

As  soon,  however,  as  I  read  your  proclamation,  and  saw  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  government  to  you,  and  your  power  and  determination  to 
enforce  them,  I  determined,  though  against  the  consent  of  some  who 
were  more  zealous  than  judicious,  to  do  no  act  which  would  bring  our 
forces  into  conflict  with  you,  or  which  would,  in  any  way,  increase  the 
embarrassments  of  your  position.  The  result,  you  know,  transpired  at 
Franklin,  and  was  as  gratifying  to  me  as  to  yourself.  But,  like  all 
other  men  who  take  positions  when  they  are  responsible  for  the  acts 
of  an  organized  mob  of  militia,  I  am  maligned  and  assailed  for  the 
manner  of  terminating  the  affair. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  we  had  too  many  men  who  were  actuated  by  no 
higher  motive  than  pillage  and  plunder;  and,  also,  others  who  went 
to  avenge  real  or  supposed  wrongs,  and  who  are  greatly  outraged  that 
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they  were  not  permitted  to  enter  Lawrence  and  plunder  it,  and 
hence  are  busy  in  attributing  to  me  every  motive  but  the  true  one  for 
the  result  of  affairs.  And  hence,  I  trouble  you  with  this  note,  and 
will  take  it  as  a  favor  if  you  will  answer  the  following  queries: 

1st.  Had  you  not,  the  day  before  our  arrival,  visited  Lawrence  with 
United  States  dragoons  and  disbanded  Lane's  forces,  then  there? 

2d.  Was  not  Lawrence  at  the  time  of  our  approach  in  an  almost 
defenceless  condition  ?  And  would  not  the  taking  and  sacking  of  it, 
under  the  circumstances,  have  been  dishonorable  to  the  attacking 
party? 

3d.  Were  you  not  compelled  by  official  duty,  having  disbanded 
their  forces,  to  interpose  with  the  United  States  troops  to  prevent 
our  entry  into  Lawrence? 

4th.  Was  not  the  flag  on  the  Blue  Mound  a  signal  to  advise  you  ot 
our  approach,  so  that  you  might  start  for  the  relief  of  the  town  in 
time?     (I  so  understood  you  at  Franklin.) 

5th.  Could  Lawrence  have  been  taken  by  us  on  Sunday  evening 
before  the  troops  or  yourself  came  to  its  succor  ?  And  did  not  the 
people  advise  you,  by  runners,  of  our  approach? 

&th.  Could  the  town  of  Lawrence  have  been  attacked  and  taken  by 
us  on  Sunday,  the  14th  instant,  except  in  violation  of  your  authority, 
and  in  opposition  to  your  power  and  that  of  the  United  States  forces 
at  your  command  being  present  and  resisting  such  attaek? 

By  answering  the  above  you  will  confer  a  personal  favor  upon  one 
who  entertains  a  high  respect  for  yourself  and  for  the  manner  in  which 
you  performed  the  functions  of  your  difficult  position. 

I  will  add  that,  when  twenty  miles  from  Lawrence,  I  learned  from 
the  stage-driver  and  the  passengers  that  the  armed  force  in  the  town 
had  been  disbanded  by  you  the  day  before,  and  that  I  then  deter- 
mined not  to  allow  it  to  be  entered  if  contrary  to  your  wish  ;  and  I  have 
only  one  regret  connected  with  the  affair,  and  that  is,  that  some  bad 
men  who  were  with  us  did  commit  some  outrages,  only  too  much  re- 
sembling those  of  which  I  hope  you  will  believe  was  beyond  my  con- 
trol or  power  to  prevent. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  REID. 

His  Excellency  John  W.  Geary, 

Oovernor  of  Kansas  Territory. 


Reply  to  General  Reid. 

Executive  Department, 
Lewmpton,  K.  T.,  September  25,  1856. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  20th  instant  was  received  by  last 
night's  mail,  and,  although  pressed  by  official  business,  I  hasten  to 
give  an  immediate  response  to  your  friendly  letter. 

In  order  to  make  my  reply  entirely  lucid  and  satisfactory,  I  will 
first  answer  your  interrogatories  in  their  order. 
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In  reply  to  your  first,  I  have  to  state  that  on  the  day  before  the 
arrival  of  your  forces,  I  had  visited  Lawrence  in  person,  accompanied 
by  about  three  hundred  dragoons ;  that  I  caused  my  printed  procla- 
mations to  be  circulated  there,  commanding  "all  bodies  of  men,  com- 
bined, armed,  and  equipped  with  munitions  of  war,  without  authority 
of  the  government,  instantly  to  disband  or  quit  the  Territory,  as  they 
will  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril.' '  At  Lawrence  I  neither  saw 
Lane,  nor  any  body  of  armed  forces  ;  nor  have  I  seen  Lane  since. 

In  reply  to  your  second  interrogatory,  I  answer  that  I  was  at  Law- 
rence at  the  time  of  your  approach,  and  that  so  far  as  its  inhabitants 
were  concerned,  the  place  was  "  almost  in  a  defenceless  condition,  and 
that  the  sacking  and  taking  of  it  under  the  circumstances  would  have 
reflected  no  honor  upon  the  attacking  party." 

In  reply  to  your  third  interrogatory,  I  say  that  I  was  "  compelled 
by  official  duty  to  prevent  your  entry  into  Lawrence  by  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  United  States  troops,"  and  that  I  would  have  done  so. 

In  reply  to  your  fourth  interrogatory,  I  have  to  state,  that  I  knew 
nothing  of  the  purpose  of  the  "  flag  on  the  Blue  Mound  "  until  it  was 
pointed  out  to  me  in  the  camp  at  Franklin,  and  I  was  there  told  that 
it  was  to  signal  the  people  of  Latorence  of  the  approach  of  your  forces. 

In  reply  to  your  last  interrogatory,  I  say  that  the  town  of  Law- 
rence "  could  not  have  been  attacked  and  taken  by  the  forces  under 
your  command,  on  Sunday  the  14th  instant,  except  in  violation  of  my 
authority,  in  opposition  to  my  power,  and  in  defiance  of  the  United 
States  troops,  being  present,  and  under  my  command." 

In  reply  to  other  portions  of  your  letter,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
to  you  an  extract  from  a  letter  which  I  addressed  to  the  governor  of 
Missouri  on  the  20th  instant: 

"Your  estimate  of  the  patriotism  and  honorable  bearing  of  the 

Sood  citizens  of  Missouri  is  by  no  means  too  exalted,  as  was  fully 
emonstrated  by  their  conduct  when  recently  assembled  in  great  force 
before  the  town  of  Lawrence. 

"  They  came  there  with  a  fixed  determination  to  destroy  that  town, 
in  retaliation,  as  they  said,  for  wrongs  which  their  fellow-citizens 
from  Missouri  had  experienced  at  the  hands  of  the  citizens  of  Law- 
rence. 
+€i  My  presence  there  was  indeed  most  opportune  ;  and  your  excel- 
lency cannot  imagine  my  emotions  of  gratitude,  when,  in  response  to 
my  appeal,  the  army  of  Miss  our ians  most  gracefully  resolved  to  dis- 
band, return  to  their  respective  homes,  and  trust  to  my  efforts  for  the 
protection  of  their  friends  here. 

"  I  trust  that  your  excellency  will  in  some  way  do  me  the  favor  to 
communicate  to  those  of  your  citizens  who,  upon  that  occasion,  so 
honorably  responded  to  my  appeal,  my  heartfelt  thanks  and  my  sin- 
cere obligations. 

"  If  the  Missourians  had  executed  their  purpose  to  destroy  Law- 
rence and  massacre  its  inhabitants,  it  would  have  been  a  stain  upon 
the  escutcheon  of  your  noble,  conservative  State,  which  time  could 
scarcely  have  effaced.  Having  burned  Lawrence  and  destroyed  its  in- 
habitants, excited  by  the  contest,  and  rendered  more  fierce  by  their 
work  of  blood,  they  would  have  marched  upon  Topeka,  and  it  would 
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have  met  the  fate  of  Lawrence,  and  the  free-State  men  would  have 
been  utterly  exterminated. 

"Such  a  catastrophe  would  have  excited  so  great  a  horror,  and  stirred 
up  so  fierce  an  indignation  throughout  the  entire  north,  that  all  my 
efforts  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  Territory  would  have  been  utterly 
impotent  and  futile.  We  would  have  been  literally  overrun  by  a 
northern  army,  and  the  flames  of  civil  war  would  have  been  kindled 
throughout  the  country. 

"It  is,  therefore,  a  source  of  hearty  gratulation  that  the  citizens  ot 
Missouri  have  had  the  good  sense  to  place  themselves  in  a  correct  posi- 
tion, and  thus  render  such  essential  service  to  the  cause  of  good  order. 

"  I  trust  that,  for  the  future,  the  same  courtesy  will  be  extended 
towards  me  by  your  citizens,  and  that  the  most  cordial  relations  may 
forever  exist  between  the  two  governments." 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  unite  with  you  in  the  earnest  expression  of 
regret  "that  some  bad  men  connected  with  your  expedition  did,  upon 
their  retirement,  commit  outrages  which  all  good  men  should  de- 
plore." ;,-'■' 

I  cannot,  however,  close  this  hasty  letter  without  expressing  my 
warm  thanks  to  you,  individually,  for  your  manly  and  generous  con- 
duct on  the  occasion  referred  to,  and  your  prompt  compliance  with  my 
wishes. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEABY, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

General  John  W.  Reid. 


September  26, 1856. — Numerous  applications  have  been  made  at  the 
executive  office,  by  parties  residing.in  different  sections  of  the  Territory, 
for  the  privilege  ot  organizing  armed  bodies  of  men,  ostensibly  for  the 
purpose  of  protection  to  the  neighborhoods  in  which  the  applicants  re- 
reside.  As  the  granting  of  such  a  privilege  would  be  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  proclamations  of  the  11th  instant,  and  be  the  means  of 
re-establishing  partisan  bands  over  the  Territory,  it  has  invariably 
been  refused.  The  following  letter  and  reply  exhibit  the  policy  of 
the  governor  on  this  subject : 

Letter  from  H.  Clay  Pate. 

Wbstport,  September  25,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  Judge  Wilson,  of  Franklin  county,  of  whom  I  spoke  in 
a  letter  some  days  since,  asking  your  attention  to  the  election  in  that 
county  and  Lykens,  desires  that  I  should  organize  the  settlers  of  those 
two  counties  into  a  company  for  mutual  protection  during  the  election 
excitement. 

I  have  told  him  I  would  do  so,  provided  you  would  give  me  a  com- 
mission. There  will  certainly  be  a  disturbance  if  no  sufficient  force  is 
there.  Some  of  our  own  party  are  going,  who  are  themselves  impru- 
dent, aijd,  in  some  cases,  disorganizes,  and  should  be  under  restraint. 
If  not,  they  will  do  more  harm  than  good. 
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The  presence  of  a  body  of  men  is  necessary ;  but  I  will  not  consent 
to  command  them  without  such  authority  from  you  as  will  enable  me 
to  enforce  rules  and  prevent  all  kinds  of  violence. 

Please  answer  at  once.  I  refer  you  to  Secretary  Woodson,  Colonel 
Titus,  Sheriff  Jones,  and  Doctor  Rodrique. 

Your  servant,  H.  CLAY  PATE. 

Governor  John  W.  Geary. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  R.  T.,  September  26,  1856. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  favor  of  yesterday,  suggesting 
anticipated  difficulties  in  the  counties  of  Franklin  and  Lykens,  in  this 
Territory,  at  the  approaching  election,  and  volunteering  your  services 
to  raise  a  company  to  preserve  the  peace  of  those  counties,  and  pre- 
vent disturbance  at  the  polls. 

While  thanking  you  most  kindly  for  your  suggestions  and  for  your 
very  friendly  offer,  I  have  to  say  that  I  have  made  every  arrangement 
necessary  to  protect  the  bona  fide  citizens  of  this  Territory  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  right  of  suffrage.  The  order  has  already  issued  to  secure 
the  attendance  of  United  States  troops  at  points  where  I  have  any 
reason  to  anticipate  trouble. 

I  am  especially  determined  and  sensitive  on  this  point,  and  will 
punish  with  the  utmost  severity  any  interference  with  the  legitimate 
exercise  of  the  sacred  right  of  suffrage. 

I  trust  that  you  and  all  other  good  men  will  aid  me  in  this  matter, 
which  I  have  so  much  at  heart. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

H.  Clay  Pate,  Esq. 

September  27, 1856. 

Bequistion  for  troops  to  guard  the  prisoners. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.}  September  27,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  making  a  requisition  upon  you  for 
thirty  infantry,  to  perform  guard  duty  over  the  United  States  prisoners 
in  Lecompton.  The  infantry  guard  to  go  on  duty  to-morrow,  (Sun- 
day,) at  9  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  to  serve  one  day. 

This  requisition  is  made  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  volunteer 
guard,  who  have  been  on  duty,  night  and  day,  since  their  enlistment. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
To  Col.  P.  St.  George  Cooke, 

Commanding  United  States  forces  near  Lecompton. 
10 
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Application  for  Troops. 

United  States  Marshal's  Office, 

Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  27,  1856. 

Sir  :  Sundry  warrants  or  writs  of  arrest  have  been  placed  in  my 
hands,  issued  by  the  Hon.  Sterling  Gk  Cato,  associate  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  for  this  Territory,  upon  the  following  affidavits,  to  wit: 

The  affidavit  of  L.  B.  Stateler,  dated  17th  September  instant;  war- 
rants were  issued  for  one  Harvey  Moore,  and  others,  date  same  as 
affidavit. 

The  affidavit  of  William  A.  M.  Vaughan,  dated  17th  September, 
instant ;  warrants  were  issued  for  the  arrest  of  Charles  Moffat  and 
Marion  J.  Mitchell,  and  others,  dated  same  as  affidavit. 

The  affidavit  of  Benjamin  D.  Castleman,  dated  the  24th  September, 
instant ;  warrants  were  issued  for  the  arrest  of  Martin  Stowell,  Jemi- 
son  Cleveland,  and  others,  date  same  as  affidavit. 

The  affiants  all  live  in  and  near  Tecumseh,  Shawnee  county,  Kan- 
sas Territory ;  the  offenders,  many  who  are  here  named,  live  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Tecumseh  and  Topeka. 

In  consequence  of  the  known  opposition  of  these  offenders  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws,  I  am  unable,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in 
me  as  United  States  marshal  for  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  to  make 
arrest  of  said  offenders.  I  therefore  request  your  excellency  to  furnish 
me  a  military  posse  of  twenty  United  States  dragoons  to  aid  me  in 
making  the  arrests  commanded  by  said  writs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  DONELSON, 
United  States  Marshal  for  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 

His  Excellency  John  W.  Gkart, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 


The  foregoing  Application  declined. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T7.,  September  27,  1856. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  requisition  for  a  posse  of  twenty 
United  States  dragoons,  to  aid  you  in  the  execution  of  certain  warrants 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Tecumseh  and  Topeka. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  say  that  there  are  now  one  hundred  and  fifty 
United  States  mounted  troops  in  the  vicinity  referred  to,  and  my  ad- 
vices are  that  peace  and  quiet  reign  there,  and  I  believe  you  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty. 

I  must,  therefore,  decline  acceding  to  your  request  until  I  am 
clearly  satisfied  that  you  cannot  execute  your  warrants  by  virtue  of  the 
civil  authority  already  vested  in  you. 
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I  am  very  averse  to  the  employment  of  the  military  to  execute  civil 
process,  and  will  only  do  so  in  cases  of  imperative  necessity. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
J.  B.  Donelson,  Esq., 

United  States  marshal  for  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 


Beport  of  Marshal  Dandson. 

United  States  Marshal's  Offick, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.9  September  27,  1856. 

Sir:  A  requisition  was  made  by  me  on  the  23d  of  September, 
instant,  for  a  posse  often  dragoons,  to  aid  me  in  arresting  certain  persons 
implicated  in  a  writ  issued  by  the  Honorable  Samuel  Lecompte,  chief 
justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  on  the  17th 
September,  instant,  for  Colonel  Whipple  and  others. 

This  posse  granted  by  you  proceeded  on  the  24th  of  September, 
instant,  accompanied  by  my  deputy,  William  H.  Tebbs,  to  Osawkee, 
in  Jefferson  county,  Kansas  Territory,  and  arrested  in  that  neighbor- 
hood the  following  persons  named  and  implicated  in  said  warrant,  to 
wit:  Ephraim  Bainter,  Doctor  Cole,  Absalom  Vickars,  Henry  Hoover, 
Henry  Bowles,  Nathan  Griffiths,  Jacob  Fisher,  and  French  Lewis. 

The  posse  arrived  here  on  yesterday  evening  with  the  prisoners, 
who  were  turned  over  to  Colonel  H.  T.  Titus,  commanding  the  terri- 
torial militia,  for  safe  keeping. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  DONELSON, 
United  Stales  Marshal  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 
His  Excellency  John  W.  Gbakt, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 


Beport  of  Deputy  Marshal  Tebbs. 

United  States  Marshal's  Office, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.9  September  27,  1856. 

Sir  :  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  submit  the  following  statement  of  oc- 
currences under  my  observation  in  the  performance  of  certain  official 
duties  devolving  upon  me  as  deputy  United  States  marshal,  in  Jeffer- 
son county,  Territory  of  Kansas.  A  requisition  for  ten  United  States 
dragoons  having  been  placed  under  my  direction,  I  left  Lecompton  at  12 
o'clock  m.,  on  the  25th  of  September,  instant,  and  proceeded  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Osawkee,  and  by  12  o'clock  of  that  night  succeeded 
in  arresting  six  persons  upon  a  warrant  issued  by  his  honor  Samuel  D. 
Lecompte,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Kansas  Territory,  and 
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on  the  next  morning  two  others  upon  the  same  writ,  all  of  whom  were 
safely  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  United  States  marshal,  J.  B. 
Donelson,  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  inst.  I  have  further  to  state 
that  no  resistance  was  made  to  my  authority,  except  in  words  by  one 
of  the  persons,  who  was  quiokly  silenced  without  violence. 

I  take  pleasure,  also,  in  stating  to  your  excellency,  that  so  far  as  I 
have  heard  an  expression  of  feelings  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  that 
county,  with  nearly  all  of  whom  I  have  an  intimate  acquaintance,  they 
were  delighted  with  the  course  pursued  and  adopted  by  you,  and  feel 
confident  in  the  hop©  of  a  rapid  restoration  of  the  country  to  peace 
and  prosperity. 

I  ascertained  from  reliable  authority  that  General  James  H.  Lane, 
on  the  day  after  leading  the  attack  on  Hickory  Point,  made  a  speech 
to  his  men,  after  first  reading  your  proclamation  which  directed  them 
to  disperse.  He  then  dispersed  them,  and  declared  his  intention  of 
leaving  the  country. 

I  could  hear  of  no  armed  bodies  of  men  any  where  in  that  section  of 
the  country. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  TEBBS, 
Deputy  U.  S.  Marshal,  K.  T. 

His  Excellency  John  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

On  the  evening  of  the  26th  instant,  Judge  S.  G.  Cato  was  accident- 
ally shot  in  the  ankle  by  the  discharge  of  a  pistol  in  the  hands  of 
another  person.  The  wound,  though  not  mortal,  is  sufficiently  severe 
to  prevent  his  attending  for  some  time  to  his  official  duties.  Under 
the  present  pressing  necessities  for  his  services,  this  calamity  is  pecu- 
liarly unfortunate.  A  number  of  prisoners  are  awaiting  a  preliminary 
examination  on  sundry  charges,  and  it  is  important  that  they  should 
immediately  be  heard.  The  accident  to  Judge  Cato,  and  the  continued 
absence  from  the  Territory  of  Judge  Burrell,  rendered  necessary  the 
instant  despatch  of  the  following  communication  to  Chief  Justice 
Lecompte,  now  at  Leavenworth  city : 

Trial  of  Prisoners. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  27,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  An  accident  having  occurred  last  night  to  Judge  Cato, 
lhe  is  rendered  incapable  of  prosecuting  his  official  duties.  This  is 
.peculiarly  unfortunate  at  this  particular  time.  A  number  of  persons 
recently  arrested,  charged  with  crime,  are  awaiting  an  examination, 
and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  a  hearing  should  be  given  to  them 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  I  would,  therefore,  urge  the  import- 
ance of  your  immediate  return  to  Lecompton.  A  number  of  witnesses 
who  have  been  summoned  will  be  here  on  Monday  next,  to  attend 
preliminary  examinations  of  the  prisoners. 

There  are  now  here  over  one  nundred  persons  who  have  already 
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been  heard  by  Judge  Cato,  and  committed  for  trial  on  charges  of  mur- 
der, robbery,  &c.  It  is.  indispensable  that  the  court  should  be  held 
in  this  place  for  the  trial  of  these  men,  ae  the  difficulties  attending 
their  conveyance  to  Leavenworth,  and  collecting  the  witnesses  at  that 
place,  are  insurmountable.  You  will  therefore  please  make  arrange- 
ments for  holding  the  court  at  Lecompton. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Honorable  Samuel  D.  Lecomptb, 

Chief  Justice  of  Kansas  Territory. 

On  the  19th  instant  a  communication  was  received  at  this  office, 
dated  the  9th  instant  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  signed  by  Dr.  S. 
Norton  and  seven  others,  who  claimed  to  have  been  citizens  of  Leav- 
enworth, and  to  have  been  driven  from  their  homes  in  that  city  by 
force,  exercised  by  an  armed  body  of  men  under  command  of  Cap- 
tain Emory,  of  the  territorial  militia.  The  following  letter  from  the 
mayor  of  Leavenworth  city  is  in  reply  to  inquiries  addressed  to  him 
on  this  subject : 

Letter  from  the  Mayor  of  Leavenworth  City. 

Leavenworth  city,  Kansas  Territory, 

September  23,  1856. 

Respected  Sir  :  Your  favor  of  the  19th  instant  has  been  duly  received, 
and  I  hasten  to  reply  thereto.  The  petitioners  referred  to  in  your 
letter,  it  is  true,  were  citizens  of  this  city ;  and  it  is  equally  true 
that  they  were  opposed  in  principle  and  sentiment  to  the  statute  laws 
of  this  Territory,  and  on  all  and  every  occasion  were  found  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  law  and  order  party  of  this  city.  At  the  time  they  left 
this  city,  there  existed  a  very  high  state  of  excitement.  The  pro- 
slavery,  or  law  and  order  party,  were  hourly  expecting  an  attack  to 
be  made  on  them  from  a  portion  of  the  notorious  Colonel  Lane's  party. 
Large  numbers  of  them  had  removed  their  wives  and  children  away 
from  the  town.  Others  were  on  guard  at  the  edge  of  town,  and  en- 
gaged in  erecting  barricades  to  defend  their  persons  and  property 
against  attack  from  a  body  of  men  whom  they  looked  upon  as  enemies 
to  the  laws  of  Kansas  Territory,  and  as  outlaws  and  traitors  to  our 
common  country.  For  two  or  three  days  previous  to  the  time  that 
these  men  state  to  your  excellency  that  they  were  forced  to  leave,  ap- 
peals had  been  made  to  every  citizen  of  Leavenworth  city,  who  was  in 
favor  of  sustaining  the  Kansas  laws,  and  resisting  an  attack  from 
Lane's  men,  to  shoulder  their  guns  and  come  to  the  defence  of  the 
city.  Those  men  put  a  deaf  ear  to  any  such  appeals ;  and  on  Tuesday, 
the  2d  instant,  the  leading  military  men  of  the  city  requested  Cap- 
tain Emory  to  detail  a  guard  from  his  company  to  go  around  the  city 
and  notify  all  persons  who  were  not  in  favor  of  the  laws,  and  unwilling 
to  fight  in  defence  of  the  city,  that  they  had  better  leave.  I  cannot 
state  to  you  as  a  fact  that  the  petitioners  alluded  to  in  your  letter 
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received  any  orders  from  Captain  Emory  ;  but  if  they  did,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  they  were  as  above  stated. 

Your  excellency  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  at  the  time  spoken  of  the 
civil  arm  of  the  law  was  completely  paralyzed.  Now  that  peace  is 
restored,  and  the  officers  of  the  law  have  determined  to  act  strictly  in 
accordance  with  your  proclamation,  I  believe  those  men  have  nothing 
to  fear  in  returning  here.  If  they  will  act  as  law-abiding  citizens, 
they  shall  receive  from  me  that  protection  which  the  law  demands. 

I  hope,  sir,  you  will  permit  me  to  add  that  I  have,  as  mayor  of  this 
city,  endeavored  on  all  occasions  to  prevent  bloodshed,  and  have  the 
city  ordinances  and  laws  of  the  Territory  obeyed  and  respected  ;  and 
when  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  enforce  them,  as  in  the  last  excite- 
ment, I  went  around,  and,  by  persuasive  language,  allayed  excitement 

far  as  possible. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  E.  MURPHY, 

Honorable  John  W.  Geary, 

Oovernor  of  Kansas  Territory. 


Reported  invasion  in  the  North. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.y  September  27,  1856. 

Sir  :  You  will  perceive  by  the  accompanying  letter  from  a  respect- 
able citizen  of  Chicago,  of  the  16th  instant,  and  endorsed  by  the  post- 
master at  Westport  on  the  25tb  instant,  and  just  received  by  me,  that 
"  one  thousand  armed  men  were  about  to  start  from  Chicago  to  help 
Lane  at  Lawrence,  and  that  they  expect  to  enter  Kansas  through  the 
State  of  Iowa  and  the  Territory  of  Nebraska." 

I  deem  it  important  to  communicate  this  information,  in  order  that 
you  may  communicate  with  Colonel  Johnston  on  the  subject,  that  he 
may  take  such  precautionary  measures  as  under  the  circumstances 
may  be  deemed  advisable  to  prevent  the  ingress  of  any  armed  force, 
in  violation  of  my  proclamation,  along  the  northern  frontier. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Oovernor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Colonel  P.  St.  George  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  B.  forces  near  Lecompton. 


Coommis8ions  issued. 

To  William  A.  Cardwell,  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  Lecompton 
township,  Douglas  county. 

John  Spicer,  as  county  commissioner  for  Douglas  county,  vice 

Johnson,  removed  from  said  county. 
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Henry  Carmichael  and  William  Jordan,  as  justices  of  the  peace  for 
Tecumseh  township,  Shawnee  county. 

William  F.  Johnson,  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  Wakarusa  town- 
ship, Shawnee  county. 

Nolan  Rice,  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  Council  City  township,  Rich- 
ardson county. 

William  P.  Hicklin,  as  public  administrator  for  Shawnee  county. 

William  M.  Harniss,  as  constable  for  Council  City  township,  Rich- 
ardson county. 

Joseph  Dearman,  as  constable  of  Wakarusa  township,  Shawnee 
county. 

Harvey  Spurlock,  as  constable  for  Lecompton  township,  Douglas 
county. 


September  28,  1856. 

Requisition  to  arrest  James  H.  Lane. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.9  September  28,  1856. 

Sir:  Having  received  reliable  information  that  James  H.  Lane, 
with  a  large  armed  force,  with  three  pieces  of  cannon,  is  now  about 
to  invade  this  Territory,  he  having  contracted  with  the  ferryman  at 
Nebraska  City  for  the  transit  of  six  or  seven  hundred  men  across  the 
Missouri  river,  commencing  on  the  26th  instant,  this  is  to  authorize 
and  request  you,  with  such  force  as  you  may  deem  necessary,  to  cause 
the  said  James  H.  Lane  to  be  arrested,  if  he  be  found  within  the 
limits  of  this  Territory,  and  to  capture  his  cannon  and  any  other  mu- 
nitions of  war,  together  with  any  armed  body  of  men  entering  this 
Territory  in  violation  of  my  proclamation  of  the  11th  of  September 
instant,  and  to  bring  the  said  James  H.  Lane,  with  his  cannon  and 
munitions  of  war,  together  with  any  other  prisoners,  before  me  at  this 
place,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
P.  St.  George  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  forces  near  Lecompton. 


The  same  subject. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.}  September  29,  1856. 

Dear  Sir;  I  have  just  received  despatches  from  General  Smith,  en- 
closing evidence  sufficient,  in  my  judgment,  to  justify  the  within  re- 
quisition. 
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I  am  now  of  the  opinion  that  Redpath's  party  is  but  the  advance 
guard  of  Lane's  command.  I  think  you  will  meet  him  upon  the  same 
route  travelled  by  Redpath. 

It  now  seems  to  me  proper  to  employ  every  means  to  capture  Lane. 
The  acts  he  has  been  guilty  of  in  Kansas  point  out  his  intentions  now, 
and,  connected  with  his  armament  of  cannon,  show  his  intentions  to 
be  in  continuation  of  his  former  illegal  and  revolutionary  acts. 

I  hope  you  will  lose  no  time  in  carrying  out  this  order,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, secure  the  principal  object. 

If  you  think  Colonel  Johnston's  command  sufficient,  and  he  is  en 
route  for  the  north,  please  communicate  the  fact  to  me  to-night,  and 
send  a  messenger  to  communicate  my  wishes,  <fcc. 

Very  truly,  yours,  &c, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Colonel  P.  St.  Gborob  Cooke, 

Commanding  United  States  forces  near  Lecompton. 


About  setting  Liquor  to  the  Troops. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.}  September  29,  1856. 

Sir:  Whereas  great  complaints  have  been  made  to  me  that  much 
drunkenness  prevails  among  the  United  States  forces  stationed  near 
this  place,  by  reason  of  the  indiscriminate  and  unrestrained  sale  of 
liquor  to  the  soldiers  by  the  various  liquor  establishments  located  here; 
and  whereas  such  a  state  of  things  is  highly  demoralizing  to  the 
troops,  and  is  calculated  to  unfit  them  for  a  proper  discharge  of  the 
delicate  and  responsible  duties  devolving  upon  them,  I  deem  it  proper 
to  bring  the  fact  to  your  notice,  as  the  head  of  the  municipal  govern- 
ment, in  order  that  you  may  take  such  measures  as  in  your  opiniop. 
will  remedy  the  existing  evil. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Owen  C.  Stewart,  Esq., 

Mayor  of  Lecompton. 


Requisition  for  Mounted  Militia. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  September  28,  1856. 

Governor  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  requisition  for  a  company 
of  militia  of  the  Territory,  mounted,  in  addition  to  the  two  companies 
of  foot  already  required  for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
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This  company,  which  you  desire  me  to  have  called  into  service,  will 
be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  by  an  officer  to  be 
detailed  for  that  purpose  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cooke. 

The  law  and  regulations  on  the  subject  require  the  mustering  officer 
to  be  very  strict  in  inspecting  the  horses  and  equipments  of  the 
mounted  men;  and  I  mention  it  now,  that  they  may  provide  themselves 
accordingly. 
With  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

PERSIFOR  F.  SMITH, 
Bvt.  Major  General,  com'g  Department. 
His  Excellency  John  W.  Gbary, 

Governor  of  (he  Territory  of  Kansas. 


The  same  subject. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  September  28,  1856. 

Sir.:  In  addition  to  the  companies  of  militia  called  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  a  requisition  on  you 
for  one  company  of  cavalry,  to  consist  of  one  captain,  one  1st  lieu- 
tenant, one  2d  lieutenant,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  one  farrier 
and  blacksmith,  and  seventy-four  privates. 

With  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

PERSIFOR  F.  SMITH, 
Bvt.  Major  General^  com'g  Department. 
His  Excellency  John  W.  Geart, 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 

September  29,  1856. — Every  other  means  to  secure  the  person  or 
persons  who  murdered  Mr.  Buffum  on  the  road  between  Lawrence 
and  Lecompton,  on  the  15th  instant,  having  failed,  the  following  pro- 
clamation, offering  a  reward  of  five  hundred  dollars,  was  this  day 
issued: 

PROCLAMATION. 
[$500.] 

Lecompton,  September  29,  1856. 

A  reward  of  five  hundred  dollars  is  hereby  offered  for  the  arrest 
and  conviction  of  the  murderer  or  murderers  of  David  0.  Buffum,  ot 
Douglas  county,  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 

This  reward  will  be  paid  by  me  immediately  upon  the  conviction  of 
the  author  of  this  great  outrage. 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

September  30,  1856. — The  following  letter  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State  was  forwarded  by  mail  to  St.  Louis,  to  be  despatched 
thence  to  Washington  city  by  telegraph : 
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To  the  Secretary  of  Stat*. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  September  30,  1856. 

Sir  :  Peace  now  reigns  in  Kansas.  Confidence  is  gradually  being 
restored.  Citizens  are  returning  to  their  claims.  Men  are  resuming 
their  ordinary  pursuits,  and  a  general  gladness  pervades  the  entire 
community. 

When  I  arrived  here,  everything  was  at  the  lowest  point  of  depres- 
sion. Opposing  parties  saw  no  hope  of  peace,  save  in  mutual  exter- 
mination, and  they  were  taking  the  most  effectual  means  to  produce 
that  terrible  result. 

I  will  shortly  issue  a  proclamation  announcing  the  fact  that  tran- 
quillity prevails,  and  inviting  the  return  of  all  citizens  who  have  been 
ejected  from  the  Territory  either  by  fraud  or  force. 

In  a  day  or  two  I  will  transmit  you  a  full  account  of  my  proceed- 
ings. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Hon.  Wm.  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lecompton 3  Kansas  Territory, 

October  1,  1856. 
The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  executive  minutes  of  the  Ter- 
ritory ot  Kansas,  from  the  9th  to  the  30th  September,  1856,  inclu- 
sive. 

JOHN  H.  GIHON, 

Secretary  to  the  Governor . 


Mr.  Marcy  to  Governor  Geary. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  September  23,  1856. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  has 
been  received  and  laid  before  the  President.  He  is  much  gratified 
with  your  assurance  that  you  shall  be  able  ere  long  to  restore  peace 
and  quiet  to  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  Such  aid  as  he  can  give  towards 
accomplishing  this  most  desirable  result  will  be  promptly  afforded. 

In  Ueneral  Smith's  despatch  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  same 
date  with  that  of  your  letter,  ho  expresses  a  decided  opinion  that  the 
military  force  which  he  now  has  under  his  command,  together  with, 
that  which  can  be  organized  in  the  Territory,  will  be  sufficient  for  all 
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the  purposes  for  which  such  a  force  is  needed,  and  that  he  shall  have 
no  occasion  to  use  the  authority  given  to  him  to  call  for  any  addition- 
al force  from  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Illinois. 

The  President  indulges  the  hope  that,  by  the  judicious  measures 
which  he  does  not  doubt  will  be  adopted  by  you,  and  the  concerted 
action  between  yourself  and  General  Smith,  outrages  will  cease,  order 
be  restored,  and  the  civil  authority  re-es^iblished  and  found  compe- 
tent to  preserve  peace  and  afford  complete  protection  to  the  settlers, 
both  in  their  persons  and  property.  Those  who  have  committed 
crimes  within  the  Territory  should  not  be  permitted  to  escape  punish- 
ment, and  there  can  be  no  ground  for  any  discrimination  between 
offenders  acting  individually  and  those  acting  as  members  of  organ- 
ized or  associated  bands.  Your  prompt  and  vigorous  attention  will 
be  directed  towards  those  who  meditate  further  jschief  and  are  dis- 
posed to  obstruct  your  efforts  to  restore  the  sup  macy  of  the  civil  au- 
thority. 

The  President  relies  upon  your  energy  an  discretion  to  overcome 
the  difficulties  which  surround  you,  and  to  restore  tranquillity  to  Kan- 
sas. The  exigencies  of  affairs,  as  they  shall  be  presented  to  you  on 
the  spot,  will  indicate  the  course  of  proceeding  in  particular  cases  cal- 
culated to  lead  to  such  results  better  than  any  definite  instructions 
emanating  from  this  department. 

The  President  directs  you  to  keep  the  government  here  constantly 
advised  of  the  state  of  things  in  Kansas,  and  the  measures  you  may 
take  in  carrying  out  the  general  instructions  you  have  received. 

I  am,  &c, 

W.  L.  MARCT. 

His  Excellency  John  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory ',  Lecompton. 


Mr.  Matey  to  Governor  Geary. 

[By  Telegraph.] 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  September  27,  1856. 

Your  despatch,  16th  instant,  received.  Your  course  is  fully  ap- 
proved. To  the  troops  in  service,  military  law  can  properly  be  ap- 
plied, but  you  have  not  power  to  proclaim  martial  law  ;  you  must  get 
along  without  doing  so. 

W.  L.  MARCY. 
John  W.  Geary,  Esq., 

Governor  of  Kansas  Territory, 

Lecompton,  K.  T. 


156  AKNUAL   ME88AGE 


Governor  Geary  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

Executive  Department, 
Leoompton,  K.  T.9  October  1,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  the  record  in  the  case  of  the 
Territory  of  Kansas  vs.  the  eighty-nine  prisoners  committed  upon  a 
charge  of  murder  in  the  first  degree,  growing  out  of  their  attack  upon 
"Hickory  Point.'; 

As  this  trial  will  excite  much  public  interest,  from  the  number  of 
prisoners  and  the  nature  of  the  charge,  I  have  deemed  it  important  to 
send  you  a  copy  of  the  preliminary  examination,  with  the  opinion  of 
Judge  Cato. 

The  attorneys  for  the  prisoners  refused  to  make  any  defence,  because, 
as  I  afterwards  learned,  they  feared  it  might  "  damage  the  general 
cause,"  as  they  term  it. 

I  told  them  of  my  purpose  to  transmit  the  record  to  Washington, 
and  requested  them,  if  they  had  any  extenuating  circumstances  to 
offer,  showing  the  reasons  why  the  attack  was  made  in  defiance  of  my 
proclamation,  to  reduce  such  statement  to  writing,  and  that  I  would 
take  pleasure  to  send  it  to  Washington  with  the  record. 

Up  to  this  time  there  has  been  no  response  to  my  request,  and  I 
therefore  send  you  the  record  as  it  has  been  furnished  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  Kansas  Territory. 

Hon.  William  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Examination  of  the  case  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  vs.  Thomas  Bickertin 

et  als. 

Territory  of  Kansas,  ) 
Douglas  County.        ) 88' 

TERRITORY  OF  KANSAS  w.  THOMAS  BICKERTIN  B7T  ALS. 

September  20,  1856. 

The  defendants  having  been  brought  before  me,  the  undersigned, 
associate  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  said  Territory,  charged 
with  the  offence  of  murder,  and  being  informed  of  the  nature  of  the 
charge,  moved  an  adjournment  till  the  22d  instant,  to  procure  the  aid 
of  counsel  and  the  attendance  of  witnesses  ;  which  motion  was  sus- 
tained, and  in  the  mean  time  the  said  parties  were  committed  to  the 
custody  of  the  marshal. 

September  22,  A.  D.  1856. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  defendants  were 
brought  into  court ;  and  the  defendants  not  being  ready,  moved  an 
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adjournment  till  to-morrow  moraine  nine  o'clock  ;  which  motion  was 
granted,  and  the  defendants  remanded  to  custody. 

September  23,  A.  D.  1856. 

Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  parties  were  brought 
into  court ;  and  the  defendants  not  being  ready  for  trial,  the  court  ad- 
journed until  twelve  o'clock  same  day,  at  the  request  of  the  defendants. 

12  o'vlock,  m. — The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  com- 
menced the  examination. 

Examination  of  witnesses. 

Deposition  of  Dr.  WiUiam  H.  Tebb. 

Being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  I  was  with  the  deputy 
marshal  when  he  arrested  a  number  of  persons ;  those  persons  are 
now  before  me ;  the  first  party  was  about  five  miles  from  Hickory 
Point,  travelling  towards  Lawrence ;  the  arrest  was  made  about  eleven 
o'clock,  p.  m.  I  have  seen  some  of  the  prisoners  before.  I  saw  one 
man  who  told  me  his  name  was  Eli  Lyman.  I  was  taken  prisoner  by 
a  party  of  men  a  few  days  before  at  the  mouth  of  Walnut  creek.  My 
horse  was  taken  from  me.  I  heard  one  Thomas  Bickertin  say  he  had 
been  pegging  at  those  persons  at  Hickory  Point  since  eleven  o'clock 
Sunday,  the  14th  instant,  to  get  those  persons  out  of  their  dens.  I 
recognize  these  persons  that  are  now  held  as  prisoners  as  the  same 
body  that  were  arrested  by  the  marshal,  before  alluded  to.  When 
this  party  was  arrested  by  the  marshal,  he  brought  them  to  Lecompton ; 
I  saw  them  while  guarded  by  the  United  States  troops  ;  I  have  since 
seen  them  while  guarded  by  the  militia.  When  these  persons  were 
taken  prisoners,  they  were  principally  armed  with  muskets,  Sharpe's 
rifles,  pistols,  and  one  piece  of  artillery  ;  and  also  other  muskets  with 
the  wagons.  I  saw  and  recognized  the  six  horses,  of  eight  that  were 
taken  from  us  at  Walnut  creek,  in  the  company  there  arrested.  I 
saw  quite  a  number  of  cannon-ball  and  cannister  when  the  marshal 
arrested  these  persons  in  their  camp. 

Cross-examined : 

The  first  company  I  met  were  travelling  towards  Lawrence ;  the 
second  party  were  some  asleep,  some  walking  about.  I  saw  a  number 
of  men  standing  about  the  cannon  ;  I  heard  one  person  say,  Come  on, 
you  border  ruffians.  I  saw  no  act  of  hostility  or  resistance  to  the 
marshal. 

When  at  Walnut  creek,  where  there  were  eight  men  with  me,  we 
suddenly  came  down  the  trail,  and  came  up  to  the  camp  ;  one  gun  was 
fired  at  us,  and  we  were  ordered  to  halt  by  a  number  of  men  squatted 
along  the  creek.  Some  of  our  party  turned  as  if  to  retreat ;  they 
fired  upon  us.  We  were  taken  into  the  camp  and  ordered  to  dis- 
mount ;  they  took  our  horses,  eight  in  number,  three  guns,  two  pis- 
tols, and  some  butcher  knives.  Mr.  Lyman,  William  Porter,  and 
Isaac  Grey,  were  of  these  men ;  there  are  a  number  of  persons  here 
whose  faces  are  familiar,  who  might  or  might  not  have  been  there  ; 
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cannot  swear  positively  that  they  were  there.     We  only  talked  with  a 
few  of  these  persons. 

Until  a  short  time  before,  in  my  particular  locality,  on  the  north 
side  of  Kansas  river,  there  had  been  perfect  peace  and  quietness.  The 
day  before  I  was  warned  by  a  free  State  man  that  I  had  better  leave, 
which  I  did  the  same  night — the  same  day  Mr.  Dyer's  and  Mr. 
Haley' 8  stores  had  been  robbed  of  the  goods  they  contained,  and  the 
same  night  my  own  house  was  robbed.  At  this  time,  report  said  that 
there  was  much  disturbance  on  the  south  side  of  said  river. 

I  understood  that  a  number  of  persons  had  been  sent  from  Leaven- 
worth, who  had  been  premeditating  an  attack  upon  the  town.  At 
the  time  of  my  arrest  at  Walnut  creek,  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Territory  was  declared  in  a  state  of  rebellion  by  the  governor.  I  bore 
instructions  to  General  Coffee  from  the  governor,  and  from  General 
Coffee  to  General  Richardson.  I  saw  General  Richardson's  command, 
and  this  time  all  I  recognized  were  citizens  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 
I  heard  Thomas  Bickertin  say,  when  the  party  before  alluded  to  was 
arrested  as  before  mentioned,  that  he  "  came  to  Kansas  as  a  free  State 
man,  and  now  he  was  an  abolitionist,  and,  thank  God,  in  two  years 
there  would  not  be  one  negro  in  Missouri."  When  these  persons  were 
arrested  by  the  marshal,  I  recognized  the  horses  taken  from  us  at 
Walnut  creek  in  the  possession  of  the  same  persons  who  took  them  ; 
both  these  companies  were  commanded  by  a  person  called  Captain 
Harvey.  There  was  peace  through  the  entire  county,  so  far  as  I 
know,  until  General  James  H.  Lane  had  arrived  in  the  Territory  with 
his  command.  At  the  time  of  the  arrest  before  alluded  to,  Dr.  Cut- 
ler said  he  came  there  as  surgeon  for  Captain  Harvey's  command. 

W.  H.  TEBB. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  23d  day  of  September, 
A.  D.,  1856. 

8.  G.  CATO, 
Associate  Justice. 

Thomas  D.  Childs,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith : 

1  was  at  Hickory  Point  during  both  days  of  the  attack.  I  do  not  re- 
cognize them  as  being  there  on  Saturday,  as  I  was  not  near  them.  I 
recognize  their  faces  as  being  familiar,  and  being  there  on  Sunday, 
the  second  day  of  attack.  The  attack  that  was  made  on  Hickory  Point 
on  Saturday  was  made  by  a  number  of  persons,  numbering  about  150 
men,  marching  around  and  firing  upon  us. 

There  were  about  fifty  or  sixty  men  defending  Hickory  Point.  One 
horse  was  killed,  and  one  wounded,  by  the  besiegers.  The  party  at- 
tacked at  this  place  was  Captain  Lowe's — several  of  the  neighbors  ; 
some  thirty  men  from  Atchison.  We  had  information  that  we  would 
be  attacked  at  this  place.  We  assembled  in  this  house  at  Hickory 
Point,  for  the  defence  of  our  persons  and  property  ;  it  was  from 
threats  that  we  heard  that  evening  that  caused  us  to  fear  the  attack. 
They  attacked  us  about  10,  a.  m.,  and  drew  off  about  3  o'clock,  p.  m. 
I  recognize  the  appearance  of  a  goodly  number  generally,  and  some 
ndividually.     Charles  Granville  Newhall  was  killed  on  Sunday,  the 
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14th  day  of  this  instant.  Hickory  Point  is  in  Jefferson  county,  known 
as  Shields'  post  office  ;  said  Newhall  was  shot  by  the  men  under  Col- 
onel Harvey's  command,  in  the  neck.  His  command  numbered  about 
200  men ;  were  armed  with  Sharpe's  rifles,  muskets,  and  one  piece 
of  cannon.  They  fired  the  cannon  repeatedly  at  the  shop  and  house  ; 
some  eight  holes  were  shot  through  the  shop,  and  three  holes  through 
the  house.  One  of  Lane's  command  bore  a  white  flag  on  Saturday, 
and  demanded  the  unconditional  surrender  of  the  assemblage,  or 
they  would  all  be  put  to  death,  upon  which  Captain  Lowe  replied  he 
would  not  surrender.  The  persons  I  recognize  as  being  present  in  this 
fight  are  Thomas  W.  Porterfield,  John  I.  Howell,  Aaron  D.  Roye, 
Resolve  Fuller.  In  the  engagement  there  was  one  man  killed  and 
four  wounded  ;  Captain  Lowe  slightly  ;  John  Evans  also.  Captain 
Robinson  was  severely  wounded,  being  shot  through  the  hips  ;  Mr. 
Peace  also  severely,  and  has  since  had  his  leg  amputated.  Captain 
Robinson  was  not  in  the  house  at  the  time  he  was  wounded,  but  was 
walking  about  encouraging  his  men.  John  Evans  was  also  out  of 
do  or  8.  Mr.  Peace  was  in  the  shop,  and  was  wounded  with  a  cannon 
ball. 

Cross-examined : 

The  party  in  the  houses  at  Hickory  Point  were  our  neighbors  and 
Captain  Robinson's  company,  from  Atchison.  There  had  been  some 
disturbances  in  the  country,  but  deponent  is  uninformed  as  to  who 
were  the  perpetrators. 

We  were  assembled  in  these  houses  on  Monday,  having  been  in- 
formed that  a  force  was  within  4  or  5  miles  of  the  place.  We  had 
two  men  as  prisoners,  whom  we  supposed  to  be  spies,  but  released 
them  previous  to  the  attack.  We  took  no  property  from  these  prison- 
ers. We  had  a  black  flag  raised  upon  the  blacksmith's  shop ;  it  was 
raised  by  the  Atchison  company.  I  recognize  some  of  these  men  in- 
dividually, and  others  by  their  general  appearance.  Colonel  Harvey 
made  the  attack;  the  first  gun  I  heard  was  the  cannon.  After  the 
fight,  there  seemed  to  be  no  hostility  existing  between  the  parties  ; 
they  mixed  freely  with  each  other,  and,  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  there 
was  good  feeling  existing. 

Re-examined : 

The  black  flag  was  raised  after  the  fight  on  Saturday,  and  before  the 
fight  on  Sunday.  There  never  was  any  prisoner  murdered  in  our 
camp  or  wronged  in  any  way.  We  left  immediately  after  the  terms 
were  agreed  upon,  because  we  supposed  they  intended  to  go  away  or 
behave  themselves.  In  our  neighborhood  there  had  been  peace  and 
quiet  up  to  the  time  of  the  attack.  The  neighborhood  consisted  of 
pro-slavery  men  and  free-State  men  alike. 

THOS.  D.  CHILDS. 

Captain  T.  J.  Wood  sworn  and  examined  in  behalf  of  the  Terri- 
tory: 

I  was  with  the  deputy  United  States  marshal,  and  commanded  the 
troops  when  a  great  many  of  these  persons  were  arrested.     I  arrested 
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one  hundred  and  one,  and  allowed  two  persons,  with  a  snrgeon,  by 
permission  of  the  marshal,  to  go  to  Lawrence  with  a  wounded  man. 
I  had  a  little  conversation  in  regard  to  the  attack,  the  sum  of  which 
was,  they  went  from  Lawrence  to  attack  Hickory  Point,  and  that  they 
had  fought  there,  and  the  wounded  man,  spoken  of  before,  received 
his  wounds  during  the  attack.  This  I  learned  from  a  surgeon,  who 
was  arrested  along  with  some  twenty-five  persons  some  two  miles  from 
where  I  arrested  the  last  named  parties  on  their  way  to  Lawrence. 
The  doctor,  who  was  acting  in  the  capacity  of  surgeon,  gave  his 
name,  as  I  then  understood  it  to  be,  Dr.  Cutler  ;  since  learned  it  was 
Cutter.  I  then  proceeded  to  Colonel  Harvey's  camp ;  at  my  own 
order  I  was  conducted  there  and  called  for  Colonel  Harvey,  and  was 
told  by  Mr.  Bickertin  that  he  was  in  a  log  house  some  distance  off. 
I  enforced  the  marshal's  order  of  arrest,  and  also  of  disarming  these 
men.  There  seemed  to  me  to  be  no  concealment  of  their  purpose  or 
what  they  had  been  about. 

I  recogn£e  in  the  prisoners,  many  of  them,  as  those  the  marshal 
arrested.  I  can  identify  many  of  them  as  the  persons  there  present. 
All,  nearly,  were  in  groups  around  when  Mr.  Bickertin  told  me  what 
their  purpose  was,  with  the  exception  of  those  first  arrested,  who 
were  some  sixty  yards  off,  though  they  all  confessed  to  belong  to  the 
same  party,  under  Colonel  Harvey. 

Cross-examined : 

No  resistance  was  made  to  my  orders,  as  a  body ;  but  a  few  individ- 
uals hesitated  a  little,  though  I  did  not  have  to  speak  more  than  once 
or  twice — some,  perhaps,  sharply  to.  They  knew  the  party  I  com- 
manded were  United  States  troops.  Mr.  Bickertin  ordered  those  who 
hesitated  to  lay  down  their  arms.  He  represented  himself  as  second 
in  command,  and  when  they  knew  that  we  were  troops  Mr.  Bickertin 
told  us  to  "  come  in — all  right." 

Re-examined. 

I  know  nothing  in  regard  to  these  prisoners  being  placed  under 
charge  of  Colonel  Titus 

TH.  J.  WOOD, 
Captain  First  Cavalry. 

Captain  H.  A.  Lowe  sworn  and  examined : 

On  Friday  evening,  September  12,  1856, 1  received  information  that 
I  would  be  attacked  by  the  abolitionists,  who  said  they  must  have  the 
post,  as  it  was  on  their  way  from  Lawrence  to  Iowa.  I  had  sixty 
men  of  my  own  company  with  me  that  night ;  Captain  Robinson, 
with  a  company  of  thirty,  from  Atchison,  was  encamped  there.  On 
the  next  morning  thirty  of  my  company  left  to  go  home  to  their  fam- 
ilies living  around  me,  leaving  about  sixty  men.  Between  ten  and 
eleven  o'clock  Saturday,  a  body  of  men  on  horseback,  and  a  small 
p&rty  on  foot  and  in  wagons,  made  their  appearance  in  front  of  the 
place  five  hundred  yards  distant.  (My  company  was  composed  of  men 
of  both  parties,  both  free-State  and  pro-slavery,  organized  for  self- 
defence.)  Fifteen  of  these  men  here  formed  on  the  left  of  the  house 
at  five  hundred  yards'  distance.  Being  uncertain  whether  they  were 
friends  or  foes,  I  sent  out  a  white  flag  by  a  man  under  my  employ 
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desiring  to  know  their  object.  They  answered  by  my  man  that  they 
were  abolitionists  to  the  backbone,  and  unless  1  surrendered  in  five 
minutes  1  should  have  no  quarter.  They  sent  in  a  flag  at  the  same 
time  with  a  like  message.  We  refused  to  surrender,  and  they  com- 
menced firing  upon  us,  mostly  with  Sharpe's  rifles.  Captain  Robin- 
son's reply  was,  tell  them  to  go  to  hell ;  and  my  reply,  that  I  was 
like  General  Taylor,  I  knew  no  such  word  as  surrender.  Alter  firing 
upon  us  some  three  hours,  they  left,  having  done  no  damage,  save 
killing  one  horse  and  wounding  another.  Captain  Atchison  then 
sent  three  of  his  men  to  Atchison,  and  two  were  taken  prisoners,  be- 
ing out  as  scouts,  leaving  us,  altogether,  about  fifty  men  there. 
These  were  divided  into  lour  squads  and  placed  in  four  buildings, 
each  in  charge  of  an  officer.  About  eleven  and  a  half  o'clock  a.  m., 
the  14th,  they  appeared  again  with  a  piece  of  artillery.  No  messages 
passed  between  us.  About  ten  minutes  after  they  arrived  they  com- 
menced firing  their  cannon.  The  first  shot  struck  the  blacksmith's 
shop,  the  next  my  house.  They  shot  wildly,  as  a  general  thing,  save 
at  the  blacksmith's  shop.  They  fired  some  twenty-eight  or  nine  rounds 
from  the  cannon,  (round  balls,  slugs,  scraps  of  old  iron,  &c,  being 
used  as  ammunition  on  the  occasion.)  They  kept  up  a  continual  fire 
with  their  rifles.  The  orders  to  our  men  were,  not  to  fire  till  they  {rot 
within  sixty  yards.  They  continued  the  attack  till  about  five  and  a 
half  p.  m.  At  that  time  they  sent  in  a  flag  from  the  right,  saying 
that  they  had  the  governor's  proclamation.  Lieutenant  Randolph 
came  past  where  I  was  stationed,  and  said  they  proposed  terms.  We 
went  to  Captain  Robinson  and  consulted,  and  agreed  that  Randolph 
and  myseli  should  go  out  and  see  Colonel  Harvey.  Colonel  Harvey 
said  that  we  were  brave  men,  and  could  name  our  own  terms ;  we 
agreed  on  terms,  and  took  drinks  around.  The  black  flag  was  not 
hoisted  till  Saturday  evening,  after  they  demanded  an  unconditional 
surrender  and  no  quarter ;  it  being  considered,  at  the  time,  as  a  token 
that  we  would  not  surrender.  One  man  was  killed  on  our  side,  the 
ball  entering  in  the  back  and  coming  out  on  the  breast.  Four  of  our 
men  were  wounded.  John  Evans  was  considered  by  myself  as  se- 
riously wounded  ;  Captain  Robinson  also,  who  was  shot  through  the 
hips  ;  also  a  man  by  the  name  of  Peace,  who  bad  to  have  his  leg 
amputated  from  the  effects  of  the  wound.  I  was  also  slightly  wounded 
from  a  spent  rifle-ball.  1  never  saw  the  men  who  attacked  me  dis- 
tinctly enough  to  recognize  them  by  their  faces.  Colonel  Harvey  and 
myself  drank  together,  and  I  did  not  conceive  of  any  very  intimate 
friendship  between  us.  I  did  not  see  the  prisoners  after  they  were 
arrested  till  I  came  here,  as  they  left  immediately,  according  to  the 
terms.  Captain  Robinson  stopped  with  me,  being  on  his  way  to 
Lecompton,  when  I  informed  him  that  I  was  going  to  be  attacked. 

Cross-examined : 

* 

The  parties  left,  according  to  the  terms,  immediately,  and  no  subse- 
quent marauding  or  attack  was  made.  No  man  was  arrested  there  by 
any  parties.  I  do  not  know  whether  Captain  Robinson's  company 
had  been  down  to  Grasshopper  Falls.    I  have  no  knowledge  of  any 

marauding  going  on,  exoept  from  rumor.  

H.  A.  LOWE. 
11 
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B.  A.  Easley  sworn  and  examined : 

Saturday,  September  13,  1856,  a  party  came  up,  some  four  hundred 
yards  from  where  we  were,  and  Captain  Lowe  asked  for  some  one  to 

?o  and  carry  a  flag  and  see  who  they  were,  and  what  they  wanted, 
volunteered  and  went.  They  said  they  were  abolitionists  to  the 
backbone.  They  asked  who  we  were  ;  I  answered  pro-slavery.  They 
then  demanded  a  surrender.  I  asked  how  many  men  they  had  ;  they 
said  over  a  hundred.  They  also  wished  to  know  what  company  we 
were — if  we  were  the  Kickapoo  Rangers  ;  I  told  them  they  were  not 
the  Rangers,  and  I  did  not  know  what  company  was  there  at  Captain 
Lowe's.  They  said  if  we  did  not  surrender  in  five  minutes  after  I  re- 
turned, there  should  be  no  quarter.  Some  five  minutes  after  I  returned 
they  commenced  firing,  and  continued  to  do  so  some  three  or  four 
hours. 

They  returned  the  next  morning ;  about  half-past  eleven  o'clock 
they  commenced  firing.  They  killed  one  of  our  men,  a  Mr.  Newhall. 
I  did  not  see  many  of  the  attacking  party,  as  I  was  distant  some  four 
hundred  yards.  I  saw  one  Colonel  Harvey,  who  had  command,  after 
the  firing  was  over,  on  Sunday. 

BENJ'N  A.  EASLEY. 

William  C.  Stagg  sworn  and  examined  : 

A  party  of  men  passed  my  house,  on  Slough  creek,  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing. I  do  not  know  how  many  there  were  exactly — a  hundred,  more 
or  less.  They  were  marching  northward,  towards  Hickory  Point ;  it 
was  about  nine  o'clock.  I  saw  one  piece  of  artillery.  They  had  some 
wagons.  They  did  not  go  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from 
my  house.  I  saw  a  gentleman  they  called  Colonel  Harvey.  Colonel 
Harvey  was  in  my  house,  and  I  suppose  these  men  were  under  him. 
I  do  not  recognize  any  of  the  men. 

Cross-examined: 

My  neighborhood  is  a  peaceable  one ;  know  nothing  of  any  diffi- 
culties between  parties. 

W.  C.  STAGG. 

D.  A.  Cawlfield  sworn  and  examined  : 

I  was  present  at  the  attack  on  Hickory  Point,  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday.  I  only  recognize  two  as  there  present — a  Mr.  Fuller  and  a 
Mr.  Porterfield.  I  was  not  in  the  room  where  Mr.  Newhall  was  shot. 
But  few  came  up  close  enough  to  the  houses  to  be  recognized.  They 
were  all  strangers,  and  I  therefore  did  not  take  notice  of  them  parti- 
cularly. 

Cross-examined : 

Some  dozen  or  two  came  up  after  the  terms  were  agreed  on,  but  I 
do  not  recognize  any  of  them  as  here  present. 

DAVID  A.  CAWLFIELD. 

Wm.  E.  Stagg  sworn  and  examined : 

I  was  at  my  father's  house,  (W.  C.  Stagg's,)  when  a  body  of  men 
passed  by  on  Sunday  morning.  I  talked  with  several  of  them  that 
morning*    I  recognize  here  one  Calvin  C.  Hyde.    I  saw  one  piece  of 
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artillery.  I  saw  them  fighting  at  Hickory  Point,  heing  on  the 
prairie  a  mile  and  half  off.  I  was  informed  that  Colonel  Harvey  com- 
manded them  by  those  I  talked  with  on  Sunday  morning,  who  I  do 
not  recognize. 

Cross-examined : 

I  belonged  to  Captain  Lowe's  company.  Never  heard  anything  in 
regard  to  the  destruction  of  Mr.  Newhall's  property. 

Re-examined : 

Mr.  Hyde  told  me  that  they  had  had  one  fight,  and  they  intended 
to  have  another ;  and  if  those  fellows  at  Hickory  Point  wanted  to  live, 
they  had  better  leave  there. 

W.  E.  STAGG. 

Squire  Roberts  sworn  and  examined  : 

I  was  at  Hickory  Point  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  September  13  and 
14, 1856,  during  the  attack  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  the  parties  present 
on  the  different  days  were  the  same  or  not.  I  saw  Mr.  Newhall  after  he 
was  shot,  and  then  again  after  he  was  dead. 

SQUIRE  ROBERTS. 

Marion  Gardiner  sworn  and  examined  : 

I  was  taken  prisoner  by  a  party  under  one  Colonel  Harvey,  on  Sun- 
day, September  14,  about  1  o'clock  ;  while  they  were  fighting,  I 
was  a  prisoner.  1  recognize  a  portion  of  the  defendants  as  present 
there.     I  have  seen  some  of  the  men  before. 

Cross-examined : 

I  was  a  member  of  Captain  Robinson's  company ;  I  was  not  at 
Grasshopper  Falls  ;  the  company  had  not  been,  to  my  knowledge,  at 
the  falls. 

MARION  GARDINER. 

J.  B.  Donelson  sworn  and  examined : 

I  received  from  the  custody  of  the  United  States  troops  the  defen- 
dants as  the  prisoners  taken  at  or  near  Hickory  Point,  and  by  my 
direction,  and  in  my  presence,  they  were  turned  over  to  the  custody  of 
Colonel  Titus,  on  Monday  September  22,  1856.  S.  J.  Cramer  was  the 
deputy  who  arrested  the  party.  Captain  Newby ,  of  the  troops,  turned 
them  over.  There  were  some  other  prisoners  in  the  hands  of 
the  troops,  but  they  are  not  present  here. 

Samuel  J.  Cramer  sworn  and  examined : 

I  arrested  some  of  the  prisoners  at  a  mill,  some  four  miles  from 
Hickory  Point.  I  have  heard  the  testimony  of  Captain  T.  J.  Wood, 
United  States  cavalry,  who  accompanied  me  in  assisting  in  making 
the  arrest,  and  I  subscribe  to  it  as  true.  I  recognize  the  prisoners 
here  as  the  same  I  arrested,  they  having  been  in  my  custody  ever 
since,  under  charge  of  the  United  States  troops,  until  they  were 
turned  over  on  Monday  to  the  marshal,  J.  B.  Donelson. 

SAMUEL  J.  CRAMER, 
Deputy  United  States  Marshal. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  8£  o'clock. 
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Whdnbbmt,  September  24,  1856. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  proceeded  in  the  ex- 
amination. 

George  W.  House  sworn  and  examined : 

I  was  at  Hickory  Point  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  September  13  and 
14,  when  it  was  attacked.  I  was  taken  prisoner  on  Sunday  by  Colonel 
Harvey's  men,  and  was  under  arrest  during  the  attack  on  Sunday.  I 
had  some  conversation  with  the  men.  I  was  told  by  Mr.  R.  Fuller 
that  he  was  sent  out  there  by  the  governor  to  disband  us ;  that  he 
had  carried  a  hatfull  of  proclamations  to  Lawrence  as  an  express,  and 
that  unless  we  surrendered  we  would  be  hung ;  also,  that  a  company  of 
United  States  troops  was  coming  to  disband  us.  I  recognize  these  as 
the  men  who  took  me  prisoner.  Mr.  Fuller  asked  me  if  I  would  take 
an  oath  to  leave  the  Territory  if  they  let  me  loose ;  they  threatened  to 
massacre  me  if  I  did  not  tell  how  many  men  there  were  of  us.  One 
man  threatened  to  take  me  out  in  the  brush,  drawing,  at  the  same 
time,  his  rifle  on  me,  if  I  did  not  tell  him.  I  belonged  to  Captain 
Robinson's  company,  and  were  on  our  way  to  Lecompton. 

Cross-examined : 

I  was  in  the  house  on  Saturday  evening ;  they  came  from  towards 
Osawkee ;  the  party  on  Sunday  came  from  towards  Lecompton  ;  I  do 
not  know  whether  they  were  of  the  same  party  or  not.  I  told  Mr. 
Fuller  that  I  was  apprehensive  of  some  threats  and  mistreatment,  and 
then  he  told  me  I  was  safe  if  I  would  swear  to  leave  the  Territory. 
Colonel  Harvey  released  me;  no  one  that  I  know  of  said  anything  in 
my  behalf  to  Colonel  Harvey.  I  was  liberated  a  few  moments  before 
the  terms  were  made,  and  carried  a  flag  of  truce  in  ;  after  the  terms 
were  made,  everything  was  quiet ;  some  thirty  or  forty  of  the  party 
came  into  the  house  of  Captain  Lowe,  and  mixed  with  us  in  drinking* 
Mr.  Fuller  was  present  with  a  gun,  near  the  artillery. 

Re-examined : 

I  was  carried  to  Mr.  Fuller,  who  took  charge  of  me  and  took  toe 
to  Colonel  Harvey. 

GEORGE  W.  HOUSE. 

The  testimony  for  the  prosecution  here  closed. 

For  (he  defence— Case  <tf  S.  Fuller. 

Josiah  A.  Green  sworn  and  examined: 

I  was  with  Mr.  Resolve  Fuller,  on  Sunday,  during  the  attack  on 
Hickory  Point.  I  was  on  Slough  creek  when  Colonel  Harvey's  men 
came  along  and  told  us  we  must  go  to  Hickory  Point.  I  told  them  I 
did  not  want  to  go ;  but  we  were  placed  under  arrest,  and  placed  in  a 
team.  Mr.  Fuller  was  in  another  team.  He  had  a  gun,  and  was 
with  the  team  in  the  early  part  of  the  attack.  He  said  he  intended  to 
have  a  gun  for  his  day's  work.  He  did  not  go  with  the  wagon.  Some 
one  ordered  us  to  back  the  wagon  up  ;  and  if  the  men  did  not  surren- 
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der  who  were  in  the  blacksmith's  shop,  or  attempted  to  escape  to  the 
other  houses,  they  were  to  be  cut  off.  Saw  Mr.  Fuller  shoot  once, 
perhaps  twice.  Colonel  Harvey  rode  up  after  the  wagon  was  loaded 
with  hay  and  brought  on  the  ground,  and  said  he  wanted  us  to  cut  off 
the  men  who  were  in  the  blacksmith's  shop,  in  case  they  attempted  to 
escape  to  the  other  houses.  Mr.  Fuller,  ever  since  I  knew  him,  has 
been  a  non-combatant.  I  have  lived  with  him  some  three  months, 
and  before  that  knew  him. 

Cross-examined : 

I  saw  Mr.  Fuller  on  Sunday  morning  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
home.  I  saw  him  at  home  for  three  or  four  days  previous.  I  had  no 
information  from  Mr.  Fuller  in  regard  to  the  attack  on  Hickory  Point 
previous  to  Saturday.  Mr.  Fuller  had  no  guard  over  him,  to  my 
knowledge,  while  in  charge  of  Colonel  Harvey's  men,  except  when  he 
was  taken  prisoner  four  miles  from  Hickory  Point.  He  did  not  go 
about,  while  he  was  in  charge,  as  he  desired.  I  did  not  see  him  any 
more  after  we  were  taken,  until  after  the  attack  was  made,  when  the 
teams  were  driven  some  half  a  mile  off;  he  was  in  a  team  along  with 
some  eight  men.  I  saw  him  once  by  himself,  sitting  on  the  grass. 
Had  a  rifle.  He  was  there  some  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  He  shot 
once  towards  the  houses.  No  one  ordered  him  to  shoot,  that  I  know 
of.  He  had  a  Sharpens  rifle.  He  carried  it  on  his  shoulder,  as  any 
one  else  would.  He  took  it  home  with  him.  He  did  not  have  the 
rifle  with  him  when  he  was  taken.  He  went  home  that  night.  I 
went  with  him.  I  did  not  see  him  when  he  went  back  to  Colonel 
Harvey's  camp,  before  he  was  arrested  by  the  United  States  marshal. 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  shot  more  than  once.  Some  of  the  men 
hunted  round  to  get  me  arms,  though  no  one  brought  arms  to  me. 
The  wagon  of  hay  was  not  backed  up  as  directed.  I  saw  him  after- 
wards where  the  cannon  was,  and  no  one  seemed  to  guard  him.  The 
wagon  was  backed  down  within  seventy-five  yards  of  the  blacksmith's 
shop  and  set  fire  to.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Fuller  in  the  crowd  who  backed 
the  wagon  down.  The  cannon  was  between  me  and  the  shop.  After 
the  order  was  given  to  back  the  wagon  down  from  where  I  saw  Mr. 
Fuller,  I  saw  him  afterwards,  as  stated,  near  the  cannon.  The  can- 
non was  nearer  me  than  the  house. 

Re-examined : 

Mr.  Fuller  was  not  immediately  near  me  when  the  order  was  given 
to  lock  the  hay  and  wagon  up.  I  was  with  Mr.  Fuller  when  he  was 
arrested  yesterday.  A  prisoner  could  not  make  his  escape  from  the 
men  who  had  us  in  charge  unless  noticed.  The  teams  were  moved 
about  during  the  attack,  which  lasted  some  six  hours.  I  do  not  know 
who  commenced  the  firing  on  Sunday.  As  Harvey's  men  were  sur- 
rounding the  town,  some  of  his  men  said  they  were  firing  from  the 
blacksmith's  shop. 

J.  A.  GREEN. 

Marion  Gardiner  sworn  and  examined  for  the  prosecution  : 

I  saw  Mr.  Fuller  in  the  camp  when  I  was  taken  prisoner ;  he  had 
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a  gun  when  I  saw  him  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  there  was  a  guard 
over  him  or  not ;  he  guarded  me  out  of  camp  when  I  was  released  j 
he  seemed  to  act  as  though  he  was  under  Colonel  Harvey  ;  he  brought 
Colonel  Harvey  to  me  ;  he  told  me  he  would  bring  Colonel  Harvey 
and  have  me  released  ;  he  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  Colonel  Har- 
vey. I  heard  him  say  that  he  was  at  Lecompton  that  morning  about 
two  o'clock  ;  that  he  had  gone  there  to  see  the  governor  in  regard  to 
the  men  who  were  at  Hickory  Point ;  that  the  governor  told  him  to  tell 
Colonel  Harvey  that  if  he  wished  them  disbanded,  to  go  and  do  it  him- 
self; that  he  gave  him  a  hatfull  of  proclamations ;  that  as  soon  as  he  got 
to  Lawrence,  Colonel  Harvey  got  up  his  men  and  went  out  to  disband 
the  men ;  he  told  me  this  himself.  I  heard  the  first  shot  fired  that 
morning ;  it  was  from  Colonel  Harvey's  company  ;  it  was  some  ten 
minutes  before  the  cannon  was  fired.  Mr.  Fuller  was  not  with  the 
party  who  backed  the  wagon  down.  I  saw  no  compulsion  used  towards 
Mr.  Fuller  to  induce  me  to  believe  he  was  a  prisoner.  I  did  not  see 
any  one  else  with  the  proclamations  but  Mr.  Fuller. 

MARION  GARDINER. 

Winslow  L.  Dyer  sworn  and  examined : 

I  was  one  of  seventeen  placed  in  the  blacksmith's  shop  on  Sunday 
morning,  and  from  where  I  was  I  had  an  opportunity  to  judge.  The 
attack  was  made  by  Colonel  Harvey's  men  :  also  from  the  fact  that 
our  orders  were  not  to  fire  till  they  got  within  sixty  yards,  because 
our  ammunition  was  short ;  1  was  out  of  the  shop  when  the  first 
shots  were  fired,  and  they  were  fired  at  me  by  Colonel  Harvey's  men. 

Cross-examined : 

The  fires  were  from  the  horsemen,  some  four  hundred  yards  distant ; 
some  fifteen  horsemen  were  around  the  house,  and  they  were  scattered 
around  ;  I  only  speak  of  what  occurred  at  the  blacksmith's  shop. 

W.  L.  DYER. 

Squire  Roberts  sworn  and  examined  : 

I  heard  Mr.  Fuller  say  that  if  he  had  hurt  or  shot  anybody,  it  was 
through  a  window,  as  he  had  shot  three  shots  at  the  window. 

Cross-examined : 

This  was  said  on  Sunday  evening,  September  14,  about  half  an 
hour  of  sunset. 

SQUIRE  ROBERTS. 

The  court  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  previous  to  delivering  its  opinion. 
Evening. — Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

DECISION. 

Territory  of  Kansas  vs.  Alfred  J.  Pane,  Charles  H.  Calkins,  James 
H.  York,  Francis  B.  Swift,  Charles  L.  Preston,  William  Breyman, 
John  B.  Sugwrel,  William  S.  Ware,  John  W.  White,  Thomas  Aless, 
Horatio  N.  Bent,  Oliver  Langworthey,  Joseph  B.  Gaines,  Richard  D. 
Nickold,  Thomas  Hawkins,  William  Kline,  William  G.   Porter, 
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Jochin  T.  Yunker,  John  J.  Howe,  Isaac  Gray,  Edward  Cottingham, 
Thomas  P.  Brown,  William  R.  Bowles,  Josiah  G.  Fuller,  Roswell 
Hutch  in  8,  Theodore  Dickins,gD  wight  H.  Montague,  Henry  H.  Eastor, 
Hiram  Kinsler,  Chester  Hay,  Lyman  D.  Colman,  John  W.  Stone, 
Esekiel  D.  Whipple,  Samuel  Stewart,  Edward  A.  Jacobs,  William 
Kerr,  Oliver  C.  Jenkins,  Thomas  Bo  wen,  Gustavus  A.  Eberhart, 
James  Cowley,  Aaron  D.  Roy,  Jesse  F.  Pyle,  Henry  Hurd,  Henry 
Preston,  Artemas  W.  Dole,  Jeremiah  Jordan,  Phineas  Stephens, 
Jared  Carter,  Cyrus  S.  Gleason,  Joseph  Kinch,  John  Lawrie,  Alpheus 
S.  Gates,  Atwell  S.  Wood,  Joseph  J.  Boyer,  Martin  Jackson,  Edwin 
R.  Falley,  Gilbert  Tower,  Albert  F.  Bucan,  William  H.  Gill,  Joseph 
Hicks,  Stafford  J.  Pratt,  Thomas  W.  Porterfield,  George  H.  Powers, 
Aaron  M.  Humphrey,  Thomas  Warner,  Otis  Mason,  Calvin  C.  Hyde, 
Walter  Florentine,  Howard  \ork,  Albert  G.  Patrick,  John  L.  King, 
William  Butler,  Sanford  Vogelsong,  George  N.  Neff,  Charles  J.  An- 
chin  vole,  Justice  G.  Ketch  um,  Adam  Bowers,  George  R.  Pruney, 
Thomas  Leeson,  Eli  Lyman,  James  Black,  Alonzo  Crawford,  Gills 
Smith,  Artemas  Parker,  Abrani  Cutler,  David  Patrick,  Thomas  Bic- 
kertin,  Resolve  Fuller. 

The  defendants  having  been  brought  before  me,  the  undersigned, 
associate  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  and 
the  case  having,  at  the  instance  of  said  defendants,  been  continued 
from  day  to  day  till  Tuesday,  the  23d  instant,  when  both  the  Terri- 
tory and  the  defendants  announced  themselves  ready ;  whereupon 
Joseph  C.  Anderson,  esq.,  conducted  the  prosecution,  and  Messrs. 
Parrott  and  H.  Miles  Moore  appeared  for  the  defendants. 

The  testimony  of  the  witnesses  examined  in  behalf  of  the  Territory 
is  herewith  filed  ;  no  testimony  having  been  adduced  in  behalf  of  the 
accused,  except  Resolve  Fuller. 

The  case  was  argued  by  the  counsel  of  both  the  Territory  and  the 
defendants,  and  the  court  delivers  the  following  opinion  in  writing : 

The  defendants  are  charged  with  having  made  an  attack,  together 
with  a  number  of  other  persons,  amounting  in  all  to  some  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  or  two  hundred  men,  commanded  by  one  Col.  Harvey, 
and  armed  with  artillery  and  small-arms,  on  Hickory  Point,  and  in 
said  attack  having  murdered  Charles  Granville  Newhall,  and  wounded 
four  other  persons. 

The  evidence  in  the  case  abundantly  shows  that  an  attack  was  made 
on  Hickory  Point  on  Sunday,  the  14th  of  this  present  month  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  county  of  Jefferson,  and  Territory  of  Kansas,  and  that 
in  said  attack  said  Newhall  received  a  gun-shot  wound,  from  which 
he  shortly  afterwards  died. 

In  many  cases  of  general  riot,  the  lines  of  distinction  between  the 
offences  of  treason  aud  murder  fade  almost  imperceptibly  into  each 
other,  and  can  be  traced  only  with  difficulty  ;  and  for  this  reason,  as 
well  as  for  the  reason  that  it  may  now  be  considered  the  policy  of  our 
government,  even  when  the  offence  is  susceptible  of  double  construc- 
tion, to  select  that  offence  which  is  most  simple  in  its  nature,  and  the 
least  political  in  its  associations,  I  dismiss  from  consideration  the 
question  so  far  as  treason  is  concerned.  [See  Wharton's  Am.  Law; 
Horn.  345.] 
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Then  how  stands  the  case  as  involving  the  law,  as  it  is  laid  down 
by  the  most  authoritative  writers,  looking  at  the  charge  of  murder 
alone  ? 

The  same  writer,  just  cited,  on  the  same  page,  says,  (quoting  from 
Hawkins :)  "  When  divers  persons  resolve  generally  to  resist  all  offi- 
cers in  the  commission  of  a  breach  of  the  peace,  and  to  execute  it  in 
such  manner  as  naturally  tends  to  raise  tumults  and  affrays,  and  in 
so  doing  happen  to  kill  a  roan,~they  are  all  guilty  of  murder ;  for 
they  must,  at  their  peril,  abide  the  event  of  their  actions  who  unlaw- 
fully engage  in  such  bold  disturbances  of  the  public  peace,  in  opposi- 
tion to  and  in  defiance  of  the  justice  of  the  nation." 

It  is  not  pretended  that  the  parties  now  under  examination  had  any 
shadow  of  authority,  or  any  warrant  in  law,  to  justify  them  in  their 
expedition  on  Hickory  Point ;  it  was  an  unlawful  assemblage,  aiding 
in  a  riot  and  resulted  in  blodshed,  and  the  parties  engaged  in  it  must 
be  held  criminally  responsible  for  the  consequences. 

The  evidence  in  this  case  satisfies  my  mind  that  the  attack  on 
Hickory  Point  was  made  after  mature  deliberation,  and  that  there 
was  ample  time  for  the  reason  and  judgment  of  the  defendants  to 
have  their  full  operation.  They  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  and  demanded 
an  unconditional  surrender,  without  showing  or  pretending  to  have 
any  authority  for  such  demand,  and  stated  that  unless  this  demand 
was  complied  in  five  minutes,  the  parties  in  possession  of  Hickory 
Point  would  all  be  put  to  death  ;  and  the  attack  was  planned  and  the 
defendants  set  out  from  Lawrence,  as  is  admitted  by  their  counsel,  on 
the  evening  before  for  the  purpose  of  making  it. 

In  relation  to  the  grade  of  offence  of  which  there  is  reasonable 
ground  to  suspect  these  defendants  to  be  guilty,  it  must  be  recollected 
that  our  statutes  divide  murder  into  two  degrees :  that  murder  in  the 
first  degree  is  a  wilful,  deliberate,  and  premeditated  killing ;  and 
that  murder  in  the  second  degree  is  any  other  killing  with  malice, 
which  would  be  murder  at  common  law. 

Then  what  is  a  wilful,  deliberate,  and  premeditated  killing?  This 
question  I  will  answer  in  the  language  of  Judge  King,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, where  there  is  a  statute  precisely  similar  to  our  own,  and, 
indeed,  from  which  ours  is  copied.  Judge  King  says :  [see  page  475, 
American  law  of  Horn.,  by  Wharton,]  "  An  easy  and  safe  criterion 
of  the  intent  with  which  the  act  is  done,  may  be  found  in  the  means 
by  which  the  homicide  was  committed.  If  the  means  of  death  is  a 
deadly  weapon  used  in  an  undisguised  manner,  the  inquiring  mind 
can  come  to  no  other  conclusion  but  that  the  death  of  the  victim  was 
intended.  Thus  if  one  shoot  another  through  the  head  with  a  musket 
or  pistol  ball ;  stab  him  in  a  vital  part  with  a  sword  or  dagger;  cleave 
his  skull  with  an  axe  or  the  like,  the  intelligent  mind  can  come  to  no 
other  conclusion  than  that  he  intended  to  kill.  It  is  true  the  act  says 
the  killing  must  be  wilful,  deliberate,  and  premeditated.  But  every 
intentional  act  is  of  course  a  wilful  one ;  and  deliberation  and  pre- 
meditation simply  means  that  the  act  was  done  with  reflection — was 
conceived  beforehand.  No  specific  length  of  time  is  required  for  such 
deliberation." 

It  may  not  be  easily  comprehended  by  some  that  so  large  a  number 
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should  be  committed  for  the  alleged  murder  of  one  man  ;  but  on  this 
point  I  cite  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice  Rogers,  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
says,  in  page  482  of  Wharton's  American  Law  Horn. :  "In  such  a 
conflict"  (meaning  a  conflict  between  parties  engaged  in  riot,)  "if 
death  ensue,  all  parties  are  guilty  of  murder  at  common  law.  They 
are  engaged  in  an  unlawful  design,  which  is  the  first  ingredient  of 
murder,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  consummate  the  offence  that  death 
should  ensue.  It  is  not  necessary,  in  order  to  charge  a  particular 
offender,  that  he  should  be  proved  to  have  fired  the  particular  gun, 
or  discharged  the  particular  missile,  that  caused  the  fatal  wound. 
In  the  contemplation  of  the  common  law,  when  a  mob  of  ten  thousand 
is  engaged  in  an  unlawful  design,  and  one  of  them,  not  out  of  special 
malice,  but  a  general  design  to  do  harm,  fires  a  gun,  they  are  all  to 
be  considered  as  having  pulled  the  trigger." 

I,  therefore,  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  in  this  case,  in  the  discharge  of 
which  I  feel  no  hesitation,  to  commit  all  these  defendants  to  answer 
the  charge  of  murder  in  the  first  degree. 

8.  G.  CATO, 
Associate  Justice,  dec. 

A  copy — Test : 

Thomas  If .  Crowdbbs, 

Acting  Clerk  JEx'g  Courts. 


Governor  Geary  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.,  October  15,  1856. 

Sir:  Colonel  William  J.  Preston,  deputy  United  States  marshal, 
who  had  accompanied  Colonel  P.  St.  G.  Cooke  and  his  command  to  the 
northern  frontier  to  look  after  a  large  party  of  professed  immigrants 
who  were  reported  to  be  about  invading  the  Territory  in  that  quarter, 
in  warlike  array  and  for  hostile  purposes,  returned  to  Lecompton  on 
the  12th  instant.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  caused  to  be  arrested 
an  organized  band,  consisting  of  about  two  hundred  and  forty  persons, 
among  whom  were  a  very  few  women  and  children,  comprising  some 
•even  families. 

This  party  was  regularly  formed  in  military  order,  and  were  under 
the  command  of  General  Pomroy,  Colonels  Eldridge,  Perry,  and 
others.  They  had  with  them  twenty  wagons,  in  which  were  a  supply 
of  new  arms,  mostly  muskets  with  bayonets  and  sabres,  and  a  lot  of 
saddles,  &c,  sufficient  to  equip  a  battalion,  consisting  one-fourth  of 
cavalry,  and  the  remainder  of  infantry.  Besides  these  arms,  which 
were  evidently  intended  for  military  purposes  and  none  other,  and 
which  were  in  the  wagons,  a  search  of  which  was  strongly  objected 
to,  the  immigrants  were  provided  with  shot-guns,  rifles,  pistols,  knives, 
&c,  sufficient  for  the  ordinary  uses  of  persons  travelling  in  Kansas  or 
any  other  of  the  western  Territories.  From  the  reports  of  the  officers, 
I  learn  they  had  with  them  neither  oxen,  household  furniture,  me- 
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chanics'  tools,  agricultural  implements,  nor  any  of  the  necessary 
appurtenances  of  peaceful  settlers. 

These  persons  entered  the  Territory  on  the  morning  of  the  10th 
instant,  and  met  Colonel  Cooke's  command  a  few  miles  south  of  the 
territorial  line.  Here  the  deputy  marshal  questioned  them  as  to  their 
intentions,  the  contents  of  their  wagons,  and  such  other  matters  as 
he  considered  necessary  in  the  exercise  of  his  official  duties.  Not  satis- 
fied with  their  answers,  and  being  refused  the  privilege  of  searching 
their  effects,  he  felt  justified  in  considering  them  a  party  armed  and 
organized  in  violation  or  defiance  of  my  proclamation  of  the  11th 
September.  After  consultation  with  Colonel  Cooke  and  other  officers 
of  the  army,  who  agreed  with  him  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the 
immigrants,  he  directed  a  search  to  be  made,  which  resulted  in  the 
discovery  of  the  arms  already  mentioned. 

An  escort  was  then  tendered  them  to  Lecompton,  in  order  that  I 
might  examine  them  in  person  and  decide  as  to  their  intentions,  which 
they  refused  to  accept.  Their  superfluous  arms  were  then  taken  in 
charge  of  the  troops,  and  the  entire  party  put  under  arrest,  the  fami- 
lies and  all  others,  individually,  being  permitted  to  retire  from  the 
organization  if  so  disposed.  Few,  however,  availed  themselves  of 
this  privilege. 

But  little  delay,  and  less  annoyance,  was  occasioned  them  by  these 
proceedings.  Everything  that  circumstances  required  or  permitted 
was  done  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  prisoners.  Their 
journey  was  facilitated  rather  than  retarded.  They  were  accompanied 
by  a  squadrnn  of  United  States  dragoons,  in  command  of  Major  H.  H. 
Sibley  ;  a  day's  rations  were  dealt  out  to  them,  and  they  were  allowed 
to  pursue  the  route  themselves  had  chosen. 

Being  apprised  of  the  time  at  which  they  would  probably  arrive  at 
Topeka,  I  forwarded  orders  for  their  detention  on  the  northern  side  of 
the  river,  near  that  place,  where,  as  I  promised,  I  met  them  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th  instant. 

I  found  them  precisely  as  they  had  been  represented  to  me  in  official 
reports  ;  and  whilst  I  felt  disposed  and  anxious  to  extend  to  them  all 
the  leniency  I  could,  consistent  with  propriety,  duty  and  justice,  I  de- 
termined, at  the  sa me  time,  to  enforce  in  their  case,  as  well  as  that  of 
every  similar  organization,  the  spirit  and  intent  of  my  proclamation 
of  the  11th  instant,  which  commands  "all  bodies  of  men,  combined, 
armed  and  equipped  with  munitions  of  war,  without  authority  of  the 
government,  instantly  to  disband  or  quit  the  Territory,  as  they  will 
answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril."  This  I  had  done  but  a  short 
time  previous  with  a  smaller  body,  who  entered  Kansas  as  this  had 
done,  from  an  entirely  different  quarter,  and  who,  upon  learning  my 
purposes,  not  only  submitted  willingly  to  be  searched,  but  by  my  or- 
der, without  a  murmur,  and  even  with  cheerfulness,  disbanded  and 
dispersed. 

I  addressed  these  people  in  their  encampment  in  regard  to  the 
present  condition  of  the  Territory,  the  suspicious  position  they  occu- 
pied, and  the  reprehensible  attitude  they  had  assumed.  I  reminded 
them  that  there  was  no  possible  necessity  or  excuse  for  the  existence 
of  large  armed  combinations  at  present  in  this  Territory.    Everything 
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was  quiet  and  pcaoeful.  And  the  very  appearance  of  such  an  un- 
authorized and  injudicious  an  array  as  they  presented,  while  it  could 
do  no  possible  good,  was  only  calculated,  if  it  was  not  intended,  to 
spread  anew  distrust  and  consternation  through  the  Territory,  and  re- 
kindle the  fires  of  discord  and  strife  that  had  swept  over  the  land,  ravag- 
ing and  desolating  everything  that  lay  in  their  destructive  way. 

Their  apology  for  their  evident  and  undeniable  disregard  to  ray 
proclamation,  though  somewhat  plausible,  was  far  from  being  satis- 
factory. They  had  made  their  arrangements,  they  said,  to  emigrate 
to  Kansas  at  a  time  when  the  Territory  was  not  only  disturbed  by 
antagonistic  political  parties,  armed  for  each  other's  destruction,  but 
when  numerous  bands  of  marauders,  whose  business  was  plunder  and 
assassination,  infested  all  the  highways,  rendering  travel  extremely 
hazardous,  even  though  every  possible  means  for  self-protection  were 
employed. 

This  excuse  loses  all  its  pertinency  when  it  is  understood  that  be- 
fore the  party  crossed  the  territorial  line  they  were  apprised,  through 
a  deputation  that  had  visited  me,  that  the  condition  of  things  above 
described  had  ceased  to  exist,  and  that  such  was  the  true  state  of 
affairs  that  any  persons  could  then  "travel  the  route  they  proposed 
taking  without  molestation  or  the  slightest  cause  for  apprehension. 
I  informed  them  through  their  messengers  that  I  heartily  welcomed 
all  immigrants,  from  every  section  of  the  Union,  who  came  with 
peaceful  attitude  and  apparently  good  intentions,  and  that  to  all  such 
I  would  afford  ample  protection  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  I  assured 
them  that  I  would  positively  enforce  my  proclamation,  and  suffer  no 
party  of  men,  no  matter  whence  they  came,  or  what  their  political 
bias,  to  enter  and  travel  through  the  Territory  with  hostile  or  warlike 
appearance,  to  the  terror  of  peaceable  citizens,  and  the  danger  of  re- 
newing the  disgraceful  and  alarming  scenes  through  which  we  had 
recently  passed.  It  was  quite  evident  that  this  party  did  thus  enter 
the  Territory,  in  defiance  not  only  of  my  proclamation,  but  my  own 
verbal  cautions  ;  and  I  therefore  fully  approve  of  the  action  taken  by 
Colonel  Cooke,  Major  Sibley,  and  the  deputy  marshal,  as  well  as  all 
the  officers  of  the  army  who  assisted  in  their  detention,  search,  and 
guard. 

After  showing  them  the  necessity  of  so  doing,  I  insisted  upon  the 
immediate  disbandment  of  this  combination,  which  was  agreed  to 
with  great  alacrity.  The  majority  of  the  men  were  evidently  grati- 
fied to  learn  that  they  had  been  deceived  in  relation  to  Kansas  affairs, 
and  that  peace  and  quiet,  instead  of  strife  and  contention,  were  reign- 
ing here. 

My  remarks,  which  were  listened  to  with  marked  attention,  were 
received  with  frequent  demonstrations  of  approbation,  and  at  their 
close  the  organization  was  broken  up,  its  members  dispersing  in  va- 
rious directions.  After  they  had  been  dismissed  from  custody,  and 
the  fact  was  announced  to  them  by  Major  Sibley,  they  testified  their 
thankfulness  for  his  kind  treatment  towards  them  during  the  time  he 
held  them  under  arrest,  by  giving  him  three  hearty  and  enthusiastic 
cheers. 

In  concluding  this  hastily  written  letter,  I  must  express  my  sincere 
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relets  that  societies  exist  in  some  of  the  States,  whose  object  is  to  fit 
out  such  parties  as  the  one  herein  described,  and  send  them  to  this 
Territory  to  their  own  injury  and  the  destruction  of  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  country.  Very  many  persons  are  induced  to  come  out 
here  under  flattering  promises  whicn  are  never  fulfilled  ;  and  having 
neither  money  to  purchase  food  or  clothing,  nor  trades  or  occupations 
at  which  to  earn  an  honest  livelihood,  are  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
becoming  either  paupers  or  thieves ;  and  such  are  the  unfortunate 
men  who  have  aided  materially  in  filling  up  the  measure  of  crimes 
that  have  so  seriously  affected  the  prosperity  of  Kansas.  It  is  high 
time  that  this  fact  should  be  clearly  and  generally  understood.  This 
Territory,  at  the  present  season  of  the  year,  and  especially  under 
existing  circumstances,-  offers  no  inducements  for  the  immigration  of 
the  poor  tradesman  or  laborer.  The  country  is  overrun  with  hundreds 
who  are  unable  to  obtain  employment,  who  live  upon  charity,  and 
who  are  exposed  to  all  the  evils  of  privation,  destitution,  and  want. 

By  the  next  mail  I  will  forward  you  the  reports  of  Colonel  Cooke, 
Major  Sibley,  and  Deputy  Marshal  Preston,  in  relation  to  the  arrest 
of  the  party  to  which  reference  is  herein  made,  together  with  such 
other  matters  of  interest  as  may  in  the  meantime  transpire. 

With  assurances  of  the  highest  respect,  I  am,  truly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 

Hon.  W.  L.  Marct, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[By  Telegraph.] 

Executive  Department, 
Lecompton,  K.  T.y  November  7,  1856. 

Sir:  I  bave  just  returned  to  this  place,  after  an  extended  tour  of 
observation  through  a  large  portion  of  this  Territory .  I  left  Lecompton 
on  the  17th  ultimo,  via  Lawrence,  Franklin,  Wakarusa  creek, 
Hickory  Point,  Ottawa  creek,  Ossawatomie,  Marais  dee  Cygnes 
creek,  Bull  creek,  Paoli,  Pottawatomie  creek,  North  and  South 
Middle  creeks,  Big  and  Little  Sugar  creek,  and  Sugar  Mound  ;  thence 
westward  along  the  California  and  Sante  F6  road  to  Fort  Biley ; 
thence  down  the  Kansas  river,  via  Pawnee,  Riley  City,  Manhattan, 
Wawbouze,  Baptist  Mission,  Topeka,  Tecumseh,  and  other  places.  I 
also  visited,  at  their  houses,  as  many  citizens  as  I  conveniently  could,  ad- 
dressing various  bodies  of  people,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  with  bene- 
ficial results.  During  this  tour,  I  have  obtained  much  valuable 
information  relative  to  affairs  in  Kansas,  made  myself  familiar  with  the 
wants  and  grievances  of  the  people,  which  will  enable  me  to  make 
such  representations  to  the  next  legislature  and  the  government  at 
Washington  as  will  be  most  conducive  to  the  public  interests.  The 
general  peace  of  the  Territory  remains  unimpaired,  confidence  is  being 
generally  restored,  business  is  resuming  its  ordinary  channels,  citizens 
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ire  preparing  for  winter,  and  there  is  a  readiness  among  the  good 
people  of  all  parties  to  sustain  my  administration.    In  a  few  days  I 
will  write  you  at  length  respecting  various  matters  connected  with 
my  recent  tour,  and  other  things  relative  to  the  Territory. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  Kansas  Territory. 
Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 

November  29,  1856. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  my  annual  report,  giving  a 
brief  history  of  the  operations  of  this  department  whilst  under  my 
charge. 

The  act  for  its  organization  was  immaturely  considered,  otherwise 
so  many  subjects,  in  almost  every  respect  dissimilar,  would  not  have 
been  united  in  the  same  department.  There  is  no  congruity  in  the 
principles  by  which  the  different  bureaus  are  governed  ;  and  the  deci- 
sions which  the  head  of  the  department  is  constantly  called  upon  to 
make,  have  little  or  no  relation  to  each  other,  as  a  mere  glance  at  the 
matters  entrusted  to  his  care  will  readily  show.  To  the  department,  by 
the  organic  act,  is  confided  the  supervision  of  the  Patent  Office,  the 
General  Land  Office,  the  Indian  Office,  the  Pension  Office,  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Buildings,  the  Board  of  Inspectors  and  Warden 
of  the  Penitentiary  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  Census,  and  the 
accounts  of  the  marshals,  clerks  and  other  officers  of  all  the  United 
States  courts,  embracing  those  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  To  these 
have  since  been  added  the  Insane  Asylum,  the  Mexican  boundary  sur- 
vey, and  the  construction  of  several  territorial  roads. 

When  the  legitimate  objects  of  the  different  departments  are  duly 
considered,  it  would  seem  that  a  reorganization  of  the  whole  had  be- 
come necessary,  and  that  a  more  suitable  arrangement  than  the  pres- 
ent one  could  be  devised,  and  should  be  adopted.  At  all  events,  no 
further  burdens  should  be  imposed  upon  this  department,  as  its 
labors  are  already  sufficiently  severe  and  arduous.  When  organized 
in  1849,  several  of  its  bureaus  were  larger  than  most  of  the  present 
departments  twenty  years  before,  and  they  have  since  been  constantly 
increasing,  and  will  continue  to  do  so,  keeping  pace  with  the  exten- 
sion and  advancement  of  the  country. 

Notwithstanding  the  Indian  difficulties  and  other  disturbances  in 
several  of  the  Territories,  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  have  pro- 
gressed rapidly.  The  quantity  of  land  surveyed,  exclusive  of  school 
sections,  since  my  last  report,  and  up  to  the  30th  of  September  last, 
was  16,873,699  acres,  much  of  which  is  now  ready  for  market. 

The  grants  made  by  Congress  at  its  last  session,  for  railroad  pur- 
poses, have  had  the  effect  of  withdrawing  from  market  a  large  body  of 
the  public  lands,  which,  notwithstanding  every  exertion  that  can  be 
made,  cannot  be  restored  in  less  than  nine  months,  and  perhaps  not 
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then,  as  it  depends  in  a  great  degree  upon  the  action  of  the  States,  to 
which  the  grants  were  made,  and,  in  many  cases,  the  legislation  of 
those  States. 

In  executing  the  graduation  act,  many  grave  questions  have  arisen, 
some  of  which  cannot  be  satisfactorily  settled  without  the  interposition 
of  Congress.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  carry  it  into  effect,  so 
as  to  benefit,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  actual  settler  ;  but  the  loose- 
ness with  which  some  of  its  parts  were  drafted,  and  the  want  of  proper 
guards  to  protect  its  principles,  has,  thus  far,  rendered  most  of  those 
efforts  ineffectual.  Many  fraudulent  entries  under  the  act  having 
been  reported  to  the  General  Loud  Office,  suitable  rules  and  regulations 
have  been  adopted  for  their  correction,  and  to  prevent  the  occurrence 
of  others.  The  principal  difficulty  arises  from  the  fact  that,  in  many 
cases,  although  the  land  has  been  entered  more  than  a  year,  no  im- 
provements, indicating  a  bona  fide  intention  to  perform  the  require- 
ments of  the  law,  have  been  made ;  and  in  others,  the  purchasers, 
immediately  after  the  entries,  made  sale  of  the  lands  purchased,  with- 
out the  slightest  attempt  at  "actual  settlement  or  cultivation." 
Patents  upon  entries  have  been  applied  for,  and  will  be  granted  where- 
ever  the  land  office  is  satisfied  of  the  fairness  of  the  transaction  ;  but 
where  there  are  reasonable  grounds  for  suspicion,  proof  will  be  re- 
quired to  be  filed,  within  a  given  period,  to  sustain  the  entry.  It  is, 
however,  competent  for  Congress  to  declare  whether  the  title  to  these 
lands  shall  pass  to  all,  indiscriminately,  or  whether  satisfactory 
evidence  of  a  compliance  with  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  law, 
shall  be  first  required.  The  former  course  would  tend  most  to  the 
relief  of  the  land  office,  as  then  the  issue  of  the  patents  would  be 
the  only  labor  required.  For  the  benefit  of  purchasers  generally, 
and  the  States  in  which  the  graduated  lands  lie,  it  is  important  that 
the  matter  should  be  promptly  disposed  of,  either  by  sanctioning  and 
affirming  the  action  of  the  General  Land  Office,  or  directing  the  patents 
to  be  issued  without  further  requirement. 
The  quantity  of  land  sold  for  cash  during  the 

last  fiscal  year,  was 9,227,878.98  acres. 

Keceived  therefor,  $8,821,414.53. 

Located  with  military  scrip  and  land  warrants...     8,382,480.00    " 

Swamp  lands  approved  to  the  States 6,036,874.39     " 

Selected  under  donations  for  railroads,  &c,  and 

granted  for  railroad  purposes,  (estimated) 15,680,875.00 


a 


Making  a  total  of. 39,328,108.37 


The  quantity  of  lands  sold  for  cash,  during  the  second  and  third 
quarters  of  the  present  calendar  year,  is  2,000,065.50  acres.  Keceived 
therefor,  $1,906,883.72. 

The  difficulties  in  executing  satisfactorily  the  swamp  land  grants, 
still  exist.  Several  of  the  States  have  passed  laws  donating  these 
lands  for  specific  purposes,  and  they  now  complain,  that,  if  the  selec- 
tions are  set  aside  for  any  cause,  their  faith  must  be  violated.  It  is 
contended  that  most  of  those  who  are  contesting  the  rights  of  the 
States  are  mere  (peculators,  and  should  not  be  permitted  to  defeat 
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their  permanent  interests ;  that  thereby  many  of  the  counties,  and  of 
their  people,  will  be  injured,  and  tbe  government  not  correspondingly 
benefited.  Much  of  this  is  true,  and  although  many  errors  have  been 
committed,  yet  it  is  worthy  of  consideration  whether,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  it  is  not  the  best  policy  to  approve  the  selections,  00 
far  as  they  do  not  interfere  with  actual  settlers. 

By  the  act  of  April  20,  1818,  it  was  supposed  that  the  annual  max- 
imum compensation  to  registers  and  receivers  of  land  offices,  was 
$3,000  each;  the  same  being  made  up  by  the  salary  of  $500,  and  one 
per  centum  commission,  upon  the  moneys  received  from  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands.  But,  under  the  ruling  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
commission  is  computed  upon  the  amount  actually  received,  without 
regard  to  time,  so  that  if  the  commission,  together  with  a  pro 
rata  amount  of  the  salary,  reaches  $3,000  in  one  month,  and  the 
officer* 8  term  then  expires,  the  $3,000  is  retained  by  him.  In  many 
cases  it  is  thus  made  the  interest  of  the  officer  to  vacate  the  office, 
because,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  he  would  have  to  die- 
charge  all  its  duties  without  further  compensation ;  and  where  the 
lands  in  the  district  are,  as  sometimes  is  the  case,  in  great  demand, 
the  government  might  be  compelled  to  pay  the  maximum  compensa- 
tion, several  times  during  the  same  year.  It  is  an  evil  that  neede 
correction. 

The  land  system,  under  the  legislative  enactments  of  the  last  four 
years,  and  by  the  active  measures  taken  to  meet  demands  for  settle- 
ment, has  been  extended  with  entire  success,  and  unprecedented 
rapidity,  along  the  whole  Pacific  slope,  embracing  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, the  Territories  of  Oregon  and  Washington,  and  into  the 
Territories  of  Kansas,  Nebraska,  New  Mexico  and  Utah.  This  im- 
mense geographical  surface  has  been  organized  into  six  new  surveying 
departments,  and  the  public  surveys  are  in  rapid  extension  over  it. 
Surveying  operations  in  the  new  and  the  old  districts  have,  in  the 
same  period,  been  extended  over  an  area  of  nearly  sixty  millions  of 
acres,  in  which  the  lines  have  been  run  and  established. 

During  this  period,  also,  there  have  been  sold  for 
cash,        ......  30,935,174  acres. 

For  which  there  has  been  received  $27,940,151. 
Located  for  military  bounties,        ...  15,806,260     " 
Approved  under  swamp  land  grants,  -  -  30,199,056     " 

Granted  for  railroads,         ....  17,036,282     " 

Making  the  aggregate,  ...  93,976,772  acres, 

disposed  of,  in  part,  for  farms  by  direct  grants  to  industrious  citizens, 
a  portion,  by  titles  issued  as  indemnity  to  the  defenders  of  the  country, 
in  part,  to  aid  the  new  States  in  redeeming  from  overflow  and  its 
oonsequences  valuable  lands,  and  bringing  them  under  tillage ;  and 
the  residue,  in  facilitating  travel  and  intercourse,  by  the  extension  of 
the  railway,  canal  and  other  systems  of  national  intercommunication, 
thereby,  also,  largely  increasing  the  value  of  the  landed  interests  of 
the  country. 
It  is  scarcely  possible  to  convey  a  proper  idea  of  the  great  labor 
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incident  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  operations  mentioned.  It  may 
he  stated,  however,  among  numerous  heavy  items,  that  the  records  of 
correspondence,  cover  ninety  thousand  folio  pages,  embracing  decisions 
upon  numerous  intricate  questions  of  title,  not  only  as  derived  from 
foreign  governments,  hut  arising  under  the  land  legislation  of  Con- 
gress, during  the  past  half  century.  Besides  this,  eight  thousand 
accounts  have  txen  adjusted,  and  four  hundred  thousand  land  patents 
issued  hy  the  government. 

An  examination  has  been  made,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether 
the  number  of  offices  of  surveyors  general  could  not  be  diminished, 
and  it  has  been  found,  that  four  may  be  entirely  discontinued  within 
the  next  two  years,  and  the  initiatory  steps  have  been  taken  to  that 
c»nd. 

The  number  of  applications  under  the  recently  enacted  bounty- 
land  laws,  to  the  twenty-fifth  instant,  was  265,268 ;  those  examined, 
239,726 ;  of  which  182,070  have  been  allowed  ;  and  warrants  issued, 
covering  22,003,290  acres,  and  57,656  have  been  suspended  or  rejected ; 
leaving  25,542  original  cases  not  yet  examined. 

These  laws  have  been  executed  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and 
there  are,  comparatively,  few  claims  which  have  not  undergone  pre- 
liminary examination.  The  time  thus  consumed  has  been  less  than 
one-half  of  what  was  anticipated  when  the  several  acts  were  respec- 
tively passed.  Although  the  labor  and  attention  required  were  great, 
the  work  has  been  accomplished  in  a  very  brief  period,  and  yet  with 
great  faithfulness. 

The  necessity  of  further  power  being  given  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions,  to  suspend,  diminish  and  discontinue  pensions,  when  the 
reason  for  granting  them  has  partially  or  totally  ceased,  is  daily  be- 
coming more  apparent.  The  Commissioner  should  be  clothed  with 
authority  to  strife  the  name  of  the  pensioner  from  the  pension  roll, 
or  graduate  the  pension  when  he  is  satisfied  of  the  cessation  or 
diminution  of  the  disability  of  an  invalid  pensioner.  Cases  of  this 
kind  are  constantly  occurring.  Upon  an  investigation  of  this  class 
of  pensioners,  in  a  portion  of  a  single  State,  during  the  past  year,  it 
was  found  that,  of  sixty-seven  cases,  eleven  were  baseless,  and  the 
amounts  allowed  to  most  of  the  remainder,  were  much  larger  than 
their  present  disabilities  would  entitle  them  to ;  so  that,  if  those  pen- 
sions were  properly  graduated,  the  annual  saving  to  the  treasury,  in 
the  cases  examined,  would  be  some  three  thousand  dollars.  As  these 
are  life  pensions,  the  aggregate  annual  amount  paid,  is  very  large  in 
comparison  with  what  it  should  be,  and,  as  the  number  of  this  class 
of  pensioners  is  rapidly  and  constantly  augmenting,  unless  some 
measure  is  adopted  to  prevent  it,  the  evil  will  be  largely  increased. 

Experience  and  reflection  convince  me  that  the  only  true  principle, 
upon  which  to  base  pensions,  is  that  of  indigence.  The  meritorious 
and  needy  pensioners  are  now  poorly  aided  by  the  general  govern- 
ment. The  pensions,  ranging  from  three  and  a  half,  to  eight  dollars 
per  month,  are,  manifestly,  insufficient  to  supply  their  necessary 
wants,  especially,  where  they  are  compelled  to  furnish  subsistence  for 
dependent  families.  If  the  principle  were  adopted,  and  a  reasonable 
increase  made  to  the  present  pittance  of  those,  whose  services  and 
12 
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wants  demand  it,  the  amount  annually  appropriated  would  not  be  in- 
creased, but  the  distribution  would  be  far  more  just,  equitable  and 
beneficial. 

There  are  distinctions  and  discriminations  between  army  and  navy 
pensions,  which  are  unreasonable,  and  should  not  be  permitted  longer 
to  exist. 

Both  should  be  placed  on  an  equality,  as  to  the  amount  to  be  re- 
ceived, the  circumstances  under  which  they  should  be  granted,  and 
the  time  they  should  run  ;  and  disabilities  in  the  one  case,  should  be 
of  the  same  character  as  in  the  other. 

On  the  30th  of  June  last,  there  were  13,932  pensioners,  and  the 
amount  disbursed  for  their  benefit,  during  the  fiscal  year,  was 
$1,360,694.61. 

Every  day's  experience  proves  that  the  present  system  of  confining 
the  advances  to  pension  agents,  to  the  amount  of  their  semi-annual 
payments,  has  had  a  good  effect.  I  am  persuaded,  that  in  most  cases, 
when,  under  the  old  system,  the  pension  agents  were  not  directly  com- 
pensated by  the  government,  for  their  services,  they  were  indirectly 
paid ;  otherwise,  we  cannot  satisfactorily  account  for  the  large 
amounts  of  pension  money  they  generally  had  on  hand,  over  and  above 
what  was  actually  necessary  to  meet  the  current  demands ;  nor  can  it 
be  presumed  that  they  would  have  performed  the  service  without  re- 
muneration, or,  if  they  received  none,  nor  derived  any  benefit  from 
the  trust,  that  they  would  have  rested  content  so  long,  without  pre- 
senting their  claims  to  Congress. 

Notwithstanding  the  vigilance  of  the  Pension  Bureau,  and  the  nu- 
merous precautions  adopted,  and  the  criminal  proceedings  instituted 
and  successfully  prosecuted,  frauds  are  still  being  perpetrated,  many 
of  which  cannot  be  prevented,  or  punished  when  discovered,  without 
a  revision  of  the  laws  relating  to  such  offences. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1852,  the  number  of  applica- 
tions for  bounty  land,  pending,  and  on  the  suspended 
files  of  the  Pension  Office,  liable  to  be  called  up  for  re- 
examination, was  about, 65,256 

The  number  of  new  applications  filed  during  the  year  fol- 
lowing, was  about, 30,676 

During  the  next  year,  about, 13,491 

And  thence  to  the  30th  September,  1856 258,100 

Making  in  all, 367,523 


The  number  of  warrants  issued  during  the  year  ending 

30th  September,  1853,  was  about, 41,063 

The  number  issued  the  succeeding  year  was 17, 735 

During  the  next  year, 38,429 

During  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1856, 139,194 

Making  the  total 236,421 


The  number  of  pensioners  added  to  the  rolls,  between  the  1st  of 
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April,  1863,  and  the  30th  September,  1856,  is  9,585 ;  the  aggregate 

of  whose  yearly  pensions  is  $704,290.74,  besides  the  sum  of  $1,494,- 
457.37,  paid  as  arrearages,  immediately,  on  the  admission  of  the 
claims. 

These  are,  merely,  some  of  the  results  of  the  operations  of  the  office. 
They  convey  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  various  and  complicated  interme- 
diate labors  involved,  between  the  receipt  of  an  application  for  bounty 
land,  or  pension,  and  the  final  determination  of  the  claim ;  for,  be- 
sides the  examination  and,  frequently,  the  re-examination  of  a  claim, 
before  it  is  admitted,  many  pension  claims  have  been  presented  (pro- 
bably three  times  the  number  of  those  admitted)  which  have  been 
examined  and  re-examined,  and  still  suspended  or  rejected ;  and  these, 
generally,  require  the  most  patient  investigation  and  research. 

The  number  of  letters  received  at  the  office,  during  the  past  year,  is 
107,800,  and  the  number  sent  thence,  270,387 — an  extent  of  correspond- 
ence, probably,  without  a  precedent.  This  vast  amount  of  business,  is 
chiefly  consequent  upon  the  execution  of  laws,  passed  during  and  sub- 
sequent to  the  year  1853,  viz:  the  pension  act  of  3d  February,  1853, 
and  the  bounty-land  law  of  3d  March,  1855,  and  the  amendatory  act 
of  14th  May,  1856. 

The  field-work  of  the  Mexican  boundary  commission,  was  all  accom- 
plished, as  stated  in  my  last  report,  within  the  time  contemplated,  and 
largely  within  the  means  appropriated. 

All  the  monuments,  agreed  upon  by  the  joint  commission,  have 
been  erected,  and  the  line  is  marked  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  the 
Pacific;  and  the  United  States  is  in  possession  of  the  territory. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  boundary,  is  formed  by  the  Bio  Bravo, 
or  Bio  Grande  ;  and  in  the  settled  portion  of  the  valleys,  which  are 
best  adapted  to  agriculture,  the  bed  of  the  river  sometimes  changes, 
and  transfers  considerable  portions  of  land,  from  one  side  to  the  other. 

The  commissioners  concluded,  and  it  is  thought  with  correctness, 
that,  except  in  the  case  of  gradual  accretions  on  one  or  the  other  bank 
of  the  river,  the  boundary  would  remain  where  the  river  fixed  it,  at 
the  time  of  the  survey,  and  as  shown  in  the  maps,  notwithstanding 
actual  changes  in  the  course  of  the  river.  A  case  of  this  kind  is  threatened 
in  the  valley  of  £1  Paso,  and  anxious  inquiries  have  been  made  on 
the  subject.  The  parties  making  the  inquiries  have  been  referred  to 
the  printed  maps,  and  informed  that  any  change  in  the  river,  detach- 
ing solid  masses  of  land,  does  not  change  the  jurisdiction. 

The  Mexican  commissioner,  according  to  an  agreement  with  the 
American  commissioner,  repaired  to  this  city  with  a  corps  of  assist- 
ants, about  the  first  of  July  last,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
the  maps,  required  by  the  treaty,  to  show  the  boundary,  and  is  now 
here  on  that  duty. 

On  the  part  of  our  commissioner,  these  maps  will  be  finished  by 
the  first  of  March  next.  Already  the  services  of  many  of  his  assist- 
ants have  been  dispensed  with,  and  it  is  in  contemplation  to  discharge 
the  whole  force  of  draughtsmen  before  that  time,  and  none  of  the 
employes  will  be  retained,  except  such  as  may  be  required  to  super* 
intend  the  printing  of  the  maps  and  reports,  descriptive  of  the  boun- 
dary and  adjacent  country,  the  publication  of  which  was  ordered  bv 
Congress  at  its  last  session. 
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The  first  part  of  the  report  is  already  in  the  hands  of  the  printer, 
and  nothing  retards  its  publication,  but  the  necessary  delays  in  engrav- 
ing the  maps. 

Notwithstanding  the  Senate,  in  its  order  for  the  publication  of  the 
report  and  accompanying  appendix  of  the  boundary  commission,  di- 
rected, that  the  expenses  of  publication  should  be  paid  out  of  the 
boundary  appropriations,  there  will  remain  of  them,  untouched  in 
the  Treasury,  some  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

No  officer  could  have  discharged  his  duty  with  more  ability,  or 
greater  fidelity,  than  the  commissioner,  to  whom  were  confided  the  in- 
terests of  this  government.  And  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  the  utmost 
harmony  has  existed  on  this  commission,  between  the  officers  of  both 
the  governments,  and  that  all  questions  likely  to  produce  the  least 
difference,  have  been  amicably  settled,  and,  as  is  believed,  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  all  parties. 

Since  the  first  day  of  January  last,  the  Patent  Office  has  issued 
2,255  patents,  and,  within  the  year,  the  number  will  probably  be 
increased  to  some  2,500. 

All  applications  are  promptly  attended  to,  and  it  is  hoped  the 
interests  of  that  meritorious  class  of  our  people — the  inventors — are 
properly  secured  and  protected.  None  are  more  worthy  the  fostering 
care  of  the  general  government. 

From  small  beginnings  the  Patent  Office  has  grown  into  propor- 
tions comparatively  gigantic.     Half  a  century  ago,  the  whole  revenue 
of  the  office  did  not  exceed  $1,500  per  annum,  which  was  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  one  clerk,  who  transacted  the  entire  business  of 
the  office.     The  income,  for  the  present  year,  will  be  about  $200,000, 
which  will  still  be  scarcely  sufficient  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of 
the  office,  with  its  one  hundred,  examiners,  clerks  and  other,  employes. 
If  we  compare  the  present  condition  of  the  office  with  what  it  wae 
a  few  years  ago,  we  shall  find,  that,  during  the  four  years  previous  to 
1853,  the  average  annual  number  of  applications  for  patents  was 
2,522 ;  while  for  the  four  subsequent  years  Buch  average  will  be  about 
4,000.     The  number  of  patents  annually  issued  during  the  former 
period  averages  990 ;  during  the  latter,  about  1850.     For  the  cur- 
rent year,  the  whole  number  of  applications  made,  the  whole  number 
of  patents  granted,  and  the  amount  of  revenue  received,  will,  respec- 
tively, be  at  least  double  what  they  were  in  any  previous  year.     The 
number  of  applications  for  patents  in  this  office,  the  last  year,  wae 
greater  than  that  in  any  other  country,  having  been  4,435,  against 
2,958,  in  Great  Britain,  and  4,056,  in  France.     For  the  present  year, 
the  number  of  applications  will  probably  reach  5,000. 

The  business  of  the  office  seems  to  have  outgrown  the  system  upon 
which  it  has  thus  far  been  conducted,  which  was  adapted  to  a  pre- 
vious stage  of  its  existence.  The  wisdom  of  Congress  may  be  profit- 
ably exercised,  in  making  such  modifications  as  present  circumstances 
require. 

In  addition  to  the  business  of  the  Patent  Office  proper,  there  has 
been  devolved  upon  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  the  supervision  of 
the  National  Gallery,  and  the  direction  of  the  fund,  annually  apppro- 
priated  for  agricultural  purposes.     The  former  of  theto  duties  is, 
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comparatively,  of  small  moment ;  the  latter,  of  great  and  rapidly 
growing  importance. 

There  seems  no  very  natural  or  immediate  connexion  between  the 
legitimate  business  of  the  Patent  Office,  and  the  subject  of  agricul- 
ture, except  in  their  mutual  relation  to  the  industrial  pursuits  ot 
the  people.  But  the  revenues  of  the  office,  being  somewhat  in  ex- 
cess, in  1839,  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  was  authorized  to  apply 
f  1,000  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  agricultural  statistics.  For  many 
years,  subsequent  to  that  time,  annual  appropriations  were  made  from 
the  same  fund,  for  a  similar  purpose.  These  were  increased,  from 
time  to  time,  until  they  reached  the  sum  of  $5,000,  where  they  re- 
mained nearly  stationary  for  several  years. 

In  1854,  the  appropriation  was  increased  to  $35,000,  and  made 
payable  out  of  the  treasury  ;  and  the  appropriation,  for  the  present 
year,  has  been  increased  to  $105,000.  The  objects  embraced  in  this 
appropriation  are  declared  to  be  "  the  collection  of  agricultural  statis- 
tics ;  investigations  for  promoting  agriculture  and  rural  economy,  and 
the  procurement  and  distribution  of  cuttings  and  seeds." 

In  pursuance  of  the  design  of  Congress,  measures  have  been  taken 
to  procure  cuttings  and  seeds  from  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  where 
any  new  product  can  be  found,  which  is  likely  to  prove  useful  in  any 
portion  of  the  United  States.  Many  new  productions  of  great 
probable  utility  have  thus  been  introduced,  and  others  are  being 
sought  for,  wherever  there  is  any  prospect  of  success.  A  vessel 
has  just  been  sent  to  South  America,  to  procure  cuttings  of  the 
sugar  cane,  to  furnish  our  southern  planters  with  a  fresh  stock,  to 
supply  the  place  of  that  which,  it  is  supposed,  has  deteriorated  by 
continued  cultivation  without  renovation  from  the  indigenous  plant. 

The  front  basement  of  the  centre  building,  and  the  east  wing,  of  the 
Patent  Office  have  been  finished,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  por- 
tico, which  is  in  rapid  progress,  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  west  wing. 
*  The  north  front  of  the  building  has  been  commenced,  and  the 
foundation  will  probably  be  laid  during  the  present  season,  so  as  to 
be  ready  for  the  superstructure  in  the  spring.  Another  appropriation 
has  been  asked  for,  which  will  nearly  complete  this  part,  according  to 
the  original  plan  and  estimate ;  the  object  being  to  press  it  forward  as 
rapidly  as  practicable,  both  on  account  of  economy  and  utility.  The 
entire  structure,  when  finished,  will  temporarily  accommodate  all  the 
bureaus  of  this  department,  but  this  should  not  deter  Congress  from 
making  the  necessary  appropriations  for  a  departmental  building, 
which  will  be  much  needed  before,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  it 
can  be  constructed  and  prepared  for  occupancy.  No  valid  reason  can 
be  assigned  for  further  delay. 

I  must  again  call  your  attention  to  the  extraordinary  expenses  of 
the  judiciary,  and  the  absolute  necessity  for  a  radical  change  or  modi- 
fication of  such  of  the  laws  as  relate  thereto.  The  act  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  with  a  view  of  curing  some  of  the  defects,  has, 
so  far  as  tested,  proved  very  beneficial.  The  pecuniary  saving  thereby, 
has  been  large ;  but  this  is  of  little  moment  in  comparison  with  the 
salutary  influence  it  has  had  upon  the  class  of  officers  it  was  intended 
to  affect.     Still  new  developments  are  being  made,  which  show  that 
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many  serious  evils  have  silently  crept  into  practice,  in  some  of  our 
courts,  which  should  be  speedily  remedied.  Most  of  the  laws  for  their 
prevention  are  seriously  defective,  and  need  revision,  and  without  con- 
gressional action,  the  officers  of  the  treasury  and  this  department  are 
powerless.  As  the  laws  now  are,  I  can  conceive  of  no  better  plan 
than  to  entrust  the  department  with  sufficient  means  to  investigate 
all  charges  that  may  be  preferred,  whenever,  and  wherever,  this  de- 
partment and  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury  are  satisfied  there 
is  fraud,  corruption,  or  malfeasance  in  office. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1855,  there  were  in  the  Insane  Asylum  sixty 
patients,  and  during  the  fiscal  year  there  were  received  into  it  forty- 
seven  ;  eight  have  died ;  six  were  discharged — five  of  them  being 
restored — and  there  were  left,  on  the  thirtieth  of  June  last,  ninety- 
three  patients.  It  is  in  a  most  flourishing  condition,  and  bids  fair  to 
be  the  first  in  the  country.  The  improvements  are  steadily  progress- 
ing, and  will  be  completed  as  rapidly  as  is  desirable.  The  appro- 
priations heretofore  made,  are  deemed  ample  for  the  next  year,  except 
a  small  amount,  for  which  an  estimate  has  been  made,  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  farm  and  grounds,  and  the  purchase  of  horticultural 
and  agricultural  implements,  and  machinery.  Congress  has  already 
exhibited  great  liberality  towards  this  institution,  and  no  doubt  the 
results  will  soon  prove,  that  it  has  not  been  improperly  bestowed. 

The  number  of  convicts  in  the  Penitentiary  is  seventy-two.  Thirty- 
five  were  admitted,  and  twenty-eight  discharged,  during  the  past  year. 
The  expense  of  managing  it  is  now  nearly  equalled  by  the  income, 
and  the  excess  is  being  yearly  diminished. 

The  act  of  the  18th  of  August  last,  required  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  select  a  suitable  site  for  a  new  jail,  at  or  near  the  Peniten- 
tiary, in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  to  cause  drawings  and  specifi- 
cations to  be  prepared  therefor,  to  be  submitted,  with  an  estimate  of 
its  cost,  to  Congress  at  the  next  session. 

Early  measures  were  taken  to  enable  me  to  comply  with  the  requi- 
sitions of  this  act.  The  architect,  in  charge  of  the  Patent  Office 
building,  was  instructed  to  examine,  carefully,  the  most  approved 
designs  for  buildings  of  the  kind  specified,  and  prepare  the  requisite 
drawings,  specifications  and  estimates,  for  the  one  proposed  to  be  built. 

He  has  attended  to  that  duty,  and  furnished  the  plans,  herewith 
submitted,  which  are  so  arranged,  as  to  admit  of  an  indefinite  enlarge- 
ment of  the  building,  without  interfering  with  its  symmetry.  The  es- 
timated cost  is  $150,000. 

The  act  requires  the  site  for  the  new  jail,  to  be  selected  at  or  near 
the  Penitentiary,  and  the  department  is,  accordingly,  confined  to  that 
vicinity.  The  grounds  adjoining  the  Penitentiary,  on  the  east,  belong, 
as  I  am  informed,  to  the  government,  and  if  the  jail  is  to  be  erected 
in  that  neighborhood,  I  should  recommend  that  it  be  placed  there. 
Aside,  however,  from  the  fact  that  these  grounds  are  understood  to  be 
needed  by  the  War  Department,  there  are  serious  objections  to  this 
locality  which  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  brought  to  the  attention  of 
Congress,  before  further  proceedings  are  had  respecting  it. 

The  grounds  are  low  and  marshy,  and  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year, 
here  is  reason  to  fear,  the  place  would  prove  unhealthy,  when  occa- 
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pied  by  so  large  a  number  (probably  150)  as  would  usually  be  confined 
there,  subject  to  the  malaria  from  the  creek  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
river  on  the  other.  It  would  be  well,  therefore,  to  seek  a  more  health- 
ful situation,  and,  it  is  believed,  such  may  be  found,  which  would  like- 
wise be  more  convenient,  in  all  respects,  to  the  city.  Should  it  be 
concluded  to  select  another  site,  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  examinations 
already  made,  that  the  government  would  be  the  gainer  in  point  of 
cost,  as  the  extra  expense  of  securing  a  safe  foundation,  upon  the 
grounds  indicated  by  the  act,  together  with  that  of  filling  up  the 
premises  to  a  proper  grade,  would  be  more  than  enough  to  make  the 
requisite  purchase. 

In  this  connexion,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  invite  attention  to  the 
want  of  suitable  accommodations  for  the  criminal  court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia.  An  appropriation  was  made  at  the  last  session  for  the 
alteration  and  improvement  of  the  court  room  heretofore  used,  in  com- 
mon, by  the  circuit  and  criminal  courts,  which  has  been  judiciously 
expended,  and,  by  means  of  which,  that  room  has  been  rendered  con- 
venient and  comfortable. 

These  courts  are  frequently  in  session  at  the  same  time,  and,  hence, 
a  separate  room  is  indispensable  for  the  proper  accommodation  of 
each. 

The  judges  and  the  members  of  the  bar  have  recently  united  in  a 
communication  upon  this  subject,  asking  me  to  "urge  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress,  the  necessity  of  extending  the  present  court-house,  as 
{proposed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  so  as  to  accompl- 
ish" that  object.  I  have  regarded  this  memorial  as  of  so  much  in- 
terest, as  to  direct  its  publication  with  the  printed  estimates  of  the 
department,  in  the  hope  that  suitable  provision  may  be  made  by  Con- 
gress, at  its  next  session,  to  supply  the  wants  therein  so  clearly  shown 
to  exist. 

With  a  view  of  effecting  the  object  of  Congress,  in  regard  to  the 
construction  of  a  new  and  substantial  bridge  over  the  Potomac  river, 
Alfred  L.  Rives,  a  civil  engineer,  was  appointed  to  make  the  neces- 
sary surveys,  examinations,  plans,  drawings  and  estimates.  Every 
effort  has  been  made,  and  is  still  making,  to  perform  the  service,  satis- 
factorily, and  it  is  hoped  that  a  full  report  of  the  results  will  be  made 
before  the  month  of  February  next,  and  in  time  for  the  consideration 
of  Congress. 

The  work  on  the  bridge  across  the  Potomac,  at  the  Little  Falls,  in 
this  district,  has  been  entrusted  to  a  skilful  civil  engineer.  The  appro- 
priation was  made  so  late  in  the  season,  that  the  bridge  could  not  be 
finished,  in  time  for  travel,  the  approaching  winter ;  but  it  will  be 
pressed  to  completion  as  rapidly  as  practicable. 

The  appropriation,  made  in  1855,  for  grading,  &c,  preparatory  to 
the  extension  of  the  Capitol  grounds,  was  judiciously  and  economically 
expended.  As  Congress  appropriated  the  money,  without  any  estimate 
or  recommendation  of  the  department,  and  as  no  general  plan  had 
been  devised  or  adopted,  it  was  not  deemed  proper  to  submit  an  item 
among  the  estimates  presented  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  because 
the  department  did  not  understand  its  design,  and  presumed,  if  its 
continuation  was  considered  advisable,  a  suitable  appropriation  would 
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be  made  for  that  purpose.  As  none,  however,  was  made,  and  the 
wings  of  the  Capitol  are  advancing  rapidly  to  completion,  and  the 
grounds  present  a  rough  and  inelegant  appearance,  it  appears  proper 
that  the  attention  of  Congress  should  be  directed  to  it. 

The  improvement  of  the  grounds,  south  of  the  executive  mansion, 
has  been. completed  according  to  the  plan  adopted  at  its  commence- 
ment. That  part  of  the  grounds  immediately  adjacent  to  the  execu- 
tive premises,  is  not  sufficiently  elevated,  and  further  appropriations 
should  be  made  with  this  view,  not  only  because  it  would  add  to  their 
beauty,  but  be  promotive  of  the  healthfulness  of  the  executive  man- 
sion and  the  neighboring  residences.  With  a  small  expenditure  of 
money  this  may  be  done,  and  the  sooner  it  is  accomplished  the  better, 
as,  now,  the  change  will  not  seriously  interfere  with  the  arrangement 
of  the  grounds. 

The  public  grounds  in  the  city  of  Washington  have  been  extensively 
improved  and  beautified ;  but,  still,  as  much  has  not  been  done  as  is 
required.  Within  a  few  years  past  Congress  has,  in  this  regard,  been 
more  than  usually  liberal,  but  far  from  lavish.  The  comfort,  health 
and  convenience  not  merely  of  the  citizens,  but  of  the  members  them- 
selves, and  all  the  functionaries  of  the  government,  and  every  visitor 
to  this  city,  demand  that  much  larger  expenditures  should  be  made. 
When  the  money  is  judiciously  expended,  no  one  can  object  to  its  ap- 
plication. The  whole  nation  is  interested  in  the  national  metropolis, 
and  the  people  will  sanction  anything,  relating  to  its  improvement, 
which  is  necessary  and  constitutional.  One  thing  is  certain,  these 
improvements  will,  eventually,  be  made  by  the  government,  and,  being 
merely  a  question  of  time,  an  overflowing  treasury  suggests  this  as 
the  proper  period. 

The  Indian  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  which,  by  treaty 
stipulations,  were  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  the  use  of 
the  Indians,  are  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  sale.  A  portion  of  the 
Delaware  lands  was,  pursuant  to  law,  advertised  to  be  sold  on  the 
lTth  instant.  Every  precaution  has  been  adopted  to  secure  fairness 
and  impartiality  in  the  sale.  It  was  entrusted,  according  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  law,  to  the  local  land  officers,  under  the  superin- 
tending control  of  a  commissioner  of  high  standing,  and  the  agent 
of  the  Delaware  Indians  was  directed  to  be  present,  in  order  to  ad- 
vise with  the  commissioner,  and  guard  and  protect  the  interests  of  the 
tribe.  If  the  instructions  given,  which  were  minute  and,  at  the 
same  time,  liberal,  have  been  strictly  adhered  to,  (of  which  we  enter- 
tain no  doubt,)  all  interested  will  be  protected  ;  but,  where  there  is  so 
much  diversity  of  feeling  and  interest,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  sat- 
isfy every  one. 

In  my  last  report,  I  stated  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the 
Indians  and  the  government  to  provide  for  an  officer,  to  be  attached 
to  the  bureau,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  visit  the  superintendents, 
agents  and  tribes,  examine  into  all  their  affairs,  and  make  such 
general  and  detailed  reports,  and  submit  such  suggestions,  as  would 
enable  the  Indian  office  to  adopt  measures,  which  might  correct  many 
of  the  abuses  that  prevail,  and  have  a  tendency  to  meliorate  the  con- 
dition of  the  Indians.     Further  reflection  has  strengthened  this  view. 
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When  it  is  considered  that  many  of  the  agents  are,  to  a  great  extent, 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  bureau,  and  that  it  is  often  impossible  to 
communicate  with,  or  receive  information  from,  them,  for  months ;  that 
they  are  frequently  so  situated  as  to  defy  investigation  and  to  fear  no 
exposure,  unless  by  the  adoption  of  some  such  measure  as  is  proposed, 
it  seems  to  me  that  its  policy  and  expediency  cannot  be  doubted. 

During  your  administration,  there  have  been  negotiated  fifty-two 
Indian  treaties  ;  of  these,  thirty-two  have  been  ratified  by  the  Senate, 
and  twenty  remain  yet  to  be  acted  on.  By  these  treaties  the  Indian 
title  has  been  extinguished  to,  and  reacquisitions  made  of,  lands 
amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  174,184,710  acres;  of  which,  about 
52,000,000  are  included  in  the  ratified  treaties,  and  about  122,000.000 
acres  are  secured  by  those  now  before  the  Senate,  besides  19,343,800 
acres,  which  have  been  reserved  for  Indian  purposes.  The  aggregate 
money  consideration  involved,  is  $11,184,203.80. 

These  treaties  are  of  three  classes :  of  peace  and  friendship  ;  of  ac- 
quisition, with  a  view  to  the  colonization  of  the  Indians  on  reserva- 
tions ;  for  providing  for  the  permanent  settlement  of  individual  In- 
dians upon  separate  tracts  of  land,  as  homesteads,  and  extinguishing 
at  once,  or  paving  the  way  to  the  final  abandonment  of,  the  tribal 
character. 

The  money  consideration  has  varied  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
title,  the  resources  and  value  of  the  country  obtained,  and  the  relin- 
quishment of  all  claims,  or  supposed  claims,  against  the  United 
States  ;  the  last  being  deemed  essential  to  the  quietude  of  the  Indians, 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  government,  and  promote  harmony  be- 
tween it  and  the  respective  tribes. 

Besides  the  actual  money  consideration,  other  important  benefits  are 
guaranteed  at  times,  and  in  the  manner  indicated  in  the  treaties, 
which  cannot  be  estimated,  accurately,  in  money. 

The  object,  throughout,  has  been  to  do  ample  justice  to  the  Indians, 
and  leave  no  room  for  the  complaint,  sometimes  heretofore  made,  that 
they  had  been  overreached  by  the  white  man.  Whether  such  com- 
plaint was  just  or  not,  there  is  no  doubt  the  Indians  believed,  or  were 
persuaded  by  others,  that  just  grounds  existed  for  its  indulgence.  It 
must  be  admitted,  that,  in  some  cases,  the  "talks"  with  the  Indians, 
upon  which  treaties  were  based  did  not  correspond  with  the  treaties 
themselves,  and  that  the  Indians  generally  relied  on  these  "talks," 
which  they  recollected  and  understood,  and  not  on  the  treaties,  as  re- 
duced to  writing,  which  they  seldom  correctly  comprehended. 

Great  difficulty  has  heretofore  existed,  and  still  exists,  in  making 
even  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  various  tribes 
of  Indians  within  our  borders ;  but,  from  the  most  reliable  informa- 
tion, they  are  now  supposed  to  number  some  300,000  souls.  As  we 
become  more  familiar  with  remote  tribes,  we  find  the  representations 
made,  as  to  their  numbers,  generally  exaggerated.  The  aggregate 
number,  however,  of  the  whole  is  very  large,  and  although  it  will  not 
probably  increase,  yet  it  shows  the  immense  responsibility  resting  upon 
this  government,  to  which  is  entrusted  their  welfare  and  happiness. 

•The  average  amount,  annually  expended  by  the  general  government, 
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for  the  past  six  years,  for  Indian  purposes,has  been  about  $2,625,932. 61 , 
and  the  aggregate  amount,  for  the  entire  period,  $15,755,593.87. 

A  new  policy  has  been  adopted  of  making  remittances  to  the  dis- 
bursing officers  of  this  bureau,  quarterly  and  semi-annually,  instead 
of  the  custom  of  drawing  the  entire  appropriations  from  the  treasury, 
and  placing  them  in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing  agents,  officers  and 
superintendents,  in  advance  of  a  necessity  for  the  money.  Officers  are 
now  required  to  transmit,  promptly  and  regularly,  a  correct  state- 
ment, verified  by  oath,  showing  the  amount  of  public  money  on  hand 
at  the  expiration  of  each  quarter,  the  object  to  which  it  is  applicable, 
where  kept  or  deposited,  and  the  description  of  funds.  This  serves  to 
prevent  difficulty,  and  to  secure  greater  care  and  watchfulness. 

The  amount  of  stocks  held,  by  this  department,  in  trust  for  the 
various  Indian  tribes,  is  $2,028,676.  Some  of  the  stocks  have  ma- 
tured and  been  redeemed,  and  a  reinvestment  cannot  be  .made,  be- 
cause the  law  confines  the  department  to  stocks  of  the  United  States, 
which  cannot  be  obtained  except  at  a  high  premium.  In  consequence 
of  this,  estimates  have  been  annually  made  for  appropriations  for  five 
per  centum  on  the  trust  funds,  held  by  and  never  drawn  from  the 
treasury,  to  which  Congress  has  responded  favorably  ;  and,  thereby,  a 
policy  has  been  initiated,  if  not  established,  which,  probably,  should 
not  be  disturbed. 

During  the  present  calendar  year,  there  will  have  been  expended, 
and  remitted,  for  payment  of  Indian  annuities,  the  sum  of  $907,902.65, 
in  money;  $190,892.83,  in  goods,  and  $30,166.67,  in  provisions. 
This  shows,  that,  notwithstanding  the  unremitting  endeavors  of  the 
department,  a  very  large  portion  of  the  payments  is  still  made  upon 
the  cash  system  ;  and  this,  to  a  certain  extent,  paralyzes  the  efforts 
made  for  the  permanent  improvement  of  the  tribes. 

The  act  of  1851  requires  that  all  negotiations  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
shall  be  conducted  by  regular  officers  of  the  Indian  bureau.  This 
has  largely  increased  its  burdens,  and  added  to  the  labors  of  its  offi- 
cers. These  have  been  greatly  augmented  by  the  extended  opera- 
tions in  the  Territories  of  Washington,  Oregon,  Utah,  New  Mexico, 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,  and  the  States  of  Texas  and  California ;  by 
attention  to  Indian  claims  for  bounty  lands  ;  enrolment  of  Choctaws 
in  Mississippi ;  sale  of  Creek  reserves  in  Alabama;  enrolment  of  Sioux 
half-breeds  on  the  Lake  Pepin  reservation ;  examination  of  the  claims 
of  traders  against  several  of  the  tribes  ;  setting  off  and  surveying 
various  Indian  reservations,  and  steps  preliminary  to  the  divisionand 
allotment  of  lands  in  severalty  to  Indians  ;  classifying  and  appraising 
Indian  trust  lands  in  Kansas,  and  other  duties  devolved  on  the  bu- 
reau. The  actual  labor  has  been  doubled,  within  the  last  four  years, 
as  is  exhibited  by  the  leading,  and  the  most  accurate,  data,  of  the  office 
transactions,  and  yet  the  number  of  permanent  clerks  is  the  same. 

Since  I  entered  .upon  my  duties  in  this  department,  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Indian  bureau,  and  the  operation  of  its  agents,  have  been  ex- 
tended over  an  additional  area  of  from  400,000  to  600,000  square 
miles,  and  thirteen  new  agencies,  and  nine  sub-agencies,  have  been 
established  by  law. 

The  policy  of  the  colonization  of  the  Indians,  has  already  been  at- 
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tended  with  the  happiest  results,  and  gives  promise  of  a  steady  pro- 
gress in  the  amelioration  of  their  physical  and  moral  condition. 

It  is  the  universal  testimony  of  those  who,  from  long  intercourse 
with  them,  are  the  most  competent  to  form  an  accurate  judgment  of 
their  characteristics,  that,  as  a  race,  in  mental  and  moral  capacity, 
they  are  inferior  to  no  other,  destitute,  as  they  are,  of  the  means  and 
opportunities  of  higher  culture.  Their  passions,  unsubdued  by  the 
mild  influences  of  Christianity,  frequently  hurry  them  into  the  wildest 
excesses,  sometimes  accompanied  with  acts  of  frightful  cruelty.  Ac- 
counts of  these,  alone,  meet  the  general  eye,  and  excite  in  the  public 
mind  sentiments  of  loathing  and  horror.  But  of  the  strength  of  their 
domestic  and  social  affections,  the  depth  of  their  gratitude  and  attach- 
ment to  those,  from  whom  they  have  received  benefits,  and  by  whom 
they  have  been  treated  with  kindness  and  humanity,  the  public  hear 
little  or  nothing. 

Hence  it  is  that  they  have  been  heretofore,  left  comparatively  un- 
protected from  violence  and  wrong,  inflicted  by  unprincipled  white 
men,  under  the  influence  of  unbridled  passion,  or  in  the  pursuit 
of  their  own  venal  ends.  By  such  men,  unworthy  of  the  name, 
they  are  often  cruelly  beaten  when  unprotected,  and  not  unfrequently 
shot  down,  when  defenceless,  in  mere  wantonness.  The  bloody  re- 
venue, which  sometimes  follows,  becomes  the  general  theme,  unaccom- 
panied with  the  circumstances  of  cruel  provocation  which  gave  it 
birth.  A  border  warfare  springs  up  between  the  pioneer  settlers 
(who  are  really  trespassers  on  their  lands)  and  the  tribe,  and  the  strong 
arm  of  the  government  being  invoked  for  their  protection,  wars  take 
place,  which  are  carried  on  at  much  expense,  and  at  the  cost  of  many 
valuable  lives,  retarding  the  progress  of  our  people,  by  rendering  the 
condition  of  the  settler  insecure,  and  closing,  perhaps,  with  the 
annihilation  of  almost  entire  tribes. 

This  process  of  the  destruction  of  a  people,  of  whom  Providence 
has  given  us  the  guardianship,  originating  in  such  causes,  is  un- 
worthy of  the  civilization  of  the  age  in  which  we  live,  and  revolting 
to  every  sentiment  of  humanity. 

Considerations  like  these,  based  upon  extensive  observation  and 
long  experience,  cannot  fail  to  impress  the  absolute  necessity  of  a 
perseverance  in  the  system  of  colonization,  which,  by  isolating  the 
respective  tribes,  within  limits,  suitable  to  their  numbers  and  their 
wants,  under  the  care  of  agents,  and  the  immediate  protection  of  the 
government,  will  alike  prevent  them  from  committing  and  suffering 
wrong.  So  situated,  it  is  already  shown  that  the  arts  of  civilization 
may  be  acceptably  introduced  amongst  them,  and  the  enlightening 
and  elevating  precepts  of  Christianity,  by  their  influence  upon  their 
character  and  habits,  transform  the  savage  into  the  industrious  and 
useful  citizen,  and  ever  commend  us,  as  a  nation,  to  the  approbation 
of  the  just  and  humane. 

To  effect  so  desirable  an  end,  the  faith  of  the  nation,  for  the  integ- 
rity of  these  colonial  reservations,  should  be  maintained  inviolate  ; 
manual  labor  schools  should  be  introduced,  in  which  the  mechanic 
arts  may  be  taught,  and  agricultural  science,  with  its  practical  appli- 
cation, perseveringly  inculcated,  by  precept  and  example. 
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The  Indian  regards  the  white  man  as  his  superior,  and  the  idea  of 
the  derogatory  character  of  manual  labor,  which  he  entertains,  will 
readily  give  way  to  the  influenoe  of  his  example,  and  a  realization  of 
the  benefit  derived  therefrom. 

But  above  all  should  christian  instruction  be  introduced  and 
sedulously  prosecuted,  by  teaohers  devoted  to  the  cause  in  the  true 
spirit  of  their  divine  mission.  Without  this,  all  subordinate  means 
will  be  in  vain,  and  the  great  duty,  which  humanity  imposes  upon  us, 
to  rescue  this  unhappy  race  from  entire  degeneration  and  speedy  de- 
struction, will  be  but  a  delusive  dream  of  impracticable  philanthropy. 

There  are  many  recommendations  and  suggestions,  contained  in  my 
former  reports,  which,  although  uot  specifically  repeated,  are  again 
renewed.  They  relate  to  matters  of  much  publio  interest,  and,  as 
iraoh,  commend  themselves  to  your  favorable  consideration. 

I  cannot  permit  this  occasion  to  pass,  without  bearing  testimony  to 
the  able  manner  in  which  the  ohiefs  of  bureaus,  and  the  employes  of 
the  department,  have  discharged  their  official  duties.  They  have 
afforded  me  effloient  aid,  and  have  done  everything  in  their  power  to 
subserve  and  advance  the  publio  interests. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

a.  McClelland, 

Secretary. 
To  the  President  09  thk  United  States, 
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REPORT  OF*  TIB  COMMISSIONER  OF  TIB  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 


General  Land  Oificb,  November  29,  1856. 

Sir  :  The  following  report  exhibits  the  operations  of  this  branch  of 
the  public  service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1856,  and  also 
for  the  quarter  ending  30th  September,  1856 : 

During  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1856,  the  new  lands  sur- 
veyed for  market,  exclusive  of  school  sections,  and  the  approved  plats 
of  which  have  been  returned  to  this  office,  embrace  an  area  of 
16,873,699  acres.  The  portion  of  this  surveyed  surface  which  lies  on 
the  Pacific,  covers  9,991,884  acres;  adding  the  area  first  above  men- 
tioned to  the  quantity  of  surveyed  new  lands  in  the  year  1855,  we 
have  the  quantity  of  41,118,443  acres,  of  which  17,573,654  acres  are* 
situated  in  the  State  of  California,  and  in  the  Territories  of  Oregon, 
Washington,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  and  Utah. 

The  particulars  are  presented  in  the  following  tabular  exhibit : 

Exhibit  of  the  quantities  of  public  land,  exclusive  of  the  sixteenth  or  school 
sections,  advertised  for  sale  in  the  year  1856,  the  quantities  prepared 
for  market  and  not  yet  advertised,  and  the  probable  quantities  which 
will  be  prepared  in  1857. 


States  and  Territories 


Ohio 

Indiana 

Michigan 

Illinois 

Wisconsin 

Iowa 

Minnesota  Territory 
Missouri 


•si 

IS 
1* 


Quantities,  the  plate  of 
survey  of  which  have 
been  returned  to  the 
General  Land  Office. 


!t! 

ft 


It 

& 
.28 

;7  9 


Lis 
'if 

.s  s  s 

x     - 


"Si 


2-3 


Asm, 


i* 

fly 


uMFff. 


609,701 


608,701 


Arkansas 


Louisiana  . 
Mississippi. 
Alabama . . 
Florida... 


Total. 


Railroad 
lands. 

Railroad 
lands. 


1,270,760 

3, 157, 139 

6,132,819 

408, 051 

733, 278 

2,348,116 


1,609,519 
1,937,015 
2,711,650 


207,017 


90, 630 
2,912,581 


41-  ,614 


2,880,279       668,166 

6,094,154   1,149,000 

7,844,469       577,600 

408,061 


733, 278 
2, 665, 132 


90,630 

3,329,195    1,889,240 


16,662,974 


6, 881, 816  23, 644, 789   4, 284, 006 
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EXHIBIT— Continued. 


States  and  Territories. 


California 

Oregon  Territory 

Washington  Territory. 

Kansas  Territory 

Nebraska  Territory  -  . . 

Utah  Territory 

New  Mexico  Territory. 


Total. 
Aggregate... 


w 

U 

li 

•■5  "** 

•*»  00 


Acrm. 


Quantities,  the  plats  of 
surrey  of  which  have 
been  returned  to  the 
General  Land  Office. 


aa 


6,880,731 

1,332,214 

368, 825 


7,581,770 


24, 244, 744 


c  q 
oq  w 


Acre*. 

6,513,006 
836, 036 
234, 348 

1,864,141 
336, 304 
208, 049 


9,991,884 


16,873,699 


•*»    o 

2  * 

H  53  i-« 

III 

o>  o  H 

cS  SB 


I 


3  AS 
£2.9 

a  ••a 

>  u  P 

■§8*8 

2   op  •** 
.5  «►-   * 


8 

►* 


12,393,737 

2,168,250 

603, 173 

1,864,141 

336,304 

208,049 


Acna. 
3,570,000 
2,160,000 
1,152,000 
2,860,000 
2,211,840 
1,621,600 
1,230,800 


17,573,65414,806,240 


41,118,44319,090,246 


It  will  be  seen  by  this  statement,  that  the  quantity  of  new  lands, 
now  liable  to  be  disposed  of,  is  greater  than  at  any  previous  period  in 
the  history  of  the  land  system.  In  regard  to  the  new  lands  in  and 
near  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  the  progress  of  actual  settlement 
has  been  so  rapid  under  the  pre-emption  system,  and  the  propriety  of 
dealing  with  this  class  of  our  citizens  in  the  most  liberal  spirit  so  ob- 
vious, that  it  has  not  been  deemed  advisable  to  precipitate  public  sale 
of  these  lands  ;  and  this  fact  accounts  for  the  present  great  accumula- 
tion over  former  years,  and  for  the  small  quantity  introduced  into 
market  by  public  sale  during  the  year  1856.  Except  so  far  as  Congress 
may  make  grants  to  the  land  States  and  Territories  in  aid  of  educa- 
tional and  internal  improvement  purposes,  it  is  believed  to  be  the  true 
policy  of  the  government  to  secure  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers 
thereon,  and  withhold  them,  as  far  as  practicable,  from  speculators. 
This  may  be  accomplished  under  the  present  system,  by  a  slight  modi- 
fication of  the  pre-emption  laws.  In  the  case  of  lands  not  subject  to 
private  entry,  not  having  been  offered  at  public  sale,  the  existing  laws 
prescribe  no  limited  period  within  which  the  pre-emptor  shall  com- 

Elete  his  entry  by  the  requisite  proof  and  payment,  except  that  it  shall 
e  done  before  the  time  fixed  for  the  public  sale  of  the  land. 
To  compel  a  consummation  of  the  entry,  it  is  necessary  to  proclaim 
the  land  for  public  sale.  Were  a  time  fixed  by  law,  within  which  the 
proof  of  settlement  and  improvement  should  be  presented  and  payment 
made,  it  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  public  sales,  and  leave  the  en- 
tire public  domain  to  the  settlers  under  the  pre-emption  laws.  An 
amendment  of  the  act  of  1841  with  this  view  is  recommended. 
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Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1856, 
there  were  sold  for  cash 9,227,878.98  acres. 

Located  by  warrants,  under  military  bounty- 
land  laws,  mainly  under  the  act  of  3d  March, 
1855 8,382,480.00     " 

Making  a  total  of. 17,610,358.98     " 

In  addition,  there  have  been  reported  under 
swamp  grants . 6,036,874.39     " 

Estimated  quantity  covered  by  railroad  grants, 
by  acts  of  May,  June,  and  August,  1856,  and 
ascertained  quantity  of  other  internal  im- 
provements      15,680,875.00     " 

Making  an  aggregate  of. 39,328,108.37     " 

For   the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1856, 

there  were  sold  for  cash,  part  estimated 834,228.21     " 

Located  with  military  bounty-land  warrants....  954,060.00     " 


Being  for  said  quarter 1,788,288.21 


ct 


Making  a  grand  aggregate  for  the  five  quarters 
ending  30th  September,  1856,  of. 41,116,396.58     " 


By  comparing  the  foregoing  with  the  last  annual  report,  it  will  be 
found  that,  whilst  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  present  year  in 
the  cash  sales,  when  compared  with  the  previous  one,  there  has  been 
a  compensating  increase  in  the  quantity  disposed  of  by  bounty-land 
warrants  in  satisfaction  of  military  services. 

In  the  aggregate  disposal  of  the  public  domain,  it  will  appear  that 
there  has  been  a  large  increase  of  millions  of  acres  over  the  quantity 
of  the  five  quarters  ending  with  the  3d  calendar  quarter  of  1855, 
caused  by  the  recent  extensive  railroad  grants.  The  diminution  in 
the  sales  and  locations  for  the  quarter  ending  30th  September,  1856, 
is  attributable  to  the  withdrawal  of  large  bodies  of  public  lands  along 
the  lines  of  the  roads  in  the  seven  land  States  to  which  the  grants 
were  made  by  the  acts  of  Congress  above  mentioned. 
For  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1856,  the  re- 
ceipts from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  amount  to  $8,821,414  53 
The  receipts  for  the  quarter  ending  30th  September, 

part  estimated,  are 726,639  64 

Making  a  total  of. 9,548,054  17 


The  diminution  in  the  cash  receipts  is  caused  also  by  the  sale  of 
large  quantities  of  lands  at  the  reduced  prices  fixed  by  the  graduation 
act  of  4th  August,  1854,  varying  from  12£  cents  per  acre  to  the  regu- 
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lar  minimum  of  $1  25,  and  the  fact  that  new  lands  to  no  considerable 
extent  have  been  exposed  to  public  sale  during  this  period. 

The  following  table  exhibits  at  one  view  the  quantity  of  public  land 
sold  at  the  regular  and  graduated  prices,  located  for  military  bounties, 
and  selected  under  swamp  grants,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June, 
1866,  and  for  the  quarter  ending  30th  September,  1856. 
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2  he  following  table  exhibits  the  condition  of  the  bounty-land  business 
under  the  ads  of  1847,  1850,  1852,  1855,  on  September  30,  1856. 


ACT  OF  1847. 


Grade 
of  warrant. 

Number 
issued. 

Acres 

embraced 

thereby. 

Number 
located. 

Acres 
embraced 
thereby. 

Number 
outetand'g. 

Acres 

embraced 

thereby. 

160-acre  .  . 
40-acre  -  - 

79, 972 
7,603 

12, 796, 620 
300, 120 

73,621 
6,943 

11,763,360 
237,720 

6,461 
1,660 

1,032,160 
62,400 

Total .  . 

87, 476 

13, 096, 640 

79,464 

12,001,080 

8,011 

1,094,660 

ACT  OF  1860. 


160-acre  -  . 
80-acre  .  . 
40-acre  .  - 

27,363 

67,640 

103, 862  , 

4, 378, 080 
4,611,920 
4, 164, 080 

26, 643 
49,909 
86, 622 

4,086,880 
8, 992, 720 
3, 460, 880 

1,820 

7,740 

17,330 

291,200 
619,200 
693,200 

Total .  . 

188, 864 

13, 144, 080 

161,974 

11,640,480 

26,890 

1,603,600 

ACT  OF  1852. 


160-acre  .  . 
80-acre  .  - 
40-acre  .  - 

1,220 
1,696 
9,062 

196, 200 
136,  600 
362, 480 

897 
1,321 
7,272 

143, 620 
106, 680 
290, 880 

323 

374 

1,790 

61,680 
29,920 
71,600 

Total.. 

11,977 

693, 280 

9,490 

640, 080 

2,487 

163,200 

ACT  OF  1866. 


IGO-acre  .  . 

43,764 

7,002,240 

15,083 

2,413,280 

27,681 

4,688,960 

120-acre  .  . 

86,146 

10,337,400 

40,161 

4,819,320 

45,984 

6,618,080 

80-acre  .  . 

42,312 

3,384,960 

18,091 

1,447,280 

24,221 

1,937,680 

60-acre  .  - 

317 

19,020 

98 

6,880 

219 

13,140 

40-acre  .  . 

366 

14,640 

129 

6,160 

237 

9,480 

10 -acre  .  . 

6 

60 

2 

20 

3 

30 

Total.. 

172,909 

20,758,310 

73,564 

8,690,940 

99,346 

12,067,370 

SUMMARY. 


Act  of  1847 

-  1850 

-  1852 
"     1865 

87,475 
188,864 

11,977 
172,909 

13,095,640 

13,144,080 

693,280 

20,758,310 

79,464 

161,974 

9,490 

73,564 

12,001,080 

11,5*0,480 

640,080 

8,690,940 

8,011 
26,890 

2,487 
99,346 

1,094,560 

1,603,600 

153,200 

12,067,370 

Total... 

461,225 

47,691,310 

324,492 

32,772,580 

136,733 

14,918,730 
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The  views  of  this  office  relative  to  the  power  of  revision  executed 
by  the  department  in  the  examination  of  V  irginia  military  warrants 
filed  for  scrip  pursuant  to  the  "act  of  August  31, 1852/'  are  presented 
in  the  last  annual  report. 

During  the  year  ending  October  18,  1856,  warrants  have  been  filed 
under  this  act  amounting  to  90,484  acres,  of  which  amount  56,291 
acres  have  been  satisfied  by  the  issue  of  scrip  under  act  of  1852, 
leaving  suspended  or  rejected  23,094  acres. 

The  state  of  this  business  is  such  that  all  claims  can  promptly  be 
satisfied  upon  presentation. 

There  are  also  now  filed  in  this  office,  in  addition  to  the  quantity 
mentioned  as  suspended  and  rejected,  claims  amounting  in  the  aggre- 
gate to  120,000  acres,  which  are  not  in  a  condition  to  be  finally  dis- 
posed of,  owing  to  the  want  of  material  evidence  to  perfect  them — such 
as  proofs  relating  to  heirship,  evidence  of  service,  and  minor  points. 
Besides  this,  many  claims  are  still  outstanding,  including  those  war- 
rants located  in  the  military  districts  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  and 
which  have  been  lost  by  interference  with  previous  valid  locations, 
amounting  probably  in  the  aggregate  to  100,000  acres. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  attention  is  again  invited  to  the 
vacant  land  lying  in  the  Virginia  military  district,  Ohio,  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  December  9,  1852,  pursuant 
to  the  "act  of  August  31, 1852,"  and  the  recommendation  is  repeated, 
that  it  be  donated  to  the  State  of  Ohio  for  school  purposes,  with 
the  restrictions  of  the  right  of  purchase  of  those  having  surveys  adja- 
cent to  such  vacant  lands.  It  is  also  suggested,  that  the  act  of  March 
3,  1855,  entitled  "an  act  allowing  the  further  term  of  two  years  to 
those  holding  lands  by  entries  in  the  Virginia  military  district  in 
Ohio,  which  were  made  prior  to  1st  January,  1852,  to  have  the  same 
surveyed  and  patented,"  may  be  so  extended  for  a  period  of  five  years  or 
without  restriction  as  to  time,  as  to  enable  parties  in  whose  name 
such  entries  stand  to  perfect  them  by  survey  and  obtain  a  legal  title. 
Many  of  these  entries  stand  in  the  name  of  non-residents,  viz :  the 
officers  or  soldiers  in  whose  names  the  warrants,  issued  or  their  heirs- 
at-law  ;  and  who,  if  barred  from  perfecting  their  claims,  have  no  other 
recourse  than  to  receive  land  scrip  in  lieu  thereof,  pursuant  to  the  act 
of  1852. 

There  have  been  issued  38  patents  for  land  in  this  district,  from  the 
1st  July,  1855,  to  October  18,  1856,  amounting  to  3,411  acres. 

Authority  from  Congress  is  desired  to  perfect  a  number  of  the  Vir- 
ginia military  records  filed  in  this  office,  in  which  the  surveys  of  the 
land  patented  are  merely  posted  in  the  records,  and  in  some  instances 
not  inserted  at  all,  consequently  showing  an  imperfect  recital  of 
title.  As  the  lands  so  granted  are  valuable,  and  this  office  is  the 
source  from  which  parties  interested  can  alone  obtain  official  evidence 
of  their  title,  it  is  important  the  records  should  be  perfected. 

There  have  been  granted  196  patents  founded  on  warrants  issued 
for  the  services  of  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812,  pursuant  to  the  "act  of 
May  6,  1812,"  revived  and  extended  by  the  acts  of  July  27,  1842, 
and  February  8, 1854,  amounting  to  32,045  acres. 

As  a  measure  of  justice  to  the  claimants  under  this  act,  it  is  recom- 
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mended  that  a  law  be  passed  without  restriction  as  to  time,  either  in 
location  or  issue  of  warrant  for  service. 

As  the  law  now  stands,  if  a  warrant  should  be  located  after  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  February  8,  1854,  had  expired,  there  is  no  au- 
thority to  perfect  the  same  by  the  issue  of  a  patent ;  and  if  a  warrant 
for  this  class  of  service  should  not  be  issued  before  the  26th  June, 
1859,  under  the  act  of  February  8,  1854,  the  claimants  would  be  de- 
prived of  all  claim,  although  the  service  is  equally  meritorious  as 
those  for  whose  benefit  subsequent  bounty  land  laws  have  been  passed. 

The  same  remarks  are  applicable  to  the  restriction  as  to  time,  in 
the  act  of  January  27,  1853,  entitled  "an  act  authorizing  certain  sol- 
diers of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  to  surrender  the  bounty  lands 
drawn  by  them  and  to  locate  others  in  lieu  thereof." 

It  is  also  recommended,  that  the  right  to  make  such  exchanges, 
where  lands  are  unfit  for  cultivation,  be  extended  to  the  heirs-at-law 
of  the  soldier,  as  in  a  majority  of  cases  the  patentees  are  deceased. 

The  right  to  the  warrants  pursuant  to  the  above  mentioned  act  ex* 
tends  to  the  heir-at-law  of  the  soldier.  If  in  the  event  of  his  death 
and  after  land  has  been  duly  patented  to  him  it  is  found  worthless, 
his  heirs  should  be  entitled  to  good  land  in  accordance  with  the  in- 
tention of  Congress  in  conferring  upon  his  ancestor  the  right  to  the 
warrant. 

Scrip  to  the  amount  of  2,000  acres,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  May  30, 
1830,  nas  been  granted  to  officers  and  soldiers,  in  satisfaction  of 
United  States  military  warrants  issued  under  act  of  September  16, 
1776. 

The  three  following  tables  exhibit  the  progress  in  the  adjustment  of 
the  swamp  grants  under  the  act  of  1849,  which  is  limited  to  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  and  the  general  grant  of  1850: 
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In  the  proceedings  had  under  the  act  of  1850,  the  act  of  1849  was 
treated  as  merged  in  the  former,  until  January,  1856,  when,  by  a  de- 
cision of  the  4th  of  that  month,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  held  the 
reverse  of  this,  and  that  the  act  of  1850,  was  merely  cumulative  so 
far  as  it  related  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  embracing  certain  lands 
specially  excepted  from  the  prior  law.  Governed  by  this  decision  of 
the  supervisory  power,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 
sections,  and  approvals  which  had  been  made  under  the  act  of  1850, 
should  be  transferred  to  the  law  of  1849,  and  this  was  effected  by  de- 
partmental corrective  certificates. 

The  annexed  exhibit  C  is  a  summary  of  the  quantity  of  lands 
selected  under  both  laws  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  the  quantity  here- 
tofore approved,  that  selected,  and  in  conflict  with  sales,  locations, 
reservations,  prior  grants  and  private  claims,  and  the  quantity  sus- 
pended and  remaining  to  be  acted  upon.  The  bulk  of  the  latter  is  in 
the  New  Orleans  district,  the  greater  part  within  the  limits  of  the 
rejected  Dauterive  claim,  and  will  as  speedily  as  practicable  be  certified 
to  the  State. 

In  order  to  bring  to  a  close  the  business  of  individual  contests  of 
the  claims  of  the  States,  under  the  swamp  grants,  a  notice  bearing  date 
December  28,  1855,  was  promulged,  and  has  been  extensively  circu- 
lated. That  notice  calls  upon  all  parties  objecting  to  the  approval  of 
swamp  selections  to  file  their  affidavits  in  support  of  the  objections 
within  six  months  with  the  proper  local  officers. 

Under  this  notice,  a  large  number  of  affidavits  have  been  received 
from  the  States  of  Illinois,  Missouri,  Iowa,  Mississipi,  and  Arkansas, 
and  a  few  from  Indiana,  Louisiana,  and  Florida.  The  labor  in  this 
office  incident  to  the  classification  of  these,  and  the  preparation  of  the 
necessary  list  for  the  land  officers,  has  been  very  great,  and  is  finished, 
so  far  as  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Iowa  are  concerned. 

The  reference  to  the  local  offices  is  deferred  because  many  of  the 
affidavits  are  not  in  due  form,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  return  the 
original ;  should  there  be  any  undue  delay  in  the  appearance  of  con- 
testants, it  will  be  treated  as  an  abandonment  of  the  contest. 

The  following  is  a  conjectural  statement  of  the  quantity  of  land  ap- 
plied for  by  contestants  in  contrast  with  that  reported  as  selected. 


States. 


Indiana 

Illinois 

Missouri . ... 
Mississippi.., 

Iowa 

Louisiana.  •  • 
Arkansas,  •  • . 
Florida 

Total 


Total  selections  report- 
ed under  the  grant. 


Quantity  applied  for  by 
contestants. 


1,329, 
3,235, 
3,374, 
2,753, 
1,097, 

10,686, 
8,520, 

11,630, 


835.83 
233.48 
205.13 
873.69 
715.80 
231.00 
792.50 
271.51 


42,628,158.94 


5,038.08 

672,560.00 

102,113.43 

90,160.00 

150.320.00 

2,240.00 
142,840.00 

3,180.00 


1,168,451.51 


The  contested  quantity  in  Arkansas  may  exceed  that  in  the  foregoing 
estimate  by  reason  of  a  contest  on  the  part  of  the  railroad,  under  the 


SECRETARY   OF   THE    INTERIOR.  201 

law  making  a  grant  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Cairo 
to  Fulton,  with  branches  to  the  Mississippi  and  Fort  Smith.  The 
period  allowed  the  contestants  to  present  proof  was  extended  upon 
the  application  of  the  governor  of  and  the  senators  from  the  State,  to 
October  20,  1856,  and  affidavits  embracing  116,000  acres  of  the  quan- 
tity in  the  aforesaid  estimate  have  been  received  in  behalf  of  the  rail- 
road claimants,  and  others  are  expected.  By  a  resolution  of  the  7th  May 
last,  the  Senate  called  upon  the  department  to  report  what  legislation 
is  necessary  to  give  full  effect  to  the  swamp  grant  and  quiet  conflicts. 

A  report  was  made  and  certain  legislation  recommended.  The 
subject  is  now  adverted  to  with  the  suggestion  that  the  legislation 
most  requisite  is  first  to  fix  a  limit  to  the  time  within  which  selections 
must  be  made,  and  next  to  secure  bona  fide  settlers  who  have  gone 
upon  the  land,  relying  on  the  State  title,  in  case  of  the  rejection  of  the 
State's  claim. 

The  swamp  land  business  in  the  state  of  California  is  yet  entirely  un- 
settled, although  important  correspondence  has  taken  place  on  the 
subject  between  this  office  and  the  authorities  of  the  State.  In  May 
last  the  register  at  Marysville  reported  that  many  county  surveyors  in 
the  State  had  been  returning  to  the  authorities  as  swamp  tracts  of 
land  not  shown  by  the  plats  to  be  of  that  character ;  that  by  an  act 
of  the  legislature  parties  were  allowed  to  take  up  claims  of  320 
acres  of "swamp  and  overflowed  lands,"  and  those  surveyors  were  em- 
ployed in  locating  the  same ;  that  in  many  cases,  within  his  own 
knowledge,  settlers  in  good  faith,  who  had  complied  with  the  United 
States  pre-emption  laws,  found  their  "lands,  improvements  and  dwell- 
ing houses  covered  up  by  these  swamp  and  overflowed  land  claims,  taken 
up  on  speculation,"  and  that  in  some  instances  the  lands  thus  claimed 
were  valued  at  $50  per  acre.  A  copy  of  the  communication  to  this 
effect  was  transmitted  to  the  governor  of  California,  and  concert  of 
action  suggested  between  the  authorities  of  the  State  and  general  gov- 
ernment ;  and  thatbefore  any  sales  in  that  part  of  the  State,  conference 
should  be  had  with  the  authorities  of  the  general  government,  so  as  to 
save  innocent  parties  from  conflict  and  loss  of  title  ;  at  the  same  time 
the  views  of  this  office  were  presented  touching  the  character  of  the  lands 
which  properly  fall  within  the  purview  of  the  grant.  It  is  also  pro- 
posed as  speedily  as  possible  to  relieve  this  business  in  California  from 
embarrassment,  and  to  use  proper  efforts  to  place  the  same  upon  a 
legal  basis. 

7 1  patents  for  swamp  selections  have  been  issued,  covering  765  pages, 
9  lists  covering  652  pages  have  been  approved,  and  transcripts  for- 
warded to  the  governor ;  besides  which,  the  business  has  given  rise  to 
a  very  heavy  correspondence. 

Under  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  making  liberal  grants 
of  land  to  several  States,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  between  thirty 
and  forty  railroads  therein  named  within  their  respective  limits,  the 
necessary  preliminary  steps  have  been  taken  by  this  office  for  carry- 
ing them  into  effect.  As  usual,  under  similar  laws,  the  lands  falling 
within  the  probable  limits  of  the  grants  were  promptly  withdrawn 
from  sale  and  location,  so  as  to  fulfil  the  intention  of  Congress,  which 
otherwise  might  have  been  frustrated  on  account  of  the  increased  de- 
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mand  which  it  was  reasonable  to  presume  would  arise  for  lands  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  roads,  stimulated  by  the  prospect  of  large  gains  inci- 
dent to  these  improvements.  The  sudden  withdrawal  from  market  of 
such  important  bodies  of  land  almost  simultaneously  in  seven  different 
States,  had  a  tendency  to  produce  great  public  and  private  incon- 
venience. All  the  means,  however,  in  the  power  of  this  office  have  been 
employed  in  its  correspondence  with  the  executive  officers  of  the  States 
interested  to  secure  the  speedy  transmission  of  the  maps  of  survey  of 
the  roads,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  restore  to  market,  as  early  as  pos- 
sible, all  lands  withdrawn,  which,  on  the  receipt  of  such  maps,  should 
be  found  not  actually  needed  to  satisfy  the  several  grants. 

The  State  of  Iowa  was  the  first  to  accept,  as  she  did,  by  an  act  of 
her  legislature,  which  had  been  specially  convened  for  the  purpose. 
The  State  act  was  passed  on  the  14th  July  last,  and  disposes  ot  the 
grant,  for  each  road,  to  regularly  incorporated  companies. 

The  maps  of  two  of  the  roads,  the  "  Mississippi  and  Missouri  river," 
and  the  "Dubuque  and  Pacific,"  as  "  definitely  fixed,"  were  the  first 
received,  and  maps  of  the  others  have  since  come  to  hand.  The  adjust- 
ment of  the  grant  now  in  progress,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  regu- 
larly authorized  agents  of  the  State,  will  be  completed  as  rapidly  as 
possible. 

The  maps  of  final  location  of  the  "  Alabama  and  Florida,"  being 
the  road  from  Montgomery,  in  the  direction  of  Pensacola,  and  of  its 
continuation  to  the  last  mentioned  point,  together  with  informal  maps 
of  the  "  Girard  and  Mobile  "  road  in  Alabama,  and  of  the  Louisiana 
portion  of  the  New  Orleans  and  Jackson  road,  have  been  received,  on 
all  of  which  such  official  action  will  be  had  as  may  be  admissible  pre- 
liminary to  the  legislation  of  those  States  for  acceptingthe  grants. 

It  is  understood  that  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  have 
just  accepted  the  grant  for  her  roads,  by  the  passage  of  an  act  author- 
izing certain  companies  to  receive  the  grant  of  lands  to  that  State. 

The  following  is  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  lands 
which  will  probably  inure  to  each  State,  under  those  new  grants,  after 
deducting  estimated  sales  and  other  disposals  of  lands  within  the  pre- 
scribed limits,  viz : 


State. 


Iowa 

Florida  . 
Alabama, 


Louisiana 


Minitmppi 
Wiaconen.. 
Michigain  , 


Date  of  act. 


Total 


May  15, 1856 
May  17, 1856 
May  17, 1856 
June  3,1856 
Aug.  11, 1856 
Jane  3,1856 
Aug.  11, 1856 
Aug.  11, 1856 
June  3,1856 
June  3,1856 


Miles  of  road. 


1,124 
630 

1,964 


626 

330 

560 

1,075 


Area  of  grant. 


5,610 


JsCTtS, 

4,320,000 
9,419,200 

4,853,760 

2,403,840 

1,267,200 
9,150,400 
4,128,000 


Net,  which  will 
inure. 


21,512,400 


•Acre*. 
3,456,000 
1,614,400 

1,213,390 

1,602,560 

950,406 
1,622,800 
3,096,000 


13,755,550 


Since  the  last  annual  report,  the  grant  to  Arkansas  and  Missouri, 
for  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  railroad  and  branches,  under  the  act  of 
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February  9,  1853,  has  been  nearly  closed,  and  the  lands  remaining  to 
the  general  government  have  been  restored,  by  a  public  proclamation, 
by  sale  and  entry. 

The  quantity  of  land  inuring  to  the  States  named  in  virtue  of  this 
grant  is  as  follows,  viz  : 


Miaoari,  for  her  part  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton. 
Arkansas,  for  her  part  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton 

Arkann*,  Memphis  branch • 

Arkansas,  Fort  smith  branch 

Total ........ 


Area  of  grant. 


2,337,901 


Net  selections. 


•Acres. 

J&crts. 

219,262 

54,066 

1,160,067 

764,772 

397,347 

150,000 

550,525 

550,525 

1,519,363 


From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  in  consequence  of  previous  sales, 
swamp  selections,  and  other  disposals,  the  quantity  inuring  to  the 
States  falls  short  of  the  area  of  the  grant,  as  follows : 


Acres. 

Acres. 

165,196 

395,395 
247,347 

642,642 

Making  a  total  of  acres  less  than  the  quantity  within  the 

807,836 

In  reference  to  the  adjustment  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  river 
grant  in  Wisconsin,  under  the  act  of  August  8,  1854,  and  the  several 
supplementary  acts,  it  appears  from  the  returns  to  this  office,  that 
there  only  remain  9,171  acres  yet  to  be  selected,  under  our  special 
official  certificate  of  April  26,  1855,  referred  to  and  explained  in  last 
annual  report.  This  residuum,  it  is  expected,  will  be  selected  before 
the  close  of  the  approaching  winter,  and  in  that  event  the  selections 
will  be  complete.  As  regards  the  60,832  acres  of  old  selections,  on 
account  of  this  grant,  awaiting  the  confirmation  of  Congress,  they 
are  still  withheld  from  sale  at  the  written  request  of  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, to  await  the  legislation  which  had  been  expected  on  the 
matter. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  this  grant  as  it  now  stands,  viz : 

Quantity  granted  under  the  several  acts . 684,269  acres. 

Quantity  selected  and  regularly  approved 208, 303 

Quantity  selected  under  the  special  certificate,  not  approved..     405, 963 
Quantity,  old  selections,  awaiting  confirmation  by  Congress...      60, 832 

675,098     " 

Leaves 9,071  acres. 

to  he  selected,  should  Congress  confirm  by  law  the  old  selection  of 
60,832  acres,  which  is  of  lands  not  offered.     Otherwise,  that  amount 
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must  be  added  to  the  last  mentioned  quantity  to  be  selected  under  ex- 
isting laws  from  any  vacant  lands  in  the  State  subject  to  private  entry. 
The  surveys  in  the  State  of  Iowa  have  now  progressed  sufficiently 
for  closing  the  adjustment,  within  the  limits  of  that  State,  of  the  Des 
Moines  river  grant,  under  the  act  of  August  8,  1846,  but  no  further 
action  can  be  taken  until  the  compromise  proposition  for  the  final  set- 
tlement of  the  grant,  recently  proposed  in  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General  and  adopted  by  the  department,  shall  be  either  accepted  or 
rejected  by  the  proper  authorities.   In  the  mean  time  the  lands  in  dis- 

Jute,  above  the  Raccoon  Fork,  appear  to  be  intersected  by  three  of  the 
owa  railroad  grants,  made  by  the  act  of  15th  May  last,  thus  creating 
a  third  party  to  the  already  complicated  condition  of  this  business. 

The  following  will  show  the  amount  selected  and  approved  of  lands 
situated  in  the  State  of  Iowa  for  this  grant  up  to  date : 

Situated  below  the  Raccoon  Fork. 

Approved  July  13,  ld48,  by  Secretary  R.  J. 

Walker 321,028.03  acres. 

Situated  above  the  Raccoon  Fork. 

Approved  October  30, 1851,  by  Secretary  A.  H. 
H.  Stewart: 

List  No.  1 107,195.78 

"     "     2 25,487.87 

"     "    3 81,707.93 


214,391.58 
Approved  Dec.  17, 1853, 
by  Sec.  R.  McClelland,  33,142.43 
Approved  Dec.  30, 1853, 
by  Sec.  R.  McClelland,  12,813.51 

45,955.94 


260,347.52 


Making  aggregate  approved 581,375.55 


The  lands  granted  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  by  the  act  of  June  18, 
1838,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  canal,  to  connect  the  waters  of 
Lake  Michigan  with  those  of  Rock  river,  amount  to  138,996  acres. 
That  work  not  having  been  constructed,  the  lands  reverted,  by  the 
terms  of  the  act,  to  the  United  States.  The  State,  however,  had  sold 
125,431  acres  thereof.  In  order  to  settle  the  matter,  the  lands  thus 
sold,  under  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  24th  July, 
1852,  have  been  computed  at  $2  50  per  acre,  and  charged  to  the  five 
per  cent,  fund  of  the  State ;  and  those  remaining  unsold,  amounting  to 
13,565  acres,  charged  to  the  500.000  acre  grant,  made  by  the  act  of 
September  4,  1841.  The  selections  under  the  latter  act  have  all  been 
since  made  and  approved,  except  the  comparatively  small  amount  of 
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,533  acres,  in  the  list  of  selections  bearing  date  December  6,  1855, 
which  requires  correction  of  a  small  excess.  This  State  was,  by  com- 
putation made  in  August  last,  entitled  to  35,t)83  acres,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  March  2,  1855,  in  lieu  of  her  swamp  lands  located 
by  individuals  at  the  United  States  land  offices. 

The  operations  under  the  graduation  act  of  August  4,  1854,  have 
been  laborious  and  embarrassing,  fruitful  of  numerous  and  perplexing 
questions.  These  have  been  settled  upon  the  most  liberal  principles 
consistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  prescribing  settlement  and 
cultivation  as  a  condition  of  the  purchases.  Upon  entries  under  this 
law,  made  prior  to  June  1, 1856,  purchasers  are  allowed  one  year  from 
that  period  to  make  proof  of  actual  settlement,  &c.  All  purchasers 
atter  that  period  are  allowed  one  year  from  the  date  of  sale  to  prove 
up  their  claims.  This  is  the  extent  of  executive  discretion  in  the 
premises  ;  and  it  is  extremely  desirable,  in  order  that  the  matter  may 
be  finally  put  to  rest,  that  Congress  shall  either  affirm  by  law  the 
action  of  the  department,  which  has  assimulated  this  class  of  cases, 
in  regard  to  the  time  allowed,  to  the  period  prescribed  in  relation  to 
lands  subject  to  private  entry  in  the  pre-emption  act  of  1841,  or  pre- 
scribe the  terms  on  which  further  proceedings  shall  be  had  by  the 
executive  in  the  matter,  or  waive  the  condition  of  settlement  and  cul- 
tivation altogether.  It  is  proper  here  to  remark,  that,  as  the  sales 
under  this  law  are  necessarily  mixed  up  in  the  daily  progress  of  sales 
with  those  at  the  regular  minimum,  much  delay  must  ensue  in  the 
regular  issue  of  patents,  unless  it  shall  hereafter  be  determined  to 
select  and  exclude  the  graduation  sales,  and  suspend  the  patents  for 
proof  for  the  period  allowed  for  its  presentation,  and  proceed  with  the 
ordinary  sales.  In  that  case,  the  effect  will  be  to  break  the  series  of 
numbers  and  lead  to  embarrassment  and  a  departure  from  the  regular 
order  of  issue  under  our  system. 

The  accounts  of  receivers  of  public  moneys  and  disbursing  agents 
have  generally  been  audited  and  adjusted  to  the  end  of  the  third 
quarter  of  the  calendar  year. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  April  20,  1818,  "changing  the  com- 
pensation of  receivers  and  registers  of  the  land  officers,"  provides 
"  that  instead  of  the  compensation  now  allowed  by  law  to  the  receivers 
of  public  moneys  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  they  shall  receive 
an  aunual  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  and  a  commission  of 
one  per  centum  of  the  moneys  received,  as  a  compensation  for  clerk 
hire,  receiving,  safe  keeping  and  transmitting  such  moneys  to  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States:  Provided  always,  That  the  whole 
amount  which  any  receiver  of  public  moneys  shall  receive  under  the 
provision  of  the  act  shall  not  exceed,  for  any  one  year,  the  sum  ot 
three  thousand  dollars." 

Second. — "That  instead  of  the  compensation  now  allowed  by  law 
to  the  registers  of  the  land  offices,  they  shall  receive  an  annual  salary 
of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  and  a  commission  of  one  percent,  on  all 
the  moneys  expressed  in  the  receipts  by  them  filed  and  entered,  and  ot 
which  they  shall  have  transmitted  an  account  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury:  Provided  always.  That  the  whole  amount  which  any  reg- 
ister of  the  land  office  shall  reoeive  under  the  provisions  of  this  act 
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shall  not  exceed,  for  any  one  year,  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
dollars." 

The  rate  which  was  adopted  by  the  treasury  for  the  computation  of 
commission  under  this  act  was  rejected  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
case  of  United  States  w.  Dickson,  15  Peters,  141  et  seq.,  and  decided 
to  be  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  act. 

The  court  decided  that  "the  commission  is  a  compensation  attached 
to  the  particular  officer  for  his  yearly  service,  and  not  to  the  office 
itself  for  a  fiscal  year."  And  in  conformity  with  the  decision  of  the 
court  in  the  case  referred  to,  the  accountants  were  instructed  to  cal- 
culate the  commissions  of  receivers  of  public  moneys  in  the  following 
manner : 

First. — If,  under  a  temporary  appointment,  made  by  the  President 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  sums  received  by  a  receiver  of  public 
moneys  shall  have  amounted  to  $250,000,  and  shall  have  been  duly 
accounted  for  at  the  treasury,  then  such  receiver  will  be  entitled  to 
his  maximum  of  commissions  for  said  temporary  service  which  ends 
with  the  day  preceding  the  date  of  his  commission  under  the  Senate's 
confirmation.    Thus,  for  example: 

A  B  was  appointed  by  the  President  receiver  of  public  moneys  on 
November  1,  1855,  and  gave  his  bond  and  took  his  oath  and  re- 
ceipted for  the  books  and  papers  on  the  1st  December,  1855,  and  was 
subsequently  appointed  by  the  President  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate 
for  the  term  of  four  years  from  and  after  the  1st  January,  1856 ;  now, 
if  the  moneys  received  prior  to  1st  January,  1856,  amounted  to$250,000, 
and  were  duly  accounted  for,  such  receiver  was  entitled  to  one  month's 
salary,  and  to  his  maximum  of  commissions  of  $2,500,  although  he  had 
served  but  for  one  month. 

Second. — If,  under  his  confirmed  appointment,  dated  January  1, 
1856,  the  moneys  received  in  the  year  ending  December  31, 1856,  shall 
amount  to  $250,000,  the  receiver  will  be  entitled  to  his  maximum 
when  such  sum  shall  be  accounted  for  at  the  treasury. 

Under  this  rule,  should  the  receiver's  office  become  vacant,  and  a 
new  receiver  be  appointed  each  quarter,  each  receiver  would  be  entitled 
to  the  maximum  commission  of  $2,500,  provided  the  sales  of  land, 
during  the  incumbency  of  each,  should  amount  to  $250,000,  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of  $10,000  for  the  year,  which  seems 
to  me  to  be  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  act.  The  wording  of  the 
act  may  justify  the  construction  given  to  it  by  the  court ;  but,  believ- 
ing the  legislature  never  intended  that  the  United  States  should,  in 
any  one  calendar  year,  pay  more  than  one  per  cent,  upon  all  moneys 
received  during  that  year,  and  that  the  commission  for  any  one  year, 
to  whomsoever  paid,  should  exceed,  in  the  whole,  the  sum  of  $2,500, 
it  is  deemed  proper  to  invite  attention  to  the  subject. 

Should  my  views  respecting  this  matter  meet  your  concurrence, 
further  legislative  action  will  be  necessary  to  give  the  proper  construc- 
tion to  the  act  of  20th  April,  1818,  so  as  to  restrict  the  commission  of 
the  registers  and  receivers  to  a  quarterly  pro  rata  allowance  of  the 
maximum  of  $2,500  per  annum,  their  compensation,  both  for  salary 
and  commissions,  to  commence  and  be  calculated  from  the  time  they 
enter  on  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
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1  would  alto  recommend  that  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  22d  March, 
1852,  (see  Stats,  at  Large,  page  4,)  be  so  amended  as  to  require  that, 
before  a  military  warrant  snail  be  located,  the  holder  of  said  warrant 
shall  pay  the  location  fee  to  the  receiver  of  public  moneys,  and  that 
he  shall  be  held  accountable  for  the  same,  as  in  case  of  receipts  of  the 
ordinary  proceeds  of  the  public  lands. 

For  the  details  of  the  surveying  operations  reference  is  made  to  the 
accompanying  annual  reports  of  the  surveyors  general,  of  which  the  . 
following  synopsis  is  submitted : 

Michigan. — The  surveys  of  new  lands  in  this  State,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  islands  in  the  rivers  and  lakes,  have  been  completed. 
The  surveys  already  cover  one-fourth  part  of  the  lower,  and  one 
twenty-fifth  part  of  the  upper  peninsula. 

It  has  been  determined  to  complete  the  resurveys  of  about  75  town- 
ships, the  greater  portion  of  which  are  embraced  in  outstanding  con- 
tracts, to  complete  the  archives,  and  then  close  the  office.  For  the 
attainment  of  this  object  measures  are  contemplated,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  turn  over  the  archives  to  the  authorities  of  Michigan  under  the  act 
of  12th  June,  1840,  by  the  30th  September,  1857.  No  new  appro- 
priations are  asked,  except  for  salaries  and  incidental  expenses,  which 
are  submitted  for  the  entire  fiscal  year,  so  as  to  cover  contingencies 
that  may  arise. 

Illinois. — The  surveys  in  this  State  have  likewise  been  completed, 
except  some  small  islands  in  the  Mississippi,  Rock,  and  Fox  rivers, 
which  are  now  being  surveyed  and  returned  on  individual  applications 
to  the  surveyor  general,  at  the  expense  of  the  parties  applying.  The 
surveys  of  a  few  townships  have  been  retraced  to  renew  the  old  lines, 
and  all  the  surveying  operations  in  the  State  are  so  nearly  closed  that 
it  is  expected  the  archives  will  be  in  a  condition  to  be  transferred  to 
the  State  by  the  30th  June  next. 

Missouri. — The  surveys  of  new  lands  yet  to  be  effected  are  reduced 
to  some  small  tracts  in  the  rivers,  a  few  islands,  and  about  ten  full 
townships  between  the  St.  Francis  and  Mississippi  rivers,  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  the  State,  with  some  town  and  village  surveys,  on 
which  description  of  work  the  surveying  force  has  been  engaged  the 
past  year.  From  recent  examinations  it  is  expected  that  the  business 
of  this  surveying  department  will  be  so  far  advanced  as  to  place  the 
archives  in  readiness  for  transfer   within  the  period  of  two  years. 

Wisconsin. — The  surveys  have  progressed  rapidly  north  of  the  fourth 
correction  line,  and  west  of  the  meridian,  bordering  on  the  south 
shore  of  Lake  Superior,  and  embracing  desirable  lands  for  settlers. 

The  surveys  between  the  meridian  and  the  Michigan  line,  north  of 
the  third  correction  line,  have  been  referred.  These  surveys  are 
proposed,  at  a  convenient  period,  with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  the 
timber,  constituting  their  principal  value,  and  also  in  reference  to 
recent  railroad  grants. 

Iowa. — From  the  rapid  progress  of  the  surveys  last  year  in  this 
State,  the  field  of  operations  has  been  narrowed  down  to  a  small 
district  in  the  northwest  angle,  between  the  northern  boundary  and 
township  9ft  north,  extending  from  the  Big  Sioux  river  to  the  De» 
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Moines.     It  is  expected  that  all  the  surveys  will  he  completed  by  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1858. 

Minnesota. — The  surveys  in  this  Territory  west  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  hordering  on  the  Minnesota  and  its  tributaries,  have  kept 
pace  with  the  rapid  settlement  of  this  region  and  the  great  demand 
for  farms. 

Under  the  law  of  the  late  session  of  Congress,  creating  two  new 
land  districts  in  the  north  part  of  the  Territory,  and  providing  an 
appropriation  of  $40,000  for  new  surveys,  instructions  were  promptly 
despatched  for  surveys  on  the  northwest  shore  of  Lake  Superior  and 
on  the  St.  Louis  river  ;  also  for  the  extension  of  the  surveys  west  of 
the  Mississippi  to  the  valley  of  the  Crow-wing  river,  and  further 
westward  to  the  Red  river  of  the  north.  Subdivisional  surveys  were 
also  ordered  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  numerous  settlers.  The 
extensions  of  certain  connecting  lines  have  also  been  ordered  for  tribal 
and  other  Indian  reserves,  under  the  Chippewa  treaties  of  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1854,  and  22d  February,  1855,  lying  beyond  the  main  body 
of  the  contemplated  surveys.  Partial  returns  of  meridian  and  town- 
ship lines  have  already  reached  this  office,  and  as  early  in  the  coming 
spring  as  practicable  it  is  proposed  to  resume  operations  and  press 
the  work  forward  to  completion. 

Arkansas. — The  surveys  of  new  lands  for  market  having  been  com- 
pleted, the  work  yet  to  be  done  is  confined  to  the  correction  of  some 
surveys  alleged  to  be  erroneous  and  fraudulent,  which  require  to  be 
retraced  under  existing  appropriations,  and  then  the  surveys  of  this 
State  will  be  finished.  By  a  proper  restriction  of  these  operations  to 
such  resurveys  only  as  the  United  States  are  bound  in  good  faith  to 
have  made,  for  which  the  proper  steps  have  been  taken,  this  office  will 
probably  soon  be  added  to  the  list  of  closed  offices,  and  its  archives 
turned  over  to  the  State  authorities. 

Louisiana. — Surveying  operations  in  this  State  are  nearly  complete, 
those  remaining  being  some  corrections  of  old  surveys,  the  location  of 
private  claims,  and  surveys  of  beds  of  lakes  which  have  become  dry 
.  and  belong  to  the  United  States. 

Shallow  lakes  or  ponds,  it  is  held,  do  not  pass  to  the  State  under  the 
swamp  grants.  It  is  designed  to  complete  these  surveys  as  rapidly  as 
possible  and  to  abolish  the  office  ;  and  this  will  make  the  fourth  office, 
out  of  the  twelve  now  in  operation,  which  it  is  expected  may  be  closed 
within  the  next  two  years,  and  the  treasury  thus  relieved  from  the 
present  charges  incident  to  their  existence. 

Florida. — The  Indian  disturbances  have  proved  a  serious  impedi- 
ment to  the  surveys,  having  occasioned  the  flight  of  eight  deputies 
from  the  field,  near  "  Lake  O-kee-cho-bee,"  in  January  last,  with  loss 
of  their  property.  Since  then,  the  surveyors  have  not  been  able  to 
resume  operations.  Considerable  progress,  however,  has  been  made  in 
the  office-work,  by  the  systematic  arrangement  and  protraction  of  the 
private  land  claims,  thus  advancing  the  business  with  a  view  to  the 
transfer  of  the  surveying  archives  to  the  State  authorities  at  no  dis- 
tant day. 

The  survey  of  the  Keys  off  the  coast  of  Florida  is  under  the  im- 
mediate superintendence  of  the  Coast  Survey  office 
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Some  of  the  Keys  lying  south  of  the  extreme  peninsula  of  Florida, 
and  northeast  of  Key  West,  have  been  surveyed  during  the  past  sea- 
son, and  plats  indicating  them  by  latitude  and  longitude,  unconnected 
with  the  surveys  of  public  lands  on  the  main  land,  have  been  returned 
to  this  office.  From  the  returns,  it  appears  the  area  of  the  surveyed 
Keys  is  about  16,000  acres,  covered  to  some  extent  by  shallow  water. 
The  operations  of  the  triangulations  present  a  surveyed  area  of  36 
square  miles,  within  263  miles  of  shore  line. 

For  more  detailed  description  of  the  Keys,  reference  is  made  to 
copies  of  the  reports  herewith  from  sub-assistants  of  the  United  States 
Coast  Survey,  addressed  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey, 
and  by  him  transmitted  to  this  office. 

In  the  well  assured  expectation  of  the  future  operations  of  the  coast 
survey,  I  have  submitted  the  usual  estimate  for  continuing  the  survey 
of  the  Florida  Keys,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858. 

New  Mbxico  Territory. — The  surveys  have  been  confined  to  674 
miles  of  meridian  base  and  correction  lines,  265  miles  of  township 
and  subdivision  lines,  notwithstanding  the  Indian  hostilities  and 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  supplies  in  a  sparsely  settled  country. 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  there  have  been  filed  with  the  sur- 
veyor general  sixteen  private  land  claims ;  three  of  them  have  been 
examined  by  him,  the  remaining  thirteen,  with  fifteen  other  claims 
previously  filed,  are  awaiting  further  testimony.  The  examination  of 
such  titles  has  been  delayed  by  the  apathy  of  claimants,  and  their 
neglect  to  present  the  necessary  testimony.  There  have  been  filed, 
in  all,  fourteen  of  the  pueblo  claims,  which,  having  been  examined,  will 
be  submitted  for  the  action  of  Congress.  Only  thirty-two  donation 
claims  have  been  filed  since  the  opening  of  the  office. 

The  selection  from  the  archives  of  the  Spanish  and  Mexican  gov- 
ernments, which  were  turned  over  to  the  surveyor  general's  office  by 
the  governor  of  New  Mexico,  resulted  in  the  collection  of  1,014 
grants  and  documents  relating  to  land  titles,  of  which  197  are  private 
grants.  These  have  all  been  classified,  alphabetically,  arranged,  and 
constitute  permanent  official  records. 

From  the  advices  received  at  this  office  from  the  surveyor  general 
of  New  Mexico  and  other  sources,  it  is  evident  individuals  claiming 
lands  under  former  governments  before  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo  of  1848,  are  very  averse  to  respond  to  the  call  made  on  them 
by  the  surveyor  general's  notice  of  January  18,  1855,  to  produce  the 
evidences  of  their  claims  to  his  office  at  Santa  Fe ;  some  from  fear  of 
losing  the  evidence  of  their  titles,  inspired,  it  is  supposed,  by  design- 
ing individuals. 

jln  many  instances,  the  pueblo  Indians  have  been  deterred  from 
filing  their  title-papers  with  the  surveyor  general,  in  the  apprehension 
they  would  never  again  get  possession  of  them. 

Others,  conscious  of  an  indisputable  possessory  right  of  landed 
estates,  feel  perfect  security  on  the  subject,  and  do  not  care  to  exhibit, 
much  less  file,  their  title-papers,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
surveyor  general  to  report  upon  the  claims  to  Congress  for  confirma* 
tion  under  the  act  of  July  22,  1854.  This  tardiness  in  complying 
with  the  requirement  under  the  law  delays  the  action  on  the  part  of 

14 
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the  surveyor  general,  and  on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  of  course  will 
cause  corresponding  delay  in  the  survey  of  claims,  and  restrict  the 
field  of  operations  in  New  Mexico.  It  interferes  also  with  donation 
claimants  under  the  law  of  July  22,  1854. 

To  obviate  the  difficulty,  it  is  suggested  that  a  period  of  time  be  pre- 
scribed by  law  within  which  claimants  shall  file  their  claims,  and  that  a 
summary  system  for  their  final  settlement,  on  principles  of  justice,  be 
provided  by  Congress.  There  existing  no  authority  of  law  for  the 
survey  of  private  claims,  nor  of  the  pueblos  in  New  Mexico,  until  the 
same  shall  have  been  acted  upon  by  the  surveyor  general,  reported  to 
Congress  and  finally  confirmed,  all  the  executive  can  do,  under  present 
circumstances,  is  to  exclude  them  from  sectional  subdivision,  in  the 
gradual  extension  of  the  lines  of  the  public  surveys. 

Kansas. — The  returns  of  the  surveys  of  public  lands,  Indian  trust 
lands,  and  permanent  Indian  reservations,  show  that  they  have  been 
prosecuted  with  great  despatch,  considering  the  severity  of  the  last 
winter,  which  forced  the  deputy  surveyors  to  abandon  field  operations. 
Besides  this,  the  disturbances  in  the  country,  and  the  intricacy  of 
surveys  under  Indian  treaty  stipulations,  which  had  devolved  upon 
the  surveyor  general,  tended  to  retard  the  progress  of  the  business. 
These  accumulated  causes  deferred  the  preparation  of  the  Iowa,  Dela- 
ware, and  other  Indian  trust  lands  for  market  as  early  as  had  been 
contemplated ;  and  consequently  no  public  lands,  although  surveys  to 
the  extent  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres,  and  plats  of  the  same  are 
prepared,  could  be  brought  into  market.  The  eastern  portion  of  the 
Delaware  trust  lands,  of  about  ten  townships,  were,  however,  pro- 
claimed for  sale,  to  take  place  on  the  17th  of  the  present  month. 

Nebraska. — The  surveys  of  the  public  lands  in  this  Territory  have 
not  progressed  as  rapidly  as  in  Kansas,  owing  mainly  to  the  desire  to 
expedite  the  survey  of  the  Indian  trust  lands  in  Kansas,  on  which  the 
deputies  have  been  chiefly  employed ;  leaving  but  few  to  carry  on 
operations  in  Nebraska.  This  cause,  added  to  the  necessity  of  re- 
surveys  to  correct  some  erroneous  returns,  has  retarded  the  progress  of 
the  field  work  during  the  past  season. 

Utah  Territory. — The  surveying  operations  from  the  27th  July, 
1855,  the  date  of  the  arrival  of  the  surveyor  general  at  Salt  Lake  city, 
the  place  of  his  official  residence,  consisted  in  a  preliminary  recon- 
naissance of  the  country  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Salt  Lake,  and  in 
the  establishment  of  the  initial  point  at  the  corner  of  the  Temple 
block  in  the  Salt  Lake  city,  by  erecting  a  suitable  monument  at  the 
point  of  the  intersection  of  the  principal  meridian  with  the  base  line, 
from  which  the  base  line  was  extended  due  east  four  miles,  and  due 
west  thirty-six  miles.  The  principal  meridian  was  extended  due 
north  from  the  initial  point,  on  line  and  by  offsets,  eighty-four  miles, 
and  south  seventy -two  miles.  The  meridian  and  the  base  line  pass 
through  Salt  Lake  valley,  Cache,  Malade,  Blue  Spring,  and  Hansel 
Spring  valleys  to  the  north  of  the  base ;  through  Tuilla,  and  part  of 
Bush  valleys  on  the  west,  and  through  Jordan,  (Tfaah,  Cedar,  Tintick, 
and  a  portion  of  Youab  valleys  on  the  south 

Contracts  have  been  entered  into  for  surveying  these  valleys,  with 
the  exception  of  the  desert  lying  west  of  the  Salt  Lake.     The  surveys 
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are  to  be  made  into  townships,  with  authority  for  subdividing  them 
into  sections.  The  field  work  under  the  contracts  has  been  reported 
to  this  office  as  returned  to  the  surveyor  general's  office,  and  the  office 
work  as  completed  and  ready  for  transmission  to  Washington.  The 
extent  of  the  field  operations  embraces  between  one  hundred  and  thirty 
and  one  hundred  and  forty  townships,  including  fractional  townships. 

A  partial  examination  of  the  country  has  been  made  beyond  the 
localities  enumerated  by  the  surveyor  general,  who  recommends  the 
extension  of  the  base  and  meridian  lines  hereto,  and  suggests  the  pro- 
priety of  surveying  the  valuable  timber  lands  found  in  the  canons  of 
the  mountains  in  Utah. 

The  surveyor  general  reports  that  the  Salt  Lake  city  is  far  greater 
in  extent  than  the  corporate  authorities  are  entitled  to  under  the  town 
site  ace  of  23d  May,  1844.  He  represents  that  the  city  occupies 
several  square  miles,  and  suggests  the  propriety  of  legal  enactment  to 
enable  him  to  close  the  lines  of  the  public  surveys  upon  such  limits  of 
the  city  as  it  may  be  proper  to  recognize.  It  is  further  stated  that  the 
public  domain  in  the  city,  and  out  of  the  limits  thereof,  settled  by 
Mormons,  is  being  conveyed  by  the  members  of  the  church  of  Latter 
Day  Saints,  in  consideration  of  their  good-will  towards  the  church,  to 
Brigham  Young,  trustee  of  the  same,  he  requiring  them  to  defend  the 
property  thus  conveyed  against  any  one. 

This  proceeding  in  the  Territory  is  incompatible  with  our  system, 
and  suggests  the  propriety  of  congressional  interposition.  As  the 
town  site  act  of  1844  'limits  the  grant  to  320  acres,  it  might  be 
proper  to  consider  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  capital  of  Utah,  and 
pass  such  legislative  enactment  as  would  award  to  the  city  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  legal  subdivisions  to  embrace  its  present  actual  tm- 
provements,  such  legal  subdivisions  contiguous  to  those  improvements 
to  be,  of  course,  laid  open  for  disposal  under  the  general  land  laws 
applicable  to  the  same. 

California. — The  progress  of  the  surveying  operations  has  been 
confined  to  the  valleys  of  Upper  Sacramento  and  Shasta  rivers,  and 
to  the  southeastern  portion  of  the  State  bordering  on  the  Colorado 
riveT  ;  also  to  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Tejon  Indian  reserve,  and 
along  the  valleys  of  Mono  and  Tahichopa  lakes,  situated  on  the 
eastern  slope  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  mountains.  Since  the  surveyor 
general's  last  annual  report,  he  has  entered  into  twenty-eight  different 
contracts  for  the  survey  of  the  public  lands ;  and  the  returns  of  sur- 
veys to  his  office,  which  have  been  examined  and  approved,  include 
the  following  work : 

Surveys  of  base  and  meridian  lines 180  miles. 

Standard  parallels 530 

Traverse  and  meander 364 

Township  lines 4,251 

Section  lines 20,198 

Ranch  surveys 65 

Making  an  aggregate  of  miles 25,588 

Including  a  surveyed  area  of  nearly  eight  million  acfcs. 
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The  surveys  in  California,  notwithstanding  their  rapid  progress, 
have  been  subjected  to  strict  scrutiny  in  the  field  by  commissioned 
examining  deputies,  whose  duty  it  is  to  repair  to  the  field,  and  test 
the  accuracy  of  work  executed  by  the  deputies  under  contracts.  These 
measures  have  led  to  the  discovery  of  several  contracts  in  the  execu- 
tion of  which  errors  had  occurred,  and  the  parties  have  been  required 
to  correct  their  work,  or  be  subjected  to  the  expense  of  its  correction 
through  other  deputies.  The  salutary  provision  made  in  the  act  of 
3d  March,  1853,  authorizing  the  examination  of  surveys  in  the  field, 
has  been  the  means  of  securing  accuracy  in  surveying  operations. 
The  amount  of  the  office  work  performed  in  the  surveying  department 
at  San  Francisco  during  the  year  has  been  considerable,  and  co-exten- 
sive with  the  multifarious  requirements  of  the  office.  Among  many 
miscellaneous  duties,  incident  to  the  custody  of  the  old  Spanish  and 
Mexican  archives,  and  the  documents  of  the  late  board  of  land  com- 
missioners, the  following  work  has  been  performed:  The  original 
field  notes  of  surveys  which  had  been  returned  to  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral's office  during  the  year  have  been  examined  and  their  accuracy 
tested  by  protraction ;  maps  of  the  same  have  been  made  in  tripli- 
cate, amounting  to  1,261  plats ;  transcripts  of  the  field  notes  and 
descriptive  notes  of  townships,  and  a  general  map  of  the  State,  have 
been  prepared,  exhibiting  the  progress  of  the  surveys.  Since  the 
commencement  of  field  operations  in  California  to  the  present  time, 
61,416  miles  of  surveying  have  been  accomplished,  equivalent  to  the 
area  of  about  twenty  millions  of  surveyed  acres.  This  accumulation 
of  the  public  lands,  at  heavy  governmental  expenditure,  suggests  the 
propriety  of  offering  portions  of  them  for  sale,  to  satisfy  the  public 
expectation ,  as  soon  as  a  proper  separation  can  be  made  of  the  agri- 
cultural from  the  reserved  mineral  lands.  Referring  to  the  remarks  in 
connexion  with  the  subject  presented  in  the  last  annual  report,  it  is 
submitted  whether,  in  further  legislation  in  the  premises,  it  would  not 
be  proper  to  declare  by  an  express  enactment  that,  in  the  event  of  a 
sale,  or  location  by  the  local  officers,  either  at  public  auction  or  other- 
wise, of  lands  as  agricultural,  which  may  hereafter  be  ascertained  to 
be  strictly  auriferous,  and  as  such  reserved  under  existing  laws,  any 
such  sale  or  patent  granted  in  pursuance  thereof  shall  be  held  to  con- 
vey only  the  portion  of  such  sale  as  may  embrace  agricultural  lands. 

Oregon. — The  surveys  are  nearly  completed  of  the  public  lands 
and  donation  claims  between  the  Cascade  mountains  and  the  ocean,  as 
authorized  by  the  law  creating  the  surveying  district  of  Oregon,  not- 
withstanding the  difficulties  occasioned  by  the  recent  war  with  the 
Indians.  The  surveyor  general  renews  the  suggestion  in  his  prede- 
cessor's last  annual  report  for  the  extension  by  law  of  this  surveying 
district  east  of  the  Cascades.  The  explorations  of  the  country  have 
satisfied  him  that  it  is  not  practicable  to  continue  the  base  line  and 
the  correction  parallels  over  that  range  of  mountains ;  and  being  aware 
of  the  existence  of  rich  and  inviting  lands  for  settlement  in  the  trans- 
montane  portions  of  the  Territory,  especially  near  the  borders  of  the 
Columbia  and  its  tributaries,  such  as  Des  Chutes,  John  Day's,  and 
the  Umatilla  rivers,  he  recommends  that  separate  base  and  meridian 
lines  be  established  for  that  region.     With  this  view,  I  have  sub- 
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mitted  the  necessary  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June, 
1858. 

Washington  Territory. — The  disastrous  results  of  the  recent  In- 
dian war,  which  continued  for  several  months,  have  prevented  survey- 
ing operations  to  the  extent  anticipated,  and  has  paralyzed,  to  a  great 
extent,  operations  in  this  surveying  department.  But  four  contracts 
have  been  made  for  surveys  since  the  last  annual  report,  only  one  of 
which  has  been  completed,  and  that  was  for  running  township  lines 
on  Whitby's  island.  Under  former  contracts,  returns  have  been  made 
to  the  extent  of  twenty-four  miles  of  the  Willamette  meridian,  by 
offset,  situated  between  the  Admiralty  inlet  and  the  Cascade  moun- 
tains. The  extension  of  36  miles  of  the  3d  standard  parallel  west  to 
Gray' 8  Harbor,  and  30  miles  of  the  7th  standard  parallel,  passing 
through  the  vast  expanse  of  the  Admiralty  inlet  and  Whitby's  island, 
have  been  executed.  Besides,  there  have  been  returned  to  the  surveyor 
general's  office  19  townships  of  subdivisional  survey,  and  6  of  ex- 
terior lines.  The  surveyor  general  reports  that  the  donation  law  in 
Washington  Territory  requires  the  survey  of  extensive  tracts  of  the 
country,  to  define  and  connect  those  claims  with  the  public  lands. 

Geological  reconnaissance  in  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  March  3,  1855,  "  for  expenses  incurred 
by  Dr.  John  Evans  in  geological  explorations  in  Oregon,  Washing- 
ton, &c.,  and  for  the  completion  of  those  explorations  in  Washington 
Territory  and  on  Goose  Bay,"  the  sum  of  $13,000  25  was  placed  with 
the  geologist  on  the  20th  March  of  that  year,  with  instructions  to 
prosecute  his  examinations  and  reconnaissance  of  the  coal  regions  in 
Washington  Territory,  to  show  the  value  and  extent  of  the  depositee, 
and  to  complete  and  make  final  report  of  the  same.  It  was  particu- 
larly impressed  upon  him  not  to  exceed  the  appropriation  of  $13,000  25 
made  for  that  purpose.  On  the  18th  day  of  August,  1855,  this  offioe 
had  occasion  to  repeat  the  instructions  as  to  the  line  of  duty  of  the 
geologist  under  the  aforesaid  appropriation. 

A  report,  bearing  date  June  12,  1856,  has  recently  reached  this 
office  from  the  geologist,  showing  an  admitted  unexpended  balance 
in  his  hands  of  about  $2,000  of  this  appropriation,  but  representing 
additional  liabilities  incurred,  which  will  absorb  the  apparent  unex- 

Cnded  balance  and  exceed  the  appropriation  by  $5,000.  For  this 
st  amount,  an  additional  appropriation  is  intimated  to  be  necessary, 
without  reference  to  any  other  expenditures  that  may  be  needed  in 
ease  Congress  shall  see  fit  to  publish  his  report,  which  is  stated  to  be 
in  the  course  of  preparation,  and  expected  to  be  completed  on  his  re- 
turn to  this  city. 

The  advices  we  have  received  concerning  coal  and  its  analysis  on 
Bellingham  bay,  in  Washington  Territory,  represent  that  it  will  pro- 
duce coke  in  large  quantities,  and  is  better  for  manufacturing  purposes 
than  that  on  Dwamish  river,  or  on  Nanaimo  river  on  Vancouver's 
island ;  that  the  thickness  of  the  deposite  is  from  a  few  inches  to 
twenty  feet,  and  there  is  an  abundant  supply.  It  is  also  reported 
that  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  preparation  of  illus- 
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trations  appertaining  to  the  proposed  geological  report,  but  it  would 
be  impossible  to  perfect  the  manuscript  until  the  analysis  is  com- 

Sleted ;  and  as  the  appropriation  is  almost  exhausted,  the  geologist 
as  properly  hesitated  to  incur  further  liability  unless  Congress  shall 
authorize  this  office  to  publish  the  report.  Inasmuch  as  the  last  ap- 
propriation was  proposed  for  the  completion  of  the  geological  re- 
searches, and  was  intended  to  cover  the  expense  of  the  report  in 
manuscript,  we  do  not  feel  justified  in  recommending  any  further  ap- 
propriations until  a  final  return  shall  have  been  made  of  the  work 
contemplated  by  the  aforesaid  appropriation. 

Indian  Reservations. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  17th  July,  1854,  authority 
is  conferred  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States  "  to  cause 
to  be  surveyed  the  tract  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota 
belonging  to  the  half-breeds,  or  mixed  bloods,  of  the  Dacotah  or 
Sioux  nation  of  Indians,"  and,  upon  the  execution  by  those  Indians 
of  a  proper  relinquishment,  in  form  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  scrip  is  required  to  be  issued  for 
the  amount  "to  which  each  individual  would  be  entitled,  in  case  of 
a  division  of  the  said  grant  or  reservation,  pro  rata  among  the  claim- 
ants," the  scrip  "to  be  located  upon  any  of  the  lands  within  said 
reservation  not  now  occupied  by  actual  and  bona  fide  settlers  of  the 
half-breeds,  or  mixed  bloods,  or  such  other  persons  as  have  gone  into 
said  Territory  by  authority  of  law;  or  upon  any  other  unoccupied 
lands  subject  to  pre-emption  or  private  sale,  or  upon  any  other  un- 
surveyed  lands,  not  reserved  by  government,  upon  which  they  have 
respectively  made  improvements,"  with  a  limitation  in  the  scrip  not 
to  exceed  to  each  640  acres,  nor  less  than  40  acres. 

The  survey  of  this  Indian  reservation,  on  Lake  Pepin,  has  been  exe- 
cuted; the  area  ascertained  to  be  320,819.48  acres,  and  this  office  has 
furnished  the  form  of  relinquishment,  in  sufficient  number  of  printed 
eopies,  as  contemplated  by  the  act,  and,  also,  the  form  of  scrip  ;  and, 
upon  the  execution  of  the  relinquishment,  and  the  receipt  of  your  in- 
structions touching  certain  questions  which  have  arisen  and  been  sub- 
mitted, in  connexion  with  the  preceding,  this  office  will  be  prepared 
promptly  to  co-operate  in  fully  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
aforesaid  act. 

Under  several  recent  and  numerous  Indian  treaties,  ratified  in  years 
past,  individual  reservations  of  various  classes  are  constantly  coming 
up  for  our  action;  and,  as  rapidly  as  the  same  are  matured,  this  office 
k  prepared  to  issue  the  requisite  grants. 

The  new  land  offices  for  Kansas  and  Nebraska  Territories  have  been 
located ;  for  the  former  at  Lecompton,  and  the  latter  at  Omaha  City — 
the  respective  seats  of  government  of  those  Territories. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  act  of  12th  June,  1840,  the  following 
old  land  offices  have  been  closed  and  the  districts  consolidated,  to 
wit: 

The  office  at  Iowa  City  has  been  discontinued  and  annexed  to  Fort 
Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
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That  at  Danville  has  been  consolidated  at  Springfield,  Illinois. 

For  the  public  convenience,  the  following  changes  in  the  location  of 
the  land  offices  have  been  made :  Dacorrah,  removed  to  Osage,  Iowa ; 
Lebanon,  removed  to  Centre,  Alabama ;  Cahaba,  removed  to  Green- 
ville, Alabama  ;  Brownsville,  removed  to  Chatfield,  Minnesota  Terri- 
tory, and  orders  have  been  given  for  the  temporary  removal  of  the 
land  office  at  Winona  on  1st  January,  1857,  to  Faribault.  The 
Kalamazoo  office,  Michigan,  was  closed,  but  has  since  been  reopened, 

Imrsuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  for  that  purpose,  approved  5th  April 
ast. 

The  necessary  steps  have  been  taken  for  carrying  into  effect  the  act 
of  8th  July,  1856,  creating  the  u  northeastern"  and  "  northwestern" 
land  districts  in  Minnesota  Territory.  The  office  for  the  former 
has  been  located  at  Buchanan,  on  Lake  Superior,  and  the  latter  at 
Ojibway,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  and  registers  and  receivers  have 
been  appointed.  Instructions,  immediately  after  the  passage  of  the 
law,  were  communicated  to  the  surveyor  general  at  Dubuque,  for  the 
new  surveys,  under  the  appropriation  of  $40,000  provided  by  the  said 
act  of  8th  July,  1856,  as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  so  as  to  expedite 
the  surveys  as  much  as  practicable  before  the  setting  in  of  winter, 
with  orders  to  resume  operations  at  the  earliest  moment  of  the  spring. 

The  attention  of  this  office  has  been  drawn  to  the  subject  of  silver 
mines  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  by  representations  that  a  mine 
has  been  discovered  and  worked,  subsequent  to  the  treaty  of  1848  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  and  application  for  information  has  been  made 
as  to  the  protection  that  would  be  extended  to  a  party  by  whom,  in 
such  a  case,  all  the  laws  of  old  Mexico  had  been  strictly  complied 
with  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

This  office,  in  reply,  has  held  that  the  executive  department  could 
not  recognize  any  right  or  claim  in  such  mine,  on  the  part  of  any  pri- 
vate individual,  nor  take  any  action  respecting  the  alleged  discovery 
without  the  authority  and  direction  of  Congress.  Preparatory  to  such 
legislation,  an  examination  to  develop  the  facts  as  to  the  existence 
and  extent  of  such,  and  other  valuable  mineral  deposits  in  the  Terri- 
tory, seems  to  be  proper,  and  it  is  recommended  that  the  authority  of 
law  be  conferred  for  that  purpose. 

On  examination  it  is  found  that  the  existing  laws  relating  to  the 
public  lands  in  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories  authorize  dona- 
tions and  sales  by  pre-emption,  but  give  no  power  to  the  Executive  to 
order  public  sales  east  of  the  Cascade  mountains  in  those  Territories. 
The  surveys  are  progressing  rapidly,  and  already  large  bodies  of  the 
public  lands  are  prepared  for  market,  and  an  earnest  desire  has  been 
manifested  that  the  same  may  be  exposed  to  sale,  especially  on  the 
Willamette  river. 

It  is  recommended,  in  view  of  the  interests  of  the  Territories  and 
those  seeking  homes  in  that  region,  that  the  necessary  power  be  con- 
ferred by  Congress  for  public  sales  east,  as  the  law  now  authorizes  sales 
west  of  these  mountains. 

By  a  provision  in  the  appropriation  act  of  18th  August,  1856,  the 
"  reserved  lands,"  no  longer  needed  for  military  purposes  in  Florida, 
are,  with  the  assent  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  be  sold  as  other  public 
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lands.  There  being  a  large  number  of  tracts  similar  in  character  in 
other  land  States,  it  is  recommended  that  this  provision  be  made 
general. 

The  recommendation  in  the  last  annnal  report  is  repeated,  that  the 
pre-emption  act  of  1841  be  amended  so  as  to  authorize,  in  the  future, 
settlements  generally  upon  unsurveyed  lands,  as  the  privilege  under 
existing  legislation  extends  only  to  California,  Oregon,  Washington, 
Minnesota,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  and  New  Mexico  ;  and  that  whenever, 
upon  return  of  survey,  two  or  more  persons  are  found  residing  upon 
the  same  quarter-section,  the  entry  be  made  by  them  jointly,  with  an 
allowance  in  adjacent  legal  subdivisions  of  unoccupied  lands,  not  to 
exceed  1G0  acres  to  each  permanent  settler. 

The  recommendation  also  is  renewed  to  amend  the  act  of  3d  March, 
1853,  so  as  to  render  United  States  reserved  sections  along  the  lines  of 
railroads  liable  to  pre-emption,  as  well  when  the  settlement  was  made 
after  as  before  the  final  allotment — that  is,  at  any  time  before  the 
public  sale. 

Special  attention  is  also  invited  to  the  condition  of  the  settlers  in 
Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

The  twelfth  section  of  the  act  of  22d  July,  1854,  chapter  103,  ap- 
plies the  provisions  of  the  act  of  4th  September,  1841,  to  all  the  public 
lands  in  these  Territories,  whether  surveyed  or  not;  and  the  act  of 
1841,  wHch  restricts  settlements  to  surveyed  lands,  makes  provision 
only  for  its^r^  settler  on  the  quarter-section. 

As  settlements  under  the  law  of  1854  are  authorized  before  the  sur- 
veys, and  as  parties  so  settling  are  then  necessarily  in  ignorance  where 
the  lines  will  run,  it  is  proper  to  protect,  by  further  legislation,  such 
settlers  as  may  have  gone,  or  may  hereafter  go,  upon  these  lands,  so 
that  when  two  or  more  settlements  are  made,  and  persons  are  found 
upon  the  same  quarter  after  the  survey  shall  have  been  made,  the  first 
settler  may  not  have  it  in  his  power,  as  he  might  do  under  existing 
legislation,  to  appropriate  the  labor  and  improvements  of  another  and 
more  recent  settler,  which  had  been  made  in  good  faith. 

In  Minnesota,  where  the  act  of  1841  has  been  extended  to  unsur- 
veyed lands,  the  act  of  4th  August,  1854,  chapter  249,  intervenes,  and 
declares  that  where  two  or  more  have  settled  upon  the  same  quarter 
before  the  survey,  "each  is  permitted  to  enter  his  improvement,  as 
near  as  may  be,  by  legal  subdivisions." 

Sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six  being  reserved  for  school  purposes 
in  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  Oregon,  Washington,  and  New  Mexico,  and 
also  in  Minnesota,  where  a  settler  may  have  gone  upon  these  sections 
before  the  surveys  were  made,  and  the  numerical  designation  given 
with  a  view  of  acquiring  a  homestead,  justice  requires  that  other 
lands,  as  a  substitute,  should  be  allotted  to  the  schools,  and  that  the 
actual  settler  should  be  allowed  to  purchase  ordinary  school  sections 
under  such  circumstances,  if  he  brings  himself  in  all  respects  within 
the  requirements  of  the  laws  of  1841  and  1854. 

Legislation  making  provision  to  this  effect  will  be  found  in  the  Cal- 
ifornia act  of  3d  March,  1853,  chapter  145. 

Important  questions  having  arisen  under  applications  for  the  bene- 
fit conferred  by  the  municipal  pre-emption  law  of  May  23,  1844,  the 
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matter  was  referred  by  the  head  of  the  department  to  the  Attorney 
General,  who  has  rendered  the  opinion,  that  the  occupation  of  a  town 
site  is  sufficiently  indicated,  either  by  an  actual  survey,  upon  the 
ground,  of  the  town,  into  streets,  alleys,  and  blocks,  or  the  publica- 
tion of  the  plat  of  the  same,  evidencing  the  connexion  with  the  public 
surveys,  so  as  to  give  notice  to  others  of  the  extent  of  the  town  site, 
all  within  the  limit  of  320  acres,  and  that  such  survey  and  publication 
of  a  plat  is  a  sufficient  evidence  and  indication  that  the  lands  have 
been  selected  as  a  municipal  site,  and,  therefore,  not  subject  to  rural 
pre-emption  under  the  law  of  1841 ;  and  further,  that  the  settlement 
and  occupation  of  any  one  of  the  subdivisions  of  the  320  acres  maxi- 
mum, as  a  town  site,  is  sufficient  to  entitle  the  occupants  to  an  entry 
of  the  whole  under  the  aforesaid  act  of  1844. 

The  question  having  been  raised,  whether  either  of  the  district 
land  officers  could,  while  in  commission,  avail  himself  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion privilege,  this  office  had  no  difficulty  in  determining  that,  in  its 
opinion,  they  stood  disabled,  in  this  respect,  under  the  general  princi- 
ples of  law;  and  on  the  question  being  submitted  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, he  concurred,  holding  that,  "  although  not  expressly  forbidden  by 
statute,  still  it  appears  inadmissible  by  the  general  principles  of  law, 
and  of  statutory  construction."  Positive  legislation  is  recommended 
in  connexion  with  this  principle,  forbidding  under  penalty  registers 
and  receivers,  and  any  other  officer  connected  with  the  land  system, 
from  purchasing,  in  any  way,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  of  the  public 
lands ;  such  being  the  law  in  <  regard  to  the  employes  of  the  General 
Land  Office. 

Spoliation  of  Timber. 

In  connexion  with  the  sale  and  superintendence  of  the  public  lands, 
important  interests  in  the  timber  growing  thereon  in  the  States  of 
Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  and  Minnesota  Territory,  have  engaged  the 
attention  of  this  office,  in  consequence  of  complaints  made  by  settlers 
and  others  of  its  spoliation.  To  meet  the  exigency,  printed  instruc- 
tions were  issued  to  the  local  land  officers,  directing  them,  among 
their  other  duties,  to  take  charge,  as  a  special  duty,  of  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  public  timber  on  lands  within  their  respective  districts  ; 
and  with  a  view  to  indemnity  to  the  government  and  punishment  of 
offenders,  to  seize  the  timber  cut,  and  report  the  names  of  trespassers, 
for  such  action  as  the  public  interest  may  require.  It  is  gratifying  to 
report  that  this  prompt,  economical,  and  direct  method  of  suppressing 
the  growing  evil,  has  been  in  a  great  measure  successful,  and  depreda- 
tions, hitherto  committed  to  a  deplorable  extent,  have  almost  entirely 
ceased. 

The  usual  statistical  tables  of  lands  sold,  granted,  and  otherwise 
disposed  of,  described  in  the  annexed  synopsis  and  schedule,  are  re- 
spectfully submitted,  as  showing  the  details  of  operations  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  A.  HENDRICKS, 
Hon.  Robert  McClelland,  Commissioner. 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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Abstract  of  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office. 

General  Land  Office,  November  29,  1856. 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  February, 

1855,  the  following  is  submitted  as  an  "  abstract  or  compendium  "  of 
the  annual  report  from  this  office,  bearing  date  the  29th  of  November, 

1856.  This  report  treats  of  the  following  subjects,  and  is  accompa- 
nied by  the  usual  statistical  tables  of  the  lands  surveyed,  exposed  to 
market,  sold,  granted,  and  otherwise  disposed  of,  to  wit : 

1.  The  quantity  of  lands  ready  for  market  and  not  advertised — 

surveys  returned — aggregate  annual  statement  of  sales  and 
lands  disposed  of. 

2.  Bounty  land  warrants — acts  of  1847,  '50,  '52,  and  '55 — annual 

statements,  with  views  respecting  Virginia  military  claims. 

3.  Swamp  land  grant — statements  and  recommendation  of  further 

legislation. 

4.  Statements  relating  to  Cairo  and  Fulton  railroad  and  branches  ; 

and  to  grants  for  railroads,  under  laws  of  tbe  last  session  of 
Congress ;  also  in  relation  to  large  withdrawal  of  tracts  along 
routes  of  roads ;  preliminary  action  had  by  General  Land 
Office  under  said  laws  to  expedite  the  adjustment,  and  for  re- 
storing the  lands  to  market  at  an  early  day. 

5.  Grants  in  Wisconsin — Fox   and  Wisconsin  river  grant — Dea 

Moines  river  grant  in  Iowa. 

6.  Reference  to  decisions  under  graduation  act;  adjustment  of  ac- 

counts of  registers  and  receivers  ;  legislation  suggested  touch- 
ing the  measure  of  compensation  to  land  officers. 

7.  Progress  of  survey  of  Indian  trust  lands  in  Kansas,  and  synop- 

tical views  of  the  operations  of  the  surveyors  general. 

8.  Indians — half-breed    Sioux  of  Lake    Pepin — relinquishments, 

scrip,  &c. ;  reference  to  individual  reservations  under  treaties. 

9.  New  land  districts  created  in  Minnesota  ;  change  of  locations  and 

consolidation  of  old  offices. 

10.  Reference  to  operation  of  pre-emption  laws — further  legislation 

recommended — recommendation  renewed  for  extension  of  act 
of  3d  March,  1853.  , 

11.  Spoliation  of  timber  on  public  lands  in  Minnesota,  Michigan, 

and  Wisconsin. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  A.  HENDRICKS, 

Commissioner 
Hon.  Robert  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  ACCOMPANYING  DOCUMENTS. 

A.— Statement  of  public  lands  sold,  Ac.,  in  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  90, 
1856. 

R— Similar  statement  for  second  half  of  said  fiscal  year. 

C.^Land  in  Louisiana,  selected  under  acts  of  March  2,  1849,  and  September  28,  1860. 

P.— "Estimate  of  appropriations  for  office  of  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office. 

E.— Estimate  of  contingent  appropriations  for  same. 

F. — Cfctimate  of  appropriations  for  surveying  department. 

O. — 1.  Estimate  of  appropriations  for  surveying  public  lands. 

&.— i.  Estimate  of  same  for  supplying1  dtfcieuAa. 

H. — Reports  of  surveyors  general  and  accompanying  documents. 

J.— Report  of  Coast  Survey  Office  relative  to  progress  of  the  survey  of  Keys  and  Islands 
on  the  coast  of  Florida. 
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A. — Statement  of  public  land  told,  of  ca$h,  <k&. ,  received  therefor,  of 

thereof 9  in  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal  year  commencing 


Land  offices. 


OHIO. 


Chfflicothe, 
Defiance . . , 


Total , 

IRDIAHA. 


Vincennes .. 
Indianapolis 


Total. 


ILUNOII. 


Rhawneetown 

Kaskaskia 

Vandalia 

Springfield .  . . 

Danville 

Dixon 


Toul 

Missouri. 


St.  Louif  . , 
Fayette..., 
Palmyra  .. 
Jackson  . . . 
Warsaw  . . , 
Springfield. 
Plattsburg. 
Milan , 


Total 

ALABAMA.. 


St.  Stephen's. , 

Cahaba 

Huntsville. 
Tuscaloosa ... 

Elba 

Demopolis. . . . 
Montgomery . 
Lebanon 


Toul 

MISSISSIPPI. 


Washington. 
Augusta..... 
Jackson  .... 
Grenada .... 
Columbus... 


Total 

LOUISZAHA. 


New  Orleans. 

S^elousas..., 
onroe 

Greensburg... 
Natchitoches. 


Total, 


Quantity  told  in  first 
half  of  fiscal  year  at 
and  above  the  mini- 
mum price,  91 95.  and 
amount  received  for 
the  same. 


Acres. 


3,551.79 


9,551.79 


86.53 
610.00 


696.531 


4,160.93 

6,807.37 

35,641.20 

33,225.60 

165,397.55 

7,618.19 


Amount. 


#4,488  59 


Quantity  sold  in  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal  year  at 
graduated  prices. 


At  *t  per 
acre. 


•acres. 


4,488  59 


108  16 
1,030  50 


1,138  66 


At  75  eta. 
per  acre. 


•Acres. 


9,159  67 
16,937  03 
65,791  42 
46,499  96 
469,331  79 
11,700  50 


343,680.83 


9,183.99 

1,705.57 

94,956.57 

8,069.03 

44,638.90 

94,877.86 

119,171.85 

113.680.76 


619,930  37 


338,584.46 


3,473.37 

12,953.83 

1,039.96 

440.56 

1,933.03 

80.00 

1,636.35 

1,853.15 


18.905  99 
9,950  10 

33,663  40 
11,193  64 

56.906  78 
46,467  10 

177,547  33 
160,946  33 


507,179  89 


5,041  75 

16,193  37 

1,999  07 

550  70 
1,534  31 

100  00 
9,045  44 
9,316  44 


93,699.54 


634.37 

10,938.48 

444.77 

1,163.50 

13,396.90 


86,577.93 


99,079  98 


801  50 
90,379  15 

555  96 

1,454  38 

18,196  30 


9,466.07 

173.50 

30,740.33 

9,596.73 

4,481.45 


40,458.06 


41,387  99 


3,089  69 

916  87 

38,497  11 

3,945  91 

5,601  81 


964.73 


964.73 


4,957.91 

80.00 

98,356.05 

8,079.30 
56,718.85 
44,418.33 


141,909.74239,731.55 


7,819.09 


7,819.09 


19,089.91 


P0.34 
10,576.94 


93,746.49 


883.05 


397.43 


50,574  39     1,980.48 


473.96 


40.00 


513.96 


3,790.83 

795.08 

23,015.69 

3,115.80 
84,588.91 
19,700.50 
53,989.69 
41,395.05 


At  50  cts. 
per  acre. 


•Seres* 


69.78 


8,531.30 


At  35  cts. 
per  acre. 


•Acres. 


8,461.53  18,059.41 


18,059.41 


43.38 


963.65 
4,500.53 


11,531.43 

3,036.41 

8,438.35 

94,938.44 

308.60 

3,915.92 

5,971.43 

899.80 


57,959.68 


11,519  97 
8,032.69 


At  19|  cts. 
per 


■Acres. 
6,483.67 


6,483.67 


3,900.79 


3,900.79 


76,989.87 
5,430  64 
1,949.30 
1,079.64 


85,449.51 


9,731.67 
1,075.63 


79,049.67 
46,199.90 
34,106.10 
150,178.50 
11,369.41 


1,009.43  59,966.97 
9,645.46 


31,359.38382,638.43 


5,999.47 

110,438.54    13,414.38 


78.75 


5,507.56 


80.00 


80.00 


114.50 
10,006.63 


13,166.81 


6,583.71    89,175.90 

9,032.33j 
98,945.24 
34,333.64 


96,744.35 

43,683.10 

14,706.60153,057.96 

5,827.69144,891. 


197,076.45 
4,669.64 


1,850.47 

79.58 

3,496.00 


5,496.05 


81.44 
5,403.74 


9,936.31 


93,987.93   15,490.49 


187,634.68133,134.57500.193.11 


80.32 
720.48 


58,947.33 
31,371.96 
94,580.50 


9,376.09 


800.70 


939.50 
12,373.90 


117,975.941 


9,054. 
14, 197. 


1,911.: 


12,613.401  17,463.1 
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incidental  expenses  thereon ,  and  of  payments  into  the  treasury  on  account 
July  1,  1855,  and  ending  June  30,  1856. 


Owelty  told  at  gradu- 
ated prices,  and  am't 
received  for  the  tame. 


6,483.67 


Amount. 


Aggregate  quantity  told  at 
all  prices,  and  amount  re- 
ceived for  the  same. 


Acres, 


Amount. 


$810  56 


6,483.67 


3,900.72 


810  56 


400  11 


9,033.46 


$5,399  15 


Amount  received  in  mil* 
itary  bounty -land  scrip 
and  cash. 


Mil.  bounty- 
land  scrip. 


$61  66 


9,035.46 


3,987.95 
610.00 


5,900.7 


-1- 


400  11 


16,982.87' 
5,430.64. 
1.949  361 

98,074.53| 


9,696  71 
678  991 
944  91 

9,236  11 


3,897.25 


1.694.51:         1,049  69 


113,531.91       90,836  27 


81,143.79 
12,238.01 
27,590.56 
6l,300.13< 
165,207.55 
8,712.70 


356,212.74 


99,891.90 

5*984.14- 

* 857. 35, 

1^934.47) 

125, 591. Kl! 

31,695.02! 

176,255.67 

96,288.64 


20.535  53 
9,462  68 
30.031  5.-IJ 
36,086  :*)\ 
93,6**  66 
24,812  44 
107,466  38 
77,085  3» 


M3,598.79     399.110  35 


99,666  82. 

166,569.40^ 

167,764. 55> 

150,798.06 

922,836.06 

6,701.9* 

99.208.89 

46,653.19 


6.304  28 
63,810  78 
22.808  89 
1 9^607  75 
41.470  : 

1.599  86 
14.845  37 
28.361  24 


108,075.82 

58,689.71 

94,113.931 

196,103.59' 

170,230.49 

56,572.68 

288,427.52 

209,969.40 


1,182,183.25 


36,140.19 
179,523.2-2 
168,803.81, 
151,238.631 
224,059.09' 
6,781.97 

30. 845.24! 

48,508.341 


58.947.33, 
45,391  16 
25.469.fr> 
3.576.34 
12.953.03 


7.368  42 

16.955  91 

3.352  48 

1.898  34 

10.873  95 


146,328.48.      40,379  10 


59,581.60 
56,329.64 
25,905.39 
4,739.84 
26,349.23 


9,490.38.  443  XS\ 

42,863.81,       15.957  54- 


2,466.07 

2.663  88 

73.604.14 

2  596.73; 


94,711.94        15.:«2  111         29.193. 


*i 


5,299  15 


508  27 
1,020  58 


61  66 


1,528  77 


18,786  38 
17,605  95 
66,036  33 
55,666  07 
462,221  79 
12,750  12 


33  33 

431  41 

9,482  97 


633,066  64 


9,947  71 


39,440  75 

11,712  78! 

63,694  93, 

47,280  44' 

150,536  44 

71,279  54 

285.013  71 

237,331  65 


300  00 


767  58 


906,290  24         1,067  58 


Cash. 


$5,237  49 


558 

op 

ESC  K 


g.a 


5,237  49         1,097  8* 


508  27 
1,020  50; 


452  56 
979  17 


1,528  77         1,431  73 


18,786  38 
17,605  95 
66,003  00, 
55,234  66! 
452,738  82i 
12,750  12, 


3,003  37 
957  27 
1.828  92 
2,430  20 
2.884  55 
'588  37 


623,118  93 


39,440  75 

11,712  78 

63,694  93 

47,280  44 

150,236  44 

71,279  54  i 

284,246  13 

237,331  65 


11,346  03 

80.003  Oi 
24,107  96 
20,158  45 

43.004  70 
1,699  86 

16,890  81 
30,677  68 


100  00 


11,346  03 
79,903  05 
24, 107  96 
20, 158  45, 
43,004  70j 
1,699  86| 
16,890  81 
30,677  68! 


1,381  59 
5.996  44 
6,807  66 
4,897  96 
4,162  84 
4,041  38 
1,394  56 
2,370  01 


03,198.94.     198,808  561        815,898.48'        227.888  54 


100  00|    227,788  54=      31,052  44 


8,169  92 

37,335  06 

3,908  42 

3,282  72 

29,070  25 


8, 169  92 

37;  335  06! 

3,908  44, 

3,282  72! 

29,070  25' 


2,417  99l 
1,762  82j 
5.298  46 
732  28 
2,952  89 


172,905.?0|  81,766  39j 1      81,766  39,      13,164  44 


3,082  69 

660  20 

54,384  65 

3,245  91 
20.993  92 


3,082  69 

660  20 

54,384  65 

3,245  91 
20,993  92j 


1,385  16 
443  22 

3,098  44 
644  92 

1,378  24 


70,086.13       31,792  9H        110,524.21,  82,367  37]. 


82,367  37i        6,949  98 


$4,638  89 
3,068  74 

7,707  63 


1,649  45 

1,209  94 


2,859  39 


13,335  39 
16,155  77 
52,947  78 
45,643  95 
365,288  63 
14,998  67 


11,692  68 

508,370  10 

6.347  74 

39,670  00 

2,036  18 

11,117  00 

3,226  71 

71,800  57 

3,780  00 

42,543  41 

5,139  58 

151,247  13 

4,137  72 

67,047  95 

5,663  33 

296,422  48 

7,206  55 

245,368  37 

905,222  66!      37,539  81 i        925,216  91 


12,682  00 
78,050  59 
23,474  00 
2-2,861  63 
42,540  86 
2,093  08 
14,392  43 
31,911  61 


226,036  9$ 


5,503  45 

34,444  90 

4,000  00 

3,353  42 

23,849  00 


71,150  86 


4,229  99 
3,736  64 

48,747  57 
3,355  96 

16,045  00 

76,113  76 
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REPORT    OF   THE 


A. — Statement  of  public  lands 


Land  offices. 


KICBIOAN. 


Detroit 

Kalamazoo 

Qenesee 

Ionia 

Saut  Ste.  Marie 
Duncan 


Total 

▲1KAXSAS. 


Batesville.... 
Little  Rock.. 
Washington .. 
Fayetteville.. 

Helena , 

Glarksville.... 
Cfaampagnole 


Total 

PLOIIDA. 


Tallahassee., . 
St.  Augustine 
Newnamville 
Tampa 


Total 


IOWA. 


Dubuque . 

Fairfield 

Iowa  City 

Obariton 

Fort  Dei  Moines 
Council  Bluff*.. . 

Dacorrah 

Fort  Dodge 

Sioux  City 


Quantity  sold  in  first 
half  of  fiscal  year  at 
and  above  the  mini- 
mum price,  £  L  9ft.  and 
amount  received  for 
the  same. 


Quantity  sold  in  toe  first  half  of  the  fiscal 
graduated  prices. 


year  at 


Acre*. 


9,095.97 

1,107.77 
93,958  76 
31,860.80 
92,674.86 
99,533.74 


Amount. 


#3,431  61 
1,364  71 
35,649  49 
39,896  00 
98,343  68j 
37,459  33, 


At  8)1  per 
acre. 


•acres. 


AtTScts. 
per  acre. 


Acre*. 
9,930.80 


5,951.99 

98.648.18 


576. 81 ',    7,106.95 


110,760.90 


169.09 
4,004.99 
3,167.86 

OW.62 
1,890  68 

199.84 
9,091.66 


19,330.66 


3,679.73 

916.37 

4,047.90 

3, 198.98 


11,135.88 


146,087  81 


576.81 


906  36 

5,006  34) 
3,959  85| 
1,199  03' 
9,975  84; 
153  55> 
11,364  48. 


43,937.15 


160.74  164.66 

9,493.67:  840.00 

9,537.17!  5,117.85 

1,593.91'  3,409.30 
1,988.54 

334.60.  645.75 

8,436.79'  9,839.79 


94,158  34 


16,695.49'  13,017.98 


•••••• 


4,590  90 

970  33j... 
5,080  33!        933.93 
3,998  80,        319.73; 


1,099.41 
10,548.59 


13,940  36!        543.66   11,577.93 


Total, 


WISCAKSIIT. 


Mineral  Point . 

Menasha 

MUwaukie 

Hudson 

Stevens'  Point. 

La  Crosse 

Superior 


Total, 


CAIIPOIKIA. 


Benlcia..... 
Los  Angela 
Msxysvflle. 


949,379.98 

14,454x96 

97,931.46 

992,675.75 

905,361.03 

911,698.91 

38,365.14 

117,217.90 

19,003.95 


At  50  c  ta- 
per ?cre. 


•feres. 
98,881.49 

1,964  84 
46, 186  84 
93,171.94 


100,904.41 


933.94 

4,474.55 

8.193.13 

1.953.96 

'646.43 

80.00 

14,047.53 


99,697.84 


4,973.40 


6,909.35 


At  2*  cts. 
per  acre. 


Acre*. 

612.00 
9.667.03 


3.979.06 


1,877.991 
6,955.91 


1,600.00 

189.61 

6,749.01 


16,671.12 


65,344.88 


17,613.63 


11,175.75 


1,169,000.68 


146,543.64 
54,899.79 

9,408.00 
119,963.31 
154,779.74 
957,976.98 

6,460.69 


311.717  99 

18,067  83 

34,995  96 

365,883  08 

968,969  81 

964,908  90 

47,956  55 

154,491  13 

15,939  76 


9,153.991    8,347.36 
480.00         190.00 


763.68 


595.96 


1,481,453  93,    3,396.90 


736,031.38 


183,910  49 

69,935  84' 

3,095  70 

141,968  13s 

193.475  14 

399.476  33 
8,075  93 


40,887.11 
3,597  80 


9,063.32 


7,779.10 
190.00 


8,163.36 


17,769  36 


990,767  49  59,578.97;  95,668.46 


109.014.24 

103,331.7? 

40.00 


82,858.51 


At  19*  cts.' 
per  acre.  . 


•A 

9, 951  .Si 

•  • •    ••••«.) 

1,606.6* 


3,857  95, 


I 

9,043.9?. 

17,385.4* 
8,441.71 


1,548.17, 


33,419.9a 


1,899.69). 


1.6S9  69 


319.966.01 


Total 

■nnrnoTA  tumtobt. 


Bttllwater*... 
flank  Rapids. 
Brownsville. 
Minneapolis. 


60.753.71 

38,884.41 

171.090.67 

103,946.331 


75,949  14 

49,983  39 

914,864  54 

149,114  06 
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wld,  of  cash  received,  &c. — Continued. 


Quality  told  at  gradu- 
ated prices,  and  auit 
received  for  the  same. 

Aggregate  quantity  sold  at 
all  prices,  and  amount  re- 
ceived for  the  same. 

Amount  received  in  mil- 
itary bounty-land  scrip 
and  cash. 

• 
B 

& 

M 

3 

a 

3 

a 

■ 

t  paid  inro  the 
iry   during    the 
oif  of  the  fiscal 

Aeros. 

Amount. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

Mil.  bounty- 
land  scrip. 

Cash. 

B  •**  .• 

a  tk  •*  5 

33,975.90 
4,631.90 

$16,548  99 

1.649  30 

97,232  54 

33,071  97 

36,601.17 
5,739.67 
76,003.46 
83,680  32 
33,674.86 
37,316.50 

$19,979  89 
3,033  91 
69,889  03 
79,897  97 
98,343  68 
43,359  34 

#945  43 

#19,734  47 
3,033  91 
69,883  03 
73,897  97 
96,343  68 
43,539  17 

$1,465  59 
730  04 
9,711  45 
2,096  99 
1,400  11 
9,995  85 

4)19,734  40 
6,936  51 

53,043.70 

63,008  36 
71,736  77 

51,819.49 

19,579  00 
43,443  89 

7,683.76 

5,907  03 

830  17 

151,154.68 

84,409  01 

361,914.88 

930,496  89 

1,065  59 

990,431  33J      10,699  96 

933,740  86 

9,601.54 

1,538  14 
7.933  53 

13.091  3.) 

5,057  86 

9,305  3? 

696  31 

19,377  59 

9,779.63. 

1.744  sa 

1,744  50 

13,939  77 

17,051  10 

6,349  88 

4,481  11 

1,049  86 

30,649  07 

1,305*33 

9,495  58 

766  45 

935  36 

577  45 

1,814  75 

481  68 

97,000.99 

31,005. 9*          13,939  77 
33,719. Oil         17. nM  in 

17,635  39 

17,668  68 

5,444  64 

30,545.07 

i 

6, e 87. 17 

7,840.79 
6,903.63 
1,363.80 

6,349  88 
4,4*1  11 
1.040  HR 

5,663.14 
1,339.96 

4.939  44 
1,674  60 

3t  073. 05 

41,164  63          30,643  07 

98,679  47 

119,430.99 

49,999  95 

131,761.581          74. 1M  90 

74,158  99 

7,684  93           711.498  90 

-  -7  -— —    — 

._7  — _  __ 

79,047.97 

19,096  63 
773  *6 

15,639  94 
319  73 

75,790.70 
1,345.68 

38,636.33 
3,518.71 

93,617  54 
1,049  39 

90,790  37 
4,318  53 

93,617  S4 
1,049  39 

90,730  37 
4,318  53 

9,403  34 

688  &> 

1,375  30 

1,335  33 

93,617  54 

1,099.41 
34,588  43 

1,158  80 
18,591  84 

319.73 

5,048  60 

' 

107,985.54 

35,756  36         119.19149 

49,698  73 

49,698  73|       5,709  69J         48,417  78 

•» 

10,500.58 

600.00 

1,350.64 

8,413  74 

570  00 

1,910  65 

950,873.56 

15,054.96 

99,381.10 

993,675.75 

905,361.03 

911.638.91 

38,365.14 

117,917.30 

19,003.95 

* 

390,131  66 
18,637  83 
36.905  91 

365.883  08 

5,730  38 
765  68 

78  60 

O..Q74  00 

314,401  98 

17,873  14 

36,137  31 

363,908  18 

958,834  57 

954,037  53 

46.956  55 

708  80 
1,191  64 
1.807  90 
10;774  07 
3,193  46 
6,498  45 

1.A9A  QQ 

316,000  00 
18,053  00 
40,750  66 

490,418  60 

968,369  8l!        9.435  94 
964.908  90       101R71  37 

991,314  08 
315,604  50 

47,956  55 

154.491  13 

15,939  76 

1,700  00 

1,645  53 

400  00 

40,000  00 

; 

153.775  61         l  .ana  44 

45,500  00 
5,478  53 

14,839  76 

1,319  16 

■ 

19,460.93J      10,194  39 

1,181,460.90 

1,491,647  69 

33,601  69 

1,458,045  93 

98,439  91 

1,493,119  54 

140,901.35 

95,534  65 

60,978  65 

110  00 

996,444.99 
169,438.46 

9,568.00 
119,963  31 
173,549.10 
966,139.64 

6,460.69 

978,735  07 
130,914  49 

3,135  70 
141,988  19 
906,809  11 
330,639  69 

8,075  93 

978,735  07 
199,606  58 

3,135  70 
141,343  13 
906,380  94 
330,514  69 

8,075  93 

3,941  85 
9,989  88 

830  85 
3,376  11 
6,909  83 
9,841  83 

715  78 

983,947  79 

115,779  64 

5,360  51 

114,538.67 
160.00 

607  91 

95  00 
531  87 
195  00 

144,565  56 

17,760.36 
8,163.36 

13,396  97 
8,163  36 

916,041  99 

348,831  95 

36  87 

900,539.74 

178,103  63 

1,096,564.19 

1,008,871  19 

1,979  78 

1,097,591  34 

19,780  13 

1,114,469  84 

6,910  09 
3,680  00 
3,539  00, 

i 

13,147  09 

60,753.71 

33,884.41 

171  090  67 

75,949  14 

49,099  39 

914,064  54 

149,114  09 

100  00 

900  00 

95  00 

75,849  14 

49,793  33 

914,839  54 

149,114  08 

9,475  01 
9,950  90 
5,680  99 
5,196  051 

70,710  71 

44,987  44 

919,756  10 

136,984  08 

108,946.33 
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REPORT   OF   THR 


A — Statement  of  public  land* 


Land  officei. 

Quantity  sold    in  first 
balf  of  fiscal  year  at 
and  above  the  mini- 
mum price,  01 95,  and 
amount  received  for 
the  same. 

Quantity  told  in  the  Ant  half  of  the  fiscal  year  at 
graduated  price*. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

At  $1  per 
acre. 

At  75  cts. 
per  acre. 

AtSOcts.  1 
per  acre. 

At  95  cts. 
per  acre. 

At  19+  ct*.| 

per  acre. 1 

1 

mihkesota— Continued. 

Winona.            . .  ............ 

147,630.49 

Ai»_4ii  m 

•Acre*. 

•Acres. 

•acres. 

Jtcres. 

•Acres. 

1 

Red  Wine 

147,473.29,    190,781  93 

1 

1 

' 

Total t 

664,778  83;    856,037  98 

1 

OmraON  TERRITORY. 

8,813.36 

11,016  73 

1 

< 

8,813.36;      11,016  73 

1                  ' " 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

495.75 

819  69 

1 

1 
1 t 

KANSAS  TERRITORY. 

1 
■ 

i 

■ 

NEBRASKA  TERRITORY. 

|          1 

1                         ^ 

1 

i 

' 

RECAPIT 


States  and  Territories. 


Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Missouri 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Arkansas 

Florida 

Iowa 

Wisconsin 

California 

Minnesota  Territory., 

Oregon  Territory 

Washington  Territory. 

Kansas  Territory 

Nebraska  Territory.. . . 


Total, 


Quantity  sold  in  first 
half  of  fiscal  year  at 
and  above  the  mini- 
mum price,  ^l  25,  and 
amount  received  for 
the  same. 


Acres. 


9,551.79 

698.53 

949,680.83 

338,584  46 

92,699.54 

26,577.22 

40,958.08 

110,760.20 

19,330  66 

11,135.88 

,169,000.68 

736,031.38 


Amount. 


Quantity  sold  in  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal 
graduated  prices. 


year  at 


At  $1  per 
acre. 


At  75  eta. 
per  acre. 


664,778.83 

8,613.36 

495.75 


3,305,095.19 


#4,448 

1,198 

619,230 

507,179 

29,079 

41,387 

50,574 

146,087 

24,158 

13,940 

,461,453 

920,767 


59 
66 
37 
89 
98 
29 
39 
81 
34 
36 
23 
49 


•Acres. 


•Acres. 


856,037  28 

11,016  73 

619  69 


9)4. 

141,909. 

7,819. 

23,746. 

1,280. 

576. 

16,695. 

543. 

3,396. 

52,578. 


73        513. 

74999,731. 

02     5,507. 

80. 

93,987. 

43,937. 

13,017. 

11,577. 
9,063 

95,668. 


At50cts. 
per  acre. 


Jlcrt*. 


49 
48 
81 
49 
66 
90 
27 


96  8, 
55  57, 
56187, 
001  5, 
93,  15, 
15 100, 
28,29, 
93  11, 
32.... 
46212, 


At  25  eta. 
per  acre. 


•Acres. 


531.30 
959.66 
624.68 
426.05 
420.49 
204.41 
627.84 
175.75 


18,039.41 

31,359.37 

122,124.5 

800.70 

12,613.40 

3,279.06 

16,671.12 

82,856.51 


286.01 


At  19+  eta. 
per  acre. 


•Acres. 

6.483.67 

3,900.73 

8L, 449.51 I 

382,638.49 

500,193.11. 

117,975.94: 

17,463.83 

3.857.25 

36,419.96 

1,829.69 


4,700,150  10448,531.59361,665.14698,256.21  287,766.14 


1,154,733.70' 
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0/  cask  received,  Ac. — Continued. 


Quantity  mid  at  gradu- 
ated pricey  au*f  aunt 
recti*  ed  for  the  saane. 

Aggregate  uuantfty  add  at 
all  price*,  and  amount  re- 
ceived far  the  ame. 

Ami  received  in  mili- 
tary bounty-tend  scrip 
and«aak. 

Incidental  expenaea. 

c  c  • 
■""x5 

Amount. 

Amount. 

MU.  uuunty- 
iand  aenp. 

Ceah. 

1  s  -  a 

§*  6  5 

< 

147,690.41 

aiaq.  4ii  m 

#700  60 
.....; 

0188,711  97 
190,781  23 

$5,739  90 
4,951  63 

#181,993  99 
193,831  71 

i 

147,473.29]        190,781  93 

* i 



6M.778.83j        856,037  98 

1,095  00 

855,012  38 

96,933  ?S 

849,493  H 

6,813.36 

ll,OM  71 

11,016  79 

3,019  11 

I 

4,408  01 

8,813.36!         11.016  73"     

11,016  73 

3,019  11 

4,408  01 

460.75 

619  €9 

619  69 

3,580  80 

I 

| 



> 

i 

1 

1 

ULATION. 


6.483.67 

3.990  79 
113,531  9f 


198  64 
146.248.48 

79,666. 13 
151. 1M.68 
111.4311.99 
107.9*5  54 

19.469.99 
9M.5J9.74j 


Aggregate  quantity  *old  at 
all  price*,  and  amount  re- 
ceived far  the  same. 


1610  56 

400  II 

90,836  97 

399,110  35 

198,808  56 

40,  79  10 

31,799  98 

84,44V  01j 

49,999  95 

35.758  36 

10.194  39 

178,103  63 


9,035.46 

3,697.95 

356,919.74 

1, 189. 183.95 

845,898.46 

179,905.70 

119,594.91 

961,914.88) 

131,761.58, 

119,191.49 

1,181,460.90 

1,096,564.19 


Amount 


Ant  received  In  mili- 
tary bounty-land  scrip 
and  cash. 


Mil.  bounty- 
land  scrip. 


05,999 

1,598 

633,066 

906,990 

927,868 

81,766 

8*2,367 

930,496 

74. 158 

49,698 

1,491,647 

1,098,871 


15 
77 
64 
94 
54 
30 
37 
89 
99 
73 
69 
19 


061  66 


9,947  71 

1,067  56 

100  00 


664,776.63, 
6,813.36' 
"►.75 


656,037  98 

11,016  73 

619  69 


1,065  59 


33,601  69 
1,979 


781 


1,095  00 


Oa*h. 


05,937  49 

1.598  77 

693,118  93 

905,993  66 

937,788  54 

81,166  39 

89.367  37 

990,431  94 

74.158  39 

49,698  73 

1,458.045  93 

,097,591  34 


855.019  98 

11.016  73 

619  69 


• 


4 


01,097  8i 

1,431  ?: 

11.699  68 

37,539  81 

31,059  44 

13. 164  44 

6,949  98 

10,629  96 

7,  ¥84  93 

5,709  63 

98.44191 

19,780  13 

13. 147  02 

96.-223* 

3.019  11 

3,580  80 


07,707  63 

2.859  39 

506,370  16 

925.316  91 

9*,  038  90 

71. 150  65 

76; 113  76 

993,740  86 

76,498  90 

48,417  76 

1,493.119  54 

1,114,469  64 


849,493  19 
4,408  61 


9,680,979.7311,050,663  « 


6,676,567.93  5,750,753  38 


48,149  01 


5,709,604  37 


991,337  35  5,699,593  89 
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B. — Statement  of  public  lands  sold,  of  cash,  dkc. ,  received  therefor,  of 

count  thereof  in  the  second  half  of  the  fiscal  year 


Quantity  told  in  second 
half  of  fiscal  year  at 
and  above  the  mini- 
mum price,  £  1  95.  and 
amount  received  for 
theaame. 


Amount. 


onto. 


Chflhcotbe. 


IMDlAMA. 


Vlnoeimes ,  ■ , 
fndianapolia.. 


Total. 


ILLINOIS. 


Springfield 
Danville.. 


Total. 


KIMOUBl. 


St.  Louis.. 
Fayette . . . 
Palmyra . . 
Jackson . . 
Warsaw .. 
Springfield 
Flattsburg. 
Milan 


Total. 


ALABAMA. 

St.  Stephens 

Greenville,  late  Cahaba 

Hunuville 

Tuscaloosa 

Rlba 

Demopolis 

Montgomery 

Lebanon 


•  •••••• 


Total. 


Mississippi. 


Washington. 
Augusta.... 
Jackson . .. 
Grenada 
Columbus.. 


Total. 


771.13 


LOUISIANA. 


New  Orleans. 
Opelonsas . . . 

Monroe 

Greenshurg . . 
If  achitochea . 


Total. 


MICHIOAK. 


Detroit .... 
Kalamazoo 


8,807.08 


8,697.00 


81,030.05 
14,811.30 


95,841.95 


0,480.79 
1,565.67 
94,619.59 
10,974  66 
58,484.83 
95,065.66 
80,696.96 
119,686.61 


330,576.65 


1.105.89 

7,783.71 
1,257.93 
999.85 
488.13 
980.49 
801.51 
9,149.66 


14,859.40 


353.84 
5,169.05 

965.90 
1,195.85 
6,654.73 


14,969.37 


646.09 

3,997.48 

94,067.46 

9,954.37 

3,440.86 


34,356.96 


1,860.89 

976.53 

9,036.81 


#1,341  99 


11,499  67 


11,499  67 


193,005  91 
30,987  71 


993,469  99 


19,358  39 

1,987  08 

39,^33  15 

15,003  60 

74,918  38 

49,595  58 

134,615  00 

160,795  99 


Quantity  sold  in  the  second  half  of  the 
graduated  prices. 


fiscal  year  at 


At  SI  per 

acre. 


940.00 


940.00 


1,039.46 


1,039.46 


1,909.86 


473,837  03 


1,439  94 
9,799  64 
1,571  54 
1,941  06 
610  16 
350  53 
1,001  89 
9,715  33 


18,659  37 


449  30 
8,934  81 
1,907  37 
1,407  31 
8,857  44 


90,819  93 


807  61 

4,034  35 

30,109  33 

3,699  96 

4,301  08 


49,945  33 


9.989  99 

1,930  55 

15,378  W 


30.  KB.  43 
11,969.91 
98,590.54 
37,933.37 


At  75  eta. 
per  acre. 


J&cru. 


1,631.91 


1,831  01 


181.76 


185.76 


3,466.33 

300  00 

10,775  70 

4,490  89 
67,451.17 
99.468.00 
18,609.40 
93,917.59 


At  50  ets. 
per  acre. 


J&cru. 


40.00 


40  00 


4,176.80 


4,176  80 


£9,849.11 158,379  08 


977.59 


439.94 

40.00 

8,455.03 


140  33 
40.00 


9,919.49 


7,974.09 

56.00 

564  76 

4,594.07 


13,118  99 


39.91 
.19 


159.84 


495.87 


377.93 
3,505.76 


7,774.88 
3,419.™ 
9,017.54 
94,100.80 
600.00 
9,980.68 
3,544  96 
1,014.19 


At  25  els. 
per  acre. 


At  19|  efs. 

per  acre. 


adCVSS. 


•dcrcf. 
590.91 


5,049 


5,049 


3 


9,306.08!    4,636.95 


9,306.06,    4,638.95 


7,940.3»  94.536. 1! 


8,441.53 


i  •  •  •  •  •  i 


4,517  9» 


31,539. 
10,991 

139,846.371 


1,971.97;    2,480.1- 


940.00 


6,089.61 
1,360.  »i 


45,445.75  97,710.46196,143.7 


3  ft  jo  <n 
,  Wf.uul 

59,717.44 


78.96 
3,018.46 


11,844  69 
99,590  56' 


4,199.01 


9.154.94 
16.671.95 


10,380.76115.356.67 
3,089.58  93,689.91 


33,158.96 


4,063.39101,193  36  49,791.31 


441  951 
5,943.87 


5,690.83 


305.99 


305.291 


1,751.391 


1,751.39 


421  54 
559.1 


3- 


3,350.96 
4,691.98 


11,305.95     3,559.91;    8,049.94 


89.14 


791.73 


9,579.241 


37.936.58 
9,554.57 


273,663.99 


11,049.09 

7,770.37 

13,354- 


9.065.81 


34,959.73 


5,437. 


7,756.1 


9,930.79' 


6,787  06 

1,635.99 

17,035.43 


58.38 
1,705.94 
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incidental  expenses  thereon,  and  of  payments  into  the  treasury  on  ao- 
commencing  July  1, 1855,  and  ending  June  30, 1856. 


Quantity  void  at  gradu- 
ated prices  and  ain't 
received  fbt  the  same. 


Acres. 


590.91 


Amount. 


$65  04 


Aggregate  quantity  told  at 
all  price*  and  amount  re- 
ceived for  the  same. 


Acres. 


1,291.34 


Amount. 


£1,409  96 


Amount  received  in  mil- 
itary bounty-land  scrip 
and  cash. 


Mil.bounty 
land  scrip 


Cash. 


#1,409  96 


M 


a 
« 

a 


#668  46 


03     •     .* 

Hi 

o  *  ** 
Jflsl 


#1,931  14 


7,161.14 


9,985  08 


16,056.29 


13,694  75 


13,694  75 


1,118  64 


7,161.14 


9,265  08 


16,058.93 


13,694  75 


13,694  75 


1,116  84 


19,347.05 


4,518  61 


93,377.10 
14,811.90 


197,713  89 
30,287  71 


#99166 


196,799  16 
30,287  71 


5,536  93 
125  34 


19,347.05 


4,518  61 


108,188.30 


228,001  53 


991  66]        927,009  87 


43,017.73 
33,593.60 
94,268.09 
169,955.35 
99,655.01 
43,711.59 
57,087.57 
54,225.97 


11,733  62 
6.534  17 
II, 57V  45 
32,779  09 
79,369  19 
34,914  98 
45, 164  98 
46,547  59 


49,498.44 

35,159.28 

48,907  60 

173,930.01 

151,139.83 

68,777.25 

137,766.53 

166,911.91 


24,091  94 
8,521  25 

43.912  60 

47,782  69 
146.587  57 

77,510  56 
179,779  98 
207,273  51 


900  00 
459  08 


24,091  94 
8,521  95 

43,919  60 

47,782  69 
146,387  58 

77.510  56 
179.327  90 
907,273  51 


511,514.20 


961,623  07 


832,090.65 


735,460  10        659  08 


13, 236. W 
73,691.40 
195,914.95 
95,858.45 
72,404.00 
2,994.51 
12,961.85 
41,481.35 


3,920  69 
99.520  72 
17,967  99 
19,398  12 
14,202  30 
759  96 

6,945 
95,844 


14,349.78 
81,405.11 
197,179.18 
96,851.30 
72,899.13 
3,974.93 
13,063.36 
43,694.01 


4,659  93 
39,950  36 

18,838  83 
13,6.9  18 
14,819  46 
1, 109  78 
7,947  11 
98,559  95 


734,808  02 


4,659  93 
39,950  36 
18,838  83 
13,639  18 
14,812  46 
1, 109  78 
7,247  11 
98,559  95 


437,773.40 


109,458 


11,049.03 

16,049.75 

15,161.85 

564.76 

6,609.93 


459,625.80 


128,110  60 


1,381  1.1 
9,098  09] 
9,163  15] 
564  76| 
4,784  80j 


11,409.87 
91,918.80 
16,197.75 
1.690.61 
13,264.66 


1,893  43 

16.039  83 

3,370  59 

1,979  07 

13,649  94 


49,435.32 


17,991  86 


5,989.01 
16,927.99 


1,631  65 
6,361  10 


8,980.77 


5,749  69 


31,160.77 


6,981.09 

3,341.93 

19,313.0* 


13,735  44 


4,154  97 

1,944  49 

10,190  49 


63,704.69 


38,841  09 


128, 1 10  60 


1,823  43 

18,032  83 

3,370  52 

1,972  07 

13.642  94 


38,841  09 


646.09 
9,179  49 

40,315.45 
2,954.37 

19,491.63 


10,141.84 

3,618.46 

96,349.89 


807  61 
5,666  00 

36,470  49 
a,  699  96 

10,043  77 


807  61 
5,666  00 

96,470  42 
3,6P9  98 

10,043  77 


65,517  03    56,680  76 


7,144  19 

9,475  04 

25,568  57 


95  00 


56,660  76 


7,119  19 

9,475  04 

25,568  571 


5,662  27 


1,659  72 
1,446  96 
1,860  22 
1,910  73 
4,804  45 
4,012  88 
4,782  51 
4,647  47 

95,324  24 


511  17 
1,076  56 

903  86 
9,484  73 
1,098  89 

540  52 
1,066  51 
9,199  70 


11,156  96 


11,156 


934,559  59 
116,621  77 


351, 174  36 


91,170  00 
8,305  67 

40,799  16 

54,378  57 
142,061  33 

80,806  00 
161,249  05 
908,776  59 


717,539  39 


9,741  87 


5,949  47 

30,779  63 
90,231  70 
13,203  10 
14,465  96 
310  00 
7,390  36 
31,890  37 

123,436  61 


9,916  88 
993  37 
892  98 
799  08 

9,383  36 


4,457  37 

91,159  84 

7,665  36 

9,165  04 

92,387  49 


7,915  69 


57,835  It 


708  27 
657  89 

3,567  01 
622  96 

1.016  17 


4,905  43 
98,779  96 

4,029  95 
14,969  56 


6,599  30 


52,683  50 


850  45 

717  96 

1,960  37 


7.119  19 

1,952  98 

95,245  OJ 
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B. — Statement  of  public  lands 


Land  office*. 


Michigan— Continued. 


Ionia 

Saut  8te.  Marie. 
Duncan 


Total. 


ARKANSAS. 


Batesville.... 
Little  Rock  .. 
Washington  . 
Fayetteville.. 

Helena 

Clarksville..  . 
Cbampagnole. 


Total. 


FLOaiDA. 


Tallahassee . . 
St.  Augustine 
Newnansville. 
Tampa 


Total, 


IOWA. 


Dubuque 

Iowa  Jity 

Chariton 

Fort  Dei  Moines 

Council  Bluffs 

Osage,  lnte  Dncorrah . 

Fort  Dodge 

Sioux  City 


Total. 


WISCONSIN. 


Mineral  Point. 

Menasha 

Hudson 

Stevens'  Point. 

La  Crosse 

Superior 


Total. 


c  a  li  roam  a. 


Benicia 

Los  Angeles. 
Marysville . . 


Tota' 


MINNESOTA  TsaaiToaT. 


Stillwater 

Sauk  Rapids 

Chatfleld,lMte  Brownsville. 

^Minneapolis 

Winona 

Red  Wing 


Total 


Quantity  sold  In  second 
half  of  fiscal  year  at 
and  above  the  mini- 
mum price,*;  I  25.  and 
amount  received  for 
the  same. 


Acres. 


98,943.50 

2.753  55 

19,300.92 


54,472.13 


559.36 
4,311.16 
9,444.06 
1,321.96 
1,492.31 

122  71 
6,418.71 


16,663.97 


9,301.69 
115.13 

7,965.84 
1,136.69 


10,819.35 


10,191.85 
1,767.20 

134,795.21 
61,481.85 
28,158.88 

135.645  69 
85,813.96 
14,723.42 


479,778.06 


64,143.01 
56,196.59 
86,783.43 
71,865.28 
159, 435.35 
9,320.84 


447,744.50 


Amount. 


Quantity  sold  in  the  second  half  of  the  fiscal  year  at 
graduated  prices. 


At  $1  per '  At  75  cts. 
acre.       per  acre. 


$35,057 

3,441 

15,e57 


32* 
95 
68 


•Arret. 


167  60 


•acrcf. 
18,557.99 


662.82 


74,955  51 1        949.74 


690 

&»8 
3,055 
1,659 
1,865 
153 
8,023 


J 

95 
09 
74! 
39 
38! 
40 


22,233  32 


445  99  80.00 

1,080.34  480.00 

1,758.31  1,829.06 

1,170.081  5,164.39 

1,039.19' 

282.821  608.27 

3,794.59  1,940.00 


90,829  40     9,501.30 


9,877  01 
163  95 


9,401.72 


240.24 


9,442  03        758.7»    7,751.96 
1,420  88         116.74 


13,903  87 


13,979  96 

2,935  07 

168,666  31 

80,587  81 

63,083  77 

169,  £07  38 

108, 185  07 

18,450  82 


875.46 


404.70 


40  00 


691,976  19        504.70 


86,395  73  8,918.67 

72,007  70    945.09 
108,479.96 

83,  520  99  ...••• 
199,822  62  3,161.19 

11,649  88 


7,992.20 


3,076.57 


3,076.57 


8,581.32 


6,623.86 


567,876  18.  13,024.88 


49,387.60 
15, 828.  f 
6?,232.j 
35,242  ( 
117,146.96 
59,514.03 


J. 


337,351.84 


52,968 
92,432  09 
84,066  36 
44,537  69 
146,433  69 
74,392  61! 


494,840 


1' 


15,905.18 


At  50  cts. 
per  acre. 


•Aeycs. 
5,760.83 


31,219.31 


9,495.51 
9,318.98 
5,716.55 
9,350.28 
497.93 


25,691.36 


9,910.96 
5,650.01 


7,B60.97 


13,068.94 
93,044.58 


At  95  cts. 
per  acre. 


•seres. 


1,764.32 


At  194  <*». 
per  acre. 


Jtcm* 


618.52 


767.091  31,850  99 

971.00     7,925.92] 

1,921.701    5,616.93 


1,558  77 

246  14 

4,476.51 


1,514. 


»l 


9,941.92 


19,519.97 

t  •  •  e       ■  •  •  . 

10,515.97 


93,035.94     1,199 


46,906.43 


1,199.39 


L39I 


36,113.59 
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9cidy  of  cash  received,  <4c— Continued. 


Quantity  told  at  gradu- 
ated prices  and  am*t 
received  Tor  the  nine. 


Amount. 


94,316.81    $16,798  90 


830.49j 


664  79 


56,085.21,      33,050  86 


35,569.51 

19,776.94 

16.849.63! 

8,694  73, 

4,540.48 

1,137.33; 

9l,883.91> 

101,444  03 


5,895  25 
3,833  37 
7,170  97 
6,933  49 
1,839  16 
800  55 
11,994  76 


37,750  55 


15,991.93 
940.94J 

94,676  66 
116.74 


4,383  96 
100  07 

19,098  71 
116  74 


40,955.56)       16,707  50 


3,541.97 


9,779  14 


4O.0OJ 


3,561.97 


40  00 


9,819  14 


91,987  61 
39,570.99, 


15.453  15 
18,903  44 


6,6-23.  t* 
3,161.19 


5.098  95 
3,161  19 


64,343.58|      49,545  96 


Aggregate  quantity  sold  at 
all  prices  and  amount  re- 
ceived for  the  same. 


59,569  39 

9,753  55 

13,131.34 


110,557.34 


36,191.87 
17,087.40 
19,386.69 
10,016.69 
6,039  79 
1.359.94 
98,301  99 


118,107.30 


18,933.61 

355.37 

31,949.50 

9,353.43 


51,774  91 


13,733.19 
1,767.90 

134,795.91 
61,481.85 
98,158.88 

135,885.69 
85,813.96 
14,733.49 


Amount. 


Amount  received  in  mil* 
itary  bounty-land  scrip 
and  cash. 


86,130.69 
88,767.58 
88,783.43 
78,489.14 
169,596.47 
9,330.84 


MU.bounty 
land  scrip. 


459,856  33 
3  441  95 
16^533  40      $400  00 


108,008  37,        495  00 


6,585  70 
9,333  39 

10,336  08 

7,876  33 

3,697  55 

953  94! 

90,018  15 


58,579.95. 


7,961  00 

344  00 

91,466  00 

1,537  63 

30,611  38| 


16,053  10 

3,935  07' 

168,666  3l! 

80.587  8li 

63,083  77' 
169,847  38, 
108, 185  07i 

18,450  89, 


950  58 

3,181  83 

5,673  37 
3,419  68 
3,348  14 


476,359.33        697,788  33,  14,473  60 


101,848  88 

90.911  14 
108,479  26 

94,549  34 
903,983  74     9,947  00 

11,649  88 


900  00 
758  43 


512,088.08!       610,499  14     3,905  4.'< 


49,387.60 
15,898.031 
67,932.59! 
35,949.631 
117,146.96 
59,514.031 


52,988  09 
99,439  091 
84,056  36 
44,537  69 
146,433  60 
74,399  61 


1,377  78 

900  00 

1,990  53 


319  50 


337,351.84,        494,840  53     3,110  81 


Cash. 


$53,856  99 

3,441  95 

16,132  40 


107,583  37 


6,585  70 
9,333  33 

10,336  06 

7,876  93 

3,697  55 

953  94 

90,018  15 


58,579  95 


7,961  00 

344  09 

91,468  74 

1,537  62 


30,611  38 


16,059  10 

9,935  07 

187,715  73 

77,405  98 

63,063  77 
164, 174  01 
195,765  39 

16,902  68 


613,314  73 


101,648  88 
90,711  14 

107,790  63 
94,549  24 

900,736  74 
11,649  88 


607,916  71 


$1,629  24 

763  79 

1,131  25 


6,353  06 


1,300  37 

1,017  82 

1,067  29 

856  00 

808  65 

5:«3  21 

1,575  90 


7, 169  14 


818  48 

537  85 

1,799  83 

539  93 


3,683  03 


743  33 
738  01 
3.614  60 
3.302  44 
9.330  50 
5,795  37 
2,060  10 
1,770  87 


19,345  11 


1,451  76 
9,441  55 
1,992  60 
9,336  34 
4,834  31 
534  62 


13,575  08 


9,638  95 
1,506  00 
5,651  90 


9,785  45 


51,610  31 
99.239  09 
83,835  83 
44,537  69 
146,191  19 
74,399  61 


9,311  13 
1,853  94 
1,606  22 
1,159  18 
2,608  b6 
3,470  02 


491,799  73       13,009  35 


$56,065  40 

9,159  00 

19,130  W 


103,969  79 


5,655  99 

7,994  90 
9,859  00 
8,939  97 
3,838  59 
1,089  61 
94,466  79 


61,136  00 


3,990  79 

399  39 

95,063  73 

339  78 


96,936  09 


14,000  00 

7,069  80 

179.989  57 

73,568  09 

67, 160  60 
168,838  99 
190,000  00 

34,371  09 


795,005  97 


98.311  14 
104,238  95 
110.887  56 
10^,913  65 
908,261  90 
7,000  00 


637,511  80 


56,264  35 
16,944  79 
80,454  19 
33,710  04 
154, 156  74 
72,897  68 


414,497  79 
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Land  oflcw. 

Quantity  sold  in  second 
naif  of  fiscal  year  at 
and  above  the  mini- 
mum price,  9]  95,  and 
amount   received   for 
the  same. 

Quantity  sold  in  (he  second  half  of  the  fiscal  year 
at  graduated  price*. 

Aerea. 

Amount. 

At  $1  per 

acre. 

At  75  eta. 
per  acre. 

At  50  eta. 
per  acre. 

At95ets.  At  19ft  eta. 

per  acre,   per  acre. 

i 

OKEeOM  TEBRITOBY. 

3,858.09 
3,737.93 

$3,573  61 
4,679  45 

•Acres. 

•Acres. 

•Acres. 

■Acres. 

•feres. 

Total.... 

6,596.02 

8,345  06 

WAIBIlfSTON  TBMIITOET. 

1 

KANSAS  TEEBITORT. 

i 

HBBUASXA  TEBBITOBT. 

1 

B— RECAPIT 


States  and  Territories. 


Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Missouri 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Michigan , 

Arkansas 

Florida , 

Iowa 

Wisconsin.... 

California , 

Minnesota  Territory. . 

Oregon  Territory 

Washington  Territory 

Kansas  Territory 

Nebraska  Territory. .. 


Total, 


Quantity  sold  in  second 
half  of  fiscal  year  at 
and  above  the  miai- 
mum  price,  $1  95.  and 
amount  received  for 
the  same. 


Aerea. 


771 

8,897 

95,841 

330,570 

14,859 

14,969 

34,356 

54,479 

16,663 

10,819 

472,778 

447,744 


Amount. 


.13 

08 

.95 

.65 

.40 

.37 

.96 

13 

.97' 

.35 

06' 

.50 


Quantity  sold  in  the  second  half  of  the  fecal  year 
at  graduated  prices. 


At  $1  per 
acre. 


111,344  99 

I 1,499  67 

993,483  93> 

473,837  03 

18,659  37 

90,849  93 

49,945  39 

74,955  51 

90,899  40 

13,903  87 

624,976  19 

567,876  18 


•aCTCf. 


At  75  cts. 
per  acre. 


•Acres. 


337,351 
6,596 


.84 
.09 


940.00 

1,039.46 

89,849.11 

9,919.49 

13,118.99] 

495.87 

949. 741 

9,501.30, 

875.46 

504.701 

13,094.88, 


1,831.91 

185.76 

158,379.08 

4,063.32 


494,840  53! 
8,945  06 


11,305.95 

99,933.39 

9,401.79 

7,999A0 

3,076.57 

15,905.18 


At  50  cts. 
per  acre. 


At  95  cts. 
per  acre. 


•feres. 


•Acre*. 


40  00 

4,176.80 

45,445.75 

101,192.36 

305.99 

3,559  91 

31,919.31' 

95,691.36 

7,800.97 


9,306. 
91,710. 
49,791. 

1,751. 

8.049. 

1.764 

9,941. 
93,035 


At  1SV  eta. 
per  acre. 


08 
46 
31 
39 
24 
39 
99 
94 


36,113.59 


1,835,969.319,598,168  90138,104.93933,668.01 


.Ares. 

590  91 
5,049  S3 
4,636.95 
196,143.79 
973,653.99 
34,959.79 
7,756.80 
618.59 
40,908.43 
1,199.39 


955,534.57  118,979.96570,741.98 
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$M}  qfea*h  received,  Ac. — Continued. 


Quantity  *oM   at  grad- 
uated price*,  and  ami 
received  for  Ibe  came. 

Aggregate  quantity  eold  at 
all  prices,  and  amount  re- 
ceived 6>r  the  aame. 

Amount  received  in  mil- 
itary bounty  land  scrip 
and  cash. 

• 

1 

3 

a 

Mi 

Z  • 

*►£ 
SI3 

ill 

Acre*.      1    Amount. 

Acre*. 

Amount. 

Mil.  bounty 
land  scrip. 

Caen. 

j 

9,856.00 
3,737.93 

#3,572  61 
4,679  45 

•3,679  61 
4.679  45 

#9,533  57 
3,871  71 

i      

| 

6,508.09 

6,945  09 

8,945  06 

6,305  98 

J 

4 
1 

' 

3,039  59 

#1,313  66 

• 

• 

- 

1 

i 

ULATION. 


•aid  at  grad-   Aggregate  quantity  told  at 
price*,  and  ain't '     all  price*,  and  amount  re- 
fer the  aame.        ceived  for  the  flame. 


.91 
7.161.14 
I*.  347  OS 

511.514.90 

437.773 


Amount. 


Acres. 


9,965 


04 
08 
4,518  611 
961,693  07| 
106,458  93! 
17.991  86 
13,735  44 
33,053  85 
37,750  55 
16,767  56 
9,819  14 
45,545  96 


1,961  34 

16,098  99 

108,188.30 

839,060.85 

459,695.80 

63,764.60 

65,517.03 

110,557.34 

118,167.30 

51,774  61 

476,399.33 

519,068.08 


337,351.84 
6,566.09 


#1,409 

13,664 

998,001 

735,460 

198,110 

36.841 

56,6*0 

108,008 

56,579 

30,611 

697,788 

610,499 


96 
75 
53 
10 
60 
09 
76 
37 
05 
38 
33 
14 


Amount  received  in  mil- 
itary bounty  land  scrip 


Mil  bounty1 
land  scrip. 


Cash. 


•991  66 
652  08 


495  06 


14,473  60 
3,905  43 


•1,409  96 

13,604  75 

997,009  67 

734,808  09 

198,110  60 

38,841  09 

56,680  76 

107,563  37 

58,579  95 

30, 6  H  38 

613,314  73 

607,216  71 


494,840  53 
6,945  06 


3,110  84 


491,799  79 
8,945  06 


6)668  46 
1,118  64 
5,669  97 

95,394  94 
9,741  87 
7,915  69 
6,599  30 
6,353  06 
7, 169  14 
3,689  07 

19,345  11 

13,575  08 
9,785  45 

13,009  35 
6,398  98 
3,039  59 


Mi 


m 


t  1,931  14 
1,156  96 
351,174  36 
7)7,539  36 
193,436  61 
57,835  16 
82,6*3  56 
103,969  76 
61,136  00 
38.93*69 
795,005  97 
637,511  66 

'414,'497  79 


I  •«  ■•  •< 


1,316,311.74  549,536  34 


3,159,311.06 


3,070,693  65 


99,658  56  3,047,835  97 


136,363  73 


3,988,051  64 
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D. 

Estimate  of  appropriations  required  for  ike  office  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1858. 


For  salary  of  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  per  act  July  4,  1836, 
5Lwi,  p.  Ill,  section  10 

For  salary  of  recorder,  per  act  March  3,  1857,  5  Laws,  p.  164 

For  salary  of  chief  clerk,  per  act  March  3,  1853,  10  Laws,  p.  21 1 

For  salary  of  two  principal  clerks  (one  of  each)  on  private  land  claims  and 
sorveys,  per  act  of  July  4,  1836,  5  Laws,  p.  Ill 

For  salary  of  three  clerks  of  the  fourth  class,  at  $1,800  each,  per  act  March  3, 
1855,  10  Laws,  p.  209,  section  3 

For  salary  of  twenty* three  clerks  of  the  third  class,  at  $1 ,600  each,  per  act  of 
April  22,  J&>4,  10  Laws.p.  276 

For  salary  of  forty  clerks  of  the  second  class,  at  $1 ,400  each,  fame  act..... . 

For  salary  of  forty  clerks  of  the  first  class,  at  $1 ,200  each,  tame  act 

For  salary  of  draughtsman  and  assistant  draughtsman,  fame  act 

For  salary  of  two  packers,  per  acts  of  July  4,  1836,  and  April  22,  1854,  5 
Laws,  p.  Ill,  and  10  Laws,  p.  276,  at  $600  each 

For  compensation  of  principal  clerk  of  private  land  claims,  as  superintendent 
of  Chickasaw  business,  per  act  of  March  3,  1851,  9  Laws,  p.  616 

For  salary  of  one  principal  messenger,  per  joint  resolution  of  August  18,  1856. 

For  salary  of  one  messenger  and  three  assistant  messe  <gers,  per  same  resolu- 
tion, at  $700 

For  salary  of  six  laborers,  per  same  resolution,  at  P  00  each 

For  salary  of  six  night  watchmen,  for  rooms  occupied  by  General  Land  Office 
in  Patent  Office  building,  per  act  August  18,  1856,  at  $600  each 

For  salary  of  one  day  watchman 


$3,000  00 
2,000  00 
2,000  00 

3,600  00 

5,400  00 

36,800  00 

56,000  00 

48,000  00 

3,000  00 

] ,200  00 

250  00 
840  00 

2,800  00 
3,600  00 

3,600  00 
600  00 


Additional  appropriations  under  military  bounty  act  of  March  3,  1855, 
and  heretofore  provided,  per  act  of  August  18,  1856,  making  appro- 
priationSy  &c. 


For  salary  of  one  principal  clerk  as  director  of  division. 

For  salary  of  one  clerk  of  third  class,  at  $1 ,600 • 

For  salary  of  four  clerks  of  second  class,  at  $1 ,400  .«••• 

Porsalsry  of  forty  clerks  of  1st  class,  at  $1,200 

For  salsry  of  two  additional  laborers,  at  $600,  per  joint  resolution  of  August 

18,  1856 .... 

Provided  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  at  his  discretion  shall  be,  and  he 
»  hereby,  authorized  to  use  any  portion  of  said  appropriation  for  piece  work, 
or  bv  the  day,  week,  month  or  year,  at  such  rate  or  rates  as  he  m»y  deem 
jest  and  fair. 


I 


$2,000  00 
55,2t0  00 

1,200  00 
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REPORT    OF  THE 


E. 

Estimate  of  appropriations  required  to  meet  contingent  expenses  of  the 
office  of  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1858. 


For  cash  system  and  military  patents  under  laws  prior  to  September  23, 
1850,  patent  and  other  records,  tract  books  and  blank  books  for  this 
and  the  district  land  offices,  binding  plats  and  field  notes,  stationery, 
furniture,  and  repairs  of  same,  and  miscellaneous  items,  including  two 
of  the  city  daily  newspapers,  to  be  filed,  bound,  and  preserved  for  the 
use  of  the  office,  &c... 

For  contingent  expenses  under  swamp  land  acts  of  September  28,  1850, 
and  March  22,  1852,  and  act  of  August  31,  1852,  for  the  satisfaction  of 
Virginia  land  warrants • 

For  contingent  expenses  under  act  of  March  3,  1855,  granting  bounty  land, 

ifc,  and  amendatory  act  of  May  14,  1856. 

For  patents,  patent  and  other  record*,  stationery  and  miscellaneous  items 
on  account  of  bounty  lands  under  said  acts. • 

For  records  and  patents  for  donation  and  other  claims  on  the  Pacific  slope 
and  elsewhere  .•••• • 

For  fuel,  lights,  and  incidental  expenses  attending  the  same,  including  pay 
of  furnace  keepers . 

For  desks,  cases,  &c,  to  complete  furnishing  the  office,  and  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  rapidly  increasing  records  and  papers  therein. ........ 


(33,500  00 
26,100  00 


13,000  00 
2,000  00 
4,000  00 
5,000  00 


F. 


Estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  surveying  department,  for  the  fiscal 

year  ending  June  30,  1858. 


Object  of  appropriation. 


For  salaries  of  surveyors  general  and  their  clerks,  in  addition 
to  the  balances  of  former  appropriations,  viz  : 

1.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  northwest  of  the 

Ohio,  per  section  10  of  the  act  of  May  18,  1796,  (Statutes 
at  Large,  volume  1 ,  page  464) 

2.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  aection  1  of  act  of  May  9,  1836, 

(Statutes  at  Large,  volume  5,  page  26)..  •  • 

3.  For  compensation  of  the  surrey  or  general  of  Illinois  and 

Missouri,  per  section  1  of  act  of  April  3,  1818,  (Statutes 
at  Large,  volume  3,  page  412) 

4.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  section  1  of  act  of  May  9,  1836, 

(Statutes  at  Large,  volume  5,  page  26) 

5.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Louisiana,  per 

section  5  of  act  of  March  3,  1831,  (Statutes  at  Large, 
volume  4,  page  492) 


Amount. 


#2,000  00 
•6,300  00 


2,000  00 
3,820  00 


2,000  00 


Total. 


18,300  00 


5,820  00 


•The  office  of  the  surveyor  general  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  in  consequence  of  arrangements 
made,  is  expected  to  be  closed  up  by  September  30,  1857.  This  estimate  is  submitted  for  the 
whole  fiscal  year,  with  the  view  to  unforeseen  incidents  which  possibly  may  transpire,  and 
may  prolong  the  period  of  the  closing  of  that  office. 
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Statement — Continued. 


Object  of  appropriation. 


6.  For  clerks  in  hii  office,  per  aection  1  of  the  act  of  May  9, 
1836,  (Statutes  at  Large,  volume  5,  page  26) , 


7.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Florida,  per 

section  1  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1833,  (Statutes  at  Large, 
volume  4,Y>ige  (Qi) , 

8.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  section  1  of  the  act  of  May  9, 

1836,  (Statutes  at  Large,  volume  5,  page  26) 


9.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  gener  1  of  Wisconsin  and 
Jowa,  per  section   1  of  the  act  of  August   18,    1846, 

(Statutes  at  Large,  volume  9,  page  79) 

10.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  same  act 


11.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Arkansas,  per 

section  1  of  the  act  of  August  8, 1846,  (Statutes  at  Large, 
volume  9,  page  79) ...... 

12.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  same  act. , 


13.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Oregon,  per 

section  1 1  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1853,  (Statutes  at  Large, 
volume  10,  page  248) 

14.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  section  2  of  the  act  of  Septem- 

ber 27,  1650,  (Statutes  at  Large,  volume  9,  page  496). . . . 

15.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  California,  per 

section  1  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1851,  (Statutes  at  JLargef 
volume  9,  page  617) 

16.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  section  2  of  the  act  of  March  3, 

1853,  (Statutes  at  Large,  volume  10,  page  245) 


17.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Washington 

Territory,  per  section  26  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1853, 
(Statute**  at  Large,  volume  1 0,  page  674) 

18.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  same  act. ••••• •••• 


19.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico, 

per  section  1  of  the  act  of  July  22,  1854,  (Statutes  at 
Large,  volume  10,  page  308).  • •  • •  • 

20.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  same  act. 


21.  For  compensation  of  the  survevor  general  of  Kansas  and 

Nebraska,  per  section  10  of  the  act  of  July  22,  1854, 
(Statutes  at  Large,  volume  10,  page  309) 

22.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  same  act. •••• 


23.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Utah  Terri- 

tory, per  section  1  of  the  act  of  February  21,  1855,  (Stat- 
utes at  Large,  volume  10,  page  611) 

24.  For  clerks  in  Lis  office,  per  same  act. 


95.  For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  surveyors 
general,  to  be  apportioned  to  them  according  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  public  service,  and  to  be  employed  in  tran- 
scribing field  notes  of  surveys  for  the  purpose  of  preserv- 
ing them  at  the  seat  of  government •  • 

26.  For  salary  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  Missouri,  per  act 
of  March  2,  1805,  (Statutes  at  Large,  volume  2,  page 
326,)  paid  prior  to  July  1, 1849,  out  of  the  surveying  fund, 


Total. 


Amount. 


|2,500  00 


2,000  00 
3,500  00 


2,000  00 
6,300  00 


2,000  CO 
6,300  00 


3,500  00 
4,000  00 


4,500  00 
11,000  00 


3,000  00 
4,000  00 


3,000  00 
4,000  00 


2,000  00 
6,300  00 


3,000  00 
4,000  00 


Total. 


#4,500  00 


5,500  09 


8,300  09 


8,300  69 


7,500  80 


15,500  09 


7,000  09 


7,000 


8,300  09 


7,000  90 


41,000  09 
500  00 


134,520  00 


GsimaAL  Land  Office,  October  10, 1856. 
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G.  (1.) 

Estimate  of  appropriations  required  for  surveying  the  public  lands,  for 

the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858. 


Object  of  appropriations. 


1.  For  surveying  the  public  landi  (exclusive  of  California,  Oregon, 
Washington,  New  Mexico,  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  and  Utah,)  in- 
cluding incidental  expenses  and  island  surveys  in  the  interior,  and 
all  other  special  and  difficult  surveys  demanding  augmented  rates, 
to  be  apportioned  and  applied  to  the  several  districts  according  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  public  service,  including  expenses  of  selecting 
swamp  lands  and  the  compensation  and  expenses  of  surveyor  to 
locate  private  land  claims  in  Louisiana,  in  addition  to  the  unex- 
pended balances  of  all  former  appropriations  for  the  same  objects. . 

For  correcting  erroneous  and  defective  lines  of  public  and  private 
surveys  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  six  dollars 
per  mile 

For  completing  the  surveys  of  towns  and  villages  in  Missouri,  named 
in  the  acts  of  June  13,  1812,  and  May  26,  18*24 

For  surveying  in  Louisiana,  at  augmented  rates  now  allowed  by  law. . 

For  resurvey  of  township  twelve  south,  range  eleven  east,  in  the 
southeastern  district,  Louisiana,  at  a  rate  of  twenty  dollars  per 
mile,  on  account  of  unusual  difficulties  attending  the  execution  of 
tho  work,  as  explained  in  the  surveyor  general's  annual  report  of 
October  1,  1855 

6.  For  rent  of  the  surveyor  general's  office  in  Oregon  Territory,  fuel, 

books,  stationery,  and  other  incidental  expenses 

7.  For  surveying  new  base,  principal  meridian,  and  correction  parallel 

lines  east  of  the  Cascade  mountains  in  Oregon,  at  the  rates  author- 
ized by  law  for  similar  kind  of  work  west  of  those  mountains;  pro- 
vided authority  of  law  is  granted  for  the  extension  of  the  surveys  in 
Oregon,  east  of  the  Cascade  mountains 

8.  For  surveying  township  »nd  section  lines  east  of  the  Cascadd  moun- 

tains, in  Oregon,  at  the  rates  authorized  by  law  for  similar  kind  of 
surveys  west  of  those  mountains;  provided  authority  of  law  is 
granted  for  the  extension  of  the  surveys  east  of  the  Cascade  moun- 
tains   


2. 


.1. 

4. 

5. 


9. 
10. 

ir. 

19. 
13. 
14. 

15. 
16. 
17. 

18. 

19. 


For  surveying  the  public  lands  and  private  land  claims  in  California, 
including  office  expenses  incident  to  the  survey  of  claims,  and  to  be 
disbursed  at  the  rates  prescribed  by  law  for  the  different  kinds  of 
work 


For  surveying  standard,  parallel,  and  moridian  lines  in  Washington 
Territory,  an  estimated  distance  of  300  miles 

For  surveying  township  and  subdivision  lines  in  Washington  Terri- 
tory, at  a  rate  no'  exceeding  twelve  dollars  per  mile 

For  office  rent  for  the  surveyor  general  of  Washington  Territory, 
fuel,  books,  stationery,  and  other  incidental  expenses 

For  compensation  of  a  translator  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general 
of  New  Mexico 

For  the  purchase  of  Spanish  and  Mexican  law  books  for  the  office  of 
the  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico,  required  as  authorities  in  the 
investigation  of  private  land  claims 

For  continuing  the  survey  of  kaso,  meridian,  standard  parallel,  town- 
ship and  section  lines  in  New  Mexico.. • 

For  rent  of  surveyor  federal's  office  in  New  Mexico,  fuel,  books,  sta- 
tionery, and  other  incidental  expenses 

For  surveying  the  necessary  base,  meridian,  standard  parallel,  town- 
ship and  section  lines  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  also  outlines  of  In- 
dian reservations 

For  continuing  the  survey  of  the  base,  meridian,  correction  parallel, 
township  and  section  lines  in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  at  augmented 
rates 


For  office  rent  for  the  surveyor  general  of  Utah  Territory,  fuel,  books, 
stationery,  furniture,  and  other  incidental  expenses.. 


Amount. 


$100,000  00 


2,000  00 

2,000  oa 

4,776  Od 


3,000  00 
3,000  00 


5,000  00 


30,000  00 


100,000  oo 

7,500  00 

20,000  00 

3,000  00 

2,000  00 

500  00 

50,000  CO 

3,000  00 

50,000  00 

50,000  00 
3,000  00 
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ESTIMATE— Continued . 


Object  of  appropriation*. 

90.  For  preparing  the  an  finished  records  of  pablic  and  private  surveys 
to  be  transferred  to  the  State  authorities,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  June  12,  1840,  in  those  districts  where  the  surveys  are 
about  being  completed , 

SI.  For  resurveys  and  examinations  of  the  surrey  of  the  public  lands  in 
those  States  where  the  offices  of  the  surveyors  general  have  been, 
or  shall  be,  closed,  under  the  acts  of  June  12,  1840,  and  January 
22,  1853,  including  $2,000  for  the  salary  of  the  clerk  detailed  to 
this  special  service  in  the  General  Land  Office • 

22.  For  continuing  the  survey  of  the  Keys  off  the  coast  of  Florida  by 

the  officers  of  the  Coast  Survey  Office • 

23.  For  continuing  the  survey  of  the  islands  off  the  coast  of  California. . 


Amount. 


|12,000  00 


2,500  00 

30,000  00 
40,000  00 


523,266  00 


General  Land  Office,  October  10,  1856. 


G.  (2.) 

Estimate  of  appropriation  for  the  surveying  department,  to  supply  defi- 
ciency for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1855. 


For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Utah  Territory,  from  March 
16  to  June  30,  1855,  per  1st  section  of  the  act  of  February  21,  1855, 

(Statutes  at  Large,  volume  10,  page  611) 

Subject  to  the  following  deduction  : 

By  appropriation  of  May  15,  1856,  based  upon  an  erroneous.  Cstitna'  e  of. . 

Leaving  still  the  amount  of  the  deficiency  occasioned  by  error  in  calcula- 
tion, and  for  which  appropriation  is  asked 


Genbkal  Land  OrricE,  OtfdtVr  10, 1856. 


$883  33 
833  33 


50  00 
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annual  report  of  surveyor  general  of  michigan. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 

Detroit,  October  23,  1856. 

Sir:  Complying  with  your  letter  of  instructions,  dated  11th  of 
April  last,  I  have  prepared,  and  herewith  submit  in  triplicate,  my 
annual  report,  embracing  statements  (numbered  from  1  to  10  in- 
clusive) which  will  serve  to  exhibit  the  progress  made  in  both  field 
and  office  work,  in  this  district,  since  my  report  of  November  1,1855, 
my  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1856,  and  the  salary 
and  disbursement  accounts  of  this  office  for  the  past  year. 

The  origional  surveys  in  this  State  are  completed,  and  existing  ap- 
propriations will  be  sufficient  to  bring  to  a  close  all  resurveys  that  it 
is  deemed  necessary  to  make. 

Upon  being  advised  that  provision  had  been  made  for  the  resurvey 
of  a  district  of  eighteen  townships,  adjoining  and  south  of  the  third 
correction  line,  west  of  the  meridian,  and  immediately  after  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  instructions  of  2d  of  September  last,  I  took 
active  steps  to  place  under  contract  all  of  the  remaining  field  work, 
with  a  view  to  close  the  same,  if  possible,  prior  to  the  31st  day  of 
December  next. 

Districts  were  offered  to  all  deputies  of  this  office  not  already  in  the 
field,  that  it  was  supposed  would  enter  the  service,  and  to  whom  I 
deemed  it  proper  to  offer  employment.  Acting  strictly  in  accordance 
with  your  instructions,  each  deputy  undertaking  work  was  required, 
under  a  heavy  penalty,  to  complete  his  contract,  and  make  returns  to 
this  office  of  his  field  notes  within  the  present  calendar  year.  The 
time  unavoidably  consumed  in  communicating  with  the  deputies,  to- 
gether with  that  necessarily  required  by  them  in  obtaining  assistants, 
m  procuring  an  outfit,  and  in  reaching  their  district,  would  leave  less 
than  ninety  days  in  which  to  complete  the  work  to  be  undertaken  by 
them  under  the  conditions  above  named,  and  this  at  a  season  of  the 
year  when  the  days  are  short,  and  when  their  progress  must  be  at 
times  greatly  impeded  by  heavy  storms  of  rain  and  snow. 

Under  such  circumstances,  no  surveyor,  having  a  full  knowledge  of 
these  facts,  would  undertake  a  contract  of  more  than  four  townships  ; 
and  I  have  only  been  able  to  contract  eighteen  townships  to  five  dif- 
ferent deputies,  leaving  eight,  the  resurvey  of  which  cannot  be  made 
until  next  season,  as  no  responsible  surveyor,  possessing  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  country  and  the  climate  in  the  central  and  the 
northern  portions  of  this  peninsula,  where  these  townships  are  situ- 
ated, will  undertake  to  execute  surveys,  as  required  by  this  office, 
during  the  winter  season.  That  a  large  amount  of  the  original  surveys 
were  contracted  for,  and  that  the  field  work  is  reported  to  have  been 
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done  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  is  true;  but  that  it  was  not  done  in  a 
proper  manner,  and  that  a  large  proportion  of  it  was  never  done,  or 
ever  seen  by  the  contractor,  this  office  has  most  satisfactory  evidence. 

Early  in  September  letters  were  addressed  to  those  deputies  who 
had  entered  the  field  during  the  past  spring  and  summer,  urging 
them  to  make  every  exertion,  consistent  with  a  proper  execution  of 
their  work,  to  complete  their  several  districts,  ana  return  their  notes 
to  this  office  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  enjoining  them  not  to  leave 
their  districts  unfinished  while  it  might  be  possible  for  them  to 
remain. 

I  am  confident  that  all  of  the  surveys  now  under  contract  will  be 
completed  this  season,  excepting  two  townships  north  of  third  correc- 
tion line  and  east  of  the  meridian,  ih  the  district  undertaken  by 
Alfred  Millerd,  and  one  or  two  townships  north  of  the  third  correc- 
tion line  and  west  of  the  meridian,  in  the  district  undertaken  by 
Edward  D.  Atwater.  On  the  6th  day  of  April,  1855,  Mr.  Millerd 
entered  into  a  contract  for  the  resurvey  of  seven  townships,  and  was 
required  to  complete  and  return  notes  of  the  same  before  the  first  day 
of  January,  1856.  Soon  after  entering  the  field,  he  was  prostrated 
by  sickness.  Being  compelled  by  his  contract  and  instructions  to  run 
all  lines  and  to  take  all  notes  in  person,  no  progress  could  be  made 
until  he  regained  his  health.  The  season  being  exceedingly  wet,  and 
much  of  the  country  low  and  swampy,  he  was  forced,  by  bad  weather 
and  the  positive  refusal  of  his  men  to  remain  longer  with  him,  to 
return  home,  leaving  two  townships  uncompleted.  Upon  the  opening 
of  spring  he  again  proceeded  to  his  work,  and  I  assigned  to  him,  in 
addition,  three  full  and  two  fractional  townships,  lying  adjoining  his 
contract — the  surveys  in  all  of  which  he  expected  to  finish  the  present 
season,  and  would  have  done  so  had  not  sickness  and  death  in 
his  family  called  him  home,  and  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to 
return.  I  have  recently  been  informed  by  Mr.  Atwater  that  a  series 
of  misfortunes  have  befallen  him  which  will  probably  render  the  com- 
pletion of  his  contract  the  present  year  impossible.  He  also  advises 
me  that  the  township  lines  upon  which  his  sub-divisions  are  to  be 
closed,  are,  in  many  instances,  entirely  different  from  what  he  ex- 
pected to  find  them,  and,  in  consequence  of  this,  he  has  been  sub- 
jected to  unexpected  labor  and  great  loss  of  time.  The  progress  that 
ordinarily  would  have  been  made  with  his  work  has  been  retarded 
by  the  loss,  soon  after  entering  the  field,  of  the  whole  of  his  supplies 
and  provisions  by  fire.  In  addition  to  this,  his  party  has  at  times 
been  reduced  by  sickness  and  desertion,  and  recently  his  depot  has 
been  plundered  of  supplies  by  Indians.  He  expresses  the  determina- 
tion, however,  of  remaining  until  abandoned  by  the  balance  of  his 
party,  or  driven  in  by  deep  snows. 

In  such  cases  as  that  of  Mr.  Millerd  and  Mr.  Atwater,  no  blame 
can  reasonably  be  attached  to  a  deputy  for  the  non-performance  of  a 
contract  within  the  period  specified ;  and  I  have  not  hesitated  to  do 
an  act  of  simple  justice  by  allowing  additional  time  in  which  to  com- 
plete their  districts. 

The  townships  that  remain  to  be  contracted,  together  with  those 
under  contract,  the  surveys  in  which  will  not  be  completed  this  sea- 
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son,  will  not  exceed  twelve  in  number.  It  is  therefore  evident  that 
the  public  surveys  in  this  State  can  be  brought  to  a  close  the  ensuing 
summer.  That  it  may  not  be  inferred  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
office,  no  other  defective,  imperfect,  or  fraudulent  surveys  exist  in 
Michigan  than  those  for  the  re-survey  of  which  appropriations  have 
been  made,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  it  is  well  known  that  there  are 
several  contracts  in  both  the  upper  and  lower  peninsula  of  this  State 
in  which  the  surveys  are  in  places  defective,  and  in  some  cases  fraudu- 
lent ;  but,  from  partial  examinations  made,  it  does  not  appear  that 
defects  and  frauds  exist  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  a  resurvey  in- 
dispensable, as  has  been  the  case  in  those  townships  for  the  resurvey 
of  which  I  have  heretofore  forwarded  estimates.  In  those  districts 
where  it  is  now  known  that  efroneous  and  fraudulent  surveys  exist  to 
some  extent,  the  north  and  south  lines  are  reported  by  the  examiners 
as  generally  run,  and  the  quarter  and  section  posts  on  them  as  estab- 
lished, although  not  in  all  instances  as  represented  by  the  original 
notes.  Many  of  the  east  and  west  lines  have  never  been  run,  but  the 
posts  governing  them  being  established,  they  may  be  supplied  by  those 
who  find  it  necessary  to  use  them.  From  the  comparatively  limited 
knowledge  possessed  by  this  office  in  relation  to  the  actual  condition 
of  these  surveys,  it  is  supposed  to  be  practicable;  but  not  without 
some  considerable  difficulty  and  trouble  to  purchasers  of  the  lands,  to 
make  them  answer,  in  a  great  measure,  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  made;  which  supposition,  if  correct,  I  am  satisfied  would  not,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  department,  justify  me  in  presenting  further  esti- 
mates for  re-surveys. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  field  notes  of  the  survey  of  sixty- 
seven  islands,  most  of  them  located  in  Grand  river,  have  been  returned 
to  this  office,  original  Commissioner's  and  register's  plats  of  which 
have  been  made.  A  survey  of  such  other  islands  as  are  known  to 
this  office  is  now  in  progress. 

As  soon  as  the  surveys  and  resurveys  in  this  State  are  fully  com- 
pleted, a  much  more  rapid  and  satisfactory  advancement  will  be  appa- 
rent in  bringing  up  office  work.  A  regular  force  can  then  be  con- 
stantly employed  upon  much  work  that  has  heretofore,  in  consequence 
of  other  more  pressing  duties,  only  received  attention  during  short 
intervals  that  periodically  occur  between  the  office  labor  incident  to 
the  field  work  of  one  year,  and  before  entering  upon  that  of  another. 
The  preparing  of  record  maps  of  the  upper  peninsula  is  probably 
the  largest  single  item  of  labor  to  be  performed  in  this  office.  It  is 
expected  to  commence  and  make  considerable  progress  in  this  work 
during  the  next  year.  The  surveys  in  a  large  portion  of  this  country 
having  been  made  with  particular  reference  to  "mines and  minerals," 
afford  a  very  large  amount  of  geological  and  topographical  informa- 
tion that  is  not  usual  in  the  common  linear  surveys.  The  amount  of 
additional  office  labor  created  thereby  can  scarcely  be  fully  understood 
without  practical  personal  knowledge.  I  estimate  the  average  increase 
in  making  the  plats  of  each  township  to  be  four  times  over  that  of  an 
ordinary  survey.  Records  and  transcripts  of  the  notes,  in  some  in- 
stances, cover  twice  the  number  of  pages  occupied  by  notes  of  the  same 
number  of  miles  in  the  old  surveys;  while  descriptions  of  the  geology, 


SECRETARY   OF   THE    INTERIOR.  241 

topography,  soil,  timber,  &c,  that  are  entered  upon  the  registers  and 
record  descriptive  sheets,  require  as  much  labor  as  the  making  of  en- 
tire sheets  from  many  of  the  older  surveys.  This  may  also  be  said  of 
the  resurveys.  A  comparison  of  the  plats,  records,  and  descriptive 
notes,  made  from  these  surveys,  with  others  of  an  earlier  date,  exhibits 
a  great  dissimilarity,  but  it  is  questionable  if  any  hut  practical  know- 
ledge and  personal  experience  will  enable  a  person  to  correctly  judge 
of  the  actual  difference  in  labor  that  has  been  bestowed  upon  each. 

My  evidence  may  be  added  to  that  given  in  the  annual  returns 
of  other  surveyor  generals,  that  the  time  necessarily  consumed  in 
transient  and  miscellaneous  business,  of  which  I  make  no  detailed 
statements,  is  not  inconsiderable,  giving  constant  employment  to  at 
least  one  clerk. 

I  am  aware  that  every  reasonable  effort  should  be  made  to  prepare 
for  a  transfer  within  the  shortest  possible  time,  consistent  with  a  pro- 
per execution  of  the  work  to  be  performed,  of  the  papers,  records,  and 
documents  in  this  office  to  the  authorities  of  the  State.  With  this 
object  in  view,  I  shall  make  all  practicable  progress  with  the  work  in 
charge. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEANDER  CHAPMAN, 

Surveyor  General, 

Hon.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 

Commissioner  General  Land  Office,  Washington. 
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No.  2. 


Statement  showing  the  amount,  character,  locality,  and  present  condition 
of  the  field-work  that  has  been  undertaken  in  this  district  since  Novem- 
ber 1,  1855,  the  date  of  last  annual  report. 


Name  of  deputy,  with 
date  of  contract  or 
instructions. 


£.  D.  Atwater,  contract, 
April  109 1856. 

Alfred  Mi  Herd,  instruc- 
tion*, April,  1856. 

Francis  Coleman,  con- 
tract, April  29, 1856. 

Thomas Whelpley ,  con- 
tact, April  30, 1856. 

Thomas  Whelnley,  in- 
structions, April  30, 
1856. 

Milton  Nye,  contract, 
May  8, 1856. 

George  E.  Adair,  con- 
tract, May  20, 1856. 

George  H.  Gannon,  con- 
tract, Sept.  17, 1856. 

Harvey  Mellen,  con- 
tract, Sept  17,  1856. 

A.  P.  Brewer,  contract, 
8ept.  17,  1856. 

Walter  Warner,  con- 
tract, Sept.  17, 1856. 

Levi  H.  Cannon,  con- 
tract, Sept.  17, 1856. 


Character  and  locality  of  the  work. 


Resurrey  of  townships  31  and  32  north, 

ranges  6,  7, 8,  and  9  west. 
Resurvey  of  townships  34  north,  ranges 

4  and  5  east,  and  township  35  north, 

ranges  4,  5,  and  6  east. 
Resurvey  of  townships  19  and  20  north, 

range  6  west,  and  townships  19, 20,  and 

21  north,  range  7  west 
Resurvey  of  townships  14,  15,  and  16 

north,  range  14  west,  and  township  16 

north,  range  13  west. 
Surrey  of  nnsurveyed  islands  in  the  Mus- 

kegan,  Manitee,  and  Pierre  Marquette 

rivers. 
Resurrey  of  townships  15  and  16  north, 

ranges  11  and  12  west,  and  townships 

14  and  15  north,  range  13  west. 
Resurrey  of  townships  20  north,  ranges 

1,  2,  and  3  west,  and  townships  19  and 
20  north,  ranges  4  and  5  west. 

Resurrey  of  townships  18  north,  ranges 

2,  3,  4,  and  5  west. 

Resurrey  of  townships  29  north,  ranges 
1,  2,  3,  ana  4  we*t. 
Resurvey  of  townships  30  north,  ranges 

1,  2,  3,  and  4  west. 
Resurrey  of  townships  28  north,  ranges 

1,  2,  3,  and  4  west. 
Resurrey  of  townships  19  north,  ranges 

2  and  3  west 


Remarks. 


Deputy  in  the  field ;  par- 
tial returrs  received. 

Surveys  completed  and 
returned. 

Deputy  in  the  field;  no 
returns  received. 

Deputy   in    the   field; 

no  returns  received; 

work  completed. 
Deputy  in  the  field;  no 

returns  received. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

..do • 

do 

do 


Scsyzto*  Genes al'i  Office, 

Detroit,  October  23, 1856. 


LEANDER  CHAPMAN,  Surveyor  Gtnenl. 


244 


REPORT  OF  THE 


No.  3. 

Statement  of  original  jdats  made,  and  of  copies  transmitted  to  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  since  November  1,  1855,  with  date  of  transmission, 


Townshipt. 


33 north. 

38 do.. 


ob ........a......... »QO.  • 

45  and  46. ••••••••••  .do. • 

48 do.. 


35  and  37 •••••••••••  .do •  • 

oo.  •••••••••••»••••  •»oo»  • 

•11.  ••••••  •■•••■••••  .  .QO.  ■ 

33 do.. 


46 do.. 

44,  45,  46,  and  47 do. . 

31 do.. 


44,  47,  and  48 do. . 

44  and  47»....aa..«..do.. 

47  and  48. ••••••••••  .do. . 

4  (representing  island  )south. 
1 .do.  •  •  •  •  .do . . 


4 do.  •  •  •  north . 

2,  3,  and  4  •  •  .do.  •  •  •  •  .do.  • 
4  and  5 .  •  •  •  •  .do.  •  •  •  •  .do  •  • 
5,  6,  and  7  •  •  .do.  •  •  •  •  .do.  • 

/..........« .QO. • • • •  .00  .  . 


.do. 


.do. 


36 do.. 

36,  37,  and  38  ••••••  •  .do.  • 

•Jo.  ••••»••••••••••••  .00.  . 

vO.  .a**.. ............ oo . • 

•Ma  .................  .GO.  • 

30 do 


31.  •••••••••• ........  do  < 


32. 


.do, 


Total. 


Ranges. 


5  and  6 east. 

1.. ...west. 

O*  ......... «Q0. . 

10.   ........  .UO.   a 

19 do.. 

2  and  3 do.. 

1,  2,  and  3.. east. 
4,  6,  aod  7.. do.. 
4 do.. 


19 west. 

20 do.. 

5  . ... east. 

18 west. 

IJf  »  ........  .QO.  . 

20 do.. 

X.  ••••••••• *QO« . 

1 east. 

2 west. 

•I*  ••••••«••  .QO  .  . 

4.  ..«•..... .do. . 

o. ......... .oo. . 

6, 10,  and  12. do.. 

6 and  9 do.. 

1  and  2 do. . 

1 east. 

m»  ...... .... no • . 

3,  4,  and  5.  .do. . 

4,  5,  and  6.  .do.  • 

O.  ........  ..00.  . 

7  and  9  ....west. 

0... ....... .00.. 

10  and  11... do.. 


Land  District. 


No.  of  copii 


a 
So 


Sheboygan  ... 

.  .  .  •  .OO.  .  •  •  •  a 
.  .  a  •  .  .QO.  .  a  .  .  a 

Lake  Superior. 
do 


Sheboygan  •• 

.  .  a  •  •  .QO.  •  •  •  •  . 
.  a  a  •  •  .QO.  .  .  .  .  . 

•  • .  •  .do 

Lake  Superior. 
do 


Sheboygan  ... 
Lake  Superior. 

•  a  •  •  •  .QO.  •  •  •  •  a 

do 


Detroit 

do 

Grand  river  . 

»  a  •  a  •  .QO.  .  •  a  • 

a  a  •  .  .QO.  a  •  •  .  . 
a  a  •  •  •  .GO.  •  •  a  •  • 
•  •  a  a  •  *dO.  •  a  «  . 

.....do 


Sheboygan  ... 

i  a  a  •  •  .QO.  •  •  •  •  . 
i  .  .  a  a  .QO.  •  •  •  •  • 
i  •  •  a  a  .QO.  a  •  •  •  . 
i  a  a  a  •  *0O«  .  .  •  . 
>  a  a  a  •  .QO.  .  •  •  •  . 

, do 


•QO.  •  .  •  a  . 

.do 


2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
4 
3 
3 
1 
1 
4 
1 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
3 
3 
3 
1 
2 
1 
2 


65 


s 

o 

i 

'i 

B 

o 


2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

3 

3 

1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

3 

2* 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 


4 

2 
2 
4 
2 
8 
6 
6 
2 
2 
8 
2 
6 
4 
4 
2 
2 
2 
6 
4 
6 
6 
4 
4 
2 
6 
6 
6 
2 
4 
2 
4 


65   130 


When  sent  to 
Commissioner. 


Dec.  4,  1855 

....  .QO a  •••••> 

•  .  .  .  «OOa  .  a   •  a>  • 

•  •  •  •  .do.  *•••>• 
....  .do.  •  •  •  •  • 
Jan.  26,  1856. 
Feb.  13, 1856. 
Mar.  6,  1856. 
Mar.  14. 1856. 
Apr.  11. 1856. 

.  .  a  .  .GO.  •  a>   •  a>  a? 

Apr.  22, 1856, 
May  21, 1856. 

.  a  a  a  *GOa  ••>••«. 
a  .  •  .  •  GO.  •  •  •  .  • 

inly  24, 1856. 

a  .  •  .  .GO.  m  •  •  m  • 
a  •  •  a  .dO.  •  •  .  «  • 

•  •  •  a  .OO.  •  •  .  •  a 

.    .  •  .  adO.   •>..•• 

»  m  •  »  adOa  •>•••• 

•  «  a  .  adO.  •  • • a • 
.  •  .  a  adO*  •  •  a  •  • 

Jnly  25, 1856. 
Sept  23, 1856. 

a  a  a  .  .  dO.  •  •  a  a  a 

...  a  a  GO*   •  a   a  •  • 

Not  sent. 

.  .  a  .  .GO.  •  •••>. 

.... adO.  a  a  a  • • 

.  a  a  .  .dO.  a  •  •  •  • 

a  •  a  a  .QO.  a  •  •  •  • 


SvatEToa  Obwbral's  Officii, 

DttrtU,  Otfoter  23, 1856. 


LEANDER  CHAPMAN, 

ftn-vtyer  Gtnerml. 
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No.  4. 

Statement  of  registers'  plats  made  and  of  maps  sent  to  (he  land  offices  in 
this  district  since  November  1,  1856,  with  date  of  transmission. 


Townships. 


34  and  35  north 

31  and  33  north 

31  north . 

35  and  36  north 

35  and  37  north 

35, 36,  and  37  north 

44,  45,  46,  47,  and  48  north 

36  north 

36  north 

38  north 

4  (representing  island*)  south . .  •  • . 

1  (representing  islands)  south 

4  (representing  islands)  north. .  •  • . 
9, 3  and  4  (rep'ng  islands)  north. . 
4  and  5  (representing  islands)  north. 
5, 6  and  7  (rep'ng  islands)  north. . 

7  (representing  island*)  north 

6  (representing  islands)  north 


Total.. 


Ranges. 


1, 3  and  3  east. 
4, 5  and  6  east. 

7  east 

lwest 

2  west 

3  west  •••••••• 

18, 19  and  20  west 

1  and  2 west... 
1,3, 4  and  5  east. 

2  east. 


1  west 

1  east. 

2  west 

3  west 

4  west 

5  west 

6,10andl2w< 
8  and  9 


Land  district. 


Sheboygan 

.  .  •  •  •  .QO  ... 

.....do... 
.••••do... 
do... 


.. . . . 


do 

Lake  Superior. . 

Sheboygan 

•  ••••  .do. ..*•••• 
do 


Detroit 

...do 

Grand  river. •  < 
•  ••••do...... 

.....do 

.....do 

.....do 

do 


No.  of 
copies 


6 
6 
1 
2 
2 
3 
15 
2 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 


58 


When  sent. 


July  15, 1856 

... .oo* . • • • • 

.  •  •  •OO.  .  •  •  •  • 

...  »oo.  •  •  •  •  • 
...  .00. • . • . • 
...  .QO.  .  .  •  •  • 

Not  sent.... 

...  *QO.  .  •  • • • 
...  .OO.  .  •  •  .  • 
...  .OO.  .  • • • • 
...  .QO.  . . . • • 
...  .QO.  •  •  •  •  • 
...  .QO. • • • • • 
... .QO. . . • • • 
...  .QO.  .  •  .  •  • 
•  •  .  «Q0.  .  .  •  •  • 
...  .QO.  .  .  .  .  • 

...  .GO.  •  •  •  •  • 


LEANDRR  CHAPMAN,  Surveyor  Gemorml. 
fibarKToa  Geneeal's  Office,  Detroit,  October  23,  1856. 


No.  5. 


Statement  of  record  plats  made  since  November  1, 1855,  the  date  of  last 

annual  report. 


Townships. 


18, 19  and  20  north 

11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19  and  20  north. 

11  north 

11,12,  13  and  14  north 

11.12,13,  17,  18,  19  and  20  north 

11,  12,  13, 17, 16,  19  and  20  north 

16  (islands  in  Saginaw  bay)  north 

16, 17, 18  &  19  (islands  in  Saginaw  bay)  north 
51,  52, 53,  56  and  57  north 


Total 


Ranges. 


9  west  ■ 

10  west 

11  west 

12  west 

13  west 

14  west 

8  east. 

9  eaHt. 
30  west 


Locality. 


Lower  peninsula.  •  •  • 
do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


do 

•  •  •  •  .do.  •••••••• 

do 

Upper  peninsula  • 


No.  of 
copies. 


3 

10 

1 

4 

7 
7 
1 
4 
5 


42 


LEANDER  CHAPMAN  Surveyor  Oeiwrsi 
8caTETon  Gevesul's  Office,  Detroit,  October  23, 1656. 
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No.  6. — List  o£  townships  the  field-notes  of  which  have  been  recorded  or 
transcribed  since  November  1 ,  1855,  the  dateof  the  last  annual  report. 


Townships. 


43,  44,  45,  46,  and  47  north 

41  north 

48,  49,  and  50  north 

41,  42,  43, 44, 45, 46,  and  47  north. 

50  north 

44, 45, 46, 47,  '18,  49,  and  50  north. 

44,  45,  46,  47,  and  48  north 

32,  33,  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  39,  and 

40  north 

34,  35,  37,  38,  39,  and  40  north  . . . 

39  and  40  north 

41  north 

44  and  45  north 

42,  43, 44, 45, 46, 47,  and  48  north . 

48,  49,  and  50  north 

42,  43,  44,  45,  and  46  north 

49  and  50  north 

44,  45,  46, 47, 48, 49, and  50  north. 

45,  46,  47,  48,  49,  and  50  north  . . . 

45  and  46  north 

31  north 

42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  and  48  north 

48,  49,  and  50  north 

42,  43,  44,  45,  and  46  north 

31  north 

46,  47,  48,  49,  and  50  north 

44,  45,  46,  47,  and  48  north 

47,  48,  49,  and  50  north 

42,  43,  44,  45,  46%  47,  48,  49,  and 
50  north 

43,  44,  45,  and  46  north 

47,  48,  49,  and  50  north 

45,  46,  47,  48,  49  and  50  north  .... 

46,  47,  48,  and  49  north 

47,  48,  and  49  north 

48  north 

47,  48,  49,  and  50  north 

42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  48,  49,  and 
50  north 

43,  44,  45,  and  46  north 

49  and  50  north 

44,  45,  46, 47,  48, 49,  and  50  north . 
44,  45,  46,  47,  48,  and  49  north  . . . 

39  and  40  north 

32,  33,  34,  and  35  north 

47,  48,  49,  and  50  north 

43,  44,  45, 46,  47, 48,  49,  and  50  N . 
47,  48,  49,  and  50  north 

43,  44, 45,  46,  47,  48,  49,  and  50  N . 

44,  45,  and  46  north 

50  north 

45,  46,  47,  48,  49,  and  50  north  . . . 
45  and  46  north 


Ranges. 


35 
32 
34 
35 
40 
41 
42 


west, 
west. 
west, 
west, 
west, 
west. 
west. 


28  west 

29  west 

30  and  31  west 

32  west 

40  west 

32  west 

35  west 

36  west 

42  west 

43  west 

44  west 

45  west 

6  east 

32  west 

35  west 

36  west 

4  and  7 

40  west, 

41  wett  ■ 
36  west, 


east 


37  west........ 

3o  west ••••••*. 

45  west 

46  west 

47  west 

48  west 

49  west 

36  west 


o  I  west ........ 

vo  wesv .•■•*... 
4 1  wow »....»•* 

42 


43  west 

25  west 

26  west 

38  west 

39  west 

38  west 

39  west 

lo  west .■•..■•• 

40  west »•■•••.. 

44  west 


Locality. 


Upper  peninsula. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


do 

do 

.•••••do 

.....do........ 

.....do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Lower  peninsula. 
Upper  peninsula. 

.....do 

.....do 

Lower  peninsula. 
Upper  peninsula. 


Pages. 


288 
520 

684 

\  688 

126 
815 


•do. 


.....do 

•  ■ • •  •  *QO. ..••••• 

.....do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


•  . • • .  .GO  «••••... 

.  •  •  •  .  .GO.  «••.... 

.  ■  .  •  •  .CO  .•«.... . 

....do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

,  ...do..... .. . 

,  ...do 

• . . . . »QO. ....... 

•  . . .  •  .00 ........ 

,  ...do 

....do 


45  west 

Aggregate  number  of  pages  of  records  and  transcripts. • , 

To  whicn  add  making  and  copying  lists  of  swamp  lands  trranted  to  the 
8tate  by  act  of  April  28, 1850 . 


Total 


863   Records* 


74 

810 

135 
|   552 

881 


683 


881 

740 

860 

781 
460 


Character  of 
work. 


Records. 
Transcripts. 

Record*. 

Records. 

Transcript*. 
Transcripts. 


Transcripts. 

Records. 

Transcripts. 
Transcripts. 

Transcripts. 


Records. 


Records. 


10,841 
138 


10,979 


Transcripts. 

Records. 

Transcripts. 


LEANDER  CHAPMAN,  Surveyor  Gcnersl. 
Svrtetor  General's  Office,  Ifcfreif,  Od*tr  23, 1856. 
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No.  1. 


registers9  descriptive  notes  made  since 
date  of  the  last  annual  report. 


Townships. 


21,  22, 93,  24,  25,  26,  27,  35  and  38  north 

21,29$  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  35  and  37  north 

21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26,  27, 35,  36,  and  37  north. . 
21,22,23,  24,  25,  26,  and  27  north 

21. 22. 23,  24,  25,  26,  and  27  north 

21, 22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  and  27  north 

22.23. 24,  25,  26, 27,  28,  and  29  north 

21, 22,  23, 24,  25,  26, 27,28,29,  and  30  north. . 

21, 22, 23, 24,  25,  26,  27,  and  28  north 

21, 22, 23,  24,  25,  26,  and  27  north 

21, 22, 27,  28,  29,  30,  and  31  north 

21,22,27,  28,  29,  30,  and  31  north 

Hand  18  north 


Total 


Ranges. 


1  west.  ••••••. 

2  west 

3  west. ....... 

4  wesi 

Sf  WOSl.  .«.*••• 
D  W6St •.*..... 
/  wos*. ......  • 

8  west 

9  wos*.  .....•• 

lOwest 

11  west.. 

12  west 

18  west 


Land  district. 


Sheboygan 


SB 


.do, 


.do, 


•  •  .  .  a  .QO.  ••••*«• 
• . . a • .QO •••••••« 

•  • • • a  .QO  .a...... 

do 

•  • . . .  .QO  «...*••» 

.....do 

.....do.. ...... 

,  ....do 

Grand  river.... 


I 


No.  of 
copies. 


9 

9 

10 

7 

7 
7 
8 
10 
8 
7 
7 
7 
2 


98 


flomrsToa  Gbmsjbai. 


LEANDER  CHAPMAN,  Surveyor  Gtntral. 
's  Office,  Dttroit,  OctcUr  23, 1856. 
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REPORT  OF  TOE 


No  10. 

Estimate  of  appropriations  required  for  the  surveyor  general's  office, 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  at  Detroit,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  36, 
1858. 


For  compensation  of  lurveyor  general,  per  10th  section  of  the  act  of  May 
18,  1796 

For  compensation  of  clerks,  per  1st  section  of  the  act  of  May  9, 1836 

For  compensation  of  clerks  to  be  employed  in  transcribing  field-notes  for  pre- 
servation at  the  seat  of  government,  and  in  making  record  plats  and 
descriptive  notes  preparatory  to  a  transfer  of  the  books,  papers,  and 
documents  in  the  surveyor  general's  office  to  the  authorities  of  the  State 
of  Michigan •• • 

For  incidental  expenses  of  the  office,  embracing  cost  of  stationery,  binding, 
printing,  postage,  office  rent,  fuel,  services  oiinessenger,  &c 

Total 


(2,000  00 
6,300  00 


2,000  00 
1,350  00 


11,650  00 


LEANDER  CHAPMAN, 

Surveyor  General. 
Surveyor  General*!  Office,  Detroit,  September  22, 1856. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  GENERAL  OF  IOWA. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 

Dubuque,  October  13,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  office  during  the  past  year: 

In  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  there  have  been  surveyed  five  hundred 
and  ninety-four  miles  of  township  lines,  and  eighty-one  townships 
have  been  subdivided,  amounting  in  all  to  five  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty-six  and  a  half  miles  of  subdivisional  and  meander  lines.  Of 
this  amount,  fourteen  townships  are  situated  east  of  the  fourth  prin- 
cipal meridian  ;  and  the  surveys  in  this  portion  of  the  State,  south  of 
the  third  correction  parallel,  are  entirely  completed,  with  the  exception 
of  a  single  fractional  township,  the  survey  of  which  was  rejected,  and 
townships  Nos.  28  and  29,  of  range  No.  15,  situated  in  the  Menomonie 
reservation. 

North  of  said  correction  line  the  survey  of  sixty-three  townships  has 
also  been  completed,  and  the  plats  all  forwarded.  West  of  the  said 
fourth  meridian  the  surveys  are  entirely  completed ;  south  of  the  third 
correction,  and  also  south  of  the  fourth  correction  parallel,  with  the 
exception  of  twenty-three  townships,  eight  of  which  were  let,  but  were 
afterwards  abandoned  by  the  contractor,  on  account  of  the  difficulty 
of  the  work.  North  of  said  parallel  thirteen  townships  have  been 
subdivided ;  and  in  the  valuable  portion  of  the  State  adjacent  to 
Lake  Superior,  thirty-three  townships  have  been  surveyed  and  return- 
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ed.  I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  the  survey  of  township  No.  51,  of 
ranges  3  and  4,  with  the  Apostle  islands,  the  contract  for  which  was 
let  to  Mr.  A.  H.  Barber,  has  been  rendered  useless  by  the  death  of 
the  contractor,  who  was  drowned,  near  the  mouth  of  Montreal  river, 
whilst  engaged  in  closing  up  the  work,  only  a  few  miles  (some  30)  of 
which  remained  to  be  completed.  The  greater  part  of  the  notes  were 
in  his  possession  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  and,  though  every  effort 
was  made  to  recover  them,  it  was,  I  believe,  without  avail ;  conse- 
quently, the  work  will  have  to  be  retraced.  This  is  very  greatly  to 
be  regretted,  from  the  fact  that  this  immediate  vicinity  is  at  present 
attracting  great  attention. 

Surveys  in  Iowa. 

In  this  State  the  field-work  is  rapidly  approaching  completion.  One 
hundred  and  eighty-three  miles  of  township  lines  have  been  surveyed, 
and  eighty-two  townships,  amounting  to  four  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred miles  of  subdivisional  and  meander  lines  have  been  returned, 
carefully  examined  and  platted,  whilst  deputies  are  now  in  the  field 
engaged  in  the  survey  of  a  number  more,  which  will,  in  all  probability, 
be  returned  and  in  your  possession  before  the  winter  closes.  All  the 
piece-work  and  fractions  have  been  completed,  and  when  the  notes  of 
the  few  deputies  now  in  the  field  shall  have  been  returned,  there  will 
remain  but  a  small  portion  in  the  extreme  northwest  corner  of  the 
State  ansurveyed. 

Surveys  in  Minnesota. 

West  of  the  Mississippi  river,  in  this  Territory,  four  hundred  and 
ninety-six  miles  of  township  lines  have  been  run,  and  eighty-nine 
townships,  making  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-four  miles 
of  subdivisional  lines,  have  been  surveyed.  In  fact,  all  the  country 
east  of  the  third  guide  meridian,  or  line  dividing  ranges  Nos.  24  and 
25,  to  the  Mississippi  river,  with  the  exception  of  one  township,  has 
been  surveyed ;  and  all  east  of  the  fourth  guide  meridian,  or  line 
dividing  ranges  Nos.  31  and  32,  and  south  of  the  fourth  standard  par- 
allel, except  eight  townships,  is  in  the  same  condition,  and  the  plats 
have  been  furnished  your  own  and  the  respective  district  land  offices. 
Forty-two  townships,  south  of  the  fifth  parallel,  have  been  let  for 
subdivision ;  and  the  township  base  and  standard  lines  have  been 
contracted  for  as  far  north  as  the  eighth  standard  parallel,  as  well 
as  a  district,  containing  forty-two  townships,  east  of  the  fifth  guide 
meridian,  and  south  of  and  adjoining  the  sixth  standard  parallel. 
This,  with  the  requisite  subdivisions,  will,  in  my  opinion,  cover  all 
the  wants  of  settlement  the  present  season. 

East  of  the  river,  in  this  Territory,  one  hundred  and  thirty-four 
miles  of  township  lines  have  been  surveyed  and  carefully  examined, 
and  thirty-two  townships,  amounting  to  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty-five  miles  of  subdivisional  and  meander  lines,  have  been 
surveyed,  examined,  platted,  and  forwarded.  The  survey  of  the 
reservation  at  Fort  Ripley,  I  regret  to  state,  is  not  yet  approved. 
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Owing  to  the  difficulty  in  defining  one  of  the  boundaries,  (a  rivulet,) 
the  work  was  suspended,  and,  until  within  a  few  days,  I  have  never 
had  an  opportunity  to  have  it  corrected,  or  rather  examined.  This 
will  now  be  done  by  the  deputy  intrusted  with  the  district  of  town- 
ship lines  which  has  been  let  west  of  the  line  dividing  ranges  twenty- 
three  and  twenty-four,  and  north  of  the  line  dividing  townships  Nos. 
forty-two  and  forty- three.  In  this  district  are  located  several  Indian 
reservations,  which  will  be  surveyed  in  strict  accordance  with  your 
instructions  of  8th  April  last. 

In  the  Chippewa  cession  the  district  of  township  lines  indicated  by 
said  letter  of  instructions  was  let  to  Mr.  William  Burt,  who  has 
already  executed  a  portion  of  the  work,  which  has  been  forwarded  for 
your  approval.  Special  instructions  were  also  prepared  for  the  sur- 
vey of  the  Indian  reservations  in  this  vicinity ;  but  owing  to  the 
inability  of  the  Indian  agent  to  attend  to  the  business,  I  fear  that  it 
will  be  impossible  to  execute  the  survey  this  season.  I  am  confident, 
however,  that  Mr.  Burt  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  comply  with  the 
wishes  of  the  department.  Before  closing  this  report,  I  would  re- 
spectfully call  your  attention  to  that  portion  of  Minnesota  east  of  the 
Mississippi  river.  A  great  part  of  it  is  valuable  only  for  the  pine 
timber  which  is  found  scattered  over  its  surface.  This  continues  to 
be  cut  off  every  season,  and  especially  is  this  the  case  when  the  land 
is  surveyed  and  not  brought  into  market.  The  scarcity  of  this 
description  of  timber  is  already  beginning  to  be  felt,  as  is  evident 
from  the  exorbitant  price  fthat  lumber  commands  in  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi  river  ;  and  it  is  still  further  evident  that  the  demand 
is  increasing  whilst  the  supply  is  decreasing  yearly.  The  unex- 
ampled rapidity  with  which  northern  Iowa  ana  Minnesota  is  settling 
has  and  will  tend  to  increase  the  demand  ;  and  I  therefore  think  that 
it  is  the  duty  as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  government  to  protect 
these  lands  from  the  waste  as  well  as  depredations  to  which  they  are 
subject.  This  can,  in  a  measure,  be  accomplished  by  bringing  the 
lands  into  market  with  the  least  delay  practicable,  and  will  enable 
those  desiring  to  purchase  to  enter  the  land  and  secure  it  from  tres- 
passers. Already  attention  is  attracted  towards  this  class  of  lands, 
and  numerous  entries  are  being  made,  I  am  informed,  as  safe  and 
profitable  investments. 

Summary  of  office-work. 

Original  lists  descriptive  of  the  land  and  all  the  corners  in  one 
hundred  and  sixty-six  townships  have  been  made ;  also,  one  copy  of 
each  for  the  use  of  the  land  officers — making  in  all  three  hundred  and 
thirty-two  lists. 

The  original  field-notes  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  townships 
have  been  recorded,  examined  carefully,  and  placed  on  file  in  this 
office.  Transcripts  of  the  original  field-notes  of  the  same  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two  townships  have  also  been  made  for  preservation  at 
the  seat  of  government. 

Index  diagrams  to  five  hundred  and  four  townships  have  been 
prepared. 
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The  original  field-notes  of  fourteen  hundred  and  six  miles  of  town- 
ship lines,  and  eighteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty- five  miles 
of  subdivision  and  meander  lines,  have  been  received,  and  carefully 
examined  and  platted. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty- eight  township  plats  have  been  constructed 
from  the  original  field-notes,  the  areas  to  the  north  and  west  bounda- 
ries and  those  adjoining  the  banks  of  navigable  streams  and  lakes 
calculated;  in  addition  to  which,  two  copies  of  each  have  been  made — 
making  a  total  of  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four  plats. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  many  things  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  keep  a  record  of,  all  of  which  require  time  and  attention,  and 
quite  as  much  of  these  as  those  noted  above ;  for  instance,  records  of 
letters  and  accounts,  special  instructions  to  surveyors,  diagrams  to 
accompany  such  instructions,  diagrams  for  various  purposes,  construc- 
tion of  swamp-land  lists,  traverse  of  streams,  platting  detached  tracts, 
and,  last,  the  extensive  correspondence  which  such  an  office  as  this 
must  necessarily  be  burdened  with. 

Papers  accompanying ,  which  form  apart  of  this  report. 

No.  1.  Map  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  and  Territory  of  Minnesota. 
No.  2.  Map  of  the  State  of  Iowa. 

No.  3.  Estimate  of  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1858. 

No.  4.  Summary  of  my  salary  accounts  for  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1856. 
No.  5.  Summary  of  disbursements  for  the  same  period. 
No.  6.  Statement  of  surveys  contracted  for  out  of  the  appropriations 
of  March  3,  1853,  and  May  31  and  August  4,  1854,  that  were  un- 
finished at  the  date  of  the  last  report. 

No.  7.  Statement  of  surveys  contracted  for  out  of  the  appropriation 
of  March  3,  1855,  that  were  not  let  or  finished  at  the  date  of  the  last 
report. 

No.  8.  Statement  of  surveys  contracted  for  out  of  the  appropriation 
of  July  8th,  1856. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WARNER  LEWIS, 

Surveyor  General. 
Hon.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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No.  3. 

Estimate  of  appropriations  requisite  /or  continuing  the  public  surveys 
in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  arid  Territory  of  Minnesota,  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1858. 

For  surveys  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin $16,000  00 

For  surveys  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  east 20,000  00 

For  surveys  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  west 25,000  00 

61,000  00 
For  incidental  expenses  of  the  office 3,500  00 

Total 64,500  00 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 

Dubuque,  October  13,  1856. 


Estimate  of  salary  for  surveyor  general  and  regular  clerks,  and  for 
compensation  of  piece  clerks,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858. 

For  salary  of  surveyor  general  and  regular  clerks,  as  per 

act  of  August  10, 1846 $8,300  00 

For  compensation  of  piece  clerks 10,000  00 

Total 18,300  00 

WARNER  LEWIS^ 

Surveyor  General. 
Surveyor  General's  Office, 

Dubuque,  October  13,  1856. 
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No.  4. 

The  United  States  in  account  with  Warner  Lewis,  surveyor  general  of 

the  United  States  for  Wisconsin  and  Iowa. 

SALARY  ACCOUNT. 


1855. 
Dee.     30 


1856. 
March  31 


June     30 


Dr. 

To  thii  amount  due  surveyor  general,  from  3d  quarter  1855 

To  amount  paid  surveyor  general  and  clerks,  for  4th  quarter  1855. 


To  thii  amount  due  sunroyor  genera],  from  4th  quarter  1855 

To  amount  paid  surveyor  general  and  elerka,  for  1st  quarter  1856. 


To  this  amount  due  aunreyor  general,  from  lat  quarter  1856.  •  •  • . 

To  amount  paid  surveyor  general  and  elerka,  for  2d  quarter  1856. 

To  amount  due  United  States,  and  carried  to  credit  of  3d  quarter 

1856 M . 


8epL    30 


To  this  amount  paid  aunreyor  general  and  elerka,  for  3d  quarter 

1856 

To  this  amount  due  United  States,  and  carried  to  credit  of  4th 
quarter  1856 •  •  •  - 


1855. 
Dec     30 


1856. 
March  31 


Jane     30 


Cr. 


By  treasury  draft  No.  1972,  on  Treasury  Interior  wai 
~j  amount  due  aunreyor  general,  and  charged  to  1st 


warrant  No.  921. 
quarter  1856. 


Jury      1 
8epC    30 


By  treasury  draft  No.  1741,  on  Treasury  Interior  warrant  No.  1385. 
By  this  amount  due  surveyor  general,  and  charged  to  2d  quarter 
1856 


By  amount  of  treasury  draft  No.  2421,  on  Treasury  Interior  war- 
rant No.  2035 , 

By  James  A.  Reid's  account,  suspended •  • , 


By  this  amount  due  United  States,  and  carried  to  credit  of  3d 
quarter  1856 

By  amount  of  treasury  draft  No.  3098,  on  Treasury  Interior  war- 
rant No.  2713 


By  this  amount  due  United  States,  from  3d  quarter  1856. 


|40  53 
4,585  77 


4,626  30 


51  30 

4,712  37 


4,763  67 


188  67 
4,083  03 

724  72 


4,996  42 


4,168  22 
556  50 


4,724  72 


4,575  00 
51  30 


4,626  30 


4,575  00 
188  67 


4,763  67 


4,875  00 
121  42 


4,996  42 


724  72 
4,000  00 


4,724  72 


556  50 


SvavBvo*  GsnmAL'i  Orrict ,  DutiqiM,  Ocfoter  13, 1856. 


WARNER  LEWIS, 

Swvtyor  GtnenU. 
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No.  8. 


Statement  of  surveys  contracted  for  out  of  appropriation  of  July  8, 1856. 


Date  of  contract. 


Style  of  work. 


May  91, 1856 

May  25,  1856 

May  26,  1856 

August  21,  1856 

July  14,  1856 

July  15,  1856 

July  16,  1856 

August  25,  1856 

September  12,  1856  . . 
September  12,  1856.. 
September  30,  1856  . . 


Township  lines  ... 
Township  lines  . . . 
Township  lines  . .  • 
Subdivisions. 

Subdivisions 

Subdivisions 

Subdivisions 

Subdivisions 

Township  lines  . . . 
Township  lines  .. . 
Subdivisions 


Name  of  contractor. 


Stat*  or  Territory. 


William  Burt 

William  J.  Anderson ...... 

John  Ryan 

E.  N.  Darling 

A.  H.  Run  yon 

H.C.  Fellows 

W.  E.  Daugherty 

Oscar  Taylor 

J.  T.  Everett  and  R.  O.Chanef 

John  P.  Brown 

William  B.  Yerby 


E«<t  Minnesota* 
West  Minnesota 
West  Minnesota 
West  Minnesota 
West  Minnesota 
Wisconsin  ..... 
Wisconsin  ... .  • 
West  Minnesota 
East  Minnesota* 

Iowa 

Iowa 


WARNER  LEWIS,  Surveyor  Qtnrr*. 
Survey  or  Gekeral'b  Office,  Dubuque  y  October  13,  1850. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  SURVEYOR  GENERAL  FOR  ILLINOIS  AND  MISSOURI* 

Office  of  ihe  Suryeyor  General 

for  Illinois  and  Missouri, 

St.  Louis,  October  20,  1850. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  usages  and  customs  of  this  office,  and 
in  compliance  with  the  instructions  from  you  of  the  11th  April  last, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  the  operation* 
of  this  office  since  the  25th  October  last,  the  date  of  my  last  annual 
report. 


I. — Receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  public  funds. 

The  amount  of  money  received  from  the  treasurer,  as  well  as  the 
sums  paid  out  by  me  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  office,  during  the 
present  year  are  exhibited  in  detail  by  the  accompanying  statement 
No.  1. 

These  expenditures,  it  appears  from  the  examinations  made  at  yonr 
office,  and  by  the  auditing  department,  have  been  properly  applied 
to  the  uses  for  which  they  were  respectively  designed. 

There  remains,  upon  the  rendition  of  my  accounts  for  the  3d  quar- 
ter, 1856,  a  balance  of  $1,068  80  due  by  me  to  the  United  States, 
which  amount  is  deposited  with  the  assistant  treasurer  at  this  place 
and  subject  to  order. 
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II. — Surveys  of  public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  resurveys  of 

erroneous  and  defective  lines. 

The  field  notes  of  the  corrections  of  surveys  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
Chartres  and  Prairie  du  Rocher,  the  execution  of  which  had  been  in- 
trusted to  James  Thompson,  esq.,  on  the  11th  December,  1851,  men- 
tioned in  my  last  report  as  having  been  returned  to  the  office,  were 
found  to  contain  errors,  that  rendered  further  field  operations  indis- 
pensably necessary.  Accordingly  Mr.  Thompson  was  directed  to 
repair  again  to  the  ground  and  endeavor  to  correct  the  inaccuracies  in 
his  returns. 

After  much  trouble  and  delay,  owing  to  the  many  attempts  which 
had  been  made  to  correct  the  lines  of  the  original  survey,  he  at  length 
succeeded  in  presenting  his  operations  in  such  form  that  they  could 
be  approved  ;  which  was  done,  and  certified  copies  of  the  plats  sent 
to  your  office  and  that  of  the  register. 

The  account  of  the  deputy  accompanied  the  plat,  for  direct  settle- 
ment with  the  Treasury  Department,  as  instructed  by  you  on  21st 
March  and  24th  April  last. 

I  will  here  remark  that  the  same  course  was  pursued  with  all  the 
accounts  which  have  accrued  under  this  head  since  the  reception  of 
those  instructions. 

The  corrections  of  the  lines  in  township  29,  range  4  east,  (southeast- 
ern portion  of  this  State)  that  were  found  to  be  erroneous,  the  instruc- 
tions for  which  were  issued  to  Adam  Snider,  esq.,  on  the  27th  March, 
1855,  have  been  completed,  and  the  field  notes  thereof  returned  to  this 
office.  These,  upon  examination,  were  found  to  be  correct,  and  the 
matter  will  be  finally  disposed  of  by  the  transmission  of  approved  plats 
to  the  department. 

Isaac  8.  Riker,  esq.,  under  his  contract  of  12th  November,  1855, 
has  resurveyed  township  18  north,  ranges  1  and  2  east  ot  the  third  prin- 
cipal meridian  in  Illinois,  which  had  been  ordered  by  your  office,  upon 
the  petition  therefor  of  the  owners  of  land  in  said  township — they  being 
unable  to  properly  identify  their  several  bounds  and  limits,  on  account 
of  the  obliteration  of  the  lines  and  destruction  of  the  corners  of  the 
original  surveys. 

The  work  of  the  deputy  having  been  properly  executed,  it  was  ap- 
proved, and  certified  plats  thereof  were  transmitted  to  your  office  and 
to  the  register  at  Springfield. 

The  same  deputy  has  also  returned  field  notes  of  his  resurveys  in 
township  15,  range  1  east,  under  his  contract  of  21st  March,  1855. 
This  work  was  also  approved,  and  the  business  disposed  of  in  the  usual 
manner. 

The  citizens  of  township  48  north,  range  5  east,  (Missouri,)  were  in- 
formed on  2 1st  November  last,  by  public  notice,  that  the  resurveys 
therein  as  executed  by  B.  R.  Wardlaw,  which  had  been  ordered  under 
the  directions  of  your  office  given  on  the  18th  June,  1855,  would  be 
approved  unless  valid  objections  thereto  were  made  by  the  owners  of 
land  affected  by  the  said  survey.  No  good  reason  against  its  adop- 
tion having  been  urged,  the  said  resurvey  was  approved  and  plats 
thereof  sent  to  the  proper  offices. 
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This  course  I  am  assured  has  given  more  general  satisfaction  than 
could  have  been  anticipated  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  high 
valuation  of  the  lands  at  this  time,  and  the  material  difference  be- 
tween the  present  location  of  the  section  lines  and  the  positions  which 
they  were  formerly  supposed  to  occupy. 

As  promised  in  my  last  annual  report,  the  returns  made  by  Deputy 
Joseph  Burnap  of  his  resurveys  in  townships  49,  50,  61  and  52, 
range  2,  and  townships  49,  50  and  51  north,  range  3  east,  in  Mis- 
souri, which  had  been  made  under  instructions  of  November  24, 
1854,  and  April  21,  1855,  were  taken  up  and  disposed  of  without 
unnecessary  delay. 

With  your  approval  I  cancelled  the  survey  of  an  island  of  the 
Mississippi  river  opposite  the  town  of  Saint  Genevieve,  as  executed 
by  Joseph  Indest,  esq.,  under  instructions  of  February  24,  1856,  be- 
cause the  said  island  was  found  to  encroach  upon  portions  of  the  con- 
firmed lots  of  the  Grande  prairie  common  field  of  Saint  Genevieve  on 
the  main  land. 

In  recording  plats  of  Missouri,  it  has  been  found  that  the  surveys 
in  several  townships  through  which  Grand  river  runs,  in  the  north- 
west part  of  the  State,  are  so  defective  that  plats  thereof  cannot  be 
constructed.  It  is  my  intention  to  have  errors  corrected  so  soon  as 
the  trees  shall  have  lost  their  leaves,  for  in  this  portion  of  the  State 
the  forests  are  so  dense  as  to  render  field  operations  during  the  sum- 
mer months  almost  impracticable. 

During  the  year  orders  have  been  given  to  different  deputies  for 
the  survey  of  quite  a  number  of  small  islands  situated  in  the  Missis- 
sippi, Missouri,  Des  Moines,  Fox,  Illinois,  and  Bock  rivers,  upon  the 
application  of  individuals  therefor.  The  field  notes  of  such  as  have 
been  found  in  a  fit  condition  for  approval  have  been  platted,  and  cer- 
tified copies  of  the  plats  sent  to  you  and  the  local  land  offices. 

In  all  cases  where  the  area  of  an  island  was  not  sufficient  to  reim- 
burse to  the  United  States  the  cost  of  its  survey,  I  have  referred  the 
deputies  to  the  applicant  for  compensation. 

There  are,  no  doubt,  many  islands  in  the  various  rivers  of  this  dis- 
trict remaining  unsurveyed,  yet  this  office  has  no  means  of  determin- 
ing their  number,  situation,  or  size.  Under  the  general  instructions 
of  October  19, 1853,  the  experiment  was  made  of  despatching  a  deputy 
up  the  Mississippi  river  with  directions  to  run  out  all  the  islands 
which  he  could  find  that  had  not  previously  been  located  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  but  the  business  proved  difficult  and  unprofitable.  On 
this  account  no  other  proceedings  were  instituted  to  carry  out  those 
instructions  ;  for  it  was  believed  that  any  further  attempts  at  searching 
out  and  surveying  the  islands  which  remain  would  prove  as  unsatis- 
factory as  the  foregoing  essay. 

The  course  now  pursued  is  to  wait  for  application  from  individuals 
for  the  survey  of  such  islands,  and  then  to  direct  it  under  the  condi- 
tions of  the  letter  of  June  8,  1855. 

This  office  has  received  many  communications  concerning  the  sur- 
vey of  certain  townships  in  the  southeastern  portion  of  the  State,  that 
have  not  heretofore  been  run  out  by  the  government,  because  they 
were  considered  as  containing  so  small  a  quantity  of  arable  land  that 
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the  United  States  would  not  be  reimbursed  for  the  cost  of  survey. 
The  counties  in  which  these  townships  are  situated  claim  the  greater 
portion  of  the  land  they  embrace,  as  inuring  to  the  State  under  the 
act  of  1850,  donating  swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  &c,  and  have 
v  returned  affidavits  to  that  effect  to  this  office  ;  but  as  neither  a  descrip- 
tion nor  actual  contents  of  the  tracts  could  be  given,  your  office  could 
not  approve  of  the  selections. 

Since  the  State  authorities  were  informed  of  that  decision,  they  have 
been  extremely  anxious  to  have  the  lands  surveyed.  Pemiscot  county 
authorities  have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  have  the  subdivisions  of  seve- 
ral townships  made  under  their  own  instructions  ;  the  plats  and  field 
notes  of  which  operations  were  transmitted  to  this  office  with  the  re- 
quest that  they  should  be  examined,  and,  if  found  correct,  approved. 

Having  no  authority  to  act  in  the  matter  without  special  instruc- 
tions from  your  office,  I  submitted,  on  the  4th  February,  the  case  to 
you  for  consideration  and  decision. 

The  subject  is  one  of  considerable  importance  to  the  residents  in 
that  portion  of  the  State.  From  the  swampy  nature  of  the  land  and 
its  liability  to  inundation,  the  greater  part  of  the  soil  is  not  only  ren- 
dered unfit  for  all  agricultural  purposes,  but  the  health  of  the  sur- 
rounding country  is  so  much  impaired  as  to  greatly  retard  its 
settlement, 

I  have  been  informed  by  persons  residing  in  that  region,  that  could 
the  counties  secure  the  title  of  those  lands  under  the  act  of  1850,  and 
to  which  they  have  a  just  right,  they  would  be  enabled  to  raise  means 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  dykes  and  drains  of  such 
character  as  to  effectually  reclaim  the  soil  from  its  present  unavailable 
condition. 

III. — Swamp  lands  donated  by  the  act  of  1850. 

The  work  under  this  branch  of  the  service  during  the  year  has 
been  confined  principally  to  examining  the  evidence  and  giving  de- 
cisions in  the  various  contests  which  have  arisen  between  individuals 
and  the  State  authorities ;  the  former  claiming  that  certain  lands 
which  have  been  selected  as  coming  within  the  purview  of  the  act  of 
1850  are  not  of  that  character,  but  are  good,  dry,  tillable  lands. 

It  having  been  decided  by  the  department  that  an  application  to 
contest  the  State's  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  should  be  regarded  as 
equivalent  to  an  application  to  purchase  the  same,  providing  the  con- 
testor  succeeded  in  having  the  contested  tract  cancelled  on  the  swamp 
list,  these  cases  were  very  numerous. 

In  Missouri  the  contests  numbered  136, -embracing  an  aggregate  of 
28,347.22  acres  which  it  was  claimed  were  not  swamp  or  overflowed 
land.     Of  this  number,  20,433.33  acres  were  struck  off  from  the  lists. 

In  Illinois,  there  were  61  contests,  which  included  25,784.51  acres. 
From  this  quantity,  the  claim  of  the  State  to  14,979.67  acres  was 
rejected. 

The  same  course  which  was  mentioned  in  the  last  report  as  having 
been  pursued  in  contested  cases  theretofore,  has  been  followed  since. 

All  the  evidence  has  been  rigidly  examined,  and  in  every  instance 


264  REPORT   OF   THE 

the  original  field  notes  have  been  consulted.  Wherever  by  them  the 
land  was  described  as  being  wet  and  unfit  for  cultivation,  the  case  was 
decided  in  favor  of  the  State,  as  instructed  by  your  office. 

Besides  the  work  already  mentioned  under  this  head,  there  have 
been  returned  to  your  office,  and  to  those  of  the  registers,  additional 
lists  of  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  as  follows  : 

In  Missouri. — Three  each  in  the  Clinton  (now 
Warsaw)  and  Springfield  districts  ;  two  in  that  of 
Jackson,  and  one  in  the  St.  Louis  district;  which 
9  lists  include 79,452.81  acres. 

In  Illinois. — One  list  in  the  Quincy  district,  in 
that  of  Danville  one,  and  in  the  district  of  Chicago 
two.     These  4  lists  embrace  an  aggregate  of 30,084.36 

Making  a  total  in  both  States  of, 109,537.17 


IY. — Surveys  of  towns  and  villages  in  Missouri,  named  in  the  acta  of 

VMh  June,  1812,  and  2Uh  May,  1824. 

The  following  field  work  has  been  executed  under  the  directions  of 
this  office,  during  the  year,  to  wit : 

Of  the  8th  November,  by  Joseph  Indest,  the  survey  of  a  piece  of 
ground  east  of  block  No.  43  of  this  city. 

The  survey  was  approved,  and  the  land  which  it  embraces,  assigned 
to  the  public  schools,  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  secdnd 
saction  of  the  act  first  above  named. 

Of  the  3d  December,  by  the  same  deputy,  a  parcel  of  land  east  of 
block  44,  in  St.  Louis.     This  was  also  assigned  to  the  schools. 

Of  the  30th  April,  by  Deputy  Clarence  Delafield,  in  the  southeast 
quarter  of  block  32,  of  Carondelet,  a  confirmation  to  Adam  Brown 
under  Louis  Motie,  by  the  act  of  29th  April,  1816.     The  survey  was  &p- 

{iroved,  and  a  plat  and  transcript  thereof  returned  to  the  recorder  of 
and  titles. 

Of  the  12th  May,  by  the  same  deputy,  the  survey  of  the  confirma- 
tion to  Frangoise  Dupiiis,  under  Charles  Dufois,  and  the  resurvey  of 
the  confirmation  to  Pierre  Guerette,  under  Auguste  Chouteau,  in 
block  No.  41  of  St.  Louis.  This  latter  was  confirmed  by  the  board 
as  being  120  by  150  feet,  and  was  so  run  out  by  Jos.  C.  Brown  ;  but* 
the  lot  having  been  augmented  by  the  purchase  of  30  feet  from  the 
owners  of  the  lot  bounding  it  on  the  south,  and  confirmed  with  this 
addition  by  the  act  of  1824,  it  was  considered  necessary  that  the  said 
survey  should  be  so  made  as  to  include  150  by  150  feet.  The  returns 
of  the  deputy  were  found  to  have  been  correctly  executed,  and  certified 

{>lats  and  transcripts  of  the  said  survey  returned  to  the  recorder  of 
and  titles. 

In  addition  to  the  assignments  already  mentioned,  there  were  desig- 
nated and  set  apart  for  the  use  of  schools  the  following  pieces  of 
ground,  viz: 

In  the  city  of  St.  Louis  :  a  portion  of  block  No.  89,  in  the  rear  of 
the  Chouteau  lot,  and  two  parcels  in  block  No.  45,  which  were  sur- 
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yeyed  by  Deputy  Delafield  under  the  instructions  dated  the  12th  of 
May  for  the  former,  and  the  23d  of  same  month  for  the  latter. 

In  the  town  of  St.  Genevieve:  an  entire  block,  for  the  rightful 
ownership  of  which  no  claimant  was  found  of  record. 

The  school  lands  of  the  said  town  of  St.  Genevieve  and  New  Bour- 
bon, made  the  subject  of  my  report  of  the  19th  of  April,  in  which  I 
pointed  out  what,  to  my  judgment,  seems  to  be  the  only  mode  of 
settling  this  complex  matter.  It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Congress  ; 
sod  I  respectfully  request  that  its  attention  be  called  to  the  case,  with 
a  view  of  passing  the  necessary  act  to  remove  the  difficulties  of  its 
adjustment,  under  the  existing  laws. 

The  business  of  making  to  the  schools  of  the  town  of  St.  Charles 
the  assignments  of  lands  to  which  they  are  entitled  by  the  acts  of  1812 
and  1824,  is  now  progressing.  There  are  no  instructions  from  your 
office,  (as  those  laws  seem  to  require,)  which  were  specially  given  for 
these  assignments  to  the  schools  of  St.  Charles  ;  but  I,  however,  con- 
aider  those  of  the  28th  June,  1851,  issued  to  Surveyor  General  Clark, 
as  sufficiently  explicit  to  justify  the  proceeding. 

When  the  St.  Charles  assignments  are  terminated,  the  school  allot- 
ments to  the  towns  and  villages  named  in  the  acts  aforesaid  will  have 
been  completed. 

V. — Record  of  land  titles  under  the  act  of  June  12,  1840. 

The  record  of  New  Madrid  certificates,  and  the  papers  pertaining  to 
them,  as  well  as  that  of  the  contracts  for  surveying  the  public  lands 
since  the  opening  of  the  office  in  1815,  adverted  to  in  my  last  report, 
is  completed. 

There  were  recorded  during  the  year,  viz : 

A. — Of  documents  that  had  been  furnished  by  the  recorder  of  land 
titles  to  the  surveyor  general  in  pursuance  of  law  : 

The  list  of  the  private  claims  in  Missouri,  confirmed  by  the  board  of 
ootnmissioners,  and  by  the  act  of  April  29,  1816. 

The  transcripts  of  seventy- two  claims  confirmed  by  the  act  of  July  4, 
1836,  to  replace  originals  lost,  or  those  too  much  defaced  or  otherwise 
injured  to  be  bound  into  volumes. 

The  list  of  confirmations  of  towns,  out,  and  common  field  lots  by 
the  board  of  commissioners ;  and  the  list  of  lots  of  the  same  nature 
confirmed  by  the  act  of  April  29,  1816. 

The  list  of  confirmations  by  Recorder  Hunt  under  the  acts  of  June  13, 
1812,  and  May  26,  1824,  in  the  towns  and  villages  of  Missouri. 

All  of  those  records  are  provided  with  direct  and  inverted  indexes. 

B. — Of  our  own  files  : 

The  five  volumes  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  containing  the  correspondence  of 
the  surveyor  general  from  November  23,  1824,  to  April  11,  1839. 

The  letters  from  the  General  Land  Office  to  thj  surveyor  general, 
during  the  years  1824  to  1832 — four  volumes. 

The  two  volumes  furnished  by  your  office  of  the  missing  correspond- 
ence between  the  Commissioner  and  this  office  previous  to  the  year  1824. 

The  field  notes  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-three  exterior  lines,  and 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  subdivisions  of  townships  in  Missouri ; 
also  the  notes  of  the  State  lines  between  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and 
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M issouri  and  Iowa  ;  likewise  the  notes  of  resurveys,  of  private  sur- 
veys, detached  lines,  meanders,  and  small  fractions  of  lapd,  have  been 
added  to  the  record  of  the  townships  to  which  they  respectively  belong. 

The  field  notes  of  the  resurvey  of  and  in  fifteen  townships  of  Illi- 
nois, with  similar  additions  to  those  just  mentioned  for  Missouri. 

From  the  accompanying  statement  No.  3,  you  will  perceive  that 
twenty  plats  of  townships  (4  in  Illinois  and  16  in  Missouri)  have  been 
recorded  or  constructed ;  and  that  fifty-seven  township  plats  (8  in 
Illinois  and  49  in  Missouri)  have  been  copied,  either  for  the  General 
Land  Office  or  for  the  registers ;  making  an  aggregate  of  77  plats. 

VI. — Miscellaneous  work. 

There  have  been  transcribed  for  preservation  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment the  field  notes  of  the  surveys  and  resurveys  made  during  the  year. 

The  field  notes  of  private  surveys  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  tran- 
scribed for  the  same  purpose,  are  now  under  process  of  completion. 
They  will  be  transmitted  in  a  short  time. 

The  record  of  letters,  statements,  notices,  &c,  during  the  year,  fills 
up  seven  hundred  and  twenty-seven  pages  of  letter-paper. 

The  accounts  are  recorded  up  to  and  inclusive  of  the  2d  quarter. 
Those  of  the  3d  quarter  will  be  recorded  when  I  am  advised  of  their 
adjustment  by  the  department. 

Of  descriptive  lists  of  townships  there  have  been  transmitted  to 
registers,  viz :  In  the  Yandalia  district,  Illinois,  one ;  in  that  of 
Springfield,  Illinois,  two ;  in  that  of  St.  Louis,  one  ;  and  in  that  of 
Jackson,  Missouri,  one  hundred  and  sixty-two.  Two  hundred  and 
forty-two  descriptive  lists  have  been  examined. 

Of  recorded  township  plats,  three  hundred  and  eighty  were  exam- 
ined and  corrected. 

Of  the  exhibits  of  private  claims  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  that  of 
the  confirmations  by  the  former  board  of  commissioners  (Missouri) 
is  nearly  completed. 

All  the  plats  of  townships,  subdivisions,  islands,  resurveys,  &c, 
required  by  the  service,  were  made  out  and  sent  to  your  office  and  to 
such  of  the  registers  as  needed  them. 

The  synopsis  of  the  operations  of  the  office  since  the  date  of  the  last 
annual  report,  which  was  required  by  your  letter  of  the  11th  April, 
was  begun  upon  the  reception  of  that  letter,  and  the  several  items 
entered  in  it  as  facts  occurred.  It  is  now  continued  to  serve  as  the 
basis  of  the  next  annual  report. 

There  were  issued  nine  certificates  of  purchase  (from  No.  15  to  23) 
of  land  by  registers.  These  cases  are  carefully  noted  on  the  town- 
ship plats. 

There  were  issued  two  certificates  of  relocation  for  valid  interferences 
with  surveys  of  confirmation  by  the  act  of  4th  July,  1836. 

There  were  platted,  transcribed,  and  recorded,  of  private  surveys,  of 
all  descriptions,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  surveys  in  Illinois  ;  and 
in  Missouri,  ninety- one  surveys ;  of  these  latter,  thirty-six  were  of 
village  or  town  lots  and  school-lands. 

Plats  and  transcripts  of  private  surveys  in  Missouri  were  returned 
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to  the  recorder,  viz :  of  town  and  village  lots  twenty-four,  and  of  the 
general  series  two  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

There  being  still  unsurveyed  thirteen  locations  of  certificates  issued 
under  the  New  Madrid  act  of  17th  February,  1815,  the  necessary  papers 
in  each  case  for  their  survey  have  been  prepared.  On  this  subject  I 
will  remark,  in  consideration  of  the  closing  of  this  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice, that,  whether  or  not  the  claimants  apply  for  it,  the  locations 
should  be  surveyed,  were  it  only  for  the  sake  of  the  purchasers  of 
adjoining  lands,  the  lines  of  which  have  never  been  run,  when  they 
are  common  with  those  of  the  locations,  if  these  latter  take  in  for 
complement  of  the  quantity  granted  a  portion  of  a  quarter,  or  any 
other  division  of  the  section. 

I  intend  to  report  on  this  subject  and  ask  for  your  instructions. 

In  my  report  of  the  2d  of  August,  I  complied  with  the  instructions 
of  the  13th  of  May,  relative  to  the  proposal  by  the  council  of  the 
town  of  Carondelet  to  the  United  States,  to  exchange  the  tract  sur- 
veyed in  1840,  under  the  direction  of  the  War  Department,  for  the 
military  reserve  at  Jefferson  barracks,  within  the  common  of  the  said 
town,  for  another  tract ;  or  rather  so  to  alter  some  of  the  boundaries 
of  the  survey  of  1840,  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the  lines  of  the  sub- 
divisions of  the  common  by  the  town  corporation.  I  have  endeavored 
fully  and  strictly  to  carry  out  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  instruction, 
and  taken  all  the  steps  that  seemed  to  be  conducive  to  a  clear  appre- 
hension of  the  case,  in  view  of  the  decision  to  be  rendered  upon  it  by 
the  superior  authority. 

In  conformity  with  the  authorization  given  the  28th  November, 
to  purchase,  as  recommended  in  my  last  report,  law  books  for  the  use 
of  the  office,  such  books  as  were  deemed  essential  for  the  transaction 
of  business  have  been  bought.  Upon  each  of  them  is  the  annotation 
that  they  are  the  property  of  the  United  States. 

In  pursuance  of  another  authorization  of  the  4th  August,  upon  my 
request  therefor,   I  have  had  printed  one  thousand  copies  of  the 

Itrinted  instructions  to  deputies  of  the  district  for  surveying  the  pub- 
ic lands  and  the  private  confirmed  claims.  This  pamphlet  I  con- 
sider as  the  best  means  of  enabling  State  county  surveyors  and  other 
persons  engaged  in  field  operations,  to  fulfil  their  duties  correctly, 
and  to  solve  such  difficulties  as  are  thrown  in  their  way  by  the  de- 
fectiveness or  the  obliteration  of  early  surveys.  For  that  reason  I  am 
induced  to  furnish  the  pamphlet  to  such  persons  whose  avocations 
justify  their  application  therefor. 

As  requested,  I  transmitted  on  the  22d  September  two  hundred 
copies  of  the  pamphlet  for  the  use  of  your  office. 

VII. — Estimate  of  funds  wanted/or  the  fiscal  year  1857-'58. 

These  estimates  are  detailed  in  my  letter  of  the  23d  September,  a 
copy  of  which  is  accompanying  this  report,  as  statement  No.  2.  They 
are  divided  into  seven  items,  presenting  an  aggregate  of  $20,320. 

As  the  sums  asked  for  are  for  the  same  services  for  which  appro- 
priations were  made  for  a  number  of  years  past,  it  is  not  thought 
requisite  to  review  them  in  detail ;  I  will  therefore  content  myself  by 
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stating  that  they  are  deemed  necessary  to  conduct  the  various  branches 
of  the  service  of  this  district  during  the  period  mentioned  above,  and 
by  requesting  your  recommendation  of  them  to  Congress  for  allowance. 
This  report  is  sent  in  triplicate,  and  in  the  form  indicated  by  the 
instructions  of  11th  April,  with  the  accompanying  statements  Nos.  1, 
2,  and  3  ;  but  without  diagrams  of  the  two  States  of  the  district,  as  the 
data  the  report  contains  need  not  the  illustration  of  diagrams. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LOUGHBOROUGH, 

Surveyor  General. 
Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

City  of  Washington. 


No.  1. 


General  statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  by  the  surveyor  general 
for  Illinois  and  Missouri  of  the  public  funds  allowed  for  the  several 
services  of  his  office  since  October  25,  1855,  the  date  of  his  last  annual 
report,  viz: 


A. — appropriations  of  $5,8&0  of  March  3, 1855,  and  August 
18,  1856,  for  compensations  to  tht  surveyor  general  and 
hi*  cltrkiy  and  apportionment  of  $4,800,  made  April  27, 
1855,  and  that  of  $4,000,  made  August  25,  1856,  for  com- 
petvtation  to  extra  clerks,  out  of  the  appropriations  for  that 
object  in  the  ac  s  of  said  March  3,  1855,  and  August  18, 
1856. 


Balance  due  the  United  States  October  25,  1855 
Cash  received  from  Treasurer  4th  quarter,  1855. 
Cath  received  from  Trenaurer  l*t  quarter,  1856  . 
Gash  received  from  Treasurer  2d  quarter,  1856  . 
Cash  received  from  Treasurer  3d  quarter,  1856  . 


Expendedduring  4th  quarter,  1855  . 
Expended  during  1st  quarter,  1856, 
Expended  during  2d  quarter,  1856. . 
Expended  during  3d  quarter,  1856. . 


#2,370  12 
2,913  78 
2,797  29 
2,552  78 


Balance  due  the  surveyor  general  October  1,  1856. 


B. — Appropriation  for  the  survey  of  towns  and  villages  in 
Missouri,  named  in  the  acts  oj  Jane  13,  1812,  and  May 
26,  1824. 


Balance  due  the  United  States  October  25,  1855. 

Expended  during  4th  quarter,  1855 • 

Expended  during  let  quarter,  1  Ho G 

Expended  during  2d  quarter,  1856 , 

Expended  during  3d  quarter,  1856 


96  09 
115  38 

76  92 
165  (19 


Balance  due  the  United  States  October  1, 1856 1 1       296  79 


#189  19 
2,655  0(1 
2,655  00 
2,655  00 
2,455  00 


$10,609  19 


10,633  97 


24  78 


750  27 


453  48 
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No.  1 — Continued. 


C— Appropriation  for  the  correction  of  erroneous  end  de- 
fective tines  of  the  public  and  private  surveys  in  Illinois 
and  Misorur  itand  that  for  same  corrections  in  Jttitsouri. 

Balance  due  the  United  State*  October  35,  1855,  of  the 

latter  appropriation • . 

Cash  received  from  the  Treasurer  in  4th  quarter,  1855.  •  • 
Cash  received  from  the  Treasurer  in  1st  quarter,  1856.  • . . 


Balance  due  surveyor  general  October  25,  1855. 
Expended  during  4th  quarter,  1855 


\).— Apportionments  of  §2,500  of  April  27, 1855,  and  August 
25,  1*556,  to  meet  the  incidental  expense*  of  the  surveyor 
general 'f  office. 


Balance  due  the  United  States  October  25,  1855. 

Overcharge  in  account  of  3d  quarter,  1855 

Gash  received  from  Treasurer  4th  quarter,  1855.  • 
Cash  received  from  Treasurer  1st  quarter,  1856. . 
Gt»h  received  from  Treasurer  2d  quarter,  1856. . 
Cash  rece.ved  from  Treasurer  3d  quarter,  1856.  « 


#36  9  2 
1,194  93 


Expended  during  4th  quarter,  1855. 
Expended  during  1st  quarter,  1856  . 
Expended  during  2d  quarter,  1856. . 
Expended  doling  3d  quarter,  1856. . 


517  65| 
514  90! 
616  57 
448  62 


Balance  doe  the  United  States  October  1,  1856. 


$617  14: 
5*2  81? 

31  8a' 

_____ 

1,231  85 
1,231  85 


367  58 
10  Ul» 
625  OOj 
625  (KM 
625  00< 
625  00 


2,877  58 


2,097  74 


Y»—ApportionmenU  of  #8,000  of  April  27, 1655,  and  #6,000  ! 
ef  August  25,  1856,  to  complete  the  record  of  land  titles  ' 
in  the  district,  as  required  by  tht  act  of  June  12,  1840. 


Balance  due  the  United  States  October  25,  1855, 
Cub  received  from  Treasurer  4th  quarter,  1855. . 
Cash  received  from  Treasurer  1st  quarter,  1856. , 
Cash  received  from  Treasurer  2d  quarter,  1856. , 
Cash  received  from  Treasurer  3d  quarter,  18£6  . . 


764  5 
1,500  (M 
1,500  001 
1,500  00 
1,500  00 


Expended  during  4th  quarter,  1855 • • .'  1 ,  827  64 

Expended  during  1st  quarter,  1856 :  1 ,  729  03 

Expended  daring  2d  quarter,  1856 1 ,584  79 

ExjftnCed  during  3d  quarter,  1856 1,606  14 


6,764  55 


Balance  dne  the  United  States  October  1,  1856. 


6,747  60j 


#779  84 


16  95 


Aggregate  of  the  balance  due  the  United  States .1     1 ,093  58 

From  which,  deducting  the  balance  due  the  surveyor  gen*  ■  j 

eral  by  the  salary  fund. .  • 24  78 


Leaves  an  actual  balance  against  him  of , 


1,068  80 


OvTiet.  OF  THE  ScftYITOft  GENERAL, 

&t.  Louis,  October  20,  1856. 


JNO.  LOUGHBOROUGH, 

Surveyor  General, 


J 
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No.  2. 

Office  of  the  Surveyor  General, 

St.  Louie,  September  23,  1856. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  11th  April  last,  I  here* 
with  submit  the  following  estimates  of  the  funds  that  will  he  required 
for  the  service  of  this  district  during  the  fiscal  year  185  7-'  58 : 

Item  No.  1.  For  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  general $2,000  00 

Item  No.  2.  For  the  salary  of  clerks,  as  per  act  of  9th 

Mav,  1836 3,820  00 

Item  No.  3.  For  the  salary  of  extra  clerks  to  supply  the 

deficiency  of  the  ahove  regular  appro- 
priation          4,000  00 

Item  No.  4.  For  terminating  the  record  of  land  titles  in 

Illinois  and  Missouri,  made  under  the  act 
of  12th  June,  1840 4,000  00 

Item  No.  5.  For  incidental  expenses  of  this  office 2,500  00 

Item  No.  6.  For  survey  of  towns  and  villages  in  Missouri, 

assignment  of  school  land,  &c 2,000  00 

Item  No.  7.  For  survey  of  defective  and  erroneous  lines 

of  the  puhlic  and  private  surveys  in  Illi- 
nois and  Missouri 2,000  00 


Total $20,320  00 


— ■      i« 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LOUGHBOROUGH, 

Surveyor  General. 
Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
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No.  3. 

Statement  showing  the  plats  of  townships  which  have  been  recorded  or 
constructed  between  October  25,  1855,  and  the  above  date,  and  the 
number  of  plats  of  townships  which  have  been  copied  for  the  use  of 
the  local  and  the  general  land  offices. 


Township. 

Range. 

Meridian. 

Plata  record- 
ed   or    con- 
structed. 

Plata  copied. 

Remarks. 

in  Illinois. 
JS 

9W 
1  E 
1  and  2  E 

• 

3d 

3d 
3d 

1 
1 
2 

2 
2 

4 

15  N 

MM 

4 

8 

h  Missouri,  north  mad 
tost  «f  ike  meridian . 

36 

2 
3 
4 

4 

4 

5 

5 

6 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

9 

9 

10 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1* 

1 

* 

11 

12 
14 
31 

1 
3 
3 
2 

33,34.  37 

» 

1 
1 
1 

30 

4*  tad  49 

2 
5 
1 
2 

On     same 

83,31.35.36.  37 

plat. 

28 

24 

1 
1 

43 

1 
3 

31,33.37 

as 

1 

4 

*'4»nd  25 

2 

3°,  31,  32.  33.  35.36... 

6 

)9 

1 

33,35,  36 

3 

31 

1 

21,22,29 

3 
5 
3 

^  21,  23,  24,  98 

X*rtk  ond  tots*  of  the 
mtridim*** 

31 

1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

*»  and  31 

44 

45 

41 

3U 

2 

Total 

16 

49 

1 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Plats  record- 
ed   or    con 
structed. 


Illinois.  • 
Missouri 


Making  an  aggregate  of , 


4 

16 


20 


Plats  copied. 


8 
49 


57 
20 


77 


JNO.  LOUGHBOROUGH,  Surveyor  General. 
Office  or  the  Surveyor  Genual,  St.  Louis,  October  20, 1856. 


annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  op  arkansas. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Little  Rock}  Arkansas,  October  28,  1856, 

SrR :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  in  triplicate  the  annual  report,  exhibiting,  by  the 
accompanying  documents,  (Nos.  1  to  9,)  the  condition  of  the  purveying 
department  in  Arkansas,  and  the  amount  of  field  and  office  labor  per- 
formed since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  from  this  office. 

Field-work. 

Statement  No.  1  exhibits  the  condition  of  the  unfinished  contracts  for 
the  survey  of  the  public  lands  at  the  date  of  my  last  anuual  report. 
Of  these  but  two  remain  incomplete — Mr.  McPherson's  contract  of  Sep- 
tember 25,  1855,  (item  7  of  statement  No.  1,)  and  Mr.  James  A.  Mar- 
tin's, of  30th  May,  1855.  Both  of  these  contracts  will  be  completed  at  an 
early  day,  as  both  the  deputies  are  now  in  the  field.  The  contract  of 
Mr.  James  S.  Garretson,  of  18th  September,  1854,  so  far  as  regards 
the  field  work,  is  completed,  and  the  whole  paid  for  by  the  Treasurer, 
on  his  account  for  the  same,  certified  from  this  office,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  township  2  south,  range  9  west,  the  account  for  which  has  not 
yet  been  forwarded. 

Statement  No.  2  exhibits  the  condition  of  the  contracts  entered  into 
since  my  last  annual  report.  Shortly  after  entering  into  contract 
with  the  two  deputies  referred  to  in  this  statement,  your  letter  of  the 
11th  February  last  was  received,  in  which  you  were  pleased  to  remark 
that  '*  no  resurveys  will  be  undertaken  in  future  unless  authorized 
by  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  through  this  office."  Although, 
as  mentioned  in  statement  No  2,  one  of  the  deputies  had  made  his  pre- 
parations for  an  immediate  departure,  in  order  to  execute  his  work,  it 
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was  thought  proper,  until  further  advices  from  you,  to  countermand 
mid  contract ;   and  it  so  remains  in  that  condition. 

Anxious  to  facilitate  the  department  in  all  its  views  relative  to 
urging  on  the  business  of  this  office  to  a  speedy  close,  the  resurveying 
and  retracing  the  lines  of  the  public  surveys  in  this  State  has  occupied 
mv  most  serious  attention. 

The  attention  of  your  office  has  been  heretofore  directed  to  the  large 
amount  of  fraudulent  surveys  executed  by  the  late  Charles  H.  Pel  ham,  . 
deputy  surveyor  ;  and  in  advices  from  the  General  Land  Office,  dated 
April  18,  1855,  my  "  earnest  attention  was  directed  to  these  aggravated 
evils  to  the  surveying  service,  the  extent  of  which  it  is  very  important 
to  determine  a£  far  as  possible."  I  have  therefore  caused  a  tabular 
statement,  (No.  5,)  also  further  illustrated  by  diagram,  (A  No.  1,) 
to  be  prepared,  which  shows  all  the  townships  in  this  office,  the  field- 
notes  of  which  bear  his  name,  the  date  of  their  reported  original  sur- 
vey, and  the  date  of  those  which  have  been  resurveyed  ;  an  estimate 
for  which,  at  the  usual  rate  of  four  dollars  per  mile,  will  be  found  in 
the  annual  estimate  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1858,  append- 
ed to  this  report. 

I  cannot  but  reiterate  the  sentiments  of  my  predecessors  respecting 
these  fraudulent  surveys,  and  earnestly  hope  for  a  speedy  adjustment 
of  the  same.  I  have  thought  proper  to  present  the  letter  of  Mr.  Byrne, 
county  surveyor  of  Carroll  county,  in  this  State,  relative  to  Pelham's 
surveys  in  that  county,  a  i  part  of  this  report — which  see,  marked  No.  9. 

Office-work. 

In  this  department  the  usual  industry  has  been  exerted  in  the  fur- 
therance of  the  public  business.  No.  3  exhibits  the  number  of  plats 
made  from  the  field-notes  of  resurvey  or  retracement  since  the  date 
of  the  last  annual  report.  Some  of  these  were  of  the  most  difficult 
character,  requiring  no  little  time  and  skill  in  their  construction.  In 
the  work  of  reconstructing  from  the  original  field-notes  new  plats  to 
supply  the  place  of  old,  defaced,  or  worn  out  ones,  but  little  has  been 
done — the  calculation  of  the  areas  for  the  new  maps  of  resurvey  occu- 
pying the  almost  undivided  time  of  one  clerk.  It  is  intended,  how- 
ever, to  recommence  this  work  with  vigor ;  indeed,  the  most  urgent 
necessity  exists  for  the  construction  of  new  maps,  the  worn  out  and 
old  ones  in  this  office  having  become  almost  useless. 

Table  No.  4  exhibits  the  number  of  descriptive  lists  made  for  the  sev- 
eral district  land  offices.     Though  this  work  is  now  closed,  its  prosecu- 
tion was  attended  with  considerable  delay  and  difficulty — the  field-notes 
pertaining  to  the  several  land  districts  having  been  strongly  bound, 
paged,  and  prefaced  with  a  suitable  index.     The  whole  of  the  Bates- 
ville  Land  Districts,  in  three  volumes,  were  forwarded  to  the  register 
of  that  district,  4th  April  last,  and  their  receipt  duly  acknowledged 
by  him.     The  volumes  for  the  remaining  districts  are  now  securely 
packed,  waiting  a  favorable  opportunity  for  transit.     In  future  it  is 
intended,    when  the  descriptive  field-notes  of  resurveyed  townships 
shall  have  been  completed,  to  forward  the  same  to  the  register,  with 
the  plat  ot  such  township. 
18 
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Statement  No.  5  exhibits  a  list  of  the  townships  surveyed  by  Charles 
H.  Pelham,  deputy  surveyor,  extending  oveT  a  period  of  twenty-one 
years,  referred  to  above.  Diagram  A  No.  1  shows  the  townships 
recommended  for  resurvey  or  retracement  under  the  recommendations 
©f  former  surveyors  general,  and  for  which  appropriations  have  been 
made  by  Congress;  the  townships  surveyed  under  those  appropria- 
tions, and  those  yet  remaining  subject,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commissioner,  to  resurvey. 

No.  4  exhibits  the  townships  and  boundaries  recorded  for  transfer 
to  the  State  of  Arkansas,  under  tbe  act  of  12th  June,  1840.  During 
the  first  half  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  this  important  work  was  vigorously 
prosecuted  to  the  full  extent  of  the  appropriation.  But  one  clerk  is 
now  employed  in  that  business ;  and  when  advices  shall  have  been 
received  from  the  General  Land  Office,  informing  me  of  the  provision 
allotted  to  this  office  for  that  purpose,  the  transfer  recording  shall 
again  be  perseveringly  carried  on  to  completion.  The  work  of  in- 
dexing and  binding  these  records  had  already  been  commenced,  but 
was  interrupted  by  the  reopening  of  the  swamp  business,  and  occa- 
sional sickness  in  the  office.  It  is  hoped  the  present  fiscal  year  will 
afford  more  favorable  opportunities  for  carrying  out  the  designs  of 
Congress,  expressed  in  the  act  above  alluded  to. 

In  addition  to  the  preparation  of  the  swamp  land  lists,  which  is 
necessarily  slow,  the  regular  force  of  this  office  has  been  engaged  in 
the  making  of  plats  and  diagrams  of  subdivisions  for  the  local  land 
offices ;  preparing  contracts  and  special  instructions  to  deputy  sur- 
veyors; in  recording  and  keeping  up  the  correspondence  of  the  office; 
in  the  preparation  and  examination  of  accounts  and  vouchers,  and  in 
recording  the  same;  in  the  calculation  of  areas,  and  in  the  comparing 
of  transcripts  intended  for  transmission  to  the  General  Land  Office,  or 
transfer  to  the  State. 

« 

Swamp  Lands. 

Aware  of  the  urgent  manner  in  which  the  department  from  time 
to  time  has  pressed  this  matter  on  my  attention,  no  time  has  been 
lost  in  acting  upon  the  reports  of  the  State  locating  agents,  forwarded 
to  this  office  by  the  governor  of  the  State.  Almost  the  whole  dispo- 
sable force  of  this  office  has,  during  the  past  summer,  been  engaged 
in  the  compilation,  examination,  copying,  and  comparing  the  several 
lists  for  the  respective  land  districts  and  the  General  Land  Office. 

Keeping  in  mind  the  instructions  issued  from  your  office  at  various 
times,  and  the  rules  prescribed  for  my  guidance,  I  have  patiently  ex- 
amined the  reports  of  the  several  agents,  and  decided  according  to 
the  evidence  before  me. 

Whenever  the  plats  and  field-notes  indicated  a  tract  to  be  dry, 
rolling,  or  fit  for  cultivation,  I  have  caused  the  same  to  be  embraced 
in  list  marked  No.  3,  and  withheld  them  from  recommendation  as  lands 
not  inuring  to  the  State  under  the  act  of  28th  September,  1850,  ex- 
cept in  cases  where  the  field-note  record  was  considered  fraudulent, 
(those  of  C.  H.  Pelham,  deputy  surveyor,  for  instance  ;)  in  that  case, 
I  have  preferred  the  locator's  oath,  and  acted  accordingly.    But  where 
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the  field-notes  indicated  that  the  lines  constituting  the  boundaries  of 
tracts  returned  as  "  swamp  and  overflowed,"  were  wet,  or  swamp,  or 
overflow,  or  where  they  were  silent  as  to  that  fact,  then  the  collateral 
testimony  of  the  locator's  oath,  or  the  position  of  the  tract  on  the 
plat,  regarding  its  contiguity  to  streams,  swamps,  lakes,  &c,  were 
admitted  as  evidence  in  favor,  and  all  such  tracts  were  embraced  in 
list  No.  6;  and  certified  to  the  Commissioner  as  inuring  to  the  State 
8Ute  under  the  act  of  1850. 

I  have,  also,  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  contained  in  your 
communication  of  the  1 2th  August  last,  caused  neat  copies  of  all 
swamp  land  lists,  upon  which  this  office  has  taken  final  action,  to* be 
forwarded  to  the  registers  of  the  district  land  offices  of  the  State. 

No  little  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  arranging  the  disor- 
derly materials  presented  in  many  of  the  reports  of  the  locating  agents. 
Tracts  of  land  certified  to  your  office  years  ago  as  "swamp  and  over* 
flowed"  by  the  field-notes,  are  again  and  again  brought  forward  in 
the  several  lists  for  examination,  and  in  many  instances  the  entire 
reports  of  the  agents  are  made  up  of  lands  of  this  character. 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  the  governor  of  the  State 
has  filed  in  this  office  lists  of  lands,  selected  as  "swamp  and  over- 
flowed," amounting  to  622,220.24  acres;  out  of  which  I  have  certified 
to  your  office  as  inuring  to  the  State,  under  the  act  of  1850,  324,457.45 
acres.  The  remainder,  viz :  297,762.88  acres,  not  being  sustained  by 
the  evidence  required,  I  have  withheld  from  certification. 

Tabular  statement  No.  8  is  an  estimate  of  the  funds  required  to  meet 
the  disbursements  of  this  office  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1858.  In  that  estimate,  which  I  caused  to  be  forwarded  on  the  6th 
instant,  there  is  no  item  for  the  resurvey  of  townships  fraudulently 
surveyed  by  Charles  H.  Pelham ;  but  since  making  out  the  tabular 
statement,  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  include  an  item  to  cover  the 
correction  or  resurvey  of  that  work,  believing  it  better  for  the  public 
interest,  as  well  as  for  the  private  citizens  on  those  lands,  that  the 
same  may  the  more  speedily  be  put  under  contract,  with  skillful  and 
faithful  deputies,  and,  it  is  hoped,  a  final  adjustment  made  of 
the  survey  of  the  public  lands  in  this  State. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  documents  forming  a  part  of  and  ac- 
companying this  report,  viz: 

1.  Tabular  statement  No.  1,  showing  the  condition  of  the  contracts 
not  closed  October  29,  1855,  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  from 
this  office. 

2.  Statement  No.  2,  showing  the  condition  of  contracts  for  the  survey 
of  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  entered  into  since  Octo- 
ber 29,  1855,  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  from  this  office. 

3.  A  list  of  plats  constructed  from  the  field-notes  of  resurvey,  which 
have  been  examined  and  approved  since  the  date  of  the  last  annual 
report  from  this  office,  (marked  No.  3.) 

4.  Table  of  description  lists,  (marked  No.  4,)  made  from  the  field- 
notes  of  original  survey  and  resurvey,  since  the  date  of  the  last  annual 
report  from  this  office. 

5.  Table  marked  No.  5  shows  a  list  of  the  townships  originally  sur- 
veyed by  Charles  H.  Pelham,  deputy  surveyor,  between  the  years  1821 
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wid  1843,  but  which  are  now  discovered  to  be  grossly  erroneous  or 
fraudulent. 

6.  Table  marked  No.  6,  a  list  of  townships  and  boundaries,  the  field- 
notes  of  which  have  been  recorded  for  transfer  to  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
under  the  act  of  June  12,  1840. 

7.  Table,  marked  No.  7,  exhibiting  those  townships  and  boundaries 
which  have  been  recorded  for  transmission  to  the  General  Land  Office. 

8.  Estimate  of  funds  required  to  meet  the  disbursements  of  this 
office  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858,  under  the  several 
heads  of  " salaries,"  "  preparing  unfinished  records,"  "  incidental 
expenses,"  "survey  of  the  public  lands,"  and  "swamp  lands." 

9.  Letter  from  the  county  surveyor  of  Carroll  county,  respecting  the 
surveys  in  that  county,  (marked  No.  9.) 

10.  Diagram,  marked  A  No.  1,  exhibiting  the  various  townships 
now  recommended  for  resurvey  or  retracement — the  townships  surveyed 
by  the  late  Charles  H.  Pelham,  &c. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  RECTOR, 
Surveyor  Oenerai  of  Arkansas. 
Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  1. 


Statement  showing  the  condition  of  the  contracts  not  dosed  October  29, 
1855,  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  from  this  office. 

No.  1.  Contract  of  Granville  McPherson,  dated  January  8th,  1855, 
embracing  the  following  townships,  to  wit :  Township  6  north,  ranges  16 
and  17  west,  (south  of  old  Cherokee  boundary);  township  5  north,  range 
16  west,  north  of  Arkansas  river  ;  part  of  township  5  north,  range  14 
west;  township  7  north,  range  14  west;  township  7  north,  range  16 
west,  (south  of  Cherokee  boundary);  and  townships  20  and  21  north, 
ranges  20  and  21  west.  The  whole  of  this  contract  has  been  com- 
pleted, field-work  examined  and  approved,  plats  made  and  copies  for- 
warded to  Commissioner  and  registers'  offices,  and  accounts  adjusted 
and  paid. 

No.  2.  Contract  of  Allen  Martin,  dated  January  12th,  1855,  embrac- 
ing townships  2  north,  ranges  11  and  12  west;  township  1  north,  range 
12  west;  part  of  township  3  north,  range  13  west ;  township  4  north, 
range  13  west;  township  5  north,  range  13  west;  and  township  5 
north,  range  12  west.  This  contract,  of  which  the  field-work  was  fin- 
ished at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  from  this  office,  but  the  field- 
notes  not  examined,  has,  since  that  period,  been  satisfactorily  closed, 
plats  made  and  sent  to  Commissioner  and  registers,  and  accounts 
adjusted  at  the  treasury. 

No.  4.  Contract  of  James  A.  Martin  dated  May  30th,  1855,  embracing 
townships  2  north,  ranges  21,  22,  23  and  24  west;  township  11  north, 
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range  3  west,  (east  of  White  river);  township  20  north,  range  6  west; 
township  10  north,  range  3  west;  and  the  survey  of  accretions  formed  on 
the  margin  of  a  large  lake  in  township  5  south,  range  9  west.  Of 
this  contract  Mr.  Martin  has  finished  the  lake  survey.  Township  10 
north,  range  3  west,  (east  of  White  river,)  and  township  20  north, 
range  6  west,  of  which  the  plats  have  been  made  and  forwarded  to 
Commissioner  and  register,  and  accounts  adjusted  at  the  treasury. 
Townships  2  north,  ranges  21,  22,  23  and  24  west,  are  not  yet  coin* 
pie  ted,  the  deputy  being  now  engaged  in  their  resurvey. 

No.  5.  Contract  of  George  W.  Hughes.  The  maps  of  this  deputy's 
field-work  were  not  made  when  the  last  annual  report  was  forwarded. 
They  have  since  been  forwarded,  and  account  for  hit  work  adjusted  at 
the  treasury. 

No.  6.  Contract  of  James  A.  Martin,  dated  June  27th,  1854.  Town- 
ship 3  north,  range  14  west,  field-notes  returned  but  not  examined; 
township  4  south,  range  17  west;  deputy  in  the  field. 

No.  7.  Contract  of  Granville  McPherson,  dated  September  25th, 
1855,  embracing  township  6  north,  range  1  west;  townships  10, 12  and 
13  north,  range  2  east;  townships  1 1  and  13  north,  range  3  east;  town- 
ship 5  north,  range  4  east;  township  4  north,  range 5  east;  township 
19  north,  range  21  west.  Of  this  contract,  townships  12  and  13 
north,  range  2  east,  have  been  completed,  field-notes  examined  and 
approved,  and  account  adjusted  at  the  treteury.  Township  13  north, 
range  3  east,  resurveyed,  field-notes  examined  and  approved,  but  plats 
not  yet  made.  Township  10  north,  range  2  east,  and  township  4 
north,  range  5  east;  deputy  at  work  in  the  field. 

No.  8.  Contract  of  Allen  Martin,  dated  September  25th,  1855. 
Townships  5  and  6  south,  range  18  west;  township  6  south,  range  17 
west;  township  5  south,  range  15  west;  township  3  south,  range  11 
west;  township  6  south,  range  8  west;  and  township  1  north,  range 
11  west.  Of  this  contract  township  3  south,  range  11  west;  township 
6  south,  range  18  west;  and  township  5  south,  range  15  west,  remain 
uncompleted.  Townships  6  south,  range  8  west,  and  6  south,  range 
17  west,  have  been  completed,  field-notes  examined  and  approved,  and 
accounts  adjusted  at  the  treasury.  The  deputy  is  now  in  the  field  com- 
pleting this  contract. 

No.  9.  Special  instructions  to  C.  Langtree,  of  September  25th, 
1855.*  Townships  13  and  14  south,  range  8  west,  and  correction  of 
township  15  south,  range  10  west,  and  township  18  south,  range  9 
west.  Under  these  instructions,  the  deputy  proceeded  to  resurvey 
township  18  south,  range  9  west,  with  its  contiguous  boundaries,  the 
field-notes  of  which  were  returned,  examined  and  approved,  and  plat 
of  the  same  sent  to  General  Land  Office.  An  account  for  retracement 
of  the  boundaries  only  was  presented,  certified  from  this  office,  and 
adjusted  at  the  treasury. 

The  remainder  of  the  contract  remains  uncompleted. 

H.  M.  RECTOR, 
Surveyor  General. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  October  28,  1856. 
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No.  2. 

Statement  shotting  the  condition  of  contracts  for  the  survey  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  entered  into  since  October  29,  1855, 
the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  of  this  office: 

No.  1.  Contract  with  Granville  McPherson  for  the  retracement  of 
township  1  north,  range  13  west,  dated  February  12, 1850,  at  four  dol- 
lars per  mile.  While  the  deputy  was  engaged  in  resurvey in  g  this  town- 
ship,  instructions  were  received  from  the  General  Land  Office,  which 
the  surveyor  general  construed  as  sufficient  to  warrant  him  in  sus- 
pending further  contracts  until  more  fully  advised  by  the  Commissioner. 
As  Mr.  McPherson  had  made  considerable  progress  in  executing  the 
resurvey  of  this  township,  it  was  thought  proper  to  permit  him  to 
finish  it;  but  the  field-notes  have  not  been  examined,  nor  will  the 
account  for  the  resurvey  of  the  same  be  certified  from  this  office,  until 
definite  instructions  from  the  Commissioner  relating  to  the  allotment 
of  appropriations  for  resurveying  the  public  domain  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  shall  have  been  received  for  the 
•government  of  this  office. 

•  No.  2.  Contract  with  C.  Langtree,  dated  February  25th,  1856,  for 
%he  resurvey  of  the  following  townships,  at  $4  and  $6  per  mile :  Town- 
ship 1  north, range  14  west;  township  2  north,  range  13  west;  town- 
ships 8  and  10  south,  range  15  west;  townships  18  and  19  south, 
range  20  west;  township  15  south,  range  5  west,  and  townships  14 
south,  ranges  7  and  8  west.  Mr.  Langtree  had  made  his  preparations 
to  start  for  the  field  when  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner,  above  al- 
luded to,  was  received.  Operations  suspended  until  further  advices 
from  Washington. 

H.  M.  RECTOR, 
Surveyor  General. 

Stoveyor  General's  Office, 

Little  Bock,  Ark.,  October  28,  1856. 
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No.  3. 

A  list  of  plats  constructed  from  the  field-notes  of  resurveys,  which  have 
been  examined  and  approved  since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report 
from  this  office,  of  tlie  townships  as  follows : 


Townships. 


Township  6,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  1,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  16,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  1,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  1,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  1,  west  of  the  5  th 
principal  meridian 

Township  10,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  3,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  11,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  3,  west  (east  of 
White  river)  of  the  5th  principal  meridian 

Township  18,  north  of  the  baseline,  range  3,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  10,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  6,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  1,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  10,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  2.  north  of  the  base  line,  range  11,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  1,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  12,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  5,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  12,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  2,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  12,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  3,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  13,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  4,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  13,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  5,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  13,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  20,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  21,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  21 ,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  21,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  12,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  2,  east  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  11 ,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  3,  oast  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  1,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  8,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 


No.  of 

copies. 


3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
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LIST  OF  PLATS— Continued. 


Townships. 


No.  of 

copies. 


Township  2,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  8,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 

Township  6,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  8,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian '       2 

Township  3,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  9,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 3 

Township  5,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  9,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 2 

Township  18,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  9,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 3 

Township  1 ,  south  of  the  bare  line,  range  16,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 3 

Township  2,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  16,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian !       3 

Township  2,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  IT,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian 3 

Township  6,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  IT,  west  of  the  5th 
principal  meridian ; 3 


In  all I     84 


H.  M.  RECTOR, 

Surveyor  Oeneral. 
Surveyor's  Office, 
Little  Bock,  Arkansas,  October  28,  1856. 


No.  4. 


Table  of  descriptive  lists  for  several  district  land  offices,  made  from  the 
field-notes  of  original  survey  and  resurvey,  since  the  date  of  the  last 
annual  report  from  this  office,  of  the  following  townships : 

♦ 

Township  16,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  1,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  18,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  1,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  21,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  2,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  10,  norlh  of  the  base  line,  range  3,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  11,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  3,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 
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Township  18,  north  of 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  13,  north  of 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  14 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  15 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  16 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  17 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  19 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  20 
cipal  roeridim. 

Township  10 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  11 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  14 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  17 
cipal  mi  ridian. 

Township  18 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  10 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  15 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  11 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  15 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  16 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  17 


north  of 
north  of 
north  of 
north  of 
north  of 
north  of 
north  of 
north  of 
north  of 
north  of 
north  of 
north  of 
north  of 
north  of 
north  of 
north  of 
north  of 


he  base  1 
he  base  1 
he  base  I 
he  base  1 
he  base  1 
he  base  1 
he  base  1 
he  base  1 
he  base  I 
he  base  1 
he  base  1 
he  base  1 
he  base  1 
he  base  1 
he  base  1 
he  base  I 
be  base  1 
he  base  1 
he  base  1 


ne,  range  3 
ne,  range  6 
ne,  range  6 
ne,  range  6 
ne,  range  6 
ne,  range  6 
ne,  range  6 
ne,  range  6 
ne,  range  7 
ne,  range  7 
ne,  range  7 
ne,  range  7 
ne,  range  7 
ne,  range  8 
ne,  range  8 
ne,  range  9 
ne,  range  9 
ne,  range  9 
ne,  range  9 


cipal  meridian. 

Township  1,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  11 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  2,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  11 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  1,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  12 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  2,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  12 
cipal  meridian. 

Township  9,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  12 
cipa   neridian. 

a  Township  I,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  13 
cipal  meridian. 


west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 
west  of  the  5 


th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

thpri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

tb  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

th  pri 

n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 


n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
n- 
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^  Township  3,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  13,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  4,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  13,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

^  Township  5,  north *of  the  base  line,  range  13,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  8,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  13,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  5,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  14,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  7,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  14,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  8,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  14,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  3,  norjbh  of  the  base  line,  range  15,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  4,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  15,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

^  Township  5,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  15,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  7,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  15,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  1,  north  of  the  baseline,  range  16,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  3,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  16,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 
^  Township  4,  north  of  the  baseline,  range  16,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  5,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  16,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  6,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  16,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

^  Township  20,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  16,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  21,  north  of  the  base  line,  ran^e  16,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  10,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  3,  east  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  13,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  3,  east  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  4,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  4,  east  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  5,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  4,  east  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  7,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  4,  east  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  4,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  8,  east  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

a  Township  8,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  9,  east  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 
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Township  18,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  9,  east  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  12,  north  of  the  base  line,  range  11,  east  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  2,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  1,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  11,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  1,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  14,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  1,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  5,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  2,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  6,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  2,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  2,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  4  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  2,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  5,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  1,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  8,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  2,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  8,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  6,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  8,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  3,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  9,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  5,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  15,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  6,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  17,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  4,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  19,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  7,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  19,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  8,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  19,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  1,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  20,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  4,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  20,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  7,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  20,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  7,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  21,  west  of  the  6th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  8,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  21,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  2,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  22,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  4,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  22,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 
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Township  9,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  22,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  11,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  22,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  12,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  22,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  14,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  22,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  2,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  23,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  8,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  23,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  9,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  23,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  1 1 ,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  23,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  13,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  23,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  14,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  23,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  2,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  24,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  9,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  24,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  8,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  27,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  9,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  27,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  10,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  27,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  13,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  27,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  6,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  29,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  7,  south  of  the  base  lifte,  range  29,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  3,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  30,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  9,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  30,  west  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  11,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  1,  east  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  4,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  3,  east  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  3,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  4,  east  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  4,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  4,  east  of  the  6th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  1,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  5,  east  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 
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Township  2,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  5,  east  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Township  3,  south  of  the  base  line,  range  5,  east  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 
In  all  of  107  township  descriptive  lists  made. 

H.  M.  RECTOR, 

Surveyor  General. 
Surveyor's  Office, 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  October  28,  1856. 


No.  5. 


List  of  townships  which  the  records  of  this  office  sliow  as  having  been 
surveyed  by  (J.  H.  Pdham,  deputy  surveyor,  between  the  years  1821 
and  1843 ;  but  the  feld-notes  of  which,  it  now  appears  from  satisfac- 
tory evidence,  are  either  in  part  or  wholly  fabricated  or  erroneous, 
with  the  exception  of  those  which  have  been  resurveyed,  and  of  those 
which  have  been  included  in  last  annual  report  from  this  office. 


Township  of  the  base 
line. 


6  north 
19.  .do. . 


Range  of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 


23.  .do 


SO.  .do, 


Zl «  .  OO  a     •  •  .  .    ••••••»• 

JU.  .do •  ....  ........ 

11*. o© .  ....  ••a...... 

J  •»  .oo .  ............ 

Iv. .do .  ....  ........ 

11. .do 


12. .do, 


13. .do 


14.  .do. •••••••••••• 

MO.   adO  .  .  .  •  a  .  »  ...... 

at  a  a  GO  a  •••••    ...... 

13a  aOO  •  ••••«.....«• 

14. .do 

8.  .do 

af  a  *dO  •«•••••  ...... 

13.  .do •••••••  ...... 

15.  .do , 

13  a   adO  a.    •••••■.■■4 

14. .do 

l5..do 

14 •  adO  •••••....•.< 

IS.adO 

lf.adO 

lus  a do ••••........• 

II.  .OO  a.  ••••••••••• 

14  »  .dO  a    •••*    ........ 

l€..do 

14.  .OO  a    ■•••........ 

1 I  a .OO •    .•••........ 

U  .  .do  .•••••••••••■ 


4    east 

i  .  .OO*.  .•*••«.•««« 

O.    aUO*.   ....•*..... 
O.  .QO  ••..*......•. 

1  west 


1 .  •  QU  ............. 

1  •  .do ..  •  •  • 

2. .do.  ... 
2. .do 


• .  • . . 


2. .do, 


4  .  .  GO  ............. 

ti»  .dO*.  ........... 

<£  »   iQOta  ........... 

«f  .  .  OO  .*..•••...... 

O  .  .  QO  ••*..........' 

3. .do 


.do, 
.do, 


8. .do, 


O.  .OO  ............a 

it  *  •  QO  ............. 

9.  .do : 

9. .do J 

io. .do ; 

If).. do ; 

I  V  .  .OO  ..a*.  .......a 


11. .do, 


1 1 . .do.. .  • 
11. .do.... 


•«..   ..... 


II. .do. *•**.. *«»... 
1 1  •  •  QO  .............. 

II. .do 

12.  .do 


East  of  White  river 

South  and  west  of  White  river 
South  of  White  river 

Fouth  of  White  river 

South  of  White  river •  • 

South  of  White  rivrr 

South  of  White  river 

West  of  White  river 

North  of  old  Indian  boundary  . 

East  of  White  river 

North  of  While  river ••• 

South  of  White  river . . . 
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No.  5 — Continued. 


Township  of  the  base  Range  of  the  5th  prin- 
line.  I       cipal  meridian. 


17  north. 
18. .do. • 
19.. do.. 
30.. do.. 
14.. do.. 
17. .do.. 
J8..do.. 
19.. do.. 
20.. do.. 
14.. do.. 
15. .do. . 
17. .do.. 
18. .do.. 
19.. do.. 
2". -do. . 
14.. do.. 
15. .do.. 
18. .do.. 
19.. do.. 
20. .do.. 
18. .do.. 
20.. do.. 
21. .do.. 
13.. do.. 
15. .do. . 
19.. do. . 
20. .do.. 
21.. do.. 
14.. do.. 
15. .do. . 
17.. do.. 
18.. do.. 
19.. do.. 
20.. do.. 


21.. do.. 
15. .do. . 
16. .do* . 
17.. do.. 
18. .do. . 
20. .do.. 
21. .do.. 
J7..do. . 
18.. do.. 
17. .do. . 
1ft. .do. . 
19. .do.. 
20.  .do.. 
21.. do.. 
21. .do.. 


• . . 
. . . 


. .  • 
. .  • 
• . . 


• . . 
• . . 


. . . 

. . . 


. . . 
* . . 


12  west. 
14. .do.. 
12. .do.. 
12. .do.. 
14.. do.. 


13.  .do.. 
13.. do.. 
13. .do.. 
13. .do.. 

14.  .do.. 
14.  .do.. 
14.  .do.. 

14.  .do.. 
14.. do.. 
14. .do.. 
15. .do. . 
15. .do.. 
15.. d.... 
•5. .do.. 

15.  .do.. 
16. .do.. 

16.  .do.. 
16.. do.. 

17.  .do.. 
J  7. .do.. 
17.  .do.. 
17.. do.. 
17.  .do.. 
18. .do.. 
1*.  .do.. 
1$. .do.. 
18. .do.. 
18. .do. . 
18. .do*. 
18. .do.. 
19.. do.. 
19. .do. . 
19. .do.. 
19.. do.. 
19. .do.. 
19. .do.. 
20..d,i.. 
21. .do.. 


22.. do.. 
22.  .do.. 
22.. do. 
22.. do. 
22.. do. 
23. .do. 


a  • 


.. 
.. 
*  a 
.  . 
.  . 

.  . 


•  ■ 
a  . 


North  of  White  river 

East  of  White  river 

West  of  north  fork  White  river. 

North  of  White  river 


East  of  White  river 

East  of  White  river , 

East  of  White  river 

East  of  White  river , 

East  of  White  river 

North  and  South  of  White  river, 
South  of  White  river. 


Roberts  f*r  Pet  ham  . , 
Roberts  for  Pel  ham  . . 

South  of  White  river. 


H.  M.  RECTOR,  Surveyor  Gtntrml. 
Surveyor's  Office,  Little  Rock,  Jrkuneat,  October  28,  1856. 
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No.  6. 

IAst  of  townships  and  boundaries ,  the  field-notes  of  which  have  been 
recorded  for  transfer  to  the  State  of  Arkansas ,  since  the  date  of  last 
annual  report  from  this  office. 


Townships  N.  or  3 
of  the  base  line. 


2 north  ........    1  went 


3  north . 

4  north 

5  north  ....... 

€  north 

7  north 

8  north 

9  north 

11  north ... 

12  north 

13  north 

H  north 

15  north ... 

16  north  ...... 

17  north 

18  north 

19  north 

20  north 

6  north 

9  north  .. . 

lOrorth 

11  north 

12  north 

13  north 

14  north  ... 

15  north - 

16 north  ...... 

17  north 

18  north 

19  north 

20  north 

21  north 

1  north 

11  north 

12  north 

15  north 

16  north ... 

17  north 

18  north 

12  north 

18  north 

9  north 

10  north 

11  north 

13  north 

9  north 

10  north 

11  north 

12  north ... 

13  north 


Ranges  E  or  W. 
of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 


Remarks. 


Subdivision 


1  west -. do . .... 

1  west ... do . .. 

1  wt»t  ..... ....  ....do..-..-  .......  ....... 

1  west |  Subdivision  and  south  and  east  boundaries. 

1  west ....;  Subdivision  and  south  boundary 

1  west  ...... |  Subdivision  . . 


do. 
do. 
.do. 


1  west  .... - 

1  west  .... 

1  west 

1  Wfftt  ... 

1  west 

I  west .. 

1  weht . 

1  west  .... 

1  went  ... 

1  west  ... 

1  west  .... 

2  went 

2  west 

2  west 

2  west  ........ 

2  west.... 

2  west J — .do. 

2  west 

2  west 

2  west 

2  west ........ 

2  west 


Subdivision  and  south  and  east  boundaries 

do .... do do 

do do..... do 

Subdivision  and  south  boundary 

Subdivision 

Subdivision  and  south  and  east  boundaries 

Subdivision  east  bound' y  and  part  of  south  bound' y. 

South  boundary  ....... . ... 

East  boundary 

Part  of  east  boundary.... 

Subdivision 

....do 

....do 


.do. 
do. 
.do. 
.do. 
East  boundary 


1  wext.. '  Subdivision  and  east  boundary 

2  west Subdivision —  ...  —  -. 

2  west . do - . - 

3  west do - 

3  w»st I  Subdivision  and  part  of  east  boundary 

3  west . \  Subdivision  east  boundary  and  part  of  south. 

3  west >  Subdivision ..... 


3  west  , 
3  west 

3  west , 

4  wei»t 

4  went , 

5  west 
5  west 
5  west 

5  West 

6  wwt 
t>  west 

l>  Wt«*t 

6  west 
6  west 


do. 
do. 


Subdivision  and  south  and  east  boundaries 

Subdivision  and  east  twundary 

Part  of  east  boundary 

Subdivision  ami  south  and  east  boundaries 

. do do do -. 

do do do -. 

Part  of  south  boundary .... 

Subdivision  and  east  boundary 

do do —  --  - 

Subdivision  and  south  and  east  boundaries  - 

do..... do do -« 

....do. do do......  - 
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Townships  N.  or  6. 
of  the  base  line. 


14  north  . 
19  north 

10  north  . 

11  north  . 

12  north 

13  north  . 

1  north  , 

2  north  , 

3  north  , 

10  north 

11  north 

12  north 

13  north 

14  north 

15  north 
2  north 

10  north 

1  north 

2  north 

2  north 

3  north 

1  north 

2  north 

3  north 

5  north 
north 
north 
north 
nc*i  th 
north 
north 

6  north 

7  north 
1  north 
6  north 

4  north 

19  north 

20  north 

21  north 
3  north 

19  north 

20  north 

3  north 

4  north 

21  north 

3  north 

4  north 

5  north 

11  north 
20  north 
U  north 

8  north 

10  north 

11  north 

12  north 

13  north 


6 
1 
3 
6 
3 
6 


Ranges  E.  or  W. 
of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 


Remarks. 


6 
6 
7 
7 
7 
7 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
9 
9 

10 
10 
U 
11 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
13 
13 
13 
14 
14 
14 
15 
16 
16 
17 
21 
21 
21 
22 

22 

22 

23 

23 

22 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 


went . 

west . 

west 

west 

wot , 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

w**st 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

east. 

cast. 

east. 

east. 

east- 

enst. 

east. 

east. 

cast. 

east. 

east. 


I 


South  boundary 

Subdivision  in  part 

Subdivision  and  south  boundary. 
do ....do 


Subdivision  and  south  and  east  boundaries 

Subdivision  and  east  boundary 

Subdivision  and  south  boundary  ......... 

Subdivision —  .... — 

....do 


Subdivision  and  south  and  east  boundaries 

do.. .->do do -. 

East  boundary. 

Subdivision ..... .... 

....do 


do. 


Subdivision  and  east  boundary. 
East  and  south  boundaries  .... 
do do -.  - 


Subdivision  and  south  boundary 

Subdivision  and  south  and  east  boundaries. 

South  boundary 

Subdivision  and  south  and.  east  boundaries  . 
do do do 


South  boundary.. 

Subdivision  and  south  and  east  boundary. 

South  boundary . 

South  and  east  boundaries ... 

Subdivision  east  and  south  boundaries.... 
....do .... do . do....... 


East  boundary • .... 

Subdivision  and  east  and  south  boundaries 

South  boundary,  part . .... 

Subdivision  south  of  Indian  boundary  ....... 

South  boundary .... 

Subdivision  south  of  Arkansas  river ... 

Part  of  subdivision . 

Subdivision  east  boundary  and  part  of  S.  boundary. 

Subdivision  and  east  and  south  boundaries —  . . . . 

do do do.... .... 


....do 

East  boundary 
....do 


.do. 


.do. 


Subdivision 

South  boundary  .. 

East  boundary 

Subdivision  and  south  boundary 

Subdivision  and  east  and  south  boundaries 
do ......do.. do 


do do..... ..do ... 

do .....do...... do....... 

East  boundary,  part.. ...... .... 

Subdivision 

Subdivision  in  part 

South  and  east  boundaries 

Subdivision  and  east  and  south  boundaries. 
South  boundary 
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Townships  N.  or 
8.  of  the  base 
line. 


4  north 

6  north  .. 

12  north 

1  aouth  ... . 

2  aouth 

3  aonth 

4  aonth 

6  aonth .. 

6  aonth  . ... 

7  aonth 

8  aonth 

9  aonth 

10  aonth 

11  aonth 

12  aonth • 

13  aonth 

14  aonth 

15  aonth ... 

16  aouth 

17  aonth 

18  aonth 

19  aonth 

1  aonth 

2  aonth 

3  aonth 

4  aonth 

5  aonth 

6  aonth 

7  aonth 

8  aonth 

9  aonth 

10  aonth 

11  aonth 

12  aonth 

13  aonth 

14  aonth 

15  aonth 

10  aonth 

17  aonth 

18  aonth 

19  south 

1  aonth .. 

2  aonth 

3  aouth 

4aontn . 

6  aonth 

6  aonth  ....... 

7  aonth  ....... 

8  aonth 

9  aonth 

10  aonth 

11  aonth 

12  aonth 

18  aonth 

14  aonth 


Ranges  E.  or  W. 
of  the  6th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 


4  east. 
4  east.. 

4  east. 

weat 

west 

weat 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west 

west. 

west, 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west . 

2  west. 

2  west. 

2  west. 

2  west. 

2  west.. 

2  west., 

2  west.. 

2  west . 

2  west. 

2  west.. 

2  west , 

2  west 

2  west.. 

2  west.. 

2  west.. 

2  west 

2  west. 

Sweat.. 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 


Sweat., 
8  west. , 
8  west.. 
3  west.. 
Sweat 
8  west. 
3  west. 
S  west. , 
8  west. . 
Sweat, 
Sweat. 
Sweat 
8  watt., 


Remarks. 


Subdivision 

Part  of  subdivision 

East  boundary,  pari. .. 

8outh  and  east  boundaries 
do do 


Subdivision  south  and  east  boundaries-,. 

South  and  east  boundaries . 

....do. ........ ..do.. .............. .......... 

p . . .UO. ......... .uO. ............. ............ 

....do ........do ..... .... 


do do 

...-do do 

Subdivision  and  south  and  east  boundaries 
Subdivision  and  south  boundary. ........ 

....do .....do 


8outh  boundary 

Subdivision  and  south  boundary 

8outh  boundary 

Subdivision  and  south  boundary. 
South  and  east  boundaries  ...... 

do ........do........... 


Subdivision 

South  and  east  boundaries. 
....do do .. 


.do 

.do 

.do...... 

.do 

.do 


do. 

do. 

.do. 

.....do. 
do. 


.do 

.do 

.do...... 

.do 


do. 

do. 

....do. 
do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


....do.... do..... 

Subdivision  and  aonth  and  out  boiaiirUe. 

South  and  east  boundaries 

....do ......do... 


8onth  boundary 

Subdivision  west  of  White  river,  and  8.  aad  E. 
boundaries. 

South  and  east  boundaries 

Subdivision 

Subdivision  and  east  and  aonth  boundaries. ....... 

....do........ do.... ......  .do ................ 

... .do... ..... do.. ....... ..do  .....•.•.••.•••• 

....do .....do.. ...... ...do  ................ 

East  and  south  boundaries.... ..... 

....do........ do...... ...•••••.... .........-•• 

....do... .....do..  .....•.•••....... ....••••••• 

....do....... .do.. .....................  ..*.-•»-- 

....do. ...... .do.. ............-•.-.••-.--•• 

....do. .......  do..... ............. ..-..••••••• 

....do do 
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Townships  N.  or 
6.  of  the  base 
line. 


Ranges  E.  or  W. 
of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 


16  south 

16  south 

17  south 

18  south 

19  south 

1  south 

2  south 

3  south 

4  south 
6  south 

6  south 

7  south 

8  south 

9  south 

10  south 

11  south 

12  south 

13  south 

14  south 

15  south 

16  south 

17  south 

18  south 

19  south 

1  south 

2  south 

4  south 

5  south 
4  south 

6  south 
1  south 

1  south 

2  south 

3  south 

17  south 

18  south 
1  south 

18  south 

1  south 

2  south 

1  south 

2  south 

2  south 
9  south 
9  south 

10  south 

10  south 

3  south 

4  south 

11  south 
12soutn 
13  south 

8  south 

8  south 

9  south 
10  south 


3  west...... 

s  west.  ........ 

3  west ... 

Sweet 

3  west 

4  west 

*  west. ......... 

4  west.. 

4  west.  ........ 

4  west. . 


Remarks. 


4  west......... 

4west... 

4  west 

4  west. 

4  west. ..... 

4west...... 

4  west 

4we8t.. 

4  west. ........ 

4  west ... 

4  west.... — .. 


4  west .... 

4  west. , 

4  west , 

Sweet.-- — ... 
6  west 

5  west.. 

6  west 

6  west. ....... 

6  west. 

8  west 

9  west 

9  west 

9  west. 

9  west. 

9  west. ..., 

lOwest. , 

lOwest 

16  west , 

16  west , 

17  west , 

17  west 

18  west , 

lOwest 

20  west 

20  west 

21  west 

23  west . 

28  west 

23  west 

23  west 

23  west , 

24  west 

28  west 

28  west 

28  west , 


East  and  south  boundaries 

....  do... .....  do...  ..................  .......... 

do..... ...do... ..................... ...... 

do do ....... 

East  boundary ..... 

8outhand  east  boundaries - . 

.---do........  do.. ................... ........... 

-...do.  ...... -do.. ..............  .............. 

....do........ do...... .............. .......... 

....do do 

d» do..... ... 

....do ..do ...... 

Subdivision  and  south  and  east  boundaries. •••.•• 

South  and  east  boundaries 

do do -.' . 

....do ...do ........................ 

do..... do.............................. 

....do........ do........ ...... ................ 

....do........ do...... .............. .......... 

....do........ do... ................. .......... 

....do. ....... do... ............. .......... .... 

do do... . . 

do do - 

East  boundary........ 

South  and  east  boundaries. 

do.... ....do........ ......... ..... . 

.do... .....do... ................ ....... 

Subdivision  and  east  boundary.. . ...... 

East  boundary ..... ............... 

....do..... do — ................. 

....do. do. ... ...... ...... 

South  and  east  boundaries............... .... 

South  boundary 

South  and  east  boundaries 

South  boundary . 

Subdivision,  and  south  and  east  boundaries 

East  and  south  boundaries. 

East  boundary.. ................ 

South  and  east  boundaries ...... 

. do.. ...... ....do ----.----........... 

.. -.do...... ...... do................ ........  . 

do do . 

East  boundary ... . 

6outh  boundary 

do 

South  and  east  boundaries 

Part  of  east  boundary 

South  and  east  boundaries........... .......... 

East  boundary 

South  boundary . ...... 

South  and  east  boundaries 

Ifest  boundary...... 

do 

South  boundary. 

do 

East  boundary 
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Townships  K.  or 
8.  of  the  base 
line. 

Ranges  &  or  W. 
of  the  5th  prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Bemarks. 

8  sooth 

29  west... 

• 

South  boondary. ........ ......... 

9  south.... 

29  west 

Sooth  and  east  boundaries......... 

10  sooth 

29  west..... 

9  south 

30  west 

do 

10  south 

1  south 

least 

Sooth  and  fftst  boundaries. ........ 

2  tooth 

least 

least 

3  sooth  ........ 

4  sooth 

6 aooth  ........ 

1  tooth ... 

1  east.... 
least.... 
least 

>  m  m  m  m  m 

... .do. .......... .do. ............ 

....do.. ...... ••.•do. ............ 

7  sooth . 

8  tooth. 

11  strath .... 

least. 

do 

12  south.... 

least. 

U  sooth  ........ 

least 

do 

16  aooth 

least 

do , 

_^_— ___ __^^_ 

■> , _-■ 

SSBTBTOm'S  OffVIOB, 

LMeRock, 


H.  M.  RBCTOB, 
Surveyor  Qmeral  qf  Arkmtm. 


Odobtr  28,  1856. 


No.  7. 


List  of  townships  and  boundaries,  the  field  notes  of  which  have  been 
transcribed/or  transmission  to  General  Land  Office  since  date  of  last 
annual  report.  • 


Township*  of  the 
line. 


13  north  •• 

H  north 

18  north 

10  north 

11  north 

13  north 

9  north 

11  north 

12  north .- 

10  north 

11  north 

12  north 

10  north 

Unorth 

12  north 

lnorth 

1  north  ....... 

3 north  ....... 


Range  of  the  6th 
principal  meri- 
dian. 


1  west . 

1  west. 

2  west. 
5  west . 
5  west. 

5  west . 

6  west . 
6  west . 

6  west . 

7  west . 

7  west . 
7we8t . 

8  west , 
8  west. 
8  west. 

11  west 
13  west 
13  west 


Bemarks. 


Subdivision 
....do 


....do 

Sooth  boondary  ......... 

Subdivision 

Part  of  sooth  boondary... 
Sooth  boondary  ......... 

Sooth  and  east  boundaries 
do 


Sooth  boondary 

Sooth  and  east  boundaries 

Subdivision  and  sooth  and  east  boundaries. 


.do. 


.do. 


.do. 


8outh  and  east  boundary.........-.-—-. 

Subdivision  and  east  boundary..... — — . 

Subdivision 

....do 

Subdivision  and  sooth  and  east  boundaries. 
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Townships  of  the 
base  line. 

Range  of  the  5th 
principal  meri- 
dian. 

Remarks. 

6  north  ........ 

13  west 

Uwest 

16  west 

17  west ........ 

• 
Subdivision,  fractional ......................... 

6  north  ........ 

....do...... .-do,....-  ......  ................ 

least 

least 

do 

6  north  ........ 

do 

4  north  ........ 

Subdivision  and  east  and  south  boundaries....... 

3  south  ........ 

do 

6  south  ........ 

6  west ..... 

4  south  ........ 

do 

1  south  ........ 

8  west 

do 

11  south 

18  west 

do 

10  south ........ 

19  west 

do 

20  west 

do 

10  south  ........ 

20  west 

do 

10  south  ..... 

21  west 

22  west 

23  west 

Kant  boundary. . .............................. 

29  west 

do --- 

SuBTno&'s  Omom,  Little  Rock,  Jrhmtat,  October  28,  $66. 


H.  M.  RECTOR,  Surveyor  GcnenL 


SECRETARY    07  THE   INTERIOR. 


293 


No.*. 
Estimate  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858. 


Salanet  and  conip&uaUon. 


For  salary  of  surveyor  general . ..... 

For  salary  and  compensation  of  clerks  to  be  employed  in  the  ' 
current  business  of  the  office  in  examining  and  protract- 
ing surveyors'  returns,  in  preparing  plats  for  registers  and 
the  General  Land  Office,  kc 


record*. 


Compensation  of  clerks  to  be  employed  in  transcribing  field- 
notes  for  preservation  at  the  seat  of  government 

Compensation  to  clerks  under  act  of  12th  June,  1840,  to 
complete  the  unfinished  records  of  public  and  private  sur- 
veys, to  be  transferred  to  the  State  authorities 


Incidental  expentn. 


Mcerent 

Fnel  and  servants'  wages 

Stationery,  book-binding,  postage,  office  furniture,  Ac...... 

Beoawp  land. 

There  will  be  required  under  this  head  the  services  of  one 
clerk 


Smveyt. 

Far  the  resurvey  of  eight  thousand  and  sixty-lour  miles  of 
surveys,  executed  by  the  late  Charles  H.  Pelham,  deputy 
surveyor,  but  which  are  now  discovered  to  be  erroneous 
and  fraudulent,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  four  dollars  per 
mile 


Total. 


$2, 000  00 


6,300  00 


1,000  00 


8,000  00 


360  00 
250  00 
400  00 


18, 300  00 


4,000  00 


1,000  00 


1,200  00 


32, 256  00 


46,766  00 


Gbxbbal's  Omom, 
LittU  Bock,  Arkansas,  October  28, 1866. 


H.  M.  RECTOR, 
Surveyor  General  <tf  Arbanea*. 


204  BXPOBT  OF  THE 

No.  9. 

Crooked  Creek,  April  29, 1866. 

Sir  :  I,  as  county  surveyor  of  this  county,  (Carroll,)  address  you  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  information  or  instructions  how  to  proceed 
where  the  original  surveys  are  erroneous.  I  will  state  the  situation 
of  some.  In  township  17  north,  of  range  20  west,  I  find  some  sections 
entirely  too  small ;  the  quarter  section  post,  running  north  from  south* 
east  corner  of  section,  placed  perhaps  at  proper  distance ;  then  running 
from  southwest  corner  of  same  section  to  the  quarter  section  po;  •  in  the 
west  boundary,  I  find  a  loss  of  seven  chains.  Again,  in  section  eignt 
I  find  it  too  short  from  east  to  west  about  fourteen  chains ;  and  quar- 
ter section  corner,  in  south  boundary  of  the  same,  xffo-  chains  from 
the  southeast  corner,  giving  more  than  the  complement  to  the  east 
half  of  the  section,  being  a  loss  in  the  wast  half  of  about  sixteen 
chains.  Again :  to  run  from  section  corner  to  section  corner  in  south 
boundary  of  section  ten,  the  true  line  will  leave  the  quarter  section 
post  seven  chains  north.  Now  the  question  is,  am  I  authorized  to 
move  the  quarter  section  post  in  J  I  the  true  line,  or  does  it  remain 
stationary  as  the  section  corners,  ^x  r^ie  dotted  line  is  the  blazed 
line  of  the  original  survey.  In  township  18,  range  19,  aline  running 
west  from  the  quarter  section  post  in  south  boundary  of  section  num- 
ber —  will  run  to  the  southwest  corner  of  section  — ;  then  run  east 
from  said  quarter  section  post  on  the  same  variation,  being  the  old 
blazed  line,  will  leave  the  southeast  corner  of  the  section  ten  chains 
to  the  north.  I  In  township  18,  range  20, 1  find  the  fractional  tier 

of  sections  on  ^-^  the  west  boundary  entirely  deficient;  loss  of  twenty 
chains  TW?  running  west  to  range  line  from  quarter  section  post. 
Say,  tor  instance,  A  presents  the  certificate  of  entry  for  the  southeast 
quarter  oi  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  thirty.  B  presents  his 
certificate  lor  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  same 
fractional  section — the  first  for  40  acres,  the  latter  37iVir  t  ^  survey- 
ing I  find  a  loss  of  twenty  chains.  And  now  how  shall  I  proceed? 
The  locators,  in  some  instances,  have  complained  when  I  told  them  the 
situation  of  the  surveys,  and  say  the  register  at  Fayetteville  tells  the 
complement  is  there ;  they  have  also  told  me  that  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral stated  that  the  old  surveys  were  correct,  and  that  it  was  incom- 
Etency  in  the  county  surveyor,  &c,  Mr.  Mel  bourn,  surveyor  general. 
>t  the  incompetency  rest  where  it  may,  the  errors  are  so  palpable 
that  any  backwoodsman  can  almost  detect  them.  Your  early  atten- 
tion to  the  matter  will  much  oblige  yours,  respectfully, 

BRTCE  BYRNE. 
H.  M.  Rector,  Surveyor  General. 
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annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  louisiana. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 
DonaidsonviUey  La.y  October  1,  1856. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  11th  April  last,  I 
hare  the  honor  Herewith  to  submit  a  report  of  the  laborper  formed  since 
the  1st  October,  1855,  under  the  direction  of  this  office,  its  present 
condition,  and  its  requirements  for  work  proposed  to  be  accomplished 
during  the  coming  year,  exemplifying  these,  as  usual,  by  the  accom- 
panying exhibits,  (Sob.  1  to  8.) 

No.  1  is  a  complete  list  of  all  contracts  which  have  existed,  and  orders 
of  survey  issued  since  1st  October,  1865 ;  and  shows  the  completion, 
or  present  condition,  as  far  as  known,  of  the  work  executed  under 
them. 

It  cannot  fail  to  gratify  the  department  to  notice  how  almost  en- 
tirely the  larger  contracts  have  been  wrought  up,  leaving  those  com- 
paratively small,  containing  chiefly  unlocated  claims,  alone  to  be 
finished.  In  this  fact  may  be  hailed  the  beginning  of  the  long  de- 
sired consummation  of  transferring  the  system  from  the  federal  to  the 
State  government — especially  as  the  clerks  whose  time  and  energies 
have  been  spent  upon  the  returns  of  surveyors,  as  they  were  received, 
can  in  large  part  be  devoted  to  bringing  up  the  transcript  of  notes  for 
your  office,  and  preparation  of  plats  for  patent  certificates. 

While  several  surveyors  progressed  slowly  during  the  severe  weather 
•of  the  last  winter,  and  others  were  early  driven  from  the  field  by 
high  water,  whose  continuance  till  the  season  had  far  advanced  ren- 
dered it  impracticable  for  them  to  resume  their  operations  ;  yet  others 
have  remained  at  work,  almost  without  interruption,  through  the 
unparalleled  cold  of  the  winter,  and  the  unabating  wasting  heat  of  the 
summer.  Of  these  latter,  without  intending  disadvantageous  com- 
parisons, Messrs.  Hauk6  and  Phelps  deserve  mention,  especially  as 
each  has  been  thrown,  principally,  in  prairies*  where  want  of  water, 
•and  of  protection  from  the  direct  and  reflected  heat,  could  not  have 
been  more  severe  upon  the  one,  than  the  labor  of  penetrating  reeking 
saw-grass  marshes  was  afflictive  to  the  other. 

The  fourth  prosecution  of  the  surveys  included  in  the  long  since 
-expired  contract  of  Samuel  Perin,  dated  12th  February,  1851,  has 
awaited  the  result  of  the  investigation  ordered  by  the  Commissioner 
on  the  22d  October,  1855,  of  the  incorrect  surveys  of  the  Piseros  and 
D'Etriepy  claims.  This  office  experienced  much  difficulty  in  ascer- 
taining who  were  the  parties  interested  in  the  investigation,  and  its 
total  failure  afterwards  to  carry  it  out  was  specially  reported  on  the 
20th  ultimo. 

The  claims  of  John  Baptiste  Gastillion,  No.  308,  Charles  Griffen, 
No,  357,  F.  J.  Le  B.  Dorgenois,  No.  381,  and  John  Bte.  Macarty, 
No.  103,  ordered  by  your  letter  of  the  21st  March  last  to  be  located, 
have  not  yet  been  surveyed,  as  I  have,  considering  the  amount  of 
work,  and  the  difficulty  of  establishing  connexions  that  could  hereaf- 
ter be  found,  thought  it  best  to  wait  until  the  whole  township  should 
he  resurveyed.    Disappointed  that  Congress  did  not,  according  to  the 
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estimate  submitted  by  you,  appropriate,  at  its  last  session,  for  the  re- 
survey  of  this  township,  (being  the  one  in  which  New  Orleans  is  sit- 
uated,) I  will  now  issue  an  order  for  the  surveys  of  the  above  men* 
tioned  claims  without  delay. 

The  surveys  of  all  the  other  private  claims  ordered  by  you  from 
time  to  time  have  been  made,  and  for  the  most  part  returned  to  your 
office,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  Charles  J.  B.  Florian,  a  report 
upon  which  was  made  by  letter  of  the  10th  June  last. 

No.  2  is  a  statement  of  the  estimated  amount  of  the  liabilities  of  the 
office  for  surveys  returned,  but  for  which  accounts  have  not  yet  been 
rendered,  and  for  those  yet  to  be  performed  under  contracts  and  in- 
structions, and  includes  the  accounts  of  Messrs.  Vanzandt  and  Wil- 
liams for  resurveys  in  the  Greensburg  district  not  yet  settled. 
Total  liabilities  when  the  surveys  now  under  contract, 

&c,  shall  be  completed , $32,372  11 

And  as  the  balance  of  appropriations  on  hand  far  such 

payment  is 42,746  14 

There  will  remain 10,374  03 

applicable  to  the  surveys  proposed  in  exhibit  No.  3. 

No.  3  is  a  list  of  the  surveys  proposed  for  the  year  ending  30th 
June,  1858. 

It  consists  in  part  of  several  townships,  included  in  the  proposals 
of  last  year,  for  which  I  have  been  unable  to  get  deputies  to  contract, 
and  recommends  anew  but  few  surveys,  inasmuch  as  close  attention  to 
current  work  during  the  year  has  forbidden  final  examination  of  the 
townships  indicated  upon  the  diagram  of  the  State  accompanying  my 
last  annual  report,  as  those  which  may  require  corrective  or  additional 
surveys  when  the  field  notes  are  properly  calculated  and  protracted. 

The  amount  necessary  to  resurvey  township  3  south,  range  3  east, 
southwestern  district,  Louisiana,  is  again  included  in  the  estimates, 
in  the  hope  that  finally  the  proviso  of  the  Commissioner's  letter  of 
June  28,  1855,  may  be  carried  out  by  the  inhabitants,  who  are  sorely 
vexed  in  their  conflicts  of  titles,  as  is  abundantly  apparent  from  a 
second  petition  for  the  resurvey,  signed  by  very  many  of  them,  and 
filed  here  in  November  last. 

The  resurvey  of  the  New  Orleans  township  is  also  deemed  so  im- 
portant that  it  is  again  estimated,  notwithstanding  your  letter  of  the 
9th  ultimo  states  Congress  did  not  make  the  proposed  appropriation 
therefor.  For  its  necessity,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  last  report,  and 
will  only  remark  that  its  complexity  is  increasing  with  the  growth  of 
the  city,  and  its  importance  is  magnified  by  the  consequently  enhanced 
value  of  the  land  that  will  hereafter  be  disposable  by  the  State  and 
federal  governments. 

The  resurvey  of  the  interior  lines  in  township  11  north,  range  11 
east,  district  north  of  Bed*  river,  Louisiana,  is  proposed  because  of 
numerous  applications  made  therefor,  and  because  I  am  satisfied,  from 
the  reports  of  the  examination  thereof  by  W.  D.  Maxwell,  esq.,  sur- 
veyor, that  their  original  running  by  William  L.  S.  Dearing,  deputy 
surveyor,  is  as  deficient  in  many  places,  and  distorted  in  others,  as 
all  the  rest  of  his  work  has  proven  to  be  upon  the  resurveys  whieh 
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have  been  made  thereof.  Out  of  31  townships  surveyed  by  the  said 
Dealing  in  the  northwestern  district  and  district  north  of  the  Bed 
river,  eighteen  have  already  been  resurveyed — a  circumstance  which 
goes  far  to  sustain  Mr.  Maxwell's  reports  of  error  and  fraud  in  town- 
ship 11  north,  range  11  east. 

Future  examinations  may  also  show  the  necessity  of  resurveying 
township  23  north,  range  11  east,  for  it  is  suspected  to  he  as  erroneous- 
as  township  23  north,  range  12  east,  district  north  of  Bed  river,  as 
both  were  originally  surveyed  by  Mr.  Dearing. 

I  do  not  recommend  the  resurvey  of  the  sections  in  several  town- 
ships, in  the  northwestern  district,  binding  upon  the  Las  Ormigas 
and  La  Nana  grants,  whose  misclosures  are  shown  by  the  diagrams 
sent  to  the  department  on  the  18th  August,  1865,  and  on  the  26th  of 
the  last  month ;  because,  in  the  first  place,  it  has  been  out  of  my 
power  to  have  such  preliminary  examinations  made  as  were  indicated 
in  the  Commissioner's  letter  of  October  19,  1855 ;  and,  secondly,  bo- 
cause  their  connexion  was  not  necessary  to  the  representation  of  the 
aforesaid  claims,  and  I  have  not  thought  the  United  States  would  be. 
remunerated  for  the  cost  of  survey,  as  the  lands  are  sparsely  settled 
and  of  very  little  value ;  and  when  relieved  from  their  present  reser- 
vation, under  the  recent  grants  for  railroad  purposes,  may  pass  as 
part  of  the  whole  system,  if  then  ready,  to  the  State  government. 

An  item  has  been  inserted  for  the  survey  of  portions  of  townships 
18, 19,  and  20  north,  range  14  west,  west  of  Bed  river,  and  town- 
ships 20  and  21  north,  range  15  west,  northwest  district,  Louisiana, 
as  I  am  assured  by  the  most  reliable  authority  that  they  contain  very 
rich  high  lands,  which  would  be  eagerly  bought  immediately  upon 
survey.  It  is  not  contemplated  by  this  estimate  to  survey  any  lines 
other  than  those  necessary  to  establish  the  boundaries  of  such  lands 
as  remain  the  property  of  the  government;  and  I  am  informed  that  at 
the  time  of  the  first  survey  of  these  townships  the  large  lakes  existing 
in  them  were  of  much  less  extent  than  they  are  represented,  and  con- 
tained bodies  of  valuable  timbered  land,  which  should  then  have  been 
surveyed. 

No.  4  is  an  estimate  of  funds  required  to  be  appropriated  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858,  and  is  a  partial  summary  of  exhibitor 
Nos.  2  and  3. 

The  estimates  for  new  field  work  are  small,  but  those  for  the  office 
are  the  same  as  for  the  last  year,  as  it  is  believed  that  an  equal  force 
will  be  necessary  throughout  the  year. 

The  estimate  for  the  surveyor  to  locate  private  land  claims  is  a^ain 
made,  as  his  services  will  doubtless  be  brought,  during  the  year,  into 
constant  requisition. 

No.  5  is  a  list  of  swamp  lands,  selected  by  this  office  during  the  year 
as  inuring  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  under  the  acts  of  2d  March,. 
1849,  and  28th  September,  1850. 
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There  have  been  selected  in  th< 

Southeastern  district,  east  of  the  river 9,721.88  acres. 

Southeastern  district,  west  of  the  river 99,320.52     " 

Southwestern  district 15,891.51     " 

Northwestern  district 34,659.78     " 

District  north  of  Red  river 123,161.98     " 

Greensburg  district 14,673.98    " 

— _    €i 

Total 279,329.65     " 

But  as  many  of  the  lists,  showing  the  above  se- 
lections, are  in  correction  of  those  previously 
sent  up,  when  the  necessary  additions  or  de- 
ductions are  made,  the  above  total  will  be  re- 
duced to 273,979.73     " 

Which  added  to  the  selections  made  up  to  the  date 
of  the  last  annual  report 10,106,455.53     " 

Would  show  the  entire  quantity  of  swamp  lands 

listed  to  the  State,  under  the  acts  of  March  2, 

1849,  and  September  28, 1850,  to  be 10,379,435.26    " 

subject  to  diminution  at  your  department  by  the  rejection  of  such 
portions  thereof  as  may  have  been  previously  disposed  of,  or  are 
rightfully  claimed  by  individuals. 

While  upon  the  subject  of  swamp  lands,  I  deem  it  proper  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  department,  with  the  purpose  of  seeking  legisla- 
tion, if  it  think  fit  and  necessary,  to  the  condition  of  many  largo 
lakes  in  this  State,  which  it  is  reliably  stated  have,  since  the  original 
surveys,  almost  entirely  dried  up,  leaving  lands  which  would  be  nigh 
and  saleable  by  the  United  States,  (because  of  their  reclamation  having 
-occurred  before  the  passage  of  the  grants,)  as  well  as  most  desirable 
lands  which  would  accrue  to  the  State  thereunder,  and  be  easily  ren- 
dered valuable.  Among  such  lakes  I  would  particularly  mention,  in 
-the  northwest  district,  Spanish  lake,  Cross  lake,  Lakes  Sabine,  Black, 
Mark's,  Swan,  Bodeau;  Bisteneau,  Terre  au  Noir,  Kisatchie,  Froven- 
-cal,  Half  Moon,  Bayou  Pierre,  &c. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  opinion  of  the  department  that  lakes  rep- 
resented upon  the  township  maps  as  shallow  and  innavigable  could 
not  be  treated  as  lands  and  selected  as  swamp  ;  and,  also,  that  it  had 
*been  previously  held  that  the  lands  formed  by  the  drying  up  of  such 
lakes  attached  as  accretion  to  the  riparian  proprietors ;  out  the  cir- 
cumstances of  many  cases  might  modify  these  opinions.  "  Lakes," 
now  dry,  frequently  have  areas  of  several  square  miles,  and  as  the 
lines  of  the  lands  around  them  would  meet  ere  they  had  been  projected 
far,  the  limit  and  conflict  of  the  accretion  which  should  attach  to  them 
would  be  of  most  difficult  determination.  Moreover,  there  are  stated 
to  be  bodies  of  high  land  within  them,  as  already  observed,  which, 
although  unnoticed  at  the  time  of  survey,  formed  large  wooded 
islands  or  promontories.  This  matter  has  been  thought  to  be  of  such 
importance,  as  it  really  is,  to  the  State  and  to  its  interested  citizens, 
that  appeals  for  action  in  it  have  been  almost  daily  made  to  this  office, 
as  I  am  also  informed  they  have  been  to  the  State  land  office ;  and  at 
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a  recent  session  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  a  resolution  was  passed, 
calling  on  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  to  have  them 

nted  to  the  State,  hut  I  am  not  aware  what  proceedings  were  had 
lem. 
No.  6  is  a  list  of  documents  transmitted  to  the  several  land  offices 
from  October  1, 1855,  to  the  present  date. 

To  the  General  Land  Office. 

Township  maps 46 

Diagrams  of  surveys 61 

Plats  of  private  claims 15 

Accounts  for  surveys 40 

Contingent  expenses  and  salary  accounts 107 

Letters  and  reports . 174 

List  of  swamp  lands  in  84  townships 84 

Total 627 


To  the  register  of  the  northwestern  district. 

Township  maps 9 

Diagrams  of  surveys 7 

Plats 2 

Letters 7 

Swamp  lists 10 

Total 35 


To  the  register  of  the  district  north  of  Bed  river. 

Township  maps * 11 

Diagrams  of  surveys 10 

Mats 6 

Letters 45 

List  of  swamplands ...  34 

Total 106 


To  the  register  of  the  southwestern  district. 

Township  maps 6 

Diagrams  of  surveys ; 17 

Letters 86 

List  of  swamp  lands 12 

Plats  of  claims 43 

Total 114 


300  REPORT  OF  THE 


To  the  register  of  the  southeastern  district. 

Township  maps 13 

Diagrams  of  surveys 13 

Letters 41 

List  of  swamp  lands 20 

Total 87 


To  the  register  of  Oreensburg  district. 

Township  maps 4 

Diagrams  of  surveys 7 

Plats  for  pat.  at  certificates 291 

Letters 23 

last  of  swar.io  lands 8 


Total 333 


To  the  State  register  at  Baton  Rouge. 

Township  maps 43 

Diagrams  of  surveys 20 

Letters 88 

List  of  swamp  lands « 80 

Total 231 


In  addition  to  which,  there  have  been  written  to  deputy  sur- 
veyors letters  to  the  number  of 180 

Over  180  copies  of  maps  have  been  Bent,  and  450  letters  have 
been  written  to  individuals 630 


Making  a  total  of  documents  sent  from  the  office  of 2,192 


Without  counting  the  copies  of  plats,  sketches,  field  notes,  &c, 
furnished  upon  daily  personal  calls. 

This  exhibit  of  itself  will  show,  without  further  comment,  that  the 
whole  force  of  the  office,  as  far  as  within  my  control,  has  throughout 
the  year  been  most  busily  employed ;  and  I  can  vouch  that  its  cleri- 
cal branch  has  never  been  in  more  constant  and  industrious  confine- 
ment to  the  desk  than  during  the  present  year,  while  its  duties  (as 
the  character  of  many  maps  sent  up  will  abundantly  evince)  have 
been  more  than  ever  difficult  and  complex. 

I  owe  to  the  department  many  acknowledgments  for  the  purpose 
it  has  manifested  to  advance  the  service  in  Louisiana,  and  to  expedite 
and  facilitate  as  far  as  possible  the  transaction  of  business  with  it. 
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No.  T  is  a  list  of  deputy  surveyors  who  have  at  any  time  during  the 
year  held  commissions. 

No.  8  (H)  is  a  diagram  of  the  State,  exhibiting  the  extent  and  con- 
dition of  the  surveys  in  Louisiana.  It  represents  townships  which 
have  been  surveyed  and  considered  complete,  as  far  as  necessary  and 
practicable ;  those  now  under  contract ;  those  proposed  for  survey ;  those 
which  require  corrective  or  additional  surveys ;  those  in  which  there  are 
no  swamp  lands,  or  none  mentioned  in  the  field  notes  of  surveys  now 
on  file;  and  finally  to  those  supposed  to  be  marsh  unfit  for  cultivation. 
Upon  it  has  been  placed  at  the  General  Land  Office  "the  assumed 
extent  of  swamp  and  overflowed  lands/1  and  I  have  added,  in  a  light 
shade  of  yellow,  the  lands  reserved  for  railroad  purposes  in  the  several 
districts,  under  the  act  of  June  3,  1856. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  tT.  McCULLOH,      + 
Surveyor  General  of  Louisiana. 
Joseph  S.  Wimon,  Esq. , 
Acting  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

Washington  Oity,  D.  0. 
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Tabular  statement  of  stmctpng  txndracte  in  IxnUsiaaa  on  {he  1st 

1,  1855,  the  date  of 


Date. 


'  Name  of  contractors. 


District*. 


Expiration  of 
oonmct. 


Time  extended 


s 


m 

i 
t 


Dee.  *,  lew 
Pea.  IS,  1851 
Mar.  14, 1851 

N4V.  99, 1861 

May  5,1808 
Jan.  99,1853 
Mar.  4,1853 
Mar.  99, 1853 

Not.  9,1853 
Jan.  10,1854 
Sept  19, 1854 
Sept.  90, 1854 

Sept.  90, 1854 
Oct.  19,1854 


Not.  9,1854 
Not.  10. 1854 
Dec.    7,1854 


Jan.    9, 1855 

Feb.    1, 1855 

Mar.  31, 1855 
May  10,1855 

Not.    1,1855 


Not.  17, 1855 
Dee.    1,1855 


Dee.  90, 1855 
Jan.  9,1850 
Jan.  31,1856 
Ma?  7,1858 
Sept.  18, 1836 


T.  Claxton  Taylor 

Samuel  Perin 

Samuel  C.  Kepborn. . . . 


Gaeensburg  < 


Greeneburg, 


Dee.  1,1*47 
Feb.  1,1859 
r.  1, 


April  1,1804 
Dee.  1,1815 


Biles  Taylor 

John  Campbell 

Charles  Joseph  Cabell . 

Thomas  Mallet 

Thomas  Hunter 


North  of  Red  riTer.. 


.do. 


Maurice  Hauke 

Silas  Taylor 

Henry  Curtis 

Charles  M.  Bradford. . . . 


Robert  Boyd 

Joseph  Gorlinski. 


Andrew  Crawford  < 
Noah  H.Phelps  .. 
George  E.  Brent . . 


Thomas  H.  Weightman. 
Alfred  D.  Merick 


Southeastern 


!••••••  ■GO  •••••••••• 

North  of  Bed  riTer.. 
Southwestern 


North  of  Red  riTer.. 
Southeastern 


do 

North  of  Red  riTer., 
Southeastern 


July  1,1859 

Oct.  1,1859 
May  1,1854 
June  1,1864 
do 


Jan.  1,1866 


Jan.   1,1855 
......  uo ...... 

Sept.  1, 1855 
.do 


Aug.  1, 1855 
Jan.  1,1857 


Henry  Curtis  ... 
W.  H.  Orsborn. 

Noah  H.Phelps. 


Maurice  Hauke. 
A.  L.  Mershon. . 


W.  H.  Orsborn.... 
John  R.  Mershon  . 

Robert  Boyd 

John  M.  Bradford, 
Thomas  Hunter... 


Southwestern  .... 
North  of  Red  riTer. 
do 


Northwestern. 
Southwestern 


Southeastern 

North  of  Red  riTer. 


Southwestern 

Greensburg 

Southeastern 

North  of  Red  riTer. 
Southwestern  .... 


......  QO  ...... 

Jan.    1,1856 


Not.  1,1855 
Jan.  1,1858 
Mar.  1,1858 


Jan.    1,1856 
do 


Mar.  1,1856 
Jan.   1,1857 


.do. 
.do. 


Jan.    1,1857 


.do. 
do. 


do 

do 

Mar.  1,1857 
May  7,1857 
July    1,1857 


i 


180 


180 
168 
446 
770 
IBS 


435 
916 
310 
430 

509 


Sept.  1, 1857 


910 
350 
400 


600 

915 

190 
40 


380 


160 


110 
100 
175 
915 
135 


f7ftv8 

8 
8 


7 
8 
8 

8 
8 
8 

8 

• 
7*8 

8 

7 
8 


8 

7 
8 


8 


7 
8 

8 

7 


8 

7 
7 


8 
8 

8 

7 
8 


ORDERS  OF 


Aug.    5,1853    Thomas  Hunter Northwestern 


Aug.    5,1853 
July    6, 1854 


Sept  1,1854 
Not.  11, 1854 


Jan.  17,185) 
Jan.   17,1855 


do... 

Silas  Taylor. 


George  S.  Walmaley . 
John  F.  Fenner , 


Henry  Curtis. 


.4o 


do 

Southeastern 


Northwestern 

North  of  Red  riTer. 


.do. 


July  1,1854 


.do. 


Mar.  4,1855 


35 

5 

10 


To  be  pa 
8 


#5  per 


8 
8 


Id  by  the 

8 


8 

(day  audi 
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October,  1866,  and  including  those  annulled  or  completed  since  October 
ike  last  annual  report. 


Ml*  77 


9,467  15 


7,309  86 
1,344  31 


3,874  15 

379  56 

1,037  71 

1,915  90 

1*377  38 
4,311® 


9,399  41 
3,338  08 


C) 

4 
5 

9 
7 

6 

4 

a 

3 

6 
19 


1 

4 
5 


067  99 
345  89 

635  73 


MM  1© 


I 


SUKVEY. 


9 

* 

19 


7 
7 


1 

1 

1 

4 

10 


3 

1 

7 

3 

9 
1 
3 

3 
10 


1 

9 
3 


4 
4 
9 


1 
1 
1 

4 
10 


Remarks. 


Township  7  tomb,  range  S  east,  approved  and  paid  for;  townships  7  and  8> 
■oath,  range  1  west,  returned  to  tbe  omee  September  30, 1856. 

Surveyi  suspended  for  reasons  set  forth  in  surveyor  general's  letter  of  Sep- 
tember 90, 1856. 

Township  1  south,  range  3  west,  approved  and  paid  for ;  township  1  south, 
range  4  west,  relinquished  and  recontracted  to  John  R.  M ershon  January 

Contract  completed  and  paid  for  by  final  account  sent  up  April  4, 1856. 

Contract  completed  and  paid  for  by  account  settled  at  the  department. 

Contract  completed  and  paid  for. 

Contract  completed  and  paid  for. 

AD  returned  and  approved  except  townships  11  north,  ranges  8  and  0  west, 

which  require  field  corrections. 
Contract  completed  and  paid  for. 
No  returns. 

Contract  completed  and  paid  for. 
Township  5  south,  range  3  east,  approved  and  paid  for;  remainder  of  centra* 

relinquished  December  8, 1855. 
Contract  completed  and  paid  for. 
Township  18  south,  range  10  east-  townships  10  south,  ranges  18  and  10  east. 

and  township  90  sooth,  range  18  east, approved  and  paid  for;  township  10 


south,  range  17  east,  returned  and  will  soon  be  approved ;  rest  not  yet 
returned. 

No  returns ;  surveys  reported  nearly  completed. 

Contract  completed  and  paid  for. 

Township  11  south,  range  6  east,  approved  and  paid  for ;  townships  19  and 
13  south,  range  90  east,  returned  and  ready  for  approval,  but  suspended 
by  Commissioner  for  instructions  upon  PasJ  Trap's  chum. 

Township  1  south,  ranges  1  and  3  east,  approved  and  paid  for;  further  sur- 
veys interrupted  by  sickness  of  surveyor. 

Contract  having  expired  was  cancelled,  and  relet  to  John  M.  Bradford  May 
7,1856. 

Contract  completed  and  paid  for. 

Contract  completed  and  paid  for. 

Township  7  south,  range  1  west,  approved  and  paid  for ;  townships  7  south. 
ranges  9  and  3  west,  township  o  south,  range  1  east,  and  townships  0  and 
10  south,  ranges  1  east  and  1  west,  returned,  and  will  be  approved 
shortly. 

Townships  13  south,  ranges  91  and  99  east,  approved  and  paid  for. 

Township  9  north,  ranee  9  east,  and  township  3  north,  range  1  east,  approved 
and  paid  for ;  township  4  north,  range  1  east,  returned,  but  requires  cor- 
rections ;  balance  not  yet  returned;  surveys  suspended  on  account  ef 
high  water. 

No  returns. 

No  returns. 

No  returns. 

No  returns. 

No  returns. 


Claims  of  Le  Clair,  Himenes,  Mendes,  and  Slaughter,  Button's  report  No.  9 

4, 16,  and  17,  in  townships  7  and  8  north,  range  5  west,  all  returned  and 

undergoinc  examination. 
Claim  of  Frederick  Williams,  register  and  receiver's  report  of  1837,  No.  36, 

not  executed ;  order  returned. 
Guim  of  Robert  Martin,  register's  report,  No.  34,  to  be  extended  in  township 

17  south,  range  16  east ;  order  returned  and  reissued  to  V.  Sulakowaki 

June  3, 1856. 
Claims  of  Las  Onnigas  and  La  Nana  grants ;  lot  1  returned  and  sent  up. 
Claim  of  president,  directors,  and  trustees  of  Pine  Grove  Academy,  returned, 

but  too  erroneous  to  be  approved ;  order  reissued  to  Robert  Boyd  Novem- 
ber 90,1855. 
Claim  of  Jacques  Domini,  Sutton's  report,  No.  96.  township  15  north,  range* 

•  and  10  east;  order  expired  and  reissued  to  A.  L.  Mershon  August  10, 

1856. 
Examination  of  Aaron  Vandorn's  surveys  in  township  17  north,  range  11 

east,  returned  and  paid  for. 

*  Boundaries  and  3  townships. 
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Date. 


iMay  25,1855 

June  18, 1855 

July  3, 1855 
Aug.    4,1855 

Sept.  28, 1855 

Oct   17,1855 

Nov.  30, 1855 

Mot.  34, 1855 

Dec.  31, 1855 

Jan.  6, 1856 
Feb.  9, 1856 
Mar.    1, 185G 

Mar.  11,1856 

Mar.  19,1856 

Mar.  34, 1856 

April  14, 1856 

May  13,1856 

May  39, 1856 

May  31,1856 
June    3,1826 

Jane    9,1856 

June    3,1856 


Name  of  contractors. 


John  Rykowski 


John  M.  Bradford. 


Theodore  Gfllespie. 
R.  H.  Bradford 


do. 

Joseph  Gorlinski . 

Robert  Boyd 

John  M.  Bradford 
John  F.  Fenner .. 


Districts. 


Southwestern. 


,do, 


Southeastern, 
do 


To  any  deputy  surveyor. 

Thomas  Hunter 

F.  O.Cornay 


Henry  Curtis. 


John  Rykowski 

A.  L.  Fields 

Samuel  0.  Hepburn.... 

A.  L.  Mershon 

do 


do 

Maurice  Hauke. 


A.  L.  Mershon. 
do 


I 


June    3, 1856    John  Gorlinski. 
June  83, 1856  .  V.  Sulakowski. 


June  98, 1856    Maurice  Hauke 


Aug.  14, 1856 

Aug.  14, 1856 

Aug.  19,1896 

Aug.  19, 1856 
Aug.  30, 1856 
Sept.  16, 1856 

Sept.  90, 1856 


J.  Clazton  Taylor 


do 

A.  L.  Mershon. 


Southwestern 

Southeastern 

North  of  Red  river. 

Southwestern 

North  of  Red  river. 


Northwestern . 

do 

Southwestern. 


North  of  Red  river. 


Expiration  of 
contract. 


Southwestern , 

do 

Southeastern  . 

do 

Greensburg . . . 


do 

Southeastern 


Greensburg 
do.... 


do 

Southeastern 


.do. 


North  of  Red  river. 


do 

F.  O.Dums 

Thomas  Hunter. 


A.  L.  Mershon. 


.do. 
.do. 


do 

Southwestern. 
Northwestern . 

Southeastern  , 


Time  extended 
to— 


I 


§ . 

is 


I 


To  be  paid  by  tb« 


10 
110 


#5  per 
95  per 


8 


day 


day 


To  be  pa  id  by  per 
To  be  pa  id  by  the 


To  be  pa  id  by  the 


8 

8 
8 


8 


8 


8 


8 
8 


Sukvbyob,  Gbkkeal's  Omci,  DonaUtonvtlU,  Lovliian*,  Odoter  1, 1856. 
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Continued. 


etaii 


claimants. 


light-house 


Board 


Remarks. 


Claim  of  hein  and  legal  representatives  of  J.  B.  Macarty  and  others,  decree 
of  United  States  Hupreme  Court,  townships  13, 14,  and  15  south,  range  3 
east,  and  township  14  south,  range  4  east,  returned  and  approved. 

Claim  of  legal  representatives  of  Barthelemy  Oe  Blue,  comininaioner's  report, 
B  1488,  township  10  south,  range  9  west,  returned  and  approved. 

Resurveys  in  townships  IS  south,  ranges  16  and  17  east,  returned  and  approved  . 

Claim  of  John  Tuley,  certificate  86,  township  9  south,  range  4  east,  east  of 
river ;  survey  not  executed,  as  its  locality  could  not  be  ascertained. 

Resurvey  of  claim  of  B.  Going,  B  1168,  townships  4  and  5  south,  range  4 
east,  returned  and  approved. 

Examinations  in  townships  18, 19,  and  90  south,  range  18  east,  returned  and 
approved. 

Claim  of  president  and  directors,  lie,  of  Pine  Grove  Academy  returned  and 
approved. 

Survey  section  31,  township  14  sooth,  range  9  west,  and  subdivide  section  9, 
township  19  south,  range  9  west,  returned  and  approved. 

To  locate  the  claim  of  H.  Pargoud,  register  and  receiver,  No.  39,  townships 
19  and  90  north,  range  5  east,  and  township  19  north,  range  6  east;  order 
returned,  reissued  to  H.  Curtis  May  11, 1856. 

To  survey  and  report  quality  of  land  in  east  half  of  section  27,  township  90 
north,  range  14  west,  returned ;  awaits  action. 

Claim  or  Charles  Pavie,  devisee  of  Athanase  Du  Mezier,  B  1780,  township  10 
north,  ranges  7  and  8  west,  returned  but  not  finally  examined. 

Survey  of  the  unsurveyed  portions  of  townships  15  south,  ranges  11  and  19 
east,  north  Grand  Lake;  partial  returns  of  township  15  south,  range  19 
east;  order  for  township  19  south,  range  9  east,  issued  to  F.  O.  Dugas 
August  30, 1856. 

Claim  of  H.  Pargoud,  register  and  receiver,  No.  39,  townships  19  and  90 
north,  range  6  east,  and  township  19  north,  range  6  east,  returned  and 
approved. 

Exterior  lines  heretofore  unsurveyed  as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  town- 
ships 13. 14,  and  15  south,  ranges  1  and  3  cast,  no  returns. 

Resurveys  townships  15  and  16  south,  range  9  east,  and  township  16  south, 
range  10  east,  no  returns. 

Survey  in  sections  14  and  15,  township  24  south,  range  91  east,  for  location 
of  light-house  site  on  Timbalier  inland,  not  executed,  order  returned. 

Locate  claim  of  William  Flower,  register  and  receiver,  1836,  No.  8,  and 
James  Smith  Yarborough,  O  B  365,  returned  and  approved. 

Claim  of  Francois  Cousin,  act  of  Congress  January  19,  1855,  township  8 
south,  ranges  19  and  13  east,  returned  and  approved. 

Claim  of  John  Guzman  returned  and  approved. 

subdivide  part  of  Paul  Toup's  claim  into  public  sections,  township  14  south, 
range  90  east,  returned ;  awaits  Commissioner's  instructions. 

Claim  of  Joseph  Soniat  Dufossat,  act  of  Congress  May  19, 1839,  township  10 
south,  ranges  14  and  15  east,  returned  and  approved. 

Claims  of  James  Nadaud,  B  937,  certificate  No.  324.  and  M.  L.  de  la  Gau- 
trais,  widow  Gonsouun,  register  and  receiver,  B  9, 1st  class,  No.  57,  re- 
turned and  approved. 

Claim  of  William  Leach,  0.  and  8.,  1830,  No.  145,  certificate  No.  919,  town- 
ship 8  south,  range  5  east,  returned  and  approved. 

Claim  of  Robert  Martin,  register's  report,  No.  34,  to  be  extended  and  sur- 
veyed in  township  17  south,  range  16  east;  surveys  suspended  as  reported 
to  Commissioner. 

Claim  of  Justus  La  Barre  Le  Beau,  register's  report,  No.  13.  township  13 
south,  range  90  east,  west  of  river,  returned  t  awaits  Commissioner's  in- 
structions upon  Toup's  claim. 

Claim  of  Jacques  Dumine,  Sutton's  report,  No.  96,  township  15  north, ranges 
9  and  10  east,  not  executed,  order  reissued  to  A.  L.  Mershon  August  19, 
1856. 

Claim  of  F.  de  la  Garsa,  Sutton's  report,  No.  39 ;  order  not  executed ;  reissued 
to  A.  L.  Mershon  August  19, 1856. 

Claim  of  Jacques  Dumine,  report,  No.  96,  township  15  north,  ranges  9  and  10 
east,  returned  and  approved. 

Claim  of  F.  de  la  Garsa,  Sutton's  report  No.  39,  returned  and  approved. 

Survey  of  township  19  south,  range  9  east. 

Correction  of  lines  bordering  the  claim  of  Charles  Pavie,  register  and  re- . 
ceiver,  No.  37. 

Claim  of  A.  B.  Roman,  townships  19  and  13  sooth,  range  16 


20 
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No.  2. 

Statement  showing  the  estimated  amount  of  liabilities  of  the  surveying 
department  in  Louisiana  for  surveys  under  contracts  and  instructions 
on  the  1st  October 9  1856. 


Description  of  the  surveys. 


WORTHWBSTBKN  DISTRICT. 


1 


sc 

•si 

1 


Township  11  north,  range 

township  11  north,  range 

township  15  north,  range 

township  15  north,  range 

township  16  north,  range 

township  16  north,  range 

township  17  north,  range  13  west,  60  miles.* 

Townships  7  and  8  north,  range  5  west 

Township  10  north,  range  0  west. 


8  west,  100  miles ; 

0  west, 50  miles; 
19  west, 70  miles; 

13  west,  10  miles ; 
19  west,  30  miles ; 
13  west,  60  miles ; 


Total. 


SOUTHWESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Township  9  south,  range  1  east,  105  miles ;  town- 
ship 3  south,  range  1  east,  195  miles ;  town- 
ship 9  south,  range  9  east,  100  miles ;  township 
9  south,  range  3  east.  95  miles. 

Townships  7, 8,  and  0,  south,  range  1  east,  75 
miles  each. 

Township  5  south,  range  9  west,  95  miles ;  town- 
ship 5  south,  range  3  west,  10  miles ;  township 
6  south,  range  9  west,  75  miles ;  township  6 
south,  range  3  west,  30  miles;  township  7 
south,  range  9  west,  55  miles; 
south,  range  3  west,  15  miles; 
south,  range  9  west,  30  miles; 
south,  range  3  west,  30  miles. 

Township  4  north,  range  3  west. 

Township  15  south,  ranges  11  and  19  east. 


township  7 
township  8 
township  8 


I 

V 

04 


98 


30 
10 


360 


8 
8 


8 

8 

7 


Townships  15  and  16  south,  range  f  east,  40 
miles;  township  16  south,  range  10  east, 95 
miles. 

Township  19  south,  range  9  east 


Townships  3,  4,  and  5,  south,  range  19  west ; 
townships  4, 5, 6,  7,  8, 0,  and  10,  south,  range 


13  west. 


110 
90 

65 


90 
135 


Total. 


SOOTHBASTRRH  DISTRICT. 

Township  19  south,  range  8  east,  80  miles ;  town- 
ship 13  south,  range  8  east,  10  miles ;  township 
.  L  south,  range  0  east,  10  miles ;  township  19 
touth,  range  9  east,  80  miles;  township  13 
RMith,  range  9  east,  10  miles ;  east  of  Missis- 
sippi river. 

Township  13  south,  range  13  east,  10  miles; 
township  13  south,  range  14  east,  190  miles; 
west  of  Mississippi  river. 

Township  17  south, range  19  east,  40  miles; 
township  17  south,  range  90  east,  40  miles ; 
township  17  south,  range  91  east, 90  miles; 
township  18  south,  range  19  east,  105  miles ; 
township  19  south,  range  17  east,  50  miles ; 
west  of  Mississippi  river. 

Township  6  south,  range  9  east ;  west  of  Missis- 
sippi river. 


190 


130 
955 


8 
8 

8 


8 
8 


8 


940 


8 
8 


i 


Si 

si 


#3,040  00 


940  00 
80  00 


3,360  00 


3,400  00 

1,800  00 
9,590  00 


Name  of  surveyor. 


880  00 
160  00 

590  00 


160  00 
1,080  00 


10,590  00 


1,590  00 


1,040  00 
9,040  00 


1,680  00 


Thomas  Hunter.. 


1 

1 

if 


Thomas  Hunter. 
Thomas  Hunter. 


Mar.  99,1631. 


Thos.  H.  Weight- 


Noah  H.Phelps.. 


Noah  H.  Phelps.,  ....do 


Sept.16,1896. 
(Instructions.) 


Jan.   9,1895. 


Nor.  1,1855. 


Wm.H.  Orsborn.  Dec.  90, 1855. 
P.O.  Conwy....   Mar.  1,1856. 

(Instruction*.) 
A.  L.  Fields Mar.94,1856. 

(Instructions.) 

P.  O.  Uugas Aug.  30, 1886. 

(Instructions.) 

Thomas  Hunter..   Sept.  1, 1856. 


Samuel  Perin....  Feb.  19, 1851. 


Silas  Taylor Jan.  10, 1854. 

Joseph  GorlinsJd.  Oct.  19, 1854. 


Andrew  Crawford  ffot,  9,1854 


*  These  surveys,  except  township  11  north,  ranges  8  and  9  west,  are  adjacent  to  the  Grappe  claim. 
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No.  2 — Continued. 


Description  of  the  surveys. 


Township  19  Math,  ranee  90  east,  95  mllei ; 
township  13  south, range  90 east,  170  miles; 
west  of  river. 

Township  15  sooth,  ranges  16  end  17  east ;  west 
of  Mississippi  river. 

Township  15  sooth,  range  90  east,  40  miles ; 
township  15  south,  ranee  91  east, 40  miles; 
township  16  south,  range  91  east,  95  miles ;  west 
of  Mississippi  river. 

Township  14  south,  range  91  east,  80  miles; 
township  14  south,  range  99  east,  80  miles ; 
west  of  Mississippi  river. 

Township  4  south,  range  10  east ;  west  of  Missis- 
sippi river. 

Township  17  south,  range  16  east;  west  of  Mis- 
sissippi river. 

Township  14  south,  range  90  east ;  west  of  Mis- 
sissippi river.* 


Total. 


DisTmicT  Morrn  or  nan  aivi*. 

Township  9  north,  range  3  east,  95  miles ;  town- 
ship 3  north,  range  9  east.  90  miles ;  township 
3  north,  range  3  east,  100  miles;  township  3 
north,  range  4  east,  95  miles ;  township  4  north, 
range  1  east,  90  miles. 

Township  19  north,  range  9  east,  70  miles ;  town- 
ship 90  north,  range  9  east,  70  miles ;  township 
91  north,  range  9  east,  70  miles ;  township  19 
north,  range  10  east,  5  miles 


Total, 


OBKKMSBUftO  DISTRICT. 


Township  7  south,  range  1  west,  90  miles ;  town- 
ship 8  south,  range  1  west,  60  miles ;  townships 
8  and  9  south,  range  8  east,  90  miles. 

Township  1  south,  range  4  west. 


Add  the  following  unsettled  accounts : 
George  E.  Vandzandt,  for  township  9  south, 

range  13  east ;  sent  up  December  93, 1846. 
H.  T.  Williams,  for  township  1  north,  ranges  5 

and  6  wesftf  sent  up  June  30, 1847. 


Total. 


Total  amount  of  liabilities. 


2 


at 

ll 

P 


I 


195 

110 
165 

160 

175 
10 
15 


960 


160 


170 
100 


a 
I 

V 
V 

C 

a. 


8 
8 


8 
8 
8 


8 
8 


I 


8 

n 

So 


S 


$1,560  00 

880  00 
840  00 

1,190  00 

1,400  00 

80  00 

190  00 


19,980  00 


1,890  00 


1,190  06 


9,940  00 


1,360  00 

800  00 

796  00 
386  11 


3,979  11 


39,379  11 


Name  of  surveyor. 


a 
m 


a 

9 


a -a 


George  E.  Brent.. 

Theo.  Gillespie... 
Maurice  Hauke.. 


Maurice  Hauke, 


Dec.   7,1854. 


Jnly    3,1PM. 

(Instructions.) 

Nov.  17, 1855. 


do. 


Robert  Boyd 

V.Sulakowski... 
Maurice  Hauke.. 


Jan.  31, 1856. 

June  93, 1856. 
(Innlructions.) 

June  9,1856. 
(Instructions.) 


A.L.  Mention... |  Dec.  1,1855. 


John  M.  Bradford 


May  13, 1856. 


J.  Clazton  Taylor 


John  R.  Mershon. 


Dec.  1,1846. 


Jan.    9,1856. 


*  Subdivision  of  part  of  Paul  Toup's  claim  into  public  sections. 


Svkvbyo*  Gemkkal's  Orrics, 

IkmaUaonvilU,  Louisiana,  October  1, 1856. 


W.  J.  McCULLOH, 
Surveyor  Otneral  of  Louisiana. 
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No.  3. 

Proposed  surveys  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1858,  including  those  already  authorized  by  appropriations. 


Districts  and  townships. 


SOUTHWBSTBUI. 

Township  15  south,  range  IS  east,  90  miles;  town- 
ship 14  south,  range  8  east,  90  n.  >«»s ;  township  15 
south,  range  7  east,  30  miles ;  township  9  north, 
range  4  east,  65  miles. 


Township  3  south,  range  3  east 


Township  13  south,  range  6  east. 


Township  3  sooth,  range  9  east,  00  miles ;  township 
4  south,  range  3  east,  170  miles. 


Total  in  southwestern  district. 

MOftTB  Or  KBn  KIVEft. 

Township  10  north,  range  5  east,  85  miles, 


Township  8  north,  range  4  east,  10  miles. 


Township  4  north,  range  9  east,  90  miles. 


Township  11  north,  range  11  east 
Total  in  north  of  Red  river.. 


m  o 

En 


135 


160 
10 

930 


85 


10 


90 


80 


8. 

2 


98 


8 
8 

8 


8 


8 


8 


9< 

§1 

4B 


•1,080 


1,980 


60 


1,840 


4,980 


680 


80 


140 


640 


1,540 


Necessity  of  resurvey,  how 


Resurveys  proposed  in  previous 
mates ;  their  necessity  reported  to 
the  Commissioner  by  surveyor  genv- 
eral  on  the  95th  August,  1855,  and 
their  execution  approved  by  Ooen- 
missioner's  letter  of  15th 
ber,  1855. 

Further  examination  and  report 

Juired  by  Commissioner's  fetter  of 
une  98, 1855. 
Further  surveys  required  to  complete 
and  connect  public  sections  adjoin- 
ing late  resurveys  of  John  Boyd, 
deputy  surveyor. 
Formerly  included  in  Chas.  M.  Brad- 
ford's contract,  but  relinquished!  by 
him. 


Township  miscloses  3.09  by  9.46 1 
tions  1, 5, 6, 90,  and  probably  others 
misclose.  The  claim  of  Haggarty 
miscloses,  and  is  deficient  in  con* 
nexions.  Henry  Hunt  no  connex- 
ions but  one,  19  00  chains  by  Hear- 
ing, 91 .94  chains  by  Mclnnis.  East- 
ern half  mile  of  southern  boundary 
no  notes  returned  by  Mclnnis. 

In  consequence  of  the  new  surveys 
by  Phelps,  section  96  miscloses; 
1.13  by  SL50  and  section  36  as  badly 
if  not  worse ;  part  of  the  claim  of 
Bennet  Roberts  lying  in  the  north- 
east corner  of  this  township  to  bsj 
surveyed.  The  township  map  can- 
not be  prepared  on  account  of  the 
misclosures.  and  for  want  of  con- 
nexions In  the  above  claim  of  Rob- 
erts on  the  northern  ^boundary. 
The  claim  of  John  Henry  (B.  930) 
is  supposed  to  be  in  this  township. 

The  location  of  the  claim  of  Kins; 
Holstein  in  the  township  is  erro- 
neous, (see  approved  sketch  of 
township  8  north,  range  4  east,)  no 
distance  given  in  the  notes  for 
second  mUe  of  the  western  bound- 
ary, and  an  Irreconcilable  discrep- 
ancy exists  in  the  plats  of  the  claims 
of  John  and  James  Holloway,  sec- 
tions 11  and  14  with  the  connexions 
of  public  sections. 

Necessity  explained  in  body  of  report. 
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No.  3 — Continued. 


District!  and  township. 


SOCTHBASTBBJI,  WEST  Of  BIVBB. 

Township  19  sooth,  range  14  east,  30  miles ;  town- 
ship 14  south,  range  18  east,  40  miles ;  township  15 
south,  range  18  east,  40  miles ;  township  90  south, 
range  99  east.  15  miles ;  township  15  south,  range 
19 east,  10 miles ;  township  16  south,  range  90 east. 
15  miles;  township  15  south,  range  19  east,  10 
miles ;  township  90  south,  range  30  east,  90  miles ; 
township  13  south,  range  18  east,  35  miles ;  town- 
ship 14  south,  range  19  east,  40  miles. 

Township  15  south,  range  94  east.  80  miles ;  town- 
ship 16  south,  ranges  94  and  95  east.  90 miles; 
township  5  south,  range  8  east,  165  miles ;  town- 
ship 6  south,  range  8  east,  100  miles. 


.,  bast  of  Kim. 
Township  IS  south,  range  11  east,  New  Orleans 


Total  in  southeastern  district. 


KOBTHWBSTBBJI. 


Pusuitsyud  portions  of  townships  18.  19,  and  90 
north,  range  14  west,  west  of  Red  river,  and 
townships  90  and  91  north,  range  15  west. 


Total  in  northwestern  district.. 


Total  of  proposed  surreys. 


m  o 
Efc* 

■a 


04 


«955 


435 


150     90 


8 


6 


100      8 


It, 

Is 
2  c 
o  V 


$9,040 


3,480 


3,000 


8,590 


800 


800 


15,140 


Necessity  of  resurveys,  how  shown. 


Proposed  in  previous  estimates; 
their  necessity  reported  to  Com- 
missioner by  surveyor  general  on 
the  95th  August,  1855,   and   ap- 

?  roved  by  him  i5th   September, 
855. 


Proposed  in  previous  estimates,  the 
necessity  of  the  resunrey  fully  set 
forth  in  the  last  annual  report. 


Necessity  explained  in  body  of  re- 
port. 


VBTOR  GbVSBAL's  OfFJCI, 

DonaUBmOk,  Zaufriama,  October  1, 1856. 


Wll .  J.  McCULLOH, 
Surveyor  GsneroJ,  LouUiana, 
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No,  4. 

Estimates  of  funds  to  be  appropriated  for  (he  fiscal  year  ending  June  3Q, 
1858,  for  surveys  in  Louisiana,  for  compensation  of  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral and  the  clerks  in  his  office,  and  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
surveyor  general* s  office. 


Present  liabilities  for  unpaid  surveys  under  contract 
and  instruction*,  vie: 


Southwestern  district 

Northwestern  district.* .  ..< 
Southeastern  district. ...... 

North  of  Red  river  district 
Greensburg  district  • 


Proposed  surveys,  at  augmented  rates,  (|8  per  mile,) 
of  this  and  former  yean: 


Southwestern  district... . . 
North  of  Red  river  district 
Southeastern  district.  •  •  ••  • 
Northwestern  district 


Proposed  resurvey,  at  |20  per  mile,  of  the  New 

Orleans  township • 

8alary  and  expenses  of  surveyor  of  private  claims. 


|10,520  00 

3,360  00 

12}280  00 

2,940  00 

3,272  11 


Total  liabilities,  actual  and  proposed , 

Total  appropriations  on  liana 

To  be  appropriated  for  surveys  • . . . . 


For  salaries. 


Compensation  of  the  surveyor  general. ••••• 

Four  clerks,  (for  current  business  of  the  office). . . 
Four  clerks,  to  be  employed  in  examining  and  pro- 
tracting surveyors'  returns 

Two  draughtsnu  n,  preparing  maps,  &c 


Contingent  expense*. 


Rent  of  rooms  for  surveyor  general's  office 

Stationery,  furniture,  postage,  bookbinding,  ice, 
freight,  fuel,  copy  or  documents  from  registers, 
servant's  hire,  Ac 


4,280  00 

1,540  00 

8,520  00 

800  00 


#32,372  11 


53,512  11 
42,746  14 


Total  amount  of  appropriations  required  for  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1858. .  • , 


15,140  00 

3,000  00 
3,000  00 


2,000  00 
4,400  00 

4,400  00 
2,400  00 


400  00 


1,400  00 


#10,765  97 


13,200  00 


1,800  00 


25,765  97 


WILLIAM  J.  McCULLOH,  Surveyor  General,  Louisiana. 


Surveyor  Geheral's  Or  pice, 

DonaldsonvUle,  Louisiana,  October  1, 1856. 
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No,  5. 

Statement  of  swamp  lands  accruing  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  under  the 
provisions  of  the  acts  of  Congress  approved  March  2,  1849,  and  Sep- 
tember 28,  1850,  excepting  such  portions  thereof  as  are  rightfully 
claimed  or  owned  by  individuals,  listed  to  date,  since  October  1, 1855, 
by  the  surveyor  general  of  Louisiana. 

District  north  of  Red  river. 


Township. 

Range. 

Land  surveyed. 

Estimated  on- 
surveyed. 

Total. 

•Acres. 

2,490.48 

2,548.72 

1,652.04 

906.36 

197.88 

14,841.28 

1,638.68 

400.18 

40.00 

240.00 

1,595.53 

33.51 

99.32 

5,336.54 

4,732.79 

134.78 

8,596.59 

567.42 

2,428.18 

22,372.68 

79.76 

15,017.23 

1,355.70 

8,376.69 

19,051.16 

8,428.48 

Acres. 
2,490.48 
2  548.72 

1  652.04 

906.36 

197.88 

14,841.28 

1,638.68 

400.18 

17  north 

40.00 

240.00 

1,595.53 
33.51 

99.32 

5.336.54 

4,732.79 
134.78 

8,596.59 
567.42 

1 1  OSSt  •••••■•••••• 

2,428.18 
2*3,372. 68 

79.76 

15,017.23 
1,355.70 

11  east 

8,376.69 
19,051.16 

8,428.46 

123,161.98 

123.161.98 

Southwestern  district. 


3 
3 
3 

4 

7 


north., 
north., 
north.  • 
north., 
sooth.  • 


10  sooth, 
th, 
th, 


12 
14 
9  sooth. •••••.•••••! 

10  sooth 

10  sooth 

14  sooth 

14  sooth. •  ••••«••••• 

15  sooth 

U  sooth 

Total 


4 

1 
2 
1 
1 
9 
9 
9 
5 
5 
6 
3 
4 
3 


east.. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

east . 

east. 

east. 

east. 

east. 

east. 


8  east 


3,335.75 

553.65 

2,344.98 

256.84 

2,234.99 

427.72 

476.28 

296.20 

1,952.44 

5,521.40 

1,150.52 

1,343.99 


2,318.18 
431.20 


8,302.32 

503.36 

3,209.96 


22,644.14  12,015.64 


3,335.75 

553.65 

2,344.98 

256.84 

2,234.99 

427.72 

476.28 

296.20 

1,952.44 

5,521.40 

1,150.52 

9,646.31 

5,528.14 
431.90 


34,659.78 
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E — Continued. 

Southeastern  district,  east  of  river. 


Township. 

Range. 

Land  surveyed. 

Estimated  un- 
surveyed. 

Totai. 

11  south 

4,869.60 

2,524.08 
2,328.20 

7,393.68 
2,328.20 

Total 

4,869.60 

4,852.28 

9,721.88 

' 

Southeastern  district,  west  of  river. 


3  Houth 

6,396.77 

39.16 

1,163.96 

3,214.96 

8,116.28 

979.60 

53.00 

768.16 

101.32 

9,105.00 

16,530.16 

3,453.04 

15,718.24 

6.396.77 

39.16 

13  south 

21  east 

1,163.96 

13  south 

22  east 

3,214.96 

8,116.28 

979.60 

23  east 

53.00 

768.16 

18  south 

18  east 

101.32 

18  south 

10,021.72 

18,051.11 
5,608.04 

19,126.72 
16,530.16 
21,504.15 
21,326.28 

19  south 

19  south 

19  east 

20  south 

Total . 

65,639.65 

33,680.87 

99,320.52 

Greensburg  district. 


2  east 

306.08 

293.04 

2,162.36 

1.129.46 

306.06 

S  south 

293.04 

8  south... 

2,162.36 
1.129.46 

•■* 

5,389.26 
717.28 
308.24 

4,268.26 

5,389.26 
717.28 

306.24 

16  east 

4.268.26 

Total 

14,573.98 

14,573.98 

Northwestern  district. 


7  north 

6  north 

8  north 

14  north 

15  north 

15  north. .  •  •  • 

16  north 

17  north 

18  north 

90  north 


Total, 


14  west. 

13  west. 

14  west. 
12  west. 

12  west. 

13  west, 
west, 
west. 

13  west. 

14  west. 


13 
13 


705.74 
664.92 
404.52 
481 .52 
10,965.92 

1,041.11 
225.79 

1,086.07 

30.36 

285.56 

15,891.51 


705.74 
664.92 
404.58 
481.52 
10,965.99 

1,041.11 
325.79 

1.086.07 

30.36 

285.56 

15,891.51 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Total  ana  of  swamp  lands  selected  in  the  district  north  of  Red  river 123, 161 .98 

Do.. do • .southwestern  district 34,659.78 

Do.  ••••••• do. ••••  .southeastern  district,  east  of  river.  9,721 .88 

Do. do do. west  of  river.  99,320.52 

Do do Greensburg  district 14,573.96 

Do ....do .north  western  district 15,891.51 

Grand  total 297,329.65 

Bat  the  set  total  to  be  added  to  selections  made  up  to  date  of  last  report  is  only  273,979.73 

WILLIAM  J.  McCULLQH,  Surveyor  General,  Louuuma 

Sdktetor  General's  Office, 

Donaldsonvillc,  Louisiana,  October  1,  1856. 
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annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  florida. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 

St.  Augustine ,  October  1,  1856. 

Sir  :  Conforming  to  the  requirements  of  a  communication  from  you* 
office,  dated  April  4,  1856, 1  herewith  transmit  you  my  annual  report 
in  triplicate,  elucidated  by  the  accompanying  exhibits,  marked  A,  and 
Nos.  2  to  9,  which  will  serve  to  show  the  progress  made  both  in  the  field 
and  office  work  since  my  last  annual  report. 

A  is  a  diagram  or  map  of  the  State,  giving  in  one  connected  view 
the  condition  and  extent  of  the  surveys  in  the  State. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  surveys  have  been  extended  but  little 
during  the  year.  The  surveyors,  eight  in  number,  were  all  in  the 
field  performing  their  duty  at  the  time  the  Seminole  Indians  made  their 
attack  on  Lieut.  Hartsuff,  United  States  army  ;  but,  from  the  hostile 
demonstration  made  soon  after  by  the  Indians  in  the  neighborhood  of 
their  operations,  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  work,  and  all 
had  left  the  field  by  the  last  of  January. 

All  the  work  properly  returned  to  this  office  performed  by  them  has 
been  examined,  platted,  and  sent  up.  It  is  believed  the  deputies  will 
at  an  early  day  be  able  to  resume  their  work  and  finish  their  contracts. 

No.  2  is  a  statement  of  contracts  for  surveying  that  were  not  closed 
at  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report. 

No.  3  is  a  statement  of  contracts  for  surveying  made  since  the  date  of 
my  last  annual  report. 

No.  4  is  a  list  of  original  township  plats  and  copies  of  the  same 
made  since  my  last  annual  report. 

No  4  is  a  statement  of  townships  in  which  lists  of  swamp  land  selee- 
tions^have  been  approved  since  my  last  annual  report,  as  inuring  to  the 
State  of  Florida  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
September  28,  1850,  and  lists  sent  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  and  also  to  the  registers. 

No.  6  is  a  statement  of  townships  in  which  the  State  authorities  have 
not  filed  any  "affidavit  lists"  of  swamp  land  embraced  in  the  same. 

No.  7  is  a  statement  of  townships  in  which  the  State  authorities  have 
filed  "  affidavit  lists/'  but  the  whole  or  a  part  suspended — the  reason 
for  which  suspension  appearing  on  the  memorandum  opposite  to  each 
township  thereof. 

All  the  swamp  land  selections,  as  far  as  the  lists  have  been  fur- 
nished by  the  State  authorities,  except  those  ir  No.  7,  have  been  acted 
upon,  and  lists  sent  to  the  proper  offices.  This  department  of  the 
business  of  the  office  has  caused  much  labor  and  careful  investigation 
during  the  year,  and  has  now  arrived  at  such  a  state  that  no  special 
allowance  of  funds  will  be  required  to  keep  it  up  with  the  regular  office- 
work,  as  the  regular  appropriations  for  clerks  can  be  partly  applied 
to  this  purpose. 

No.  8  is  a  complete  list  of  private  claims  (grants)  that  have  been 
surveyed  in  the  State,  showing  the  township  and  range  location. 

About  four  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  claims  have  been  carefully 
protracted  together,  with  the  connexion  lines  with  the  public  lands, 
and  a  condensed  history  and  full  index  of  each  title,  from  its  in- 
ception under  the  foreign  government  to  its  location  and  final  survey 
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under  our  own,  has  been  compiled,  and  the  field-notes  thereof  arranged 
and  consolidated,  ready  for  systematically  and  uniformly  recording  in 
special  books,  in  order  to  insure  their  preservation  for  after  use. 
About  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  claims  have  been  recorded  in 
duplicate — one  for  this  office,  and  one  for  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner in  Washington.  The  utmost  pains  is  taken  to  have  this  a  per* 
feet  record  ;  to  do  this,  a  review  of  the  whole  previous  history  of  each 
claim,  the  protraction  and  calculation  of  the  immense  number  of 
small  fractions  which  are  formed  by  the  diagonal  lines,  and  original 
and  irregular  forms  of  the  private  surveys,  as  well  as  interferences  and 
adjustment  of  conflicting  limits  of  claims,  requires  not  only  time,  but 
officers  of  ability  and  experience.  This  has  already  done  much,  and, 
when  completed,  and  all  the  facts  in  each  case  easily  accessible  to 
those  interested  and  the  public,  will  do  much  towards  quieting  the 
titles,  putting  an  end  to  litigation,  and  definitely  settling  the  lines 
of  separation  between  the  public  land  and  private  land  claims.  In 
my  last  annual  report,  I  said  "  that  it  is  confidently  believed  the 
sum  asked  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  and  completing  these  re- 
cords would  be  sufficient  to  get  them  ready  for  delivery  to  the  State 
authorities  on  the  completion  of  the  surveys  under  the  act  of  June, 
1840."  I  have  no  reason  now  to  alter  this  opinion,  believing  that  a 
vigorous  prosecution  with  the  sums  asked  for  in  my  last  annual  re- 
port, and  the  regular  force  of  the  office,  sufficient  to  place  the  whole 
records  in  the  proper  state  as  contemplated  by  the  above  act,  for  the 
delivery  to  the  State  authorities,  after  the  completion  of  the  surveys, 
and  therefore  have  omitted  to  make  any  estimate  for  such  work. 

I  make  no  estimate  for  surveys  during  the  next  fiscal  year,  believ- 
ing that  the  present  balances,  and  the  amount  allotted  to  this  office 
for  surveys  during  this  year,  which  has  not,  and  could  not  be  expended 
on  account  of  the  hostile  demonstration  of  the  Seminoles,  sufficient, 
should  they  become  peaceable,  to  execute  all  the  surveys  that  the 
regular  force  of  the  office  would  be  competent  to  examine,  adjust,  and 
protract  and  plat. 

No.  9  is  an  estimate  of  appropriations  required  for  the  office  of  the 
surveyor  general  of  Florida  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June, 
1858. 

The  sums  here  asked  for  the  payment  of  clerks  are  deemed  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  carrying  on  the  regular  work  of  the  office ;  in 
making  out  plats  and  diagrams,  copying  field-notes,  recording,  and 
for  examinations  of  swamp  land  lists ;  preparing  and  copying  these 
for  the  general  and  local  land  offices,  and  coloring  selections  on  swamp 
land  plats,  subdivisions  of  sections,  upon  requisition  of  registers,  to 
facilitate  the  sales  of  the  public  lands ;  examining  records  to  give  in- 
formation, and  exhibiting  to  persons  who  visit  the  office  the  original 
field-notes  and  other  papers  in  relation  to  titles,  and  other  useful  im- 
portant and  necessary  duties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  WESTCOTT, 
Surveyor  General  of  Florida. 

Hon.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  Washington  Dm  C. 
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No.  5. 

Statement  of  the  townships  in  which  lists  of  swamp  land  selections  have 
been  approved  as  inuring  to  the  State  of  Florida,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  September  28,  1850,  since  the  date  of 
my  last  annual  report. 


TALLAHASfftS  LAND  DIBTMOT. 


Township. 


1,  2 sooth. 

Mf    &f    O    ......   ......  QO.. 

m$  iC  .....•■•■■••■•  QO .  ■ 
Jf  *,  3 ...... ••••••GO** 

7...-. north. 

O,  O,  /   ............  QO •  • 

1)  2,  3,  4, 5,  6......do.. 

Jf  *,  3,  4»  d  ....  ••••QO.. 

1,  2,  3,  4V  5, 6*. ••••do.. 
1)  2,  3,  4,  5 .....•• . qo . • 
1, 2,  3,  4, 5, 6......do.. 

2,  3,  4, 5, 6 ••••  •••.do.. 

4)  Of  O  ■••••*••••••  QO . • 

Mf  *|  v •■•••• ••••••  QO.. 

3 do.. 

2 do.. 

2,3 do.. 

4 south. 


Bange. 


26,27,88 watt. 


29 . 

«H/.«  •■•■  ••■••■  •  •< 

31,32 , 

8,10,11.16 , 

17... , 


do. 


•  •  ■  •  •  .  00 1 

do. 

••••••do. 

......do. 


18,19,28,21,22,23,24, 
25,26,27.... 

•o  «•••••  .••'••■ 

^Mr,  &\w *  ••••  •••• 

Ol....   ......a. 

32 


do. 


• • • • . •••• QO • • 
•  •••■  ••■•  QO .. 
. ........ ttu . . 

do.. 


33., 
34.. 

1- 

1  . 

3. 

4.. 


do. 
do. 
do. 


..east. 

..do.. 
>  ■  • do • . 
..do.. 


Date  when  sent  to 
Commiationer. 


May  14, 1866. 
do 

I  ■  ■  •  •  a  QO  ■  ■  •  •  ■  ■ 

do 

Jane  10, 1866. 
do 


....do... 

■ . • . . QO • • < 
i  • . • . QO . . < 
>•••.  QO... 

...  do... 
....do... 


do 

June  14, 1866. 


do. 


...do. 
.••■do. 
...do. 


Date  when  sent 
to  the  register  . 


May  14, 1866. 
do 

■  ....•QO)  •••••• 

do 

June  10, 1866. 
do 


do... 

>do*«.< 

.do.... 

>do...< 

do... 


do 

..••••do.*.«.« 
June  14, 1866. 

do 

do 

•  ••••*  uo.« . ••■ 

. do 


•T.  AVOCfTIHE  LAND  DISTRICT. 


14,15,16 south. 

14,16,17,  18, 19..  .do.. 
17, 18, 19  .....  ....do.. 

18 do.. 

J  0,  1  «f  .  ......  ......  QO  .  . 

19 do.. 


96... 
27... 
28... 
29... 
30... 
30... 


... •••••«  ••.... 


...•east, 
•••.do.. 

....do.. 


.  • do . • 
..do., 
.do.. 


July  17,1856... 

>  •  •  .*.  •  QO  ••••  •••• 

do 


>•••••  QO...  •  ■  •< 

do 

July  19,1656. 


July  17, 1866. 

......  QO.  .  •  ... 

do 


• ....  .  QO.  •  •  •  •  • 

do...... 

July  19, 1666. 


TAJtrA  LAUD  DISTRICT. 


31,  32 south 

30,31,32,33 do. 

90,  31,  32  ■■•••..••  do • 
31 do. 

31, 32, 33  .........  do. 

39, 40.  •••••■  ••••••  do  • 

4" ...••■  ......  . . . . QO . 

28,29 do. 

28,29,30  ••••■••••do. 
22 do. 

*W,  S?l  ••••••••••••  QO. 


23,24 

•O  •••■•■ ...... ......  ....  QO . 

26 do. 

31,32,33.34 do. 

36 do. 

37,  38 do. 

39,40,42  .* do. 

17 do. 


IB,  Avf  VU  ..•••..  ..«•  ••••  QO. 

96 do. 

27,28 do. 


Juno  21, 1856. 

...... QO.... . • 

do 


do. 
do. 


do. 


......do 

July    5,1866.. 

......  QO  ....  •  .  ■  i 

July  12, 1856.. 
do 


June  21, 1866. 

>..... QO.*.... 

do 


do. 
do. 


do. 


do 

July    5,1866. 

>....•  QO.. . • .. 

July  12, 1856. 
......do 
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No,  5 — Continued. 


Township. 


» 

&f»  a  •  .  .  •  .  .  . 
••>  *w  •  •••• 
■Vt*«*«« .  .. 

»,30 

30, 31, 32  ~. 

30,31,34.. 

•S,  39  •  •••.< 
So**. 


•  •  •*»  •  •  .  • 


..south. 
....do*, 
••••do.. 

•  • .  • do . . 
....  do., 
••.•do.. 
..    do.. 

•  •••do.. 
•  ••do*. 


Range. 


38 

40.41 , 

42 


Bate  when  sent  to 
Commissioner. 


Date  when  sent 
to  the  register. 


29 east.  July  12,1866. 

33 do do 

34 do do 

35 

36 

37 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


do 
do, 
do. 


do. 

■  • • • • QO . > 

do. 

< 


do. 

•  •••••wO. 

do. 


I 


July  12, 1856. 

do 

do 


do 

do. 
do, 


do. 
.do. 
do. 


Oman  1, 1866. 


JOHN  WE8TCOTT, 

Surveyor  General  of  Honda, 


No.  6. 


Statement  of  townships  in  which  the  State  authorities  have  not  filed  any 
affidavit  lists  of  the  swamp  lands  embraced  in  the  same. 


TALLAHASSBI  LAWD  DISTRICT. 


Township. 


7.8.  and  9 sooth. 


Range. 


11 


.west 


TAMPA  LAND  DISTRICT. 


33, 31, 36,  and  36 south 

36  sod  37..... do. 

33 do. 

30  and  31 do. 

30, 32,  and  33 do. 

3* do. 

41 do. 

41, 56, 57,  and  58 do. 

41, 42,  55,  56,  and  57 do. 

«•  42, 54, 65,  and  56 do. 

41, 42, 43,  53,  54,  and  55 do. 

41, 46, 47,  and  53 do. 

40  and  41 do. 


23 east. 

24 do.. 

28 do.. 

29  and  30 do.. 

31 do.. 

34  and  35 do.. 

37 do.. 

38 do.. 

39 do., 

40 do.. 

41 do-. 

42 do.. 

43 do.. 


Ootobxb  1, 1856. 


JOHN  WESTCOTT,  Surveyor  General,  Florida, 
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No.  7. 

Statement  of  the  townships  in  which  the  State  authorities  have  filed  affi- 
davit lists,  the  whole  or  part  whereof  are  for  the  present  suspended; 
'  the  reasons  for  which  suspension  will  appear  in  the  memoranda  opposite 
to  each  township. 


TALLAHASSEE  LAND    DISTRICT. 


Township. 


Memoranda. 


The  resurvey  of  this  township  not  yet  approved. 


NEWNANSVILLE  LAND  DISTRICT. 


The  resurvey  of  this  township  not  yet  approved. 
The  selections  made  by  the  State  authorities  not 
ponding  with  the  plat  as  resurveyed. 


ST.   AUGUSTINE   LAND  DISTRICT. 


The  selections  in  sections  13, 14,  and  24  not  acted  on,  for 
the  reason  of  the  unsettled  condition  of  a  private  claim. 

The  selections  in  sections  7, 18,  and  19  not  acted  on,  for 
the  reason  of  the  unsettled  condition  of  a  private  claim. 

The  selections  in  sections  29, 30,  31,  and  32  not  acted  on, 
for  the  reason  of  the  unsettled  condition  of  private 
claims. 

This  entire  township  is  suspended,  for  the  reason  of  on- 
settled  condition  of  private  claims. 

The  selections  in  the  eastern  tier  of  sections  not  acted 
on,  for  reason  of  a  lap  discovered  in  survey. 

The  selections  ij  the  western  tiers  of  sections  not  acted 
on,  for  reason  of  a  lap  discovered  in  survey. 


October  1, 1866. 


JOHN  WESTCOTT,  Survt^or  General,  Florid*. 
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No.  9. 

Estimate  of  appropriations  required  for  the  office  of  the  Surveyor  General 
of Florida ,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30*A  June,  1858. 


Bslary  of  surveyor  general 

For  clerks  in  the  surveyor  general's  office,  at  now  by  law  allowed  for  the 

regular  and  necessary  business  of  the  office 

Contingent  expenses 


$2, 000  00 

5,300  00 
500  00 


JOHN  WE9TCOTT, 

Surveyor  Generml. 
SotriTOR  Gbmcral's  Office, 
Sl  Augustine,  October  1,  1656. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  GENERAL  OF  CALIFORNIA. 

United  States  Surveyor  General's  Office, 
San  FranciscOy  California9  September  30, 1856. 

Sib:  In  conformity  with  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to 
submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  department  the  following  as  my 
report  of  the  surveying  operations  in  California  for  the  year  ending 
this  day,  accompanied  with  a  detailed  map  of  the  State,  which  has 
been  projected  with  great  care,  and  with  the  view  to  a  correct  delinea- 
tion of  the  surveyed  portions  of  the  State. 

In  comparing  the  map  presented  with  my  last  annual  report  with 
the  one  accompanying  tnis,  the  variety  and  extent  of  the  surveys  of 
the  year  will  be  readily  discovered. 

The  delay  in  the  settlement  of  private  claims,  and  consequently 
their  segregation  from  the  public  domain,  has  prevented  the  sub- 
division of  some  of  the  most  desirable  lands  of  the  State. 

The  survey  in  .c  operations  of  the  State  have  therefore  been  confined 
for  the  most  part  to  sections  where  these  claims  do  not  interfere,  and 
to  valleys  in  the  mountain  districts,  now  so  eagerly  sought  after  by 
the  set  tier  8,  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  State,  adjacent  to  mining 
districts  and  towns ;  and  in  the  southeastern  portion,  to  the  valleys  and 
slopes  desirable  for  stock  ranches  and  agricultural  purposes  generally. 

Connected  with  the  Humboldt  meridian,  but  little  has  been  done. 
The  rugged  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  density  of  the  timber  in 
the  most  desirable  districts,  renders  it  impossible  to  procure  the  sur- 
veys at  the  present  prices  allowed  by  law.  A  line  has  been  extended 
direct  and  by  offsets,  along  and  near  the  coast,  north  of  Humboldt 
bay>  to  a  point  near  the  State  line. 

A  few  fractional  townships  have  been  surveyed  where  the  immediate 
wants  of  the  settlers  enabled  them  to  pay  the  deputy  a  sufficient 
amount  beyond  the  price  allowed  by  the  government,  to  save  him  from 
losses. 

In  the  Mount  Diablo  district,  and  connected  with  the  meridian,  more 
extensive  surveys  have  been  made.     These  have  been  confined,  how* 
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ever,  for  the  most  part,  to  the  valleys  bordering  on  the  upper  Sacra- 
mento, Shasta,  and  Scott's  rivers. 

Considerable  work  has  also  been  done  adjacent  to  the  Tejon  Indian 
Reserve,  and  along  the  Tahichapa  and  Mono  Lake  valleys,  connected 
with  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  mountains. 

The  great  portion  of  the  surveys  of  the  year  have  been  done  in  the 
district  of  the  State  connected  with  the  San  Bernardino  meridian. 
The  standard  and  township  lines  have  been  extended  over  most  of  the 
tract  of  country  lying  between  the  said  meridian  and  the  east  line  of 
the  State,  and  a  portion  of  the  innumerable  valleys  therein  have  been 
subdivided. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  contracts  entered  into  with  deputy 
surveyors  since  my  last  annual  report : 


Names  of  deputies. 


Date  of  contracts. 


R.  B.  Hays   - 
Jos.  A.  Tivy     ^    - 
Ralph  W.  Norris 
A.  P.  Green 
S.  C.  Wiltse 
H.  M.  C.  Brown    - 
John  La  Croze 
H.  A.  Higley 
Thomas  S.  Stephens 
Henry  Hancock 
John  La  Croze 
R.  B.  Hays 
A.  P.  Green         -» 
H.  S.  Washburn 
Wm.  Denton 
R.  C.  Mathewson 
A.  H.  Jones 
Henry  Washington 
H.  A.  Higley, 
Nicholas  Gray 
A.  W.  Von  Schmidt 
John  S.  Murray    - 
Julius  Kellersberger 
H.  M.  C.  Brown    - 
John  La  Croze 
A.  McNeill 
A.  P.  Green 
A,  W.  Von  Schmidt 


October  19 
October  19 
October  1 9 
October  19 
October  19 
October  19 
October  19 
October  20 
October  20 
October  7 
March  1 
March  1 
March  1 
March  1 
March  10 
March  15 
March  21 
March  28 
April  11 
April  15 
April  17 
April  25 
May 


3 
14 
12 


May 
June 
June  12 
June  13 
Aug.      13 


1855. 
1855. 
1855. 
1855. 
1855. 
1855. 
1855. 
1855. 
1855. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 
1856. 


The  following  deputies  are  now  in  the  field,  with  their  work  par- 
tially completed : 

^  C.  C.  Tracy,  on  the  Upper  Sacramento,  the  Shasta,  and  Scott's 
rivers. 
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Ralph  W.  Norris,  west  of  San  Bernardino  meridian,  and  between 
the  1st  standard  north,  (San  Bernardino  meridian,)  and  8th  standard 
south,  (Mount  Diablo  meridian.) 

B.  B.  Hays,  between  San  Bernardino  meridian  and  the  Colorado 
river,  and  north  of  the  base  line. 

A.  P.  Green,  between  the  San  Bernardino  meridian  and  the  Colo- 
rado, and  south  of  the  base. 

H.  M.  C.  Brown,  between  the  San  Bernardino  meridian,  and  the 
Colorado,  and  south  of  the  base. 

John  La  Croze,  between  the  San  Bernardino  meridian  and  the  Colo- 
rado, and  south  of  the  base. 

Henry  Hancock,  west  of  the  San  Bernardino  meridian  and  between 
the  base  and  1st  standard  north. 

H.  S.  Washburn,  between  the  San  Bernardino  meridian  and  the 
Colorado,  and  south  of  the  3d  standard  south. 

Wm.  Denton,  between  the  San  Bernardino  meridian  and  the  state 
line,  and  north  of  the  3d  standard  north. 

A.  H.  Jones,  between  the  San  Bernardino  meridian  and  the  Colo- 
rado, and  north  ,of  the  2d  standard  north. 

B.  C.  Matthewson,  between  the  San  Bernardino  meridian  and  the 
Colorado,  and  south  of  the  3d  standard  south. 

Henry  Washington,  between  the  San  Bernardino  meridian  and  the 
Colorado,  and  bordering  of  the  base  line. 

A.  W.  Von  Schmidt,  on  the  east  slope  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  moun- 
tains, north  and  south  of  the  Mount  Diablo  base  line. 

A.  McNeill,  on  the  Mariposa  river,  upper  portion. 

John  C.  Hedspeth,  west  of  Mount  Diable  meridian  and  north  of 
the  base. 

The  lines  that  have  been  surveyed  during  the  year,  the  field-notes 
of  which  have  been  returned  to  this  office,  examined  and  approved, 
are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Base  and  meridian  lines  ....        180  miles. 

Standard  lines  -----        530 

Traverse  and  meander  lines     ...  -        364 

Township  lines  -  -  -  -  -4,251 

Section  lines      -  -  -  -  -  -   20,198 

Ranch  survey    ------  65 

Aggregate  miles  during  the  year         ...  25,588 


The  total  number  of  miles  surveyed  and  returned  from  the  com- 
mencement of  field  operations  in  California  to  the  present  time,  is 
61,416  miles. 

The  operations  of  the  office  during  the  year  consist  in  the  examina- 
tion and  the  platting  of  the  field  work  that  has  from  time  to  time 
been  returned  by  the  deputies,  the  copying  of  the  field  notes  for  the 
department,  and  for  the  several  land  offices  of  this  State,  and  the  pre- 
paration of  a  general  map  of  the  State,  for  the  department,  exhibiting 
the  field  operations.  Also  the  recording  of  field-notes,  the  making 
out  and  copying  accounts,  and  the  various  duties  incident  to  the  cus- 
tody of  the  old  Spanish  and  Mexican  archives,  and  the  documents  of 
25 
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the  late  board  of  land  commissioners  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  pri- 
vate land  claims  in  California. 

The  following  is  an  exhibit  of  a  portion  of  the  office  work,  more 
particularly  connected  with  the  draughting  department,  that  has  been 

?erformed  since  my  last  annual  report, 
late  of  standard  and  township  exterior  lines : 
For  this  office  -  -  -  -  .  -  -      53 

For  transmission  to  the  department     -  -  53 


Flats  of  whole  and  fractional  township  sub-divisions : 

For  this  office   -            -            -            -            -  -    402 

For  transmission  to  the  department     -  402 

For  the  land  office  at  Benieia    -            -            -  38 

For  the  land  office  at  Marysville           -            -  77 

For  the  land  office  at  Los  Angeles        -  232 


106 


Flats  of  the  survey  of  ranchos  finally  confirmed  : 

For  this  office    -  -  -  -  2 

For  transmission  to  the  department      -  -  2 


1,151 


Total  number  of  plats  and  maps  made  out,  examined, 
compared  and  certified  to  during  the  year        -  -  1,261 

The  operations  of  the  next  year  will  consist  in  the  completion  of  the 
work  now  under  contract  and  some  additional  work  connected  there- 
with ;  also,  the  survey  of  the  several  ranchos  that  will  be  finally  con- 
firmed by  the  courts  or  dismissed  by  the  Attorney  General,  and  the 
sub-division  of  the  townships  bordering  on,  and  connected  with,  the 
lines  of  such  ranchos. 

Should  the  final  confirmation  and  dismissal  of  these  rancho  cases  be 
equal  to  what  is  confidently  anticipated,  the  operations  of  this  office, 
both  for  the  field  and  office  work,  will  be  most  onerous  and  extensive ; 
involving  the  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of  money ;  imparting, 
however,  greater  benefits  and  advantages  to  the  interests  of  the  gov- 
ernment than  the  expenditures  of  any  preceding  year,  inasmuch  as  a 
segregation  will  be  made  of  the  lands  held  under  Spanish  and  Mexi- 
can titles  and  the  contiguous  public  lands. 

From  the  location  and  quality  of  these  lands  they  are  in  demand, 
and  their  segregation  will  enable  the  government  to  dispose  of  them 
advantageously  to  the  settlers. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  referred  to  the  difficulties  attending  the 
execution  of  those  provisions  of  the  law  prohibiting  the  survey  and 
sale  of  "  mineral  lands,"  incident  not  only  to  the  ambiguity  of  the 
term  itself  but  to  the  character  of  the  country  also,  and  I  suggest  the 
necessity  of  more  definite  legislation. 

The  experience  of  another  year  has  confirmed  the  views  then  ex- 
pressed. I,  therefore,  again  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
subject,  as  one  not  only  of  interest  to  the  government  but  of  great 
importance  to  the  mining  as  well  as  the  agricultural  interests  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

As  I  then  remarked,  there  are  within  what  is  termed  the  mineral 
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regions  of  the  State  numerous  valleys  of  different  areas,  eminently 
fitted  in  all  respects  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  containing  none  oi 
the  precious  metals,  or,  if  any,  in  such  minute  quantities  as  to  preclude 
the  prospect  of  their  ever  being  worked  as  mineral  lands.  Yet,  from 
the  character  of  the  soil,  the  abundance  of  water  and  favorable  loca- 
tion, their  cultivation  would  be  not  only  profitable  to  the  settler  but 
greatly  beneficial  to  the  mining  population  of  the  adjacent  hills  and 
gulches.  Hence,  some  means,  it  is  suggested,  should  be  devised  by 
which  these  valleys  may  become  the  permanent  homes  of  many  pros- 
perous and  industrious  farmers. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  surveys  in  this  State  to  the  present 
time,  it  i*  believed  that  no  lands  denominated  "  mineral,"  according 
to  the  most  liberal  construction,  have  been  sub-divided  into  sections. 
Had  any  such  surveys  been  made,  the  miners,  who  ever  watch  their 
interests  with  a  jealous  care,  as  well  as  that  portion  of  a  community 
not  personally  interested,  but  ever  ready  to  find  fault  with  the  official 
acts  of  public  officers,  would,  doubtlessly,  have  long  since  brought  to 
my  notice  any  such  violation  of  law,  or  instructions,  on  the  part  of 
deputy  surveyors.  Not  a  single  complaint  upon  the  subject  having 
been  made  to  this  office,  I  think  it  can  safely  be  asserted  that  no 
"mineral  lands"  have  been  sub-divided. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.    HAYS, 
United  States  Surveyor  General,  California. 

Hon.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 

Commissioner  General  Land  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Surveyor  General's  Office, 

San  Francisco,  California,  September  30,  1856. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  instructions  I  herewith  present  a  schedule  of 
estimates  for  the  year. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHtf  C.  HAYS, 
U.  S.  Surveyor  General,  California. 
Hon.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 

Co^rr  .s-    cv  General  Land  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Schedule  estimate  of  the  expenses  incident  to  the  survey  of  the  public 
lands  and  private  land  claims  in  the  Stale  of  Calif ornia,  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1858,  to  wit : 

Salary  of  surveyor  general    -----     $4,500 

Salary  of  draughtsmen  and  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  sur- 
veyor general         ------     35,000 

For  rent  of  office,  wages  of  messenger,  purchase  of  instru- 
ments, fael,  stationery,  &c.  -  12,000 

For  extra  aid  in  transcribing  field-notes  of  surveys  for  pre- 
servation and  for  transmission  to  the  seat  of  government     12,000 

For  survey  of  public  lands  and  private  land  claims,  including 
office  and  other  expenses  incident  to  the  survey  of  the  claims  350,000 
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annual  report  of  surveyor  general  of  oregon. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Salem,  Oregon  Territory,  September  17,  1856. 

Sir  :  Having  forwarded,  by  mail,  a  synopsis  prepared  agreeably  to 
your  request,  under  date  of  April  1,  1856,  I  shall  now,  in  compliance 
with  the  instructions  accompanying  that  request,  report  the  progress 
of  surveying  operations  in  Oregon  since  the  last  annual  report  from 
this  office,  with  surveying  and  office  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1858. 

Statement  No.  1  exhibits  the  condition  of  surveying  contracts  not 
closed  on  the  first  October,  1855,  the  date  of  last  annual  report  from 
this  office. 

Statement  No.  2  shows  the  contracts  made  for  surveys  of  public  lands 
since  first  October,  1855,  and  the  progress  of  the  work. 

No.  3  contains  an  account  of  the  original  plats  of  exterior  and  subdi- 
visional  lines  of  townships,  and  of  copies  transmitted  from  this  office 
to  the  general  land  office  and  to  registers  since  October  1,  1855. 

No.  4  refers  to  the  preceding  statement  No.  3,  and  gives  number  of 
descriptive  lists  sent  to  registers. 

No.  5  consists  of  estimates  of  surveying  and  office  expenses  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858. 

In  pursuance  of  their  contract,  No.  61,  Messrs.  Joseph  W.  and  John 
Trutch,  after  having  run  the  coast  meridian  to  the  first  standard  par- 
allel north  on  the  south  boundary  of  township  No.  5  north,  found  it 
impracticable  to  continue  the  line,  as  in  a  few  chains  further  south 
it  strikes  an  almost  precipitous  cliff,  where  the  surveyors  would  have 
been  compelled  to  onset.  In  a  letter  to  this  office,  informing  of  this 
fact,  they  state  that  from  the  appearance  of  the  mountains  for  4  or  5 
miles  further  south — as  seen  from  the  beach  at  Elk  creek — they  deemed 
it  impossible  to  continue  the  coast  meridian  between  ranges  9  and  10 
west.  The  height  of  the  cliff  above  referred  to  is  estimated  at  2,500 
feet,  and  the  mountain  south  of  it  rises  to  the  probable  height  of  3,500 
feet.  As  Mr.  Samuel  D.  Snowden,  a  skillful  and  faithful  surveyor, 
was  (at  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  these  facts)  about  to  take  a  contract 
for  surveying  the  country  round  Tilamook  bay,  and  information 
having  been  received  at  this  office  of  the  practicability  of  extending 
the  base  line  across  the  coast  mountain  to  the  Pacific,  I  deemed  it  best 
to  instruct  Messrs.  Trutch  not  to  extend  the  meridian  by  an  offset 
line  south,  and  to  let  to  Mr.  Snowden  the  work  of  extending  the  base 
line  to  the  Pacific,  from  which  the  coast  meridian  can  be  run  north 
and  south.     He  is  now  engaged  in  prosecuting  the  contract. 

The  surveys  in  southern  Oregon  have  not  progressed  as  they  would 
have  done  in  the  absence  of  Indian  hostilities.  Surveyors  stood  aloof 
from  taking  contracts,  and  those  who  were  in  the  field,  in  addition  to 
other  causes  operating  against  them,  were  greatly  hindered  by  an 
unusual  deal  of  cloudy  weather.  When  Indian  difficulties  began  to 
decrease,  the  season  had  too  far  advanced  to  justify  the  commence- 
ment of  any  new  contract. 
In  a  communication  from  this  office,  under  date  of  June  17,  1866, 
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replying  to  your  letter  of  inquiry  of  April  26,  1856, 1  gave  a  number 
of  reasons  why  skillful  and  reliable  deputies  cannot  be  had  at  rates 
lower  than  those  now  paid.  The  partial  cessation  of  Indian  hostili- 
ties, and,  probably,  early  restoration  of  peace  within  our  borders, 
may  remove  some  of  the  causes  which  have  heretofore  prevented  a  re- 
duction of  those  rates  ;  but  as  these  occur,  others  teke  their  places. 
It  is  already  found  that,  as  in  former  years,  the  mines  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fort  Colville,  and  especially  those  in  southern  Oregon,'  as  Indian 
hostilities  abate,,  draw  off  laboring  men  from  every  county  in  the  Ter- 
ritory. The  most  exciting  reports  of  success  in  the  gold  mines 
abound,  and  operates  greatly  against  the  deputy  surveyor  in  employ- 
ing assistants,  except  at  prices  which  are  not  warranted  even  by  the 
apparently  high  government  prices  of  surveying  in  Oregon.  The 
assistant  asks  more  than  the  contractor  himself  can  rationally  expect 
to  clear ;  he  abandons  the  field,  and  perhaps  both  prefer  to  take  their 
chances  in  "  the  diggings." 

The  public  lands  which  remain  to  be  surveyed  in  Oregon  are  prob- 
ably rougher  than  any  that  have  ever  been  *eo*ionized  in  the  Territo- 
ries of  the  United  States.  Scarcely  an  uljui  veyed  township  of  land 
can  be  found  without  canons,  ravines,  or  precipitous  hills  ;  and  most 
of  the  unsurveyed  territory  abounds  in  heavy  timber,  (often  standing 
and  fallen,)  dense  tangled  undergrowth  of  bushes,  briars,  fern,  and 

Srass,  in  many  places  covering  a  rocky  surface  almost  impassable.  A 
eputy  surveyor  (Mr.  J.  W.  Trutch)  informs  that,  in  a  distance 
of  100  miles,  in  prosecuting  contract  No.  61,  it  was  found  impossible 
to  convey  provisions  except  by  packing  on  the  backs  of  men.  Actual 
experience  in  the  field  of  operations  alone  can  give  an  adequate  idea 
of  the  energy  and  perseverance  indispensable  to  the  successful  prose- 
cution of  a  surveying  contract  in  such  a  region  of  country.  To  rea- 
lize large  profits  from  the  best  contract  that  can  now  be  let  is  out  of 
the  question  ;  and  to  reduce  the  rates  of  surveying  would  be  ruinous 
to  contractors,  if  any  could  be  found  to  undertake  the  work. 

Should  the  present  expectation  of  peace  with  the  Indians  of  Oregon 
be  realized,  and  no  unforeseen  obstacles  present  themselves,  I  think 
the  surveys  of  all  the  public  lands  west  of  the  Cascade  range  of  moun- 
tains, fit  for  residence  and  cultivation,  may  be  completed  by  the  end 
of  the  year  1858.  If  any  should  remain,  they  will  consist  of  small 
fractional  townships  along  bases  of  mountains,  or  in  mountain  gaps, 
or  on  mountain  summits,  apart  and  detached  from  the  surveyed  lands. 
Believing  that  the  proper  period  has  arrived  to  authorize  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Oregon  surveying  district  east  of  the  Cascade  mountains, 
I  renew  the  recommendation  to  that  effect  found  in  the  last  annual 
report  from  this  office.  The  lands  lying  between  the  Cascade  and 
Blue  mountains,  and  particularly  those  on  the  Des  Chutes,  John  Day, 
and  Umatilla,  are  valuable  and  desirable,  especially  for  stock  farm- 
ing. At  the  Dalles  of  the  Columbia  a  business  town  (Dalles)  has 
sprung  up  ;  a  number  of  enterprising  settlers  have  taken  claims,  and 
made  considerable  improvements.  Settlements  had  also  been  made 
before  the  war  at  Whitman's  Station  and  on  the  Umatilla.  These 
will  be  soon  resumed  and  increased  in  number  ;  and  on  the  positive 
restoration  of  peace,  emigrants  will  repair  to  other  points  on  the 
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banks  of  the  Columbia  and  the  above  named  rivers.  The  surveys 
should  precede  the  settlements,  and  the  amount  necessary  for  this 
purpose  is  named  in  estimate  E. 

.  Since  the  1st  October,  1855,  374  settlers  on  the  public  lands  have 
made  their  notifications,  or  presented  final  proofs,  under  former  noti- 
fications, of  the  completion  of  their  four  years'  continuous  residence 
and  cultivation  ;  and  thirty-two  settlers  have  made  partial  final 
proofs. 

The  propriety  of  fixing  some  definite  time  for  the  final  survey  of 
.  private  land  claims  is  a  subject  worthy  attention,  on  account  of  its  im- 
portance in  several  respects.  The  last  legislative  assembly  of  this 
Territory  directed  the  county  superintendents  of  common  schools  to 
make  sale  of  the  school  lands,  on  certain  conditions  deemed  most  fa- 
vorable to  promote  the  increase  of  the  school  funds  of  the  several 
counties.  The  superintendents  having  selected  many  fractional  sec- 
tions and  quarter  sections,  in  lieu  of  lands  taken  by  settlers  before 
the  government  surveys,  in  sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six,  it  is  now 
found  impossible  to  ascertain  the  areas  of  many  of  those  fractions, 
because  of  the  fact  that  adjoining  claims  remain  unsurveyed,  and  the 
settlers  in  many  instances  manifest  a  reluctance  to  having  their 
claims  surveyed.  In  some  cases  this  is  attributable  to  a  fear  of  taxa- 
tion, and  in  others  a  hope  of  reduction  in  the  prices  of  surveyors  im- 
pels to  the  neglect.  Consequently,  many  of  those  fractions  cannot  be 
sold.  Desiring  also  to  prosecute  the  surveys  of  private  land  claims, 
in  order  to  effect  the  completion  of  claim -maps  of  townships  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  General  Land  Office,  it  would  be  well  to  empower 
this  office  to  say  authoritatively  to  the  settlers,  that  they  must  make 
their  requests  for  surveys  within  a  given  number  of  days  after  the  ex- 

Siration  of  their  four  years'  residence  and  cultivation,  otherwise  a 
eputy  will  be  commissioned  to  make  the  necessary  surveys  without 
further  delay,  and  at  their  expense. 

I  have  heretofore,  in  letter  of  June  27,  1856,  called  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  field-notes  of  claim  surveys  are  in  small  books  of 
unequal  size,  most  of  them  poorly  bound,  or  slightly  held  together 
by  weak  thread,  paste  or  wafers.  As  these  notes  will,  very  probably, 
before  the  lapse  of  many  years,  be  frequently  referred  to  and  exam- 
ined, their  preservation  depends  on  their  being  copied  into  books  of 
suitable  size,  and  substantially  bound  like  those  now  used  in  record- 
ing the  field-notes  of  township  surveys.  It  is  hoped  the  proper 
authority  and  means  will  be  furnished  for  this  desirable  purpose. 

Since  the  commencement  of  claim  surveys,  seventy  contracts  have 
been  entered  into,  under  which  the  field-notes  of  2,547  surveys  of 
claims  have  been  returned  to  this  office  Of  this  number,  119  were 
examined  and  approved  by  J.  B.  Preston,  esq.,  (former  surveyor  gen- 
eral ;)  437  have  been  examined  and  approved  since  the  office  came 
under  my  charge.  Of  the  remaining  field-notes,  1,991  are  without 
anything  in  this  office  to  show  that  they  have  been  examined  and 
approved,  although  some  1,200  are  platted,  and  may  have  been  con- 
sidered approved.  Among  these,  it  appears,  are  the  field-notes  of  the 
surveys  of  256  claims  in  eleven  townships  which  were  approved,  and 
plats  sent  to  the  register  at  Oregon  city  by  my  predecessor,  (Colonel 
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Gardner.)  The  register  has  been  requested  to  return  the  approved 
maps  to  this  office.  If  he  complies  with  the  request,  a  certified  copy 
will  be  returned  at  the  earliest  possible  day.  The  following  reasons 
induced  this  request.  Should  corrections  be  required  on  a  re-exami- 
nation of  the  notes,  these  maps  would  not  be  "  conformable  to  the 
field-notes  of  the  surveys  on  file  in  this  office/'  and  it  is  not  desirable 
to  increase  maps  of  the  same  surveys,  nor  to  lose  the  labor  bestowed 
on  those  heretofore  plotted,  because  of  the  absence  of  certificates  of 
approval,  though  they  may  have  been  examined  and  considered  ap- 
proved. Again,  certificates  have  been  issued  conformable  to  these 
plats,  and  any  errors  that  should  be  corrected  on  examination  of  the 
notes  would  make  it  necessary  to  issue  other  certificates  conformable 
to  the  approved  notes. 

A  number  of  the  1,735  field-notes  of  claim  surveys  were  examined 
and  considered  approved  by  my  predecessor,  as  appears  by  letters  to 
deputies  who  performed  the  work  ;  but  as  there  is  no  other  evidence 
that  they  were  examined  and  approved,  and  important  errors  are  not 
nnfrequently  met  with,  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  that  a  thorough 
and  careful  re-examination  and  approval  should  be  made  without 
delay,  and  that  hereafter  the  original  field-notes  may  bear  the  written 
approval  of  the  surveyor  general. 

The  seeming  discrepancy  between  "the  whole  number"  of  claims 
mentioned  in  the  last  annual  report  and  what  is  given  above,  will 
disappear  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  former  was  not  presented  as  the 
positive  "whole  number,"  but  as  "about"  the  nnmber  "surveyed 
and  to  be  surveyed.**  The  number  given  in  this  report  consists  of 
claims  actually  surveyed,  as  ascertained  from  the  field-notes  on  file  in 
this  office. 

There  are  in  this  office  a  journal  and  a  ledger  which  had  been  used 
previous  to  30th  September,  1855,  to  record  accounts  of  receipts  and 
disbursements  incidental  to  surveying  the  public  lands  in  the  district 
of  Oregon,  and  of  disbursements  for  compensation  of  surveyor  general 
and  clerks  in  his  office ;  but  since  the  third  quarter  of  1855  no  entries 
have  been  made  in  those  books.    And  of  the  first  month  of  the  second 

fuarter  of  the  current  year  there  are  no  vouchers  on  file,  consequently 
am  not  in  possession  of  proper  means  to  present  an  exhibit  of  the 
receipts  and  disbursements  pertaining  to  this  office  except  since  the 
day  I  came  into  it,  viz :  the  30th  April,  1856.  This  will  be  given  in 
the  report  for  quarter  ending  30th  instant. 

JOHN  8.  ZIEBER, 
Surveyor  General  of  Oregon. 
Hon.  Thos.  A.  Hendricks, 

Commissioner  General  Land  Office, 

Washington  City,  D.  C. 
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No.  4. 


'  [By  a  rearrangement  of  the  table  in  statement  No.  3,  since  forward- 

*  ing  the  synopsis,  the  number  of  subdivisional  township  maps  sent  to  the 

land  offices  at  Oregon  city  and  Winchester  is  given  under  that  letter.] 

Of  descriptive  notes  of  townships  155  lists  have  been  made,  of  which 
127  were  sent  to  thfc  registers  and  receivers  at  Oregon  City  and  Win- 
chester. 

JOHN  8.  ZIEBER, 
Surveyor  General  of  Oregon. 
/Surveyor  General's  Office, 

Salem,  0.  T.,  Sept.  17,  1856. 


No.  5. 
Estimate  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856. 

■ 

For  compensation  of  surveyor  general  and  clerks  in  his 
office $7,300  00 

For  transcribing  field  notes        -  3,000  00 

And  if  the  suggestion  to  that  effect  be  adopted — 

For  transcribing  field  notes  of  final  surveys  of  private 
land  claims     ------         2,000  00 

For  office  work  -  4,500  00 

For  rent,  fuel,  stationery,  and  incidental  expenses        -         3,000  00 

For  continuing  surveys  of  standard  parallels  in  this  dis- 
trict to  the  Pacific  ocean,  say  100  miles,  at  $20  per 
mile 2,000  00 

For  surveying  exterior  and  subdivisional  lines  of  20 
townships,  say  1,440  miles,  at  $12  per  mile  -       17,280  00 

And  if  Congress  extend  the  surveys  in  Oregon  east 
of  the  Cascade  mountains,  there  will  be  required — 

For  new  meridian  and  base  lines,  say  150  miles,  at  not 
exceeding  $25  per  mile  -  3,750  00 

For  surveying  standard  parallels,  say  160  miles,  at  not 
exceeding  $20  per  mile  -  3,000  00 

And  for  surveying  exterior  and  subdivisional  lines  of 
50  townships,  say  3,600  miles,  at  not  exceeding  $12 
per  mile  ---.--       43,200  00 

JOHN  8.  ZIEBER, 
Surveyor  General  of  Oregon. 
Surveyor  General's  Office, 

Salem,  O.  T.f  Sept.  17,  1856. 
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annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  washington. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Olympia,  Washington  Territory,  September  20,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  ray  annual  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  surveying  district  in  my  charge. 

Herewith  I  send  papers,  numbered  1  to  5,  exhibiting  the  contracts 
made  with  deputy  surveyors,  the  work  performed,  and  the  condition 
of  the  contracts. 

Estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1858,  were  forwarded 
on  the  29th  August. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  September  20,  1855,  a 
complete  and  disastrous  change  has  taken  place  in  the  Indian  rela- 
tions in  Washington  Territory. 

In  October,  1855,  this  office  had  in  the  field  eight  surveying  par- 
ties in  full  and  active  employment.  A  simultaneous  outbreak  of  the 
Indian  tribes  inhabiting  the  greater  portion  of  the  Territory,  and  nu- 
merous murders  committed  by  the  savages  upon  our  people,  rendered 
it  impossible  for  but  one  party  to  remain  in  the  field. 

As  there  were  but  about  1,700  white  male  inhabitants  in  the  Ter- 
ritory, and  2,000  Indian  warriors  were  absolutely  in  arms,  it  became 
a  matter  of  vital  necessity  for  all  able-bodied  men  to  bear  arms  in 
assisting  the  feeble  garrisons  of  regular  troops,  who  were  stationed  at 
three  widely  separate  posts. 

I  entered  the  service  myself,  and,  as  adjutant  general  to  the  volun- 
teer forces  raised  by  acting  Governor  Ma6on,  did  duty  for  several 
months  in  that  capacity.  Three  of  the  young  gentlemen  of  my  office, 
viz:  Messrs.  George  R.  Bright,  Edward  Gibson,  and  J.  I.  Lodge,  en- 
listed, and  made  a  campaign  of  three  months  with  credit.  Almost 
all  the  deputy  surveyors,  and  the  men  of  their  surveying  parties,  en- 
listed. 

As  there  were  2,000  Indians  known  to  be  hostile,  and  some  8,000 
others  wavering,  active  and  decided  measures  were  necessary  to  sub- 
due those  in  arms,  and  overawe  those  who  were  apparently  only 
awaiting  the  chance  to  join  whichever  party  proved  the  stronger. 
One  thousand  men  were  raised,  and  subsisted  for  nine  months  by  the 
patriotism  and  devotion  of  the  scanty  population. 

The  families  occupied  the  five  villages  and  forty -three  block-houses 
of  the  Territory,  and  almost  every  farm  was  abandoned. 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  at  the  opening  of  spring.  By  June 
last,  the  enemy  occupying  the  region  east  of  Puget's  Sound,  and  west 
of  the  Cascade  range,  were  effectually  subdued,  and  the  usual  em- 
ployments of  life  resumed. 

1  have  been  able  to  make  but  four  contracts,  however,  from  the 
above  causes,  together  with  the  topographical  difficulties  of  the 
country,  which  do  not  admit  of  profit  to  the  deputy  surveyor  at  the 
present  prices. 

In  the  vast  region  lying  east  of  the  Cascade  mountains,  several 
powerful  tribes  of  Indians  are  still  at  war  with  our  countrymen.  If 
a  permanent  peace  should  be  made  with  them,  it  will  throw  open  a 
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large  extent  of  excellent  country,  and  require  a  new  base  and  meri- 
dian line  to  be  established.  From  present  appearances,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  public  surveys  can  be  extended  to  the  eastward  of  the 
Cascades  during  the  summer  of  1857.  The  gold  mines  at  Fort  Col- 
ville  were  profitably  worked  until  the  miners  were  dispersed  by  the 
Indian  war  ;  the  few  who  remained  in  that  remote  region  had  profit- 
able employment.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  will  return  there  when 
the  savages  are  subdued. 

In  conformity  with  instructions  from  your  office,  I  stopped  the  pub- 
lic surveys  short  of  the  outlines  of  lands  claimed  by  the  Hudson  Bay 
and  Fuget  Sound  agricultural  companies,  and  notified  their  agents 
that  proof  of  the  extent  of  their  boundaries,  duly  authenticated,  was 
required  from  the  committee  of  the  honorable  Hudson  Bay  Compa- 
ny, in  London.  Nothing  has  been  received  at  this  office  in  answer, 
except  an  acknowledgment  of  the  request  made  by  the  chief  factor, 
Dugald  McTavish,  esq.,  at  Fort  Vancouver,  and  a  statement  from 
that  officer,  of  the  message  of  your  office  having  been  sent  to  the 
honorable  committee  in  London. 

Many  American  farmers  are  upon  those  claims,  and  are  making 
permanent  improvements.  I  strongly  urge  upon  your  office  such 
steps  as  may  be  requisite  to  define  the  extent  of  those  claims,  which 
are  becoming  more  valuable  every  year  by  the  labor  and  enterprise 
of  our  countrymen  alone.  I  would  recommend  that  commissioners 
be  appointed  to  survey  the  northern  boundary,  and  define  the  claims 
of  the  British  companies  here  at  the  same  time. 

I  send  herewith  triplicate  copies  of  a  map  of  that  part  of  Washing- 
ton Territory  lying  west  of  the  Cascade  range  of  mountains.  It  has 
been  compiled  with  great  care,  and  contains  much  new  and  interest- 
ing material  of  the  most  authentic  character.  Wherever  scouts  or 
marches  of  either  the  regular  or  volunteer  forces  penetrated  the 
country  east  of  Fuget's  Sound,  a  topographical  reconnoissance  was 
made,  and  the  results  carefully  collected  in  this  office,  and  the  work 
platted  into  this  map  I  send  you.  I  would  recommend  that  this  map 
be  lithographed,  and  a  few  hundred  copies  sent  for  distribution  here. 
The  thorough  scouring  of  the  forests  lying  between  Puget's  Sound 
and  the  Cascade  mountains  developed  large  bodies  of  excellent  land, 
and  some  small  prairies,  but  the  general  character  of  the  country  is 
unbroken  forests  of  the  greatest  magnitude  of  vegetation.  Firs,  ad- 
mirably adapted  for  masts  and  spars  ;  cedars,  frequently  ten  feet  in 
diameter  and  two  hundred  feet  high,  and  an  undergrowth  of  shrubs 
bearing  edible  and  not  unfrequently  delicious  berries,  which  constitute 
a  considerable  part  of  the  food  of  the  aborigines.  The  ferns,  lacamas, 
and  other  plants,  produce  edible  roots ;  and  the  numerous  rivers,  taking 
their  rise  upon  the  western  slope  of  the  Cascades,  and  flowing  east- 
ward to  Fuget's  Sound,  abound  in  excellent  salmon. 

Military  posts  are  established  now  upon  a  line  of  frontier  some  thirty 
miles  to  the  eastward  of  Puget's  Sound,  and  within  that  space  the 
country  is  beginning  to  be  reoccupied  by  settlers. 

In  my  estimates  heretofore  forwarded  I  have  affixed  a  price  for 
the  extension  of  the  meridian  and  standard  parallel  lines,  and  the 
township  and  sub-divisional  lines,  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  per  cent. 
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above  the  rates  now  allowed  by  law,  as  the  few  prairies  of  any  extent, 
not  occupied  or  claimed  by  foreign  corporations,  are  already  surveyed, 
lam  convinced  that  honest  and  capable  deputy  surveyors  cannot  find 
remunerative  occupation  for  their  labor  in  the  country  now  occupied  by 
settlers  upon  either  shore  of  the  sound.  As  all  articles  command  a 
price  greater  than  in  California  or  Oregon,  and  the  exceeding  diffi- 
culty of  the  country  prevents  provisions  being  transported,  except  on 
men's  shoulders,  (horses  not  being  able  to  get  over  the  immense  un- 
decayed  trunks  of  firs  and  cedars,)  the  cost  of  making  surveys  in 
Washington  Territory,  in  the  forests,  at  least,  is  greater  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  United  States. 

I  released  from  their  contracts  all  deputies  who  were  driven  from 
their  work  by  the  violence  of  the  Indians ;  and  although  I  have  offered 
them  the  same  or  other  work  this  summer,  but  two  have  accepted. 

The  work  examined  by  this  office,  for  which  accounts  were  made 
out  and  transmitted,  exhibits  a  remarkable  degree  of  accuracy  in  the 
closings,  considering  the  difficulties  of  the  country. 

The  office  work  is  fully  up,  and  we  have  a  full  and  complete  copy 
of  all  surveys  completed  north  of  the  Columbia  river  by  the  Oregon 
office.  Copies  of  all  the  township  plats,  meridian  and  standard  par- 
allel lines,  surveyed  before  the  organization  of  this  office,  have  been 
transmitted  to  you,  and  copies  of  all  the  township  plats  have  b&en 
sent  to  the  office  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at 
Olympia,  Washington  Territory. 

The  donation  law  expired  by  limitation  in  December,  1855.  Nearly 
fifteen  hundred  claims  have  been  notified  upon  by  settlers.  As  sug- 
gested in  my  last  annual  report,  I  am  sure  I  reflect  the  general  opinion 
of  the  inhabitants  when  1  state  that  an  extension  of  the  law  granting 
lands  upon  the  conditions  of  "  continuous  residence  and  cultivation/ ' 
is  not  desired. 

The  expense  of  private  surveys,  the  incomplete  character  of  the 
title,  and  the  difficulties  of  transfers  of  property  under  inchoate  title, 
render  the  gift  of  lands  under  such  conditions  of  questionable  value  ; 
could  the  titles  be  made  complete,  upon  production  of  proof  of  valtoe 
of  improvements,  or  could  the  actual  settler  purchase  his  land  at 
the  minimum  price  after  it  was  surveyed,  it  would  be  more  convenient 
to  a  large  class  than  the  onerous  condition  of  continuous  residence. 

The  pre-emption  laws  are  acceptable  to  many  of  the  inhabitants  ; 
and  when  the  Territory  recovers  from  the  prostration  of  the  Indian 
war,  which  has  cost  the  inhabitants,  in  value  of  time,  provisions,  mu- 
nitions, horses  and  supplies,  some  two  millions,  a  rapid  development 
of  the  resources  of  the  country  may  be  confidently  expected. 

Excellent  coal  in  inexhaustible  quantities  exist.  At  Billingham 
bay,  near  the  northern  boundary,  mines  are  worked  with  success,  and 
cargoes  shipped  to  San  Francisco. 

Fine  bodies  of  rich  lands  have  been  explored  in  the  valleys  of  the 
Chehalis  river,  which  falls  into  the  Pacific  at  Gray's  harbor. 

The  bottom  lands  of  the  Nisqually,  the  Puyallup,  Snohamish, 
White  and  Green  rivers,  the  waters  of  which  all  disembogue  in 
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Pnget's  Sound,  are  broad,  rich,  and  of  the  most  fertile  quality,  but 
densely  timbered. 

The  navigation  of  Pnget's  Sound  is  perfect  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year. 

East  of  the  Cascades  and  upon  the  Columbia  river,  and  upon  its 
northern  tributaries,  are  also  large  bodies  of  excellent  lands. 

Settlements  extend  along  the  western  shore  of  Puget's  Sound,  from 
Hood's  canal  to  the  Straits  of  Juan  de  Fuca,  consisting  of  several 
large  saw-mills ;  at  several  villages,  the  inhabitants  of  which  have 
opened  farms  and  annually  load  many  vessels  with  timber  and  spars 
for  California,  China,  Sandwich  Islands,  and  Australia.  I  propose 
surveying  this  country  by  extending  the  standard  parallels,  east  and 
west,  from  the  Willamette  meridian. 

Except  for  a  short  distance  from  the  shore  the  country  is  unexplored 
to  the  west. 

The  Cowlitz  river,  running  southwardly  and  falling  into  the  Colum- 
bia, also  drains  fertile  lands,  and  has  many  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  the 
Territory  among  its  prosperous  farmers. 

Although  the  degree  of  latitude  is  so  far  aorth,  yet  the  winters  are 
mild,  and  cattle  thrive  during  the  whole  year  upon  the  prairies  or  in 
the  timber.  The  climate  is  greatly  modified  by  the  prevailing  winds 
and  the  general  set  of  a  vast  "  gulf  stream"  traversing  the  Pacific 
from  the  southwest,  and  breaking  upon  the  shores  of  Washington 
Territory. 

The  cereal  grains,  except  Indian  corn,  flourish  admirably  here ;  the 
wheat  being  of  excellent  quality  and  abundant  in  quantity. 

I  propose  to  extend  the  guide  meridian  from  the  seventh  standard 
parallel  north  to  the  49°  of  north  latitude,  and  run  the  standard 
parallel  west  from  it  to  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Sound,  as  soon  as  I 
can  find  competent  surveyors  who  will  undertake  the  work. 

The  third  standard  parallel  has  been  extended  from  the  Willamette 
meridian  to  Shoalwater  bay,  on  the  Pacific,  and  developed  a  fine  body 
of  fertile  lands  upon  the  Willapa  river.  A  settlement  is  made  on 
Shoalwater  bay. 

Several  claim  surveyors  have  been  appointed  by  this  office.  As  a 
general  rule,  the  county  surveyors  have  been  selected  for  this  employ- 
ment. The  closings  upon  the  pre-established  sectional  surveys  ex- 
hibit honest  and  efficient  work  by  the  deputy  surveyors  of  both  the 
Oregon  and  Washington  offices. 

Descriptive  notes  of  the  field  work  done  in  Washington  Territory 
before  the  organization  of  this  office  and  since  have  been  made  out 
and  transmitted,  with  the  township  plats,  to  the  office  of  the  register 
and  receiver. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your,  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  TILTON, 
U.  8.  Surveyor  General  for,  Washington  Territory, 

Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office, 

Washington  city. 
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Estimate  of  expenses  incident  to  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  in  (he 
Territory  of  Washington  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858. 


Object  of  appropriation. 


Salary  of  surveyor  general • ..... 

Salary  of  regular  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general 

Rent  of  office,  wages  of  messenger,  purchase  and  repairs  of  instruments, 
fuel,  stationery,  &c . ..... 

For  extra  clerks,  employed  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general,  in  tran- 
scribing field-notes  for  preservation  at  the  seat  of  government. 

For  400  miles  of  meridian  and  standard  parallel  lines,  at  $28  per  mile 

For  2,000  miles  of  township,  subdivisional,  and  meander  lines,  at  $17  per 
mile...... . — ....  —  ...... 

Total 


Amount. 


$3,000  00 
4,000  00 

3,000  00 

4,000  00 
11,200  00 

34,000  00 


69,200  00 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  TTLTON, 
Surveyor  General,  WathingUm  Ihrritorp. 
Qmaa  SuBTsrom  Gknxral,  Washington  Tkrjutokt, 
OLympa,  W.  T.,  September  20,  1856. 
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No.  2. 

Statement  of  original  plats  made  and  copies  transmitted  to  the  General 
Land  Office  and  district  office  since  September  20,  1855,  (date  of  last 
annual  report.) 


Character  of  plat. 


Township  12  north,  range  1  east 

Seventh  (7th)  standard  parallel  north,  through 

ranges  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5  east 

Willamette  meridian,  from  5th  to  6th  standard 

parallels  north  .•••• • 

Township  13  north,  range  2  west 

Exterior  lines  of  townships  17,  18,  and  19  north, 

range  2  east 

Exterior  lines  of  townships  29  and  30  north,  ranges 

2  and  3  east. 

Townships  16  north,  range  1  east;  17  north,  range 

2  east;  and  25  north,  range  3  east 

Township  25  north,  range  4  east. 

Exterior  lines  of  township  25  north,  range  5  east. . 
Third  standard  parallel  north,  through  ranges  4, 

5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10  west  to  Gray's  harbor 

Townships  14,  15,  and   16  north,  range  2  west, 

and  16  north,  range  1  west • • 

Township  17  north,  range  3  west 

Township  13  north,  range  4  west 

Township  20  north,  range  3  west 

Exteriors  of  townships  18  and  19  north,  range  3 

west 

Seventh  standard  parallel  north,  second  copy  . .  • . 
Townships  2  north,  range  2  east,  and  1  north, 

ranges  3  and  4  enst 

Townships  13  and  14  north,  range  10  west 

Townships  15  and  16  north,  range  4  west 


No.  of  copies. 


c 

"E 

O 


£ 
O 

•o 
e 

a 

9 

o 


3 
2 
U 


3 
2 
2 


o 

m 


.9 
Q 


4 

1 
1 
1 


3 
2 
2 


3 

o 


3 

2 

2 
3 


9 
3 
2 


12 
3 
3 
3 

2 
1 

9 
6 
6 


When  transmitted. 


October  6,  1855. 

October  20, 1855. 

November  30,  1855. 
December  3, 1855. 

December  5, 1855. 

January  11,  1856. 

January  11,  1856. 
January  26,  1&>6. 
January  26,  1856. 

January  26,  1856. 

February  6,  1856. 
February  15,  1856. 
March  14,  1856. 
April  4,  1856. 

April  4,  1846. 
May  2,  1856. 

May  16,  1856. 
May  21,  1856. 
June  20,  1856. 


Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  TILTON,  Surveyer  Gentral%  Weak.  Tcr. 

Office  Surveyor  General  Washington  Territory, 
Olympia,  September  20,  1856. 
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No.  3. 

A  list  0/  township,  meridian,  and  standard  parallel  lines,  the  original 
field-notes  of  which  are  on  file  in  this  office,  which  have  been  recorded, 
(with  the  exception  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  standard  parallels  north- 
west of  the  Willamette  meridian,  which  were  recorded  previous  to 
September  20,  1855,)  transcribed,  and  transmitted  to  the  General 
Land  Office  since  September  20,  1855,  the  date  of  the  last  annual 
report. 


Character  of  field  note*. 


When  trans- 
mitted. 


Township  12  north,  range  1  east • • 

fifth  standard  parallel  north  through  ranges  3,  4,  5,  and  6  west 

Fourth  standard  parallel  north  through  ranges  4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,  and  11  west. 

Willamette  meridian  from  fifth  to  sixth  standard  parallel  north 

Township  13  north,  range  2  west • 

Exteriors  of  townships  17, 18,  and  19  north,  range  2  east,  and  fourth  stand- 
ard parallel  north  through  range 2 east •••• 

Townships  16  north,  range  1  east;  17  north,  range  2  east;  25  north,  range 
3  east,  and  exteriors  of  29  and  30  north,  ranges  2  and  3  east 

Guide  meridian  from  sixth  to  seventh  standard  parallels  north ••••• 

Seventh  standard  parallel  north  through  ranges  5,  4,  3,  2,  and  1  east 

Township  25  north,  range  4  east,  and  exteriors  of  25  north,  range  5  east.  • . . 

Third  standard  parallel  north  through  ranges  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10  west. . . 

Townships  16  north,  range  1  west,  and  14,  15,  and  16  north,  range  2  west. . 

Township  17  north,  range  3  west • 

Township  13  north,  range  4  west • 

Township  20  north,  range  3  west,  and  exteriors  of  townships  18  and  19 
north,  range  3  west 

Township  A  north,  ranges  3  and  4  east,  and  2  north,  range  2  east 

Townships  13  and  14  north,  range  10  west • 

Townships  15  and  16  north,  range  4  west  ••••• 


Oct.   6,  1855 

do 

Oct.  13,  1855 
Not.  30,  1855 
Dec.  3,  1855 

Dee.  5,  1855 

Jon.  11,  1856 
Jan.  26,1856 
do 


do 

do 

Feb.  6,  1856 
Feb.  15,  1856 
Mar.  14,1856 

April  4,1856 
May  16,  1856 
May  21,  1856 
June  20,  1856 


Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  T1LTON, 
Surveyor  General  Washington  Territory. 
Office  Surveyor  General  Waihiwoton  Territort, 

Ofympia,  W.  T.,  September  20, 1856. 
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No.  4. 

A  list  of  the  fiddrnotes  of  surveys  in  Washington  Territory  executed 
under  contracts  with  the  surveyor  general  of  Oregon  Territory,  which 
are  recorded  in  this  office,  and  have  been  transmitted  to  the  General 
Land  Office  since  September  20,  1855. 


Character  of  field  notes. 


..«•••»«.«. 


Exteriors  of  townships  2,  3,  4,  and  5  norta,  range  1  east 

Exteriors  of  township  1  north,  range  S  east 

Exteriors  of  townships  13,  14,  15,  and  16  north,  range  3  west, 
Subdivisions  of  townships  14,  15,  an- 1  16  nonh,  range  3  west.. 

Subdivisions  of  townships  3,  4,  and  5  north,  range  1  east 

First  standard  parallel  north,  range  1  east 

Third  and  fourth  standard  pars  11  els  north,  range  3  west ••• 

Exteriors  of  townships  9,  10,  11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17,  18,  19,  and  20  north, 

ranges  1  and  2  west • 

Second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  standard  parallels  north,  through  ranges  1 

and  2  west • 

Fourth  and  fifth  standard  parallels  north,  range  1  east. • ■ 

Willamette  meridian,  from  base  line  to  Puget's  Sound 

Extension  of  Willamette  meridian  to  Carr's  inlet 


*  When  trans- 
mitted. 


July     3,  1856 

do 

do 

do 

.  •••  •  •  .00.  •  •  •  •  • 

do 

do 


Aug.  16, 1856 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  T1LTON, 
Surveyor  General  Washington  Territory. 
Office  Surveyor  General  Washington  Territory, 

Olympia,  W.  T.t  September  20,  1856. 


No.  5. 


A  list  of  toumships  of  which  descriptive  notes  have  been  furnished  (he 
register  and  receiver  at  Olympia,  Washington  Territory,  since  Sep- 
tember 20,  1855. 


Townships. 


Nos.  3,  4,  5, 12,  16,  17,  18, 19,  and  20  north 

No.  17  north , 

No.  25  north 

No.  25  north , 

Nos.  4,  11,  12,17,  18,  19,  and  20  north  ..... 
Nos.  11,  12,  13,  17,  18,  19,  and  20  north 
Nos.  14,  15,  16,  and  17  north , 


Range. 


1  east. 

2  east. 

3  east. 

4  east. 
I  west. 
2 
3 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  TILTON, 
Surveyor  General  Washington  Territory. 
Office  Surveyor  General  Washington  Territory, 

Olympia,  W.  T.,  September  20,  1856. 
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annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  new  mexico. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856, 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  April  11,  1856,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  office 
from  October  1,  1855,  to  September  30,  1856. 

Herewith  you  will  please  find  schedule  No.  1,  and  abstract  No.  2, 
of  all  the  papers  relating  to  land,  and  of  the  grants  found  in  the 
archives  of  the  Territory  at  this  place,  which  have  been  arranged 
and  classified  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  documents  will  allow,  and 
now  form  a  portion  of  the  permanent  records  of  this  office. 

The  following  private  land  claims  have  been  examined  and  approved 
by  this  office,  and  copies  of  the  original  documents  and  translations, 
together  with  the  testimony  presented  by  the  claimants,  and  schedule 
of  documents  accompanying  each  claim,  are  herewith  transmitted,  in 
triplicate,  for  their  confirmation  by  Congress,  viz: 

No.  1.  Preston  Beck,  jr.,  land  in  San  Miguel  county. 

No.  2.  Town  of  Tome,  land  in  Valencia  county. 

No.  3.  Francisco  Martinez,  land  in  Bio  Arriba  county. 

Since  the  establishment  of  this  office,  thirteen  claims  of  Pueblo 
Indians,  to  lands  granted  to  them  by  the  government  of  Spain,  have 
been  examined  and  approved  by  this  office ;  copies  of  the  grants  and 
testimony  are  herewith  transmitted,  marked  from  No.  4  to  No  .16, 
for  the  action  of  Congress  in  the  premises. 

The  Pueblos  of  Taos,  Santa  Clara,  Tesuque,  San  Ildefonso,  and 
Pojoaque  have  been  deprived  of,  and  have  lost  the  original  title  deeds 
to,  their  lands,  and  testimony  has  been  taken  by  this  office  to  show 
that  the  title  deeds  to  their  lands  were  in  existence,  and  their  loss 
partially  accounted  for. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  Pueblos  whose  claims  have  been 
examined  and  approved,  viz: 

Jemes,  in  Santa  Ana  county. 

Acoma,  in  Valencia  county. 

San  Juan,  in  Bio  Arriba  county. 

Picuris,  in  Taos  county. 

San  Felipe,  in  Bernalillo  county. 

Pecos,  in  San  Miguel,  country. 

Cochiti,  in  Santa  Ana  county. 

Santo  Domingo,  in  Santa  Ana  county. 

Taos,  in  Taos  county. 

Santa  Clara,  in  Bio  Arriba  county. 

Tesuque,  in  Santa  Fe  county. 

San  Ildefonso,  in  Santa  F6  county. 

Pojoaque,  in  Santa  Fe  county. 
^  The  Pueblo  Indians  are  constantly  encsoached  upon  by  Mexican 
citizens,  and  in  many  instances  the  Indians  are  despoiled  of  their  best 
lands ;  I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  these  claims  be  con- 
firmed by  Congress  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  that  an  appropriation 
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be  made  to  survey  their  lands,  in  order  that  their  boundaries  may  be 
permanently  fixed. 

I  also  respectfully  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  made  for 
establishing  the  boundaries,  and  to  survey  the  private  land  claims  in 
this  Territory,  which  have  been  approved  by  this  office  and  confirmed 
by  Congress. 

Sixteen  private  land  claims  have  been  filed  in  this  office  since  the 
date  of  the  last  report,  making  in  all  thirty-one  private  land  claims 
filed  since  January  1,  1855,  abstracts  of  which,  in  triplicate,  maked 
R,  are  herewith  accompanied. 

The  remaining  twenty- eight  land  claims  filed  and  not  acted  upon 
by  this  office,  are  re^dy  for  examination  so  soon  as  the  claimants  pre- 
sent the  testimony  upon  which  they  rely  in  support  of  their  claims. 

Twenty  donation  claims  have  been  filed  since  the  date  of  the  last 
report  from  this  office,  making  a  total  of  thirty-two  donation  claims 
filed,  abstracts  of  which,  in  triplicate,  marked  S,  are  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 

Surveys. 

Since  the  first  day  of  October,  1855,  549  miles  of  range,  base,  and 
correction  lines  have  been  run  under  the  contracts  made  with  John 
W.  Garretson,  esq.,  dated  March  9.  and  May  9,  1855  ;  which  con- 
tracts have  been  completed,  the  field  notes  thereof  filed  in  this  office, 
examined  and  approved,  and  the  plats  of  survey  constructed  and 
transmitted  to  the  General  Land  Office. 

Under  the  contract  made  with  the  same  individual  on  the  third  day 
of  April,  1856,  125  miles  of  range,  base,  and  correction  lines,  and  265 
miles  of  subdivision  and  towtiship  lines  have  been  run,  and  the  field 
notes  filed  in  this  office.  Under  this  contract  23  miles  of  range,  base, 
and  correction  lines,  and  431  miles  of  subdivision  and  township  lines 
yet  remain  to  be  executed,  which,  owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  the  diffic  *lty  of  procuring  hands,  will  not  be  completed 
until  on  or  about  the  10th  day  of  October  next,  instead  of  the  20th 
of  September,  as  before  stated.  Upon  the  completion  of  this  contract, 
the  appropriation  for  public  surveys  in  this  Territory  will  be  entirely 
consumed. 

Herewith  accompanying  you  will  please  find  sketch  maps,  in  trip- 
licate, marked  T,  showing  the  amount  of  surveys  executed  in  this 
Territory  up  to  this  date. 

Statement  U  and  V,  herewith  forwarded,  exhibit  estimates  of  ap- 
propriations required  for  the  support  of  the  two  branches  of  this  office 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858. 

In  reply  to  your  circular  of  April  26,  1856,  concerning  a  reduction 
in  the  price  paid  for  surveying  the  public  lands  in  this  district,  I  have 
to  state  that  it  is  believed  that  no  competent  and  skillful  surveyors  can 
be  obtained  in  this  Territory  at  lower  rates  than  are  now  being  paid 
for  that  service. 

I  again  urge  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  law  establishing  this 
office  as  to  create  a  board  of  commissioners  to  examine  and  decide 
upon  the  private  land  claims  in  this  Terrirory,  similar  to  the  one 
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established  in  California,  as  it  will  be  impossible  to  attend  to  all  parties 
who  have  business  with  the  office,  when  the  duties  of  both  branches 
become  pressing,  with  that  promptness  and  despatch  which  is  neces- 
sary. 

I  again  call  your  attention  to  the  propriety  of  amending  the  dona- 
tion law  of  this  Territory,  in  the  manner  suggested  in  the  previous  re- 
port from  this  office. 

Forty-six  official  letters  have  been  received,  and  fifty-eight  have 
been  forwarded  from  this  office  in  the  year  ending  on  this  date. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 
Hon.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
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230 
424 
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Ruiz,  Clara . .... 

Avalos,  Pedro .......... 

Santa  Fe*,  corporation  of. 
Lucero  de  Godoy,  Juan  . 
Madrid,  Roque. 


Martin,  Domingo . .-..do 


Suit... 
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....do... 


Archuleta,  Ana  de. 

Santa  Cruz,  town  of 

Santa  Cruz,  inhabitants  of. 
Almazan,  Francisco  Anaya. 
Lucero  de  Godoy,  Joaquin. 

Rodriguez,  Sebastian 

Rodriguez,  Sebastian ... 

Aguilera,  Antonio  de  . 

Barrera,  Domingo  de... 

Jorge,  Isabel 

Silva,  Antonio  ........... 

8ilva,  Antonio 

Aspeita,  Ines  de. 

Flores,  Lucas 

Garcia,  Francidoo .... 

Herrera,  Tomas  de. 

Nieto,  Cristobal .... 

Palomino,  Tomas .... 

Trujillo,  Mateo 

Trujillo,  Mateo 

Archiveque,  Juan  de ... 

Beytia,  Diego  de . 

Duran,  de  Chaves  ........ 

Lobato,  Bartolome* 

Lobato,  Bartolome'. ....... 

Martin,  Alejo 


do 
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Petition  to  abandon. 
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.-..do 
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168 
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1716 
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1716 
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1716 

234 
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1716 
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1716 
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1716 

314 
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1716 
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1716 

404 

168 

1716 

437 

169 

1716 

600 

170 

1716 

601 

171 

1716 

602 

172 

1716 

603 
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1716 

641 
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740 
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1716 

833 
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1716 

834 
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1716 

936 

179 

1716 

937 
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1716 

1021 
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1716 
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12 
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1717 

235 
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1717 

604 
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170 
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171 
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438 
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1719 

506 
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742 
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1719 

940 
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607 
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744 
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14 
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172 
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439 
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608 
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1722 

609 

208 

1722 

682 
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Santiesteban,  Salvador  de  .  . . 
Serrano,  Domingo  Martin... 

Torres,  Nicolas  de.. 

Aguijosa,  Francises  Antonia. 

Arias  do  Quiros,  Diego . 

Apodaca,  Juan  Eeteban  de.. 

Baca,  Simon... .. 

Bejar,  Simona —  .... 

Cordero,  Juan  Ruiz 

Corporation  of  Santa  Fe* 

Dominguez,  Ana  Maria..... 

Duran,  Antonia ..... 

Gomez,  Petrona--- .... 

Garcia  de  las  Rivas,  Juan... 

Garcia,  Francisco ..... 

Gutierrez,  Antonio..... 

Hurtado,  Juan  Paez 

Lobato,  Bartolome*. ....... . 

Montoya,  Antonio 

Martin,  Francisco. ......... 

Madrid,  Lorenzo........... 

Martinez,  Antonio 

Nunez,  Tomas............. 

Romero,  Santiago.. 

Romero,  Francisco  Javier... 

Sanchez,  Bartolome' 

Sanchez,  Bartolome* 

Tamariz,  Felipe  de 

Tenorio  de  Alva,  Miguel.... 
Urribarri,  Antonio  de — ... 

Vallejo,  Juan 

Arias  de  Quiros,  Diego 

Dominguez.  Juana.  ........ 

Martin,  Cristobal . .. 

Crispin,  Cristobal.......... 

Crispin,  Cristobal — ....... 

Lujan,  Miguel............. 

Martinez,  Josefa 

Padilla,  Diego  de 

Quiros,  Diego  Arias  de 

Selorga,  Maria  de.. 

Tafoya,  Cristobal 

Tafoya,  Antonio. ...... 

Mestas,  Francisco  de ... 

Olguin,  Antonio 

Romero,  Santiago 

Trujillo,  Juan 

Archivcque,  Juan  de.. 

Martin,  Antonio ....... 

Rendon,  Francisco 

Rael,  Alonzo ... 

Zedano,  Josefa ....... 

Aticnza,  Jose*de . ... 

Candelaria,  Ventura... 

Lobato,  Juan  Cayetano 

Medina,  Juan  Lorenzo  de... 

Martin,  Miguel. ........ 

Pineda,  Juan  de  la  MoTa.... 
Tafoya,  Cristobal  Altomira.. 
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.do. 


Inventory  of  estate. 

Grant.. 

Conveyance 

....do 


Suit. 

Boundary  suit. 

Suit 

Conveyance 

....do 


Suit 

Conveyance. 
Grant 
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Cordero,  Juan  Ruiz .......... 

Garcia  de  Noriega,  Juan 

Montoya,  Salvador. 

Martin,  Francisco 

Sanchez,  Bartolome* .......... 

Cordova,  Lazaro  de. .............. 

Griego,  Nicolas,  et  al .. 

Gonzales,  Juan .. 

Hernandez,  Ana  Magdalena 

Lopez,  Juan 

Moraga,  Antonio  de . .. 

Martin,  Manuel...... 

Bios,  Jnana  de  los.... ............ 

Rodriguez,  Lorenzo............... 

Trujillo,  Jose* ................. 

Carillo,  Miguel... . 

Casados,  Francisco  Lorenzo ........ 

Casados,  Francisco  Lorenzo... 

Cruz,  Juana  de  la ........... 

Eguijoso,  Francisca . .. 

Garcia  de  la  Riva,  Juan ........ 

Giltome,  Joel  Manuel.... . 

Hurtardo,  Juan  Paez..... ......... 

Lujan,  Juana............ .... 

Lujan,  Josefa .. ...... 

Mendoza,  Gonzalo  Hoy  ode . 

Montoya,  Clements ..... ... 

Rael  de  Aguilar,  Alfonso ...... 

Sanchez,  Pedro 

Trujillo.  Mateo 

Coca,  Miguel  de . ...... 

Crispin,  Cristobal,  etal ......... 

Godines,  Antonio .. 

Griego,  Nicolas . . 

Lozada,  Antonio  de ...... 

Lobato,  Bartolome* .. . 

Misguia,  Francisca  de.. • 

Moraga,  Antonio  de... ... 

Montoya,  Andres .......... 

Montes  de  Oca,  Pedro.... ... 

Ortiz,  Nicolas . . 

Ortiz,  Nicolas . ft 

Ortiz,  Nicolas .... 

Salazar,  Antonio  de . ... .. 

Atienza,  Juan  de 

Arias  de  Quiros,  Diego. ......... 

Dominguez,  Benito......  — 

Gutierrez,  Alejo — 

Gutierrez,  Alejo....... .. 
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Grant... ........... 


418 


REPORT   OF  THE 


SCHEDULE— Continued. 


Ko. 

Tear. 

Index  No. 

267 

1731 

749 

268 

1731 

950 

269 

1732 

86 

270 

1732 

236 

271 

1732 

750 

272 

1732 

951 

273 

1732 

1038 

274 

1733 

18 

275 

1733 

517 

276 

1733 

684 

277 

1733 

751 

278 

1733 

841 

•279 

1733 

952 

280 

1734 

19 

281 

1734 

842 

282 

1734 

953 

283 

1734 

954 

284 

1735 

20 

285 

1735 

320 

286 

1735 

321 

287 

1735 

322 

288 

1735 

r 

289 

1735 

518 -J 

290 

1735 

291 

1735 

^ 

|292 

1735 

519 

|293 

1735 

644 

294 

1735 

843 

295 

1735 

955 

296 

1735 

1022 

297 

1736 

87 

298 

1736 

177 

299 

1736 

178 

300 

1736 

238 

801 

1736 

260 

302 

1736 

323 

303 

1736 

324 

304 

1736 

325 

305 

1736 

412 

306 

1736 

520 

307 

1736 

685 

308 

1736 

686 

309 

1736 

752 

310 

1736 

753 

311 

1736 

754  i 

312 

1736 

755 

313 

1736 

1039  > 

314 

1736 

1040 

315 

1738 

21 

316 

1738 

22 

317 

1738 

179  : 

318 

1738 

326 

319 

1738 

327 

320 

1738 

444 

321 

1738 

521 

322 

1738 

522 

323 

1738 

523 

Rivera,  Joan  Felipe  de. 

Torres,  Diego... 

Baca,  Bernabe 

Durande  Armijo,  Kosa 

Romero,  Juan  Jose*.... 

Trajillo,  Baltazar 

Vigil,  Pedro  Montes 

Angures,  Lorenzo  de 

Montoya,  Jose*  Francisco 

Padilla,  Diego 

Romero,  Matias 

Silva,  Francisco 

Taf  >ya,  Juan  and  Antonio 

Apodaca,  Juan  de.. 

Sanchez,  Maria 

Tamaris,  Felipe 

Trujillo,  Bartolome* _. 

Atencio,  Lazaro  de.. 

Garcia  de  Noriega,  Juan  Ksteban 

Gonzales,  Francisco  Antonio 
Garcia  de  Rivas,  Manuela 
Martin,  Geronimo 
Martin,  Tgnacio. 
Manzanare8,  Pascual 
Manzanares,  Tomas 
Martin,  Jacinto 
Onteberos,  Joeefa  de 

Sanchez,  Jose' 

Torres,  Jose*  Antonio  de 
Urribarri,  Antonio  de 

Barela,  Salvador 

Chaves,  Pedro . 

Chaves,  Nicolasa  de 

Duran,  Nicolas 

EBpinoaa,  Salvador 

Garcia,  Lazaro ......... 

Gonzales,  Diego .. ... 

Gonzales,  Diego 

Giroa,  Antonia 

Mestas,  Ventura . 

Padilla,  Diego 

Pacheco,  Juan 

Romero,  Nicolas . 

Romero,  Juana  Maria ... 
Roibal,  Ygnado  de,  et  al. 

Romero.  Diego 

Viafio,  Jose* 

Vallefcos,  Leogardo 

Angel,  Francisco  Xavier. 
Angel,  Francisco  Xavier. 

Carillo,  Juan. ... 

Gonzalez,  Jose* ..... 

Griego,  Lorenzo.. 

Lobato,  AguBtin 

Martinez,  Felix. 

Mestas,  Francisco  Xavier 
Martin,  Francisco 
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445 
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1742 
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371 

1744 

333 

372 
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379 

1744 
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Rodriguez,  Joan.............. 

Rodriguez,  Melchor. .  . , 

Velasco,  Diego..... 

Archiveque,  Agustin  de 

Baca,  Cristobal 

Benavides,  Juana  de .. 

Benavides.  Juana  de. ... 

Benavides,  Tomasa  de . 

Garcia,  Lazaro... ........ 

Garcia,  Jose* . . ... 

Garbiso,  Manuel  Sana  de  . 

Gabaldon,  Juan........ 

Martin,  Geronimo.. ... 

Santiesteban,  Antonio  de 

Tome,  town  of 

Tenorio,  Cayetano .. 

Trujillo,  Bernardino ..... 

Tafoya,  Antonio.. ........... 

Trujillo,  Bernardino. ......... 

Fernandez  Maria  Francisca.  ..  . 

Medina,  Maria  Magdalena. 

Montoya,  Antonio. ... 

Velasquez,  Manuel,  etal...... 

Archuleta,  Juan  Jose*  de.  .  .  .  .  . 

Archuleta,  Juan  Jose*  de...... 

Crespin,  Gregorio. .... 

Dominguez,  Antonio .... 

Gonzales,  Salvador .... 

Lobato,  Juan  Cayetano . 

Maese,  Catalina 

Ortiz,  Nicolas... 

Ortiz,  Nicolas. . ...... 

Ortiz,  Nicolas 

Reafio,  Jose*  de... 

Romero,  Diego.............. 

Tafoya,  Felipe 

Tapia,  Tomas 

Valdez,  Dominguez. .......... 

Armijo,  Vicente  de .... 

Duran,  Jose*. ..... .. 

Montoya,  Antonio........... 

Romero,  Diego 

Tagle,  Joee'de  Riafto 

Tagle,  Jose*  de  Riafio 

Altamirano,  Antonio  Tafoya... 

Baca,  Bernabe 

Benavides,  Juan  de 

Gutierrez,  Francisco 

Guerrero,  Francisco. 

Guerrero,  Francisco. . ..... 

Gonzales,  8ebastiana,  heirs  of. 

Martin,  Jacinto.... .... 

Martin,  Margarita. 

Roay  Carilla,  Francisco 

Riafio,  Jose*.......... .... 

Roay  Carillo,  Francisco. ...... 

Roay  Carillo,  Francisco. ...... 
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Conveyance .... 

Will. 

Conveyance 

Barter 

Conveyance 

...do 

...do iu. 

...do 
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Revocation  of  grant.. 

Conveyance ... 
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...do 
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...do 

...do 
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Gift — 
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.do — ~- 
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Turrieta,  Jose  Maria  de. . .. 

Griego,  Maria 

Gutierrez,  Gregorio. 

Gabaldon,  Juan  Manuel 

Real  de  Aquilar,  Alfonso ..... 

Solus,  Jose* 

Terras,  Jose* 

Tafoya,  Cristobal,  etal 

Baca,  Josefa. 

Codallas  y  Rabal,  Joaquin... 

Cisneros,  Antonio 

Casados,  Antonio,  et  al..... 

Chaves,  Nicolas  de 

Garcia,  Luis 

Jaramillo,  Roque  Jacinto 

Garcia,  Ramon  Jurado 

Saenz  de  Garazu,  Manuel 

Serrano,  Miguel  Martin. . 

Coyota,  Juanotilla 

Garcia.  Luis 

Garcia  de  Noriega,  Luis. 

Abiquiu,  Ojo  Caliente,  Pueblo  Quemado 


Duran,  Antonio 

Mcnchero,  Juan  Miguel. . 

Martinez,  Salvador 

Mestas,  Ventura ... 

Martin,  Antonio 

Sandia,  Mission  of..... 
Chama,  town  of........ 


Martinez,  Francisco 

Ortiz,  Francisco 

Pueblo  Quemado,  town  of. 

Trujillo,  Leogardo.. 

Cordova.  Jose*. 

Cordova,  Lazaro 

Cordova,  Antonio. 

Gonzales,  Maria  Candelaria 

Gardufio,  Felipe 

Gonzales,  Francisco 

Martin,  Rosa .. 

Martin,  Pedro 

Romero,  Juan  de  Dice , 

Ramos,  Manuel 

Ramos,  Manuel.. , 

Rael  de  Aguilar,  Alfonso,  heirs  of 

Salazar,  Antonio 

Trujillo,  Pedro  Antonio 

Vigil,  Manuel  Gregorio.. 

Alameda,  inhabitants  of 

Armijo,  Antonio  de 

Rael  de  Aguilar,  Julian... 

Apodaca,  Nicolas  de 

Baptista,  Pedro.... 

Casillas,  Salvador 

Duran,  Juan........ ..., 
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Ejectment . 
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..do 
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Conveyance 

....do 


....do 
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....do 
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....do 


....do 
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Conveyance. 
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do. 
do. 


•Not  granted. 
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Domingues,  Antonio... 

Esquivel,  Jose* . 

Efequivel,  Jose. 

Garcia,  Juan  Esteban. 

Gallegos,  Manuel . . 

Gracioso,  Lais  Faero 

Lopez,  Manuel ... 

Martin,  Pedro. ..... 

Montoya,  Josefa 

Martin,  Antonio 

Alguin,  Bartolome 

8ena,  Sebastlana  de. ... 

Trujillo,  Manuel 

Trujillo,  Cristobal 

Trujillo,  Bias 

Trujillo,  Antonio 

Tenorio  Teresa...... 

Tram  pas,  town  of.... .... 

Valerio,  Manuel. 

Vigil,  Francisco  Montes 

Vigil,  JuanBautista , 

Valerio,  Felix •... 

Barela,  Salvador .. 

Barela,  Salvador ........ 

Duran,  Catalina 

Garcia,  Francisco 

Gardufio,  Maria  Diego 

Gabaldon,  Juan 

Garcia,  Juano  de  los  Reyes.. 

Mestas,  Cristobal .., 

Mestas,  Ventara...... ... 

Martin,  Marcos , 

Naranjo,  Jose  Antonio 

Sandoval,  Antonio 

Trujillo,  Bartolome... 

Apodaca,  Vicente..... 

Borrego ,  Diego  Vasquez - 

Barela,  Salvador  ........... 

Barren,  Francisco  ..... 

Barela,  Tiburcio— .......... 

C6rdova,  Ana  Maria 

Casillas,  Tomas 

Coyota,  La 

Gomes,  Diego 

Herrera,  Juan  Mauuel  de 

Jaramillo,  Juana  de . 

Jurado,  Ramon  Garcia,  etal. 

Lopes,  Geronimo 

Mora,  Manuel . 

Martin,  Manuel' 

Martin,  Miguel ... 

Medina,  Jose  de 

Ojo,  Caliente,  town  of....... 

Pacheco,  Juan  Jose ., 

Puerco  River  Settlements 

Roibal,  Maria  de . 

Saez,  Francisco 

Sandoval ,  Gregoria 

Sena,  Maria  Francisca  de  ..«. 
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Turrieta,  Jose  Maria  de 

Griego,  Maria...... 

Gutierres,  Gregorio 

Gabaldon,  Juan  Manuel ..... 

Real  de  Aquilar,  Alfonso 

8alus,  Jose*... 

Terms,  Jose*.. 

Tafoya,  Cristobal,  et  al 

Baca,  Josefa .. 

Codallas  y  Rabal,  Joaquin 

Cisneros,  Antonio .... 

Casados,  Antonio,  et  al...... 

Chaves,  Nicolas  de... ..... 

Garcia,  Luis 

Jaramillo,  Roque  Jacinto 

Garcia,  Ramon  Jnrado 

Saenz  de  Garazu,  Manuel 

Serrano,  Miguel  Martin 

Coyota,  Juanotilla 

Garcia,  Luis 

Garcia  de  Noriega,  Luis 

Abiquiu,  Ojo  Caliente,  Pueblo  Quemado 


Duran,  Antonio 

Mcnchero,  Juan  Miguel., 

Martinez,  Salvador 

Mestas,  Ventura  ...... 

Martin,  Antonio 

Sandia,  Mission  of 

Chama,  town  of ... 


Martinez,  Francisco 

Ortiz,  Francisco 

Pueblo  Quemado,  town  of. 

Trujillo,  Leogardo 

Cordova.  Jose*. 

Cordova,  Lazaro 

Cordova,  Antonio 

Gonzales,  Maria  Candelaria 

GarduDo,  Felipe 

Gonzales,  Francisco 

Martin,  Rosa 

Martin,  Pedro 

Romero,  Juan  de  Dios 

Ramos,  Manuel 

Ramos,  Manuel 

Rael  de  Aguilar,  Alfonso,  heirs  of 

Salazar,  Antonio 

Trujillo,  Pedro  Antonio 

Vigil,  Manuel  Gregorio. 

Alameda,  inhabitants  of , 

Armijo,  Antonio  de 

Rael  de  Aguilar,  Julian... 

Apodaca,  Nicolas  de 

Baptists,  Pedro , 

Casil las,  Salvador 

Duran,  Juan 
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....do 
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....do 
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Conveyance. 
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Conveyance. 
....do 


....do 

Trespass 

Conveyance ... 

Testamentary  suit. 

Conveyance 

....do 


do. 
.do. 


•Not  granted. 


f  Imperfect. 
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538 
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1048 
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97 
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350 
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353 
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542 
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100 
191 
192 
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354 
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Nature  of  document. 


Domingues,  Antonio 

Efequivel,  Jose*... 

EBquivel,  Joee -. 

Garcia,  Juan  Esteban. 

Gallegos,  Manuel.......... 

Gracioso,  Luis  Fuero 

Lopes,  Manuel . 

Martin,  Pedro ... 

Montoya,  Josefa - . 

Martin,  Antonio...... 

Alguin,  Bartolome 

8ena,  Sebastiana  de.. 

Trujillo,  Manuel 

Trujillo,  Cristobal 

Trujillo,  Bias 

Trujillo,  Antonio 

Tenorio  Teresa 

Tram  pas,  town  of 

Valerio,  Manuel 

Vigil,  Francisco  Montes 

Vigil,  JuanBautista 

Valerio,  Felix •.. 

Barela,  Salvador 

Barela,  Salvador . 

Duran,  Catalina . 

Garcia,  Francisco 

Gardufio,  Maria  Diego ... 

Gabaldon,  Juan .. 

Garcia,  Juano  de  los  Reyes.. 

Mestas,  Cristobal 

Mestas,  Ventara 

Martin,  Marcos .... 

Naranjo,  Jose  Antonio 

Sandoval,  Antonio......... 

Trujillo,  Bartolome  ........ 

Apodaca,  Vicente.. 

Borrego ,  Diego  Vasques 
Barela,  Salvador  .......... 

Barrera,  Francisco  ..... 

Barela,  Tiburcio. 

Cordova,  Ana  Maria 

Casillas,  Tomas  .. .. 

Coyota,  La ... 

Gomez,  Diego ... .. 

Herrera,  Juan  Manuel  de... 

Jaramillo,  Juana  de 

Jurado,  Ramon  Garcia,  etal. 

Lopez,  Geronimo 

Mora,  Manuel .. 

Martin,  Manuel' . 

Martin,  Miguel 

Medina,  Jose  de 

Ojo,  Caliente,  town  of 

Pacheoo,  Juan  Jose 

Puerco  River  Settlements.  - . 

Roibal,  Maria  de 

Saez,  Francisco 

Sandoval,  Gregoria 

Sena,  Maria  Francisca  de  ..< 
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....do 

Gift. 

Suit 

Conveyence. 
....do 
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....do 
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Torres,  Jose 

Torres,  Jose 

Villa  Real,  Clara  de 

Valerio,  Manuel 

Varela,  Antonio 

Garcia,  Jose 

Herrera,  Jose  de 

Marques,  Bartolome  . 

Marque«;  Diego 

Romero,  Juan  de  Dios 

Vera,  Jose  Romo  de  ...... 

Vigil,  Juan  Montes 

Vigil,  Cristobal 

Baca,  Antonio 

Crispin,  Oregorio 

Gallejo,  Juan 

Herrera,  Juan  Bautista 

Marques,  Bartolome  • 

Mifioa,  Jose 

Pacheco,  Marcos 

Rivera  Salvador  Matlas 

Sandoval,  Miguel  de  Dios. 

Tenorio,  Josefs . 

Moreno,  Jose . 

Sisneros,  Juana 

Sandoval,  Felipe  de 

Sandoval,  Felipe  de...... 

Tenorio,  Josefa 

Martin,  Isidro....... 

Trujillo,  Gertrudis 

Armijo,  Tomas  de  ....... 

Moya,  Lucas 

Ortega,  Tomas  de 

Rael  de  Aguilar,  Manuela 
Sandoval ,  Felipe  de .....  . 

Sena,  Bernardino  de 

Sandoval,  Andres  de 

Tafoya,  Felipe  de 

Tafoya,  Miguel  de 

Anaya,  Francisco  de 

Benavides,  Toroasa  de 

Gam  boa,  Cristobal 

Montafio,  Urbano 

Trujillo,  Francisco -. 

Tafoya,  Juana  de 

Abiquin,  town  of 

Armijo,  Tsabel  de 

Ortis,  Toribio 

Sena,  Antonio  de ... 

Borrego,  Diego  Vasques.. 

Gallegos.  Juan..... 

Maldonado,  Jose 

Quetites,  town  of 

Tafoya,  Juan 

Angel,  Marcial 

Benavides,  Tomasa  de 

Baca,  Antonio 

Fragoso,  Gabriel 

Fernandes,  Juan  Jose.... 
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Conveyance - 

....do 

.-.do 

.-..do 

Gift 

Conveyance. .... 

....do 

Will 

Gift-. 

Will 

....do 

Gift 

Conveyance. . . 

..-do 

--do 

—do 

-—do 

—do 

....do 

Will 

Conveyance ... 

Will 

Conveyance.  ... 

—  .do 

—do 

—  .do 

....do 

—do 

do • 

—do 

....do 

Resettlement . 

Conveyance 

Division  of  estate.  . , 

Conveyance 

Inventory  of  estate 

.—do 

Conveyance 

Grant  

Conveyance 

—do 

Inventory  of  estate 

Suit 

Conveyance  .  . 

....do 


SECRETARY   OF  THE    INTERIOR. 


423 


SCHEDULE— Continued. 


654 

555 
656 
557 
668 
669 
660 
561 
562 
563 
664 
565 
666 
507 
508 
609 
510 
511 
512 
513 
614 
615 
616 
617 
618 
619 
620 
621 
522 
523 
524 
525 
526 
627 
628 
529 
630 
531 
532 
533 
534 
635 
536 
537 
538 
639 
540 
541 
542 
543 
644 
645 
646 
547 
648 
649 
550 
661 
662 


1762 

1762 

1762 

1762 

1762 

1762 

1762 

1762 

1763 

1763 

1763 

1763 

1763 

1763 

1763 

1763 

1763 

1763 

1763  1 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1764 

1765 

1765 

1765 

1765 

1765 

1765 

1765 

1765 

1765 

1765 

1765 


409 
448 
657 
775 
776 
986 
1055 
1056 
106 
195 
369 
558 
659 
690 
863 
864 
865 
987 
988 
39 
107 
108 
109 
196 
244 
245 
246 
360 
361 
417 
418 
449 
450 
451 
560 
661 
562 
563 
564 
565 
777 
778 
779 
866 
989 
1068 
1069 
1070 
110 
197 
362 
363 
452 
453 
566 
644 
691 
720 
780 


Hurtado,  Bartolo. 

Dosano,  Jose..... 

Mestas,  Joaquin...... 

Rivera,  Antonio 

Romero,  Juana 

Tafoya,  Juan 

Vigil,  Juan  Montes 

Vigil,  Manuel.. 

Baca,  Pablo 

Chacon,  Francisco 

Garcia,  Manuel 

Martin,  Manuel....... 

Martin,  Gertrudis 

Pacheoo,  Juan 

Sena,  Maria  Francisco  de 

Sanches,  Francisco . 

Sena,  Tomas  Antonio 

Torres,  Marcial _ 

Torres,  Martin 

Armijo,  Manuel,  et  al 

Baca,  Jose* 

Baca,  Jo&e* 

Baca,  Juan  Esteban 

Chaves,  Quiteria 

Domingues,  Antonio 

Duran,  Salvador 

Duran  de  Armijo,  Manuel . . . 

Gonzales,  Rosalia 

Gonsales,  Francisco 

Juangueve,  Juan  Esteban  ... 

Jarramillo,  Luis 

Lujan,'  Juan  Jose* 

Lucrecio,  Jose*  Martin 

Losano,  Jose* 

Madrid,  Cristobal 

Martin,  Jose* 

Mestas,  Joaquin. 

Martin,  Simon 

Mestas,  Mateo 

Martin,  Francisco 

Roibal,  Tomas 

Romero,  Francisco  Xavier . . . 
Rodriguez,  Francisco  Xavier. 

Segura,  Simon 

Tapia,  Cristobal 

Zamora,  Jose* 

Zamora,  Jose*  ....... 

Zamora,  Jose* -. 

Begtia,  Antonio  de 

Chaves,  Maria 

Gal  legos,  Jose*  Marcilo 

Gallegos,  Manuel 

Tiozano,  Maria  Manuela 

Lobato,  Agustin 

Martin,  Antonio .... 

Nieto,  Francisco 

El  Paso,  town  of 

Quelitcs,  town  of 

Romero,  Pedro,  et  al 


Nature  of  document. 


Will 

Conveyance. 

Grant 

Will 

Conveyance. 
....do 


Will 

Conveyance. 
....do 


....do 

Will 

Gift 

Inventory  of  estate  . 

Conveyance 

Inventory  of  estate. 

8uit 

Grant...... 

Inventory  of  estate. 

Conveyance 

Grant 

Conveyance . 

....do 


Partition  of  lands. . . 
Division  of  estate  .  . . 

Conveyance 

do 

Will 

Gift 

Conveyance 

Will 


.do. 


Conveyance. 

....do 

Suit 

Will 

Conveyance. 
....do 


...do. 
Will  . 
....do. 


Conveyance. 

Suit 

Will 

....do 

Conveyance. 

.-.do 

....do 


...do. 
Will  . 
..-.do. 


Suit 

Inventory  of  estate. 

Will 

Conveyance 

....do 


Copartnership. 

8uit 

..-do 

Grant , 
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Vo. 

Year. 

Index  No. 

653 

1765 

781 

664 

1765 

782 

665 

1765 

990 

656 

1765 

1067 

667 

1766 

111 

658 

1766 

275 

659 

1766 

454 

660 

1766 

567 

561 

1766 

568 

682 

1766 

669 

662 

1766 

670 

663 

1766 

671 

564 

1766 

783 

665 

1766 

784 

668 

1766 

867 

667 

1766 

868 

668 

1766 

991 

669 

1766 

1023 

670 

1766 

1058 

571 

1767 

40 

672 

1767 

41 

673 

1767 

42 

674 

1767 

112 

675 

1767 

198 

676 

1767 

199 

677 

1767 

247 

678 

1767 

276 

679 

1767 

364 

680 

1767 

365 

681 

1767 

419 

582 

1767 

572 

•683 

1767 

673 

584 

1767 

574 

685 

1767 

575 

586 

1767 

576 

687 

1767 

577 

688 

1767 

678 

689 

1767 

579 

690 

17i  7 

680 

691 

17(,7 

663 

692 

1767 

692 

693 

1767 

693 

694 

1767 

785 

695 

1767 

896 

696 

1767 

992 

697 

1768 

43 

698 

1768 

113 

699 

1768 

200 

600 

1768 

201 

601 

1768 

248 

602 

1768 

366 

603 

1768 

420 

604 

1768 

455 

605 

1768 

681 

606 

1768 

682 

607 

1768 

583 

Romero,  Francisco.. .......... 

Rael  de  Aguila,  Nicolas ... 

Tmjillo,  Casimiro  Antonio. 

Vigil,  Domingo  Monies 

San  Bias,  town  of............. 

Fragoso,  Francisco  Xayier..... 

Lucero,  Miguel.. .......... 

Mares,  Nicolas 

Martin,  Pablo 

Montoya,  Josefa............. 

Madrid,  Antonio..... 

Montoya,  Miguel,  and  Santiago. 

Romero,  Maria . 

Rodriguei,  Manuel 

Sans  de  Garbisu,  Juana....... 

Sandoval,  Antonio  de..... 

Sena,  Domingo  de 

Unaime,  Juan  Cayetano  ....... 

Vigil,  Salvador,  and  Tgnacio... 

Ascension,  Maria  de... ..... 

Apodaca,  Tnes  de 

Alderete,  Joaquin  de 

Baca,  Jose* 

Cardenas,  Petrona  de 

Chaves,  Antonio,  and  Pedro  ... 

Duran,  Juan  Jose*....... 

Fernandez,  Carlos.. 

Gonsalez,  Juan  Francisco ...... 

Gonzales,  Pedro  Antonio...... 

Jurado,  Catalina ....... 

Martin,  Juan  Francisco  ....... 

Montafio,   Juan  Bautista...... 

Montoya,  Antonio  Nerio. ...... 

Moya,  Manuel ..... 

Montoya,  Santiago 

Maldonado,  Josrf.. 

Martinei,  Vicente.. 

Madrid,  Cristobal 

Margues,  Bartolome .. 

Ortega,  Tomas  de 

Puerco  River,  settlers  of 

Pad  ilia,  Francisco.. 

Rodrigues,  Vicente 

Sabinal ,  inhabi tan ts  of 

Tenorio  de  Alua,  Miguel 

Alarid,  Jose*  Tgnacio,  et  al..  . 

Belen,  town  of. 

Chaves,  Ygnacio,  et  al. ,... 

Chaves,  Nicolas  de 

Duran,  Salvador 

Garcia,  Ramou 

Jarramillo,  Jose,  and  Xavier 

Lopes,  Geronimo. . . . . . .... 

Mestas,  Joaquin 

Mlera,  Bernardo  de 

Montoya,  Nerio  Antonio 


Nature  of  document 


Inventory  of  estate. 

Conveyance 

Division  of  land.... 

Suit 

....do 

Will 

....do 

....do 

Grant 

Will 

Conveyance 

Suit 

....do 

Conveyance.  .  • .. 

Gift 

....do 

Conveyance.  .  . 

....do 

....do 

Suit 

Conveyance 

Will 

Conveyance.  ....... 

Will 

Grant 

Suit 

Conveyance 

....do 

..-.do 

Will 

....do 

Petition  lor  land . 

Conveyance 

....do 

Grant 

Conveyance .... 

.-..do 

Will 

Conveyance.  .  . 

.-..do 

Trespass . .. 

Conveyance. 

....do 

Division  of  lands  ... 
Conveyance........ 

Grant 

Suit 

Grant ... 

Will 

Conveyance .... 

Will 

Grant 

Conveyance........ 

Grant 

...do 

...do 


°Refused. 
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608 
609 
610 
611 
612 
613 
614 
615 
616 
617 
618 
619 
620 
621 
622 
623 
624 
625 
626 
627 
628 
629 
630 
631 
632 
633 
634 
635 
636 
637 
638 
639 
640 
641 
642 
643 
644 
645 
646 

647 
648 
649 
650 
661 
662 
653 
654 
666 
656 
657 
658 
659 
660 
661 
662 
663 
664 
665 


1768 

1768 

1768 

1768 

1768 

1768 

1768 

1768 

1768 

1768 

1768  1 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1770 

1770 

1770 

1770 

1770 

1770 

1771 

1771 

1771 

1771 

1771 

1771 

1771 

1771 

1771 

1771 

1771 

1771 

1772 

1772 

1772  ' 

1772  . 

1772  ! 

1772  I 

1772  ' 

1772  ' 

1772 


584 
585 
586 
654 
694 
695 
786 
787 
870 
871 
872 
44 
114 
367 
421 
456 
457 
587 
588 
589 
655 
657 
655 
721 
722 
788 
789 
873 
874 
875 
993 
115 
368 
790 
876 
880 
994 
116 
202 

468 
590 
591 
645 
696 
791 
792 
793 
794 
995 
45 
117 
227 
459 
460 
592 
795 
796 
797 


Montoya,  Pauiin 

Madrid,  Tomas 

Maese,  Jose* . 

Alguin,  Manuel . 

Inhabitant*  of  Atrisco 

Padilla,  Jose 

Romero,  Maria  Rosalia 

Rodriguez,  Iiidro 

8erranot  Pedro  Martin ... 

Sandoval,  Julian  de 

Salazar,  Pablo,  and  Cristobal. 

Armijo,  Antonio  de. . 

Baca,  Baltazar 

Garcia,  Francisco .... 

Jaramillo,  Luis 

Leiba,  Simon  de , 

Lopes,  Geronimo 

Martin,  Maria 

Mansanares,  Manuel , 

Mansanares,  Manuel 

Ojo  Caliente,  town  of 

Ortega,  Lucia 

Ojo  Caliente,  town  of... 

Quintana,  Manuel . 

Quintana,  Leonicio — 

Rivera,  Jose  Miguel 

Romero,  Juan  Bautista 

8alasart  Jose 

Salazar,  Jose .... 

6anches,  Jacinto 

Teyes,  Manuel 

Beuavides,  Domingo  de 

Qallegos,  Cristobal,  heirs  of. 

Roibal,  Juana  de 

8anchez,  Juan  Ygnacio 

Saez,  Antonio.. ... 

Trujillo,  Maria  Francisco 

Baca,  Martin 

Carnuel,  town  of 


Lujan,  Ysabel 

Martinez,  Monica 

Maese,  Yrfdro 

Las  Nutrias,  inhabitants  of . . 

Pacheco,  Jose 

Romero,  Pedro,  et  al 

Romero,  Miguel 

Rivera,  Juan  Felipe  . 

Rodriguez,  Vicente .... 

Tafoya,  Felipe 

Alavid,  Ygnacio 

Baca,  Jose 

San  Fernando  and  San  Bias. 

Lujan,  Francisco 

Lopez,  Antonio  Jose 

Martin,  San  Oil.  Martial... 

Rodriguez,  Manuel 

Rodriguez,  Vicente. 

Rodriguez,  Marcos ..... 


Nature  of  document. 


Grant 

Conveyance. 
....do 


Will 

Petition  for  lands 

Division  of  property .. 

Suit 

Conveyance ... 

Will 

Suit 

Division  of  property  .  . 

Grant 

....do 

Conveyance .... 

Grant  

Conveyance  . .... 

Will 

....do 


Conveyance  .... 

....do 

Location 

Suit 

Resettlement  of 

Conveyance . 

....do 


Will 

Conveyance 
....do 


do. 
do. 
do. 


Will 

8nit 

Will 

Conveyance 

Will 

....do 


Trespass  .. . 

Petition    to   abandon 
settlement. 

Will 

Distribution  of  estate. 

Conveyance 

Petition  for  lands.... 

Suit 

Grant 

Will 

Distribution  of  estate. 

Conveyance . 

Will 

Conveyance 

Will 

Grant 

Conveyance ... 

Suit 

....do 


Conveyance. 

....do 

Will 
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606 
667 
668 
669 
670 
671 
672 
673 
674 
675 
676 
677 
678 
679 
680 
681 
682 
683 
684 
685 
686 
687 
688 
689 
690 
691 
692 
693 
694 
695 
696 
697 
698 
699 
700 
701 
702 
703 
704 
705 
706 
707 
708 
709 
710 
711 
712 
713 
714 
715 
716 
717 
718 
719 
720 
721 
722 
723 


1772 
1772 
1772 
1772 
1772 
1773 
1773 
1774 
1774 
1774 
1774 
1774 
1775 
1775 
1775 
1776 
1776 
1776 
1776 
1777 
1777 
1778 
1778 
1778 
1779 
1779 
1780 
1780 
1781 
1781 
1782 
1783 
1784 
1784 
1784 
1784 
1785 
1785 
1785 
1785 
1785 
1786 
1786 
1786 
1786 
1786 
1789 
1789 
1789 
1789 
1789 
1789 
1790 
1791 
1792 
1792 
1792 
1793 


878 

879 

996 

1024 

1059 

118 

369 

46 

47 

119 

594 

723 

203 

798 

799 

48 

249 

658 

877 

49 

50 

51 

370 

800 

278 

461 

997 

1060 

595 

659 

660 

250 

120 

280 

998 

1061 

279 

371 

596 

661 

881 

204 

462 

597 

697 

999 

52 

121 

372 

598 

663 

1000 

1062 

374 

112 

698 

699 

463 


Sanchez,  Juan  Christobal 

Sena  Maese,  Bernardo 

TrujUlo,  Manuel , 

Urbano,  Antonio ... 

Valencia,  Joaquin 

Baca,  Maria  de  Jesus ..... 

Garcia,  Salvador 

Albuquerque,  inhabitants  of  - 

Alire,  Tomas 

Brito,  Manuela .... . .. 

Martin,  Vicente 

Quintana,  Jose........... ..... 

Carrisal,  inhabitants  of 

Romero,  Domingo......... 

Romero,  Miguel..... .... 

Armijo,  Gertrudis 

Duran,  Jose.. 

Ortega,  Francisco  .. 

Salasar,  Francisco  Pablo 

Atencio,  Lazaro 

Archiveque,  Maria  de  Guad'l 

Alcmeda,  heirs  of 

Gabaldon,  Maria  An tonia 

Roibal,  Manuela 

Fernandez,  Carlos .... 

Lobato,  Jose  Manuel 

Torres,  Cayetano 

Vigil,  Manuel .. 

Madrid,  Tomas 

Ortega,  Antonio 

Ortega,  Francisco...... 

Duran  y  Chaves,  Jose 

Bustainante,  Josefa 

Fernandez,  Juan  Antonio. 

Tafoya,  Antonio 

Vaca,  Jesus . 

Fernandez,  Juliana 

Gutierrez,  Clemente 

Mestas,  Josefa 

Ortega,  Antonio 

Silva,  Juan  Jose 

Chaves,  Francisco  Antonio,  et  al.. 

Luna,  Antonio  de..... 

Miera,  Anacleto. , 

Perea,  Eugenio 

Troncoso,  Vicente 

Armenta,  Antonio. 

Baca,  Miguel 

Griego,  Jose  Antonio 

Maldonado,  Jose 

Miguel,  Ortiz 

Trujillo,  Jose  Manuel 

Velarde,  Jose  Manuel . 

Griego,  Josefa 

Baca,  Ysabel 

Padilla,  Juana  ...... ... ... 

Pefia,  Jose  de  la....... 

Lucero,  Fernando............... 


Nature  of  document. 


Suit 

Conveyance. 
....do 


Will 

Conveyance. 
....do 


....do 

Petition  for  land. 

Conveyance 

....do 


Will 

Suit 

Resettlement  of  ... . 

Conveyance.  .  . 

Inventory  of  estate, 
.-.-do 


Conveyance  ... 

....do 

Petition  for  land.., 

Will 

Conveyance. ....... 

Suit 

Conveyance.-....-. 

Will 

Conveyance  ....  ... 

....do 


Inventory  of  estate. 

....do 

Will 

....do 


do 


Inventory  of  estate. 

Mortgage .  ... 

Inventory  of  estate. 

Will 

....do 


.do. 


Inventory  of  estate. 

Will 

....do 


Conveyance 

Boundary  Buit 

Inventory  of  estate. 

Petition .... 

Suit 

Conveyance  

Grant ... 

Suit 

Will 

....do 

Conveyance  ....  ... 

Will 

Grant 

Gift 

Suit 

Petition . 

....do 

Conveyance.  ....... 
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•724 

725 
726 
727 
728 
729 
730 
731 
732 
733 
734 
735 
736 
737 
738 
739 
740 
741 
742 
743 
744 
745 
746 
747 

748 
749 
750 
751 
752 
753 
754 
755 
756 
757 
768 
759 
760 
761 
762 
763 
764 
765 
766 
767 
768 
769 
770 
771 
772 
773 
774 
775 
776 
777 
778 


1793 
1793 
1793 
1793 
1793 
1793 
1794 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1798 
1799 
1799 
1799 
1799 
1799 
1800 
1800 
1800 
1801 
1803 
1803 
1803 
1804 

1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1808 
1808 
1808 
1808 
1809 
1809 
1809 
1809 
1809 
1809 
1809 
1810 
1810 
1810 
1810 
1810 
1811 
1811 
1812 
1812 
1812 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1814 
1814 


464 
699 
600 
601 
602 
664 
466 

1001 
882 
883 
375 
123 
251 
376 
885 
886 
124 
205 
603 

1002 

64 

125 

887 

206 

604 
665 
377 
378 
207 
208 
379 
380 
605 
55 
209 
210 
211 
606 
699 
700 
202 
607 
608 
1003 
1004 
466 
701 
609 
610 
688 
611 
1005 
1006 
126 
127 


Torres,  Diego,  et  al...... 

Martin,  Viviana 

Martin,  Juan  Francisco 

Miranda,  Francisco  Xavier  . 

Maese,  Maria  Miculea .... 

Ojo  Caliente,  town  of 

Lucero,  Jose  Antonio,  et  al... 

Trujillo,  Barbara 

Santa  Cruz,  town  of 

San  Fernando,  settlers  of-.... 
Garcia,  Francisco  and  Antonio 

Baca,  Jose  Maria 

Domingo,  Maria 

Gallegos,  Miguel 

Sena,  Matias 

Sals,  Agustin 

Baca,  Maria  Barbara 

Cebolleta,  town  of 

Montoya,  Paulin 

Trujillo,  Jose4  and  Mariano 

Armijo,  Salvadora 

Bado,  town  of. 

8an  Jose*  del  Bado,  town  of  ... 
Cebolleta,  town  of 


Mares,  Marcial...... 

Ortega,  Vivian  de 

Garcia,  Juan  Cristobal 

Garcia  de  la  Mora,  Jose*  ... 

Cebolleta,  town  of 

Cortes,  Teresa 

Garcia,  Antonio 

Gonzales,  Toribio 

Mirabal,  Miguel 

Aragon,  Jose*  Manuel  . 

Chaves,  Jose*.  Antonio 

Cafion,  settlers  of ...... 

Chaves,  Ursula.... 

Martin,  Juan  Manuel 

Pefia,  Jose*  de  la 

Pino,  heirs  of 

Chaves,  Buenaventura 

Marques,  Maria 

Montoya,  Jose* 

Tenorio,  de  Alua,  Manuel  . 

Torris,  Diego,  et  al 

Luna,  Antonio  de 

Padilla,  Jose-  Ubaldo 

Martin,  Maria  Viviana 

Montafio,  J  nana  Barbara... 

Segura,  Juan 

Madrid,  Antonio  Xavier... 
Trujillo,  Francisco,  et  al... 

Trujillo,  Francisco 

Barela,  Jose 

Bus!  os,  Jose*  Antonio,  et  al. 


Nature  of  document. 


Petition  .....  ...... 

Gift 

Will 

Title  deeds 

Suit 

Grant 

Conveyance .  ..-• 

Suit 

..-.do 

Possession... .... 

Grant 

Will 

Suit 

Conveyance .... 

Will 

Conveyance ... 

Distribution  of  estate. 

Grant 

8uit 

..do 

Inventory  of  estate.. 

Grant 

Possession 

Petition  for  abandon- 
ment   . 

Will 

Conveyance .... 

....do 

Grant 

..do 

Suit 

Complaint. 

....do 

Petition 

Life  estate ..... 

Suit 

Trespass 

Suit 

Compromise  .. 

Petition 

Suit 

Division  of  estate.... 

8uit 

Petition 

Suit 

Trespass 

Suit 

Petition ....... 

Title  deeds 

Suit 

Conveyance  ........ 

Will  

Petition  for  land  .... 

Grant 

Suit 

..do 


Imperfect. 
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No. 


779 
780 
781 
782 
783 
784 
785 
786 
787 
788 
789 
•790 
791 
792 
793 
794 
795 
796 
797 
798 
799 
800  j 
801 

802  ! 

803  i 

804  ! 
805 

I 

806 

807 

808 

809 

810 

811 

812 

813 

814 

815 

816 

817 

818 

819 
f820 
4-821 

822 

823 

824 

825 

826 

827 

828 

829 

830 

831 

832 

833 


1814 
1814 
1814 
1814 
1814 
1814 
1815 
1815 
1815 
1*15 
1815 
1815 
1815 
1815 
1816 
1816 
1817 
1817 
1817 
1818 
1818 
1818 
1818 
1818 
1819 
1819 
1819 

1819 
1819 
1820 
1820 
1820 
1820 
1320 
1820 
1820 
1820 
1821 
1821 
1821 
1821 
1821 
1821 
1822 
1822 
1822 
1822 
1822 
1822 
1822 
1822 
1822 
1822 
1828 
1823 


Index  No. 


612 
613 
702 
703 
1007 
1063 
252 
381 
666 
667 
801 
802 
889 
1064 
213 
668 
263 
704 
890 
56 
382 
614 
705 
706 
214 
264 
281 

707 
1008 
128 
129 
215 
265 
383 
467 
615 
1025 
130 
131 
216 
384 
385 
891 
57 
132 
133 
217 
386 
616 
617 
892 
893 
894 
59 
253 


Martin,  Pedro  - 

Montoya,  Marcial,  et  al  . 
Padilla,  Jose  Antonio... 

Pefia,  Juan  de  Dios 

Trajillo,  Francisco 

Vial,  Pedro 

Delgado,  Manuel.. 

Garcia,  Luciano 

Ortiz,  Feliciano 

Ortiz,  Matias 

Bed  River  (settlement). . 

Roibal,  Vicente,  et  al 

Silva,  Maria  Polonia 

Valverde,  Jose  Antonio  . 
Consuebe,  Antonio,  et  al 
Ortiz,  Jose  Vicente  ..... 

Esquibel,  Clemen te 

Padilla,  Jose  Martin 

Socorro,  inhabitants  of.  . 

Aguilar,  Juan  de ... 

Garcia,  Xavier,  et  al 

Martinez,  Diego  Antonio. 
Padilla,  Jose  Martin. 

Peres,  Jose  Miguel 

Cebolleta,  town  of 

Esquivel,  Juan  Rafael... 
Fernandez,  Santiago 


Pino,  Juan  Esteban 

Tafoya,  Iguacio,  etal 

Bernal,  Tomas . 

Benavides,  Jesus 

Candelaria,  Maria  de  la  Lua 

Esquibel,  Alejandro 

Gutierrez,  Maria  Victoria... 

Lucero,  Bernardo . 

Martin,  Manuel 

Urioste,  Tomas 

Baca,  Esteban 

Ballejo,  Manuel 

Chaves,  Ursula....  .*....... 

GuruM,  Toribio 

Garcia,  Juan ... 

Ortiz,  Juan  Rafael 

Alarid,  Jose  Antonio. 

Benavides,  Luis. 

Baca,  Jose 

Chaves,  Ursula .. 

Gal  legos,  Tomas  Antonio... 
Mirabal,  Maria  Nieves. 

Montoya,  Pablo.... 

Sandoval,  Matiae ...... 

Sena,  Rafael 

Sandoval,  Felipe 

Albo,  Agapito. 

Dolores,  corporation  of . 


Nature  of  document. 


Inventory  of  estate.. 

Petition  for  land 

Suit 

Petition  for  land  .... 

Grant.. 

Will  

Distribution  of  estate. 

Payment  for  land 

Will 

Ejectment 

Grant 

..do 


Suit 

Grant.... .... 

Suit 

..do 

Conveyance 

Inventory  of  estate.. 
Execution  of  grant.. 

Suit 

Petition  for  land  .... 

Complaint 

Inventory  of  estate.. 

Grant 

..do 


Will   

Petition,  revalidation 

of  grant 

Suit 

Grant 

Title  deeds,  El  Paso.. 

Suit 

..do 

Will   

Trespass 

Suit 

Grant 

Will   

Petition  for  land  .... 

Trespass 

..-de 

....do 

Petition  for  land 

....do 


Suit . . 
Will  . 
Grant. 
8uit.. 
..do... 


Grant. 
..do... 
..do... 


..do 

.-do 

Petition  for  land 

i 

Information  concern- 
lands 


o  Imperfect. 


f  Refused. 
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834 
835 
836 
837 
838 
839 
840 
841 
842 
843 
844 
845 
848 
847 
848 
849 
850 
851 
852 
853 
854 
855 
856 
857 
858 
859 
860 
861 
862 
863 
864 
865 
866 
867 
868 
869 
870 
871 
872 
873 
874 
875 

876 
877 

878 
879 
880 
881 
882 
883 
884 
885 
886 
887 
888 
889 
890 


823 
823 

823 
823 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
824 
825 
825 
825 
825 
825 
825 
825 
825 
825 
825 
825 
825 
825 
825 
825 
825 
825 


825 
826  \ 


826 
826 
826 
826 
826 
826 
826 
826 
826 
827 
827 
827 
827 


410 

803 
895 
896 
134 
266 
282 
283 
387 
618 
619 
620 
669 
670 
70S 
709 
804 
805 
806 
897 
898 
899 
900 
1009 
1065 
60 
6U 

135 


) 


136 
137 
138 
218 
284 
388 
135 
621 
671 
710 
807 
808 
901 

1066 
62 

63 
139 
254 
285 
389 
622 
623 
624 
809 

64 
140 
141 
267 


Heath,  John  G , 

Rivera,  Maria  Luisa 

Sanchez,  Jose  Manuel 

Salaices,  Jose .... 

Baca,  Manuel 

EBquibel,  Clemen te 

Fernandez,  Domingo 

Fernandez,  Domingo,  et  al  . 

Garcia,  Frandtco 

Montoya,  Pablo 

Martin*  Jose  Antonio 

Madrid,  Jose  Ignacio , 

Ortiz,  Ignacio 

Ortiz,  Ignacio 

Pino,  Juan  Esteban 

Peria,  Maria  Manuela 

Romero,  Jose  Guadalupe  .. 

Romero,  Pablo,  et  al 

Rivera,  Miguel 

8ena,  Miguel  and  Felipe 

Samora,  Rafael,  et  al 

San  Miguel,  inhabitants  of.. 

Sandoval,  Antonio 

Tectolote.  town  of 

Vergara,  Ignacio  Sanchez... 

Armijo,  Juan  Antonio 

Abiquiu,  town  of 

Benarides,  Rafael 

Benarides,  Jesus... 

Baca,  Jose*  Francisco 

Baca.  Luis  Maria  Cabeza  de. 

Benavides,  Luis 

Chares,  Antonio 

Fernandez,  Domingo -. 

Gallegos,  Jose*  Maria 

Lobato,  Pedro 

Martin,  Jose'  Antonio 

Ortega,  Andres 

Pe  ea,  Pedro  Jose* 

Rivera,  Miguel .. 

Rivera,  Miguel 

8apello,  settlement  of 


Velarde,  Miguel 

Alarid,  Jose'  Ramon. 


Alarid,  Jose*  Ramon 

Baca,  Jose*  Francisco 

Duran,  Augustin,  et  al 

Fernandez,  Domingo,  et  al 

G  ircia,  Juan  Eusebio 

Martinez,  Bernardo. 

Montoya,  Mariano .- 

Madrid,  Bernardo 

Rivera,  Manuel 

Antures.  Salvador 

Bustos,  Cristobal 

Baca,  Juan  Esteban 

Esquivel,  Ventura 


i 


Nature  of  document. 


Grant... 
Will  ... 
Trespass. 
Petition 
....do... 


Conveyance 

Grant 

Petition  for  land  ... 

....do 

Grant 

Suit 

..do 


Petition  for  land . 

Grant 

Protest  against  grant. 

Complaint 

Petition  for  land 

....do 


.do. 

.do. 
.do. 


Suit 

Petition  for  land 

Grant . 

Petition  for  land 

Confirmation  of  grant. 
Grant 

-do 


Petition  for  land 

Grant 

Petiti  n  for  land 

Grant 

Petition  for  land  .... 
do 


Grant 

Suit 

Petition  for  land 

Grant .. 

..do 


Suit 

Proceedings  touching 

grant. 

Suit 

Information  touching 

Pecos  pueblo. 
Lands  at  La  Cuesta.. 

Petition  for  land . 

Grant 

Petition  for  land 

Title  deeds 

Petition  for  land  .... 

Petition — . 

Suit 

Grant 

Suit 

.do 


.do 

Conveyance. 
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891 
892 
893 
894 
895 
896 
897 
898 
899 
900 
901 
902 
903 
904 
905 
906 
907 
908 
909 
910 
911 

•912 
913 
914 
915 
916 
917 
918 
919 
920 
921 
922 
923 
924 

f925 
926 
927 
928 
929 
930 
931 
932 
933 
934 
935 
936 
937 

(938 
939 
940 
941 
942 
943 
944 
945 
946 
947 
948 
949 


1827 

1827 

1827 

1827 

1827  i 

1827 

1827 

1827 

1828 

1828 

1829 

1829 

1829 

1829 

1829 

1829 

1829 

1829 

1829 

1829 

1829 

1830 

1830 

1830 

1830 

1830 

1830 

1831 

1831 

1831 

1831 

1831 

1831 

1831 

1831  1 

1831 

1832 

1832 

1832 

1832 

1832 

1832 

1832 

1832 

1832 

1833 

1833 

1833 

1833 

1833 

1833 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 

1835 


390 
469 
470 
724 
810 
1010 
1011 
1012 
286 
391 
142 
143 
219 
287 
288 

392 1 

393 
625 
811 
1013 
220 
394 
471 
626 
812 
902 

65 
144 
145 
221 
255 
395 
627 
672 
903 

66 
146 
147 
396 
711 
904 
905 
906 
907 
148 
673 

674 1 

712 

908 

1014 

222 

67 

68 

268 

397 

909 

910 


Garcia,  Miguel 

Lujan,  Juan  Jose*.. .... 

Lucero,  Juan .... — .. 

Quintana,  Miguel ............ 

Rodriguez,  Jose*  ........... 

Trujillo,  Manuel 

Tafoya,  Jose' 

Tafoya,  Gertrudis 

Fernandez,  Domingo,  et  al.. 
Garcia,  Jose'  Domingo,  et  al. 

Baca,  Toman,  et  al 

Baca,  Tomae,  et  al.... 

Canada,  inhabitants  of 

Fernandez,  Rafael,  et  al.... 
Fernandez,  Domingo,  et  al . 

Garcia,  Miguel 

Goalin,  William 

Giron,  Salvador .. 

Martines,  Juan  de  Jesus — . 
Rodriguez,  Mariano........ 

Trujillo,  Josel  Manuel 

Chambers,  Samuel 

Gallegos,  Mam  de  la  Lui  ., 
Lobato,  Francisco  ......... 

Montoya,  Maria  Gertrudis  .. 

Romeo,  Jose*  Guadalupe 

Salazar,  Juan  Damasio..... 

Abiquiu,  town  of .... 

Baca,  Micaela ...... 

Baca,  Jose*  Francisco 

Chaves,  Vicente ........ 

Duran,  Agustin 

Garcia,  Jose*  Victor....... 

Montoya,  Pablo 

Ortiz,  Juan  Rafael.. ...... 

Sena,  Antonio  ... ...... 

Abreu,  Ramon ...... 

Baca,  Micaela . .... 

Baca,  Juan  Manuel .... 

Gonzales,  Rafael 

Pratt,  George  R. . — . 

Santiesteban,  Alejandro... 

8ena,  Manuel . 

Sena,  Manuel  and  Felipe  — 

Sena,  Miguel 

Bustamante,  Manuel... 

Ortiz,  Juan  Rafael. ...... . 

Ortiz,  Jose'  Francisco 

Cano,  Ignacio .... 

Padilla,  Diego 

Sanchez,  Guadalupe  ...... 

Talomo,  Dolores ..... 

Castillo,  Maria  de 

Armijo,  Antonio  ...... 

Armijo,  Antonio 

Estrada,  Jose*  Silvestre.... 
Gardufio,  Julian.......... 

Sena,  Miguel 

Sanchez,  Rafael .......... 


i 


Nature  of  document. 


Title  deeds 

Conveyance .... 

Will 

Conveyance. .... 

Petition  for  land . 

Suit 

..do 


.do. 


Petition  for  land 

do 


Report  touching  land. 
Petition  for  land  .... 

Grant 

Petition  for  land  .... 
do 


Report  on  application 
for  land. 

8uit 

Protest 

Report  on  petition ... 
do 


Petition  for  land  .... 

win 

..do 


.do. 


t 


Report  on  petition.  .  . 

Conveyance 

Suit 

Will 

..do 


Suit 

Petition  for  land  .... 

Suit 

..do 


Petition  for  land 

Lease. 

Petition  for  land 

Distribution  of  estate. 

Suit 

Petition  for  land  .... 
do 


Suit 

..do 

Conveyance .... 

Petition  for  land 

Suit 

Grant..... ......... 


.do. 


WU1 
..do- 


Grant. 
Suit.. 
..do... 


Petition. 
Grant... 
Suit.... 
Trespass. 
Suit.... 


•Refused. 


f  Refused. 


|  Mine. 
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Ko. 

Year. 

Index  No. 

950 

1836 

628 

951 

1836 

675 

952 

1836 

713 

953 

1836 

725 

954 

1837 

149 

955 

1837 

472 

956 

1839 

69 

957 

1839 

256 

958 

1839 

269 

959 

1839 

911 

960 

1839 

912 

961 

1839 

1015 

962 

1840 

1016 

963 

1841 

j  150 
I  150 

964 

1841 

965 

1842 

151 

1 

966 

1842 

223 

967 

1842 

224 

• 

968 

1842 

630 

969 

1842 

913 

970 

1842 

914 

971 

1843 

225 

972 
973 

1843 
1843 

398 1 

974 

1843 

399 

975 

1£44 

70 

976 

1844 

71 

r 

977 

1844 

72 

r 

978 

1844 

73 

r 

979 

1844 

74 

t 

989 

1844 

75 

f 

981 

1844 

152 

t 

982 

1844 

153 

t 

983 

1844 

226 

■ 

984 

1844 

227 

■ 

985 

1844 

228 

986 

1844 

473 

987 

1844 

474 

i 

988 

1844 

475 

, 

989 

1844 

631 

990 

1844 

632 

991 

1844 

633 

992 

1844 

714 

993 

1844 

715 

994 

1844 

726 

995 

1844 

814 

996 

1844 

915 

997 

1844 

916 

998 

1844 

917 

999 

1844 

918 

1000 

1844 

1026 

1001 

1845 

257 

1002 

1845 

634 

1003 

1845 

635 

1004 

1845 

676 

1005 

1845 

919 

1006 

1845 

920 

1007 

1845 

921 

Mon tea,  Jose*  Ylctoriano 

Ortiz,  Juan  Felipe.. -- 

Pino,  Juan  Esteban 

Quintana,  Teodocio 

Barcelo,  Trinidad 

Langhan,  John  8 

Angel,  Jose*  Mannel  .. 

Dolores,  town  of . 

Eaperance,  Pierre............ 

Sanchez,  Rafaela 

Sanchez,  Manuel 

Terras,  Francisco  Baca  y  ..... 
Terras,  Francisco  Baca  y  .  .  .  . . 

Beaubien,  Charles 

Miranda,  Guadalupe..... . 

Boue*,  Santiago 

Chaves,  Ignacio,  et  al 

Conejos  river,  settlement..... 

Moro,  town  of 

Santa  Fe,  corporation 

Sarracino,  Juan  Jose* 

Cordova,  Juan  de  Jesus 

Griego,  Luis 

Garza,  Florencio  de  la 

Gutierrez,  Maria  de  los  Reyes  . 

Aline,  Juan  Lorenzo... 

Armijo,  Maria  Concepcion 

Alarid,  Juan  Nepomuceno 

Armijo,  Maria  Concepcion 

Armijo,  Josefa .. 

Aguilar,  Kasario 

Barcelo,  Maria  Gertrudis. . 

Beaubien,  Charles. - 

Ooquindo,  Juan. 

Carbono,  Luis. 

Corporation  of  Santa  Fe* 

Leroux,  Antoine ... 

Leyba,  Carmen....... ... 

Lucero,  Salvador 

Mascarena,  Miguel 

Mascarefia,  Miguel 

Montoya,  Felipe , 

Perea,  Nicoiasa , 

Padilla,  Rafael 

Padilla,  Maria  de  los  Angeles. 
Romero,  Jose*  Dolores.  . ..... 

Sandoval,  Francisco. 

Sandoval,  Diego 

8andoval,  Diego 

Sapello,  settlement......... 

Uribarri,  Jose*  Francisco 

Dona  Ana,  colony 


i 


i 


Nature  of  document. 


Grant 

Petition  for  land  .  . . 

Suit 

Petition  for  land  ... 

Suit , 

..do 


Petition  for  land  ... 

Grant 

Petition  for  land  ... 

Trespass. 

Inventory  of  estate  . 
Petition  for  land  .  . . 
Grant 


do. 


.do. 


...do 

....do 

Distribution  of  land. 

Gift 

Petition  for  land 

Suit. 


Grant. 


Will 

Possession  of  land. ... 

Suit. 

Will 

Su4t 

Conveyance 

Possession  of  land.... 

Conveyance . 

Petition  for  land . 

Conveyance . 

Grant 

Claim  to  Cieflega . 

Grant . 

Conveyance 

Suit 

Grant 

....do 


....do 

Trespass 

Conveyance. 
....do 


Suit 

Conveyance. 

Grant 

....do 


Martines,  Margarita 

Manuelitas,  town  of..... 

Otero,  Juan..... .... 

Santa  Fe*,  corporation  of. 

Sapell6 

8colley,  John 


Decimon  relative  to.. 

Petition  for  lands . 

Correspondence    rela- 
tive to. 

Trespass     ... 

Titles  to 

Grant 

Petition  for  land 

Refusal  to  grant ... 

Petition  for  land..... 
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Ho. 

Year. 

Index  No. 

1008 

1846 

922 

1009 

1846 

154 

1010 

1846 

923 

1011 

1846 

636 

1012 

1846 

637 

1013 

1846 

677 

ion 

1846 

815 

Sanchez,  Felipe 
Aguilar,  Luis.  ...... 

Chaperito,  town  of.., 
Martinet,  Chaffr*... 
Montojra,  Juan  Jose'. , 
Otero,  Antonio  Jose*. 
Ramirez,  Jorge 


Nature  of  document. 


Conveyance. 

Petition  for  land. . 

Grant 

Petition  lor  land. 

do do..., 

Suit 

....do 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  August  1,  1856. 

The  foregoing  schedule  contains  a  correct  list  of  such  of  the  docu- 
ments relating  to  land  in  New  Mexico  as  were  selected  from  the  public 

v  • •       o x_    tt\  + 


archives  in  Santa  Fe. 


WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 
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CLAIM  No.  1. 

Schedule  of  documents  acoompanying  claim  No.  1. 

Grant,  Spanish,  copy,  No.  1. 

Grant,  translation,  No.  2. 

Justo  Pino  and  wife,  to  Preston  Beck,  jr.,  conveyance,  No.  3. 

Mannel  D.  Pino  and  wife,  to  Preston  Beck,  jr.,  conveyance,  No.  4. 

Testimony,  No.  6. 

Notice,  No.  6. 

Decision,  No.  T. 


Orant  of  the  farm  (Sitio)  of  the  "Ojito  de  las  6aUinas}9t  given  h  favor 
of  Don  Juan  JEstevan  Pino,  with  the  title  of  "  Hacienda  de  &n  Juan 
BavJtista  del  Ojito  del  Bio  de  las  Gallinas,"  year  1823. 

Senor  Oeffe  Politico  Superior  Interino  de  esta  Provincia. 

El  ciudadano  Juan  Esteban  Pino,  vecino  y  residents  en  *ta  ciudad 
de  Santa  Fe,  capital  de  la  misma  provincia  del  Nuevo  Mejio,  ante  VS. 
con  el  devido  respeto,  hago  presente  :  Que  hallandome  duno  de  con- 
siderable numero  de  vienes  de  campo,  y  no  tener  un  sitio  prpio  y  capas 
de  poderlos  custodiar  con  alguna  seguridad  y  me  todo  para  u  ad  elan  ta- 
miento  progresivo ;  y  siendome  indispensable  solicitar  lormedios  que 
coadyuben  6,  la  industria  &  que  aspiro  par  sostener,  con  la  £cencia  y  de- 
cora, que  siempre  he  acostumbrado,  4  numerosa  familia  qfe  me  rodea. 
En  tal  virtud,  suplico  &  VS.  si  lo  tuviere  asi  de  justicia/ne  conceda, 
&  nombre  del  supremo  gobierno  de  la  nacion  Mejicana,  ;con  el  titulo 
de  merced,  el  sitio  del  Ojito  que  Hainan  de  las  Gallinasque  est4  por 
el  camino  que  va  6.  el  de  las  Conchas,  6,  los  rumbos  deoriente  £  sor, 
puliendo  por  sus  linderos  los  puntos  siguientes ;  por  el  nrte,  las  mojo- 
neras  del  sitio  de  D.  Antonio  Ortiz,  y  la  mesa  del  Aguaa  de  la  Yegua; 
por  el  sur,  el  Rio  de  Pecos;  por  el  oriente,  la  mesa  de  'ajarita;  y  por 
el  poniente,  la  punta  de  la  mesa  de  los  Chupaines ;  en  londe  tfrezoo, 
siempre  que  VS.  se  serva  donar  &  mi  favor  dicho  sitio,  >l  que  sedeno- 
minarfi,  "Hacienda  de  San  Juan  BavJtista  del  Ojito  delrio  de  leu  Oalr 
Unas."    Poseerlos  con  mis  expresados  bienes  de  camp}  y  abrir  abor 
en  la  tierra  de  dicho  sitio,  segun  lo  permitan  las  a^uu  y  localuad : 
sirviendose  VS.  elevar  esta  mi  solicitud  &  la  Exma.  dipitacion  provin- 
cial de  este  Territorio,  para  que,  en  su  vista,  y  con  el  amsejo  de  dilia 
coporacion,  proveer  VS.  lo  que  estime  conveniente,  portodo  lo  cual-A 
VS.  pido  y  suplico  se  sirva  hacer  como  llevo  pedido  en  lo  que  recibhx 
la  gracia  que  impetro,  costas,  protestas,  y  lo  necesario. 

Santa  Fe,  6  de  Diciembre  de  1823,  3°  y  2°. 

JUAN  ESTEVAN  PINO. 
[Rubric  ] 
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Don  Bartolome  Baca,  Oefe  Superior  Politico  Interino  de  la  Provincia 
del  Nuevo  Mejico  y  Pretridente  de  la  Exma.  Diputacion  Provincial  de 
su  Terrilorioj  dec. 

Por  presentada  y  admitida  la  presente  solicitud  que  antecede  (en 

Kpel  comun  por  no  haber  de  ningun  sello  en  esta  provincia)  pase  a  la 
una.  diputacion  provincial  para  que  dicha  honorable  corporation  se 
airva  acordar  lo  que  estime  conveniente  a  pedimento  del  interesado, 
suplicando  a  SE.  que  el  que  firma  esta  decreto  haga  las  refiexiones  se- 
guientes : 

1\  No  ignora  SE.  que  la  reduction  de  los  terrenos  comunes  4  domi- 
nio  particular  es  una  de  las  Providencias  que  mas  imperiosamente  re* 
claman  el  bien  de  los  pueblos  y  el  fomento  de  la  agncultura  6  indus- 
tria;  yqueesjin  socorro  4  los  ciudadanos  industriosos  no  proprietarios. 
2*.  Tampoco  se  puede  ocultar  4  SE.  que  en  esta  provincia  el  retraso  de 
su  agricultura  e  industria,  particularmente  en  las  crias  de  ganados 
mayores  y  menores,  ha  sido  por  el  inveterado  abuso  de  que  todos  los 
terrenos  sean  comunes,  por  cuya  causa  ninguno  se  fomenta :  y  asi  se  ve 
de  un  solo  golpe  que  sesando  semejante  preocupacion  progresaran  los 
ganados  de  as  ta,  lunar  y  caballar,  pudiendo  contar  la  provincia  con 
algunos  ascenderos  de  proporciones  y  esto  mismo  servira  de  estimulo  4 
los  demas  ciudadanos  que  no  sean  indolentes.  3\  Que  siendo  tanto  el 
numero  de  vagos  que  hai  en  esta  provincia  y  no  habiendo  en  toda  ella 
ningun  establecimiento  publico  de  correction,  resulta  que  a  causa  de  no 
haber  adonde  destinar  a  los  agresores,  por  esta  faltaquedan  los  delitos 
impugnes,  y  las  autoridades  atropelladas.  4\  Que  exijidos  los  terrenos 
oomunes  (y  mas  los  que  como  el  que  solicita  esta  parte,  se  hallan  4 
gran  distancia  de  las  poblaciones)  a  dominio  particular,  resulta  unaux- 
llio  a  los  fondos  publicos,  un  recurso  &  las  autoridades,  y  lo  que  es 
mas,  la  extencion  de  la  poblacion,  &  costa  de  un  solo  particular.  Por 
lo  expuesto,  y  noresultar  perjuicio  de  tercero,  puede  SE.  si  lo  tuviere 
&  bien,  segun  las  refiexiones  que  dejo  sentadas,  conceder  la  merced  que 
solicita  el  interesado,  pues  en  hacerlo  asi  acreditara  SE.  que  promueve 
las  trabas  que  diametralmente  se  oponen  4  los  ramos  principales  de  la 
agricultura  6  industria  de  esta  provincia,  que  yacen  aletargados  por 
solo  la  preocupacion  de  sus  propios  habitantes,  advirtiendo  que  el  pre* 
tendiente  tiene  suficientes  bienes  de  campo  para  ocupar  el  terreno  que 
solicita. 

Santa  Fe  del  Nuevo  Mejico,  18  de  Diciembre  de  1823. 

BARTOLOMfi  BACA. 

Certifico  yo  el  infraescrito  Secretario  de  la  Exma.  Diputacion  Pro- 
vincial de  este  Territorio  de  la  Provincia  del  Nuevo  Mexico  que  en  el 
libro  de  actas  de  las  sesiones  de  dicha  corporation  4  fqjas  *75  ntimero 
70,  4  la  vuelta  de  dicha  foja  se  halla  estampado  el  parrafo  siguiente : 

"El  Senor  Presidente  manifesto  una  solicitud  de  Don  Juan  Esteban 
Pino,  reducida  a  que  se  le  senale,  mercene,  y  documente  en  debida 
forma  un  terreno  capaz  para  criadero  de  ganado  mayor,  menor  y  ca- 
ballada  haciendo  en  el  referido  terreno  una  labor  como  lo  permitan 
sus  aguas  y  localidad ;  pidiendo  se  le  senalen  por  linderos  en  el  ex- 
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presado  sitio,  que  deber&  tener  el  titulo  de  Hacienda  de  San  Juan 
Bautista  del  OjUo  del  Bio  de  las  Gallinas,  los  puntos  siguientes  :  Por  el 
norte,  las  mohoneras  del  sitio  de  Don  Antonio  Ortiz  y  la  mesa  del 
aguajeda  la  Yegua ;  por  el  sur,  el  Bio  de  Pecos;  por  el  oriente,  la 
mesa  de  Pajarito ;  y  por  el  ponient,  la  punta  de  la  mesa  de  los  Chu- 
paines.  Admitido  &  discucion,  y  despues  de  haber  hecho  varias  re- 
flexiones  los  Seiiores  Don  Antonio  Ortiz  y  Don  Pedro  Garcia,  se  re- 
solvio,  que  sin  mas  demora  se  le  conoeda  al  referido  Don  Juan  Esteban 
Pino  el  sitio  que  solicita,  pues  de  la  preocupacion  de  no  seSalar  pro- 
piedad  en  los  terrenos  comunes  resultaba  el  todo,  6  la  mayor  parte  del 
retraso  de  la  agricultura  €  industria  de  este  provincia ;  y  que  para  que 
dicha  concesion  no  carezca  de  ningun  requisite,  acordo  esta  diputacion, 
que  por  su  secretario  se  le  den  las  constancias  que  lo  acrediten  como  & 
proprietario  de  aquel  terreno,  en  el  que  deber&  poner  dicho  SeBor  Pino 
iormales  mohoneras  que  bagan  seSal  de  sus  tierras  propias,  concedien- 
dose  las  &  nombre  del  supremo  gobierno  de  la  nacion  Mejicana,  y  como 
&  ciudadano  que  est&  en  todo  el  ejercicio  de  sus  derechos,  sin  que  por 
falta  de  requisite,  que  en  su  solicitud  no  se  exprese,  deje  de  reconocer- 
sele  en  esta  provincia  como  legitimo  dueno  del  terreno  que  se  le  ha 
concedido;  advirtiendo  que  SE.  ha  visto  con  la  mayor  defer  encia  la  ex- 
presada  solicitud. 

Concuerda  fiel  y  legal  can  la  original  que  existe  en  esta  secretaria 
que  es  &  mi  cargo.  Santa  F6,  23  Diciembre  de  mil  ochocientos  veinte 
y  tres,  tercero  la  Independencia  y  segundo  de  la  Libertad. 

JUAN  BAUTISTA  VIGIL,  Secrio. 

En  la  ciudad  de  Santa  Fe,  capital  de  la  provincia  del  Nuevo  Mejico, 
&  los  veinte  y  tres  dias  del  mes  de  Diciembre,  de  mil  ochocientos 
veinte  y  tres  tercero  de  la  Independencia  y  secundo  de  la  Libertad, 
Yo  Don  Bartolome  Baca,  Gefe  Politico  superior  interino,  de  esta  pro- 
vincia, en  vvirtud  de  las  facultades  que  me  son  conferidas  y  de  que  han 
estado  revestidos  mis  antecesores,  previo  el  acuerdode  la  Exma.  Dipu- 
tacion Provincial  de  este  Territorio,  he  venido  en  conceder,  &  nombre 
del  supremo  gobierno  de  la  nacion,  &  Don  Juan  Esteban  Pino,  y  por 
esta  credencial  de  merced,  el  sitio  que  solicita  en  el  Bio  de  las  Gallinas, 
que  debera  llamarse  Hacienda  de  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Ojito  dd  Bio 
de  las  Gattinas,  reconociendo  por  linderos,  por  el  norte,  las  mohoneras 
del  sitio  de  Don  Antonio  Ortiz  y  la  mesa  del  Aguage  de  la  Yegua  ; 
por  el  sur,  el  Bio  de  Pecos ;  por  el  oriente,  la  mesa  de  Pajarito ;  y  por 
el  poniente,  la  punta  de  la  mesa  de  los  Chupaines;  en  cuyos  puntos 
fijos  debera  poner  mohoneras  formules  y  bien  const ruidas,  para  que  en 
tiempo  se  reconozca  por  linea  divisoria  de  las  tierras  que  se  le  han  con- 
cedido ;  para  que  con  arreglo  &  las  leyes  de  la  materia,  que  ahora 
rigen,  6  que  en  adelante  requieren  pueda  gozarlas  par  si  y  sus  herede- 
ros  legitimos,  con  lo  demas  que  previenen  las  generales  del  derecho  ; 
y  que  poniendose  en  posecion  por  los  terminos  acostumbrados,  pueda 
dicho  proprietario  poner  en  aquel  terreno  las  mejoras  que  le  sean  con- 
venientes,  constru  y  endo  casas,  corrales,  y  todo  aquello  que  es  consi- 
guinte  al  logro  de  la  industria  que  va  &  plan  tear.     Y  por  esta  diligen- 
cia  asi  lo  decrete  mande  y  firme  con  los  testigos  de  mi  asistencia  & 
falta  de  mi  Secretario  y  de  Escribano  Nacional  que  no  le  hay  de  nin- 


SECRETARY   OF  THE    INTERIOR.  443 

guna  clase  en  toda  la  comprehencion  de  esta  provincia  que  es  &  mi 
cargo,  y  en  el  presente  papel  comun  por  que  no  le  hay  del  sellado. 
Dado  en  la  referida  ciudad,  en  el  referido  dia,  mes  7  afio  que  de  todo 
doy  fee. 

BARTOLOME  BACA. 

Rafael  Sarracino,  I  ^teeMJM 
Santiago  Abreu,      \  <**Mencta8- 

En  la  referida  ciudad  de  Santa  Fe  a  los  veinte  y  cuatro  dias  del  mes 
de  Diciembre  de  mil  ochocientos  veinte  y  tres  3°  y  2°.,  To  el  referido 
Senor  Gefe  Politico  Dip.,  que  en  virtud  de  haber  concedido  &  Don 
Juan  Esteban  Pino,  la  merced  del  sitio  de  la  Hacienda  de  San  Juan 
Bautista  del  Ojito  del  Bio  de  las  Gallinas,  segun  consta  en  esta  expe- 
diente,  debia  mandar  y  mande  que  archivandpse  estas  diligencias,  se 
le  facilite  al  interesado  una  copia  para  que  le  sirva  de  constancia  en 
todo  tiempo.  Y  por  este  auto  asi  lo  decretfi,  mande  y  firme  con  los 
testigos  de  mi  asistencia  de  que  doi  fee. 

BARTOLOMfc  BACA. 

JOBE  RAFAEL  SARRACINO,   )  AxHtmL&iM 

Santiago  Abreu,  \  A9Uftencut8- 

Es  copia  del  original  que  queda  en  este  archivo  que  es  &  mi  cargo. 
Santa  Fe,  21  de  Diciembre  de  1823. 

BARTOLOME  BACA. 

En  el  nueva  Hacienda  de  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Ojito  del  Rio  de  las 
Gallinas  &  los  veinte  y  nueve  dias  del  mes  de  Agosto  del  afio  corriente 
de  1825,  Yo  Don  Tomas  Sena,  Alcalde  constitucional  de  la  jurisdiction 
de  San  Miguel  del  Bado  de  Pecos,  en  virtud  de  la  orden  que  en  oficio, 
veinte  del  corriente  me  comunica  el  Senor  Don  Bartolome  Baca,  Gefe 
Superior  Politico  Interino  de  este  Territorio  del  Nuevo  Mej  ico  que  original 
antecede  &  esta  diligencia,  y  previa  la  merced  de  terreno  concedida  por 
laExma.  Diputacion  Territorial,  &  Don  Juan  Esteban  Pino,  vecino  de 
la  cindad  de  Santa  Fe,  a  quien  doy  fee  conozco,  certifico  y  juro  haber- 
me  presentado  los  enunciados  documentos  con  los  cuales  acredito  ipso 
facto,  que  el  referido  Don  Juan  Esteban  Pino  es  dueno  legitimo  de  la 
expresada  hacienda  de  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Ojito  del  Rio  de  las  Gal- 
linas, en  fee  de  lo  cual,  y  cumpliendo  con  lo  aprevenido  en  la  citada 
superior  orden,  he  puesto  en  posion  de  dicha  hacienda,  presentando 
con  los  mi  asistencia  las  mohoneras  que  cita  la  misma  merced,  conoci- 
das  por  toda  la  jurisdiction  de  mi  cargo,  en  los  linderos  que  cita  en  su 
solicitud,  y  la  merced  que  se  le  ha  concedido,  declarando,  que  desde 
esta  fecha  le  empieza  &  correr  el  tiempo,  que  para  coroborar  su  derecho 
le  favorece  el  axioma  probado  en  las  leyes  de  posecion,  &c. 

Dado  en  la  nueva  hacienda  de  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Ojito  del  Rio 
de  las  Gallinas,  dicho  dia,  mes  y  afio  de  (jue  certifico,  firmando  el  pre- 
sente documento  con  los  testigos  de  mi  asistencia,  &  falta  de  Escribano 
National,  que  no  lo  hay  en  todo  este  Territorio,  de  que  doy  fee. 

TOMAS  SENA, 

Alcalde  Presidents 

Jose  Miguel  Sena,  Asistencia. 

Ante  mi :  JOSfi  MIGUEL  SANCHEZ, 

Secretario  de  Ayuntamiento, 
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Pboob,  Julio  15  de  1848. 

Traspasamos  todo  el  derecho  y  accion  que  tenemos  en  estos  docu- 
mentos  en  favor  de  nuestras  esposas  Dona  Josefa  Ortiz  y  Dona  Ger- 
trudis  Rascon,  con  todas  las  formalidades  que  el  derecho  requiera,  ha- 
ciendoles  gracia  y  donacion  de  los  terrenos  que  contienen  dichos  docu- 
mentos,  para,  mera  e  irrevocable,  con  todos  los  requisitos  que  sean 
necesarios,  mas  deba  y  pueda  valer  y  para  constancia  lo  firmamos  con 
dos  testigos,  hoy  dia  de  la  fecha. 


Manuel  Varela,  )  «... 
Blas  Ortega,       \  TestxV03* 


MANUEL  DOBOTEO  PINO. 
JUSTO  PASTOR  PINO. 


Territory  op  New  Mexico, 
County  of  Santa  Fe. 

Before  me,  the  undersigned,  clerk  of  the  United  States  district 
court  for  the  first  judicial  district  of  said  Territory,  this  day  person- 
ally appeared  the  above  named  Manuel  Doroteo  Pino,  to  me  personally 
known  to  be  the  identical  person  who  signed  the  foregoing  deed,  and 
acknowledged  that  he  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  the  same  as  his 
voluntary  act  and  deed,  on  the  day  of  the  date  thereof. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed 
[seal.]  the  seal  of  said  court,  this  20th  day  of  June,  1853. 

R.  H,  TOMPKINS,.  Clerk. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Pepartment, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  grant  and  documents 
therewith  accompanying,  on  file  in  this  office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING, 

Translator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fi,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

David  V.  Whiting,  whose  signature  appears  subscribed  to  the  fore- 
going certificate,  was,  at  the  time  of  signing  the  same,  the  translator 
at  this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 

Surveyor  General. 


[Translation.] 

Sir,  acting  superior  political  chief  of  this  province : 

The  citizen  Juan  Estevan  Pino,  inhabitant  and  resident  of  this  city 
of  Santa  Ee,  capital  of  the  same  province  of  New  Mexico,  before 
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your  honor,  with  due  respect,  represents :  That  finding  himself  the 
owner  of  a  considerable  amount  of  stock,  (vienes  de  campo,)  and 
having  no  proper  and  capable  place  in  which  to  take  care  of  it,  with 
any  security  and  method  for  its  progressive  advancement,  and  being 
indispensable  for  me  to  solicit  the  means  that  assist  industry,  to  which 
I  aspire,  to  sustain,  with  the  decency  and  respect  which  I  have  always 
accustomed,  a  numerous  family  with  which  I  am  surrounded ;  in  virtue 
of  which  I  pray  your  honor,  if  you  should  so  consider  it  just,  to  grant 
to  me,  in  the  name  of  the  supreme  government  of  the  Mexican  nation, 
and  with  the  title  of  grant,  the  place  of  the  Little  Spring,  (Ojito,) 
which  is  called  of  Las  Gallinas,  which  is  on  the  road  which  goes  to 
the  one  of  Las  Conchas,  in  the  direction  of  east  and  south,  asking  for 
its  boundaries  the  following  points :  on  the  north  the  landmarks  of 
the  farm  of  Don  Antonio  Ortiz,  and  the  table  lands  of  the  "  Aguage 
de  la  Yagua ;"  on  the  south  the  river  Pecos  ;  on  the  east  the  table 
land  of  ragarito ;  and  on  the  west  the  point  of  the  table  land  of  Las 
Chupaines — where  I  offer,  provided  your  honor  is  pleased  to  grant 
said  place  in  my  favor,  which  will  be  styled  "  Hacienda  de  San  Juan 
Bauptista  del  Ojito  del  Bio  de  las  Gallinas,"  to  possess  with  my  afore- 
said stock  (vienes  de  campo)  and  open  cultivation  (labor)  on  the  lands 
of  said  farm  as  the  localities  and  water  will  allow.     Your  honor  being 

S  leased  to  elevate  this  my  request  to  the  most  excellent  provincial 
eputation  of  this  Territory,  in  order  that  in  view  of  it,  and  with  the 
advice  of  said  corporation,  your  honor  will  provide  what  you  may 
deem  proper,  wherefore,  I  request  and  pray  your  honor  to  do  as  I 
solicit,  by  which  I  will  receive  the  grace  I  impetrate — costs,  protests, 
and  whatever  is  necessary. 

JUAN  ESTEVAN  PINO,  [Rubric] 

Sanfa  Fe,  (he  6th  of  December ,  1823,  Zdandld. 


Bartolomo  Baca,  Acting  Superior  Political  Chief  of  the  province  of 
New  Mexico  and  President  of  the  most  excellent  Provincial  Depu- 
tation of  its  Territory,  &c. 

The  present  foregoing  petition,  (solicitud,)  on  common  paper,  there 
being  none  of  any  seal  in  this  province,  being  considered  as  presented 
and  accepted,  let  it  pass  to  the  moot  excellent  provincial  deputation, 
in  order  that  said  honorable  corporation  be  pleased  to  resolve  what 
they  may  deem  proper,  at  the  request  of  the  party  interested  ;  pray- 
ing its  excellency  that  the  one  signing  this  decree  makes  the  following 
remarks : 

1 .  Its  excellency  does  not  ignore  that  the  reduction  of  the  public 
lands  to  private  property  is  one  of  the  steps  that  the  good  of  the 
country  and  the  encouragement  of  agriculture  and  indnstry  imperi- 
ous demand,  and  that  it  is  an  assistance  to  the  industrious  citizens 
who  are  not  property  holders. 

2.  It  cannot  be  hidden  from  I.  E.  that  in  this  province^  the 
decline  in  its  agriculture  and  industry,  particularly  in  the  raising 
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of  black  cattle  and  sheep,  has  been  principally  on  account  of  the 
inveterate  abuse  of  all  the  lands  being  public,  on  which  account  none 
is  improved,  and  thus  can  be  seen  at  one  single  glance,  that  when 
this  prejudice  ceases,  horned  cattle,  sheep,  and  horses  will  increase, 
the  province  will  then  depend  on  some  means  of  resource  which  will 
at  the  same  time  stimulate  the  remaining  citizens  who  are  not  indo- 
lent. 

3.  That  the  number  of  vagrants  in  this  province  being  so  great, 
and  there  being  no  public  establishment  of  correction  in  any  part  of 
it,  the  result  is,  that  there  being  no  place  where  the  aggressors  can 
be  sent,  for  this  reason  crimes  remain  unpunished  and  the  authorities 
insulted. 

4.  That  the  public  lands,  much  more  such  as  this  party  solicits, 
which  are  at  a  great  distance  from  the  settlements,  being  reduced  to 
private  property,  a  benefit  would  accrue  to  the  public  funds,  a  great 
resource  to  the  authorities,  and,  what  is  more,  the  extension  of  the 
population  at  the  expense  of  one  single  individual. 

For  the  reasons  given,  and  no  injury  resulting  to  any  third  party, 
I.  E.  may,  if  it  sees  proper  according  to  the  remarks  which  I  have  made, 
bestow  the  grant  which  the  party  interested  solicits,  as  in  so  doing 
I.  E.  will  prove  that  they  endeavor  to  remove  the  obstacles  that  are 
so  diametrically  opposed  to  the  principal  branches  of  the  agriculture 
and  industry  of  this  province,  which  remain  in  a  lethargic  state  for 
the  only  reason  of  the  prejudices  of  its  own  inhabitants  observing  that 
the  petitioner  has  sufficient  stock  to  occupy  the  land  he  solicits. 

BARTOLOME  BACA, 

[Rubric] 

Saihja  Fb  of  the  New  Mexico,  Dec.  18,  1853. 

I,  the  undersigned,  secretary  of  the  most  excellent  provincial  depu- 
tation of  this  territory  of  the  province  of  New  Mexico,  certify  that  in 
the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  said  corporation,  at  page  75,  number 
70,  on  the  other  side  of  said  leaf  is  to  be  found  recorded  the  following 
paragraph :  The  President  presented  a  petition  from  Don  Juan  Este- 
van  rino  containing  the  request  that  a  piece  of  land  of  sufficient 
capacity  for  raising  black  cattle,  sheep,  and  horses,  be  marked  out, 
granted,  and  registered  (documented)  to  him ;  cultivating  on  the  afore- 
said land  as  the  water  and  locality  may  allow,  requesting  to  be 
allowed  as  boundaries  of  the  aforesaid  farmj  which  shall  be  styled  the 
"  Hacienda  of  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Ojito  del  Rio  de  las  Grallinas," 
the  following  points :  on  the  north,  the  land-marks  of  the  farm  of 
Don  Antonio  Ortiz,  and  the  table-land  of  the  Aguage  de  la  Yegua ; 
on  the  south,  the  Pecos  river;  on  the  east,  the  table-land  of  Pajarito; 
and  on  the  west,  the  point  of  the  table-land  of  the  Chupaines.  Being 
open  for  discussion,  and  several  remarks  being  made  by  Don  Antonio 
Ortiz  and  Don  Pedro  Garcia,  it  was  resolved  that,  without  auy  fur- 
ther delay,  the  land  solicited  by  the  aforesaid  Don  Juan  Estevan  Pino 
be  granted  to  him,  as  the  decline  in  the  agriculture  and  industry  of 
this  province  is  occasioned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  prejudice  exist- 
ing against  making  grants  on  the  public  lands,  and  in  order  that  said 
grant  may  not  be  wanting  in  any  requisite,  this  deputation  resolved 
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that,  through  its  secretary  the  proofs  of  his  proprietorship  to  said  land 
he  given  to  him,  on  which  land  Mr.  Pino  shall  fix  formal  boundaries 
that  will  make  known  his  own  property,  granting  the  same  to  him  in 
the  name  of  the  supreme  government  of  the  Mexican  nation,  and  as  to 
a  citizen  who  is  in  the  full  exercise  of  his  rights,  not  being  prevented 
from  the  want  of  any  requisite  which  in  his  petition  is  not  set  forth, 
from  being  recognized  as  the  legitimate  owner  of  the  land  granted  to 
him,  observing  that  I.  E.  has  considered  said  petition  with  the  greatest 
deference." 

The  above  is  a  true  and  legal  copy  of  the  original  existing  in  this 
secretary's  office,  which  is  under  my  charge.  Santa  Fe,  December 
23d,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  third  of  the  inde- 
pendence and  second  of  liberty. 

JUAN  BAUTISTA  VIGIL,  Secretary. 

[Rubric] 

City  of  Santa  Fe,  capital  of  the  province  of  New  Mexico,  on  the 
twenty -third  day  of  the  month  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three,  third  of  the  independence  and  second  of  liberty, 
I,  Don  Bartolome  Baca,  acting  superior  political  chief  of  this  province, 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  upon  me  conferred  and  with  which  my  prede- 
cessors have  been  vested,  with  the  previous  consent  of  the  most  excel- 
led provincial  deputation  of  this  Territory,  I  have  granted,  and  by 
this  patent  do  grant,  in  the  name  of  the  supreme  government  of  the 
nation,  to  Don  Juan  Estevan  Pino  the  land  he  solicits  on  the  Gallinas 
river,  which  shall  be  called  the  Hacienda  of  San  Juan  Bautista  del 
Ojito  del  Bio  de  las  Gallinas,  recognizing  as  boundaries,  on  the  north, 
the  land-marks  of  Don  Antonio  Ortiz,  and  the  table-land  of  the 
Aguage  de  la  Yegua ;  on  the  south,  the  Pecos  river  ;  on  the  east,  the 
table-land  of  Pagarito ;  and  on  the  west,  the  point  of  the  table-lands 
of  the  Chupaines;  on  which  fixed  points  he  will  place  formal  and 
well  constructed  boundaries,  so  that  in  all  time  to  come  the  dividing 
line  of  the  land  granted  to  him  may  be  known ;  that  according  to  the 
laws  referring  to  the  matter,  and  which  are  now  in  force,  or  which 
may  be  hereafter  in  force,  he  may  enjoy  the  same,  himself  and  his  law- 
ful heirs,  with  the  other  provisions  of  the  general  laws  ;  and  being 
placed  in  possession  in  the  manner  accustomed,  said  proprietor  may 
place  such  improvements  on  said  land  as  he  may  deem  proper — build- 
ing houses,  enclosures,  and  whatever  may  be  necessary  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  enterprize  he  is  about  to  establish.     And  by  this  procedure 
I  have  so  decreed,  ordered,  and  signed  with  my  attending  witnesses, 
in  the  absence  of  my  secretary  and  of  a  national  notary,  of  which  class 
there  are  none  within  the  limits  of  this  province  under  my  charge, 
and  on  this  common  paper,  there  being  none  of  the  stamped.     Given 
in   the  aforesaid  city,  on  the  aforesaid  day,  month,  and  year,  to  all 
which  I  certify. — Bartolome  Baca ;  attending,  Bafael  Sarricino ;  attend- 
ing, Santiago  Abrew. 

In  the  aforesaid  town  of  Santa  Fe,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  the 
month  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three, 
3d  and  2d,  I,  the  aforesaid  political  chief,  said :  that  by  virtue  of  hav- 
ing bestowed  on  Don  Juan  Estevan  Pino  the  grant  of  the  farm  of 
the  Hacienda  de  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Ojito  del  Bio  de  las  Gallinas, 
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as  appears  by  this  patent,  I  ought  to  direct,  and  did  direct,  that  these 
proceedings  being  recorded,  a  copy  be  furnished  to  the  party  inter* 
os ted,  that  it  may  be  a  proof  in  his  favor  at  all  times  ;  and  by  this  act 
£  have  so  decreed,  ordered  and  signed,  with  my  attending  witnesses, 
to  which  I  certify.  Bartolome  Baca ;  attending,  Jose  Rafael  Sarra- 
cino,  Santiago  Abrew.  A  copy  of  the  original  of  which  is  deposited  in 
these  archives  under  my  charge. 

BARTOLOME  BACA. 
Santa  Fb,  December  27,  1823.  [Rubric] 

In  the  new  Hacienda  of  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Ojito  del  Rio  de  las 
Gallinas,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  the  month  of  August,  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  1825,  I,  Don  Tomas  Sena,  constitutional  justice  (alcalde) 
of  the  corporation  of  the  jurisdiction  of  San  Miguel  del  Bado  de  Pecos, 
by  virtue  of  the  order  communicated  to  me  in  a  despatch  of  Don  Bar- 
tolome Baca,  acting  superior  political  chief  of  this  Territory  of  New 
Mexico,  of  the  twentieth  instant,  which,  in  its  original,  precedes  this 
proceeding  and  previous  the  grant  of  land  bestowed  by  the  most  ex- 
cellent provincial  deputation  to  Don  Juan  Estevan  Pino,  resident  of 
the  city  of  Santa  Fe ,  whom  I  certify  to  be  known  to  me.     I  certify 
and  swear  that  the  aforesaid  documents,  which  accredited  ipao  /ado 
that  the  aforesaid  Don  Juan  Estevan  Pino  is  the  legitimate  owner  of 
the  aforesaid  farm  of  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Ojito  del  Rio  de  las  Gal- 
linas, were  presented  to  me.    In  witness  whereof,  and  in  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  superior  order,  I  have  placed  him 
in  possession  of  the  said  Hacienda,  pointing  out  with  my  attending 
witnesses  the  landmarks  referred  to  in  said  grant,  known  in  all  the 
jurisdiction  of  my  charge,  the  boundaries  set  forth  in  his  petition  and 
in  the  grant  which  was  bestowed  to  him ;  declaring  that,  from  this 
date,  the  time  for  him  to  corroborate  his  claim,  which  the  axiom 
proved  in  the  laws  of  possession,  &c,  favors  him  with,  will  commence. 

Given  in  the  new  farm  of  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Ojito  del  Rio  de 
las  Gallinas,  on  said  day,  month  and  year,  to  which  I  certify,  signing 
the  present  document,  with  my  attending  witnesses,  in  the  absence  of 
a  national  notary,  there  being  none  in  all  this  Territory,  to  which  I 
certify. 

THOMAS  SENA,  [Rubric] 

President  Justice. 

Attending,  Jose  Miguel  PeNa,  [Rubric] 

Before  me,  Jose  Miguel  Sanchez,  [Rubric,]  Clerk  of  Corporation. 

!>bcos,  July  15,  1848. 

We  transfer  all  the  right  and  interest  we  possess  in  the  foregoing 
documents  in  favor  of  our  wives,  Dofia  Josei'a  Ortiz  and  Dofia  Ger- 
trudis  Rascon,  with  all  the  formalities  which  the  law  requires,  grant- 
ing and  donating  to  them  the  lands  contained  in  said  documents,  un- 
conditionally, perfectly,  and  irrevocably,  with  all  the  requirements 
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which  may  be  necessary,  should  it  or  might  it  be  worth  more ;  and  in 
proof  whereof  we  sign,  with  two  witnesses,  this  day  of  the  date. 

MANUEL  DORATIO  PINO. 

[Rubric] 
JUSTO  PASTOR  PINO. 
[Rubric] 
Witnesses : 

Manuel  Varkla.  [Rubric] 
Blas  Ortega.  [Rubric] 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Translator' 8  Department,  Santa  Fe,  N.  M.y  May  19,  1855. 

I  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  translation  of  the  docu- 
ments marked  A  and  B,  in  claim  No.  2,  to  the  Ojito  de  las  Gallinas ; 
that  the  two  above-mentioned  documents  are  in  part  originals,  and  in 
part  copies  of  the  proceedings  had  in  reference  to  the  grant  of  the 
aforesaid  premises,  and  that  they  are  embodied  in  the  foregoing  trans- 
lation. 

DAVID  V.  WHITIN0,  Translator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  F6}  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  translation  made  in  this  office 
of  the  original  grant  to  the  Ojito  de  las  Gallinas,  filed  by  Preston 
Beck,  junior,  the  present  claimant. 

WM.  PELHAM,  Surveyor  General. 


This  indenture,  made  the  thirtieth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of 
oar  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  between  Justo 
Pino,  of  the  county  of  San  Miguel,  and  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  and 
Grertradis  Rascon,  his  wife,  of  the  one  part,  and  Preston  Beck,  junior, 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Santa  Fe,  and  Territory  aforesaid,  of  the 
other  part,  witnesseth :  That  the  said  Justo  Pino  and  Gertrudis  Ras- 
con, his  wife,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  them  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  Preston  Beck,  junior,  at  and 
before  the  ensealing  and  delivery  hereof,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby 
acknowledged,  have  granted,  bargained,  and  sold,  and  by  these  pre- 
sents do  grant,  bargain,  and  sell,  alien,  enfeoff,  and  release  and  con- 
firm unto  the  said  Preston  Beck,  junior,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
the  following  described  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  situate,  lying  and  be- 
ing in  the  county  of  San  Miguel,  and  Territory  aforesaid,  known  a- 
the  "  Hacienda  de  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Ojito  del  Rio  de  las  Gallis 
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nae,"  lying  on  the  Pecos  river,  and  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
sites  of  Don  Antonio  Ortiz  and  the  Mesa  del  Aguage  de  la  Yegua, 
on  the  south  by  the  Pecos  river,  on  the  east  by  the  Mesa  de  Pajarita, 
and  on  the  west  by  the  point  of  the  Mesa  de  la  Chupaines  ;  being 
the  same  property  granted  by  Bartolome  Baca,  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince of  New  Mexico,  to  Don  Juan  Estevan  Pino  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  with  all  the  rights,  liber- 
ties, privileges,  and  appurtenances  belonging  thereto,  or  in  any  man- 
ner thereto  appertaining,  together  with  all  the  buildings  and  im- 
provements, and  also  the  reversions,  remainders,  rents,  issues,  and 
profits  thereof,  and  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  of  the  said  Justo 
rino  and  wife,  of,  in,  and  to  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof.  To  have 
and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  hereditaments,  and  premises,  here- 
by granted  and  mentioned,  or  intended  so  to  be,  with  the  appurte- 
nances, unto  the  said  Preston  Beck,  junior,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to 
the  only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  Preston  Beck,  junior,  his 
heirs  and  assigns  forever.  In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Justo  Pino 
and  Gertrudis,  his  wife,  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  the 
day  and  year  first  above  written. 


JUSTO  P.  PINO. 
GERTRUDIS  RASCON. 


[l.  s.1 
[l.  s.J 


Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  of — 

Testigo:  JESUS  MA.  BACA. 

Received  on  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  foregoing  indenture  of  Pres- 
ton Beck,  junior,  grantee  therein  named,  five  hundred  dollars,  the 
consideration  money  therein  mentioned. 
Witness : 

JUSTO  P.  PINO. 
GERTRUDIS  RASCON. 


Territory  of  New  Mexico, 
County  of  Santa  Fe. 

Before  me,  the  undersigned,  clerk  of  the  United  States  district 
court  for  the  first  judicial  district  of  said  Territory,  this  day  came 
Justo  Pastor  Pino,  to  me  personally  known  to  be  the  same  person 
who  signed  the  foregoing  deed  of  conveyance  as  a  party  to  the  same, 
and  acknowledged  that  he  executed  said  deed  by  signing,  sealing, 
and  delivering  it,  this  thirtieth  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1854,  to  Pres- 
ton Beck,  junior,  for  the  objects  and  considerations  therein  stated. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  court,  this  30th  day  of 
[l.  s.]    October,  A.  D.  1854. 

L.  D.  SHEETZ,  Clerk. 

Territory  of  New  Mexico, 
County  of  Santa  Fe. 

Before  me,  the  undersigned,  clerk  of  the  United  States  district 
court  for  the  first  judicial  district    of  said  Territory,  this  day  came 
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Gertrudis  Bascon,  to  me  personally  known  to  be  the  same  person  who 
signed  the  foregoing  deed  of  conveyance  as  a  party  to  the  same,  and 
acknowledged  that  she  executed  the  same  by  signing,  sealing,  and 
delivering  it,  on  the  day  of  the  date  thereof,  to  Preston  Beck,  junior, 
for  the  objects  and  considerations  therein  stated ;  and  the  said  Uortru- 
dis  Rascon,  being  by  me  informed  of  the  contents  of  said  deed,  said 
that  she  had  done  so  freely  and  voluntarily,  and  without  compulsion 
or  illicit  influence  on  the  part  of  her  husband. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  court,  this  7th  day  of 
[l.  s.]    May,  A.  D.  1865. 

L.  D.  SHEETZ,  Olerk. 


Territory  op  New  Mexico, 
County  of  San  Miguel. 

I,  Antonio  Nieto,  clerk  of  the  probate  court  within  and  for  the 
county  of  San  Miguel,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  document 
is  registered  in  the  book  of  deeds,  for  that  purpose  kept  in  my  office, 
at  pages  165,  166,  167,  and  168. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and  affixed 
r.  c  -i  my  private  seal,  (no  seal  of  office  having  been  provided,) 
LL  SJ      this  4th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1855. 

ANTONIO  NIETO, 

El  del  Juez  de  Pruebas. 


Territory  of  New  Mexico, 
County  of  Santa  Fe. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  foregoing  deed  is  recorded  in  pages  91, 
92,  and  93,  on  book  of  record  letra  B,  in  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  the  seal  of 
>  fi  i  the  probate  court  of  said  county,  this  8th  day  of  May,  A. 
lL8J      D.  1855. 

JESUS  MA.  SENA  T  BACA, 

Clerk  of  Probate  Court. 


Subvetob  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30, 1856. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in 
this  office. 

WILLIAM  PELHAM, 

Surveyor  General. 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  Manuel  Doroteo  Pino 
and  Josefa  Ortiz,  wife  of  said  Manuel  D.  Pino,  both  of  the  county  of 
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San  Miguel,  and  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  dollar  to  us  in  hand  paid,  and  in  con- 
sideration of  the  covenants  and  agreements  hereinafter  made,  have 
bargained,  sold,  aliened  and  conveyed,  and  by  these  presents  do  bar- 
gain, sell,  alien,  and  convey  unto  Hugh  N.  Smith,  as  trustee  for 
Preston  Beck,  a  certain  ranch,  or  farm,  lying  and  being  situate  in  the 
Cafiada  de  Pecos,  in  the  county  of  San  Miguel,  and  lying  on  both  sides 
of  the  Pecos  river,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  lands  of  Mannel  Ba- 
rella  and  Bias  Ortega,  east  by  public  lands,  south  by  the  lands  of  Pablo 
Moya,  Manuel  Barella,  and  Vincente  Quintana,  and  on  the  west  by 
public  lands,  containing  about  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  here- 
tofore known  as  the  ranch  of  Manuel  Pino,  at  Pecos,  together  with 
all  the  rights,  privileges,  improvements  and  appurtenances  thereunto 
belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining  unto  the  said  Hugh  N.  Smith, 
in  trust,  as  hereinafter  mentioned.    Also,  a  certain  other  tract  or  parcel 
of  land  lying  and  being  in  said  county  of  San  Miguel,  being  the  one 
undivided  half  of  the  Hacienda  de  San  Juan  Bautista  ddOji  to  dd 
Bio  de  las  Gattinae,  lying  on  the  Pecos  river,  and  bounded  on  the  north 
by  the  ritio  of  Don  Antonio  Ortiz  and  the  Mesa  del  Aguage  de  la 
Yegua,  on  the  south  by  the  river  Pecos,  on  the  east  by  the  Mesa  de 
Pajarito,  on  the  west  by  the  point  of  the  Mesa  de  los  Ghupaines,  being 
the  same  granted  by  Bartolome  Baca,  governor  of  the  province  of  New 
Mexico,  to  Don  Juan  Estavan  Pino,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-three,  with  all  the  rights,  privileges,  appurten- 
ances and  improvements  *  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  anywise  apper- 
taining, unto  the  said  Hugh  N.  Smith,  as  trustee,  as  aforesaid.    Pro- 
vided, nevertheless,  that  the  foregoing  conveyance  of  the  two  said 
tracts  or  parcels  of  land  are  made  upon  the  following  condition :  That 
whereas  we,  Manuel  D.  Pino  and  Josefa  Ortiz,  are  indebted  to  Pres- 
ton Beck  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty  dollars, 
to  which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made  within  one  year  from  the 
even  date  of  these  presents,  we  jointly  and  severally  bind  ourselves, 
with  interest  from  this  date  until  paid,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent. 
per  annum :    Now,  if  we,  or  either  of  us,  should  well  and  truly  pay, 
or  cause  to  be  paid,  to  said  Preston  Beck  the  said  sum  of  two  thousand 
four  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  as  aforesaid,  with  interest,  as  ex- 
pressed, at  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  then,  and  in  that 
event,  this  conveyance  shall  be  null  and  void  and  of  no  effect ;  but  if 
default  should  be  made  in  payment  of  said  sum  and  interest,  as  afore- 
said, on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-four,  then  the  said  Hugh  N.  Smith,  as  trustee,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
have  power  to  advertise  the  same  for  sale  by  giving  thirty  days'  notice 
of  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  and  terms  of  sale,  by  notice  in  the  public 
newspaper  of  the  city  of  Santa  Fe,  and  by  ten  hand-bills,  put  up  in 
public  places  in  the  county  of  Santa  Fe  and  county  of  San  Miguel, 
and  shall,  in  pursuance  of  said  notice,  sell  at  public  sale,  in  some  pub- 
lic place  in  the  city  of  Santa  Fe,  to  the  highest  bidder,  for  cash  in 
hand,  both  the  two  tracts  or  parcels  of  land  herein  conveyed,  and  shall 
execute  and  deliver  to  the  purchaser  a  deed  in  fee  simple  for  same;  and 
with  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  he  shall  pay  the  expenses  thereof,  and 
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then  discharge  and  pay  our  indebtedness  of  two  thousand  four  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars  with  interest,  as  aforesaid,  to  Preston  Beck,  or  the 
same  so  far  as  the  proceeds  will  extend  ;  and  the  surplus,  if  any,  after 
discharging  the  debt  to  said  Beck,  shall  be  paid  to  Josefa  Ortiz.  And 
we  do  covenant  and  agree  that  we  will  forever  warrant  and  defend  the 
title  to  the  two  tracts  of  land  herein  conveyed  against  the  lawful  claim 
or  claims  of  any  and  all  persons  whatever. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this 
fourteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-three. 


MANUEL  DOROTEO  PINO. 
JOSEFA  ORTIZ. 


[L.  8.1 
[L.  S.j 


Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  witnesses : 
Joseph  Nangle.  [l.  s.j 
Jose  E.  Ortiz,   [l.  s.J 

Territory  of  New  Mexico, 
County  of  Santa  Fe. 

This  14th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1853,  personally  appeared  before  me, 
the  undersigned,  clerk  of  the  United  States  district  court  for  the  first 
judicial  district  of  said  Territory,  the  above  named  Josefa  Ortiz,  wife 
of  Manuel  D.  Pino,  proven  to  me  to  be  the  same  person  who  signed 
the  above  deed  by  two  reliable  witnesses  ;  and  being  examined  by  me 
separate  and  apart  from  her  said  husband,  acknowledged  that  she 
signed,  sealed  and  delivered  the  foregoing  deed  on  the  day  and  year, 
and  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  as  her  voluntary  act  and  deed, 
without  any  threat  or  compulsion  of  her  said  husband  ;  and  the  above 
named  Manuel  Doroteo  Pino,  to  me  personally  known  to  be  the  iden- 
tical person  who  signed  the  foregoing  deed,  and  acknowledged  that  be 
signed,  sealed  and  delivered  the  same  on  the  day  and  year,  and  for  tbe 
purposes  therein  mentioned,  as  his  voluntary  act  and  deed. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 
seal  of  said  court  the  day  above  written. 

R.  H.  TOMPKINS,  Clerk. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe>  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General. 


Testimony  of  Jesus  Maria  Baca. 

Questioned  by  counsel  for  Preston  Beck,  jr.: 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  farm  of  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Bio 
de  las  Gallinas  ? 
Answer.  I  do. 


454  REPORT   OF  THE 

Question.   When  were  you  theie  the  first  time,  and  when  the  last? 

Answer.  I  was  there  the  first  time  in  1838,  and  the  last  in  1845. 

Question.  Was  there  any  stock  there  then,  and  to  whom  did  it  be- 
long? 

Answer.  I  was  at  the  house  on  the  Gallinas  in  1838.  There  were 
about  800  or  900  head  of  large  cattle  there,  belonging  to  Don  Juan 
Esteban  Pino.  In  1845  I  was  there  myself  with  sheep  belonging  to 
Don  Justo  Pino. 

Questioned  by  the  Surveyor  General : 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  the  house  of  Don  Juan  Esteban 
Pino  was  situated  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  was  at  the  house. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  road  leading  to  the  Conchas,  which 
was  called  the  old  road  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  three  roads,  but  do  not  know  which  was  called 
the  old  road. 

JESUS  MA.  BACA  T  SALAZAR. 

Donaciano  Vigil  sworn. 

Questioned  by  counsel  for  P.  Beck,  jr. : 

Question.  Did  you  know  Bartolome  Baca  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  office  did  he  hold  in  this  Territory  in  1823? 

Answer.  That  of  political  chief. 

Question.  Was  there  any  difference,  that  you  know  of,  in  the 
power  and  authority  of  the  governors,  and  those  of  the  political 
chiefs,  in  this  Territory,  under  the  Mexican  government  ? 

Answer.  There  was  not. 

Question.  Did  you  hold  any  office  under  the  Mexican  government 
about  the  year  1823  ;  and  in  what  capacity  were  you  employed  ? 

Answer.  I  held  no  office  ;  I  was  a  soldier. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  hold  office  under  the  Mexican  gov- 
ment? 

Answer.  In  the  year  1824, 

Question.  Did  you  continue  to  hold  office  from  that  time  continu- 
ously up  to  the  period  of  the  change  of  government  in  favor  of  the 
United  States  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  signature  of  Juan  Esteban  Pino  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  And  Bartolome  Baca  and  Juan  Bautista  Vigil?  and 
have  you  seen  them  sign  ? 

Answer.  I  do ;  and  have  seen  them  sign.  (Whereupon  he  was 
shown  the  signature  to  document  B.) 

Question.  Are  they  genuine? 

Answer.  They  are. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  custom  was  of  obtaining  posses- 
sion of  the  public  lands  under  the  Spanish  and  Mexican  governments  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  under  both  governments. 

Question.  What  was  the  custom  previous,  and  what  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  provincial  deputation  ? 
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Answer.  The  custom  previous  was,  that  the  governor  or  the  depu- 
tation, one  or  the  other,  made  the  grants  of  lands,  and  the  justice 
nearest  to  the  lands  placed  the  parties  in  possession.  There  was  no 
change  in  the  custom  from  the  Spanish  to  the  Mexican  government. 
The  colonization  laws  continued  the  same. 

Cross-examined  by  counsel  for  Hatch : 

Question.  Was  it  not  customary  to  obtain  the  approval  of  the  King, 
under  the  Spanish  government,  to  all  grants  made  oy  the  government? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Have  you  not  seen,  in  the  archives  of  this  Territory, 
grants  approved  by  the  Kings  or  Queens  of  Spain  ? 

Answer.  Only  the  one  made  to  OSate,  who  held  certain  preroga- 
tives. A  special  order  came  afterwards,  authorizing  the  governors  to 
mmke  grants  of  lands. 

Question.  Was  it  not  customary  to  obtain  the  approval  of  the 
superior  government  to  grants  made  by  the  governors,  after  the 
declaration  of  independence,  under  the  Mexican  government  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not. 

Question.  Have  you  not  seen  in  the  archives  any  grants  so  ap- 
proved by  the  superior  government  during  the  time  you  held  office  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not ;  nor  have  any  been  forwarded  for  approval. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  any  of  the  grants  made  to  the  Pueblo  In- 
dians? 

Answer.  1  have. 

Question.  By  whom  were  they  signed  ? 

Answer.  By  the  King. 

Question.  How  many  of  the  grants  made  to  the  Pueblo  Indians 
have  you  seen? 

Answer.  That  of  Sandia. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  the  special  order,  giving  authority  to 
the  governors  to  grant  lands,  is  to  be  found ;  and  by  whom  was  it  given? 

Answer.  It  should  be  in  the  archives.     It  was  gjiven  by  the  King. 

Question.  Was  the  order  in  manuscript,  or  was  it  ever  published? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  if  it  was  published.     I  was  not  yet  born. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  that  order  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  ;  but  I  have  seen  a  copy  made  by  the 
government  in  the  possession  of  Don  Alejandro. 

Re-examined  by  counsel  for  Beck : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  other  grants  made  by  the  King, 
or  the  superior  government,  to  private  individuals,  besides  the  one  re- 
ferred tor 

Answer.  I  have  not.  DONACIANO  VIGIL. 

Domingo  Fernandez  sworn. 

Questioned  by  Surveyor  General : 

Question.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  ;  and  how  long 
have  you  resided  in  the  Territory  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  was  born  in  the 
Territory. 
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Question.  How  old  are  you? 
Answer.  Seventy-two  years  of  age. 

Questioned  by  counsel  for  P.  Beck,  jr.  : 

Question.  Did  you  know  Juan  Esteban  Pino? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Bartolome  Baca  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Juan  Bautista  Vigil  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  signature  of  Bartolome  Baca  ? 

Answer.  I  am ;  I  have  often  seen  him  sign  several  documents. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  Bartolome  Baca  sign  his  name  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  him  sign  orders  and  decrees. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  Juan  Bautista  Vigil  sign  his  name ;  and 
do  you  know  his  signature  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  him  sign,  and  know  his  signature. 

Question.  What  office  did  Bartolome  Baca  hold  in  1823  ? 

Answer.  He  was  captain  of  militia  and  political  chief  of  the  Ter- 
ritory. 

Question.  Is  the  signature  on  document  B  the  signature  of  Bar- 
tolome Baca  ;  and  is  the  other  that  of  Juan  Bautista  Vigil  ? 

Answer.  It  is  the  signature  of  Bartolome  Baca,  and  the  one  fol- 
lowing is  that  of  Juan  Bautista  Vigil,  secretary  of  the  provincial 
deputation. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Don  Thomas  Sena,  justice  of  the  peace  of 
San  Miguel? 

Answer.  I  did  know  him. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  signature  of  Don  Thomas  Sena,  justice- 
of  San  Miguel  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Questioned  by  the  attorney  for  Hatch : 

Question.  How  do  you  know  the  signature  of  Thomas  Sena? 

Answer.  Because  he  resided  in  Santa  F6,  and  afterwards  moved  to 
El  Bado.  He  was  my  uncle.  I  have  been  at  his  house,  and  have  often 
seen  him  sign.  I  know  his  signature,  and  the  signature  on  document 
A  is  his  hand  writing. 

Questioned  by  the  attorney  for  Mr.  Beck : 

Question.  Is  the  signature  of  Bartolome  Baca  to  document  A 
genuine  ? 

Answer.  It  is.  Sometime  he  wrote  a  large  hand  ;  but  it  is  the 
same. 

Question.  Who  are  the  children  and  heirs  of  Juan  Esteban  Pino? 

Answer.  Don  Manuel  Doroteo  Pino  and  Don  Justo  Pino.  I  know 
of  no  others. 

Question.  Whom  did  the  heirs  marry  ? 

Answer.  Don  Manuel  Doroteo  married  DoBa  Josefa  Ortiz,  and  Don 
Justo  married  Dona  Gertrudis  Rascon. 

Question.  Did  you  have  charge  of  the  archives  of  the  Territory, 
and  for  how  long  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  from  1825  to  1846,  with  some  interruption. 
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Question.  State  if  you  hare  seen  document  B  in  the  archives  ? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Don  Antonio  Ortiz,  merchant  in  Santa 
Fd,  in  the  year  1823  ? 

Answer.  I  did  know  him. 

Question.  Was  he  a  member  of  the  provincial  deputation  at  the 
time  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  The  deputation  was  established  in  the 
year  1822.  Don  Antonio  was  a  member  at  that  time ;  but  I  do  not 
know  if  he  was  in  1823. 

Question.  Was  Antonio  Ortiz,  member  of  the  deputation,  the  sam* 
who  was  a  merchant  in  Santa  Fe  ? 

Answer.  He  was  the  same. 

Question.  What  was  the  custom  to  obtain  possession  of  the  public- 
domain  ? 

Answer.  Before  the  establishment  of  the  provincial  deputation  it 
was  customary  to  apply  to  the  governor  of  the  Territory.  In  the 
time  of  Don  Diego  de  Vaeges,  as  they  were  at  war,  he  granted  pos- 
session himself.  Afterwards,  application  was  always  made  to  the  go- 
vernor, and  he  referred  the  petition  to  the  justice  of  the  peace  to  re* 
port  if  the  grant  would  be  to  the  injury  of  any  third  person  or  not. 
If  there  was  no  impediment  the  possession  was  granted.  Afterwards, 
when  the  provincial  deputation  was  established,  application  was  made- 
to  the  deputation  through  the  president,  who  was  the  political  chief, 
and  the  petition  was  referred,  by  a  decree  of  the  secretary,  to  the  pre- 
fect, or  the  corporation,  under  whose  jurisdiction  the  land  petitioned 
for  was  situated. 

Question.  Did  the  governors  and  political  chiefs  exercise  the  same- 
powers  and  authority  in  the  Territory  ? 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Melgares  and  his  handwriting  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  office  did  Facundo  Melgares  hold  in  the  year 
1818? 

Answer.  He  was  acting  governor. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Vicente  Villanueva? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  And  his  handwriting  ? 

Answer.  Also. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Francisco  Ortiz  and  his  handwriting  ?g 

Answer.  Yes.  The  signatures  to  document  C  are  genuine;  also 
the  signatures  of  Francisco  Ygnacio  de  Madariaga,  Manuel  Baca,  and 
Bafael  Saracino,  to  document  C  are  genuine. 

Question.  What  difference  was  there  between  the  powers  of  tne 
political  chiefs  and  those  of  the  governors? 

Answer.  They  were  the  same.  Before  the  establishment  of  the 
provincial  deputation,  they  made  the  grants  themselves ;  and  after  the- 
establishment  of  the  deputation,  they  consulted  with  it. 

Question.  What  difference  was  there  between  the  powers  of  Barto- 
lome  Baca,  political  chief,  and  those  of  Facundo  Melgares,  governor  ?* 

Answer.  Their  powers  were  the  same. 

DOMINGO  FERNANDEZ. 
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Francisco  Montoyo  sworn. 
Questioned  by  counsel  for  P.  Beck,  jr. : 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  employ  of  Don  Juan  Esteban  Pino,  and 
for  how  long? 

Answer.  Yes ;  from  the  year  1825  to  1836. 

Question.  Did  you  know  a  farm  (sitio)  called  La  Hacienda  de  San 
Juan  Bautista  del  Bio  de  las  Gallinas  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Have  you  been  there  often  ?    Do  you  know  the  place 
well  ?  and  when  were  you  there  the  first  time  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  there  often.    In  1825  I  was  there  for  the  first 
'time  after  the  settlement  was  made. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  table-lands  of  the  Aguage  de  la  Yegua? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  table-lands  of  Pajarito  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  point  of  the  table-lands  of  the  Chu- 
$>aines  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  And  the  Pecos  river  ?  •       ^^^ 

Answer.  Also.  Y^^J? 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  Conchas  ?  V  -  _     * 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Are  the  table-lands  of  the  Aguage  de  la  Yegua,  Paja- 
rito, and  Chupaines  well  known  ? 

Answer.  Tney  are. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  road  that  leads  to  the  Conchas  spring  ? 

Answer.  I  do.     There  are  two  old  roads. 

Question.  Where  do  those  two  roads  cross  the  Gallinas  river  ? 

Answer.  One  crosses  a  little  above  the  house  on  the  Gallinas,  and 
i;he  other  above  Chaperito. 

Question.  To  what  house  on  the  Gallinas  do  you  refer  ? 

Answer.  To  the  house  of  Don  Juan  Esteban  Pino. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  any  landmarks  (mojneras)  of  Don  Anto- 
nio Ortez,  or  any  other  boundaries,  to  the  north  of  the  farm  ;  and 
what  were  they  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  landmarks  on  the  top  of  table-lands  of  the 
Aguage  de  la  Yegua. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  any  others  at  any  other  place? 

Answer.  I  have  not  seen  any  others,  except  at  the  house  where  he 
rkept  his  cows,  on  the  little  hill  near  the  river. 

Question.  Are  they  of  the  same  kind  of  landmarks  as  were  used  to 
designate  boundaries  at  that  time,  and  are  they  there  still  ? 

Answer.  They  are.  They  ought  to  be  there  yet.  I  have  not  been 
there  since  the  year  1838. 

Question.  Were  those  landmarks  on  any  of  the  roads  leading  to 
the  Conchas,  or  near  any  of  the  two  roads  mentioned?  and  near 
which  of  the  two  were  they  ? 

Answer.  They  are  not  on  or  near  any  of  the  two  roads  ;  they  are 
on  the  side  of  the  road  leading  to  Lo  de  Mora,  on  the  table-land  of 
•the  Aguage  de  la  Yegua. 
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Question.  Where  is  the  house  situated,  referred  to  by  you,  where 
the  cows  were  kept  ? 

Answer.  On  the  little  hill  of  Chaperito,  itself  distant  one  or  two 
miles  from  the  town  of  Chaperito,  above  the  town. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  the  farm  (sitio)  of  Antonio  Ortez  is 
situated  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Do  you  know  if  Antonio  Ortez  had  a  farm  (sitio)  there ; 
and  have  you  seen  it  ? 

Answer.  I  know  it  by  hearsay ;  not  because  I  have  seen  it. 

Question.  To  what  point  on  the  Gallinas  river  was  occupied  by  Don 
Juan  Esteban  Pino  exclusively  as  pasture  ground  for  his  stock  ? 

Answer.  To  the  head  of  the  CaSon  del  Agua. 

Question.  Is  that  canon  above  or  below  the  town  of  Chaperito? 

Answer.  It  is  above. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Cafiada  de  Lauriano? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Where  is  that  canon  ? 

Answer.  On  the  east  of  the  Gallinas,  above  Chaperito. 

Question.  Do  you  know  if  from  Chaperito  to  the  house  was  occu- 
pied exclusively  by  Don  Juan  Esteban  Pino  ?  and  for  how  long  ? 

Answer.  Don  Juan  Esteban  Pino  occupied  from  above  Chaperito 
to  the  house  for  more  than  eleven  years. 

Question.  Did  others  have  the  same  right  as  Don  Juan  Esteban 
Pino  to  pasture  their  stock  on  that  same  place  ? 

Answer.  They  had  not.  All  those  who  came  upon  it  were  driven 
off. 

Question.  Does  the  table-land  of  the  Aguage  de  la  Yegua  touch  the 
Gallinas  river  at  any  point  ? 

Answer.  It  does  not. 

Question.  What  is  the  shortest  distance  from  the  table-land  of  the 
Aguage  de  la  Yegua  to  the  Gallinas  river  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  calculate  how  far  it  may  be  ? 

Question.  Did  the  overseers  and  hands  of  Don  Juan  Esteban  Pino 
occupy  the  land  up  to  the  table-land  of  the  Aguage  de  la  Yegua  ? 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  What  is  the  distance  from  the  table-land  of  the  Aguage 
de  la  Yegua  to  where  the  upper  road,  leading  to  the  Conchas,  crosses 
the  Gallinas? 

Answer.  A  person  can  go  in  one-half  day's  journey  from  where  the 
road  crosses  the  river  to  the  table-land. 

Question.  Does  the  upper  road,  leading  to  the  Conchas,  go  over  the 
Mesa,  or  can  a  person  go  on  that  road  to  the  Conchas  without  going 
over  the  Mesa  ? 

Answer.  It  does  not  go  over ;  it  goes  below. 

Question.  When  were  you  last  at  the  house  on  the  Gallinas  ? 

Answer.  Last  year. 

Question.  When  was  the  last  time  you  know  of  Pino's  having 
stock  there  ? 

Answer.  In  the  year  1844,  or  1845,  the  sons  of  Don  Juan  Esteban 
Pino  removed  the  stock  from  there. 


460  REPORT   OF  THE 

Question.  Do  you  know  in  what  year  Don  Juan  Esteban  Pino  died 

Answer.  I  think  he  died  towards  the  end  of  1838  or  1839. 

Question.  Who  were  the  overseers  of  Don  Jttan  E.  Pino  when  you 
knew  the  farm? 

Answer.  The  overseer  of  the  fields  was  Don  Jos6  Felipe  Ortez  ;  of 
the  cows  and  sheep,  the  late  Don  Isidro  Sandoval;  afterwards,  Fran- 
cisco Salazar,  Luis  Griego,  and  many  others. 

Question.  How  many  times  in  a  year,  or  in  a  month,  did  you  go  to 
the  farm  ? 

Answer.  About  every  fifteen  days.  I  went  backwards  and  forwards 
nearly  all  the  time  I  was  in  the  employ  of  Don  Juan  Pino. 

Question.  Did  you  pass  by  there  often  in  going  to  the  Cumanches, 
before  and  after  the  farm  was  settled  ? 

Answer.     I  did  ;  before  and  afterwards. 

Cross-examined  by  counsel  for  Hatch  : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  resided  on  the  Gailinas  river,  or  in  its 
vicinity  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  resided  on  the  Gailinas  river. 

Question.  In  what  capacity  did  you  live  with  Juan  Esteban  Pino 
during  the  eleven  years  that  you  were  with  him  ? 

Answer.  To  travel  backwards  and  forwards  from  the  farm  on 
horseback. 

Question.  Who  succeeded  Luis  Griego  as  overseer  on  the  farm  of 
J  uan  Esteban  Pino  ? 

Answer.  Jose  Miguel  Flores,  deceased. 

Question.  How  long  was  Jose  Miguel  Flores  overseer  ? 

Answer.  Not  more  than  six  months. 

Question.  Who  succeeded  Josl  Miguel  Flores? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember ;  I  think  it  was  Marcos  Sandoval. 

Question.  Where  is  Marcos  Sandoval  now  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  he  ought  to  be  at  Cow  river. 

Question.  Did  Don  Juan  Esteban  Pino  abandon  his  farm,  or  did 
his  overseers  abandon  it  when  they  had  stock  there  ? 

Answer.  They  did  not  abandon  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  erected  those  landmarks,  and  what 
lands  they  divided  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  who  erected  them .  Up  to  the  landmarks 
belonged  to  Don  Juan  Pino ;  beyond  them  I  do  not  know — I  believe  it 
was  public  land. 

Question.  How  many  landmarks  were  there ;  and  were  they  in  a 
direct  line  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  three ;  they  were  from  the  Aguage  de  la 
Yegua  to  where  the  Canon  del  Agua  intersects  the  Gailinas  river. 

Question.  What  was  the  distance  between  the  landmarks  ? 

Answer.  About  one  hundred  varas. 

Question.  How  far  is  it  from  the  Aguage  de  la  Yegua  to  Chaperito  ? 

Answer.  About  one-half  day's  journey. 

Question.  How  far  is  it  from  the  tableland  of  the  Aguage  de  la 
Yegua  to  the  little  house  where  the  cows  were  kept  ? 

Answer.  A  person  could  go  there  in  one-half  aay. 
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Question.  How  far  is  it  from  the  table-lands  of  the  Aguage  de  la 
Yegua  to  the  Pecos  river,  going  south  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  it  may  be  at  least  ten  or  twelve  leagues. 

Question.  How  far  is  it,  more  or  less,  from  the  point  of  the  Chu- 
paines  to  Pajarito  ? 

Answer.  About  the  same  distance. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  long  the  two  roads  going  to  the 
Conchas  have  been  there  ? 

Answer.  When  I  first  knew  the  country  they  were  there. 

Question.  From  where  did  the  two  roads  leading  to  the  Conchas 
«tart? 

Answer.  From  San  Miguel. 

Question.  What  distance  is  there  between  the  two  roads  where  they 
cross  the  Oallinas  ? 

Answer.  Five  or  six  leagues. 

Question.  How  far  is  it  from  the  farm  of  Juan  Esteban  Pino  to 
Chaperi  to  ? 

Answer.  Five  or  six  miles,  more  or  less. 

Question.  What  distance  is  there  from  Chaperito  to  the  upper  road 
leading  to  the  Conchas  ? 

Answer.  From  nine  to  twelve  miles. 

Question.  What  is  the  distance  from  San  Miguel  to  the  Conchas  ? 

Answer.  One  day's  travel. 

Question.  When  you  knew  the  two  roads,  which  was  used  the  most — 
the  upper  or  the  lower  one  ? 

Answer.  The  one  was  as  much  travelled  as  the  other. 

Questioned  by  the  Surveyor  General : 

Question.  Did  the  landmarks  denote  the  boundaries  of  Ortiz  or  Pino? 
Answer.  I  knew  them  as  Don  Juan  Pino's. 

Questioned  by  counsel  for  Hatch  : 

Question.  Who  showed  them  to  you  as  the  boundary  of  Don  Juan 
Pino? 

Answer.  Himself. 

Question.  Who  were  with  you  when  he  pointed  them  out  to  you? 
Answer.  There  were  some  peons  with  us.  Those  peons  are  now  dead. 
Question .  Who  was  the  overseer  when  Pino  pointed  them  out  to  you  ? 
Answer.  Don  Vicente  Ortiz,  deceased. 

FRANCISCO  MONTOYA. 

Francisco  Salazar  sworn. 

Questioned  by  counsel  for  P.  Beck,  jr.: 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  farm  of  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Bio  de 
las  Gallinas  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  it? 

Answer.  Since  the  year  1826. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  live  there ;  and  in  what  capacity  were 
you  employed  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  how  long.  I  was  steward  for  the  de- 
ceased Pino  ;  I  had  charge  of  his  stock. 
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Question.  Do  yon  know  the  table-lands  of  the  Aguage  de  la  Yegua, 
Pajarito,  and  Chupaines,  and  the  Pecos  river  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Are  those  points  well  known  in  the  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  they  are. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  steward,  more  or  less  ? 

Answer.  I  had  charge  of  the  stock  for  seven  years. 

Question.  From  what  point  on  the  Gallinas,  upwards,  was  known 
as  the  farm  of  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Rio  de  las  Gallinas  ? 

Answer.  To  where  the  table-lands  of  the  CaSada  of  Aguilar  dip  or 
slope  the  most— opposite,  I  believe,  to  Chaperito,  a  little  above  or  a 
little  below. 

Cross-examined  by  counsel  for  Hatch  : 

Question.  How  did  you  know,  or  who  told  you,  that  was  the  bound- 
ary of  the  farm  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not,  nor  do  I,  know  the  boundary.  Don  Juan  Pino's 
property  was  considered  as  reaching  to  that  point. 

Question.  While  you  had  charge  of  the  stock  of  Don  Juan  Pino, 
did  you  pasture  the  cattle  above  that  point  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  How  far  beyond  ? 

Answer.  As  far  as  the  river  had  sufficient  width. 

Question.  Did  other  persons  pasture  their  cattle  there  also? 

Answer.  The  deceased  Pino  gave  orders  to  drive  off  all  the  stock  ; 
I  never  drove  any  off. 

Question.  Up  to  what  points  had  you  orders  to  drive  stock  off? 

Answer.  No  limits  were  given  to  me  ;  I  was  ordered  to  drive  off  all 
stock  on  the  river. 

Question.  What  is  the  distance  from  the  house  on  the  farm  of  Pino 
to  the  Canada  of  Aguilar  ? 

Answer.  Six  miles,  more  or  less. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  road  leading  to  the  Conchas,  and  which 
crosses  the  Gallinas  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Where  does  the  road  which  is  nearest  the  house  cross  the 
Gallinas  ? 

Answer.  A  little  above  the  house,  about  one  mile,  more  or  less. 

Question.  What  is  the  distance  from  the  upper  road  going  to  the 
Conchas  from  the  road  which  runs  above  the  house  ? 

Answer.  There  is  a  great  distance,  perhaps  twelve  miles. 

Question.  Does  the  uppermost  road  cross  the  river  above  or  below 
the  CaSada  of  Aguilar  ? 

Answer.  Above. 

Question.  Did  Pino  have  a  mill-dam  on  the  Gallinas  river  when 
you  were  there  ? 

Answer.  He  had. 

Question.  Does  the  road  nearest  the  house  cross  the  river  above  or 
below  the  dam  ? 

Answer.  Above. 

Question.  Which  of  the  three  roads  to  the  Conchas  w«w  the  most 
travelled  when  you  were  there? 
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Answer.  The  one  below  the  house. 

Question.  When  you  were  steward  for  Don  Juan  Esteban  Pino,  did 
he  show  you  the  boundaries  of  the  farm  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  any  landmarks  in  the  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  many  mounds,*  erected  probably  by  the  In- 
dians. I  have  seen  one,  which  is  perhaps  not  yet  demolished,  on  the 
little  hill  of  the  Gordo,  a  little  below  the  Siendre. 

Question.  When  you  were  there,  were  those  mounds  recognized  as- 
the  landmarks  of  any  person  ? 

Answer.  No.  There  were  mounds  on  the  high  hills  above  and  be- 
low the  house. 

Question.  Where  have  you  resided  since  the  year  1826? 

Answer.  From  1826  to  1828  I  resided  at  Galisteo  ;  from  that  time 
to  the  present  I  have  resided  at  Purertecito,  in  the  county  of  San  Miguel. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Francisco  Montoya? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Was. he  in  the  employ  of  Pino  while  you  were  steward  of 
the  form  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  him  during  that  time. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  at  any  time  at  the  farm  during  the  six 
years  you  were  there,  and  how  often  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  him  there,  I  cannot  say  how  often.  He  went 
once  for  oxen  ;  at  other  times  for  tallow  and  other  various  articles.  I 
saw  him  three  or  four  times. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Chaperito  ? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  How  long  has  it  been  settled? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.    I  do  not  remember  in  what  year. 

Question.  How  many  families  reside  at  Chaperito? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  there  are  many ;  about  forty  families. 

Question.  Are  there  any  settlements  above  Chaperito,  and  between 
Chaperito  and  La  Siendre,  on  the  Gallinas  river? 

Answer.  I  believe  there  are.  I  have  not  been  there  for  a  long  time. 
I  have  understood  there  are  persons  all  along  up  the  river ;  but  I  have 
not  been  there. 

Question.  What  is  the  distance  from  the  Aquage  de  la  Yegua  to  the 
Pecos  river? 

Answer.  About  seven  or  eight  leagues. 

Question.  What  is  the  distance  from  Pajarito  to  the  Pecos  river? 

Answer.  About  nine  miles,  more  or  less. 

Questioned  by  the  Surveyor  General : 

Question.  Was  the  town  of  Chaperito  in  existence  when  you  were 
steward  for  Don  Juan  Pino  ? 
Answer.  It  was  not. 

Question.  Which  of  the  three  roads  to  the  Conchas  is  the  largest? 
Answer.  The  lower  one — the  one  below  the  house. 
Question.  How  old  are  you? 

*  Mojoneras  signifies  mounds  as  well  as  landmark*,  and  the  term  is  used  in  its  former 
signification  in  this  instance. — Traruiator. 
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Answer.  Forty-seven  years  of  age. 

Re-examined  by  counsel  for  Beck : 

Question.  Bid  you  know  that  country  in  1819? 
Answer.  No;  I  knew  it  in  1826. 

Questioned  by  the  Surveyor  General : 

Question.  Which  of  the  three  roads  was  known  as  the  old  rood 
when  you  were  there? 
Answer.  The  one  above  the  house  above  the  mill-dam. 

FRANCISCO  SALAZAR. 

Luis  Griego  sworn. 
Questioned  by  counsel  for  Beck  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  farm  of  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Rio  de 
las  Gallinas? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Have  you  resided  there,  and  for  how  long? 

Answer.  Yes.  The  first  time  from  April,  1825,  until  November, 
1826 ;  afterwards  I  was  there  as  overseer  of  the  cows  from  the  month 
of  January,  1833,  until  March,  1834. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  table-land  of  the  Aguage  de  la  Yegua? 

Answer    Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  table-land  of  Pajarito? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  And  the  point  of  the  table-land  of  the  Chupaines? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  And  the  Pecos  river? 

Answer.  I  know  it. 

Question.  Are  they  well  known  points? 

Answer.  They  are. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  Conchas? 

Answer.  I  know  two  places  called  the  Conchas — the  one  is  called 
"El  Rincon  de  las  Conchas,"  and  the  other  "El  Ojito  de  las  Conchas." 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  Canon  of  Laureano? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Into  what  river  does  it  empty,  and  where? 

Answer.  In  the  Gallinas  river,  on  the  west. 

Question.  Does  it  empty  above  or  below  Chaperito. 

Answer.  Above,  on  the  north. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  road  or  roads  leading  to  the  Conchas? 

Answer.  I  know  two  roads — the  upper  one  leads  to  the  Rincon  de 
las  Conchas,  and  the  other  passes  by  the  little  spring  of  the  Conchas. 
(Ojito  de  las  Conchas.) 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  long  those  roads  have  been  there? 

Answer.  They  were  there  when  I  went  there  for  the  first  time,  in 
1826. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  the  little  table-land  of  the  Con- 
chas is? 

Answer.  It  is  the  same  that  forms  the  table-land  of  the  Rincon  de 
las  Conchas. 

Question.  Is  it  to  the  north  or  south  of  the  Aguage  de  la  Yegua? 
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Answer.  It  is  east  of  the  Aguage  de  la  Yequa. 

Question.  How  much  land  did  you  occupy  when  you  were  overseer 
of  the  stock  at  the  farm  of  San  Juan  Bautista  de  las  Gallinas  as  be- 
longing to  Pino? 

Answer.  While  I  was  overseer  I  occupied  the  land  covered  by  the 
cattle  as  far  as  the  animal  in  the  lead  went. 

Question.  Did  you  prohibit  others  from  pasturing  their  stock  on 
this  land,  and  to  what  distance? 

Answer.  I  had  orders  from  Don  Juan  not  to  allow  flocks  to  be  pas- 
tured within  the  points  first  questioned,  that  is,  within  Pajarito  on 
the  east,  the  table  lands  of  the  Aguage  de  la  Yequa  on  the  north,  on 
the  west  the  table  land  of  the  Chupaines,  and  on  the  south  the  Pecos 
river. 

Question.  Did  you  allow  them  to  pasture  within  those  limits  or  not  ? 

Answer.  When  I  saw  them  I  drove  them  off,  as  I  was  ordered. 
They  only  pastured  there  when  I  did  not  see  them,  as  it  was  a  large 
range. 

Question.  Between  the  Aguage  de  la  Yequa  and  the  Chupaines, 
and  the  Gallinas,  what  was  the  northern  boundary  of  the  range? 

Answer.  I  recognized  the  point  of  the  table  land  of  the  Aguage  de 
la  Yequa  as  the  northern  boundary.  I  recognized  no  land  marks,  as 
I  did  not  know  there  were  any. 

Question.  Is  the  town  of  Chaperito  to  the  north  or  south  of  the 
point  of  the  table  land  of  the  Aguage  de  la  Yequa  ? 

Answer.  To  the  north. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  the  range  of  Don  Antonio  Ortiz  was  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Where  was  it? 

Answer.  In  those  years  it  was  called  the  "Valles  de  San  Augus- 
tin,"  now  it  is  full  of  people  and  fields. 

Question.  How  far  are  the  Valles  de  San  Augustin  above  Cha- 
perito, more  or  less  ? 

Answer.  Over  one  league. 

Question.  How  far  is  it  from  the  point  of  the  table  land  of  the 
Chupaines  to  the  Pecos  river,  towards  the  south  ? 

Answer.  About  two  leagues,  more  or  less. 

Question.  What  is  the  distance,  more  or  less,  from  the  table  land 
of  Pajarito  to  the  Pecos  river,  in  a  southerly  direction  ? 

Answer.  It  is  some  distance.  I  have  not  travelled  it ;  I  have  only 
seen  it  in  the  distance  ;  it  cannot  be  less  than  twenty  leagues,  more 
or  less. 

Question.  How  far  is  it  from  Pajarito  to  the  Pecos  river,  at  its 
nearest  point  ? 

Answer.  About  fifteen  or  eighteen  leagues. 

Question.  What  is  the  distance,  more  or  less,  from  Pino's  house  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Gallinas  river  ? 

Answer.  It  is  over  two  leagues  south. 

Question.  How  many  head  of  stock  did  Pino  have  on  his  farm, 
more  or  less? 

Answer.  He  had  over  seven  hundred  head  of  cattle.     I  do  not 
know  how  many  thousand  sheep  and  goats. 
30 
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Question.  How  many  sheep  and  goats  do  yon  think  he  had,  more 
or  less? 

Answer.  By  his  will,  which  he  made  in  1833,  when  he  went  to 
Mexico  as  deputy,  lie  had  eighty  thousand. 

Question.  Where  does  the  lower  road  leading  to  the  Conchas  cross 
the  Gallinas? 

Answer.  Above  the  house,  to  the  north. 

Question.  How  far  is  it  from  where  the  lower  road  crosses  the  river 
to  the  upper  road  ? 

Answer.  About  three  leagues. 

Question.  Which  of  these  two  roads  is  the  most  used? 

Answer.  The  one  nearest  to  the  house,  I  saw,  was  travelled  the 
most  in  those  years. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  roads  now  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Which  of  the  two  roads  is  most  travelled  now? 

Answer.  It  is  many  years  since  I  have  seen  either  of  them  travelled. 

Questioned  by  the  surveyor  general : 

Question.  Which  of  the  two  roads  was  called  the  road  to  the  Conchas? 

Answer.  The  upper  road  was  called  the  road  to  the  "Bincon  de  los 
Conchas,1'  and  the  lower  one,  which  passed  by  the  house,  was  called 
the  "Cumanchero"  road,  and  led  to  the  little  spring  of  the  Conchas. 
It  was  also  called  the  road  to  the  Ojito  de  las  Conchas. 

Question.  While  you  had  charge  of  the  stock  did  you  see  any  land- 
marks there  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  While  you  were  overseer  did  not  Pino  show  you  any 
landmarks  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  tell  me  to  examine  the  boundaries. 

Questioned  by  the  counsel  for  P.  Beck,  jr.: 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  the  Gallinas  river  forms  the  corner 
of  a  table  land  ? 

Answer.  It  forms  a  corner  to  the  north  of  the  Chupaines,  on  the 
eastern  side,  where  the  road  comes  down  by  the  little  hill  of  La 
Cruz  del  Tecolote,  and  leads  to  the  house. 

Question.  Does  the  river  form  that  corner  above  the  upper  road 
leading  to  the  Conchas,  or  below  ? 

Answer.  Below. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  point  on  the  Gallinas  river  called, 
"where  it  forms  a  corner  of  a  table  land." 

Answer.  On  the  Gallinas  river  where  it  forms  a  corner  I  do  not 
know.     The  river  has  many  turns  and  forms  many  corners. 

Question.  On  what  point  on  the  Gallinas  river  are  those  corners  ? 

Answer.  All  along  the  river. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  it  forms  the  corner  of  a  table  land  ? 
^  Answer.  The  point  called  El  Bincon  de  los  Chupaines  is  not  on  the 
river. 

Cross-examined  by  counsel  for  Hatch : 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  the  canon  of  Aguilar  is  ? 
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Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Is  it  above  or  below  the  road  leading  to  the  Bincon  de 
las  Conchas? 

Answer.  Below. 

Question.  Is  it  between  the  two  roads  ? 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  canon  of  Aguilar  besides  the  one 
referred  to  by  you? 

Answer.  I  have  not  known  any  other  in  that  neighborhood. 

Question.  In  which  direction  is  the  little  table  land  of  the  Conchas 
from  the  canon  of  Aguilar  ? 

Answer.  To  the  north  of  east. 

Question.  In  what  direction  is  the  cafXada  of  Sauriano  from  the 
the  canon  of  Aguilar  ? 

Answer.  To  the  north. 

Question.  When  you  knew  these  two  roads,  was  any  of  them  a  wagon 
road,  and  which  of  the  two  ? 

Answer.  The  one  by  the  house. 

Question.  Was  the  other  more  than  a  bridle  path  ? 

Answer.  It  was  travelled  by  pack  mules  and  by  animals  brought  from 
Cumanches. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  upper  road  was  called? 

Answer.  In  those  years  it  was  called  the  Yireda  Blanca. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  the  road  comes  down  the  table  land 
to  the  Gallinas  river  ? 

Answer.  Above  the  Canada  of  Aguilar. 

Question.  How  far? 

Answer.  It  is  far. 

Question.  On  which  side  of  the  Gallinas  river  is  the  Canada  of 
Laureno  ? 

Answer.  The  eastern  side  and  empties  towards  the  west. 

Question.  Was  the  farm  abandoned  before  Pino  died,  and  when? 

Answer.  I  went  to  Mexico  in  1834,  the  stock  was  there,  Pino  died 
in  1838. 

Question.  Did  you  not  state  on  a  previous  occasion  before  the  court 
that  they  abandoned  the  farm  on  account  of  the  enemy  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  stated  that  I  left  there  for  fear  of  the  Indians,  but  I 
delivered  the  stock  to  another  overseer. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  overseer  to  whom  you  de- 
livered the  stock  ? 

Answer.  Don  Vicente  Ortiz. 

Question.  How  long  was  Don  Vicente  Ortiz  overseer? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  I  went  to  Mexico. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Francisco  Montoya? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Was  Francisco  Montoya  with  Pino  while  you  were  there? 

Answer.  He  was  not  there  permanently ;  I  knew  him  when  he  made 
journey 8  to  the  Gallinas,  to  San  Miguel  and  to  the  Bio  Abajo. 

Question.  How  many  times  was  Montoya  at  the  Galligas  while  you 
were  there,  more  or  less  ? 
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Answer.  Four  or  five  times,  more  or  less,  to  bring  cows  and  other 
things. 

Re-questioned  by  the  council  for  Beck : 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Pino  request  you  to  return  to  the  farm  as  over- 
seer when  you  returned  from  Mexico  ? 

Answer.  He  requested  me  to  continue  in  the  service  of  the  house  in 
1838,  but  I  did  not  wish  to  do  so. 

Question.  Why  did  you  come  away  from  the  farm  in  1834  when 
you  left  it  ? 

Answer.  Because  my  father  did  not  wish  me  to  continue  there,  as 
the  Indians  had  stolen  some  cattle  from  me  in  January. 

Question.  What  damage  did  the  Indians  do? 

Answer.  They  stole  the  animals  ;  I  had  to  go  round  the  farm,  they 
wounded  one  man  in  the  leg,  they  stripped  one  man  and  let  him  go, 
and  they  killed  two  oxen  as  they  went  on. 

Re-questioned  by  the  council  for  Hatch : 

Question.  Do  the  two  roads  leading  to  the  Conchas  intersect  each 
other  towards  the  east? 

Answer.  Thev  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  other  road  leading  from  the  "  Rin- 
con  de  las  Chupaines"  to  the  Conchas,  besides  the  two  mentioned? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Questioned  by  the  surveyor  general : 

Question.  Did  Pino  reside  at  any  time  upon  his  farm,  and  did  he 
break  up  land  for  cultivation  ? 

Answer.  He  did,  and  broke  up  land  and  gathered  crops  also. 

Question.  How  much  land  did  he  cultivate? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  how  much.  He  cultivated  the  valley  on  both 
sides  of  the  river. 

LOUIS  GRIEGO. 


Testimony  of  Francisco  Bragado,  witness/or  Alexander  Hatch. 

Questioned  by  the  council  for  Hatch : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  Lives  in  San  Miguel. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there? 

Answer.  From  his  birth  up  to  the  present  time,  and  is  about 
years  of  age. 

Question..  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  section  of  country- 
know  as  the  Gallinas,  Chaperito  and  Conchas  ? 

Answer.  I  am 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  it? 

Answer.  From  the  time  I  was  about  12  years  of  age. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  the  old  road  runs  from  San  Miguel  to 
the  Conchas? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  State  where  the  old  road  crosses  the  Gallinas  river. 
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Answer.  It  crosses  directly  opposite  the  month  of  the  canon  com- 
monly known  by  the  name  of  El  Salitre. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  the  old  house  stood  on  the  farm  of 
San  Juan  Bautista  del  Bio  de  las  Gallinas? 

Answer.  It  stood  about  one  league  below  where  the  road  crosdts  the 
river. 

Question.  About  what  year  was  it  when  you  first  knew  that  road? 

Answer.  The  first  time  I  went  on  a  trip  I  travelled  that  road.  I 
was  then  about  twelve  years  old. 

Question  by  surveyor  general.  To  what  point  does  the  road  run 
after  it  crosses  the  Gallinas  river  ? 

Answer.  It  goes  to  the  Conchas — to  the  Conchas  spring 

A  question  by  the  surveyor  general.  Was  the  road  much  used  at 
that  time  ? 

Answer.  It  was  much  used.  It  was  a  narrow  road.  It  was  not  a 
wagon  road. 

Question.  Did  you  travel  it  after  that  first  time  often,  and  how 
often? 

Answer.  I  did  about  eight  or  ten  times. 

Question.  Is  that  road  in  existence  now,  and  can  it  be  traced  ? 

Answer.  Some  portions  can  yet  be  seen ;  others  are  obliterated. 

Question.  Can  it  be  traced  in  the  section  of  country  near  the  Galli- 
nas, and  by  what  marks? 

Answer.  It  can,  if  I  am  furnished  with  some  paper.  I  will  trace 
the  road  from  where  it  starts  at  San  Miguel  to  where  it  joins  the  new 
road.     (The  party  being  furnished  with  materials,  drew  the  map.) 

Question.  When  you  first  knew  the  old  road  to  the  Conchas,  did 
you  know  of  any  other  road  leading  there ;  and  if  so,  in  what  direc- 
tion did  it  run? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  any  other. 

Question.  If  there  is  any  other  road  or  bridle  path  leading  to  the 
Conchas,  how  long  have  you  known  them? 

Answer.  I  have  known  the  road  travelled  now  by  wagons  and  carts, 
running  below  the  old  road,  since  1832. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  Vereda  Blanca,  and  how  long  have  you 
known  it? 

Answer.  I  have  known  it  since  1841. 

Question.  Does  it  run  north  of  the  old  road,  and  how  far  north? 
#  Answer.  It  runs  four  or  five  leagues  north,  where  it  crosses  the  Gal- 
linas, from  the  old  road. 

Question.  When  you  first  knew  the  old  road  to  the  Conchas,  did 
it  have  the  appearance  of  a  new  road,  or  an  old  one? 

Answer.  It  bad  already  been  travelled  many  years  when  I  knew  it. 

Cross-examined  by  counsel  for  Beck: 

Question.  When  did  you  first  know  the  old  road  mentioned  by  you, 
was  it  not  called  the  road  to  the  Cumanchuia  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not.  It  was  called  the  camino  de  las  Conchas  by 
those  travelling  with  me.  Where  the  same  road  ascends  the  Chupaines 
Mesa,  and  comes  down  towards  Tecolate,  it  is  called  to  this  day  the 
Cumanche  trail. 

Question.  Is  there  not  another  road  leading  to  the  Conchas  that 
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passes  along  the  foot  of  the  Mesa  below  the  Mesa  del  Aguage  de  la 
Yequa  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  such  road. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  lived  on  the  Gallinas  tract  of  land? 

Answer.  I  have  not.  I  have  been  there  frequently  for  some  time 
with  my  flocks. 

Question.  Did  yon  pasture  your  flocks  on  the  Conchas  or  Gallinas? 

Answer.  At  both  places. 

Question  by  the  surveyor  general.  Have  you  any  interest  in  the 
Pino  claim,  or  any  house  or  improvement  on  that  claim? 

A.D8W6T      I  llftVG  not 

FRANCISCO  BRAGADO  Y  RIBERA.  [Rubrick.] 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me.  this  13th  July,  1856. 

WM.  PELHAM, 

Surveyor  General. 

Antonio  Saena  sworn. 

Questioned  by  counsel  for  Hatch : 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  farm  of  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Rio  de 
las  Conchas? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Chaperito? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  at  the  ruins  of  farm  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Who  distributed  the  lands  of  Chaperito? 

Answer.  Don  Juan  de  Dios  Maese. 

Question.  Who  distributed  the  lands  below  Chaperito,  on  the  Gal- 
Unas  river? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  road  leading  to  the  Conchas  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  travelled  it,  or  seen  it.  I  have  only  heard  H 
passes  above  Pino's  house. 

Question.  To  what  point  up  the  Gallinas  river  was  considered  as 
the  farm  of  Don  Juan  rino  when  you  distributed  the  land  ? 

(Objected  to  by  opposite  counsel.     Objection  overruled  by  court.) 

Answer.  When  I  distributed  the  lands,  I  inquired  of  the  parties  in- 
terested in  the  distribution,  and  they  answered  that  from  the  old  road 
down  belonged  to  Don  Juan  Pino. 

Question.  Did  you  distribute  lands  above  or  below  this  old  road? 

Answer.  Above. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  Mr.  Hatch's  farm  is  situated? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Where  is  it  situated? 

Answer.  Mr.  Hatch  took  possession  on  the  land  which  I  gave  to 
Don  Miguel  Jaramillo  at  the  very  Canada  of  Aguilar.  I  do  not  know 
how  much  further  down  he  has  taken. 

Question.  Is  the  Canada  of  Aguilar  above  or  below  the  town  of 
Chaperito. 
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Answer.  Below. 

Question.  How  far  is  it  from  Chaperito  to  Canada  de  Aguilar,  mere 
or  less? 

Answer.  One  league,  more  or  less. 

Question.  In  what  year  did  you  distribute  those  lands? 

Answer.  In  the  year  1845. 

Questioned  by  the  surveyor  general : 

Questioa.  In  what  year  did  you  know  the  country  around  Chaperito? 

Answer.  In  the  year  1845. 

Question.  Which  is  the  road  leading  from  San  Miguel  to  the  Con- 
chas, and  is  there  more  than  one? 

Answer.  I  have  never  been  there.  I  am  not  a  native  of  this  coun- 
try.    I  came  here  in  1822,  and  went  to  Las  Vegas  in  1841. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  load  leading  from  San  Miguel  to 
to  the  Conchas,  called  the  old  road? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  The  roads  that  come  down  to  the  valleys  all 
lead  to  the  Conchas  and  other  places. 

Questioned  by  counsel  for  Beck: 

Question.  How  often  have  you  been  at  the  Canada  de  Aguilar. 
Answer.  Three  or  four  times  after  it  was  settled. 
Question.  Were  you  ever  there  before  it  was  settled? 
Answer.  When  I  made  the  first  distribution. 

ANTONIO  SAENS. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe%  New  Mexico,  August  25,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  translation  of  the  testimony  taken  in  the 
claim  of  Preston  Beck,  jr.,  present  claimant  to  the  Ojito  de  las  Con- 
chas. DAVID  V.  WHITING,  Translator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  translation,  made  in  the  office, 
of  the  original  testimony  taken  in  the  claim  of  Preston  Beck,  jr.,  to 
the  Ojito  de  las  Gallinas, 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


United  States  of  America,  I 
Territory  of  New  Mexico,  )    * 

2b  the  Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico  : 

Preston  Beck,  junior,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  resident 
of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  respectfully  represents  to  you,  that 
he  is  the  claimant  and  legal  owner,  m  fee,  of  a  certain  tract  of  land, 
lying  and  being  situate  in  the  county  of  San  Miguel,  in  said  Territory 
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of  New  Mexico,  and  known  as  the  "  Hacienda  de  San  Jnan  Bautista 
del  Ojito  del  Bio  de  las  Gallinas,"  and  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
land  marks  of  the  sitio  of  Don  Antonio  Ortiz,  and  the  Mesa  of  the 
"  Agnage  de  la  Yegua  ;"  on  the  south  by  the  river  Pecos ;  on  the  east 
by  the  Mesa  of  Pajarita ;  on  the  west  by  the  point  of  the  Mesa  of  the 
Chupaines  ;  all  of  which  points  and  boundaries  are  well-known  land- 
marks in  the  said  county  of  San  Miguel ;  and  the  said  Preston  Beck, 
the  " present  claimant/'  claims  a  perfect  title  to  said  land  by  virtue 
of  a  grant  made  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  by  Bartolome  Baca,  gover- 
nor and  superior  political  chief  of  the  province  of  New  Mexico,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  approbation  of  the  provincial  deputation  of  the 
said  province  of  New  Mexico,  to  one  Juan  Estevan  Pino,  a  citizen  of 
Mexico  ;  which  said  grant  was  made  as  aforesaid  by  authority  of  the 
laws,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  in  force  at  that 
time,  and  of  the  laws  and  regulations  of  Spain,  which  were  declared 
and  recognized  to  be  in  force  and  effect  at  that  time  in  the  republic 
of  Mexico.  For  which  power  and  authority  see  "  Collection  of  the 
Decrees  and  Orders  of  the  Cortes  of  Spain/'  which  are  considered  in 
force  in  Mexico,  published  in  Mexico  by  Martano  Galvan,  in  1829, 
page  56,  and  from  pages  91  to  101.  See  also  the  decree  of  Mexico  of 
June  4,  and  September  18, 1823,  pages  123  and  180  of  2d  vol.  Galvan's 
Decrees.  See  Ordenanzas  de  Terras  y  Aguas,  and  8  Peters'  Reports, 
436;  15  Peters',  130;  1  Howard,  24;  6  Peters',  691;  Holcomb's 
United  States  Digest,  358  to  363. 

The  said  Preston  Beck,  claimant,  further  states  that  he  cannot  show 
the  quantity  of  land  claimed  by  him,  except  as  set  forth  in  said  grant, 
as  within  the  above  described  well  known  meets  and  boundaries ;  nor 
can  he  furnish  a  plat  of  survey,  as  no  survey  has  ever  been  executed. 
Claimant  further  states  that  one  Alexander  Hatch,  and  about  one 
hundred  other  persons  have  settled  upon  said  grant  without  a  title 
from  any  person,  or  from  any  government,  and  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  the  existence  of  the  claim  now  presented.  Claimant  further  states 
that,  by  virtue  of  said  grant,  Juan  Estevan  Pino  was  lawfully  put  in 
possession  of  said  tract  of  land  by  the  competent  authorities,  and  set- 
tled upon  said  claim  with  a  large  amount  of  property,  and  there  held 
possession  of  the  same  for  the  space  of  twenty-one  years,  and  until  ex- 
pelled by  the  hostilities  of  the  savage  Indian  tribes  ;  that  upon  the 
death  of  Juan  Estevan  Pino,  the  said  tract  of  land  was  inherited  by 
his  two  sons,  Justo  Pino  and  Manual  D.  Pino,  who  were  his  only 
heirs,  and  the  present  claimant  claims  his  title  by  virtue  of  deeds  from 
Justo  Pino  and  Gertrudes  Rascon  his  wife,  and  from  Manuel  D.  Pino 
and  Josefa  Ortez  his  wife ;  all  of  original  grants  and  deeds  of  transfer 
and  documentary  titles,  marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  are  herewith  filed  and 
made  part  of  this  claim.  Claimant  files  this  his  said  claim  before 
you,  under  the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  22d  July, 
1854,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  offices  of  surveyor  general  of 
New  Mexico,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska,  to  grant  donations  to  actual  set- 
tlers therein,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  respectfully  asks  confirma- 
tion by  you  of  his  said  claim. 

PRESTOS  BECK,  Jr., 
By  H.  N.  SMITH,  his  Attorney. 
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Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General, 


Preston  Beck,  Jr.,  ") 

Assignee  of  the  heirs  of  Juan  Estevan  Pino,  ( 

versus 
Alexander  Hatch  and  others. 

This  case  was  filed  in  this  office  by  Preston  Beck,  jr.,  as  present 
claimant,  under  a  conveyance  from  the  heirs  of  Juan  Estevan  Pinot 
and  their  wives,  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  1855. 

On  the  6th  day  of  December,  1823,  Juan  Estevan  Pino,  a  citizen  of 
this  Territory,  petitioned  BartolomS  Baca,  acting  superior  political 
chief  of  the  province  of  New  Mexico,  for  a  grant  of  land  in  the  county 
of  San  Miguel,  to  be  known  as  the  "  Hacienda  de  San  Juan  Bautista 
del  Ojito  del  Rio  de  las  Gallinas,"  with  the  following  boundaries: 
on  the  north,  the  landmarks  of  the  tract  of  Don  Antonio  Ortiz,  and 
the  table  lands  of  the  Aguage  de  la  Yegua ;  on  the  south,  the  Pecos 
river ;  on  the  east,  the  table  lands  of  Pajarito ;  and  on  the  west,  the 
point  of  the  table  land  of  the  Chupaines. 

This  petition  was  transmitted  by  Bartolomfi  Baca,  acting  superior 

Sditical  chief,  to  the  most  excellent  provincial  deputation  of  New 
exico,  on  the  18th  day  of  December,  1823,  recommending  the  grant 
to  be  made  to  the  petitioner,  and,  in  compliance  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  political  chief,  the  provincial  deputation  of  New 
Mexico  did,  on  the  23d  day  of  December,  grant  to  Juan  Estevan  Pino, 
for  himself  and  his  legitimate  heirs,  the  land  asked  for  in  the  petition, 
with  the  boundaries  therein  set  forth. 

On  the  same  day  BartolomS  Baca,  acting  superior  political  chief, 
issued  his  granting  decree,  in  pursuance  ot  the  action  taken  by  the 
provincial  deputation  in  the  premises,  requiring  the  party  to  place 
permanent  and  fixed  landmarks  to  his  possession,  in  order  that  in  all 
time  to  come  the  dividing  line  of  his  possession  might  be  known. 

On  the  29th  day  of  the  month  ot  August,  1825,  the  party  was 
placed  in  possession  of  the  land  granted  to  him  by  Don  Tomas  Sena, 
constitutional  justice  (alcalde)  of  the  corporation  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
Ban  Miguel  del  Bado,  with  all  the  formalities  required  by  law. 

On  the  15 th  day  of  July,  1848,  Manuel  Doroteo  Pino  and  Justo 
Pastor  Pino,  the  legitimate  heirs  of  Juan  Estevan  Pino,  transferred 
all  their  right,  title,  and  interest  in  and  to  the  above  grant  of  land, 
to  their  wives,  Dona  Josefa  Ortiz  and  Dona  Gertrudis  Rascon. 

On  the  18th  day  of  June,  1853,  Manuel  Doroteo  Pino  and  Josefa 
Ortiz,  his  wife,  conveyed  to  Hugh  N.  Smith,  trustee  for  Preston  Beck, 
jr.,  the  one  undivided  half  of  said  tract  of  land  known  as  the  "  Haci- 
enda de  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Ojito  del  Bio  de  las  Gallinas/'  and  on 
the  30th  day  of  October,  1854,  Justo  Pastor  Pino  and  Gertrudie  Bascon, 
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his  wife,  conveyed  to  Preston  Beck,  jr.,  the  remaining  undivided  one 
half  of  said  tract  of  land. 

The  present  claimant  alleges  in  his  petition  that  one  Alexander 
Hatch,  and  about  one  hundred  other  persons,  have  settled  upon  said 
grant  without  a  title  from  any  person,  or  from  any  government,  and 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  grant  filed  by  the 
claimant. 

The  above  case  was  set  for  hearing  on  the  20th  day  of  August,  1855, 
and  the  testimony  presented  by  the  claimant  being  taken,  the  counsel 
for  claimant  rested  his  case ;  on  the  13th  day  of  July,  1856,  the  counsel 
for  the  settlers  closed  their  testimony  and  rested  their  case. 

The  case  was  argued  by  Mr.  Hugh  N.  Smith  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Tomp- 
kins for  the  claimant,  and  Mr.  M.  Ashurst  for  Alexander  Hatch  and 
others. 

The  following  are  the  principal  objections  made  by  the  counsel  for 
Hatch,  et  al.,  against  the  confirmation  of  the  grant : 

1.  The  want  of  authority  vested  in  the  political  chief  of  the  Terri- 
tory, Bartolome  Baca,  to  make  a  grant  of  land — the  republic  of 
Mexico  having  just  severed  itself  from  the  sovereignty  of  the  Spanish 
government  and  no  permanent  government  being  established,  and  all 
the  laws  of  the  Spanish  government  previously  in  force  being  annulled 
by  the  act  of  independence. 

2.  The  indefiniteness  of  the  grant,  there  being  no  landmarks  estab- 
lished as  required  by  law. 

3.  That  Juan  Estevan  Pino,  the  grantee,  had  forfeited  all  right  to 
the  land  granted  to  him,  on  account  of  its  non-occupancy  for  the  time 
required  by  law. 

This  case  was  argued  very  elaborately  by  the  counsel  on  both  sides, 
and  many  points  concerning  the  boundaries  of  the  grant  were  intro- 
duced in  the  testimony  and  the  arguments,  which  this  office  deems 
unnecessary,  at  present,  to  notice,  as  they  have  no  direct  reference  to 
the  validity  of  the  grant. 

This  case  has  been  considered  by  this  office  with  much  attention  ; 
and  as  it  is  understood  that  the  validity  of  nearly  all  the  private  land 
claims  in  this  Territory  depends  upon  the  same  principles,  all  the 
authorities  that  could  be  procured,  having  any  bearing  on  the  case, 
have  been  carefully  examined  and  maturely  deliberated. 

The  documents  presented  in  this  case  are  original,  and  the  signa- 
tures of  the  granting  officers  and  conveyors  are  proven  by  testimony 
to  be  genuine,  and  the  chain  of  title  from  the  original  grantee  to  the 
present  claimant  is  complete. 

The  government  of  Spain  vested  in  the  supreme  officers  of  the 
ultramarine  provinces  under  its  sovereignty,  the  right  of  separating 
from  the  public  domain  such  portions  of  land  as  they  deemea  proper 
for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  and  the  encouragement  of  stock- 
raising,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  orders  and  decrees  of  the 
Spanish  government,  and  the  recopilation  of  the  Indies. — White's  Reco- 
pilacion.  When  Mexico  was  severed  from  the  sovereignty  of  Spain, 
and  became  a  separate  and  independent  government,  in  the  year  1821, 
it  was  expressly  declared  that  "  all  the  authority  necessary  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  and  other  public  acts,  should  emanate  from 
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the  empire  [Mexican]  itself.  It  has  seen  proper  to  confirm  and  con- 
tinue in  office  all  the  authorities  for  the  present,  and  according  to  the 
plan  of  Iguala  and  the  treaties  of  the  city  of  Cordova,  in  order  to 
legalize  the  exercise  of  their  respective  powers." — Gal  van's  Decrees, 
vol,  1. 

The  fifteenth  article  of  the  plan  of  Igual&  declares  that  "  all  politi- 
cal, civil  and  military,  and  ecclesiastical  officers,  shall  continue  as 
they  are  at  the  present  day;  those  only  shall  he  removed  who  do  not 
subscribe  to  the  plan,"  &c. — Galvan's  Decrees,  vol.  1,  page  4. 

The  twelfth  section  of  the  treaty  of  C6rdova  also  declares  that  "the 
provisional  assembly  shall  be  governed  by  the  laws  then  in  force, 
where  they  are  not  contrary  to  the  plan  of  Iguald." — Gal  van's  De- 
crees, vol.  1,  page  7. 

There  was,  therefore,  no  interregnum  in  the  government,  and  the 
plan  of  Iguala  and  the  treaty  of  Cordova  vested  in  the  officers  of  the 
new  government  the  same  power  and  authority  exercised  by  them 
under  the  sovereignty  of  Spain. 

In  the  absence  of  the  governor  from  the  Territory,  it  was  custom- 
ary for  the  oldest  member  of  the  provincial  deputation  to  assume  his 
duties,  under  the  title  of  "  Ge/e  Politico"  as  in  the  present  case,  and 
full  power  and  authority  vested  in  him  to  do  and  perform  all  the 
duties  appertaining  to  the  office  of  the  governor.  In  the  present  case, 
however,  the  grant  was  made  by  the  provincial  deputation,  the 
supreme  authority  of  the  Territory,  and  the  granting  decree  of  the 
political  chief  was  but  a  fulfilment  of  the  enactment  of  that  body — of 
whose  authority  to  dispose  of  the  public  domain  there  is  no  question. 

The  boundaries  set  forth  in  the  granting  decree  are  natural  points 
well  known  to  all  the  community ;  and  in  the  absence  of  any  survey, 
which  was  not  required  in  the  grant,  are  amply  sufficient  to  designate 
such  portion  of  land  as  was  intended  to  be  severed  from  the  public 
domain. 

The  evidence  presented  by  the  claimant  shows  that  the  grantee  did 
have  possession  of  the  land  granted  to  him — that  he  occupied  it  with 
his  stock,  and  cultivated  certain  portions  of  it,  and  that  he  continued 
to  do  so  until  he  was  driven  off  by  the  hostile  Indians.  Not  having 
voluntarily  abandoned  the  land,  he  did  not,  therefore,  forfeit  his  right 
to  the  grant. 

^  The  intention  of  the  provincial  deputation,  and  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  governor,  and  no  conditions  being  attached  to  it,  makes 
the  grant  a  positive  and  absolute  one,  and  vests  in  the  grantee  a  title 
in  fee  to  all  the  land  embraced  within  the  boundaries  set  forth  in  the 
granting  decree. 

The  objections  made  by  counsel  against  the  validity  of  the  grant 
are  therefore  overruled. 

Believing  this  to  be  one  of  the  cases  coming  under  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  of  1848,  and  having  strong  claims 
to  validity  under  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  in  similar  cases,  the  grant  made  to  Juan  Estevan  Pino  to  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  land  in  the  county  of  San  Miguel,  and  known  as  the 
"  Hacienda  de  San  Juan  Bautista  del  Ojito  del  Rio  de  las  Gallinas," 
and  of  which  Preston  Beck,  jr.,  is  the  present  claimant,  is  hereby 
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approved ;  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  is  respectfully  recom- 
mended to  cause  a  patent  to  be  issued  to  the  said  Preston  Beck,  jr., 
by  the  proper  department,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed. 

WILLIAM  PELHAM, 

Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  decision  now  on  file  in 
this  office. 

WILLIAM  PELHAM, 

Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


Documents  accompanying  claim  No.  3, 


Grant,  Spanish  copy,  No.  1. 
Grant,  translation,  No.  2. 
Testimony,  notice,  No.  3. 
Decision,  No.  4. 


CLAIM  No.  S. 

Ano  de        1739        Akos. 

Nueva  Polacion  de  Nuestra  Senora  de  la  Concepcion  de  Tome  Domin* 
guez,  criada  yfundadapor  d  Semor  Don  Gaspar  Domingo  de  Menr 
doza,  Gobernador  y  Capitan  General  de  este  Reyno  de  la  Nueva 
Mejico,  consta  en  ciwUrofojas,  can  esta. 

Sexor  Alcalde  Mator  :  Todos  los  firmados  en  esta  comparacemos 
ante  Vm.  y  juntos  y  congregados,  y  cada  uno  de  por  si,  decimos ;  que 

{>ara  que  sea  servido  el  Senor  Gobernador  de  darles  un  sitio  adonde 
laman  Tom6  Dominguez,  &  los  primeros  que  lo  solicitaron  y  se  desis- 
tieron  de  poblar,  por  cuyo  motivo  pedimos  merced  de  dicho  sitio.  Por 
lo  cual  suplicamos  &  Vmd.  sea  muy  servido  **[eaten  by  mice]**  por 
aquel  entonces,  a  **[eaten  by  mice]**  dichos  pobladores,  hallandonos 
nosotros  en  disposicion  de  poblar  en  el  tiempo  de  la  ley;  &  Vmd.  pedi- 
mos se  sirva  darnos  la  merced  que  tiene  recojida,  pues  sabe  impetra- 
mos  con  justicia  y  necesidad,  pues  nos  hallamos,  tan  estrechos,  cared- 
endo  de  lenas,  pastos  para  nuestras  hacienditas  y  lograr  el  ensanchar- 
nos,  &  sembrar  y  crido,  pues  no  se  puede  ya  en  esta  villa  de  Albu- 
querque, por  los  muchos  pisos  que  experimentamos,  y  el  no  poder 
lograr  ni  to  que  criamos,  y  en  alguna  manera,  ni  nuestras  labores ;  por 
cortedad  de  aguas ;  y  en  los  mas,  tierras  que  las  tenemos  cortas  y  mur 
estrechos,  &c.  Por  todo  lo  cual,  &  Vmd.  pedimos,  y  suplicamos  set 
muy  servido  el  concedernos  lo  que  llevamos  pedido  que  recibiremof 
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merced  con  justicia,  y  juramos  en  toda  forma  no  ser  de  malicia,  pro- 
testamoB  costas,  y  en  lo  necesario,  &c. 

Juan  Barelar— Joseh  Salas — Juan  Ballejos — Manuel  Carrillo — Juan 
Montano — Domingo  Cedillo— Matias  Romero— Bernardo  Ballejo — 
Gregorio  Jaramillo — Francisco  Sanchez — Pedro  Romero— Phelipe 
Barela — Lugardo  Ballejos — Agustin  Gallego— AlonzoPerea — Thomas 
Samora — Nicolas  Garcia — Ignacio  Baca^— Salvador  Manuel — Francisco 
Silva — Francisco  Rivfera — Juan  Antonio  Zamora — Miguel  Lucero — 
Joachin  Sedillo— Simon  Samora — Xpritoval  Gallegos — Juan  Balle- 
jos, grande-— Jacinto  Barela — Diego  Gonzalez. 

En  esta  villa  de  San  Phelipe  de  Albuquerque,  en  dos  dias  del  mes 
de  Julio  del  afio  de  mil  setecientos  y  tnenty  y  nueve  anos,  por  ante 
mi,  el  Capitan  Juan  Gonzalez  Baz,  Alcalde  Mayor  de  dicha  villa  y  su 
jurisdiction,  la  presentaron  los  contenidos  en  ella,  y  por  mi  vista, 
digo :  Que  noles  puedo  dar  la  merced  que  piden,  por  tener  ya  reco- 
jida,  por  orden  de  mi  Gobernador,  hasta  tanto  que  consul te  con  su 
Seooria,  &  quien  hago  remision  de  este  pedimento  para  que  en  su  vista 
determine  su  Seiioria  lo  que  mas  convenga.  Asi  lo  provei,  y  fir  me, 
antuando  por  receptoria,  con  dos  testigos  de  asistencia,  &  falta  de  es- 
cribano  publico  y  real,  que  no  lo  hay  en  este  reyno,  fecho  ut  supra. 

JUAN  GONZALES  BAZ. 
Testigo : 
Bsr.  Alejandro  Gonzalez. 
Salvador  Martinez. 

Don  Gaspar  Domingo  de  Mendoza,  Gobernador  y  Capitan  General 
de  este  Beyno  de  la  Nueva  Mejico,  por  S.  M.  visto  este,  lo  hube  por 

{tresentato,  y  en  atencion  a  la  suplica  que  hacen  los  mencionados  en  el, 
es  concedo,  en  nombre  de  S.  M.  (Dios  le  guarde)  la  merced  del  sitio 
que  piden,  llamada  el  sitio  de  tome  Dominguez,  para  si,  sus  sucesores, 
y  quien  mas  derecho  tenga  bajo  los  requisitos  y  circumstancias  que  en 
semejantes  casos  se  requieren,  y  el  que  halla  de  ser  sin  perjuicio  de 
alguno  el  poblarlo,  mantenerlo  y  beneficiarlo  el  tiempo  que  previe- 
nen  las  leyes,  por  lo  que  debia  de  mandar  y  mande.  Que  dicho  al- 
calde mayor,  6  su  theniente,  a  quienes  corresponde,  los  ponga  en  po- 
secion  de  las  mencionadas  tierras,  arreglanaose  en  todo,  &  lo  que  & 
cada  uno  debe  corresponder,  &  fin  de  que  se  eviten  las  diferencias  que 
en  adelante  pueden  ofrecerse.  Asi  lo  provei,  mande  y  firme,  antuando 
por  receptoria,  con  testigos  de  asistencia,  &  falta  de  Escribano  real  y 
publico,  que  no  lo  hay  en  este  reyno,  y  en  el  comun  papel  por  no  cor- 
rer  otro. 

DON  GASPAR  DOMINGO  DE  MENDOZA. 
Antonio  de  Hekrero. 
Joseh.  Terbtts. 

Bepresentacion. — En  la  nueva  Foblazon  de  Nuestra  Senora  de  la 
Conception  de  Thome  Dominguez,  criada  y  fundada  por  el  Senor  Don 
Gaspar  Domingo  de  Mendoza,  actual  Gobernador  y  Capitan  General 
de  este  reyno  de  la  Nueva  Mejico,  en  treinta  dias  del  mes  de  Julio  del 
afio  de  mil  setecientos  treinta  y  nueve  anos.  Yo,  el  Cappn.  Juan  Gon- 
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zalez  Baz,  Alcalde  Mayor  y  Cappn.  &  Guerra  de  la  Villa  de  San 
Phelipe  de  Albuquerque,  y  los  distritos  de  su  jurisdiction,  en  yirtad 
del  anto  pronuuciado  y  arriba  proveido  por  dicho  Sor :  Publicada 
y  pregonada  la  real  posecion,  cjue  en  orden  a  lo  mandado  se  debia 
dar,  juntos  todos  los  que  la  debian  aprender,  pas€  al  referido  pil- 
es to,  y  puntos  todos,  los  entere  del  anto ;  los  coxi  de  la  mano,  los 
pacie,    por   la  tierra,   dieron    voces,    arrancaron  y    ervas,  tiraron 
piedras,  segun  los  requisites  que  el  derecho  dispone,  y  habiendose 
aposesionado  de  dichas  tierras  &  los  nuevos  pobladores,  les  di  el  titulo, 
j  avocacion  que  en  la  poblacion  debian  tener,  siendo  el  que  lie vo  refer- 
ido, de  Nuestra  Senora  de  la  Concepcion  de  Thome  Dominguez,  cuya 
titular  fiesta  prometieron  guardar  y  celebrar  cada  un  ano,  y  puestala 
primera  diligencia,  pase  &  senalar  los  linderos,  que  segun  el  primer 
escripto  tenian  pedidos,  siendo  los  siguientes :  Por  el  poniente,  el  Bio 
del  Norte ;  por  el  sur,  el  parage  que  comunmente  11am an  do  los  tres 
Alamos;  por  el  oriente,  con  la  sierra  madre  que  llaman  de  Sandia;  y 
por  el  norte,  con  la  punta  de  los  Esteros  del  cerro  que  llaman  de 
Tome*  Dominguez,  en  cuyos  principales  linderos  les  mande  perpetnar 
bus  memorias,  con  perpetuas  mohoneras  senalandoles  tambien,  por 
modo  de  buena  economica,  por  lo  general  pastos,  aguas  y  abrebaderos, 
y  usos  y  costumbres,  para  todos,  y  que  los  gozen  sin  contradiccion  al- 
guna,  con  apercibimiento  que  cada  uno  los  goze,  sin  contradiccion  al- 
guna,  por  iguales  partes,  asi  el  mas  rico,  como  el  mas  pobre,  y  en 
virtud  de  lo  mandado  les  pronuncio,  por  bastante  titulo  esta  real  po- 
secion, para  que  gozen  sus  tierras  por  si,  sus  hijos,  herederos  y  suoe- 
sores,  ahora  y  siempre,  a  su  voluntad,  mandandoles,  como  les  mando, 
lo  pueblen  dentro  del  termino  que  por  reales  ordenazas  se  dispone,  y 
para  su  mayor  quietud,  paz,  tranquilidad  y  buena  Concordia,  pase  a 
seiialarles  las  tierras  que  cada  familia  debia  sembrar,  siendo  &  cada 
una,  la  longitud  de  una  fanega  de  maiz  de  sembradura,  dos  fanegas 
de  trigo,  huerta  y  solar  de  casa,  siendo  como  sigue  :  Se  senalo  &  Fran- 
cisco Sanchez  lo  dicho  en  general,  por  el  poniente  con  el  Rio  del  Norte 
y  **[torn]**  arroyo  6  brazo  seco  que  sale  de  dicho  Rio  **[torn]**  lin- 
dan  con  tierras  de  Matias  Romero  **[torn]**  con  ellas  las  tierras  de 
Ignacio  Baca,  con  ellas  Lugardo  Ballejo,  con  estas  lindan  las  tierras 
**[torn]**  estas  lindan  las  tierras  de  Bernardo  Ballejo  **[torn]** 
tierras  de  Juan  Ballejo,  el  grandecon  estes**[torn]**  Gregorio  Jara- 
millo,  con  estas  lindan  las  tierras  de  Josefa  Gutierrez,  con  estas,  un 
cuerpo  de  las  tierras  de  su  hermano  Gregorio  Gutierrez  **[torn]** 
las  tierras  lindando  con  ellas,  las  de  Miguel  Lucero  **[torn]**  con 
ellas  las  de  Francisco  de  Silva,  con  estas  lindan  las  de  Juan  Ballejo  el 
mozo,  con  estas  lindan  las  tierras  de  Manuel  Carrillo,  y  su  hermana 
Jacinta  Martin  Carrillo  **[torn]**  un  cuerpo  las  tierras  de  Juan  Ba- 
rela  **[torn]**  Bentura  Romero,  Domingo  Sedillo,  **[torn]**  Salva- 
dor Manuel  Marquez,  Manuel  Cedillo,  **[torn]**  Jacinto  Barela  y 
Agustin  Gallego,  siendo  **[torn]**  les  pertenece  y  queda  senalado 
**[torn]**  por  la  parte  del  oriente  **[torn]**  Cristobal  Gallego,  Fe- 
lipe Barela  **[torn**J  Simon  Zamora  y  Juan  Montano  **[tornl**  que 
Uevan  senalado,  en  tierras  heriasas,  para  que  segun  **[torn]**  pa- 
resca  estar  convencidos  **[torn]**  posecion  fue  dada  **[torn]**  ha- 
biendo  quedado  todos  muy  gustosos,  ahora  y  en  todo  tiempo,  sin  faltar 
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en  an  solo  pun  to  k  lo  mandado,  ni  lo  que  deben  observar  dichos  pobla- 
dores. 

Y  para  que  conste,  lo  firme  antuando  por  receptoria,  con  los  testi- 
gos  de  asistencia,  &  falta  de  Escribano  publico  y  Real  que  no  le  hay  en 
erte  Reyno,  en  dicho  dia  ut  supra,  &c. — enmendado — Franco.  San- 
chez— vale— 

JUAN  GONZALES  BAZ. 
Testigo : 
Alejandro  Gonzalez. 
Tsidro  Sanchez. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department. 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico ,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  grant  of  Tome,  as  con- 
tained in  the  certified  copy  made  in  the  year  1836,  by  order  of  Albino 
Perez,  civil  and  military  political  chief  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico, 
and  filed  by  the  claimants,  the  original,  taken  from  the  archives  of 
the  Territory  and  on  file  in  this  office,  being  so  much  torn  and  de- 
stroyed by  mice  as  to  be  very  imperfect  and  scarcely  legible. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING, 

Translator. 


Surveror  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

David  V.  Whiting,  whose  genuine  signature  appears  subscribed  to 
the  foregoing  certificate,  is,  and  was,  at  the  time  of  signing  the  same, 
the  translator  of  this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


[Translation.] 

Tear  1739. 

New  settlement  of  "Nuesta  SeSora  de  la  Concepcion  de  Tome  Do- 
minguez,"  instituted  and  established  by  Don  Gaspar  Domingo  de 
Mendoza,  governor  and  captain  general  of  this  kingdom  of  New 
Mexico,  contained  in  four  pages,  including  this. 

Sir  Senior  Justice:  All  the  undersigned  appear  before  you,  and  all 
and  jointly,  and  each  one  for  himself,  state,  that  in  order  that  his 
excellency  the  governor  may  be  pleased  to  donate  to  them  the  land 
called  Tome  Dominguez,  granted  to  those  who  first  solicited  the  same, 
and  who  declined  settling  thereupon,  we  therefore  ask  that  the  land  be 
granted  to  us;   we  therefore  pray  you  to  be  pleased  *[eaten  by  mice]* 
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at  that  time  to  *  [eaten  by  mice]*  said  settlers,  we  being  disposed  to 
settle  upon  the  same  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law ;  we  pray  you  to 
be  pleased  to  give  us  the  grant  which  you  have  caused  to  be  returned, 
as  you  are  aware  that  our  petition  is  founded  upon  justice  and  neces- 
sity, our  present  condition  being  very  limited,  with  scarcity  of  wood, 
pasture  for  our  stock,  and  unable  to  extend  our  cultivation  and  raising 
of  stock  in  this  town  of  Albuquerque,  on  account  of  the  many  foot- 
paths encroaching  upon  us,  and  not  allowed  to  reap  the  benefit  of 
what  we  raise,  and,  in  a  measure,  not  even  our  crops  on  account  of 
the  scarcity  of  water,  and  with  most  of  us  our  lands  are  of  little  extent 
and  much  confined,  &c.  In  view  of  all  which  we  pray  and  request 
you  to  be  pleased  to  grant  our  petition,  by  doing  which  we  will  re- 
ceive grace  with  justice  ;  and  we  swear  in  all  form  that  it  is  not  done 
in  malice;  we  protest  costs  and  whatever  may  be  necessary. 

Juan  Barela,  Joseh  Salas,  Juan  Ballejos,  Manuel  Carillo,  Juan 
Montano,  Domingo  Cedillo,  Matias  Romero,  Bernardo  Ballejo,  Gre- 
gorio  Jamarillo,  Francisco  Sanchez,  Pedro  Romero,  Phelipe  Barela, 
Lugardo  Ballejos,  Augustin  Gallegos,  Alonzo  Perea,  Thomas  Sa- 
mora,  Nicholas  Garcia,  Ignacio  Baca,  Salvador  Manuel,  Francisco 
Silva,  Francisco  Rivera,  Juan  Antonio  Zamora,  Miguel  Lucero,  Jo- 
achim Sedillo,  Simon  Samora,  Xpritoval  Gallegos,  Juan  Ballejos, 
grande,  Jacinto  Barela,  Diego  Gonzalez. 

In  this  town  of  San  Phelipe  de  Albuburque,  on  the  second  day  of 
the  month  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  and  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-nine,  before  me,  Captain  Juan  Gonzalez  Baz,  senior  justice  of 
said  town  and  its  jurisdiction,  came  the  persons  contained  in  the 
above  petition,  which  by  me  seen,  I  state:  That  I  cannot  deliver  to 
them  the  grant  asked  for,  as  it  has  been  returned  by  order  of  my 
governor,  until  I  consult  with  his  excellency,  to  whom  this  petition 
is  referred,  that  seeing  it,  his  excellency  may  determine  whatever  may 
be  proper.  I  have  so  ordered  and  signed,  acting  by  appointment, 
with  two  attending  witnesses,  in  the  absence  of  a  public  or  royal 
notary,  there  being  none  in  this  kingdom.     Date,  ut  supra. 

JUAN  GONZALEZ  BAZ. 
Witness : 

B.  S.  R.  Alejandro  Gonzalez. 

Salvador  Martinez. 

Don  Gaspar  Domingo  de  Mendoza,  governor  and  captain  general 
of  this  kingdom  of  New  Mexico,  for  his  majesty,  having  seen  the 
above,  I  considered  it  as  presented,  and  in  view  of  the  request  of  the 
individuals  therein  contained,  grant  to  them,  in  the  name  of  his 
majesty,  whom  may  God  preserve,  the  land  petitioned  for,  called 
the  land  of  Tomfe  Dominguez,  for  themselves,  their  successors,  and 
whoever  may  have  a  right  thereto  under  the  conditions  and  circum- 
stances required  in  such  cases,  and  which  is  to  be  without  prohibition 
to  any  one  desiring  to  settle  the  same,  holding  and  improving  it 
during  the  time  required  by  law.  In  view  of  which,  I  should  order, 
and  did  order,  that  said  senior  justice  or  his  lieutenant,  whose  duty  it 
is,  shall  place  them  in  the  possession  of  the  aforementioned  lands, 
giving  in  all  cases  to  each  one  the  portion  he  may  be  entitled  to  in 
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order  to  avoid  difficulties  which  may  occur  in  the  future.  I  have  so 
provided,  ordered,  and  signed,  acting  hy  appointment,  with  attend- 
ing witnesses,  in  the  absence  of  a  royal  or  public  notary,  there  being 
none  in  this  kingdom,  and  on  common  paper,  there  being  none  other. 

DON  GA8PAR  DOMINGO  DE  MENDOZA. 

Antonio  de  Hkrrero. 

Josbh  Terrus. 

Possession. — In  the  new  settlement  of  "  Nuestra  Se5ora  de  la  Con- 
ception de  Thomi  Dominguez,"  instituted  and  established  by  Don 
Gaspar  Domingo  de  Mendoza,  actual  governor  and  captain-general  of 
this  kingdom  of  New  Mexico,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  the  month  of 
July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  I,  Cap- 
tain Juan  Gonzalez  Baz,  senior  justice  and  war  captain  of  the  town  of 
8an  Phelipe  de  Albuquerque,  and  the  districts  within  its  jurisdiction, 
by  virtue  of  the  decree  issued  and  above  provided  by  said  governor, 
the  royal  possession  ordered  to  be  given  being  published  and  promul- 
gated, and  the  parties  concerned  being  together,  I  proceeded  to  the 
above-mentioned  place,  and  all  being  present,  I  notified  them  of  the 
decree  ;  I  took  them  by  the  hand,  walked  with  them  over  the  land  ; 
they  cried  out,  pulled  up  weeds,  threw  stones,  as  required  by  law  ;  and 
having  placed  the  new  settlers  in  possession  of  said  lands,  I  gave  them 
the  title  and  vocacion  they  should  have  in  the  settlement,  which  bears 
the  name  aforementioned,  of  "Nuestra  Senora  de  la  Concepcion  de 
Thomi  Dominguez,"  whose  titular  feast  they  promised  to  observe  and 
celebrate  every  year.    And  the  first  proceedings  having  been  noted,  I 
proceeded  to  establish  the  boundaries  as  contained  in  the  first  petition, 
which  are  as  follows  :  on  the  west  the  Del  Norte  river,  on  the  south 
the  place  commonly  called  "  Los  Tres  Alamos,"  on  the  east  the  main 
ridge  called  Sandia,  and  on  the  north  the  point  of  the  marsh  at  the 
hill  called  Tome  Dominguez;  at  which  principal  boundaries  I  ordered 
them  to  perpetuate  their  existence  with  permanent  landmarks,  point- 
ing out  to  them  also,  as  a  means  of  good  economy,  their  common  pas- 
tures, water,  and  watering  places,  and  uses  and  customs  for  all,  to  be 
used  without  any  dispute,  with  the  condition  that  each  one  is  to  use 
the  same  without  dispute,  in  equal  portions,  the  richest  as  well  as  the 
poorest ;  and  by  virtue  of  what  has  been  ordered,  I  pronounce  this  royal 
possession  as  sufficient  title  for  themselves,  their  children,  heirs  and 
successors,  to  hold  their  lands  now  and  forever  at  their  will ;  directing 
them,  as  I  do  direct  them,  to  settle  the  same  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  the  royal  ordinances  ;  and  for  their  greater  quietude,  peace,  tran- 
quillity and  harmony,  I  proceeded  to  point  out  the  land  each  family 
should  cultivate,  each  one  receiving  in  length  a  sufficient  quantity  to 

[)lant  one  fanega  of  corn,  two  of  wheat,  garden  and  house  lot,  as  foll- 
ows :  To  Francisco  Sanchez,  the  general  boundary  on  the  west,  the 
Del  Norte  river  and  (torn)  arroyo  or  dry  branch  running  out  from 
said  river,  (torn)  bounded  by  lands  of  Matias  Romero,  (torn  ;)  with 
them  the  lands  of  Ygnacio  Baca ;  with  them  Lugardo  Ballejo ;  with 
these  the  lands  of  (torn)  these  are  bounded  by  the  lands  of  Bernardo 
Ballejo,  (torn)  lands  of  Juan  Ballejo  el  grande ;  with  these  (torn) 
Gregorio    Jaramillo ;  with  these  are  bounded  the  lands  of  Josefa 

31 
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Gutierrez ;  with  these  a  body  of  the  lands  of  her  brother  Gregorio 
Gutierriz,  (torn)  the  lands  bounded  by  them;  those  of  Miguel  Lucero, 
(torn;)  with  them  those  of  Francisco  de  Silva;  with  these  are  those  of 
Juan  Ballejo  the  youngest;  with  these  are  bounded  the  lands  of  Man- 
uel Carrillo  and  his  sister  Jacinta  Martin  Carrillo,  (torn)  a  body  of 
the  lands  of  Juan  Barela,  (torn)  Ventura  Romero,  Domingo  Sedillo, 
(torn)  Salvador  Manuel  Marquez,  Manuel  Carrillo,  (torn)  Jacinto  Ba- 
rela and  Augustin  Gallejo,  (torn)  on  the  east,  (torn)  Cristobal  Galle- 
gos,  Felipe  Barela,  (torn)  Simon  Zamora  and  Juan  Montaiio,  (torn) 
which  are  distributed  on  uncultivated  ground  in  order  that  (torn)  ap- 
pear to  be  agreed  upon  (torn)  possession  was  given,  (torn)  all  having 
expressed  themselves  satisfied  now  and  in  the  future,  without  failing 
to  comply  in  one  single  instance  with  what  had  been  ordered,  nor  in 
which  said  settlers  should  observe.  And  in  order  that  it  may  so  ap- 
pear, I  signed,  acting  by  appointment,  with  attending  witnesses,  in 
the  absence  of  a  public  ana  royal  notary,  there  being  none  in  this 
kingdom,  on  said  day  ut  vupra  dec,  corrected. 

FRANSISCO  SANCHEZ. 
JUAN  GOZALEZ  BAZ. 
Witnesses : 

Alejandro  Gonzalez. 

Ysidro  Sanchez. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  August  25,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  translation  of  the  copy  of  the  original 
grant  to  the  settlers  of  Tome,  filed  by  the  claimants. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING, 

Translator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  translation  made  in  this  office 
of  the  grant  to  the  settlers  of  Tome,  filed  by  the  claimants. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General. 


Territory  of  New  Mexico, 
Santa  Fe  county. 

To  the  Hon.  William  Pelham,  surveyor  general  of  the  Territory  of  JVeir 

Mexico : 

Your  petitioners,  the  inhabitants  of  the  sitio  of  Tom6,  in  the  countj 
of  Valencia,  New  Mexico,  would  respectfully  state  to  you,  that  in  the 
year  1739  one  Juan  Barela  and  others  petitioned  one  Gaspar  Domingo 
Mendoza,  then  captain-general  and  governor  of  the  province  of  New 
Mexico,  under  the  crown  of  Spain,  for  a  grant  of  the  sitio  of  Tom<5  Do- 
minguez.    Your  petitioners  would  further  state,  that  said  petition  wai 
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duly  presented,  and  being  fully  considered  by  said  governor,  a  grant 
of  land  was  made  to  said  petitioners  on  the  30th  day  of  July,  1739, 
called  the  sitio  of  Tome  Dominguez,  situate  now  in  the  county  of 
Valencia,  and  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Eio  del  Norte ;  on  the  south 
by  the  stopping  place  called  the  Three  Trees  ;   on  the  east  with  the 
Sierra  Madre,  called  Sandia  ;  and  on  the  north  by  la  punta  de  los 
Esteros  del  Serro  que  llaman  de  Tome  Dominquez ;  which  said  grant 
was  made  to  said  petitioners  and  their  heirs  in  fee,  and  was  duly  taken 
possession  of  by  said  grantees,  in  accordance  with  the  forms  of  law 
then  in  force,  and  has  ever  since  that  time  been  in  the  quiet  and 
peaceable  possession  of  said  grantees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  without 
any  adverse  claim  of  any  kind  from  any  source  whatever.      Your 
petitioners  further  state  that  the  town  of  Tome  is  situated  on  said 
grant,  and  the  residence  and  farms  of  your  petitioners,  who  have 
inherited  the  same  from  the  original  grantees,  or  acquired  them  by 
purchase.     Four  petitioners  further  state  that  they  are  not  able  to  state 
the  number  of  leagues  contained  within  the  boundaries  of  said  grant, 
as  no  survey  of  the  same  has  as  yet  ever  been  made,  but  the  boun- 
daries mentioned  in  said  grant  are  well  known  and  easily  identified. 

Your  petitioners,  the  inhabitants  of  said  sitio,  to  the  end  that  their 
title  may  be  recognized  and  perfected  under  the  act  of  Congress,  in 
such  case  made  and  provided,  herewith  present  a  copy  of  said  grant 
for  your  consideration,  and  report  marked  with  the  letter  (W.)  AH  of 
which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  inhabitants  of  Tom6 : 

By  JOHN  S.  WATTS,  Attorney. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  F4,  New  Mexico y  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  notice  filed  in  this  office  by  the 
attorney  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  sitio  of  Tome  for  a  confirmation  of 
their  grant. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General. 


Town  of  Tomi. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fi,  New  Mexico,  September  2,  1856. 

The  claim  to  this  town  was  filed  in  this  office  on  the  6th  day  of 
August,  1856. 

In  the  year  1739  Juan  Barela  and  others  petitioned  Juan  Gonzalez 
Baz,  the  senior  justice  of  the  town  of  Albuquerque,  to  grant  them  a 
tract  of  land  which  had  been  previously  granted  to  one  Tom6  Do- 
minguez, and  which  grant  had  been  revoked  by  the  governor  and 
captain- general . 

This  petition  was  referred  by  the  senior  justice,  on  the  2d  day  of 
July,  1739,  to  Gaspar  Domingo  de  Mendoza,  governor  and  captain-gen- 
eral of  the  Territory,  who  granted  them  the  lands  in  the  name  of  hi 
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Majesty ;  and  on  the  30th  day  of  July,  1739,  Juan  Gonzalez  Baz,  senior 
justice,  and  war  captain  of  the  town  of  San  Philipe  de  Albuquerque,  and 
the  districts  under  its  jurisdiction,  placed  the  said  Barela  and  com- 
panions in  possession  of  the  land  so  granted,  with  the  following 
boundaries :  on  the  west,  the  Del  Norte  river  ;  on  the  south  the  place 
commonly  called  "  Los  Tres  Alamos  ;"  on  the  east  the  Sierra  Madre, 
called  Sandia ;  and  on  the  north  the  point  of  the  marsh  of  the  hill 
called  Tom6  Dominguez. 

The  original  grant  of  the  land  embraced  in  this  claim  was  selected 
from  the  archives  of  the  Territory  found  at  this  place,  but  in  so  dilapi- 
dated a  condition,  and  so  much  eaten  by  mice,  that  it  is  not  legible. 
This  office  has,  therefore,  acted  upon  a  certified  copy,  made  in  the 
year  1836,  filed  by  the  claimant. 

The  signature  of  the  governor  and  captain-general  on  the  original 
grant,  on  comparison  with  others  of  the  same  officer  in  this  office, 
appears  to  be  genuine,  and  the  boundaries  on  the  original  are  com- 
plete, and  correspond  with  those  on  the  copy. 

The  heirs  and  successors  of  the  parties  to  whom  this  grant  was 
made  have  been  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  the  land  for  one  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  years,  without  any  adverse  claim  from  any  person 
whatsoever. 

The  decrees  and  orders  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the  recapitula- 
tion of  the  Indians,  conferred  upon  the  governors  of  Territories  under 
its  jurisdiction  the  power  of  distributing  the  public  lands,  and  this 
grant  was  made  in  pursuance  of  the  power  so  vested;  and  the  grant  to 
the  said  town  of  Tome  is  therefore  approved,  and  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  respectfully  recommended  to  confirm  the  same,  causing 
a  patent  to  issue  therefor  by  the  proper  department,  and  that  the  land 
embraced  within  the  limits  set  forth  in  the  grant  be  surveyed. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  F4}  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


CLAIM  No.  3. 

Documents  accompanying  claim  No.  3. 


Grant,  (Spanish  copy,)  No.  1. 
Grant,  (translation,)  No.  2. 
Testimony,  No.  3. 
Decision,  JJo.  4. 
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[Valga  por  el  Sello  Tercero,  para  los  aBos  832  y  833.] 

[Rubric.  J 

Sob.  Gefb  Politico  :  El  C.  Manuel  Martinez  en  union  de  ocho 
hijos  yarones  y  algunos  otros  que  voluntariamente  me  quieren  acorn- 
paiiar,  ante  VS.  como  mas  arreglado  &  derecho  proceda,  parezco  y  digo. 
Que  habiendo  registrado  un  terreno  para  labor  y  pasteo  de  bienes  de 
campo,  situado  &  las  margenes  del  Bio  de  Cliama,  y  conocido  por  el 
nomhre  de  la  Tierra  Amarilla,  cuyos  linderos  son :  Por  el  oriente,  la 
cordillera  de  la  sierra  ;  por  el  poniente,  la  linea  del  Puerto  &  la  La- 
guna  de  los  Caballos ;  por  el  norte,  el  Bio  de  Navajo ;  y  por  el  sur,  el 
Bio  de  las  Nutrias;  suplico  &  VS.  tenga  la  bondad  de  elevar  esta  mi 
solicitud  al  conocimiento  de  la  Exma.  Diputacion  Territorial  a  efecto 
de  que  SE.  se  6irva  concederme  la  correspondiente  meroed,  6  nombre 
de  la  soberania  de  la  Nacion  Mejicana,  &  que  tenemos  el  honor  de  per- 
tenecer ;  y  cuya  gracia  solicita  el  impetrante,  por  estar  satisfecho  de 
que  no  resulta  perjuicio  de  tercero,  ni  mucho  menos  de  comunidad, 
respecto  de  hallarse  separado  de  los  confines  de  esta  jurisdiction  de 
Abiquiu,  de  doude  soy  vecino,  cosa  de  siete  leguas,  mas  que  menos. 

La  presente  solicitud,  no  lleva  otro  objeto  que  el  de  mejorar  de  situ- 
acion ;  pues  aunque  en  esta  jurisdiction  disfruto  algunos  terrenos  para 
labor,  es  evidente  que  aquellos  se  hallan  tan  dementados,  envejecidos, 
y  cansados,  que  ya  el  es  mero  mas  esquisito ;  y  el  trabajo  mas  labo- 
rioso,  no  basta  para  cosechar  siquiera  lo  muy  preciso. 

En  tal  virtud  y  &  SE.  por  conducto  de  VS.  pido  y  suplico  se  sirva 
acceder  &  mi  solicitud  ;  para  que  el  dia  que  la  parca  corte  el  hilo  &  mi 
vida,  esta  la  termine  con  el  consuelo  de  que  dejo  &  mi  familia  un  re- 
curso  para  subvenir  &  su  subsistencia,  sin  necessidad  de  sacrificios  y 
afanes  de  mucho  cos  to,  y  ningun  provecho.     Juro,  &c. 

Abiquiu,  23  de  Abril  de  1832. 

MANUEL  MABTINEZ. 

Santa  Fk,  Abril  29,  1832. 

Como  lo  pide  el  presentante,  pase  esta  instancia  &  la  Exma.  Dipu- 
putacion  Territorial. 

ABBEU. 
Sria.  de  la  Exma.  Diputacion  de  este  Territorio,  Quado.  No.  1,  fs.  3. 

Santa  Ffi,  Abril  25,  1832. 

En  seclon  de  esta  dia  ha  acordado  SE.  pase  esta  instancia  al  Ayun- 
tamiento  Constitucional  de  Abiquiu  para  que  informe. 

ABBEU,  Srio. 

Abiquiu,  Mayo  15  de  1832. 

En  obedecimiento  al  decreto  del  Sefior  Gefe  Politico,  fecha  25  de 
Abril,  y  determinacion  de  la  Exma.  Diputacion  Territorial  &  que  in- 
forme el  Ayuntamiento  la  solicitud  del  C.  Manuel  Martinez  del  ter- 
reno de  tierra  que  se  interesa  &  posear  con  sus  hijos  y  demas  vecinos  que 
lo  acorn  pan  en,  en  secion  de  esta  dia,  despues  de  bien  discutido  y  preme- 
ditado,  es  de  parecer  que  las  tierras  que  solicita  el  impetrante  son  de 
bella  calidad,  de  mucho  pasto,  agua,  lena  y  capaz  de  mantener  quini- 
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entas  familias  sin  propiedad  ni  perjuicio  de  tercero,  quedando  libres  los 
pantos  y  abrebaderos  comunes  para  Ipdos  los  habitantes  de  esta  juris- 
diction de  Abiquiu,  por  ser  los  pastos  comunes,  7  de  consiguiente  si 
VE.  tuviere  &  bien  de  conceder  la  posecion,  no  tierre  impedimento  de 
tercero,  es  cuanto  puede  informar  sobre  el  particular. 
^  Pablo  Ygno.  Gallegos — Jos6  Maria  Chaves — Franco.  Anto.  Aten- 
cio — Jose  Anto.  Martinez — Anto.  Miera. 

ANTO.  ABAD.  DURAN, 
V  t^t  Secretario. 


Exmo.  Sbnor  :  El  C.  Manuel  Martinez,  vecino  de  la  jurisdiction  de 
Abiquiu,  en  la  solicitud  que  sobre  posecion  de  tierras  tiene  ante  YE. 
pendiente,  respectuosamente  espone,  que  habiendose  dignado  VS. 
acordar  en  secion  de  25  del  pasado  Abril  el  que  mi  petition  pasase  al 
respetable  Ayuntamiento  de  este  pueblo  para  que  informase  sobre  el 
particular,  mas  como  dicha  corporation  no  objeta  mi  pretenciou  con 
obise  alguno  directo,  para  que  no  se  me  conceda  la  propiedad  que  soli- 
cito,  &ntes  dice ;  que  la  feracidad  del  terreno  es,  en  concepto  de  dicba 
corporation,  capaz  para  mantener  hasta  quinientas  familias;  pero 
como  pone  la  coartada,  para  que  sea  propiedad  legitima,  diciendo, 
"  quedando  libres  los  pastos  y  abrebaderos  comunes  para  todos  los 
habitantes  de  esta  jurisdiccion  de  Abiquiu,"  me  veo  en  la  presicion  de 
ocurrir  de  nuevo  &  VE.  manifestando :  que  estando  el  terreno  que 
solicito,  distante  de  Abiquiu  y  sus  ejidos  siete  leguas,  mas  que  menos, 
me  seria  mas  perjudicial  que  beneficioso  el  terreno  que  en  propiedad 
he  pedido,  respecto  de  que  no  puede  ser  comun  lo  que  se  destina  &  pro- 
piedad particular,  pues  para  esto  se  senalan  los  linderos  de  su  demar- 
cacion  ;  sin  perjuicio  de  los  pastos,  abrebaderos,  caminos  y  travesias 
para  todo  individuo  que  transite  con  ganados,  caballadas,  etc. ,  para 
otros  puntos  desiertos,  y  que  no  esten  sujetos  &  propiedad  particular, 
de  uno  6  mas  individuos,  como  la  que  he  pedido,  pues  ciertamente 
seria  doloroso  el  que  los  ganaderos  de  Abiquiu  fuesen  &  poner  rancho 
de  pasteo  permanente,  dentro  de  los  linderos  que  seiiala  la  propiedad 

Sue  pretendo,  bajo  la  salvaguardia  de  que  la  merced  se  concedia  que- 
ando  comun  &  los  de  Abiquiu,  los  pastos  y  abrebaderos,  para  usar  de 
ellos  libremente  y  en  perjuicio  de  los  proprietaries ;  y  esto  solo  servir& 
para  sucitar  pleitos  y  contiendas  intermmables,  respeto  que  lo  que  es 
de  todos  en  comun,  no  es  de  nadie  en  propiedad. 

Sube  de  punto  Exmo.  Senor,  la  necesidad  quede  esto  tengo,  &  causa 
de  que  el  terreno  que  poseo  en  esta  jurisdiccion,  ha  quedado  sin  riego 
de  pie,  por  haberseme  despojado  de  la  acequia  con  que  unicamente  10 
podia  hacer.  Por  lo  espuesto,  &  VE.  pi  do  y  sfiplico  se  sirva  tomar  en 
consideration  las  razones  vertidas  en  esta  instancia.  para  que  si  la 
benignidad  de  VE.  fuere  servida  acceder  &  mi  petition  se  me  d€  testi- 
monio  de  todo  lo  practicado,  para  que  me  sirva  de  titulo  y  resguardo 
en  todo  tiempo,  6  como  VE.  determine  mejor  en  el  asunto,  como  que 
es  merced  lo  que  pido.  Juro,  etc. 
Abiquiu,  16  de  Julio  de  1832.  , 

MANUEL  MARTINEZ. 
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Quado.  1*,/.  4. — Secretaria  de  la  Exma.  Diputacion  Territorial  de 

Nuevo  Mqico,  Santa  Fe,  Julio  20  de  1832. 

La  Exma.  Diputacion,  en  secion  del  dia  de  ayer  se  ba  servido,  en 
consecuencia  de  la  solicitud  antecedente,  aprobar  los  art.  sigtes. 

1°:  Se  donar&  &  los  impetrantes  el  sitio  de  la  Tierra  Amarilla,  bajo 
la  demarcacion  de  limites  que  si  tan. 

2°.  El  Alcalde  Constitucionai  de  Abiquiu  pasarfi,  &  hacer  dicha  do- 
nation, entregando  acada  uno  de  los  que  se  agreguen  impetrantes,  de- 
terminado  numero  de  varas  &  poder  recibir  de  semilla,  como  de  4  &  5 
fas.  de  trigo  en  un  calculo  prudente,  que  &  esto  le  parezca  y  les  baga 
un  documento  de  la  donation. 

3*.  Que  los  pastos,  abrebaderos,  y  caminos  queden  libres  segun  las 
costumbres  comunmente  tenidas  en  toda  poblacion. 

4°.  Que  por  el  secretario  de  YE.  se  entriegun  &  las  partes  los  antos 
sobre  la  materia,  proveyendoles  la  respectiva  noticia  de  lo  que  se  ha 
determinado,  &  fin  de  que  sean  presentados  al  Alcalde  del  punto  refe- 
rido,  y  este  practique  lo  en  ella  dictado. 

Proveelo  en  observancia  de  lo  resuelto. 

ABREU,  Secretario. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  grant  on  file  in  this 
office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING, 

Translator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

David  V.  Whiting,  whose  genuine  signature  appears  subscribed  to 
the  foregoing  certificate,  is,  and  was  at  the  time  of  signing  the  same, 
the  translator  of  this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


[Translation.] 

[Equivalent  to  seal  third,  for  the  years  1832  and  1833.] 

To  Sir  Political  Chief  : 

The  citizen  Manuel  Martinez,  together  with  eight  male  children, 
and  others  who  may  voluntarily  desire  to  accompany  nim,  appears  before 
your  excellency  in  the  manner  most  conformable  to  law,  and  states 
that  having  registered  a  tract  of  land  for  cultivation  and  pasturage, 
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situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Chama  river,  and  known  as  the  Tierra 
Amarilla,  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  range  of  mountains,  on  the  west 
on  a  line  with  the  mouth  of  the  laguna  de  los  Caballos,  on  the  north 
by  the  Navajo  river,  and  on  the  south  by  the  Nutrias  river.  I  pray 
your  excellency  to  have  the  kindness  to  lay  this,  my  petition,  before 
the  most  excellent  territorial  deputation,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
from  its  excellency  the  proper  grants  in  the  name  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  Mexican  nation,  to  which  we  have  the  honor  to  belong,  which 
grant  is  solicited  by  the  petitioner,  as  he  is  satisfied  that  it  will  injure 
no  third  party,  much  less  any  community,  being  distant  from  the  bor- 
ders of  the  jurisdiction  of  Abiquiu,  where  I  reside,  about  seven  leagues, 
more  than  less. 

The  present  petition  has  no  other  object  than  that  of  improving  my 
condition  ;  and  although  I  am  the  proprietor  of  certain  tillable  land 
within  this  jurisdiction,  it  is  evident  that  they  are  so  old,  and  so  much 
impoverished  and  worn,  that  with  the  most  exquisite  labor  they  will 
not  produce  a  sufficient  crop  for  our  necessary  subsistence. 

Therefore,  through  your  excellency,  I  pray  and  request  its  excel- 
lency to  accede  to  my  petition,  so  that  on  the  day  when  fate  shall  cut 
asunder  the  thread  of  my  life,  it  may  be  terminated  with  the  assurance 
that  I  leave  my  family  with  the  means  of  procuring  their  subsistence 
without  the  necessity  of  sacrifice  and  anxieties  which  cost  a  great  deal, 
and  are  of  no  benefit.     I  swear,  &c. 

MANUEL  MARTINES. 

Abiquiu,  April  23,  1832. 


Santa  Fe,  April  25,  1832. 

As  requested  by  the  petitioner,  this  petition  is  submitted  to  the  most 
excellent  territorial  deputation. 

ABREU. 


Office  of  the  secretary  of  the  most  excellent  deputation  of  this  Ter- 
rity.     Book  No.  1,  page  3. 

Santa  Fe,  April  25,  1832. 

In  session  of  to-day,  its  excellency  has  resolved  to  refer  this  petition 
to  the  constitutional  corporation  of  Abiquiu  to  report  thereon. 

ABBEU,  Secretary. 


Abiquiu,  May  15,  1832. 

In  compliance  with  the  decree  of  his  excellency,  the  political  chief, 
dated  April  25,  and  the  resolution  of  the  most  excellent  territorial 
deputation,  requiring  the  corporation  to  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
citizen  Manuel  Martin,  in  reference  to  the  lands  he  desires  to  possess 
with  his  children,  and  other  residents  who  may  accompany  him,  in 
session  of  to-day,  after  having  well  discussed  and  meditated  the  mat- 
ter, they  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  lands  solicited  by  the  petitioner 
are  of  excellent  quality,  having  an  abundance  of  pasture,  water,  and 
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wood,  and  capable  of  supporting  five  hundred  families  without  prop- 
erty, and  without  any  injury  to  third  parties,  leaving  the  pasture  and 
watering  places  free  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  jurisdiction  of 
Abiquiu,  the  pastures  common.  Therefore,  if  its  excellency  sees  proper 
to  grant  the  possession,  there  is  no  opposition  from  any  third  party, 
This  is  all  they  can  report  concerning  the  matter. 

IABLO  YGN'O  GALLEGOS. 

JOSE  MARIA  CHAVAS. 

FEAN'CO  ANT'O  ATENCIO. 

JOSE  ANT'O  MARTINEZ. 

ANT'O  MIERA. 
Ahtonio  Abad  Durak, 

Secretary. 


Most  Excellent  Sir  :  The  citizen  Manuel  Martinez,  resident  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  Abiquiu,  concerning  the  petition  pending  before  your 
excellency,  asking  for  a  grant  of  land,  respectfully  states  that  its  excel- 
lency having  been  pleased  to  resolve  in  session  of  the  25th  of  April  last 
that  my  petition  be  referred  to  the  respectable  corporation  of  this  place, 
to  report  concerning  the  matter;  but  as  said  corporation  has  made  no 
positive  objection  to  the  grant  I  solicit,  on  the  contrary  they  state  that 
the  fertility  of  the  soil  is  in  their  opinion  capable  of  supporting  as  many 
u  five  hundred  families  ;   but  as  they  place  limits  to  the  legitimate 
possession   thereof,   remarking,   leaving  the  pasture  and   watering 
places  free  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  jurisdiction   of  Abiquiu,  I 
am  compelled  to  renew  my  application  to  your  excellency,  stating  that 
the  land  I  solicit  in  fee  being  distant  several  leagues  more  than  less 
from  Abiquiu  and  its  environs,  it  would  be  more  injurious  than  bene- 
ficial to  me,  as  what  is  reduced  to  private  property  cannot  be  common 
for  this  purpose.     The  boundaries  of  the  land  are  established  without 
presenting  the  use  of  pastures,  watering  places,  roads  and  highways 
to  any  individuals  who  may  journey  with  his  stock,  &c,  to  other  va- 
cant places  that  may  not  be  held  as  private  property  by  one  or  more 
individuals  as  that  which  I  have  petitioned  for.     It  would  certainly 
be  unjust  that  the  stock-raisers  of  Abiquiu  should  proceed  to  establish 
permanent  stock  ranges  within  the  limits  of  the  property  I  seek  to 
obtain,  under  the  guarantee  that  the  grant  was  made  on  condition  that 
the  pasture  and  watering  places  should  be  common  with  those  of  Abi- 
quiu, to  be  freely  used  to  the  injury  of  the  proprietors,  which  will 
have  no  other  tendency  than  that  of  causing  endless  disputes  and  dif- 
ficulties— that  which  is  held  in  common  being  of  no  one  individual. 
In  view  of  which,  I  pray  and  request  your  excellency  to  be  pleased  to 
take  into  consideration  the  reasons  set  forth  in  this  petition,  in  order 
that  if  the  graciousness  of  its  excellency  be  pleased  to  grant  my  peti- 
tion, I  may  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  all  that  has  been  done  to  an- 
swer as  a  title  on  security  in  the  future,  or  as  its  excellency  may  best 
determine  in  the  matter,  grace  being  what  I  pray  for.    I  swear,  &c. 

MANUEL  MARTINEZ. 
Abiquiu,  July  16,  1832 
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Book  1,  p.  4. — Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  most  excellent  territorial 
deputation  of  New  Mexico.     Santa  Fe,  July  20,  1832. 

The  most  excellent  deputation  in  session  of  yesterday,  in  view  of 
the  foregoing  petition,  have  been  pleased  to  approve  the  following 
articles : 

1.  The  tract  of  the  Tierra  Amarilla  is  granted  to  the  petitioners 
with  the  boundaries  set  forth  by  them. 

2.  The  constitutional  justice  of  Abiquiu  will  proceed  to  make  said 
grant,  delivering  to  each  one  of  those  who  may  unite  with  the  pe- 
titioners a  certain  number  of  varas  in  which,  in  his  opinion,  they  can 
sow,  by  a  prudent  calculation,  four  or  five  fanegas  of  wheat,  executing 
to  them  a  deed  of  grant  therefor. 

3.  That  the  pastures,  watering  places,  and  roads,  shall  be  free,  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  prevailing  in  all  settlements. 

4.  That  the  secretary  of  its  excellency  shall  deliver  the  proceedings 
in  the  matter  to  the  parties,  providing  them  with  the  proper  notice 
of  what  has  been  done,  in  order  that  it  may  be  presented  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  aforementioned  place,  who  shall  proceed  as  therein  re- 
quired.    I  have  complied  with  what  has  been  resolved. 

ABREU,  Secretary. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Translator' 8  Department,  August  25,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  translation  of  the  original  grant  made  to 
Manuel  Martinez,  on  file  in  this  office.  • 

DAVID  V.  WHITING, 

Translator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 

September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  translation  on  file  in 
this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


Bartolome  Archuleta,  Antonio  Quintana,  Salvador  Valdez,  and 
Jose  Ygnacio  Suazo,  being  duly  sworn,  answered  to  the  inter  rogatories 
propounded  to  them  in  the  following  manner,  viz : 

Question.  Do  you  know  if  Manuel  Martinez  ever  held  a  grant  to  a 
certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  called  the  Tierra  Amarilla,  and  bound- 
ed on  the  north  by  the  Navajo  river,  on  the  south  by  the  Nutrias 
river,  on  the  east  the  mountain  range,  and  on  the  west  on  a  line  with 
the  mouth  of  the  Laguna  de  los  Caballos  ? 

Answer.  He  did  have  such  a  grant. 
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Question.  Did  Manuel  Martinez,  the  father  of  the  present  claimant, 
have  possession  of  the  land  granted,  and  for  how  long*a  period  ? 

Answer.  He  occupied  the  land  with  his  stock  from  the  time  the 
grant  was  made  up  to  his  death,  whenever  the  Indians  were  quiet, 
and  his  children  have  occupied  since  when  the  Indians  were  not  at 
war. 

Question.  How  many  years,  more  or  less,  has  the  land  been  oc- 
cupied, from  the  time  the  grant  was  made,  up  to  the  time  the  stock 
was  last  upon  the  land  ? 

Answer.  The  land  has  been  occupied  off  and  on  by  the  grantee  and 
his  heirs  with  their  stock,  from  1832  until  about  two  years  since, 
making  about  twenty-two  years  more  or  less. 

Question.  Was  Manuel  Martinez  put  in  possession  by  the  constitu- 
tymal  alcade  of  Abiquiu,  according  to  law,  when  the  grant  was  made ; 
and  if  not,  state  the  reason  why  it  was  not  done  ? 

Answer.  In  consequence  of  the  hostilities  of  the  Indians,  and  the 
danger  incurred  in  leaving  the  settlements,  the  alcalde  did  not  proceed 
to  place  them  in  possession,  as  required  by  law ;  but  so  soon  as  hostili- 
ties ceased,  the  grantee  took  possession  of  the  land  with  his  stock. 

his 

BARTOLOME  x  ARCHULETA. 

mark 
his 

ANTONIO  x  QUINTANA. 

mark 
his 

SALVADOR  x  VALDEZ. 

mark 

his 

JOSEYGNACIO  x  SUAZO. 

mark 

Witness: 

A.    P.    WlLBAR. 

David  V.  Whitino. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  22d  day  of  August,  1856. 

WM.  PELHAM, 

Surveyor  General. 


Donaciano  Vigil,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  declares  and 
says,  that  the  signatures  of  Santiago  Abreu,  political  chief,  and  Ramon 
Abreu,  secretary  of  the  most  excellent  territorial  deputation  of  New 
Mexico,  affixed  to  the  grant  made  to  Manuel  Martinez  on  the  20th  day 
of  July,  1832,  are  the  genuine  signatures  of  the  individuals  therein 
signed,  as  political  chief  and  secretary  aforesaid. 

DONACIANO  VIGIL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  23d  day  of  August,  1856. 

WILLIAM  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General. 
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Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 

WILLIAM  PELHAM, 

Surveyor  General. 


Francisco    Martinez,   present  claimant,   heir   of   Manuel    Martinez, 

original  grantee. 

This  claim  was  filed  in  this  office  the  25th  of  August,  1856 . 

On  the  23d  day  of  April,  1832,  Mannel  Martinez  petitioned  Santiago 
Abreu ;  political  chief  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  for  a  certain 
tract  of  land  situated  in  the  county  of  Rio  Arriba,  called  the  Tierra 
Amarilla,  and  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Navajo  river ;  on  the  south 
by  the  Nutrias  river ;  on  the  east,  the  mountain  range ;  and  on  the 
west,  the  mouth  of  the  Laguna  de  los  Caballos. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1832,  this  petition  was  referred  by  the  political 
chief  to  the  most  excellent  territorial  deputation,  who  on  the  same 
day  referred  it  to  the  corporation  of  Abiquiu,  requiring  it  to  report 
on  the  propriety  of  making  the  grant  as  prayed  for  by  the  petitioner. 

On  the  15th  day  of  May,  1832,  the  corporation  of  Abiquiu  reported 
favorably  on  the  petition,  requiring,  however,  that  the  pastures  and 
watering  places  should  remain  free,  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Abiquiu. 

On  the  16th  of  July,  1832,  Manuel  Martinez  petitioned  anew  the 
political  chief,  objecting  to  the  pastures  and  watering  places  being 
excepted. 

On  the  20th  day  of  July,  1832,  the  most  excellent  territorial  depu- 
tation granted  to  Manuel  Martinez  and  those  who  should  accompany 
him  the  land  petitioned  for  under  certain  conditions  therein  contained, 
and  directed  the  constitutional  justice  of  Abiquiu  to  place  the  parties 
in  possession  of  the  land  so  granted,  leaving  the  pastures,  watering 
places  and  roads,  free,  according  to  the  customs  existing  in  every 
settlement. 

The  action  of  this  office  is  taken  on  the  original  documents  filed  by 
the  claimant. 

The  signatures,  by  the  testimony  of  Donaciano  Vigil,  are  proven  to 
be  genuine. 

The  absence  of  the  certificate  of  the  justice  of  Abiquiu  does  not 
invalidate  the  grant ;  the  testimony  presented  in  the  case  Showing 
that  the  justice  of  Abiquiu  proceeded  to  place  the  parties  in  possession, 
but  was  compelled  to  return  to  Abiquiu  on  account  of  the  hostilities 
of  the  Indians. 

The  testimony  also  shows  that  the  original  grantee  and  the  present 
claimant  have  been  in  the  peaceable  and  quiet  possession  of  the  land 
for  a  period  of  twenty-two  years. 

The  provincial  deputation  was  authorized  by  the  laws  of  the  republic 
of  Mexico  to  make  donations  of  land  to  individuals ;  and  this  case 
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being  covered  by  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  and  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  J.  C.  Fremont 
vs.  the  United  States,  the  grant  made  to  Manuel  Martinez,  of  which 
Francisco  Martinez  is  the  present  claimant,  is  deemed  by  this  office 
to  be  a  good  and  valid  grant ;  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby  respectfully  recommended  to  confirm  the  same,  and  cause  a 
patent  to  be  issued  therefore,  by  the  proper  department,  and  the  land 
embraced  within  the  boundaries  set  forth  in  said  grant  to  be  surveyed. 

WILLLAM  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 
Surveyor  Gbkeral's  Office, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  10,  1856. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this 
office. 

WILLIAM  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General,  New  Mexico. 


Schedule  of  Pueblo  grants,  dec. 

Jemez           -------  No.  1 

Acoma           -------  No.  2 

San  Juan      -------  No.  3 

Picurio          -------  No.  4 

Ban  Phelipe  -------  No.  5 

Pecos             ...-.--  No.  6 

Cochiti          -  No.  7 

Santa  Domingo         ------  No.  8 

Taos No.  9 

Santa  Clara  -            -            -           -            -           -           -  No.  10 

Tesuque         -------  No.  11 

San  Ildefonso           ------  No.  12 

Pojoaque       -------  No.  13 

Testimony  ol  Donaciano  Vigil         -  No,  14 

Royal  decree :  grants  to  be  made  to  Pueblo  Indians            -  No.  15 

1689. — En  el  Pueblo  de  N".  8*.  de  Guadalupe  del  Passo  del  Rio  del 
Norte  eh  veinte  dias  del  mes  de  Sep*,  de  mil  seissientos  y  ochenta  y 
nueve  anos  el  Sefior  Gou".  y  Cap'.  Gen1.  D".  Domingo  Jironza  Pe- 
trozde  Cruzate  dijo  que  por  quanto  en  el  aloansse  que  se  dio  en  el  reino 
de  la  Nueua  Mex".  de  los  Yndios  Queres,  y  los  Apoetatas,  y  los  Teguas 
y  de  la  nacion  Thanos  y  despues  de  hauer  peleado  con  todos  los  demas 
Yndios  de  todos  pueblos  un  Yndio  del  Pu°.  de  Zia  llamado  Bartolome 
de  Ojeda  que  fue  el  que  mas  se  eenalo  en  la  vatalla  acudiendo  6  todas 
jiartes  se  rindio  biendose  heudo  de  un  valazo  y  un  flechasso,  lo  cual 
cotno  dieho  es  mande  que  denajo  Juramto.  declare  como  se  alia  el  Pu°. 
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de  Jemez  que  fueron  unos  Yndios  Apostas  de  aquel  reino  de  la  Nueua 
Mex".  pues  fue  el  que  le  dio  la  muerte  al  Padre  Fr.  Juan  de  Jesus 
Morador. 

Preguntado  que  si  este  Pu°.  voluera  en  algun  tiempo  &  Apoatatarse 
como  ha  sido  costumbre  entre  ellos  y  dice  el  confesante  que  no  que  ya 
esta  muy  medido  en  temor,  que  aunque  estauan  abilantados  con  lo  que 
les  hania  susedido  a  los  de  el  Pu°.  de  Zia  el  ano  pasado  Jusgana  que 
era  un  inposible  que  dejaran  de  dar  la  obedienzia,  por  lo  cual  se  con- 
sedio  por  el  Senor  Gouor.  y  Cap".  Gen1.  DB.  Domingo  Jironza  Petrozde 
Cruzate,  los  linderos  que  aqui  anocto :  para  el  norte  una  legua  y  para 
el  oriente  una  legua  y  para  el  poniente  una  legua  y  para  el  sur  una 
legua  midiendo  estas  de  las  cuatro  esquinas  del  templo  que  queda  en 
medio  del  Pu\  assi  lo  proveyo,  mando,  y  firmo  su  88*  a  mi  el  presente 
Secretario  de  g0T.  y  g\ 

DOMINGO  JIRONZA  PETBOZ  DE  CRUZATE. 

Ante  mi : 

DON  PEDRO  LADRON  DE  GUITARA, 

Se°.  de  G".  y  Gue\ 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING, 

Translator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1866. 

David  V.  Whiting,  whose  genuine  signature  appears  subscribed  to 
the  foregoing  certificate,  is,  and  was  at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the 
same,  the  translator  of  this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


In  this  town  of  our  lady  of  Guadalupe  del  Passo  del  Rio  del  Norte, 
on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  month  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  his  excellency  Don  Domingo  Jironza 
Petroz  de  Cruzate,  governor  and  captain-general,  stated  that  whereas, 
in  overtaking  Queres  Indians  and  the  Apostates,  and  the  Shequas, 
and  those  of  the  Thanos  Nation,  in  the  kingdom  of  New  Mexico, 
and  after  having  fought  with  all  the  Indians  of  all  the  other  pueblos, 
(villages,)  an  Indian  of  the  pueblo  of  Zia,  named  Bartolome  de  Oje- 
da,  one  of  those  who  were  most  conspicuous  in  the  battle,  sending  hi* 
aid  everywhere,  being  wounded  by  a  ball  and  an  arrow,  surrendered, 
who,  as  formerly  stated,  I  ordered  to  declare  under  oath  the  condition 
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of  the  pueblo  of  Jemez,  who  were  apostate  Indians  of  that  kingdom, 
having  killed  their  priest,  friar  Juan  de  Jesus  Morador.  Being  in- 
terrogated if  this  pueblo  would  rebel  again  in  the  future,  as  it  was 
customary  for  them  to  do,  the  deponent  answered  no  ;  that  they  were 
very  much  intimidated,  and  although  they  were  concerned  with  those 
of  Zia  in  what  had  occurred  in  the  year  previous,  he  judged  it  would 
be  impossible  for  them  to  fail  in  giving  in  their  allegiance. 

Whereupon  his  excellency  Don  Domingo  Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate, 
granted  them  the  boundaries  herein  set  forth :  on  the  north  one  league, 
on  the  east  one  league,  on  the  west  one  league,  and  on  the  south 
one  league — to  be  measured  from  the  four  corners  of  the  temple,  which 
is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  pueblo  (village.)  His  excellency  so 
provided,  ordered,  and  signed  before  me,  the  present  secretary  of  gov- 
ernment and  war,  to  which  I  certify. 

DON  DOMINGO  JIRONZA  PETROZ  DE  CRUZATE. 

Before  me: 

DON  PEDRO  LADRON  DE  GUITARA, 

Secretary  of  Government  and  War. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  October  14,  1855. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  translation  of  the  original  on  file  in  this 
office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING,  Translator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  translation  on  file  in 
this  office.  x 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


1689.— En  el  Pueblo  de  N~.  S\  de  Guadalupe  del  Passo  del  Rio  del 
Norte,  en  veinte  dias  del  mes  de  Sep1,  de  mil  seissientos  y  ochenta  y 
nueve  aiios  El  Seiior  Gou,r.  y  Cap\  Gen1.  D\  Domingo  Jironza  Pe- 
troz de  Cruzate  dijo  que  por  quanto  en  el  alcanze  que  se  dio  en  el  Pue- 
blo de  Acoma  y  el  poder  que  tiene  en  los  Yndios  Queres  y  en  los  Apos- 
tatas  de  la  Nueba  Mex°°.  se  tomo  la  prouidencia  de  &  un  Yndio  llamado 
Bartolome  que  fue  el  que  mas  se  senalo  eu  las  batallas,  acudiendo  & 
todas  se  rindio  biendose  heudo  de  un  balaso  y  un  flechasso,  y  ia  bal- 
dado  le  mande  declarase  la  verda  y  dijese  en  su  cofession  el  estado  en 
que  se  halla  el  Pueblo  de  Acoma  y  los  demas  Apostatas  de  aquel 
reyno,  y  porque  el  Yndio  es  ladino  en  lengua  Castellana,  y  capas  y 
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que  sane  leer  7  escreun.  Y  fue  examinado  delante  del  Gen1.  Pedro  Ve- 
nero  de  Possado  que  hauia«benido  de  buelta  de  la  Nueba  Mex*°.  7 
habia  estado  en  el  Pueulo  de  Acoma.  T  tambien  fue  llamado  el  Mre.  de 
Campo  Baninguez  Mendoza,  para  que  el  Yndio  Bartolome  de  Ojeda 
denajo  declare  como  se  llama. 

Preguntado  si  esta  en  disposition  de  confesar  la  berdad  en  lo  quo 
supiere  7  le  fuere  preguntado,  7  preguntado  como  se  llama,  de  donde 
es  natural,  que  edad  7  oficio  tiene,  7  si  saue  como  se  alia  Acoma  7  la 
Laguna,  que  vecinos  se  allan,  7  dijo  que  se  llama  Bartolome  Ojeda,  7 
que  es  natural  de  la  prouinc*.  de  la  Nneua  Mex°°.  en  el  Pu°.  de  Zia, 
que  tendra  de  veinte  7  uno  6  veinte  7  dos  anos,  poco  mas  6  menos,  7 
que  noa  tenido  mas  oficio  que  el  ejercicio  de  la  g\,  7  que  saue  como  se 
alia  Acoma  7  la  Laguna  porque  fue  Apostata  en  las  prouinc".  de  la 
N\  Mexico  ;  7  esto  responde. 

Preguntado. — Que  como  ciendo  ciendo  vecinos  la  Laguna  7  Acoma 
peliaban  tanto  7  que  porque  se  mudo  al  Pefiol  siendo  unos  Yndios  tan 
auilantados,  hauian  dejado  su  Pueulo,  7  responde  que  se  hauian  ma- 
dado  al  Penol  los  Acomas  siendo  unos  Yndios  muy  auilantados  auian 
dejado  su  Pu°.,  7  responde  que  se  hauian  mudadoal  Penol  los  Acomas 
por  las  muchas  gerras  que  unos  7  otros  Pueulos  tenian  ;  7  esto  re- 
sponde. 

Preguntato — Que  cual  fue  la  causa  que  se  auecindaran  estos  dos 
Pueulos  7  que  conpromiso  tuuieron  7  que  porque  peleauan,  7  dijo  el 
confessante  que  se  auia  echo  vecino  la  Laguna  de  Acoma  por  el  interes 
de  la  mucha  agua  que  en  aquel  Pueulo  habia  pero  siempre  aguardar  las 
sobras  de  lo  que  al  Pu°.  de  Acoma  quede ;  7  esto  responde. 

Preguntado,  cuales  son  los  linderos  que  constatener  Acoma  ahonde 
quedaron  sugetos  amuos  Pueblos,  7  dize  el  confesante  que  el  cerro 
Prieto  queda  al  norte,  7  que  el  ojo  de  Agua  del  Gallo  queda  el  po- 
niente,  7  que  el  cerro  de  Cuuero  queda  enfrente  del  Pueblo  Viejo  de 
Acoma,  7  que  el  Penol  est&  al  lado  del  sur,  7  que  cuando  fue  el  Yndio 
Pocpec  abecitar  los  Pueulos  el  fue  el  que  afirmo  todo  lo  expuesto  por- 
que es  un  Yndio  d$  nazion  Teguas,  natural  del  Pu°.  de  Sn.  Ju\  &  quien 
obedecio  toda  la  sierra  cuando  el  alsamiento,  7  andaua  en  compaiiia 
con  Alonza  Catiti  7  D.  Luis  Tupaba  7  otros  muchos  capitanes  de 
aquellos  pueulos  auian  afirmado  que  la  agua  era  del  Pueulo  de  Acoma 
7  la  Laguna  solo  quedo  a  aguardar  las  sobras  que  al  Pueulo  les  quede ; 
7  esto  responde. 

Preguntado  que  si  saue  mas  de  lo  a  dicho  7  si  la  Laguna  tendia  otra 
defenza  por  lo  que  toca  &  la  agua,  7  dijo  que  no  que  aun  quando  se 
hauian  mudado  el  Pueulo  al  Penol,  no  hauia  perdido  el  derecho  de  la 
agua  7  que  no  lo  ynorauan  los  Lagunas  ni  ningun  otro  Pueulo  lo  inora 
porque  es  notorio,  7  que  lo  que  tiene  dicho  es  la  verdad  por  el  juramt*. 
que  tiene  fecho  en  que  se  afirmo  7  ratified  siendo  leydo  7  dada  4  en- 
tender  esta  merced  7  lo  firmo  junto  con  dicho  Senor  Gou*r.  7  Cap*. 
Gen1,  ante  mi  el  presente  Secretario  de  gou'n.  7  guerra,  quede  olio 
dov  fee 

DOMINGO  JIRONZA  PETROZ  DE  CRUZATE. 
BARTOLOME  DE  OJEDA. 
Ante  mi :  . 

DON  PEDRO  LADRON  DE  GUITABA. 
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Surveyor  Gkneral's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING, 

Translator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

David  V.  Whiting,  whose  genuine  signature  appears  subscribed  to 
the  foregoing  certificate,  is,  and  was  at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the 
same,  the  translator  of  this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


1689. — In  the  town  of  our  lady  of  Guadalupe  del  Paso  del  Bio  del 
Norte,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  month  of  September  in  the  year  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  His  Excellency  Don  Domingo 
Jironea  Petroz  de  Cruzate,  governor  and  captain  general,  stated 
that  whereas  in  the  overtaking  which  was  had  in  the  pueblo  of  Acoma, 
and  the  power  he  has  over  the  Queres  Indians  and  over  the  Apostates  in 
New  Mexico,  he  provided  that  an  Indian  named  Bartolome,  who  was 
the  most  conspicuous  in  the  battles,  lending  his  aid  everywhere,  and 
surrendered,  being  wounded  by  a  ball  and  an  arrow,  and  being  already 
crippled,  I  ordered  him  to  state  the  truth,  and  declare  in  his  confession 
the  condition  of  the  pueblo  of  Acoma  and  that  of  the  other  Apostates 
in  that  kingdom,  and  as  the  Indian  is  well  versed  (ladino)  in  the 
Spanish  language,  and  intelligent,  and  can  read  and  write,  and  was 
examined  before  General  Don  Pedro  Venero  de  Passada,  who  had  re- 
turned from  New  Mexico,  and  had  been  at  the  pueblo  of  Acoma,  and 
the  militia  officer,  Bamingues  Mendoea,  was  also  called,  in  order  that 
the  Indian  Bartolome  should  below  state  what  his  name  is. 

Interrogated — if  he  is  disposed  to  confess  the  truth  in  what  he  knew 
and  might  be  asked,  and  interrogated  what  is  his  name,  where  he  is  a 
native  of,  his  age,  and  what  his  occupation  is,  and  if  he  kuows  the 
condition  of  Acoma  and  Laguna,  who  are  neighbors ;  and  he  answered 
his  name  was  Bartolome  de  Ojeda,  and  that  he  is  a  native  of  the  pue- 
blo of  Zio,  in  the  province  of  New  Mexico ;  that  he  is  twenty-one  or 
two  years  of  age,  more  or  less  ;  that  he  has  had  no  other  occupation 
than  that  of  a  warrior,  and  that  he  knows  the  condition  of  Acoma 
and  Laguna,  because  he  was  an  Apostate  in  the  province  of  New 
Mexico  ;  and  this  is  his  answer. 

Interrogated — how  was  it  that  Laguna  and  Acoma,  being  neighbors, 

they  disagreed  so  much,  and  how  was  it  that  they  had  moved  to  El 

Penol,  and  being  such  arrogant  Indians,  why  had  they  left  their 

pueblo ;  and  he  answered  that  the  Acomas  had  moved  to  Ell  Peilol, 

32 


498  REPORT  Or  THE 

being  such  arrogant  Indians,  and  he  answered  that  the  Acomas  had 
moved  to  El  Penol  on  account  of  the  many  wars  between  one  pueblo 
and  the  other  ;  and  this  is  his  answer. 

Interrogated — what  was  the  cause  of  these  pueblos  living  near 
each  other,  and  what  agreement  was  there  between  them,  and  why 
did  they  disagree ;  and  the  deponent  answered  that  Laguna  moved 
near  Acoma  on  account  of  the  abundance  of  water  there  was  in  that 
pueblo,  but  always  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  surplus  remaining 
from  the  pueblo  of  Acoma ;  and  this  is  his  answer. 

Interrogated — what  are  the  existing  boundaries  of  Acoma,  and  to 
how  much  is  each  pueblo  restricted ;  and  the  deponent  answered  that 
the  Prieto  mountain  is  to  the  nortb,  and  that  the  Galo  spring  is  to  the 
west,  and  that  the  Cubero  mountain  is  opposite  the  old  pueblo  of 
Acoma,  and  that  the  Penol  is  on  the  south  side;  and  that  when  the 
Indian  Pocpec  visited  the  pueblos  he  ratified  the  above,  as  he  is  an 
Indian  of  the  Tequa  tribe  aud  a  native  of  the  pueblo  of  San  Juan, 
who  was  obeyed  by  all  the  land  at  the  time  of  the  insurrection,  and 
was  in  company  with  Alonzo  Catiti ;  and  Don  Luis  Tapabir  and  several 
other  captains  of  those  pueblos  had  affirmed  that  the  water  belonged 
to  the  pueblo  of  Acoma,  and  that  Laguna  was  to  collect  the  surplus 
remaining  from  the  pueblo ;  and  this  is  his  answer. 

Interrogated — if  he  knows  more  than  what  he  has  stated,  and  if 
Laguna  has  any  other  defence  to  make  concerning  the  water,  and  he 
answered  that  he  had  not;  that  although  the  pueblo  had  removed  to 
El  Pefiol  it  had  not  lost  its  right  to  the  water,  and  that  the  Laguna 
Indians  were  not  ignorant  ot  the  fact,  as  it  is  notorious  ;  and  that  what 
he  has  stated  is  the  truth  under  the  oath  which  he  has  taken,  which 
he  affirms  and  ratifies,  this  grant  being  read  and  explained  to  him 
he  signed  it  with  his  excellency  the  governor,  and  captain  general 
aforesaid,  before  me,  the  present  secretary  of  government  and  war— 
to  which  I  certifv. 

DOMINGO  JIRONZA  PETROZ  DE  CRUZATE. 
BARTOLOME  DE  OJEDA. 

Before  me, 

DON  PEDRO  LADRON  DE  GUITARA. 

Secretary  of  Government  and  War. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe.  New  Mexico,  May  10,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  translation  of  the  original  on  file  in  this 
office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING,  Translator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office. 
Santa  Fe,  New  Meocioo,  September  30,  1866. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in 
this  office. 

WILLIAM  PELHAM, 

Surveyor  General. 
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Ano  de  1689.— En  el  Pueblo  de  N".  S\  de  Guadalupe  del  Passo  del 
Rio  del  Norte,  en  veinte  y  cinco  dias  del  mes  de  Sep*0,  de  mil  seissientos 
ochenta  y  nueve  anos,  el  Sor.  Gou".  y  Cap\  Gen1.  D\  Domingo  Jironza 
Petroz  de  Cruzate  dijo  que  por  quanto  en  el  alcanze  que  se  dio  en  el 
reyno  de  la  Nueva  Mex00'  de  los  Yndios  Queres  y  los  Apostatas  y  los 
Teguas,  y  de  la  nazon.  Thanos,  y  despues  de  hauer  peleado  con  todos 
los  demas  Yndios  de  todos  Pueulos;  un  YndiodelPu0.  de  Zia,  llamado 
Bartolome  de  Ojeda  que  fue  el  que  mas  se  senalo  en  la  vatalla  acu- 
diendo  a  todas  partes  se  rindio  biendose  heudo  de  un  valaso  y  un  fle- 
chasso;  lo  cual  como  dicho  es  mande  que  denajo  de  juramto.  declare 
corao  se  alia  el  Pu°  de  Sn.  Juan  que  fue  Apostata  y  anduno  en  las  vata- 
Uas  de  aquel  reyno  de  la  Nueva  MexTO.  pues  fueron  unos  Yndios  muy 
alzados. 

Preguntado  que  si  esta  Pu°.  voluera  en  algun  tiempo  como  ha  sido 
oo8tumbre  entre  ellos ;  y  dize  el  confesant  que  no,  que  aunque  era  ver- 
dad  que  todos  los  Yndios  andanan  encorporados  con  los  de  Zia,  con  lo 
que  les  hauia  susidido  el  ano  pasado  jusgana  era  un  ynposible  que 
dejaran  de  dar  la  obedienzia ;  por  lo  cual  se  consedio  por  el  Seiior 
Grou".  y  Cap*.  Gen1.  Dn.  Domingo  Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate  los  lin- 
deros  que  aqui  anocto :  para  el  norte  el  Rio  Vravo  del  Norte,  conple- 
tando  una  legua  por  esta  banda  y  la  otra,  midiendola  en  la  esquina 
del  templo  que  queda  del  Pu°.  al  norte;  )  al  oriente  una  legua;  y  al 
poniente  una  legua;  y  al  sur  una  legua. 

Perguntado  si  tiene  mas  que  decir  de  esos  Yndios  por  lo  que  toca  & 
revolucionarse  y  andar  con  los  Apostatas  ;  y  dise  el  confesante  que  no; 
y  fne  uno  de  todos  los  pueblos  que  se  senalo  cuando  la  primer  con- 
qnista  que  linerto  la  vida  de  su  Misionero,  y  que  lo  que  tiene  dicho  es 
la  verdad  por  el  juram*.  que  tiene  echo,  en  que  se  afirmo  y  ratified 
por  muchas  veces,  y  siendole  leyda  y  dada  a  entender  esta  merced  y  lo 
firmo  con  el  Senor  Gouer.  y  Capn.  Gen1,  ante  mi  el  presente  Secret*,  de 
Gou*r-  y  guerra  que  de  ello  doy  fee. 

DOMINGO  JIRONZA  PETROZ  DE  CRUZATE. 
BARTOLOME  DE  OJEDA. 

Ante  mi : 

DON  PEDRO  LADRON  DE  GUITAR  A, 

Se\  de  Gn.  y  Guea, 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING, 

Translator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

David  V.  Whiting,  whose  genuine  signature  appears  subscribed  to 
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the  foregoing  certificate,  is,  and  was  at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the 
game,  the  translator  of  this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


1689. — In  the  town  of  onr  lady  of  Guadalupe,  del  Passo  del  Bio  del 
Norte,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  the  month  of  September,  in  the  rear 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  his  excellency  Don  Domingo 
Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate,  governor  and  captain  general,  stated  that, 
whereas,  in  overtaking  the  Queras  Indians,  and  the  Apostates,  and 
the  Teguas,  and  those  of  the  Thanos  nation,  in  the  kingdom  of  New 
Mexico,  and  haying  fought  with  all  the  Indians  of  all  the  other  pue- 
blos, (villages,)  an  Indian  named  Bartolome*  de  Ojeda,  of  the  pueblo 
(village)  of  Zia,  one  of  those  who  were  most  conspicuous  in  the  rattle, 
lending  his  aid  everywhere,  being  wounded  by  a  ball  and  an  arrow, 
surrendered,  and  who,  as  above  stated,  I  ordered  to  state,  under  oath, 
the  condition  of  the  pueblo  (village)  of  San  Juan,  (very  rebellious  In- 
dians,) who  apostatized  and  took  part  in  the  wars  of  that  kingdom  of 
New  Mexico. 

Being  interrogated  if  this  pueblo  (village)  would  rebel  again  at  any 
future  time,  as  it  was  customary  for  them  to  do,  the  deponent  an- 
swered no ;  that,  although  it  was  true  they  were  connected  with  those 
of  Zia  in  what  had  taken  place  in  the  year  previous,  he  judged  that 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  fail  in  giving  in  their  allegiance. 

Therefore  his  excellency  Don  Domingo  Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate, 

{governor  and  captain  general,  granted  them  the  boundaries  herein  set 
orth :  on  the  north  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte,  completing  one  league 
on  both  sides  of  the  river,  measuring  from  the  northern  corner  of  the 
temple  of  said  pueblo  (Village)  on  the  east,  and  on  the  west  one  league, 
and  on  the  south  one  league. 

Being  asked  whether  he  had  anything  further  to  state  concerning 
these  Indians,  and  touching  rebellions  and  being  in  league  with  the 
Apostates,  the  deponent  answered  that  he  had  not ;  that  in  the  first 
conquest  it  was  the  pueblo  that  distinguished  itself  the  most,  by  say- 
ing the  life  of  its  missionary,  and  that  what  he  had  stated  was  the 
truth,  under  the  oath  which  he  had  taken,  which  he  confirmed  and 
ratified  several  times ;  and  this  grant  having  been  read  and  explained 
to  him  he  signed  it,  with  his  excellency  the  governor  and  captain 
general,  before  me,  the  present  secretary  of  government  and  war,  to 
which  1  certify. 

DOMINGO  JIRONZA  PETROZ  DE  CRUZATB. 
Before  me, 

DON  PEDRO  LADRON  DE  GUITARA, 

Secretary  of  Government  and  War. 
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Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  November  18,  1855. 

I,  David  V.  Whiting,  translator,  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to 
be  a  literal  translation  of  the  original  grant  to  the  pneblo  of  San  Juan, 
filed  in  this  office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING,  Trandator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  translation 
on  file  in  this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM,  Surveyor  General. 


Ano  de  1689. — En  el  pneblo  de  N1*.  S\  de  Gnadalnpe  del  Passo  del 
Bio  del  Norte  en  veinte  y  cincodias  del  mes  de  Sepu.  de  mil  seissien- 
tos  ochenta  y  nueve  a&os  el  Senor  Gou".  y  Cap*.  Gen1.  D\  Domingo 
Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate  dijo  que  por  quanta  en  el  alcanze  que  se 
dio  en  el  reino  de  la  Nueva  Mex°°.  de  los  Yndios  Queres  y  los  Apos- 
tatas  y  los  Teguas  y  de  la  naz0B.  Thanos ;  y  despues  de  hauer  peleado 
con  todos  los  demas  Yndios  de  todos  puenlos,  un  Yndio  del  ru°.  de 
Zia  llamado  Vartolomfi  de  Ojeda  que  fue  el  que  mas  se  senalo  en  la 
vatalla  acudiendo  &  todas  partes  se  rindio  biendose  herido  de  un  va- 
lasso  y  un  flechasso ;  lo  cual  como  dicho  es  mande  que  denajo  de  ju- 
ramu.  declare  como  se  alia  el  Pu°  de  Picuris  que  fue  Apostata  y  que  an- 
duno  en  las  vatallas  de  aquel  reyno  de  la  Nueva  Mex°°.  pues  fueron 
unofl  Yndios  muy  alzados. 

Preguntado  que  si  eete  Pu°.  voluera  en  alexin  tiempo  &  Apostatarse 
como  ha  sido  costumbre  entre  ellos,  y  dize  el  confesante  que  no  ;  que 
ya  esta  muy  metido  en  temor  que  aunque  estavan  abilantados  con  lo 
que  les  havia  susedido  &  los  de  el  Pu°.  de  Zia  el  ano  pasado,  jusgana 
que  era  un  ynposible  que  de  jaran  de  dar  la  obediencia;  por  lo  qual  se 
consedieron  por  el  Seiior  Gouw.  y  Cap*.  Gen1.  D*.  Domingo  Jironza 
Petroz  de  Cruzate,  los  linderos  que  aqui  anocto :  por  el  norte  una  le- 
gua, y  por  el  oriente  una  legua,  y  por  el  sur  una  legua,  y  por  el  po- 
niente  una  legua;  y  medidas  estas  cuatro  lineas  de  las  cuatro  esquinas 
del  templo  que  queda  al  lado  del  Sanctf.  del  Pu°.,  y  asi  lo  proveye, 
mando,  y  firmo  su  se*.  a  mi  el  presente  8e°.  de  gouw.  y  guerra  que  de 
ello  doy  fee. 

DOMINGO  JIRONZA  PETBOZ  DE  CRUZATE. 

Ante  mi : 

DON  PEDRO  LADRON  DE  GUITARA, 

Se°.  de  G\  y  Gue\ 
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Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING, 

Translator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

David  V.  Whiting,  whose  genuine  signature  appears  subscribed  to 
the  foregoing  certificate,  is,  and  was  at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the 
same,  the  translator  of  this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


1689. — In  the  town  of  our  lady  of  Guadalupe  del  Passo  del  Bio  del 
Norte,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  the  month  of  September,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  his  excellency  Don  Domingo 
Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate,  governor  and  captain  general,  stated  that, 
whereas,  in  overtaking  the  Queras  Indians,  and  the  Apostates,  and 
the  Thequas,  and  those  of  Thanos  nation,  in  the  kingdom  of  New  Mex- 
ico, and  having  fought  with  all  the  Indians  of  all  the  other  pueblos, 
(villages,)  an  Indian  named  Bartolomede  Ojeda,  of  the  pueblo  of  Zia, 
one  of  those  who  were  most  conspicuous  in  the  battle,  lending  his  aid 
everywhere,  being  wounded  by  a  ball  and  an  arrow,  surrendered  ;  and, 
as  previously  stated,  I  ordered  to  declare,  under  oath,  the  condition  of 
the  pueblo  (village)  of  Picuris,  (very  rebellious  Indians,)  who  aposta- 
tized and  took  part  in  the  wars  of  that  kingdom  of  New  Mexico. 

Being  interrogated  if  this  pueblo  (village)  would  rebel  again  at  any 
future  time,  as  it  was  customary  for  them  to  do,  the  deponent  an- 
swered no  ;  that,  although  it  was  true  they  were  connected  with  those 
of  Zia  in  what  had  taken  place  in  the  year  previous,  he  judged  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  fail  in  giving  in  their  allegiance. 

Therefore  his  excellency  Don  Domingo  Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate, 
governor  and  captain  general,  granted  the  boundaries  herein  set  forth: 
on  the  north  one  league,  and  on  the  east  one  league,  and  on  the  west 
one  league,  and  on  the  south  one  league  ;  these  four  lines  to  be  mea- 
sured from  the  four  corners  of  the  temple  situated  on  the  western  Bide 
of  the  pueblo,  (village,)  and  his  excellency  so  provided,  ordered,  and 
signed  before  me,  the  present  secretary  of  government  and  war,  to 
which  I  certify. 

DON  DOMINGO  JIRONZA  PETROZ  DE  CRUZATE, 

Before  me, 

DON  PEDRO  LADRON  DE  GUITARA, 

Secretary  of  Government  and  War. 
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Surveyor  General's  Officb,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe,  N.  M.,  June  5,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  translation  of  the  original  on  file  in  this 
office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING,  Translator, 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  translation  in  this  office. 

WM.  PEL  HAM,  Surveyor  General. 


En  el  Pueblo  de  N™.  S\  de  Guadalupe  del  Passo  del  Rio  del  Norte, 
en  veinte  dias  del  mes  de  Sepu.  de  mil  seissientos  y  ochenta  y  nueve 
aiios,  el  Senor  Goutr.  y  Cap".  Gen1.  D".  Domingo  Jironza  Petroz  de 
Cruzate,  dijo  que  por  quanto  en  el  alcanze  que  se  did  en  el  reyno  de  la 
Nueva  Mex*\  de  los  Tndios  Queres  y  los  Apostatas  y  los  Teguas  y  de 
la  naz°\  Thanos,  y  despues  de  hauer  peleado  con  todos  los  demas  Yn- 
dios  de  todos  Puelos,  un  Tndio  del  Pu°.  de  Zia,  llamado  Batolome  de 
Ojeda  que  fue  el  que  mas  se  seiialo  en  la  vatalla  acudiendo  &  todas 
partes,  se  rindio  biendose  herido  do  un  valaso  y  un  flechasso,  lo  cual 
como  dicho  es  mande  que  denajo  de  juramento  declare  como  se  alia  el 
Pu°,  de  San  Felipe  que  fue  Apostata  y  que  anduno  en  las  vatallas  de 
aquel  reino  de  la  Nueva  MexM.  pues  fueron  unos  Yndios  muy  alzados. 

Preguntado,  que  si  este  Pu°.  voluera  en  algun  tiempo  como  ha  sido 
oostumbre  ellos  y  dize  que  no,  que  aunque  era  verdad  que  todos  los 
Yndios  andauan  en  corporados  con  los  de  Zia  con  lo  que  les  hauia  su- 
sedido  el  ano  pasado  jusgaba  era  un  ynposible  que  dejaran  de  dar  la 
obediencia;  por  lo  cual  se  consedio  por  el  Senor  Gou,r.  y  Cap".  Gen1. 
Dm.  Domingo  Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate  los  linderos  que  aqui  anoto  : 
para  el  norte,  el  vosque  grande  que  mira  al  oriente,  y  al  oriente  una 
legua,  y  al  poniente  una  legua,  y  al  sur  un  vosquecito  que  queda  en 
frente  de  un  serro  que  nombran  la  culenra  y  que  da  en  frente  de  la 
lanor  de  los  Santanas,  assi  lo  proveyo,  mando  y  firmo  suss",  a  mi  el 
presente  Secret0,  de  g*.  y  g*.  de  ello  doy  fee. 

DOMINGO  JIRONZA  PETROZ  DE  CRUZATE. 

Ante  mi : 

DON  PEDRO  LADRON  DE  GUITARA, 

Se*.  de  G".  y  Gue\ 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING, 

Irandator. 
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Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe}  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

David  Y.  Whiting,  whose  genuine  signature  appears  subscribed  to 
the  foregoing  certificate,  is,  and  was  at  the  date  of  the  signing  of  the 
same,  the  translator  of  this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


1689. — In  the  town  of  our  lady  of  Gaudalupe  del  Passo  del  Bio  del 
Norte,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  month  of  September,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  his  excellency  Don  Do- 
mingo Jironza  Petros  de  Cruzate,  governor  and  captain  general, 
stated  that  whereas  in  overtaking  the  Queras  Indians,  and  the  Apos- 
tates, and  the  Theguas,  and  those  of  the  Thanos  nation,  in  the  king- 
dom of  New  Mexico,  and  after  having  fought  with  all  the  Indians  of 
all  the  other  pueblos,  (villages,)  an  Indian  named  Bartolom6  de  Ojeda, 
of  the  pueblo  (village)  of  Zia;  one  of  those  who  were  most  conspicu- 
ous in  the  battle,  lending  his  aid  everywhere,  being  wounded  by  a 
ball  and  arrow,  surrendered,  and  who,  as  above  stated,  I  ordered  to 
state  under  oath  the  condition  of  the  pueblo  of  San  Phelipe,  that  apos- 
tated  and  took  part  in  the  wars  of  that  kingdom  of  New  Mexico,  and 
who  were  very  rebellious  Indians. 

Being  interrogated  if  this  pueblo  (village)  would  rebel  again  at  any 
future  time,  as  it  was  customary  for  them  to  do,  answered  no  ;  that 
although  it  was  true  the  Indians  were  connected  with  those  of  Zia  in 
what  had  taken  place  in  the  year  previous,  he  judged  it  was  impossible 
for  them  to  fail  in  giving  their  allegiance. 

Therefore,  his  excellency  Don  Domingo  Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate, 
governor  and  captain  general,  granted  them  the  boundaries  herein  set 
forth.  On  the  north,  the  large  grove  (Bosque  Grande)  which  is 
towards  the  east,  and  on  the  east  one  league,  and  on  the  west  one 
league,  and  on  the  south  a  little  grove,  which  is  in  front  of  a  hill 
called  Culcura,  opposite  the  fields  of  the  Santa  Ana  Indians.  His 
excellency  so  provided,  ordered  and  signed  before  me,  the  present 
secretary  of  government  and  war,  to  all  of  which  I  certify. 

DON  DOMINGO  JIRONZA  PETROZ  DE  CRUZATE. 

Before  me : 

DON  PEDRO  LADRON  DE  GUITARA, 

Secretary  of  Government  and  War. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fi,  New  Mexico,  October  10, 1855. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  translation  of  the  original  on  file  in  this 
office.  DAVID  V.  WHITING,  Translator, 
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Surveyor  General's  Office, 

September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  translation  on  file  in 
this  office.  WILLIAM  PELHAM, 

Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


1689.— En  el  Pueblo  de  N*\  S\  de  Guadalupe  del  Passo  del  Bio  del 
Norte,  en  veinte  y  cinco  dias  del  mes  de  Sepu.  de  mil  seissientos  y 
ochenta  y  nueve  aSos,  el  Senor  Gou".  y  Cap\  Gen1.  D\  Domingo 
Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate,  dijo  que  por  quanto  en  el  alcanze  que  se 
dio  en  los  de  la  Nueva  Mex°°.  de los  Yndios  Queres,  y  los  Apostatas, 
7  los  Teguasy  de  la  nacion  Thanos,  y  despues  de  hauer  peleado  con 
todos  los  demas  Yndios  de  todos  pueulos,  un  Yndio  del  Pu°.  de  Zia, 
llamado  Bartoloml  de  Ojeda  que  fue  el  que  mas  se  senalo  en  la  vatalla 
i  cudiendo  &  todas  partes,  se  rindio  biendose  herido  de  un  valaso  y  un 
flechasso  lo  cual  como  dicho  es,  mand£  que  denajo  de  juram*.  declare 
como  se  halla  el  Pu*.  de  Pecos,  aun  queda  muy  metido  &  honde  el  sol 
sale  y  fueron  unos  Yndios  Apostatas  de  aquel  reino  de  la  Nueva 
Mejico. 

Preguntado:  que  si  este  Pu°  voluera  en  algun  tiempo,  como  ha  sido 
ooetombre  en  ellos,  Y  dise  el  confesante  que  no ;  que  ya  estfi.  mui  me- 
tido en  temor  que  aunque  estaban  abilantados  con  lo  que  les  hauia  su- 
sedo  a  los  de  el  Pu°.  de  Zia  el  afio  pasado  jusgana  que  era  un  imposi- 
ble  que  dejaran  de  dar  la  obediencia ;  por  lo  cual  se  consedieron  por  el 
BeBor  Gou**.  y  Cap*.  Gen1.  Da.  Domingo  Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate, 
los  linderos  que  aqui  anoto:  para  el  norte  una  legua,  y  para  el  oriente 
una  legua,  y  para  el  poniente  una  legua,  y  para  el  sur  una  legua ;  y 
medidas  estas  cuatro  lineas  de  las  cuatro  esquinas  del  Pu*.  dejando  & 
flalus  el  tempi o  que  queda  al  medio  dia  del  Pu0.,  y  asi  lo  proveyo, 
mando  y  firmo  su  88*.  a  mi  el  presente  Secretario  de  gou".  y  guerra, 
que  de  ello  doi  fee. 

DON  DOMINGO  JIBONZA  PETROZ  DE  CRUZATE. 

Ante  mi: 

DON  PEDRO  LADRON  DE  GUITARA, 

8e°.  de  G\  y  Gu\ 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING, 

Transfator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1866. 

David  V.  Whiting,  whose  genuine  signature  appears  subscribed  to 
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the  foregoing  certificate  is,  and  was  at  the  time  of  signing  the  same, 
the  translator  of  this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


1689. — In  the  town  of  our  lady  of  Guadalupe  del  Paso  del  Rio  del 
Norte,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  the  month  of  September,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  his  ekcellency  the 
Governor  and  Captain  General  Don  Domingo  Jironza  Petroz  de  Cru- 
zate,  said  that  whereas  in  overtaking  the  Queres  Indians,  and  the 
Apostates,  and  the  Teguas,  and  those  of  the  Thanos  nation  in  New 
Mexico,  and  having  fought  with  all  the  Indians  of  all  the  other  pue- 
blos, (villages,)  an  Indian  named  Bartolomfi  de  Ojeda,  of  the  pueblo 
(village)  of  Zia,  one  of  those  who  were  most  conspicuous  in  the  battle, 
lending  his  aid  everywhere,  being  wounded  by  a  ball  and  an  arrow, 
surrendered,  and  who,  as  above  stated,  I  ordered  to  state  under  oath 
the  condition  of  the  pueblo  (village)  of  Pecos,  situated  very  far  in  the 
direction  of  the  rising  sun,  and  were  very  rebellious  Indians  of  that 
kingdom  of  New  Mexico. 

Being  interrogated  if  this  pueblo  (village)  would  [rebel]  again,  at 
any  future  time,  as  was  their  custom,  the  deponent  answered  no ;  that 
they  were  very  much  intimidated,  and  that  although  they  were  elated 
with  what  had  happened  with  those  of  the  pueblo  (village)  of  Zia  in 
the  year  previous,  he  judged  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  fail  in  giv- 
ing in  their  allegiance. 

Therefore,  his  excellency  Don  Domingo  Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate, 
governor  and  captain  general,  granted  unto  them  the  boundaries  that 
I  herein  set  forth.  On  the  north  one  league,  and  on  the  east  one 
league,  and  on  the  west  one  league,  and  on  the  south  one  league,  and 
these  four  lines  to  be  measured  from  the  four  corners  of  the  pueblo 
(village,)  leaving  out  the  temple,  which  is  situated  to  the  south  of  said 
pueblo  (village,)  and  he  so  provided,  directed  and  signed  with  me, 
the  secretary  of  government  and  war,  to  which  I  certify. 

DOMINGO  JIRONZA  PETROZ  DE  CRUZATE. 

Before  me : 

DON  PEDRO  LADRON  DE  GUITARA, 

Secretary  of  Government  and  War. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe}  New  Meadco,  October  2,  1855. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  translation  of  the  original  on  file  in  this 
office.  DAVID  V.  WHITING,  Translator. 
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Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe7  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  transla- 
tion on  file  in  this  office.  ' 

WILLIAM  PELHAM,  Suryeyor  General. 


ASo  de  1689.— En  el  Pu°.  de  N*\  S*.  de  Guadalupe  del  Passo  del 
Rio  del  Norte  en  veinte  y  cinco  dias  del  mes  de  Sep*,  de  mil  seissien- 
tos  y  ochenta  y  nueve  anos,  el  Seiior  Gou*r.  y  Capn.  Gen1.  Dtt.  Domin- 
go Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate  dijo  que  por  quanto  en  el  alcanze  que  se 
dio  en  el  de  la  Nueba  Mex00.  de  los  Yndios  Que  res  y  los  Apostatas  y 
los  Tegues  y  de  naz°\  Thanos  y  despues  de  hauer  peleado  con  todos  los 
demas  Yndios  de  todos  Pu°*. ,  un  Yndio  del  pu°  de  Zia  llamado  Varto- 
lome  de  Ojeda,  que  fue  el  que  mas  se  senalo  en  la  vatalla  acudiendo  a 
todas  partes  se  rindio  biendose  herido  de  un  balazo  y  un  flechasso  lo 
cual  como  dicho  es  mande  que  denajo  de  juram*.  declare  como  se  alia 
el  Pu*.  de  Cochiti  que  fue  Apostata  y  que  anduno  en  las  vatallas  de 
aquel  reyno  de  la  Nueva  Mex°°.  pues  fueron  unos  Yndios  muy  alzados. 

Preguntado,  que  si  este  Pu°.  voluera  en  algun  tiempo  a  Apostatarse 
como  ha  sido  costumbre  entre  ellos  y  dize  el  confesante  que  no  ;  que 
yaest&  muy  metido  en  temor;  que  aunque  estavan  los  Yndios  muy  am- 
lantados,  y  ania  sido  un  Pueulo  muy  revelde  pero  con  lo  que  les  hauia 
lusedido  en  Zia  el  ano  pasado  jusgana  que  era  un  inposible  que  no 
dieran  la  obediencia. 

Preguntado,  que  si  tiene  mas  que  desir  de  esos  Yndios  por  lo  que 
toca  &  rebolucionarse  y  andar  con  los  Apostatas,  y  dize  el  confesante 
que  no;  y  que  esuerdad  que  fue  un  Pu°.  muy  revelde  pero  que  con  lo 
que  les  hauia  susedido  el  ano  pasado  en  el  Pu°.  de  Zia,  jusgana  era  un 
ynposible  que  dejaran  de  dar  la  obedienzia;  por  lo  cual  se  consedio  por 
el  Senor  Gouer.  y  Cap".  Gen1.  D\  Domingo  Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate 
los  linderos  que  aqui  anocto :  para  el  norte  una  legua;  y  para  el  oriente 
una  legua;  y  para  el  poniente  una  legua;  y  para  el  sur  a  la  punta  de 
una  loma  pelada  que  queda  en  serca  de  una  agua  que  corre  ahonde 
el  sol  sale  y  entra  al  Rio  Vrabo  esa  den  **[torn]**  por  su  rreueldia. 

Y  siendole  leida  y  dada  a  en  tender  esta  su  confecion,  y  dijo  el  con- 
fesante que  lo  que  tiene  dicho  es  la  verdad  por  el  juram*.  que  tiene 
echo,  en  que  se  afirmo  y  ratified  por  muchas  veces  y  siendo  efectivo  lo 
firmo  junto  con  dicho  Seiior  Gouw.  y  Cap".  Gen1.,  ante  mi  el  present* 
Secret*,  de  Gouw.  y  guerra;  que  de  ello  doy  fee. 

DOMINGO  JIRONZA  PETROZ  DE  CRUZATE. 
BARTOLOMlS  DE  OJEDA. 

Ante  mi : 

DO*  PEDRO  LADRON  DE  GUITARA, 

Se*.  de  g*.  y  gue^. 
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Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico  y  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING, 

Translator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30, 1856. 

David  Y.  Whiting,  whose  genuine  signature  appears  subscribed  to 
the  foregoing  certificate,  is,  and  was  at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the 
same,  the  translator  of  this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico, 


Year  1689. — In  the  town  of  our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  del  Paso  del  Bio 
del  Norte,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  the  month  of  September,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  his  excellency  Don 
Domingo  Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate,  governor  and  captain  general; 
stated  that,  whereas,  in  overtaking,  in  the  kingdom  of  New  Mexico, 
the  Queres  Indians  and  the  Apostates  and  the  Theguas,  and  those  of 
the  Thanos  nation,  and  after  having  fought  with  all  the  other  In- 
dians of  all  the  pueblos,  an  Indian  of  the  pueblo  of  Zia,  called  Bar- 
tolome  de  Ojeda,  who  distinguished  himself  the  most  in  the  battle, 
lending  his  aid  everywhere,  and  surrendered,  being  wounded  with  a 
bullet  and  an  arrow,  who  as  afore  stated,  I  ordered  to  declare  under 
oath,  the  condition  of  the  pueblo  of  Oochiti,  that  apostatized  and  took 
part  in  the  wars  in  that  kingdom  of  New  Mexico,  as  they  were  very 
rebellious  Indians. 

Questioned.  If  the  pueblo  would  rebel  again  at  any  future  time,  as 
it  was  customary  with  them.  The  deponent  answered  no  ;  that  they 
were  very  much  intimidated.  That  although  they  were  very  arrogant 
Indians,  and  was  a  very  rebellious  pueblo,  but  that  with  what  had 
happened  to  them  at  Zia  in  the  year  previous,  he  judged  that  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  fail  in  yielding  obedience. 

Questioned.  If  he  has  anything  further  to  state  in  regard  to  these 
Indians,  concerning  their  rebelling'and  associating  with  the  Apostates, 
and  the  deponent  answered,  no ;  and  that  it  is  true  that  it  was  a  very 
rebellious  pueblo,  but  with  what  had  happened  to  them  in  the  pre- 
vious year,  in  the  pueblo  of  Zia,  he  judged  that  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  fail  in  yielding  their  obedience.  Therefore,  his  excellency, 
Don  Domingo  Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate,  governor  and  captain  gen- 
eral, granted  them  the  boundaries  I  herein  set  forth  :  On  the  north 
one  league,  on  the  east  one  league,  on  the  west  one  league,  on  th% 
south,  to  the  point  of  a  barren  hill,  near  a  stream  of  water,  running 
in  the  direction  of  the  rising  sun,  and  which  empties  into  the  Bravo 
river.     This  they  owe  for  being  rebels. 
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And  this,  his  confession,  having  been  read  and  explained  to  him, 
and  the  deponent  answered  that  what  he  had  stated  was  the  truth, 
under  the  oath  which  he  had  taken,  which  he  affirmed  and  ratified 
several  times,  and  such  being  the  case,  he  signed  with  said  governor 
and  captain  general,  before  me  the  present  secretary  of  government 
and  war.    To  which  I  certify. 

BARTOLME  DB  OJEDA, 

DOMINGO  JIRONZA  PETROZ  DE  CRUZATE. 
Before  me 

DON  PEDRO  LADRON  DE  GUITARA, 

Secretary  of  Government  and  War. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fi,  New  Mexico,  May  9,  1856. 

I,  David  V.  Whiting,  translator,  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  cor- 
rect translation  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING, 

Translator. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe>  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  trne  copy  of  the  original  translation 
on  file  in  this  office. 

WILLIAM  PELHAM, 

Surveyor  General. 


Alto  de  1689. — En  el  Puevlo  de  N1*.  SeSora  de  Guadalupe  del  Passo 
del  Rio  del  Norte  a  los  veinte  dias  del  mes  de  Septiembre,  de  1689 
snoe,  el  Senor  Gou*.  y  Cap*.  Gen1.  Dn.  Domingo  Jironza  Petroz  de 
Cruzate  dijo  que  por  quanto  en  el  alcanze  que  se  dio  en  el  Pueulo  de 
Santo  Domingo,  de  la  nacion  Queres  y  Apostatas  del  Nueuo  Mexico,  el 
dicho  Pueulo  quedo  saluo  del  naufragio  a  un  cuando  ese  Pueulo  obed- 
sia  &  un  Yndio,  Bartolom6  de  Ojeda,  natural  del  Pu°.  de  Zia,  que  fue 
el  que  mas  se  senalo  en  las  batallas.  Pero  sin  hacer  mencion  de  esta 
verosimil  peregrinacion  a  segun  se  halla  el  reyno  de  la  Nueua  Mex00., 
y  mirandose  el  Yndio  inutil  y  con  su  proseso,  ya  declarado  y  no  tuno 
esperanzas  de  viuir  y  siendo  acusado  y  esaminado  en  su  confecion  por 
el  Ministro  de  Campo  Baninguas  Mendoza,  pues  denajo  de  juram*. 
dijo  era  natural  de  la  Prou\  de  la  Nueua  Mex60. ,  y  que  tiene  de  edad 


veinte  y  uno  6  veinte  y  dos  anos,  poco  mas  6  m6no8,  y  que  no  ha  tenido 
mas  oficio  que  el  ejercicio  de  la  ag*.  v  siendo  capas  dicho  Senor  Gou". 
y  Oapm.  Gen1,  del  rasonamiento  del  iTndio  le  dijo  declare  la  verdad. 

Preguntado  cuales  su  los  linderos  que  consta  tener  Santo.  Domingo, 
y  dize  el  confesante  queal  norte  las  loraas  pelades  que  quedan  serca  & 
un  riachuela  que  corre  de  ahonde  el  sol  sale  y  se  junta  con  el  Rio 
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Vravo  del  norte,  7  al  oriente  una  agua  que  llama  de  Alonzo  Catiti, 
serca  de  un  serro  Vlanco  de  Jaspe,  y  al  poniente  un  serrito  que  esta  en 
la  orilla  de  un  arroyo,  y  se  alia  una  cueva  al  lado  del  mediodia  y  al  su 
en  la  orilla  de  una  lorna  que  por  nombre  tiene  Vlanca  Pelada  que 
queda  al  lado  del  oriente. 

Preguntado  que  si  saue  mas  de  lo  que  ha  dicho,  y  dijo  el  confesante 
que  lo  que  tiene  dicho  es  la  verdad  por  el  juram*.  que  tiene  echo  en 
que  se  afirmo  y  ratifico  muchas  veces.  Y  siendole  leida  y  dada  &  en- 
tender  esta  merced  y  la  firmo  junto  con  dicho  Sefior  GouOT.  y  Cap11. 
Gen1,  ante  mi,  el  presente  Secret0  de  GouM.  y  guerra,  que  de  ello  doy 

fee 

DOMINGO  JIRONZA  PETROZ  DE  CRUZATE. 

BARTOLOMfi  DE  OJEDA. 

Ante  mi : 

PEDRO  LADRON  DE  GUITARA, 

Se°.  de  g\  y  gue\ 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING, 

Translator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

David  V.  Whiting,  whose  genuine  signature  appears  subscribed  to 
the  foregoing  certificate,  is,  and  was  at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the 
same,  the  translator  of  this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


(Translation.] 

1689. — In  the  town  of  our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  del  Passo  del  Rio  del 
Norte,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  month  of  Septeir^er,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  his  excePency  Don  Do- 
mingo Jironza  Petroz  de  Cruzate,  governor  and  captain  general, 
stated  that  whereas,  in  overtaking  the  Queres  nation  and  the  Apos- 
tates of  New  Mexico,  at  the  pueblo  of  Santo  Domingo,  escaped  ship- 
wreck, although  this  pueblo  (village)  obeyed  an  Indian  by  the  name 
of  Bartolome  de  Ojido,  a  native  of  the  pueblo  of  Zia,  and  one  of  those 
who  were  most  conspicuous  in  the  battle,  but  without  making  any 
reference  to  this  wonderful  journey,  considering  the  condition  of  New 
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Mexico,  and  the  Indian  finding  himself  powerless,  and  this  process 
issued,  and  not  expecting  to  live,  and  being  accused  and  examined  in 
his  confession  by  the  army  chaplain,  Barrenquez  Mendoza,  he  declared 
under  oath  that  he  was  a  native  of  the  province  of  New  Mexico,  that 
he  is  twenty-one  or  two  years  of  age,  more  or  less,  and  that  he  has  had 
no  other  occupation  than  that  of  agricultural  agent,  and  his  excel- 
lency the  governor  general,  being  satisfied  with  the  reasoning  of  the 
Indian,  required  of  him  to  state  the  truth. 

Being  interrogated  what  are  the  boundaries  of  Santo  Domingo,  the 
deponent  answered  :  On  the  north  the  Lomas  Pelados,  (Barren  Hills,) 
near  a  rivulet  running  from  where  the  sun  rises,  and  empties  into  the 
Bio  Bravo  del  Norte,  and  to  the  east  a  water  (cena  aqua,)  called 
Alonzo  Catiti,  near  a  white  hill  of  alabaster,  and  to  the  west  a  little 
hill  which  is  on  the  bank  of  the  dry  bed  of  a  stream  and  where  there 
is  a  cave  on  the  south,  to  the  side  of  a  hill  having  the  name  of  Blanca 
Palado  towards  the  east. 

Being  interrogated  if  he  knew  more  than  what  he  had  already 
stated  the  deponent  answered  that  what  he  had  stated  was  the  truth, 
under  the  oath  which  he  had  taken,  which  statements  he  affirmed  and 
ratified  several  times,  and  this  grant  having  been  read  to  him  and  he 
being  informed  thereof,  he  signed  with  his  excellency  the  governor 
and  captain  general,  before  me,  the  present  secretary  of  government 
and  war,  to  which  I  certify. 

DON  DOMINGO  JIRONZA  PETROZ  DE  CRUZATE. 
BARTOLOME  DE  OJEDA. 

Before  me, 

PEDRO  LADRON  DE  GUITARA, 

Secretary  of  Government  and  War. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  March  20,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  translation  of  the  original  on  file  in  this 
office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING, 

Translator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 

September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  translation  on  file  in 
this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


Recibi  el  oficio  de  V.  R.  de  11  del  corriente  sobre  medidas  de  laleagua 
de  terreno  del  Pueblo  de  Taos,  que  se  debe  contar  de  cinco  mil  varas 
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* 

desde  la  erne  del  cementerio  para  todos  rumbos ;  sobre  cuyo  panto  be 
puesto  decreto  con  fecba  de  hoy  para  que  el  Ale1,  mayor  de  ese  partido 
se  arregle  a  61  mesclando  la  equidad  y  la  justicia,  para  que  no  sea  tan 
grave  el  quebranto  de  los  vecinos  introducidoe  en  suelo  ageno  ;  a  cay© 
efecto  espero  contribuya  Y.  R.  con  sua  buenos  oficios. 
Dios  g"\  V.  R.  m\  a'. 

Santa  Ffi,  15  de  Abril  de  1815. 

ALBERTO  MAYNEZ. 
Al  M.  R.  r.  Fray  Joefi  Bbkteo  Perbyro. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 

DAVID  Y.  WHITING, 

Trandator. 


Surveyor  General's  Oftice, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

David  V.  Whiting,  whose  genuine  signature  is  subscribed  to  the 
foregoing  certificate,  was  the  translator  of  this  office  at  the  time  of 
signing  the  same. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


[Translation.] 

The  communication  of  your  reverence  of  the  1 1th  instant  is  received 
concerning  the  measurement  of  the  league  of  land  of  the  pueblo  of 
Taos,  which  shall  contain  five  thousand  varas  from  the  cross  in  the 
cemetery  towards  the  four  cardinal  points,  concerning  which  matter 
I  have  to-day  issued  a  decree  to  the  senior  justice  of  that  jurisdiction, 
requiring  him  to  be  governed  thereby,  mingling  equity  with  justice, 
so  that  the  citizens  who  are  on  alien  lands  may  not  be  injured  more 
than  what  is  absolutely  necessary,  in  which  I  trust  your  reverencq 
will  co-operate  with  your  kind  offices. 

God  preserve  you  many  years  t 

Santa  Fe,  April  15,  1815. 

ALBERTO  MAGUEZ. 
Very  Reverend  Friar  Josfi  Benito  Perbyro. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  August  2,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  translation  of  the  original  on  file  in  this 
office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING,  Trandator. 
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Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  translation  now  in  this 

office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General. 


Pablo  Romero,  governor,  Juan  Reyno,  war  captain,  and  Benito  Car 
sillas,  cacique  of  the  pueblo  of  San  Geronimo  de  los  Thaos,  being 
duly  sworn  by  the  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico,  and  in  the  pres- 
ence of  General  A.  G.  Mayers,  Indian  agent  for  the  pueblos  of  New 
Mexico,  they  made  answer  as  follows  to  the  following  interrogatories 
propounded  to  them : 

Question.  Have  you  the  original  title-deeds  to  the  pueblo  lands 
granted  by  the  Spanish  government  ? 

Answer.  We  have  not. 

Question.  Did  your  pueblo  ever  have  any  title-deeds  to  their  lands  ? 

Answer.  By  tradition  from  our  forefathers  we  know  that  a  grant' 
was  made  to  our  pueblo  at  the  same  time  that  grants  were  made  to 
all  the  other  pueblos  of  the  Territory.  By  tradition  we  also  know 
that  there  were  certain  fixed  boundaries  to  our  lands.  We  do  not 
know  when  or  how  the  original  grant  was  lost ;  it  was  not  in  the  pueblo* 
when  we  were  born. 

Question.  Do  the  lands  of  the  pueblo  extend  one  league  from  the* 
church  in  the  direction  of  the  four  cardinal  points  of  the  compass  ? 

Answer.  By  tradition  we  also  know  that  our  lands  extended  one 
league  to  each  of  the  cardinal  points  measured  from  the  cross  in  the 
centre  of  the  burial-ground. 

Question.  Have  yeu  any  tradition  in  your  pueblo  of  the  length  of 
time  the  pueblo  has  been  in  existence  ? 

Answer.  The  pueblo  was  settled  before  the  conquest,  and  it  haa 
been  continuously  occupied  from  that  time  up  to  the  present. 

Question.  Do  you  make  your  livelihood  by  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil  entirely  ? 

Answer.  We  rely  upon  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  entirely  for  our 
support.  We  raise  wheat  and  corn,  and  have  a  few  head  of  stock.  We 
are  very  poor. 

his 

PABLO  x  ROMERO,  Governor. 

mark, 
hit 

JUAN  x  REYNO,  War  Captain. 

mark, 
hii 

BENITO  x  CASILLAS,  Cacique. 

mark. 

Witnesses : 

David  V.  Whiting, 
A.  G.  Maters, 

Agent  for  the  Pueblo  Indians  of  New  Mexico. 

33 
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Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  the  office  of  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral of  New  Mexico,  on  the  2d  day  of  August,  1856. 

W.  PELHAM,  Surveyor  General. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30, 1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  testimony  on  file  in 
this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


SANTA  CLARA. 

• 

Pascual,  governor,  Jose  Maria,  lieutenant-governor,  Jose  Pablo, 
chief  of  the  pueblo  of  Santa  Clara,  were  duly  sworn  by  the  surveyor 

Seneral,  in  his  office,  at  Santa  Fe,  in  the  presence  of  General  A.  G. 
layers,  Indian  agent ;  whereupon  they  answered  the  interrogatories 
propounded  to  them  in  the  following  manner,  viz: 
.  Question.  Did  the  pueblo  of  Santa  Clara  receive  a  grant  from  the 
government  of  Spain,  and  was  it  understood  by  tradition  in  the  pue- 
blo that  such  a  grant  was  ever  in  their  possession? 

Answer.  The  old  men  of  the  pueblo  say  that  they  had  a  grant 
from  the  King ;  but,  as  we  are  young  men,  we  never  saw  it,  the  docu- 
ment having  been  lost  before  we  arrived  at  years  of  discretion. 

Question.  Are  the  lands  of  the  pueblo  considered  to  extend  one 
league  from  the  church  to  the  four  cardinal  points  of  the  compass  ? 

Answer.  The  grants  made  to  all  the  pueblos  called  for  the  same 
amount  of  land,  and  we  claim  the  same  amount  that  the  other  pue- 
blos contain. 

Question.  Have  you  any  tradition  in  your  pueblo  of  the  length  of 
time  it  has  been  in  existence,  and  was  the  oldest  man  among  you 
born  in  the  pueblo? 

Answer.  We  do  not  know  how  long  the  pueblo  has  been  in  exist- 
ence. The  oldest  man  was  born  in  the  jmeblo.  We  do  not  know  the 
number  of  generations  that  have  passed  since  the  pueblo  was  occupied. 

Question.  Do  you  raise  corn,  wheat,  fruit,  and  stock  in  the  pueblo, 
and  do  you  subsist  entirely  by  agricultural  pursuits? 

Answer.  We  do  raise  corn  and  wheat  and  a  little  fruit,  and  a  few- 
head  of  stock.  Our  support  is  derived  entirely  from  the  products  of 
the  soil.  When  our  crops  are  not  good  we  suffer  for  the  necessaries 
of  life. 

hifl 

PASCUAL,  +  Governor. 

mark. 

hii 

JOSE  MARIA,  +  Lieut.  Governor. 

mtrlu 
hii 

JOSE  PABLO,  +  Chhf. 
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Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  16th  day  of  June,  1866. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe}  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  testimony  on  file  in 
this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


Carlos  Vigil,  governor,  Juan  Ramos,  lieutenant-governor,  Jos6 
Manuel,  sheriff,  Jos6,  chief  of  the  Indian  pueblo  of  Tesuque,  being 
duly  sworn  by  the  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico,  and  in  the  pres- 
ence of  General  A.  G.  Mayers,  Indian  agent  for  the  said  pueblos, 
made  answer  as  follows  to  the  interrogatories  made  to  them : 

Question.  Have  you  the  original  title-deeds  to  the  pueblo  lands 
granted  by  the  Spanish  government  ? 

Answer.  They  nave  not. 

Question.  Did  your  pueblo  ever  have  any  title-deeds  to  their  lands  ? 

Answer.  There  were  title-deeds  to  the  pueblo,  but  the  authorities 
of  the  Mexican  government  at  Santa  Fe  took  them  from  them  in 
order  to  have  them  copied  and  revalidated,  the  originals  being  much 
torn ;  since  which  time  they  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  them. 

Question.  Do  the  lands  of  the  pueblo  extend  one  league  from  the 
church  in  the  direction  of  the  four  cardinal  points  of  the  compass  ? 

Answer.  The  pueblo  contains  one  league  in  each  direction  from  the 
church,  but  the  distance  from  east  to  west  only  has  been  measured. 

Question.  Have  you  any  tradition  among  your  pueblo  of  the  length 
of  time  the  pueblo  has  been  occupied  ? 

Answer.  They  have  not. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  of  how  many  generations  have  passed 
since  the  pueblo  existed,  and  if  the  oldest  inhabitant  of  the  pueblo 
was  born  there? 

Answer.  Five  generations  have  passed  in  the  pueblo,  (fifty  years  in 

each  generation  ;)  the  oldest  inhabitant  was  born  in  the  pueblo. 

CARLOS  VIGIL, 

Governor. 

JUAN  RAMOS  HERERA, 

Lieutenant  Gfovernor. 
his  

JOS£  x  MANUEL,  Sheriff. 

mark, 
hit 

JOSfi,  X    OMtf. 
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Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general 
of  New  Mexico,  on  this  14th  day  of  June,  1856. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  testimony  on  file  in 
this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  Oeneral  of  New  Mexico. 


SAN  ILDEFONSO. 

Acencio  Pena,  governor,  Antonico  Gabaldon,  chief,  Jose  Antonio 
Gonzalez,  chief  of  the  pueblo  of  San  Udefonso,  being  duly  sworn  by  the 
surveyor  general,  at  his  office,  in  Santa  Fe,  in  the  presence  of  General 
A.  G.  Mayers,  Indian  agent  for  the  pueblos,  they  answered  the  inter- 
rogatories propounded  to  them  in  the  following  manner,  viz : 

Question.  Did  the  pueblos  of  San  Udefonso  receive  a  grant  of  the 
lands  they  occupy  from  the  King  of  Spain  ? 

Answer.  They  did  receive  a  grant. 

Question.  Where  is  the  grant  now  ? 

Answer.  We  do  not  know  where  the  grant  is  now. 

Question.  Do  you  know  when  and  how  the  pueblo  was  deprived  of 
its- possession? 

Answer.  The  priest  of  the  pueblo  (Tagle)  took  it  from  the  pueblo, 
stating  that,  as  it  was  torn  and  scarcely  legible,  he  would  take  it  to 
Santa  Fe  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  certified  copy  of  it  made.  This 
took  place  many  years  ago ;  the  priest  died  a  long  time  ago.  Since 
it  was  taken  it  has  not  been  returned,  neither  have  we  heard  anything 
of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  any  tradition  of  the  length  of  time  the  pueblo 
has  been  settled  ? 

Answer.  The  pueblo  was  in  existence  before  the  city  of  Santa  Fe 
was  built  (1692.) 

Question.  Has  the  pueblo  been  occupied  continuously  from  that  date 
up  to  the  present  time  by  your  people  ? 

Answer.  It  has. 

Question.  Do  you  know  if  the  grant  of  the  pueblo  called  for  one 
league  from  the  church  towards  the  four  cardinal  points  of  the  compass, 
and  if  you  claim  the  same  amount  of  land  granted  to  the  other  pueblos? 

Answer.  The  grant  called  for  one  league  from  the  church  towards 
the  four  cardinal  points.  We  claim  the  same  amount  of  land  the 
other  pueblos  have. 

Question.  Do  you  raise  wheat,  corn,  and  fruit,  and  stock ;  and  do 
you  subsist  entirely  by  agricultural  pursuits  ? 
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Answer.  We  raise  wheat,  corn,  and  fruit,  and  a  few  horses,  and 
rely  upon  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  exclusively,  for  our  maintenance. 

ACENCIO  X  PENA,  Governor. 

mark. 

ANTONICO  x  GABALDEN,  Chief. 

mark. 

JOSE  ANTONIO  X  GONZALEZ,  Chief. 

mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  16th  day  of  June,  1856. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  testimony  on  file  in 
this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


POJOAQUE. 


Jose  de  Jesus  Montoya,  governor,  Juan  Bautista  Sanchez,  war 
chief,  and  Martias,  preserver  of  the  peace  of  the  pueblo  of  Pojoaque, 
being  duly  sworn  by  the  surveyor  general,  at  his  office,  at  Santa  Fe, 
in  the  presence  of  General  A.  G.  Mayers,  Indian  agent  for  the  pueblos, 
they  answered  the  interrogatories  propounded  to  them  in  the  follow- 
ing manner,  to  wit : 

Question.  Did  the  pueblo  of  Pojoaque  receive  a  grant  for  the  lands 
they  occupy  from  the  King  of  Spain  ? 

Answer.  They  did  receive  a  grant  from  the  King  of  Spain. 

Question.  Where  is  the  grant  now  ? 

Answer.  We  do  not  know  where  it  is  now. 

Question.  Do  you  know  when  and  how  the  pueblo  was  deprived  of 
its  possession  ? 

Answer.  About  forty  years  since,  a  land  suit  occurred  between  the 
pueblo  and  a  Mexican,  and  the  title-deed  of  the  pueblo  was  presented 
to  the  alcalde  of  Chimayo,  Bautista  Vigil  as  evidence  in  the  case ;  since 
which  time  the  grant  has  not  been  heard  of. 

Question.  Have  you  any  tradition  of  the  length  of  time  the  pueblo 
has  been  in  existence  ? 

Answer.  The  bell  of  the  church  of  the  pueblo  bears  date  1710  ;  the 
bell  was  cast  for  the  church. 

Question.  Has  the  pueblo  been  occupied  continuously  from  that  date 
np  to  the  present  time  by  your  people? 

Answer.  It  has  been  so  occupied. 
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Question.  Do  you  know  if  the  grant  of  the  pueblo  called  for  one 
league  from  the  church  towards  the  four  cardinal  points  of  the  compasB ; 
and  if  you  claim  the  same  amount  of  land  granted  to  the  other  pueblos? 

Answer.  We  claim  one  league  from  the  corners  of  the  church  to- 
wards the  four  cardinal  points,  and  are  entitled  to  the  same  amount 
of  land  granted  to  the  other  pueblos. 

Question.  Do  you  raise  wheat,  corn,  fruit,  and  stock,  and  do  you 
subsist  entirely  by  agricultural  pursuits  ? 

Answer.  We  raise  wheat  and  corn,  and  depend  on  what  we  raise  for 
our  subsistence.  We  do  not  raise  enough  to  support  us  comfortably, 
but  live  on  what  we  raise,  although  we  suffer  sometimes. 

JOSti  DE  JESUS  MONTOYA,  x  Governor. 

mark. 

JUAN  BAUTISTA  SANCHEZ,  War  Chief. 

Mi 


MARTIAS,  X  Preserver  of  the  Peace. 


nark. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  28th  day  of  June,  1856. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  testimony  on  file  in  this 
office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 


Donaciano  Vigil,  late  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mex- 
ico, being  duly  sworn,  declares  that,  since  the  year  1840,  the 
?eriod  when  he  received  the  charge  of  the  public  archives  of  the 
territory  of  New  Mexico,  there  were  no  title-deeds  of  grants  made  to 
Indian  pueblos  of  New  Mexico  in  the  archives  under  his  charge 
from  that  date  up  to  the  present  time.  That  occupying  the  position 
he  did,  as  secretary  as  well  as  recorder  of  public  documents,  and 
having  had  occasion  to  examine  them  very  often,  he  had  every  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  if  they  were  in  the  archives  or  not.  The  said  de- 
ponent further  states,  that  the  lands  held  by  the  Indian  pueblos  of 
Tesuque  Nambe,  Santa  Clara,  and  Ran  Ildefonso,  were  always  recog- 
nized as  belonging  to  said  Indians,  by  virtue  of  grants  made  to  them 
by  the  authorities  of  the  Spanish  government  towards  the  close  of 
the  seventeenth  century.  That  from  time  immemorial  they  have 
continued  in  the  pacific  and  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  lands  they  occupy 
without  any  question  being  raised  as  to  their  legal  right  thereto. 

DONACIANO  VIGIL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  21st  day  of  June,  1856. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 
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Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe3  New  Meocico,  September  30,  1856. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in 
this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General. 


[iu  S.]  ONE  QUARTER. 

Seal  fourth,  one  quarter,  for  the  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eleven,  and  twelve  and  thirteen,  and  seven  hundred  and  fourteen. 

[L.  8.]  ONE  QUARTER. 

Don  Fernando  de  Alencaster  Noroma  and  Silva,  Duke  of  Linares, 
Marquis  of  Yaldefuentes,  Count  of  Goarca  and  Porto  Alegre,  Knight 
Commander  of  the  Order  of  Santiago,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal, 
Gentleman  of  the  Bed  Chamber  and  Audience  of  His  Majesty,  Viceroy 
Governor  and  Captain  General  of  New  Spain,  and  President  of  the 
Boyal  Audience  thereof: 

Whereas  His  Majesty  (whom  may  God  preserve)  has  been  pleased 
to  issue  the  royal  decree  in  the  following  terms  :  The  King. — Whereas 
the  ordinances  and  laws  of  the  Indies,  and  especially  the  eighth,  book 
third  of  the  recopilation  of  the  same,  provide  that  locations,  with  suf- 
ficient water,  land,  timber,  entrances  and  exits,  for  cultivation,  be 
given  to  the  settlements  and  towns  (pueblos)  of  Indians  which  may  be 
formed,  and  a  common  of  one  league,  where  they  can  pasture  their 
cattle,  without  their  being  mixed  with  those  of  the  Spaniards ;  and 
whereas  I  have  been  informed  that  these  ordinances  are  not  complied 
with,  in  any  of  their  provisions,  in  all  the  missions  of  New  Spain, 
the  governors  and  agents  not  only  neglecting  to  give  lands  to.  the 
Indians,  in  order  that  they  may  form  towns,  (pueblos,)  but  even  those 
who  have  lands  are  deprived  of  them  by  force  ;  selling  their  children 
as  slaves,  and  taking  their  women  to  their  houses  as  servants ;  employ- 
ing them  to  spin,  weave,  and  labor,  without  remunerating  them  for 
their  labor  ;  depopulating,  in  this  manner,  the  pueblos  that  have  been 
established  at  the  cost  of  so  much  labor  by  the  missionaries,  who  are 
prevented  from  administering  to  them  and  teaching  them  the  doctrine  ; 
and,  consequently,  preventing  the  formation  of  pueblos  by  the  many  In- 
dians recently  converted,  which  would  not  be  the  case  were  the  gover- 
nors and  agents  to  comply  with  the  aforesaid  law,  and  discharge  the 
duties  of  their  office,  instead  of  attending  to  their  private  interests  : 
Therefore,  by  these  presents,  we  direct — my  Viceroy  of  New  Spain,  the 
Audience  and  Governors  of  the  same — that,  in  view  of  the  displeasure 
which  this  information  has  caused  us,  in  future  they  provide  a  remedy 
for  this  pernicious  abuse,  and  punish  the  transgressors  of  the  aforesaid 
laws;  and  that  in  the  compliance  aud  fulfilment  of  the  same  they  use 
their  best  endeavors  and  zeal  in  order  that  the  lands,  water,  and  pas- 


520  REPORT   OF   THE 

■ 

tures  granted  to  them  be  given  to  the  aforesaid  recently  converted  In- 
dians; and  that  in  no  case  whatsoever  are  they,  their  children,  or 
women,"  to  be  used  in  service  without  their  consent,  and  the  payment 
of  the  customary  price  for  labor,  (such  being  agreeable  to  the  service 
of  God  and  of  ourself,)  with  the  assurance  that  if  not  complied  with, 
we  will  proceed  to  use  severe  measures  ;  and  of  the  receipt  of  this  de- 
cree, and  of  the  publication  of  such  portions  as  may  be  necessary  to  be 
complied  with,  and  of  the  result  of  the  measures  adopted,  report  will 
be  made  to  us  by  the  first  opportunity,  in  order  that  I  may  be  informed. 

Done  at  Madrid  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  thirteen.  I  the  King:  By  order  of  the  King,  our  sovereign: 
Don  Diego  de  Morales  Velasco,  countersigned  with  four  rubrics. 

And  said  royal  decree  having  been  obeyed  by  me  on  the  fourth 
instant,  I  directed  that,  for  the  performance  and  fulfilment  of  the  man- 
dates of  his  Majesty,  it  be  taken  to  the  Attorney  General,  (Fiscal); 
and,  having  seen  his  answer,  with  which  I  am  satisfied,  I,  by  these 
presents,  direct  the  Governor  and  Captain  General  of  the  province  of 
New  Mexico  to  obey,  perform,  and  execute,  punctually  and  faithfully, 
the  contents  of  said  royal  decree,  and  use  every  means  in  order  that 
the  newly-converted  Indians  receive  the  lands,  waters,  and  commons, 
which  are  granted  to  them  by  the  royal  ordinances,  without  permitting 
any  person  to  use  their  children  or  women,  for  private  service,  with- 
out their  free  consent,  paying  them  in  such  event  the  customary  price 
for  their  labor,  being  zealous  and  careful  of  the  performance  of  the 
mandates  of  his  Majesty,  such  being  agreeable  to  the  service  of  God 
and  his  Majesty,  under  the  penalty  of  five  hundred  dollars  to  be  irre- 
coverably forfeited.  Mexico,  October  twenty-second,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fourteen. 

THE  DUKE  OF  LINARES. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency : 

CARLOS  ROMO  DE  LA  VEGA. 

[Rubric]  [Rubric] 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  Translator's  Department, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  April  15,  1856. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  translation  of  the  original  on  file  in  this 
office. 

DAVID  V.  WHITING, 

Translator. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1856. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in 
this  office. 

WM.  PELHAM, 

Surveyor  General. 
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U. 

Estimate  of  appropriations  required  for  the  office  of  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral of  New  Mexico,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858. 


Object  of  appropriation. 

Amount. 

For  salary  of  the  surveyor  general      - 

For  salaries  of  clerks  and  messenger   - 

For  incidental  expenses  of  the  surveyor  general's  office. 

For  surveying  private  land  claims       - 

For  surveying  public  lands      -            -            -           - 

$3,000  00 
12,000  00 
3,000  00 
30,000  00 
50,000  00 

98,000  00 

WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico* 
Surveyor  General's  Office, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  August  31,  1856. 


V. 


Estimate  of  appropriations  required  for  the  department  of  Private  Land 
Claims  of  the  office  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico,  for  this 
fiscal  year  ending  Jwne  30,  1856. 


Object  of  appropriation. 


For  salary  of  translator  - 

For  incidental  expenses  - 

For  establishing  ooundaries  of  claims  approved 

For  the  purchase  of  Spanish  and  Mexican  law  books, 
required  as  authorities  in  the  investigation  of  pri- 
vate land  claims        - 


Amount. 


$2,000  00 
3,000  00 
5,000  00 


750  00 


10,750  00 


WM.  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  General  of  New  Mexico. 

Surveyor  General' s  Office, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  August  31, 1856. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  GENERAL  OF  KANSAS. 

» 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Wyandott,  K.  T.y  October  20, 1856. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  your  instructions  of  April  11, 1856,  I  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  office. for  the  year 
ending  September  30,  1856: 

All  the  lands  in  Kansas  east  of  range  twelve  east,  except  the  Indian 
reservations,  have  been  surveyed  into  sections  embracing  two  hundred 
and  forty-two  townships,  (whole  and  fractional,)  all  of  which  are  re- 
ported to  this  office.  The  guide-meridian  has  been  extended  south 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  base  line.  The  base  line  has 
been  extended  west  from  the  Missouri  river  one  hundred  and  eight 
miles  on  the  parallel  of  40°.  The  principal  meridian  has  been  estab- 
lished south  from  the  base  line  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  ;  and  five 
standard  parallels,  at  a  distance  of  five  townships  or  thirty  miles  apart, 
have  been  run  and  established  from  the  principal  meridian  to  the  east- 
ern boundary  of  the  Territory.  One  hundred  and  thirty-five  town- 
ships have  been  reported  to  your  office  as  complete;  forty-two  are 
nearly  completed,  and  will  be  forwarded  to  you  in  three  or  four  weeks ; 
and  sixty-four  townships  will  probably  be  reported  as  completed  by  the 
1st  of  February  next.  The  surveys  of  the  base  line,  guide-meridians, 
and  so  much  of  the  standard  parallel  lines  as  are  east  of  the  guide- 
meridian  have  been  reported  to  you,  and  the  principal  meridian  and 
standard  parallels  between  the  principal  and  guide-meridians  will 
shortly  be  forwarded.  There  have  been  run  of  township  lines  in  Kan- 
sas, since  this  office  was  first  established,  about  three  thousand  and 
ninety  miles,  of  which  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-two  miles 
seventy-two  chains  and  twenty-four  links  have  been  reported  to  you, 
and  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  are  nearly  ready  to  be  forwarded, 
which  will  embrace  all  the  township  lines  north  of  the  fifth  standard 
parallel  and  east  of  the  guide-meridian. 

The  whole  number  of  acres  surveyed  into  sections  in  Kansas  is  about 
four  million  five  hundred  and  ninety-six  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty ;  of  this,  eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  acres  are  Indian  trust  lands,  as  follows: 

Of  the  Delawares 558,555  acres. 

Of  the  Kaskaskias,  Peorias,  Piankeshaws,  and  We  as,.  256,373     " 
Oftheloways 64,406     " 

There  has  been  paid  out  for  surveys  in  Kansas  as  follows,  to  wit: 

For  running  guide-meridian  and  standard  parallels $6,911  22 

For  running  township  and  subdivisional  lines 34,410  98 

For  extra  work,  not  embraced  in  contracts 2,844  77 

For  running  Indian  boundary  lines 816  46 

For  surveys  of  trust  lands 13,914  12 

58,897  55 
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In  Nebraska  most  of  the  lands  east  of  the  guide-meridian  have  been 
surveyed. 

The  guide-meridian  has  been  extended  north  from  the  base  line  to 
.the  Missouri  river,  and  seven  standard  parallels  at  distances  of  twenty- 
four  miles  apart  have  been  run  east  from  the  guide-meridian  to  the 
Missouri*  river.  The  principal  meridian  and  the  standard  parallels 
between  the.principal  and  the  guide-meridians  are  now  under  contract, 
of  which  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  of  the  principal  meridian  and 
four  standard  parallels  have  been  reported  to  this  office  as  complete. 
The  subdivision  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  townships  was  contracted 
for  last  year;  of  which  twelve  were  declared  abandoned,  ninety-four 
have  been  reported  to  this  office  as  completed,  eighteen  have  been  for- 
warded to  you,  and  twenty-four  are  completed  in  the  field  but  not 
reported  to  this  office.  Of  the  townships  reported,  eighteen  are  now 
being  corrected  in  the  field.  About  eleven  hundred  and  ninety  miles 
of  township  lines  have  been  run,  of  which  one  thousand  and  forty-six 
miles  eighteen  chains  and  nineteen  links  have  been  reported  to  you. 

The  whole  number  of  acres  reported  to  this  office  as  surveyed  in  Ne- 
braska is  about  two  million  seventy-three  thousand  and  six  hundred. 

There  has  been  paid  out  for  surveys  in  Nebraska  as  follows: 

For  running  guide-meridian  and  standard  parallels $3,701  26 

For  running  township  and  subdivisional  lines 11,491  86 

For  extra  work  not  embraced  in  contracts 546  50 


Total  15,739  62 


;»- 


The  survey  of  the  base  line  is  common  to  both  Territories ;  and  for 
running  and  re-running  the  same  and  destroying  marks  on  erroneous 
line,  there  has  been  paid  out  as  follows : 

Original  line  as  run  by  Johnson $1,006  32 

True  line  corrected  to  guide-meridian 1,316  37 

Same  west  to  principal  meridian 529  92 

Total 2,852  61 


Aggregate  sums  paid  for  surveys  in  Kansas $58,897  55 

Aggregate  sums  paid  for  surveys  in  Nebraska 15,739  62 

Aggregate  sum  paid  for  resurvey  of  base  line 2,852  61 

Total  paid  for  surveys  in  this  district 77,489  78 


All  the  surveys  in  Nebraska  have  been  examined.  The  surveys 
north  of  the  Kansas  river,  and  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  standard 
parallels  in  Kansas,  have  been  examined.  The  work  between  the 
second  and  third  and  third  and  fourth  standard  parallels  in  Kansas 
has  been  but  partially  examined,  one  examiner  having  been  taken 
tick  and  another  driven  from  the  field  by  the  .abolitionists. 

The  number  of  pre-emption  -claims  registered  in  this  office  for  the 
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.  Territory  of  Kansas  is  3,036,     The  number  of  pre-emption  claims 
registered  in  this  office  for  the  Territory  of  Nebraska  is  787. 

There  are  in  Kansas  east  of  the  principal  meridian  and  north  of  the 
fifth  standard  parallel  about  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  town- 
ships unsurveyed.  In  Nebraska  east  of  the  principal  meridian  there 
are  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  townships  not  surveyed.  The  appro- 
priations for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857,  will  be  sufficient  to  com- 
plete the  survey  of  about  one-half  of  these  townships  ;  and  an  equal 
sum  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1858,  will  be,  I  should  think,  ample 
to  complete  the  survey  of  all  the  lands  in  both  Territories  east  of  the 
principal  meridian. 

The  services  of  at  least  ten  clerks  will  be  needed  in  this  office ;  I 
have  that  number  now  in  addition  to  the  two  furnished  by  the  Indian 
Department. 

I  estimate  their  united  services  at $11,800 

Surveyor  General's  salary 2,000 

Transcribing  field  notes 4,000 

Office  rent,  &c,  &c 5,000 

Total 22,800 


The  surveys  in  Nebraska,  under  the  appropriation  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1857,  will  be  somewhat  retarded  by  the  inability  of  the 
contractor  to  finish  the  principal  meridian  and  standard  parallels  this 
fall.  Since  the  30th  of  September  last,  I  have  contracted  for  the  town- 
ship and  subdivisional  surveys  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  townships 
in  Kansas,  and  forty-two  in  Nebraska,  and  shall  be  able,  probably, 
to  extend  the  contracts  in  Nebraska  to  about  one  hundred  townships. 
In  selecting  the  lands  for  survey  I  have  been  governed  by  the  settle- 
ments made  and  likely  to  be  made  this  fall  and  next  spring. 

Accompanying  papers  which  form  apart  of  this  report. 

Sketch  of  the  public  surveys  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

Statement  of  surveys  in  Kansas  out  of  appropriations  of  August  4, 
1854,  and  March  3,  1855. 

Statement  of  surveys  in  Nebraska  out  of  appropriations  of  August 
#4,  1854,  and  March  3,  1855. ^ 

General  statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  by  the  surveyor 
general  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  &c. 

Estimate  of  appropriation  for  the  extension  of  surveys  in  Kansas 
and  Nebraska. 

J.  CALHOUN, 
Surveyor  General  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 
Hon.  Thos.  A.  Hendricks, 

Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Wyaaidott,  October  20,  1856. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  send  you  estimates  of  the 
sums  required  for  the  extension  of  the  surveys  in  this  district  for  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1858. 

Estimate  of  the  sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  extension  of 
surveys  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858. 

For  township  and  subdivisional  lines,  (former  appropriations  being- 
sufficient  to  complete  the  base,  principal  meridian  and  standard  paral- 
lels east  of  the  principal  meridian,)  $101,000 

Estimate  of  sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  office  expenses  for  the 

year  ending  June  30,  1858. 

For  salary  of  surveyor  general $2,000* 

For  1  clerk  a  $1,500 1,500 

For  2  clerks  a  1,300 2,600 

For  1     "     a  1,100 7,700 

For  transcribing  field-notes 4,000 

For  office  rent,  stationery,  and  contingencies 5,000 

22,800 

J.  CALHOUN^ 
Surveyor  General  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

Hon.  Thos.  A.  Hendricks, 
Commissioner  General  Land  Office,  Washington,  D.  O. 
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General  statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  by  the  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral for  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  from  September  30,  1855,  to  Sep- 
tember 30,  1856,  of  the  public  finds  allowed  for  (he  several  services 
in  his  office,  by  the  appropriations  of  August  4,  1854,  and  March  3, 
1855. 


Salary  qf  surveyor  general  and  derk  kin  for  the  year 
ending  September  30,  1856. 


Expended  during  the  4th  quarter  of  1855. 

Do 1st do... 1856. 

Do 2d do. ..1856. 

Do 3d do  ...1856. 


Balance  due  the  United  8tates  from  3d  quarter 
1855 

Cash  received  from  treasurer,  4th  quarter,  1855.. 

Do do 2d do.. ..1856.. 

Do.... -...do....... 3d*. ..do  ...1856.. 


Balance  due  from  United  States. 


Salary  qf  surveyor  general  far  superintending  " 
trust  cessions,"  derk  hire,  ifc,  for  the  year 
September  SO,  1856. 


Balance  due  the  surveyor  general  from  3d  quarter 

of  1855 

Expended  during  4th  quarter  of  1855 

Do 1st do 1856 

Do 2d do 1856 

Do 3d do 1856 


Cash  received  from  treasurer,  4th  quarter,  1855.. 

Do do 2d do.. .1856.. 

Do do 3d do... .1856., 


Balance  due  the  United  States., 


Amounts  for  rent  of  surveyor  generaVs  office  and  in- 
cidental expenses  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 
1856. 


Expended  during  4th  quarter  of  1855. 

Do 1st do 1856. 

Do 2d do 1856. 

Do 3d do 1856 


Balance  due  United  States  from  3d  quarter,  1855. 

Cash  received  from  treasurer,  1st  quarter,  1856.. 

Do do 3d do  ..1856.. 


1, 825  52 
4,275  00 
3,075  00 
5,050  00 


997  49 

1,075  05 

800  00 

910  90 

800  00 

3, 000  00 

850  00 

800  00 

766  00 
592  53 
912  79 
231  OS 


Balance  due  the  United  States. 


Balance  due  the  United  States  on  total. 


1,715  93 
600  00 
550  00 


$14,481  20 


14,225  52 


4, 583  44 


4, 650  00 


2,502  85 


2,765  93 


$255  68 


66  66 


163  68 


74  46 


J.  CALHOUN, 
Suryeyor  General  qf  Kansas  and  iVtfruaW. 
SuKvsroR  Ginibal's  Oma, 

WyandaU,  Kansas  Territory,  October  20,  1856. 


STATEMENT 


or 


SURVEYS  OUT  OF  APPROPRIATIONS 


OF 


AUGUST  4,  1864,  AND  MARCH  3,  1855, 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


Statement  of  surveys  in  Kansas,  cut  of  appropriation 


Ho. 


Name. 


1(1*  T.  Johnson 

Deducted  for  breach  of  contract 


Allowed  for  loaa  of  time,  as  per  contract 


Balance  paid. 


»• 


110 do 

7  In  H.  Smith 

8  Edward  L.  Berthoud , 

9  Martin  M.Hal] 

10  B.  H.  Hastings 

11  William  Brown 

15  B.  G.  Dial 


33D 


osephLedlie. 

.  do 

..do 


16{Hofh  Robertson 

"Freeland  k.  Keys. 

18|6pencer  k.  Arnold 

19  Parr  a;  White. 

90jClifton  L.  Burge 

Cram  k,  Doniphan 

Joseph  Brodera 

93{James  Withrow 

Frederick  Hawn 

25)Martin  M.  Hall 

97|John  P.  Catbcart 

George  M.  Filford 

William  Shields 

T.  Mitchell 

T.  W.  WheaUey 

36|Jacob  K.  Starr 

W.  B.  and  J.  8.  Wheeler. 

George  W.  Foster 

Henry  J.  Adams 

Alexander  Olipham 

Lycurgus  Sbepard 

Horatio  Waldo 

E.  H.Hastings 

Lot  Ooffman 

55|W.  G.  AUen 

«••*•• do*  ................ 

Wflliam  8.  CaldweU 

Thomas  Connelly 

Bates  a;  Mitchell 

T.  8  warts 

William  J.  Card 

681  Alex.  8.  Johnson 

70{John  P.  Oathcaxt 

Frederick  Hawn 

Walter  B.  Brockett 

William  Weet,jr 

Edmund  O.  Flagherty. 

Henry  C.  Derrick 

Henry  Bragg 

James  Withrow 

89}John  Lampton 

Alfred  W.Jones 

William  S.Caldwell 

W.G.  AUen 

88lGeorge  A.  Dunn 


56 

61 

69 

63  James 

66 


71 
79 
75 
76 
77 
80 
81 


84 

85 
86 


89)Jacob  K.  8tarr 

90i''hfton  L.  Barge..., 
92  Blair  H.  Matthew*  . , 
93 Alexander  Oliphant. 


Style  of  work. 


Base  line. 


Not.     9, 1854  Jan.     19,1855 


Guide  meridian 

3d  and  4tb  parallel 

Guide  mer.  and  5th  at.  par. 


Prln.  mer.  and  parallels  . . . 

Township  lines 

Township  lines 

Township  lines 

Township  lines 

Township  lines 

Sub-dividing    and    Indian 
bounds. 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

m  ib-dividing,  sic 

Hrimn  boundary 

To  wtMhip  lines 

Towiisinp  tines 

Township  lines 

Township  lines.. ....... 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Township  lines 

Township  lines 

Township  lines 

Township  lines 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing*. 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Township-lines 

Township-lines 

Sub-dividing 

Township  lines 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividinc 

Township  lines 

Sub-dividing 

Township  lines 

Sub-dividing 

Township  lines.. 

Sub-dividing 


Sub-dividing... 
Sub-dividing... 
Township  lines 
Sub-dividinc... 


Date  of  con- 
tract. 


April 
April 
Nov. 

March 

July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

May 

Oct 

Oct 

Oct 

Oct 

Oct 

Oct 

Oct 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Dec. 


96,1855 


£ 

£' 

£' 
»i 

«, 

83, 
«5, 
», 

| 

k 

4, 

| 

s 
s 

30, 
31, 

S: 
■ft 

S; 


1855 


1856 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 


Forwarded  to 
Gen1!  Land 
Office. 


i 


|M 


Feb.    95, 1896 
Feb.    95, 1856 
1855|July     30, 1856 


19 
IS 
19 


Oct 

Dec. 

Sept 

Nov. 

Oct 

Oct 


1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 


1855 
1855  Feb. 
1855 
1855 
1855 


Dec.  6, 

Dec.  6, 

Dec.  17, 

Dec.  18, 


7 

7 


1855  March  8,1856 
1855|April  5, 1856 
March  94, 1856 
~  "  95, 1856 
June  14,1856 
July  30,18565 
Oct  93,1855 
1855  March  17, 1856 
1855  Dec.  17, 1855 
1855]  Dec.  17,1855 
1855  Dec.     17, 1855 

1855 

1855  Feb.  9, 1856 
1855  Jan.  9,1856 
1855  April  '  5, 1856 
1855  March  7,1856 
1655  Feb.  90, 1856 
1855  March  5,1856 
1855  Sept  10,1856 
1855  March  14, 1856 
1855  April  18,1856 
1855  April  18,1856 
1855  July  10,1856 
1855  Jan.     18,1856 

1855  Dec.    95,185* 

1856  Sept.  6, 1856 
1855  May     19, 1856 

1855 

1855  June      5,1856 

1855 

1855 

1855 

1855  Feb.  13,  1856 
1855  April    30,1856 

1855 

1855  June      5,1856 

1855 

1855  Aug.  5, 18S6 
1855  June  19,1856 
1855  March  97, 1856 
1855  Aug.  98,1856 
1855  March  95, 1856 
1855  July  9,1656 
1855  Feb.  90, 1856 
1855  May  17  at  Sept 

19, 1856. 
1855 

1855  Sept.    94,1856 

1856  Sept.  95,1856 
16551 


5 
5 

5 

5 

«. 

7 
7 
7 
7 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 


5 
5 
5 
7 
7 
7 
7 


t 
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of  August  4, 1864,  and  March  3,  1855. 


g..»»iiiji  charged  to  United  State*  on  account  of  general  appro- 
prtettona  of  Angnat  4, 1654,  and  May  3, 1855. 

Quantity  charged  to  Indian 
account. 

Townablp  tinea. 

Bubdrtieionlinee. 

Extra  work,  on* 
der  ■pedal  in- 
•trnctiona. 

Indian  bounda- 
rlea  per  diem. 

Townahip 
line*. 

■obdMeion 
tinea. 

Net  am*  of 

contract  on 
gen  eaal  ac- 
count. 

Days. 

Amount. 

Daya. 

Amount 

Mk.  eft*.  0*. 

M$.  eat.  Jftt. 

MU.  dm.  ft*. 

Mr.  eat.  Ikt. 

#1,199  39 

996  00 

696  39 
110  00 

1,006  39 

; 

■ 

5,436  76 

13  43 

1,46103 

6,911  99 

i08   90    99 
108    11    06 

84    36    58 
103    51    03 

75    75    38 

704  73 

703  98 

549  81 

•••    

674  68 
494  38 

•* 

9193  37 

300    43    93 

1,497  57 

•JO     AA     AA 

5 

flOl  95 

80    99    70 

344  65 

""                                                1TO     41      m 

859  79 

941    00    45 
300    61    98 
337    36    89 

13 

399  50 

18    07    28 

1,144  78 

1,498  68 

4    09    50 

16 

1,589  97 

47    55   85 

96    07    06 
43    46    94; 
40    07    89 

87  50 
95  00 
31  94 

91    11    67 
89    08    56 

310  47 
169  84 

65    33    75 
49    53    49< 

983  75 

961  03 

78    ii    55 
119    73    08 
106    33    03 
100    59    90 
890    13    38 
59    67    08 
17    71    48 

Bl        1A        \A 

4 

2* 

H 
5 

1 

6 

83  00 

50  691 
30  37 
99  50 
18  50 
11100 
98  40 
30  18, 

13    07    01 
144    16    14 

i 
i 

569  59 
505  40 
478  10 

i 

...... 

78    56>        1,045  77 
188    36    56!           984  94 



950    16    26!             85  00 

194    59    63 

984    38    21 

89    60    98 

385  59 

!••••••  ••••• 

'           79    58    45 

2* 

41  88 

345  47 
705  07 

108   94    99 
193    99    84 

39   90    09 

3 

Ak 

64  50 

4 

86  00 

1    69    58 

75    73    57 

•  ••••      •  ••#  •••• 

603  16 

91  19 

909  95 

538  09 

!            9    ii    06 

176    68   47 

3 

4 

60  75 
74  00 

49    70    64 

43  59 

5 

93  561 

705  11 

904    65    12 

337    72    ia 

1 

89  00 

138    51    41 

120    48    18 

427    50    47 

572  86 
909  57 

1           58    17    93 

17 
9 

iti    72    35 

129    73    75, 

1,058  59 
561  31 
115  45 

919   97    98 

1 

1,008  69 

i 
•a  »««♦•••••♦•••• 

353    57    85 

•••••• 

•••••• 

•  «  •  a      »»••• 

•  ••«••  •••• 

•••••••••• 

•••••• 

•  •  • •  •••■ 

•  ■••  ••■■ 

.... .... ....*• 

.... •••• »••«•• 

•  •••  ••••  •  •  •  • 
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Kansas,  dkc. — Continued. 


Quantity  charged  to  United  States  on  account  of  general  appro- 
priation* of  August  4,  1854,  and  May  3, 1855. 

Quantity  charged  to  Indian 
account. 

Township  linea. 

Subdivision  Unes. 

Extra  workj  un- 
der special  in- 
structions. 

Indian  bounda- 
ries per  diem. 

Township 
lines. 

Subdivision 
fines. 

Net  arat  of 
contract  on 
general  ac- 
count. 

Days. 

Amount. 

Days. 

Amount 

Mb.  dU.  Ob. 

Mb.  dkt.  flb. 
299    41    33 

167    00    91 

Jfl».  ckt.  0b. 

Ml*.  ck$.  Ob. 

$1,492  71 
793  31 

163    49   95 

29   01    35 

1,197  45 

::::::::::::::;;;:;:::::;: 

916    70    41 

12 

#222  00 

9    69    35        1-o.lD  18 

-7""— «.~- 

833    ii    72 

1,778  59 

170   64    10 

1 

18  50 

130    37    36 

811  30 

98 

mm  a  •  •  • 

154  00 
55195 

2.102    74    99 

* 

4,301    67    73 



9,644  77 

$816  46 

559    77    39 

2,099    41    33 

1       34,410  W 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


Statement  of  surveys  in  Kansas  out  of  appropriations  of 


No. 


53 

110 

7 

b 

9 


1  #J.  T.  Johnson Baseline 

9  Joseph  Ledlie. Guide  meridian 

...do '3d and 4th  parallel  

...do Guide  mer.  and 6th  it  par. 


84 
85 
86 
83 


90 
99 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 


Name. 


Style  of  work. 


.do. 


Priii.  mer.  and  parallels. 


Ira  H.  Smith [Township  lines 

Edward  Bertboud. Township  line*.... 

Martin  M.  Hall iTownship lines..... 

10|E.  H.  Hasting! Township  lines...., 

11  William  Brown Township  lines.... 

15E.G.  Dial Sub-dividing    and 

bounds. 

16  Hugh  Robertson 8ub-dividing 

17Freeland  fit  Keys Sub-dividing 

18Spencer  fit  Arnold [Sub-dividing 

19  Parr  fit  White Sub-dividing 

90  Clifton  L.  Burge {Subdividing 

21Crain  fit  Doniphan Sub-dividing,  flic.. 

99  Joseph  Broders Indian  boundary.. 

23  James  Withrow Township  lines.... 

94  Frederick  Hawn Township  lines..... 

25 Martin  M.  Hall (Township  lines.... 

27  John  P.  Catbcart Township  lines.. . . 

28  George  M.  Filford [Sub-dividing 

31  William  Shields Sub-dividing 

33  D.  T.  Mitchell Sub-dividing 

34  T.  W.  Wheatley Sub-dividing 

36  Jacob  K.  Starr 'Sub-dividing 

41  W.  E.  and  J.  S.  Wheeler 8ub-diViding 

42  George  W.  Foster Sub-dividing 

43  Henry  J.  Adams Sub-dividing 

44  Alexander  Oliphant Sub-dividing 

45  Lycurgu*  Shepard 8ub-dividing 

46  Horatio  Waldo Subdividing 

52  E.  H.  Hastings {Township  lines...., 

53  Lot  Coffin  an Township  lines.. . . 

55  W.  G.Allen Township  lines.... 

...do [Township  lines..... 

56(William  8.  Caldwell Sub-dividing 

61  Thomas  Connelly Sub-dividing 

62  Bates  fit  Mitchell Sub-dividing 

63  James  T.  Swartx Sub-dividing 

66  William  J.  Card Sub-dividing 

68  Alex.  S.  Johnson -Sub-dividing 

70  John  P.  Cathcart .Township  lines.. . . 

71  Frederick  Hawn Township  lines.... 

72  Walter  B.  Brocket! Sub-dividing 

75  William  Weet,  Jr Township  lines.. . . 

76  Edmund  O.  Flagherty Sub-dividing 

77  Henry  C.  Derrick Sub-dividing 

80  Henry  Bragg Sub-dividing 

81  James  Withrow Township  lines.. . . 

82  John  Lampton Sub-dividini 


Indian 


Alfred  W.  Jones Township  lines. 

William  8.  Caldwell Sub-dividing..., 

W.G.Allen Township  lines. 

George  A.  Dunn Sub-dividing. . . , 


89  Jacob  K.  Starr Sub-dividing. 


Clifton  L.  Burge Sub-dividini 


ding.... 

Blair  H.  Matthews Township  lines. 

Alexander  Oliphant Sub-dividing. . . , 

Parr  fit  Keys Sub-dividing..., 

David  T.Mitchell Sub-dividing... 

Thomas  W.  Wheatly Township  lines. 

George  W.Foster Sub-dividing..., 

98  John  C.  Posey Sub-dividing..., 

WlBates  fit  Mitchell Sub-dividing..., 


Date  of  con- 
tract. 


Nov.  2, 1854|Jan 

April  26, 1855  Feb 

April  26,1855 

Nov.  97,186djJuly 


March  98, 

July  93, 

July  94, 

July  94, 

July  97, 

July  30, 

Aug.  18, 

Aug.  90, 

Aug.  90, 

Aug.  90, 

Aug.  90, 

Aug.  92, 

Aug.  93, 

Aug.  95, 

Aug.  30, 

Sept.  1, 

Sept.  3, 

Sept.  7, 

Sept.  7, 

Sept.  19, 

Sept.  94, 

Sept  94, 

Oct.  1, 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 


1856 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 


Oct 

Dec. 

Sept. 

Nov. 

Oct. 

Oct. 


8,1856 
5,1856 
94,1856 
95,1856 
1855|June    14,  lt»56 
1855  July     30,1856 
Oct.     93,1855 
March  17, 1856 
Dec.     17, 1855 
Dec.     17, 1855 
Dec.    17, 1855 


1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 


1655 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 


1855  Jan 


3, 
4, 
4, 

8' 

J; 


1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 


Oct.     22, 1855  July 
Oct.     23,  lH55|Jan 


Oct.  27, 

May  5, 

Oct.  27, 

Oct.  30, 


1855 
1856 
1855 
1855 


Oct  31, 

Oct  31, 

Oct  31. 

Nov.  20, 

Nov.  1, 

Nov.  4, 

Nov.  17, 

Nov.  19, 

Nov.  23, 

Nov.  23, 

Nov.  24, 

Nov.  27, 

Nov.  29, 

Dec.  1, 

Dec.  1, 


Dec.  6, 1855 

Dec.  6, 1855 

Dec.  17, 1855 

Dec.  18, 1855 

Dec.  22, 1855  May 

Nov.  29, 1855  May 

Nov.  30, 1855  April 

Dec.  12, 1855 

Jan.  3, 1856 

Jan.  5, 1656 


Forwarded  to 
Goal  Land 


19,1855 

25,1856 

Feb.    25,1856 

30,1856 


1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 


March 
April 
March 
Feb. 


Feb. 


April 

March 

Feb. 

March 

Sept 

March 

April 

April 


Dec. 

Sept 

May 


9,1856 

2,1*56 

5,1856 

7,1856 

90,1856 

5,1856 

10,1856 

14,1856 

18,1856 

18,1856 

10,1856 

18,1856 

95,1855 

6,1656 

19,1856 


Oct     30, 1855  June      5,1856 
Oct.     30, 


Feb.     13, 1856 
April    30,1856 


June      5, 1856 


1855 

1855 

1855 

1855 

1855 

1855 

1855 

1855 

1855 

1855 June 

1655 

1855 

1855 

1855 

1855 

1855 


Aug.      5, 1856 

June    19,1856 

March  97, 1856 

Aug.    98,1856 

March  95, 1856 

.July      9,1856 

» Feb.    90, 1856 

May  17  fit  Sept 

19, 1856. 


Sept   94, 1856 
Sept   95,1856 


94,1656 

3,1858 

19,1856 


Sept     1, 1656 


Kate 
per 


#19 
12 
12 
12 


7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
5 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5*7 


7 
7 


5 

5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 

5 
7 
7 
7 
7 
5 


7 
7 


5 

5 
7 
5 
7 
5 
7 
5 


5 
5 
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August  4, 1854,  and  March  3,  1855— Continued. 


Net  amount  of  contract  on  Indian  account. 

Per  cent  retained  for  ex- 
amination in  the  Held. 

* 

* 
1 

i 

< 

Indian  truet  lands. 

• 

S 

i 

i 

Amount  on  general 
account. 

Amount  on  Indian 
account. 

o 

• 

0 

• 

s 

m 

1 

J*  ft 

ill* 

«^39 

< 

i 

t 

Milt.  cat.  Ot. 

108    00    00 

499    36    80 

1    09    53 

139    97    16 

#1,998  00 

5,909  59 

13  48 

1,588  07 

8 

7 
7 
7 
7 
7 

127  04  

41  3R 

108    90    99 
108    11    08 

84    36    58 
103    51    09 

75    75    38 

757  77 

756  97 
591  19 
795  46 
531  50 

37  si 

i 

199  37 

1,509  70 
865  45 

1 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5*7 

75  13, 

300    43    93 
159    67    30 
179    41    56 
959    07    73 
300    61    98 
331    46    39 

tan  as 

18  13   #90  07 
60  95;       4  59 
91  93 

807  80 

85  93 

1,694  98 

1,503  87 

1,781  37 

996  00 



i 

9996  00 

$993  36 

7 
7 
7 
7 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
7 
7 
7 
7 
5 

93  36.      44  66 
19  78      40  93 

138    66    99 

108  15    69 

109  00    69 
89    61    31 

949    66    64 

1,059  35 

789  37 

"534  58 

595  89 

91  36 
19  65 

19  54 

39  06 
94  34 

49  90 

795  00 

393  34 
815  99 

698  36 

1.339  1A 

99  98 

96  60        3  97 
95  16'      36  05 
55  001            94 

119    73    08'      '«»  *7 

69  17 

!__ 

119    39    03 
944    68    34 
991    10    96 
948   93    64 
968    07    76 
905    66    77 
984    38    91 
169    38    73 
106    94    98 
195    19    49 
108    13    66 

648  08 

684  95 

1,954  63 

1,198  18 

895  17 

1,188  47 

599  13 

14  95 
4  47 

91  79 
1  59 
16  18 
53  06 
60  45 

15  80 
40  50 

999 

47  11 
69  55 
31  16 
71  11 
99  43 

87 
37  19 

....... 

1,959  97 

1,451  49 
1,059  16 

1,454  16 

854  30 

758  13 

#1160 
11  19 

1,098  58 
848  99 

483  04 

#77  80 

578  59 

195  83 

10  71 

59    04    70 

391  05 

5 

44  21 

176    68    47 

958  98 

7 
7 

59  96 

53  07 

108    07    10 
108    94    86 

849  19 

758  18 

7 

100  35 

904    65    19 

1«455  70 

i 

i 

5 
5 

7 
5 
7 
5 

7 
5 

59  47 
30  15 
67  93 

108  91 

30  73 
80  79 

937    79    19 
190    48    18 
138    51    41 
497    50    47 
169    46    76 
181    11    68 
189    50    99 
919   97    98 

1*189  51 

603  01 

970  50 

589  85 

$1,448  39 

9,138  16 
1,138  19 

79  67 

14  56 

868 

53  08 

583  86 

1.475  93 

545  19 

598  49 

1,318  98 

1,061  70 

5 

88  43 

353   57    85 

1,76 

5 
5 

7 

74  87 
41  75 

999    41    33 
167    00    91 
919    50   60 

1,497  58 
835  06 

188  86 

89.98...!!.29 

1,490  53 

::...:::.""....  :::::.:..:.... 

4645 

5 

54  99] 

945i 

998   59   76 

1,355  30 

640 
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Statement  of  surveys  in 


No. 


Name. 


100  Harvey  N.  Jenks .... 
108, William  8.  Caldwell. 

109  W.  6.  Allen 

104  James  Withrow 

105 P.  G.Hubbard 

196 

107 

HI 


W.  E.  and  J.  S.  Wheeler 

William  Spencer 

Samuel  Parsons 

119JarettTodd 

113<Oeorge  M.  Tilford 

~     Frederick  Hawn 

Calhoun  k  Geddea 

David  T.  Mitchell 

Jon  es  It  Brady 

Albeit  A.  Craln 

Isaac  O.  Stuck.. 

Bates  at  Mitchell. 
193  Hugh  Robertson.. 

Jacob  Starr 

William  Wear,  fr 


Style  of  work. 


and  James  Donpihan . .. 


Sub-dividing , 

Sub-dividing 

Township  line*.. . 
Township  lines.. . 

Bub-dividing 

Bub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Bub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Subdividing 

Sub-dividing 

Sub-dividing 

Delivering  notice. 
Examining...... . 


Total, 


Date  of  con- 
tract. 


Forwarded  to 
Gent  Land 
Office. 


Feb.  11, 
Nov.  99, 
March  13, 
March  17, 
March  94, 
March  95, 
March  97, 
March  98, 
March  99, 
March  99, 
March  99, 
March  99, 
April  1, 
April  9, 
April  9, 
April  7, 
April  94, 
April  99, 


Bate* 
per  i 
mile. 


1856 

1855 

1856{Jtiiy      9, 1856 

1858 

1856 

1856 

1856 

1856 

1856 

1856 

1856 

1856 

1856 

1856 

1856 

1856 

1856 

1856 


Sept.     5, 1856 


8epc   30,1856 


July 
June 


1,1858 
5,1656 


BumvsToa  GsftKEAL's  Orrics, 

WyaniaU,  Kmua$  Territory,  Oesseer  90, 1856. 


*  Final  return-surveys  set  aside  by  department,  erroneous.   Ordered  to  be  erased,  and  sixty  miles  lesnrveyca. 
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KwMQSy  ike. — Continued. 


Net  amount  of  contract  on  Indian  account.             Per  cent  retained  for  ez- 

■  animation  in  the  field. 

Total  mileage. 

• 

Indian  truat  landa. 

• 

8 

I 

i 

o 

I 

i      1 

Amount  on  Indian 
account. 

t 

9 

o 

• 

* 

o 

• 

m 

I 

m 

a 

Is:  Is 

• 

• 

Amount  on  gc 
account 

1 

• 

Mb.  cat.  Oa. 

r 

|)33  87 

973    16    79 

#1,919  46 

#619  79 

5 

49  70 

#39  61 

301    91    46 

1,594  83 

154  00 

551  95 

#4*  19 

«B,M0« 

#1,986  10 

9,506  53 

#770  04 

#77  88 

a  •  •  • 

9,157  33 

7W18 

0,064    91    99 

54,949  88 

h  CALHOUN, 

Otntral  Kom§a»  ami  N<tra$ka. 


REPORT  OF   THE 
H. 

annual  report  of  surveyor  general  of  utah. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Salt  Lake  City,  September  30,  1856. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  10th  of  April  last,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  annual  report  of  the  office 
and  surveying  operations  of  this  Territory  from  the  establishment 
of  the  office  to  October  1,  1866.  I  arrrived  here  July  27,  1855,  and 
immediately  opened  an  office  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  my 
duties,  after  making  a  cursory  examination  of  the  county  in  this 
vicinity.  I  established  the  initial  point  at  the  corner  of  Temple 
block,  in  Salt  Lake  city,  by  causing  a  suitable  monument  to  be 
erected  for  that  purpose.  The  field  work  from  that  time  embraces  a 
survey  of  a  base  line  (on  line  and  by  offset)  from  the  western  base  of 
the  Wahsatch  mountains,  nearly  four  miles  east  of  the  initial  point, 
to  a  point  south  of  Salt  Lake  thirty-six  miles  west.  The  meridian 
line  has  been  run  (on  line  and  by  offset)  eighty-four  miles  north,  and 
seventy-two  miles  south  of  the  initial  point.  A  contract  has  been 
made  for  extending  the  meridian  to  the  southern  extremity  of  Youab 
valley,  near  one  hundred  miles  south ;  the  work  is  now  progressing. 
Contracts  have  been  made  for  surveying  and  subdividing  into  town- 
ships and  sections  the  whole  of  Salt  Lake  valley,  east  of  the  lake. 
Cache,  Malade,  Blue  Spring,  and  Hansel  Spring  valleys,  on  the  north, 
Tuilla,  and  a  part  of  JRush  valleys,  on  the  west,  and  Jordan,  Utah, 
Cedar,  Tintic,  Youab  and  Sanpete  valleys,  on  the  south.  The  work 
on  all  these  contracts,  except  that  in  Sanpete  and  a  part  of  Youab 
valleys,  has  been  returned  completed,  and  is  embraced  in  one  hundred 
and  thirty  townships  and  fractional  townships.  The  maps  and  field- 
notes  have  been  examined  and  approved,  copies  of  the  most  of  it  have 
been  made  for  transmission  to  the  department,  and  the  whole  of  it 
will  be  ready  by  the  last  of  next  month.  The  contractor  is  now  in 
the  field,  expecting  to  finish  the  survey  of  Sanpete  and  Youab  valleys 
before  the  setting  in  of  winter. 

Not  having  the  proper  instruments  for  ascertaining  with  certainty 
a  parallel  of  latitude,  I  took  that  reported  by  Captain  Stansbury, 
40*  46'  04",  the  latitude  of  this  city,  as  being  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
accurate,  which  would  make  the  forty-second  parallel  (the  north  line 
of  the  Territory)  between  eighty-five  and  eighty-six  miles  north  of 
the  initial  point.  I  therefore  directed  that  the  surveys  should  ter- 
minate at  the  north  line  of  township  fourteen,  which  is  eighty-four 
miles  north. 

It  was  soon  found,  in  consequence  of  local  attraction,  that  accurate 
lines  could  not  be  run  with  the  compass,  I  therefore  directed  that 
the  transit  or  theodolite  should  be  used.  The  solar  compass, 
furnished  the  office  by  the  department,  was  found  on  trial  to  be  out 
of  adjustment,  and  all  our  efforts  to  adjust  it  proved  unavailing.  The 
'expenses  of  surveying  in  this  Territory,  in  consequence  of  its  peculiar 
features  and  situation,  are  very  large ;  posts  for  the  corners  have  to 
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be  procured  in  the  caSons,  frequently  many  miles  distant,  and  with 
water  have  to  be  transported  on  the  backs  of  mules,  requiring  a  large 
number  of  men  and  animals.  As  it  is  always  necessary  to  camp  near 
water,  the  work  is  often  very  far  away,  causing  the  loss  of  much  time 
in  travelling  to  and  from  the  work ;  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country 
makes  it  necessary  to  keep  a  constant  watch  over  the  camp  and 
animals,  compelling  the  surveyor  to  employ,  besides  the  usual  assist- 
ants, men  to  herd  the  animals  by  day  and  stand  guard  by  night. 
Each  party  has  employed  about  twenty  men  and  a  dozen  of  mules. 
The  price  for  ordinary  mules  has  been  the  past  year  from  $150  to  $200 
each.  I  believe  all  the  work  thus  far  has  been  faithfully  executed, 
but  from  personal  observation,  and  from  information  derived  from 
others,  I  learn  that  many  of  the  corner  posts  have  been  removed  and 
the  mounds  destroyed  ;  this  is  done  in  some  instances  by  the  cattle, 
but  more  frequently,  I  regret  to  say,  by  persons  either  with  some  evil 
intent  or  through  wanton  mischief.  I  cannot  conceive  of  any  mode 
of  establishing  corners  in  this  country  which  cannot  be  thus  destroyed. 
I  hope,  however,  when  the  settlers  learn  how  important  it  is  to  them 
to  perpetuate  these  corners  that  they  will  see  that  they  are  preserved. 
Unfortunately,  at  present  most  of  them  look  upon  the  surveyors  as 
intruders,  and  feel  inimical  to  their  work. 

I  have  made  a  reconnaissance  of  the  country  north  to  Cache  and 
Malade  valleys,  west  to  Tuilla  and  Bush  valleys,  and  south  as  far  as 
Sevier  river.  The  Wahsatch  mountains  extend  in  nearly  a  north 
and  south  direction  across  the  entire  Territory ;  they  curve  slightly  to 
the  east  in  passing  Utah  Lake,  and  then  bend  with  a  gentle  sweep  to 
southwest.  Spurs  from  the  same  range  project  westward,  and  divide 
the  country  into  distinct  valleys.  Isolated  ranges,  more  or  less  ex- 
tensive, reach  westward  far  into,  if  not  entirely  across,  the  great  desert. 
Following  up  the  caflons  or  gorges  in  the  mountains,  many  small 
valleys  of  great  beauty  and  fertility  frequently  occur,  and  it  is  up 
these  canons  in  these  sequestered  valleys,  or  on  the  mountain  sides, 
that  the  only  wood  and  timber  is  found.  The  Oquerrh  mountains 
terminate  alx>ut  fifteen  miles  WSW.  of  this  place,  at  this  southern 
end  of  Salt  Lake.  The  intervening  valley  of  Jordan  is  covered  with 
sage  bushes,  and  is  nearly  destitute  of  water.  On  the  approach  to 
the  lake,  salaeratus  flats  are  frequent  and  extensive.  This  plain  is 
but  little  above  the  level  of  the  lake,  which  tradition  says  once  co- 
vered it;  most  of  it  could  be  irrigated  from  the  Jordan.  At  the  base 
of  the  mountains,  between  them  and  the  lake,  there  are  many  springs 
of  brackish  water.  From  the  Black  Bock,  a  prominent  landmark  at 
the  point  of  the  mountains,  the  road  passes  for  two  miles  on  a  narrow 
bench  between  the  mountains  and  lake.  Passing  this  point  Tuilla 
valley  opens  before  you.  This  valley  is  quite  level,  the  land  in 
many  places  is  strongly  impregnated  with  alkali,  which  renders  it 
unproductive.  The  principal  settlements  are  E.  T.  city,  Tuilla  city, 
and  Grantsville.  The  Oquerrh  mountains  bound  this  valley  on  the 
east,  and  Cedar  mountains  on  the  west.  To  the  north  it  opens  upon 
Salt  Lake,  extensive  flats  reach  far  into  the  lake,  and  on  the  western 
side  connects  with  Stansbury's  island.  An  isolated  mountain  lying 
across  the  southern  extremity  of  the  valley,  in  connexion  with  a  re- 


544  REPORT    OF   THE 

markable  dyke,  separates  it  from  Bush  valley.  This  dyke,  which  is 
several  hundred  feet  above  the  valley,  with  its  level  top,  looks  like  an  arti- 
ficial embankment.  (An  old  Indian  woman,  who  had  apparently  seen  an 
hundred  winters,  told  us  that  when  she  was  a  girl  the  waters  of  the 
lake  covered  the  Tuilla  valley,  and  came  up  to  its  base.)  Bush  valley 
takes  its  name  from  a  small  lake  filled  with  rushes,  which  lies  in  the 
northern  part.  It  has  some  fine  meadows  on  its  margin,  which  are 
embraced  in  the  military  reservation  that  surrounds  it.  A  small 
creek,  having  its  source  in  a  large  spring  at  the  foot  of  Cedar  moan- 
tains,  some  ten  miles  to  the  southwest  of  the  lake,  is  the  only  stream 
that  reaches  it ;  all  others  being  absorbed  in  the  light  and  porous  soil 
before  coming  to  the  plains.  South  of  this  the  valley  appears  to  be 
a  dry  and  arid  plain,  covered  with  sage.  Near  the  mountains,  on 
the  hills  and  benches,  there  are  frequent  groves  of  dwarfish  cedars 
and  excellent  pasturage.  The  Indians  say  there  is  another  stream  of 
water  some  thirty  miles  south  of  the  lake,  which  sinks  in  the  sand, 
and  that  in  a  southwestern  direction  the  valley  opens  into  the  great 
desert.  The  exclusive  use  of  this  entire  valley  has  been  granted  by 
the  legislature  to  Brigham  Young  and  his  associates. 

Passing  north  from  this  city  the  road  runs  near  the  base  of  the- 
mountains.     A  few  hundred  yards  from  the  city  wall  are  warm 
springs,  strongly  impregnated  with  sulphur  and  saltpetre.     A  large 
stream  of  water  issues  therefrom.     In  the  next  two  or  three  miles* 
there  are  several  warm  and  hot  springs.    The  water  of  a  large  hot 
spring  issues  from  the  base  of  the  mountain  about  three  miles  above 
the  city,  being  similar  in  all  respects  to  the  others,  except  the  tem- 
perature is  much  higher,  being  "scalding  hot."     The  traveller  is 
aware  of  his  proximity  to  these  springs  before  coming  in  sight,  by 
the  strong  sulphurous  smell  that  impregnates  the  surrounding  atmos- 
phere.    These  springs  are  immediately  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 
and  the  water  issues  from  the  rocks  with  great  force,  running  across 
the  road  and  overflowing  the  alkali  flats ;  they  form  a  small  lake, 
which,  in  the  fall  and  winter,  is  the  resort  of  numerous  water  fowl, 
and  in  frosty  weather  sending  up  clouds  of  vapor.     Passing  the  hot 
springs  and  rounding  a  spur  of  the  mountains,  the  road  ascends  to- 
the  bench,  and  no  object  of  note  presents  itself  until  Session  settlement 
is  reached,  ten  miles  from  the  city.     In  the  spring,  when  the  melting 
snows  moisten  the  ground,  these  benches  produce  fine  grass,  affording 
excellent  pasturage.     The  houses  in  Session  settlement,  like  almost 
all  in  the  Territory,  are  built  of  adobes  or  sun-dried  brick.    Some  of 
them  are  two  stories  high,  but  no  regard  is  paid  to  architectural  taste. 
Farmington,  another  settlement,  is  about  eight  miles  beyond.    It  is 
surrounded  by  a  mud  wall,  and  the  buildings  are  all  of  adobes.    The 
intermediate  country  is  all  enclosed  and  under  cultivation ;  numerous 
small  streams  from  the  mountains  afford  water  for  irrigation ;  the  soil 
is  rich,  and  produces  fine  crops  when  sufficient  water  can  be  had ;  but 
this  year  being  an  unusually  dry  one,  it  has  been  very  scarce,  and  the 
farmer  has  not  met  with  large  rewards  for  his  labor.     The  mountains 
in  this  vicinity  rise  abruptly  from  the  valley,  and  are  high,  steep  and 
rocky ;  the  sides  are  destitute  of  vegetation,  except  occasional  patches 
of  oak  scrub  and  a  few  pines  and  aspens  on  the  summits  or  in  the 
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gulches.  This  small  amount  of  timber  is  fast  disappearing  before  the 
wants  of  the  settler.  Here  Salt  Lake  makes  a  bend,  and  approaches 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  base  of  the  mountains. 

North  from  Farmington  the  settlements  are  less  frequent.  Weber 
river,  a  fine  stream,  four  or  five  rods  wide,  comes  down  its  canon  with 
great  impetuosity,  and  by  a  circuitous  course  finds  its  way  to  the 
lake;  the  water  is  clear  and  cold,  and,  if  it  was  taken  out  in  a  pro- 
per canal,  could  be  made  to  irrigate  the  entire  valley  as  far  as  Salt 
Lake  city.  There  is  no  timber  on  this  river  near  the  crossing,  but 
below  are  a  few  groves  of  Cottonwood  and  maples  ;  almost  impenetra- 
ble willow  thickets  skirt  its  margin.  About  eight  miles  from  the 
crossing  of  the  Weber  is  Ogden  city,  containing  two  or  three  thou- 
sand inhabitants ;  it  is  regularly  laid  out  and  partially  enclosed  by  a 
mud  wall ;  the  houses  here,  as  elsewhere,  are  built  of  the  universal 
adobes.  A  short  distance  beyond  is  Ogden  river,  a  pretty  little 
stream  that  flows  into  the  Weber  ;  it  is  lined  with  maple  and  willow 
bushes  ;  the  river  here  is  crossed  by  a  bridge.  A  little  beyond  are 
Mound  and  Bingham  forts,  two  small  settlements  surrounded  by  mud 
walls.  The  next  twelve  miles  is  a  sage  plain,  extending  from  the 
lake  to  the  mountains.  Crossing  this  to  a  spur  of  the  mountains  a 
warm  spring  is  met  with,  the  waters  of  which  are  strongly  impreg- 
nated with  iron,  the  earth  for  a  long  distance  around  is  tinged  of  a  dull 
and  red  color.  About  a  mile  further  on  is  a  large  spring  of  pure 
fresh  water ;  the  land  around  is  rocky  and  dry,  producing  nothing 
except  sage  and  wormwood.  An  indifferent  settlement,  called  Willow 
Creek,  next  occurs ;  the  land  around  it  is  very  rich  and  water  abun- 
dant. At  this  place  the  lake  again  approaches  close  to  the  moun- 
tains, which  rise  perpendicularly  from  the  valley,  and  are  composed 
of  solid  masses  of  granite ;  the  inaccessible  summits  are  covered  with 

1>ine  and  fir  trees.  Ten  miles  from  Willow  Creek  is  Box  Elder  vil-  - 
age,  around  which  the  inhabitants  are  building  a  stone  wall.  Box 
Elder  creek,  a  rapid  mountain  stream,  here  descends  through  a  caSon, 
up  which  a  road  passes  into  Cuche  valley.  A  spur  from  the  main  range 
of  the  Wahsatch  mountains  separates  Cuche  from  Bear  river  valley, 
extending  in  a  north  northwest  direction  into  Oregon  Territory;  fol- 
lowing up  the  Box  Elder  canon  the  road  is  very  rough,  often  crossing 
and  recrossing  the  creek.  On  either  hand  lofty  mountains  rise  ab- 
ruptly to  great  height,  giving  it  an  air  of  wild  sublimity.  Formerly 
this  canon  contained  many  groves  of  pine  and  maple,  but  they  have 
disappeared  before  the  axe  of  the  settler,  nothing  but  the  stumps  being 
left  to  show  that  they  once  almost  filled  the  valley.  Dense  thickets 
of  shrubbery,  composed  of  box  elder,  willows,  and  service  berry  bushes 
form  coverts  for  the  grizzley  bear  and  other  game.  The  wild  hop 
here  grows  in  great  profusion*  Leaving  the  canon,  by  ascending  a 
steep  hill,  a  lovely  mountain  valley,  about  two  miles  long  and  one 
wide,  ifl  entered,  which  is  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  lofty  mountains, 
covered  by  the  dark  pine  or  broken  into  rugged  peaks,  that  look  as 
though  they  have  had  many  battles  with  the  storms.  Several  small 
streams,  having  their  course  distinctly  marked  by  a  fringe  of  willows, 
wind  through  this  valley,  which  is  covered  with  luxuriant  grass,  ap- 
pearing still  more  lovely  from  the  contrast  with  the  dusty  plains  of 
35 
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Salt  Lake  valley.  At  the  head  of  one  of  these  small  creeks  the  waters 
of  a  beautiful  spring  come  gushing  through  the  fissures  in  a  ledge  of 
rocks,  and  form  a  deep  *basin  seventy  feet  in  diameter,  the  bottom  of 
which  is  covered  with  clean  white  gravel,  and,  in  its  clear,  cold  water 
the  smallest  fish  are  distinctly  seen.  Ascending  by  a  ravine  the  road 
then  winds  for  several  miles  through  the  mountains,  descending  by  a 
canon  into  Cuche  valley.  This  valley  averages  about  two  miles  wide 
and  forty  long ;  a  considerable  portion  of  it  lies  in  Oregon.  Bear 
river  runs  through  the  northern  part,  and  several  small  streams  tra- 
verse it  in  different  directions,  affording  abundant  water  for  irrigation. 
The  principal  ones  are  Cuche  or  Muddy  creek,  Clear  creek,  and  Gros 
Bois  creek. 

It  is  surrounded  by  lofty  mountains,  which  tower  six  or  eight  thou- 
sand feet  above  the  level  of  the  valley  ;  they  are  generally  covered  with 
pine  and  fir  trees ;  on  many  of  them  Bnow  is  perpetual.  The  valley, 
for  the  most  part  is  level ;  the  benches  begin  to  rise  about  a  mile  from 
the  mountains,  and  have  a  gradual  slope  to  their  base.  The  bottoms 
on  the  creeks  are  several  feet  below  the  level  of  the  plain,  and  the 
descent  into  them  is  abrupt ;  they  vary  from  a  half  to  a  mile  in  width. 
These  creeks,  after  flowing  swiftly  over  pebbly  beds  from  their  moan- 
tain  sources,  wind  sluggishly  through  the  luxuriant  meadows.  The 
soil  of  the  bottoms  is  rich  and  moist ;  on  the  prairie  it  is  light  and 
fertile ;  on  the  benches  it  is  gravelly  and  dry.  Wild  currants  are 
found  on  the  creeks ;  service  berries  abound  in  the  mountains,  and 
many  flowering  plants  are  scattered  over  the  valley.  The  streams 
abound  in  fish,  among  which  the  salmon  and  speckled  trout  are  pre- 
eminent. This  valley  is  too  much  elevated  for  agricultural  purposes, 
but  is  fine  for  stock,  though'  food  and  shelter  would  he  required  for 
them  in  some  of  the  winters.  The  exclusive  right  to  herd  cattle  in 
tKis  valley  has  been  given  by  the  legislature  to  Andrew  Morfit  and 
others,  agents  of  the  Morman  church.  They  have  a  large  stock  here, 
and  their  buildingB  for  the  herdsmen  are  the  only  ones  in  the  valley. 
Wild  geese  and  ducks  are  plenty  in  the  creeks,  and  rear  their  young 
upon  the  banks.  Some  Shoshonee  Indians  that  were  met  with  com- 
plained that  they  had  nothing  but  fish  to  eat ;  that  the  Mormans  had 
driven  away  all  the  deer  and  elk  which  they  said  formerly  abounded 
in  these  valleys.  Bear  river  passes  from  this  valley  through  a  depres- 
sion in  the  mountains  into  Salt  Lake  valley.  It  is  crossed  by  a  good 
ford,  near  where  it  debouches  from  the  canons.  Malade  river,  which 
comes  from  the  north,  approaches  near,  and  following  course  parallel 
with  Bear  river,  enters  it  some  twenty  miles  below.  The  land  on 
the  upper  part  of  Bear  river  is  good  ;  but  as  it  approaches  the  lake 
it  becomes  more  and  more  sterile  until  it  reaches  the  extensive  mud 
flats,  which  extend  far  from  the  lake.  The  land  in  the  Malade  bot- 
toms is  rich  and  moist,  while  the  plains  are  gravelly  and  dry.  West- 
ward from  the  Malade  the  country  is  poor,  with  few  springs,  mostly 
of  brackish  water.  There  is  some  good  land  in  Blue  Spring  valley 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  part  near  the  head.  Hansel  Spring 
valley  is  a  worthless  sage  plain.  A  low  divide  separates  this  from 
Baft  river  valley,  which  is  larse,  well  watered  and  fertile ;  but  bands 
of  hostile  Indians,  with  whom  it  is  said  that  white  men  are  associated, 
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have  their  haunts  in  this  vicinity,  which  will,  for  the  present,  pre- 
vent its  settlement. 

The  valley  of  the  Jordan,  south  of  Salt  Lake  city  and  east  of  the 
river,  is  mostly  settled  and  under  cultivation.  Some  streams  flowing 
from  the  mountains,  if  carefully  husbanded,  would  afford  sufficient 
water  for  irrigation  ;  the  land  for  the  most  part  is  fertile,  hut  in  some 
places  it  is  too  strongly  impregnated  with  salaoratus.  Warm  sulphur 
springs  are  found  in  the  southern  part  of  the  valley.  A  low  range, 
known  as  the  Traverse  mountains,  divides  this  from  Utah.  The 
Jordan  passes  through  it  by  a  deep  and  rocky  gorge,  and  pursuing  a 
sinuous  course  through  the  valley,  finds  its  way  through  marshes  filled 
with  rushes,  to  Salt  Lake.  Utah  lake,  a  fine  body  of  fresh  water, 
occupies  a  considerable  part  of  Utah  valley.  On  the  western  side  of 
the  lake  the  high  bench  comes  down  in  most  places  to  its  margin. 
Cedar  valley  lies  west  of  the  lake  ;  a  low  range  of  mountains  inter- 
vene. It  is  elevated,  possesses  some  fine  land,  and  has,  particularly 
near  the  base  of  the  mountains,  many  groves  of  dwarfish  cedars  ;  there 
are  few  settlers  in  the  valley.  To  the  east  of  Utah  lake  there  is  a 
strip  of  exceedingly  fine  land,  varying  in  width  from  three  to  ten 
miles ;  numerous  streams  from  the  mountains  supply  abundance  of 
water  for  irrigation.  Passing  from  Jordan  into  Utah  valley  the  road 
winds  around  the  point  of  the  Traverse  range  in  a  deep  cut  made  in 
the  side  of  the  mountain.  Near  where  the  Jordan  debouches  from 
the  lake,  the  waters  from  some  warm  springs  form  a  considerable 
marsh  on  its  margin.  Dry  creek,  a  fine  clear  stream  where  it  issues 
from  the  mountain,  becomes  muddy  in  passing  through  the  valley. 
Mountain ville,  close  by  the  mountain,  and  Lehi,  about  two  miles 
from  the  lake,  are  on  the  creek.  About' three  miles  further  is  Ameri- 
can fork,  a  yet  larger  stream,  of  pure  cool  water.  Mills  have  been 
erected  on  both  of  these  streams.  Lake  city,  a  small  settlement,  is  on 
this  stream.  South  of  this  city  there  is  a  fine  grove  of  cotton  wood. 
Battle  creek,  another  small  settlement,  lies  about  three  miles  east- 
southeast.  The  waters  of  American  fork  are  brought  to  this  place  by 
a  canal — some  five  miles  distant.  Passing  from  this  to  Provo  city, 
the  land  towards  the  mountain  is  high  and  level ;  descending  from 
the  bench  towards  the  lake  are  some  fine  bottoms,  which  are  good 
mowing  grounds.  Provo  city  is  on  the  south  side  of  the  Timpanogos, 
a  large  bold  river,  which  descends  through  a  large  canon  from  the 
mountains.  Its  waters  are  clear,  and  abound  in  fish ;  it  is  about  five 
rods  wide,  and  from  three  to  four  feet  deep.  In  passing  through  the 
valley  it  flows  through  several  channels.  A  short  distance  beyond 
Provo  the  mountains  come  down  almost  to  the  lake. 

The  shore  in  this  vicinity  is  very  marshy ;  canes  and  rushes,  extend- 
ing a  considerable  distance  into  the  water,  rendering  the  shore  quite 
indefinable.  Springville,  on  the  Pimquan  creek,  six  miles  from  Provo, 
takes  its  name  from  several  large  springs  in  its  vicinity.  Spanish 
fork,  another  large  stream,  flows  through  this  valley ;  about  six  miles- 
beyond  Springville,  near  this  creek,  there  is  a  considerable  settlement, 
and  most  of  the  land  on  the  northern  side  is  under  cultivation. 

Palmyra,  which  was  a  short  time  since  a  flourishing  village  of  some 
forty  or  fifty  houses  surrounded  by  a  wall,  has  been  abandoned  by  its 
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inhabitants,  by  order  of  Brigbam  Young,  (without  any  ostensible 
cause,)  and,  like  its  namesake  in  the  desert,  is  becoming  a  mass  of 
ruins.  A  few  straggling  Indians  occasionally  occupy  the  dilapidated 
houses. 

A  tract  of  land  has  been  selected  by  the  Indian  agent,  Doctor  Hurt, 
on  the  southwestern  side  of  this  stream  is  an  Indian  farm  for  the 
Petetetnete  band  of  Utahs,  where  this  band  are  at  present  congre- 
gated. They  take  great  interest  in  the  farm,  and  have  materially 
assisted  in  its  cultivation  the  past  season.  The  next  settlement  met 
with  is  Petetetnete,  on  a  creek  of  the  same  name  ;  this  creek  sinks 
soon  after  passing  the  settlements.  There  are  many  springs  in  the 
vicinity,  which  sink  after  flowing  a  short  distance.  About  six  miles 
from  Petetetnete  is  Summit  creek  and  a  small  settlement.  This  creek, 
like  the  preceding  ones,  is  soon  lost  in  the  light  and  porous  soil.  This 
is  the  last  settlement  in  the  Utah  valley.  Tintick  valley  is  at  the 
head  of  Utah  lake.  A  range  called  the  Table  mountains  divides  it 
from  Utah.  The  shores  of  the  lake  in  this  valley  are  low  and  marshy, 
filled  with  cane  and  rushes.  Currant  creek,  which  takes  its  name 
from  the  many  wild  currants  growing  upon  its  margin,  comes  through 
a  canon  in  the  Table  mountains,  and  as  it  approaches  the  lake  becomes 
very  marshy  on  its  borders.  There  are  several  groves  of  dwarfish 
cedars  in  the  valley,  but  no  settlers.  Yonab  valley  is  separated  from 
Tintick  by  the  Table  mountains.  On  the  east  are  the  Wahsatch  moun- 
tains. A  low  range  of  hills  near  Summit  creek  divides  it  from  Utah. 
Currant  creek  rises  in  a  cluster  of  springs  in  the  central  part  of  this 
valley,  and  flowing  northward,  passes  by  a  canon  through  Table 
mountains  into  Tintick  valley.  Several  small  streams  have  their 
sources  in  the  Wahsatch  mountains,  but  with  the  exception  of  Willow 
creek,  soon  sink  into  the  sand.  Salt  creek,  on  which  there  is  a  settle- 
ment, enters  the  southern  end  of  this  valley,  but  after  running  north 
for  some  miles  is  absorbed  in  the  sand.  South  of  Yonab  valley  a 
succession  of  valleys  lie  along  the  base  of  the  Wahsatch  range,  some 
of  which  contain  considerable  settlements.  Fillmore  city,  the  capital 
of  the  Territory,  is  situated  in  one  of  these  valleys,  about  ninety  miles 
from  the  southern  end  of  Utah  lake,  in  a  southsouthwestern  direc- 
tion. The  valley  is  quite  extensive.  South  of  Fillmore  the  country 
is  supposed  to  abound  in  mineral  wealth  ;  a  large  bed  of  iron  ore  has 
been  opened.  Immediately  over  the  line,  in  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico,  extensive  deposites  of  lead  have  been  found  and  are  now 
being  worked.  But  little  known  of  the  country  west  of  these  valleys ; 
the  great  desert  comes  near  them. 

Nearly  all  that  is  known  of  the  country  east  of  the  Wahsatch  range 
is  contained  in  the  report  of  the  several  United  States  engineers  who 
have  crossed  it.  There  is  a  settlement  on  Green  river  near  where  it 
is  crossed  by  the  emigrant  road,  and  there  are  others  at  Fort  Bridges 
and  Fort  Supply,  fifteen  miles  above  in  the  same  valley.  Carson 
valley,  at  the  eastern  base  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  together  with  con- 
tiguous valleys,  are  fast  filling  up  with  settlers,  and  a  party  have 
recently  left  this  city  intending  to  make  a  settlement  in  Ruby  or  some 
eligible  valley  south  of  the  Humboldt. 

AH  the  surveys  thu*  far  made  have  terminated  at  the  base  of  the 


SECRETARY   OF  THE   INTERIOR.  549 

* 

mountains,  it  being  impossible  to  run  lines  up  the  sides.  Instead  of 
meandering,  the  surveys  have  been  closed  «by  drawing  direct  lines 
from  the  termination  of  one  section  line  to  another.  No  lines  have 
been  extended  up  the  canons,  but  as  I  before  mentioned,  I  think  it 
should  be  done.  They  contain  almost  all  the  valuable  wood  land  ; 
but  if  surveyed,  a  departure  from  the  rectangular  mode  of  surveying 
would  be  necessary.  If  these  valuable  timber  lands  were  divided  into 
small  lots  not  exceeding  forty  acres  each,  it  would  enable  every  settler 
to  procure  a  share  of  the  timber. 

The  exclusive  right  to  every  considerable  canon  has  been  granted 
by  the  legislature  to  the  favorites  of  the  Mormon  church,  who  compel 
the  settlers  to  pay  high  prices  for  the  privilege  of  getting  their  wood 
from  them.  They  have  erected  saw  mills  in  many  of  them,  and  the 
timber  is  fast  disappearing.  By  running  lines  up  these  canons,  or  by 
carrying  some  of  the  main  lines  by  triangulation,  or  by  offset,  or  by 
both,  across  tne  country,  all  the  surveys  in  the  Territory  could  be 
connected  with  the  surveys  already  made  ;  by  running  such  lines  it 
would  develope  the  topography  of  the  country. 

They  would  pass  many  minor  valleys,  some  of  them  containing 
valuable  land.  It  is  desirable  that  Carson  and  the  contiguous  valleys 
should  be  surveyed  at  an  early  day.  If  a  connexion  line  is  run  it 
should  be  commenced  early  in  the  ensuing  season. 

Maps  in  triplicate,  exhibiting  the  progress  of  the  surveys,  accom- 
pany this. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  incident  to  the  survey 
of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1858. 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  and  the  clerks  in 
his  office       -  -  -  -  -  -  -  $7,000 

For  rent  of  surveyor  general's  office,  fuel,  books,  stationery, 
furniture  and  incidental  expenses    -  4,000 

For  continuing  the  base,  principal  meridian,  correction,  paral- 
lel, township  and  section  lines,  at  augmented  rates  -  50,000 

Total  amount  of  estimate         ....  61,000 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  H.  BURR, 

Surveyor  General  of  Utah. 


beport  of  coast  survey  office  relative  to  progress  of  8urvet  of 

keys  and  islands  on  the  coast  of  florida. 

United  States  Coast  Survey  Station, 

near  Ellsworth,  Maine,  October  14,  1856. 

Sir  :  In  continuation  of  the  work  on  the  Florida  Keys  prosecuted 
for  the  General  Land  Office  by  the  Coast  Survey,  I  have  the  honor  to 
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communicate  the  progress  of  the  two  triangulation  and  two  plane 
table  parties  which  have  been  engaged  in  it,  and  copies  of  the  reports 
of  the  two  topographical  parties,  for  the  past  season. 

As  a  basis  for  the  plane  table  work,  the  triangulation  of  the  Keys 
since  the  date  of  my  last  repon-  has  been  extended  eastward  from 
Johnson's  Key  and  Point  Dora,  and  terminated  at  the  close  of  the 
season  at  stations  in  Jacob's  Harbor,  a  distance  of  thirty-two  miles 
from  Johnson's  IjCey.  Between  these  limits  the  positions  of  twenty* 
seven  intervening  Keys,  lying  within  an  area  of  about  348  square  miles, 
have  been  determined. 

The  report  of  sub-assistant  Iardella  will  be  found  to  contain  remarks 
on  the  general  character  of  the  Keys  surveyed  by  his  party,  and  the 
details  of  the  method  employed  in  marking  the  land  sections.  The 
topographical  sheet,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  transmitted  in  tri- 
plicate, and  on  the  scale  tcfJtt  as  required  for  the  purposes  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  includes  a  part  of  Sugar-loaf  Key,  Cudjoe  Key, 
Loggerhead  Key,  Summerland  Key,  Gopher  Key,  and  several  smaller 
Keys  not  known  by  any  local  designations. 

I  forward,  also  in  triplicate,  copies  of  the  topographical  sheet  of 
sub-assistant  Wainw right,  containing  the  survey  of  Johnson's  Key, 
Sawyer's  Key,  and  numerous  smaller  Keys  in  their  immediate  vi- 
cinity. 

His  report  accompanying  describes  the  local  features  of  the  Keys 
upon  which  his  party  was  employed. 

The  two  topographical  sheets  of  this  season  present  a  surveyed  area 
of  thirty-six  square  miles  within  263  miles  of  shore-line  determined 
by  the  party. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

A.  D.  BACHE, 
Superintendent. 

Hon.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


Washington  City,  District  of  Columbia, 

June  20,  1856. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  your  instructions,  I  repaired  to  Key  West  in 
November  last,  but  owing  to  the  delay  of  the  United  States  schooner, 
Joseph  Henry,  the  commencement  of  my  work  was  retarded  until  the 
1st  of  January. 

The  operation  of  the  party  for  this  year  embraced  a  portion  of  So- 
ar-lonf  Key,  lying  about  twenty  miles  northward  and  eastward  from 
"ey  West ;  Cudjoe  Key,  extending  several  miles  further  in  the  same 
direction  ;  Loggerhead  Key,  and  Summerland  Key  ;  several  smaller 
Keys  were  also  included,  situated  botween  Loggerhead  and  Cudjoe, 
and  around  the  shores  of  Summerland,  Cudjoe  and  Sugar-loaf. 

Sugar-loaf  Key,  part  of  which  was  surveyed  the  preceding  season , 
is  about  ten  miles  in  length,  by  six  in  breadth,  thus  covering  nearly 
fifty  square  miles.     This  tolerably  extensive  area  is  reduced  more 
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than  one-half  by  the  numerous  sounds,  all  connected  with  each  other, 
that  fill  up  its  interior.  The  depth  of  water  in  these  hays  varies 
from  three  or  four  feet  to  as  many  inches. 

The  shore,  extending  from  Sugar-loaf  signal  towards  Martha  sig- 
nal, is  generally  sandy  up  to  the  limits  of  the  tide,  where  a  belt  of 
long  grass  separates  it  from  the  fringe  of  woods  that  stretches  along 
its  whole  length.  Beyond  Martha  signal,  for  a  distance  of  three 
miles,  the  rocky  foundation  of  the  Key  is  left  hare  until  nearly  oppo- 
site Eliza  signal,  where  a  dense  growth  of  mangrove  hushes  borders 
the  shore  as  far  as  Happy  Jack's  plantation.  The  shore  then  again 
becomes  rocky,  till  it  changes  into  extensive  mud-flats  around  Point 
Dora  signal,  where  several  narrow  openings  lead  into  the  interior 
Sound.  Besides  these  entrances  there  are  two  creeks  at  opposite  ex- 
tremities of  the  Sound.  The  broader,  though  not  the  longer  of  the 
two,  serves  as  its  outlet,  near  Sugar-loaf  signal.  It  is  about  one 
mile  long,  with  a  very  uniform  breadth.  The  other,  which  comes 
out  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  below  Martha  signal,  is  one  and  a 
quarter  mile  in  length,  and  extremely  narrow,  hardly  allowing  a 
boat  to  pass  in  some  places.  Through  this  inconvenient  and  winding 
creek  almost  all  of  the  interior  work  had  to  be  finished,  which  materi- 
ally retarded  its  progress. 

The  tide  runs  with  great  force  here,  as  it  is  almost  the  only  pas- 
sage in  this  direction  tor  the  immense  sheet  of  water  confined  within 
the  Key. 

The  surface  of  Sugar-loaf  is  almost  a  dead  level,  covered  in  some 
places  with  forests  of  mangrove,  butter  wood,  and  various  less  im- 
portant trees ;  in  others,  extending  into  flat  plains,  carpeted  with 
a  Bhort  wiry  grass,  and  dotted  here  and  there  with  mangrove  bushes 
or  single  trees. 

The  soil  is  usually  far  from  good,  though  around  Happy  Jack's  it 
supports  various  tropical  fruits,  and  produces  excellent  sweet  pota- 
toes. This  Key  is  marked  by  sixty-four  posts — parallel -meridianal, 
and  at  intersections  of  the  quarter  section  lines.  The  rocky  founda- 
tion of  the  Key  is  marked  by  iron  stakes,  two  and  a  half  feet  long, 
driven  into  the  coral  rock  four  or  five  inches.     Thev  are  marked  on 

■ 

one  side  with  a  cold  chisel,  the  other  side  with  black  paint ;  also  by 
oedar  posts  four  feet  long,  being  driven  into  the  ground  two  feet,  and 
protected  by  coral  rocks  piled  around  them.  The  oedar  posts  are 
marked  on  one  side  with  the  letters  U.  S.  C.  S.,  and  on  the  other  side 
M.  N.  P.,  or  P.,  with  black  paint. 

Cudjoe  Key,  which  lies  next  to  Sugar-loaf,  in  a  northeast  direction, 
is  entirely  separated  by  a  channel  about  four  miles  in  length,  with  a 
depth  varying  from  two  to  six  feet.  It  is  irregular  in  shape,  and 
about  four  and  a  half  miles  in  one  direction  by  three  miles  in  another. 

The. shore  of  Cudjoe  is  generally  rocky,  except  towards  its  northern 
extremity,  which  is  bounded  by  extensive  mud- flats  and  several  small 
keys,  almost  entirely  covered  by  the  sea  at  high  tide.  Like  Sugar- 
loaf,  it  is  filled  with  lagoons,  though  these  are  neither  so  numerous 
or  so  deep.  They  have  seldom  any  connexion  with  each  other,  and 
at  very  low  tide  become  dry  in  many  places.  A  belt  of  mangrove 
forests  almost  entirely  surrounds  Cudjoe,  and  clumps  of  trees  are 
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scattered  throughout  its  interior.  A  line  of  pine  trees  raits  from 
Johnson's  plantation  almost  across  the  Key,  and  maybe  seen  from 
almost  any  part  of  the  coast.  There  is  some  very  good  land  on  Cud- 
joe,  though  it  would  hardly  repay  cultivation,  except  in  a  few  spots. 
Cudjoe  Key  is  marked  with  twenty-four  posts,  iron  and  cedar,  in  the 
same  manner  as  Sugar-loaf  and  Summerland. 

Summerland  Key,  which  is  separated  from  Cudjoe  by  a  channel 
much  resembling  that  between  Sugar-loaf  and  Cudjoe,  bears  a  strik- 
ing resemblance  to  the  last  in  shape  and  quality  of  the  land.  It  is 
not  so  large,  being  three  and  a  quarter  miles  long,  by  one  and  a  half 
mile  wide.  The  shore,  like  Cudjoe's,  is  rocky,  except  towards  the 
northwest,  where  it  is  cut  up  into  a  great  variety  of  small  keys  and 
mud-flats,  and  filled  with  lagoons.  Near  Palmetto  signal,  there  is  a 
forest  of  palmettoes,  which  gradually  gives  place  to  the  usual  growth 
of  mangrove.  A  few  families  have  made  a  settlement  near  the  shore, 
just  opposite  Ramrod  signal,  where  the  land  is  tolerably  good.  Else- 
where it  is  generally  worthless.  A  small  mangrove  key  lies  not  far 
from  this  settlement,  and  between  this  and  Loggerhead  we  found 
three  small  grassy  keys  with  hardly  a  dozen  trees  upon  them.  There 
are  also  two  small  keys,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Cudjoe  towards 
Loggerhead,  which  form  the  centre  of  an  extensive  shoal,  almost 
blocking  up  the  passage  between  them  and  Cudjoe.  This  key  is 
marked  with  twenty-five  posts,  iron,  cedar,  and  yellow  pine,  the  same 
as  Sugar-loaf. 

Loggerhead  is  a  long  narrow  key,  about  two  miles  from  Cudjoe. 
It  is  one  mile  long  by  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  breadth.  Its  shore  is 
sandy  and  bordered  with  trees,  while  its  opposite  side  is  hidden  by 
mangrove  bushes,  which  grow  far  into  the  water.  A  thick  forest  of 
mangrove  and  butterwood  extend  from  these  signals  through  its 
whole  length.     This  key  is  marked  with  four  cedar  posts. 

Gopher  is  a  small  key,  partially  covered  with  mangrove,  lying  be- 
tween Loggerhead  and  Cudjoe. 

My  season's  work  of  five  months  closed  on  May  28th,  and  covers 
an  area  of  seventy  square  miles,  including  water ;  the  actual  area  oi 
ground  is  about  thirty-two  square  miles  and  210  miles  of  shore  line. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Alexander  assisted  me  in  the  work,  for  which  great  credit 
is  due  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  IARDBLLA, 
Sub-Assistant  27.  S.  Coast  Survey. 

Prof.  A.  D.  Bache, 

Superintendent  U.  S.  Coast  Survey. 


Washington,  D.  C, 

June  10, 1856. 
Sir:  *  *  *  *  * 

My  topographical  sheet  of  the  season  comprises  Johnson's  and  Saw- 
yer's keys,  two  other  large  keys,  and  thirty-five  smaller  ones,  sur- 
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rounded:  by  numerous  banks.  The  work  lies  between  34°  41£'  and 
34°  45V  north  latitude,  and  81°  33£'  to  81°  381'  north  longitude, 
embracing  thirty  miles  of  shore  line  of  keys,  fifty-three  miles  of  bank, 
and  three  or  four  miles  of  interior. 

Johnson's  key,  the  principal  one  of  these  keys,  is  one  and  a  half 
miles  long  and  three  quarters  wide,  in  the  widest  part,  covered  with 
high  and  low  mangrove  and  buttonwood.  This  key  is  the  only  one 
in  the  vicinity  that  has  any  considerable  amount  of  fast  land  on  it, 
the  greater  part  of  it  being  intersected  by  a  lagoon.  It  has  about  a 
half  square  mile  of  fast  land,  with  a  thin  coating  of  soil  and  the  usual 
coral  rock  bottom,  though  it  produces  fine  looking  trees  and  bushes 
in  the  interior.  This  key  seems  to  have  been  the  nucleus  from  which 
a  large  number  of  small  keys  have  formed  almost  all  around  it,  and 
connected  with  it  by  large  banks,  which  spread  from  two  and  a  half 
to  three  miles  to  the  westward  and  one  to  the  northward,  covered  with 
these  small  mangrove  keys. 

Between  the  westernmost  chain  there  run  channels  some  four  feet 
deep.  At  a  short  distance  there  does  not  appear  to  be  more  than  nine 
or  ten  of  these  little  keys,  but  they  are  divided  up  into  twenty-four  or 
five,  bein^  nothing  more  than  mangrove  clumps,  overhanging  the 
water  which  flows  through  them. 

Sawyer's  key,  the  next  in  size,  and  the  only  other  one  designated 
by  a  local  name,  is  about  one  and  three  quarter  mile  long,  and  not 
over  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide. '  From  the  water  it  appears  to  be  quite 
a  large  key,  but  from  the  small  key  on  which  the  signal  stands  there 
is  a  coral  bank  extending  one  mile  in  length  up  to  the  main  key. 
This  is  interspersed  with  small  bushes,  and  covered  with  water  at 
half  tide,  and  only  separated  from  the  bay  on  the  northern  side  of  the 
key  by  a  strip  of  bank  from  eleven  to  twenty-two  yards  wide,  which 
runs  from  the  eastern  point  of  the  key  all  around  the  outside  of  it, 
and  is  the  only  fast  land  on  it. 

The  next  key  in  size  lies  to  the  northward  and  westward  of  John- 
son's key.  Though  about  a  mile  long  and  a  quarter  wide,  it  is  noth- 
ing more  than  a  coral  bank,  with  clumps  of  mangrove  here  and  there. 

All  the  other  smaller  keys  are  of  the  same  character,  being  merely 
dumps  of  mangrove  surrounded  by  coral  banks.  The  largest  of  them 
is  but  little  over  two  hundred  yards  long  and  one  hundred  wide. 

Johnson's  key  is  the  only  one  on  which  I  thought  it  would  be  at 
all  useful  to  put  up  section  posts  for  the  General  Land  Office,  as  there 
is  land  on  it  which  I  think  might  be  cultivated,  but  not  in  any  large 
body.    The  other  keys  are  without  value  at  present  for  that  purpose. 

Ten  iron  stakes,  flattened  at  the  top,  and  marked  with  the  letters 
U.  8.  C.  8.  on  one  side,  and  M.  or  P.  on  the  other,  were  placed  on 
Johnson's  key,  the  sections  being  laid  off  from  either  side  of  the  mid- 
dle meridian  and  parallel. 

Respectfully, 

8.  A.  WAINWRIGHT, 

Sub- Assistant  Goad, Survey. 

Professor  A.  D.  Baohb, 

Superintendent  Coast  Survey. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs ,  November  22,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  usual 
annual  report  from  this  office,  and  for  minute  details  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  service,  and  the  condition  of  the  Indian  tribes,  refer  you 
to  the  various  accompanying  reports  and  other  papers. 

The  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  New  York  Indians,  though 
gradual,  is  very  perceptible.  The  farms,  buildings,  crops  and  stock, 
and  the  substantial  comforts  surrounding  the  homes  of  many  of  the 
Oneidas,  Onondagas,  Tuscaroras,  and  the  Tonawanda,  Cattaraugus  and 
Alleghany  Senecas,  evidence  in  them  a  uniform  advancement.  The  re- 
liance of  the  Alleghany  Senecas  upon  their  timber  and  lumber  has  not 
made  it  necessary  for  them  to  turn  their  attention  wholly  to  agricul- 
ture ;  and  while  this  resource  has  furnished  them  temporary  aid,  the 
timber  and  lumber  trade  in  which  they  are  engaged  may  be  regarded 
as  a  hindrance  to  their  permanent  improvement. 

Churches  and  religious  influences,  and  schools,  are  well  sustained 
among  these  Indians,  and  all  seem  to  be  impressed  with  a  desire  to 
educate  their  children.  The  State  of  New  York,  and  the  American 
Board  of  Missions,  continue  to  make  liberal  appropriations  for  educa- 
tion among  them.  The  Thomas  Asylum,  on  the  Cattaraugus  reser- 
vation, is  completed,  and  is  now  rapidly  filling  with  orphan  and  desti- 
tute children.  The  Indians  on  this  last  reservation  have  had  the  kind 
offices  and  aid  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  the  patronage  of  the 
department  has  been  extended  to  them. 

The  Ottowas  and  Chippewas,  and  the  Chippewas  of  Saginaw  and 
Swan  creek  and  Black  river,  all  within  the  State  of  Michigan,  continue 
gradually  to  increase  in  numbers  as  well  as  to  advance  in  the  arts  of 
peace ;  and  under  the  liberal  provisions  of  the  treaties  of  1855,  by 
which  every  family  is  to  receive  a  homestead  from  the  public  domain, 
and  the  friendly  feelings  manifested  towards  them  by  the  people  of 
the  State,  present  indications  would  seem  to  justify  the  hope  that 
they  will  attain  a  much  higher  state  of  civilization,  and  possess  more 
ef  the  comforts  of  life,  than  they  have  heretofore  done.  They  ait 
beginning  to  locate  on  the  lands  assigned  them,  and  apparently  highly 
appreciate  the  separate  homes  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

The  Chippewas  of  Lake  Superior,  who  inhabit  reservations  in  the 
northern  peninsula  of  Michigan,  the  northern  part  of  Wisconsin  and 
that  portion  of  Minnesota  between  the  St.  Louis  river  and  the  British 
line,  have  been  furnished  with  a  liberal  supply  of  farming  implements, 
carpenters'  tools,  household  furniture  and  cooking  utensils ;  and  every 
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Indian  having  a  house  and  residing  in  it,  has  been  supplied  with  a 
good  cooking  stove  and  the  usual  cooking  utensils,  a  table,  bureau, 
chairs,  bedstead,  looking-glass,  and  many  smaller  articles  for  house- 
hold use.  The  effect  of  this  policy  is  quite  perceptible  and  salutary, 
and  has  stimulated  many  to  erect  and  provide  for  erecting  new  houses 
at  Bid  river  and  several  other  places.  Certificates  have  been  issued 
to  all  the  half-breeds  who,  by  tne  provisions  of  the  recent  treaty,  are 
entitled  to  land,  which,  if  respected  at  the  land  offices,  will  serve  to 
secure  to  each  of  them  the  quantity  to  which  they  are  entitled,  and 
which  they  may  designate  from  any  of  the  public  domain  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

In  addition  to  those  among  the  Indians  of  Michigan  proper,  schools 
are  now  maintained  at  1/  Anse,  Bad  river,  Lapointe,  and  Grand  Port- 
age, all  among  the  Chippewas  of  Lake  Superior. 

The  extended  area  of  country  embraced  within  the  Michigan  agency 
renders  it  impossible  for  the  agent  to  devote  as  much  time  to  the 
Indians  under  his  charge  as  is  absolutely  necessary.  There  is  ample 
business  for  two  agents,  and  with  two  faithful  men  to  aid  them  in 
making  most  available  the  liberal  provisions  of  the  recent  treaties, 
much  for  their  good  may  be  accomplished.  They  are  prepared  to  take 
advice  and  receive  instruction. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  northern  superin tendency  has  been  extended 
over  the  Indians  of  Minnesota,  the  Oneida,  Stockbridge  and  Meno- 
monee  tribes  in  Wisconsin  still  remaining  within  its  limits. 
^  The  condition  of  the  Oneidas  of  Wisconsin  has  changed  but  little 
since  last  year ;  and  no  event  of  importance  has  occured  among  them, 
except  the  murder  of  one  of  the  chiefs,  by  a  member  of  the  tribe. 
This  event  has  produced  much  excitement,  and  has  caused  apprehen- 
sions of  serious  disturbances.  The  murder  was  committed  under  the 
influence  of  intoxicating  liquor. 

Under  the  operations  of  the  treaty  of  February  15,  1856,  between 
the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  Indians  and  the  government,  it  is  to  be 
expected  that  the  Stockbridge  difficulties,  which  for  a  number  of  yeari 
past  have  been  a  source  of  trouble  and  vexation,  will  soon  be  termi- 
nated. An  arrangement  has  been  made  by  which  a  tract  of  land  on 
the  west  end  of  the  Menomonee  reservation  has  been  selected  for  a 
permanent  home  for  the  Stockbridges  and  Munsees.  Some  of  these 
Indians  have  already  commenced  to  build  themselves  houses  at  their 
new  location,  and  measures  have  been  taken  to  insure  the  final  re- 
moval of  all  of  them  as  soon  as  this  can  be  prudently  and  properly 
effected.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  any  factious  opposition  which  may 
manifest  itself  among  a  few  of  these  Indians  may  meet  with  no  en- 
couragement, either  in  Wisconsin  or  elsewhere.  The  necessity  of  the 
case,  and  the  interests  of  the  Indians,  require  that  they  should  remove 
from  their  present  location  at  Stockbridge  without  delay. 

The  advancement  of  the  Menomonees  is  constant  and  steady.  Al- 
though obstacles  have  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  these  Indians,  and 
the  vicious  and  unscrupulous  have  endeavored  to  thwart  all  the  effort* 
made  for  their  improvement,  and  the  grasping  avarice  of  unprincipled 
white  men  in  seeking  to  obtain  their  property,  in  defiance  of  justice 
and  right,  has  rendered  them  somewhat  restless  and  uneasy  ;  yet, 
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notwithstanding  all  this,  their  progress  is  very  gratifying,  and  the 
results  already  attained  leave  no  doubt  but  the  Menomonee  Indians, 
in  a  very  few  years,  will  completely  and  perfectly  adopt  habits  of  in* 
dustry  and  civilization.  Indian  laborers  have  been  exclusively  em* 
ployed  to  do  the  work  of  the  tribe.  The  agent,  farmer,  miller,  teacher, 
and  one  blacksmith,  are  the  only  white  persons  located  at  the  agency 
and  employed  on  the  reservation.  All  the  work  in  the  fields,  as  well 
as  in  the  shops,  is  done  by  Indian  hands.  A  nnmber  of  the  young 
Menomonees  have  become  expert  carpenters,  providing  not  only  the 
general  carpenter  shop  with  hands,  but  the  different  bands  have  car- 
penters among  them,  who  are  erecting  houses  for  the  various  families, 
to  facilitate  which,  the  council  has  requested  that  a  set  of  carpenter fB 
tools  be  furnished  to  each  band. 

In  the  southern  part  of  Minnesota  Territory  the  Winnebagoes  have 
assigned  to  them,  under  the  treaty  of  February,  1855,  an  excellent 
tract  of  land  for  a  permanent  home,  and  laudable  efforts  are  now  be- 
ing made  to  correct  the  vicious  habits  of  these  Indians.  Extensive 
improvements  have  been  made  for  them  at  their  new  location.  White 
labor  has  heretofore  been  mainly  relied  on,  but  hereafter  it  is  expected 
that  the  Indians  themselves  will  be  more  extensively  employed  in  per- 
forming the  work  which  will  be  required  to  be  done.  It  is  designed 
next  season  to  enlarge  and  extend  the  improvements  upon  the  Win- 
nebago reservation.  At  a  late  council  of  the  tribe  a  code  of  laws  was 
adopted  for  the  protection  of  their  persons  and  property,  and  for  the 
punishment  of  crimes. 

K^  Various  causes  have  combined  to  prevent  the  Medawakantoan,  Wah- 
pahkoota,  Sissetoan,  and  Wapatoan  Sioux  from  deriving  heretofore 
much  substantial  benefit  from  the  very  liberal  provisions  of  the  trea- 
ties of  July  and  August,  1851.  Until  after  the  reservations  were  per- 
manently assured  to  the  Indians  in  1854,  it  would  have  been  highly 
improper  to  have  made  expenditures  for  permanent  improvements ; 
ana,  since  then,  the  affairs  of  the  agency  have  not  been  free  from  con- 
fusion in  all  its  operations.  Under  the  direction  of  their  new  agent 
efficient  steps  will,  it  is  expected,  be  taken  without  delay  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  these  Indians,  and  to  make  the  various  improve- 
ments for  which  the  treaties  provide.  Heretofore  large  sums  of  mo- 
ney have  been  paid  to  and  expended  for  these  Sioux,  out  they  have 
been  indolent,  extravagant,  and  intemperate,  and  have  wasted  their 
means  without  improving,  or  seeming  to  desire  to  improve,  their  con- 
dition. It  is  to  be  feared  that  bad  counsels  have  controlled  them,  and 
their  constant  war  with  the  Chippewas  has  also  had  a  sad  effect  upon 
them.  All  the  power  of  the  department  will  be  exerted  to  require 
these  Sioux  to  cease  their  roving  wandering  habits,  and  to  settle  down 
upon  their  reservations. 

With  regard  to  the  Chippewas  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  Pillager 
and  Lake  Winnibigoshish  bands,  it  may  be  remarked  that  their  wars 
with  the  Sioux,  and  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  have  done  much  to  re- 
tard their  progress.  The  agricultural  and  other  labor  connected  with 
the  reservations  at  Winnibigoshish,  Cass,  and  Leech  lakes,  has  been 
confided  to  the  direction  and  management  of  Messrs.  Breck  and  Bard- 
well,  the  missionaries  in  charge,  who  are  making  as  good  progress  ma 
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could  be  expected.  They  are  inducing  many  to  labor  and  perma- 
nently settle  themselves,  and  from  the  good  results  already  obtained, 
and  the  better  influences  and  more  favorable  circumstances  with  which 
they  are  surrounded,  a  rapid  improvement  may  be  expected.  For  the 
first  time  several  of  the  Mississippi  bands  planted  and  worked  their 
own  fields,  and  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  amply  compensated  in  the 
yield  of  their  crops  but  for  a  very  destructive  visitation  of  the  grass- 
hopper, which  appeared  in  that  region  in  July,  and  destroyed  all 
their  prospects. 

It  is  hoped  that  some  arrangement  may  be  made  by  which  the 
deadly  strife  between  the  Sioux  and  Chippewa  Indians  may  cease. 
The  conviction  and  execution,  under  our  criminal  laws,  of  all  Indians 
guilty  of  the  murder  of  Indians,  would,  it  is  believed,  put  a  6top  to 
the  war  parties  of  the  Sioux  and  Chippewa,  as  well  as  other  Indian 
tribes ;  but  there  has  been  no  fund  provided  by  which  such  prosecu- 
tions can  be  commenced  and  carried  on.  It  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
an  act  of  humanity  if  such  a  fund  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  de- 
partment, as  the  prosecution,  conviction,  and  execution  of  a  few  In- 
dians would,  no  doubt,  have  a  most  salutary  influence. 

With  the  Bed  Lake  and  a  few  other  scattered  bands  of  Indians,  next 
to  the  British  possessions,  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Red  river  of  the 
north,  we  have  no  treaty  arrangements.     They  are  said  to  be  very 

1>oor,  and  if  it  be  not  thought  advisable  to  extinguish  their  claims  to 
ands  occupied  by  them,  it  is  believed  that  it  would  be  a  humane  act 
to  give  them  some  aid  in  the  way  of  a  gratuity.  A  few  seeds  and  agri- 
cultural implements  would  be  of  great  service  to  them,  and  would 
serve  to  instil  in  them  a  grateful  sense  of  the  liberality  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  matter  of  disposing,  according  to  the  law  of  Congress  of  July 
17, 1854,  of  the  interests  of  the  half-breed  Sioux,  in  the  Lake  Pepin 
reserve,  set  apart  for  them  by  the  treaty  of  July  15,  1830,  it  is  confi- 
dently expected  will  now  soon  be  brought  to  a  final  decision  and  de- 
termination. The  subject  has  been  one  of  some  difficulty  and  intri- 
cacy, but  the  final  report  of  the  commissioners  has  just  been  received, 
and  steps  will  be  taken  at  once  to  cause  the  scrip  to  issue  to  the  par- 
ties entitled  thereto.  It  is  proper  to  observe  that  the  law  provides 
that  no  transfer  or  conveyance  of  any  of  the  scrip  shall  be  valid,  and 
all  assignments  thereof  will  therefore  be  disregarded. 

The  central  superintendency  embraces  within  its  limits  all  that  vast 
country  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  latitude, 
on  the  west  by  the  Rocky  mountains,  on  the  south  by  the  Arkansas 
river  and  the  country  of  the  Osages,  and  on  the  east  by  the  Missouri 
State  line  and  the  Missouri  river,  to  near  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sioux 
river,  and  thence  in  a  northerly  direction  to  the  British  line.  Of  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  the  operations  of  the  service  for  the  past  year  within 
this  superintendency,  it  may  be  remarked  that — 
^  The  Blackfeet,  Flatheads  ,Nez  Perces,  and  the  other  tribes  par- 
ties to  the  treaty  of  the  Judith,  residing  on  or  near  the  headwaters 
of  the  Missouri  river,  have,  since  the  negotiation  of  that  treaty  in  Oc- 
tober, 1855,  remained  at  peace,  and  refused  all  participation  in  the 
hostilities  of  the  tribes  of  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories.    The 


556  REPORT  OF   THE 

common  hunting  ground  provided  by  the  treaty  has  produced  bene- 
ficial results,  and  the  conflicts  of  war  and  rapine  hare  given  place 
among  them  to  the  exchange  of  horses,  peltry,  and  other  articles  of 
barbarous  commerce.  The  Blackfeet,  although  absolutely  barbarous, 
are  said  to  be  intelligent  and  tractable,  and  ample  provision  is  made 
by  the  treaty  for  their  instruction  in  the  arts  of  civilized  life. 

Hitherto  difficulties  have  attended  the  delivery  of  the  annuity  goods 
to  the  Crows,  who  inhabit  the  country  bordering  on  the  Powder,  Big 
Horn,  and  Yellow  Stone  rivers.  They  are  warlike,  possess  large 
bands  of  horses,  ana  depend  upon  the  chase  for  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence. Under  instructions  from  the  superintendent,  the  agent  will 
meet  them  at  their  hunting  grounds,  and  consult  with  them  as  to  the 
future  place  at  which  their  annuities  shall  be  delivered. 

The  Assinaboines  speak  a  Sioux  dialect,  and  inhabit  a  country  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Missouri  river,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Yel- 
low Stone.  They  are  expert  hunters,  subsist  by  the  chase,  possess 
few  horses,  and  use  the  Esquimaux  dogs  as  beasts  of  burden. 

The  Gros  Ventres,  of  the  Missouri,  reside  on  the  north  side  of  that 
river,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone.  They  speak  the  Crow 
dialect.  On  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri,  and  a  few  miles  below 
the  Gros  Ventres,  the  villages  of  the  Mandans  and  Arickarees  are 
situate.  These  three  small  tribes  cultivate  more  corn,  bean s,  and 
other  vegetables,  than  are  requisite  for  their  subsistence.  In  the 
warm  season  they  inhabit  dirt  lodges ;  but  as  soon  as  their  crops  are 
gathered  and  "cached,"  they  betake  themselves  to  their  skin  lodges 
in  the  timber,  preparatory  to  hunting  and  preparing  their  buffalo 
robes  and  meats.  The  Mandans  speak  a  language  dissimilar  to  their 
neighbors,  and  are  represented  as  intelligent  and  quite  dignified. 
The  Arickarees  speak  the  Pawnee  language.  These  three  tribes  con- 
struct their  own  boats,  which  consist  of  buffalo  skins  drawn' over  a 
circular  frame-work  of  willow.  They  expose  or  bury  their  dead  on 
scaffolds.  The  superintendent  is  of  opinion,  in  which  I  concur,  that 
a  separate  agency  should  be  established  for  the  Crows,  Assinaboines, 
Gros  Ventres,  Mandans,  and  Arickarees. 

The  country  on  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri  river,  from  the  re- 
gion of  the  Gros  Ventres  to  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sioux  river,  is 
claimed  by  the  Yanctonees  and  the  Yancton  bands  of  Sioux.  Iu  con- 
sequence of  the  hostilities  that  exist  between  the  Yanctonees  and  the 
half-breeds  of  Pembina,  it  is  suggested  that  a  well-defined  line  should 
be  established  between  them.  Both  the  Yanctonees  and  Yanctons 
cultivate  the  soil  to  some  extent,  but  the  former  rely  chiefly  on  the 
hunt  for  support. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri  the  Unc  Papas,  Sans  Arcs,  Two 
Kettles,  and  Blackfeet  Sioux  reside ;  and  the  Brule,  Minmcongue, 
and  Ogalallah  bands  of  Sioux  occasionally  penetrate  that  region  from 
the  country  adjacent  to  the  Platte.  All  these  bands  are  insolent  and 
audacious,  and  depend  upon  the  chase  for  subsistence. 

Agent  Twiss  has  resumed  the  duties  of  his  agency  ;  and  the  an- 
nuity goods  for  the  Sioux,  Arrapahoes,  and  Cheyennes,  had  arrived 
at  Fort  Laramie.  You  are  referred  to  his  reports  for  information  in 
relation  to  several  horrible  masacres  that  have  occurred  in  that 
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gion,  and  the  causes  of  them,  with  the  action  of  the  agent  in  the 
premises.     With  reference  to  depredations,  I  have  only  to  repeat  the 
remarks  made  in  a  former  report,  and  to  suggest  that  it  would  he  ' 
much  hetter  and  safer  if  the  law  was  regarded  as  the  rule  of  action  in 
all  such  cases. 

The  Poncas  inhahit  the  country  adjacent  to  the  valley  of  the  l'Eau 
qui  Court.  They  plant  corn.  The  whites  are  beginning  to  settle 
the  country  which  these  Indians  claim. 

The  Pawnees,  who  were  formerly  compelled  by  their  hostilities  with 
the  Sioux  to  leave  their  own  country  north  of  the  Platte  and  seek  a 
home  south  of  that  river,  have  now  been  compelled  to  abandon  the 
latter.  The  whites  are  now  encroaching  upon  them  north  of  that 
stream  ;  and  while  these  Indians  also  cultivate  land  to  a  limited  ex- 
tent, yet  they  and  the  Poncas,  from  the  uncertainty  of  reaping  the 
fruit  of  their  labors,  seem  to  be  depressed,  and  many  have  given  them- 
selves up  to  indolence  and  vice.  They  infest  the  highways,  are  inso- 
lent to  travellers,  and  seek  to  procure  a  livelihood  by  begging  and 
stealing.  It  is  exceedingly  important  that  arrangements  heretofore 
suggested  with  respect  to  these  bands  be  consummated  without  delay, 
which  will  settle  them  down  on  fixed  and  permanent  homes,  and  thus 
promote  their  comfort  and  relieve  the  settlers  and  emigrants  from 
their  annoyance. 

In  speaking  of  the  face  of  the  country,  streams,  &c,  in  the  upper 
portion  of  the  central  superintendency,  the  superintendent  remarks, 
that  "the  Missouri  river  is  navigable  for  boats  drawing  thirty-four 
inches  from  a  point  twenty-five  miles  below  its  falls  to  its  mouth — a 
distance  of  more  than  twenty-nine  hundred  miles.  Thirty-five  miles 
below  the  Judith  begins  the  first  of  three  inconsiderable  rapids,  none 
of  which  present  any  important  obstacle  to  navigation.  When  the 
character  of  the  navigation  of  this  river  becomes  more  generally 
known,  it  will  be  the  thorough  fore  to  Utah,  Oregon,  and  Washington 
Territories.  In  ascending  this  river  beyond  Fort  Benton,  the  first 
fell  is  eighty-nine  feet  in  perpendicular  height.  The  upper  fall,  seven 
miles  beyond  this,  is  thirty-five  feet  in  height ;  the  intermediate 
space  presents  minor  falls,  and  a  succession  of  rapids.  Above  the 
fells  there  is  uninterrupted  navigation  tor  small  boats  for  three  hun- 
dred miles,  in  a  southerly  direction."  He  also  states  that  the  Yellow 
Stone  is  navigable  for  small  boats  a  distance  of  six  hundred  miles 
from  its  mouth. 

The  Omahas  are  represented  as  improving  in  their  condition.  They 
are  contented,  and  have  ample  provisions  for  the  approaching  winter. 
Their  reservation  is  highly  spoken  of  by  their  agent ;  and  when  the 
necessary  government  and  mission  buildings,  now  in  course  of  con- 
struction, are  finished,  and  all  the  other  improvements  contemplated 
are  made  upon  it,  the  home  of  the  Omahas,  at  the  Blackbird  Hills,  ; 
will  be  a  very  desirable  one.  A  good  crop  of  corn,  potatoes,  and 
pumpkins  was  produced  on  their  reserve ;  and,  in  addition  thereto, 
the  Indians  have  had  a  very  successful  hunt. 

Some  prairie  land  has  been  broken  and  planted  for  the  Ottoes  and 
Hissourias,  at  their  new  reserve  on  the  Big  Blue ;  but  their  interests 
have  suffered  for  the  want  of  an  agent  to  attend  to  them.    It  |s  to  be 
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hoped  that  they  will  soon  have  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  agent 
who  has  been  appointed  to  reside  among  them,  and  that  their  condi- 
tion and  prospects  may  he  improved  thereby.  Their  educational  in- 
terests have  been  confided  to  the  Presbyterian  board,  who  are  now 
erecting  the  necessary  school  and  other  bnildings. 

Measures  have  been  adopted  to  take  a  census  of  the  half-breeds  who 
are  entitled  to  participate  in  the  beneficial  provisions  of  the  10th  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  of  the  15th  July,  1830,  to  the 
end  that  the  President  may  assign  to  each  of  them  his  or  her  portion 
of  the  reserve  situate  between  the  Big  and  Little  Nemaha  rivers,  in 
Nebraska  Territory. 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Missouri  have  made  but  little  progress  in 
improvement.  Those  who  have  continued  on  the  home  reserve  have 
cultivated  fields  of  corn,  potatoes  and  other  vegetables,  of  all  of  which 
they  will  have  an  abundant  supply ;  and  they  have  assured  their 
agent  that  they  will  endeavor  to  improve  in  their  habits  and  conduct. 
One  of  their  chiefs  (Ne  sour  quoit)  has  exercised  a  very  bad  influence 
over  a  portion  of  the  tribe  ;  but  from  the  decline  of  his  power,  or  from 
conviction  of  his  errors,  he  has  recently  sought  a  conference  with  the 
agent,  confessed  his  faults  and  promised  reformation  and  obedience, 
and  he  with  his  band  have  settled  down  upon  the  reservation. 

The  Ioways  continue  to  make  some  advancement  in  agriculture.  In 
addition  to  those  heretofore  engaged  in  farming,  several  young  men 
of  the  tribe  have  recently  selected  farms,  commenced  making  rails, 
and  applied  to  their  agent  for  wagons,  oxen  and  ploughs.  The  chiefs 
and  headmen  also  seem  to  take  additional  interest  in,  and  have  prom- 
ised their  aid  to  promote  and  advance,  the  cause  of  civilization.  The 
law  of  the  tribe  for  the  suppression  of  intoxicating  drinks  has  been 
observed,  and  its  good  effects  are  quite  visible.  The  Ioway  mission 
school  is  well  managed,  and  is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  In  addition 
to  the  ordinary  education,  the  boys  are  taught  to  labor  on  the  farm 
and  in  the  garden  ;  to  plough  and  drive  team,  and  to  handle  and  use 
mechanics'  tools.  The  girls  learn  sewing,  making  clothes,  cooking 
and  all  the  usual  work  of  housekeeping.  Notwithstanding  the  care 
bestowed  upon  them  and  the  comfortable  condition  in  which  they  are 
kept,  there  is  quite  an  aversion  on  the  part  of  many  of  their  parents 
to  the  children  remaining  at  school. 

Success  has  attended  the  efforts  of  the  Kickapoos,  who  have  at  length 
all  quietly  settled  down  upon  their  reserve  and  commenced  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil.  The  necessary  steps  have  been  taken  to  establish 
among  them  ample  accommodations  for  the  education  of  all  their 
youth,  and  with  the  means  and  facilities  within  their  reach,  and  the 
present  advanced  state  of  many  of  the  tribe,  it  is  confidently  expected 
that  they  will  in  a  very  short  time  be  surrounded  with  all  the  necessa- 
ries and  comforts  of  life. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  educational  aid  to  the  Christian  Indiana* 
and  their  reserve  being  well  adapted  to  agricultural  uses,  it  is  hoped 
they  will  avail  themselves  of  all  the  legitimate  means  within  their 
reach  to  improve  their  condition  and  to  qualify  themselves  to  dis- 
charge properly  all  their  obligations  and  duties. 

Notwithstanding  the  warlike  character  of  the  Delaware  Indians, 
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and  the  wrong  and  injury  they  have  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  whites, 
they  have  maintained  a  steady  neutrality  in  all  the  difficulties  in  Kan- 
sas. Their  means  have  been  applied  to  repairing  and  improving  their 
buildings  and  extending  their  farms.  A  commodious  Methodist 
church  has  been  erected  by  them,  a  large  school  building  is  in  the 
course  of  construction,  and  they  express  great  anxiety  about  the  edu- 
cation of  their  children.  They  have  enjoyed  good  health  the  past 
season,  and  slightly  increased  in  numbers.  Unfortunately  their  crops 
have  been  damaged  very  much  by  the  backwardness  of  the  season  and 
the  drought  which  has  prevailed  in  that  region.  The  first  public  sale 
of  the  lands  ceded  by  them  in  trust  to  the  United  States  was  to  com- 
mence on  the  17th  of  this  month.  Such  regulations  and  precautionary 
measures  were  adopted  as  would,  it  is  hoped,  secure  a  fair  sale  of 
them.     They  are  regarded  as  very  valuable. 

The  Wyandotte  and  Shawnees  will  shortly  experience  a  very  radi- 
cal change.  As  soon  as  the  lands  of  the  former  are  assigned  to  them 
in  severalty,  which  is  now  being  done,  their  tribal  state  will  be  dis- 
solved, and  gradually,  as  provided  for  in  the  treaty  of  1855,  they  will 
become  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Some  of  them  are  distinguished 
for  their  intelligence  and  probity,  and  are  fully  competent  for  all  the 
duties  and  responsibility  of  their  new  relation.  Others  are  unfit,  and 
will  necessarily  have  to  pass  through  a  state  of  pupilage ;  and 
with  reference  to  such  and  their  interests,  a  great  responsibility  will 
rest  upon  their  more  intelligent  brethren. 

The  Shawnees  are  perceptibly  advancing.  In  consequence  of  the 
backwardness  of  the  surveys  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  select  and 
have  assigned  to  them  their  homes,  as  provided  by  the  treaty  of  1854  ; 
but  this  will  soon  be  done,  and  then  new  trials  will  await  them,  by 
reason  of  the  introduction  of  white  society  into  their  midst.  Should 
these  people  be  equal  to  the  occasion  and  the  circumstances  with  which 
they  will  then  be  ear  rounded,  resist  all  improper  influences  and  judi- 
ciously apply  the  large  money  annuities  to  which  for  several  years  to 
come  they  will  be  entitled,  they  may  attain  a  higher  state,  possess 
more  extended  improvements,  and  place  themselves  in  more  comforta- 
ble circumstances  than  any  other  Indian  tribe  on  the  continent.  In- 
deed, they  have  the  means,  if  judiciously  applied,  to  become  the  most 
wealthy  population,  white  or  red,  within  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 

Those  of  the  Pottawatomies  who  have  turned  their  attention  to 
agriculture  have  made  good  crops.  Many  of  them  are  averse  to  aban- 
doning their  ancient  habits  and  customs,  and  the  disorderly  conduct 
of  portions  of  the  white  inhabitants  of  Kansas  territory  has  served  to 
confirm  in  their  views  such  of  them  as  are  opposed  to  civilized  pur- 
suits. One  of  the  chiefs,  with  his  band,  one  hundred  strong,  has  left 
for  the  Cherokee  or  Creek  country,  having  expressed  the  opinion  that 
perhaps  he  would  never  return.  The  Baptist  manual  labor  school  has 
improved  slightly  since  last  year,  and  the  St.  Mary's  mission  is  in  a 
very  flourishing  condition.  The  agent  states  that  he  is  unable  to 
make  a  full  report  because  of  the  loss  of  his  papers.  He  represents 
that  a  band  of  lawhss  men  drove  him  from  his  home,  took  everything 
he  possessed,  scattered  his  official  papers,  broke  open  the  boxes  coc- 
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taining  the  agricultural  implements  sent  by  the  department  to  the 
Indians,  and  carried  off  large  numbers  of  them. 

Good  health  has  generally  prevailed  among  the  Miamies  and  the 
confederate  bands  of  the  Weas,  &c,  of  the  Osage  River  agency.  The 
season  has  been  unusually  dry  in  that  region,  and  has  operated  seri- 
ously* against  their  agricultural  efforts.  The  corn  crop  has  suffered 
much,  and  their  potato  crop  is  almost  a  failure.  The  mission  schools 
in  this  agency  are  represented  as  not  in  a  prosperous  condition.  The 
delay  in  the  public  surveys  and  the  troubles  in  Kansas  have  prevented 
the  Indians  from  making  the  selections  of  lands  for  their  homes,  as 
soon  as  they  desired,  and  otherwise  would  have  done.  Hence  they 
have  suffered  in  their  pecuniary  interests,  and  are  not  now  in  as  com- 
fortable a  condition  as  under  different  circumstances  they  would  have 
been.  Competent  persons  have  been  employed  by  them  to  aid  in  their 
selections,  and  when  this  is  done,  and  each  head  of  a  family  or  other 
person  entitled  shall  have  his  or  her  home  set  off,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
it  will  be  the  beginning  of  a  better  time  for  these  Indians. 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Mississippi  are  now,  as  heretofore,  dis- 
tinguished for  their  great  energy  and  their  courage  in  war.  In  every 
contest  with  the  Comanches,  though  greatly  outnumbered  by  the 
latter,  they  have  invariably  defeated  them  on  the  open  prairies.  They 
continue  to  reside  in  bark  huts  and  persistently  refuse  the  services  of 
the  missionary,  and  reject  the  farmer  and  the  teacher.  Their  agent 
gives  a  very  gloomy  picture  of  these  Indians,  and  one  much  to  be  re- 

f  retted.  They  have  made  no  advancement,  are  decreasing  in  Burn- 
ers, and  are  indolent  and  intemperate.  The  Ottowas,  of  the  same 
agency,  who  reside  near  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  have  good  land,  are  in- 
dustrious farmers,  and  are  advancing  in  improvement.  The  Chip- 
pewas  of  that  agency  are  excellent  Indians.  They  possess  a  small 
tract  of  very  good  land,  and  all  labor  for  a  support. 

But  little  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  habits  or  condition  of 
the  Kansas  tribe  of  Indians.  They  manifest  great  aversion  to  labor, 
and  continue  to  infest  the  Santa  Fe  and  other  roads  in  the  Territory. 
Possessing  now  but  a  small  reservation  out  of  the  large,  fertile,  and 
valuable  country  they  once  owned ;  trespassed  upon  by  the  whites, 
and  driven  from  their  hunting-grounds  by  their  hereditary  enemies, 
they  are  the  victims  of  intemperance,  disease  and  poverty.  The  larger 
portion  of  the  half-breed  (Kansas)  tract  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
trespassers,  who  have  actually  driven  from  their  homes  some  of  the 
half-breed  Indian  owners.  Such  lawless  conduct  is  very  disreputable, 
and  can  result  in  no  permanent  advantage  to  those  engaged  in  it,  as 
the  government  must  protect  the  half-breed  Kansas  Indians  in  their 
rights. 

Those  bands  of  Comanches  who  spend  the  winter  below  the  Arkan- 
sas, and  commit  depredations  on  the  Texas  frontier,  proceed  north- 
wardly in  the  spring  in  pursuit  of  buffalo.  They  are  well  supplied 
with  horses,  and  enrich  themselves  by  plunder.  They  receive  their 
annuities  on  the  Arkansas,  and  regard  them  as  a  compensation  paid 
them  by  the  United  States  for  the  use  of  the  Santa  Fe  road  by  emi- 
grants. Like  the  Kioways,  they  are  insolent,  and  treat  their  agent 
with  contempt. 
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The  Cheyennes,  -who  reside  higher  up  the  Arkansas,  have  generally 
been  regarded  as  quiet  and  peaceable  Indians.  They  are  good 
hunters,  and  furnish  large  quantities  of  robes  and  peltries.  Recently 
they  have  been  charged  with  being  accessary  to  the  murders  com- 
mitted on  the  Platte  near  Fort  Kearney,  and  to  which  I  have  referred 
you  in  connexion  with  the  report  of  agent  Twiss.  It  is  said  that  the 
Comanches,  Kioways,  and  Cheyennes,  who  annually  assemble  on  the 
thoroughfares  near  the  borders  of  New  Mexico,  hold  in  bondage  many 
Mexican  and  some  American  citizens,  and  the  agent  is  powerless  to 
free  them.  Every  year  these  Indians  are  becoming  more  insolent, 
and  serious  consequences  may  be  apprehended  unless  some  efficient 
and  adequate  mode  be  adopted  by  the  government  to  enforce  among 
them  respect  to  its  authority. 

It  is  expected  that  the  classification  and  appraisement  of  the  trusts 
lands  of  the  confederated  bands  of  Weas,  &c,  and  theloways  in  Kan* 
sas  Territory,  will  soon  be  completed,  when  these,  with  the  balance 
of  the  Delaware  trust-lands,  may  be  offered  for  sale. 

Within  the  bounds  of  the  southern  superintendency  the  past  year 
has  been  remarkable  for  peace  among  the  different  tribes.  Homicides 
have  decreased,  and  but  few  aggravated  crimes  have  been  committed. 
Except  the  Osages,  who  have  experienced  unusual  mortality,  and 
some  sickness  among  the  Cherokees,  good  health  has  prevailed.  The 
tribes  bordering  on  Kansas  have  been  somewhat  excited  by  the  trou- 
bles existing  within  that  Territory,  but  their  fears  and  apprehension* 
are  rapidly  subsiding. 

The  Osages  practise  polygamy,  detest  labor,  and  are  decreasing  in 
numbers.  Some  favorable  changes  are  nevertheless  seen  among  these 
Indians,  attributable  to  the  influence  of  the  Osage  manual-labor  school, 
which  is  said  to  be  very  well  conducted.  Early  in  the  summer  their 
corn  crop  was  much  injured  by  an  overflow  of  the  lands  under  culti- 
vation. The  crops  of  the  Senecas,  Senecas  and  Shawnees,  and  Qua- 
paws,  although  not  much  above  a  half  yield,  will  produce  sufficient 
to  support  them  through  the  winter. 

The  Cherokees  continue  to  improve,  especially  in  agricultural,  which 
are  greatly  in  advance  of  mechanical,  pursuits  among  them.  They 
also  still  manifest  a  commendable  interest  in  education,  but  a  fund  on 
which  they  have  heretofore  relied  to  aid  in  supporting  their  schools  it 
now  exhausted,  and  nothing  remains  but  the  interest  on  an  invested 
fund,  which  will  not  be  sufficient  to  support  their  common  schools  and 
seminaries.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  council  may  be  able  to  adopt 
some  mode  by  which  all  their  educational  interests,  so  creditable  to 
the  Cherokees,  may  be  fully  and  vigorously  maintained.  The  sale  of 
their  "  neutral  land"  to  the  United  States,  and  the  appropriation  of 
the  whole  or  a  large  portion  of  the  proceeds  for  a  school  fund,  the  in* 
terest  from  which  to  be  annually  appropriated  for  school  purposes, 
would  give  to  them  ample  means,  not  only  to  sustain  their  present 
schools  and  seminaries,  but  to  enlarge  them  as  the  wants  of  the  peo- 
ple require. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  treaty  of  June  22,  1855,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians,  important 
changes  in  the  political  condition  of  these  tribes  have  taken  place 
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during  the  year.  The  Chickasaws  have  adopted  a  constitution,  by 
which  they  have  provided  for  the  election  of  a  governor  and  other 
officers,  and  in  other  respects  the  instrument  is  not  dissimilar  to  the 
constitutions  of  the  neighboring  States.  Upon  some  points  of  grave 
moment,  it  is  represented  that  these  tribes  differ  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  treaty,  and  by  a  provision  in  their  new  constitution  the  Choctaws 
who  reside  in  the  Chickasaw  country  are  excluded  from  the  elective 
franchise  and  from  holding  office.  Both  tribes  are  making  steady 
advancement  in  their  educational  and  religious  interests,  and  deserve 
commendation  for  their  increased  industry  and  sobriety.  Their  schools 
and  places  of  worship  have  been  well  attended.  Unfortunately  ano- 
ther drought  has  cut  short  their  corn  crop. 

During  the  past  summer  agent  Cooper  visited  the  States  of  Missis- 
sippi, Alabama,  and  Louisiana,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  Choctaws 
east,  and  to  pay  them  the  balance  of  awards  due  them.  He  reports 
that  there  are  about  two  thousand  of  them  scattered  over  a  large  ex- 
tent of  country,  and  that  although  some  of  them  are  nominally  citi- 
zens, they  are  all  in  a  very  hopeless  and  degraded  condition*  He 
represents  them  as  enveloped  in  ignorance  and  superstition,  and  thinks 
it  would  be  an  act  of  humanity  to  send  native  Choctaw  missionaries 
from  the  west  among  them. 

On  the  7th  of  August  last  an  important  treaty  was  entered  into  with 
the  Creek  and  Seminole  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  one  of 
the  leading  objects  of  which  was  to  enable  the  department  to  overcome 
the  chief  obstacle  to  the  removal  of  the.  Indians  of  the  latter  tribe  yet 
remaining  in  Florida.  The  Seminoles  of  the  west  have  been  dena- 
tionalized, and  in  a  manner  degraded,  by  being  placed  among  the 
Creeks  and  made  subject  to  their  laws.  They  felt  the  humiliation  oi 
their  position,  which  not  only  discouraged  them  from  all  efforts  at 
improvement,  but  engendered  a  recklessness  of  disposition  and  conduct 
which  was  constantly  complained  of  by  the  Creeks,  and  which  would, 
in  the  end,  have  produced  serious  difficulties  between  the  two  tribes. 
In  this  situation,  which  was  well  known  to  their  brethren  in  Florida, 
the  latter  were  totally  averse  to  removing  and  joining  them  ;  hence 
the  necessity  of  endeavoring  to  give  them  a  separate  country,  with  the 
right  of  self-government,  and  the  necessary  means  for  the  comfortable 
support  and  improvement  of  themselves  and  those  in  Florida,  should 
they  be  induced  to  emigrate.  They  were  unwilling  to  go  beyond  the 
confines  of  the  Creek  country,  nor  could  a  suitable  location  have  well 
been  found  for  them  elsewhere.  The  Creeks  were  much  averse  to 
giving  up  any  of  their  country  for  the  separate  accommodation  of  the 
Seminoles,  but,  in  consideration  of  the  advantageous  terms  offered 
them,  finally  consented  thereto. 

The  chief  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Seminoles  in  Florida  to  joining 
their  brethren  in  the  west  having  thus  been  removed,  and  the 
most  liberal  and  tempting  provision  having  been  made  in  the  treaty 
for  their  advantageous  settlement  and  comfortable  support  there,  it  is 
confidently  anticipated  that  their  removal  may  now  be  effected  in  a 
peaceful  manner  ;  thus  rendering  unnecessary  the  very  heavy  expendi- 
tures attendant  upon  the  military  operations  which  have  been  for  many 
years  fruitlessly  carried  on,  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  coerce  them  to 
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emigrate.  The  failure  "by  Congress  to  make  the  necessary  appropria- 
tions to  carry  out  the  provisions  and  purposes  of  the  treaty,  is  much 
to  be  regretted,  as,  had  they  been  made,  the  necessary  measures  might 
have  been  promptly  adopted,  and  the  removal  of  the  Indians  probably 
effected  during  the  present  fall  and  ensuing  winter.  As  these  appro- 
priations passed  the  Senate,  and  only  require  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  which  it  is  presumed  may  be  had  early  the 
next  session,  it  is  hoped  that  they  may  yet  be  placed  within  the  power 
of  the  department  before  the  present  season  for  operations  shall  ex- 
pire. 

This  treaty  with  the  'Creeks  and  Seminoles  is  not  confined  to  the 
sundering  of  a  connexion  humiliating  to  one  and  disadvantageous  to 
both,  and  the  opening  of  a  better  prospect  for  the  early  and  peaceful 
removal  of  the  Seminoles  in  Florida.  Like  the  similar  one  of  last 
year  with  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  it  contains  provisions  which 
the  department  is  assured  will  have  a  material  bearing  and  effect  upon 
the  welfare  and  destiny  of  those  tribes.  The  relations  between  them 
and  the  United  States,  as  well  as  each  other,  are  entirely  revised, 
simplified,  and  placed  upon  a  more  elevated  footing.  The  vague  and 
confused  mass  of  old  treaty  provisions  in  regard  to  them  are  annulled 
and  superseded  by  a  succinct  and  explicit  specification  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  Indians,  and  the  obligations  of  the  United  States 
towards  them.  All  questions  of  controversy  between  them  and  the 
government  are  settled  and  put  at  rest,  and  all  their  claims  and  de- 
mands adjusted,  or  put  in  a  train  of  an  early  and  equitable  adjust- 
ment. There  is  no  ground  left  for  uncertainty  in  the  future  as  to 
their  positions,  rights,  or  resources.  Such  is  the  character  of  these 
two  treaties.  They  are  probably  the  last  that  will  ever  have  to  be 
made  with  either  of  these  four  tribes  until  they  shall  have  become 
sufficiently  advanced,  and  desire  to  be  admitted  to  citizenship.  This 
many  of  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  are  already  looking  forward  to 
with  a  degree  of  interest  and  eagerness  which  will  greatly  accelerate 
their  advancement.  In  a  very  few  years  they  will  be  fitted  for,  and 
doubtless  seek,  this  change  of  condition.  Their  example  will  have  a 
powerful  effect  upon  the  neighboring  tribes  of  Cherokees,  Creeks,  and 
Seminoles ;  and  it  is  confidently  hoped  and  expected  that  the  present 
generation  will  not  pass  away  without  witnessing  the  gratifying  spec- 
tacle of  all  these  important  and  now  partially  civilized  tribes  of  the 
southwest,  numbering  over  sixty-five  thousand  souls,  becoming  accept- 
able and  useful  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  policy  of  colonizing  the  Indians  of  Texas  was  commenced 
early  in  February,  1855.  The  reservations  for  that  purpose  are  in 
Young  county,  Texas,  one  on  the  Brazos  river,  and  one  on  the  Clear- 
fork  of  the  Brazos.  The  Caddoes,  Anadahkos,  Tahwakleros,  Wakoes, 
and  Tonkahwas,  have  been  congregated  at  the  former  reserve,  called 
the  Brazos,  and  the  Comanches  at  the  latter,  called  the  Comanche 
reserve. 

On  the  18th  of  September  last,  there  were  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  Indians  at  the  Brazos,  and  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  at  the 
Comanche  reservation.  At  the  former,  during  the  past  season,  there 
have  been  five  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  fenced  in  and  culti- 


566  REPORT  Or  THE 

rated  ;  and  at  the  latter,  two  hundred  acres.  The  Indians  have  made 
considerable  progress  in  building  houses,  and  making  other  improve* 
ments,  and  have  advanced  in  their  moral  and  social  condition.  Whis- 
key has,  by  great  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  agents  and  the  military 
and  State  authorities,  been  kept  entirely  away  ;  and  in  every  point  ot 
view  the  enterprise,  in  its  present  state  and  future  prospects,  is  more 
encouraging  than  its  most  sanguine  friends  had  anticipated. 

The  forays  and  depredations  occurring  last  spring  on  the  confines 
of  Texas  were  not,  it  is  said,  to  be  traced  to  the  indigenous  tribes  ot 
that  State,  but  were  committed  entirely  by  Indians  that  had  not  any 
connexion  with  the  reserves.  The  chastisement  of  some  of  these  pre- 
datory bands  has  happily  been  succeeded  by  a  period  of  unusual 
quiet  and  peace. 

The  flattering  success  in  Texas  gives  promise  that,  by  a  similar 
policy,  the  southern  Comanches,  Wichetaws  and  other  wandering  bands 
near  the  northern  frontier  of  that  State,  may  be  successfully  colonized 
on  the  western  end  of  the  Choctaw  country,  for  which  provision  was 
made  by  the  treaty  of  June  22,  1855,  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws.  It  will  be  expedient  to  take  early 
steps  to  set  off  the  western  end  of  the  Choctaw  country,  and  an  ap- 

Eropriation  will  be  neccessary  to  consummate  the  arrangement  for  the 
tcation  and  colonization  of  these  Indians  after  the  survey  is  com- 
pleted. An  amount  deemed  adequate  has  been  estimated  for,  and 
will  no  doubt  be  placed  by  Congress  at  the  disposal  of  the  department. 
The  depredations  committed  by  the  Indians  of  New  Mexico  have 
been  less  serious  this  than  for  any  one  of  several  preceding  years. 
The  Mimbres  Apaches  have  remained  peaceable  and  are  cultivating 
the  soil.  The  Mescalero  Apaches  are  charged  with  committing  depre- 
dations, and  it  is  not  deemed  practicable  to  work  a  change  in  their 
habits  without  the  advantages  of  a  permanent  home.  The  Gila 
Apaches  have  not  made  any  improvement.  They  live  chiefly  by  the 
chase,  and  occasionally  commit  robberies.  The  Jicarilla  Apaches 
have  been  furnished  with  provisions  and  agricultural  implements, 
which  have  enabled  them  to  live  in  comparative  comfort.  They  de- 
sire to  be  located  in  permanent  homes.  These  Indians  have  been 
charged  with  robberies  and  murders,  but  the  superintendent  expresses 
the  opinion  that  they  are  not  guilty.  The  Utahs  are  quietly  awaiting 
the  ratification  of  the  treaties  concluded  with  them,  and  will  com- 
mence farming  whenever  permanent  homes  are  assigned  them.  The 
Navajoes  cultivate  the  soil  and  are  improving  in  their  condition. 
This  tribe  has  made  partial  reparation  for  the  thefts  and  murders 
committed  by  a  few  bad  men  among  them,  by  remunerating,  accord- 
ing to  their  ability,  the  owners  for  the  property  stolen,  and  a  promise 
to  make  good  the  remainder.  The  pueblo  Indians  maintain  their 
character  as  peaceable,  industrious  communities.  Some  of  them  have 
lost  the  title-papers  for  the  grants  <  of  land  obtained  by  them  from 
Spain  and  Mexico.  In  such  cases  their  agent  has  taken  testimony  in 
their  behalf.  They  deserve  the  fostering  care  of  the  government,  and 
Congress  will  no  doubt  confirm  their  titles.  About  five  thousand 
Indians  are  embraced  within  the  Gadsden  purchase.  They  are  mostly 
pueblos  and  reside  in  six  different  villages.     They  have  houses  and 


SECRETARY  OF  THE   INTERIOR.  567 

flocks,  and  raise  wheat  and  other  products  of  the  soil.  It  is  suggested 
that  as  these  Indians  are  about  three  hundred  miles  from  any  agency, 
they  should  hare  an  agent  assigned  them.  Although  the  treaties 
which  had  been  negotiated  with  the  Indians  of  New  Mexico,  by  virtue 
of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  31,  1854,  were  not  ratified  by  the 
Senate  at  its  last  session,  yet  Congress,  by  making  an  appropriation 
for  assisting  the  Indians  to  settle  in  permanent  abodes,  &c,  has  indi- 
cated its  approval  of  the  objects  sought  by  them,  and  early  measures 
fthould  be  taken  to  institute  a  scheme  of  colonisation  for  the  Indians 
of  New  Mexico ;  for,  without  some  essential  change  in  the  condition 
and  habits  of  the  more  uncivilised  bands  of  Indians  there,  we  can 
only  expect  a  recurrence  of  the  former  unsettled  and  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  Indian  affairs  in  that  Territory. 

The  Indians  in  the  Territory  of  Utah  have,  with  but  few  exceptions, 
continued  quiet  and  peaceable.  According  to  recent  reports,  some  of 
them  have  manifested  an  aptitude  and  disposition  for  agricultural 
labor  beyond  the  general  expectation.  For  reasons  adverted  to  in 
my  annual  report  for  1855,  instructions  were  not  given  for  entering 
into  negotiations  with  the  Indians  in  Utah,  as  had  been  contemplated 
in  accordance  with  the  act  appropriating  money  for  that  purpose. 
And  as  the  department  designed  for  these  tribes  articles  similar  in 
some  respects  to  those  framed  with  tribes  in  New  Mexico,  so  long  as 
the  treaties  negotiated  with  the  latter  were  not  ratified  by  the  Senate, 
it  has  been  deemed  proper  not  to  prosecute  negotiations  with  tribes 
in  Utah.  Agent  Hurt,  however,  without  instructions,  entered  into* 
an  agreement  of  peace  and  friendship,  as  the  department  was  advised 
in  August,  1855,  with  the  Shoshonee  tribe,  but  the  original  instru- 
ment has  never  been  received  here.  That  agent  has  also  taken  the 
responsibility  of  collecting  Indians  at  three  several  locations  within 
the  Territory  of  Utah,  and  commenced  a  system  of  farming  for  their 
benefit.  As  the  enterprise  has  not  been  sanctioned  or  provided  for 
by  appropriations  for  that  purpose,  and  was  believed  to  involve  a  larger 
ger  expenditure  than  existing  appropriations  would  warrant,  without 
condemning  his  action  in  this  respect,  I  have  felt  constrained  to  with- 
hold an  express  approval  of  his  course. 

The  report  of  Superintendent  Henley  presents  an  intelligent  view 
of  our  Indian  relations  in  California.  There  are  now  four  permanent 
reservations  established :  the  Tejon,  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
State ;  the  Nome  Lackee,  in  Colusa  county,  west  of  the  Sacramento 
river  ;  the  Klamath,  on  a  river  of  the  same  name,  which  enters  the 
Pacific  ocean  about  twenty  miles  south  of  Crescent  city ;  and  the 
Mendocino,  fifty  miles  south  of  Cape  Mendocino,  on  the  shore  of  the 
Pacific.  About  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  have  been  cultivated 
this  year  at  the  Tejon — five  hundred  in  wheat  and  barley,  and  the 
remainder  in  corn  and  vegetables.  Owing  to  the  drought  in  that 
region,  the  product  of  the  farm  is  much  less  than  it  would  otherwise 
have  been,  but  it  is  sufficient  for  the  consumption  of  the  place. 

At  the  Nome  Lackee,  about  one  thousand  acres  were  cultivated, 

E reducing  about  fifteen  thousand  bushels  of  wheat  and  corn,  pump- 
ins,  melons,  turnips,  and  other  vegetables  in  great  abundance.     The 
superintendent  gives  a  very  interesting  account  of  the  harvesting  of 
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the  wheat  crop,  which  was  cat  with  German  reaping-hooks,  used  by 
{he  Indians  with  great  dexterity. 

The  Klamath  and  Mendocino  reservations  have  been  but  recently 
established,  and,  in  addition  to  land  for  tillage,  have  important  ad- 
vantages in  the  abundant  supply  of  fish,  muscles,  and  other  meanB  of 
subsistence  with  which  they  abound. 

In  addition  to  these  reservations,  temporary  reserves  or  farms  have 
been  established  on  the  Fresno  and  King's  rivers,  and  at  Nome  Cult 
valley  in  the  coast  range  of  mountains.  At  the  Fresno  and  King's 
rivers  about  seven  hundred  acres  of  wheat  aud  barley,  and  about  one 
hundred  acres  of  corn,  were  planted.  Owing  to  the  drought  the  wheat 
and  barley  crop  was  an  entire  failure ;  the  corn,  from  irrigation,  was 
expected  to  be  an  ordinary  crop.  Nome  Cult  valley  farm  has  just 
been  established. 

The  Indians  in  every  part  of  California  have  been  made  acquainted 
with  the  policy  of  the  government  with  reference  to  them;  and,  ex- 
cept where  prejudiced  by  the  false  representations  of  interested  white 
persons,  are  pleased  with  it.  The  number  upon  and  in  communica- 
tion with  the  reservations  and  farms,  is  now  about  ten  thousand,  and 
increasing  as  the  means  for  their  accommodation  are  extended. 
Although  lawless  and  desperate  men  commit  frequent  outrages  upon 
the  Indians  in  that  State,  the  superintendent  represents  the  sentiment 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  California  in  relation  to  them,  em- 
bracing every  class  in  life,  as  all  that  the  friends  of  the  Indian  could 
desire. 

The  usual  annual  reports  from  the  superintendents  in  the  Territo- 
ries of  Oregon  and  Washington  have  not  been  received  at  this  office, 
and  I  am  hence  compelled  to  speak  of  Indian  affairs  there,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  such  information  as  these  reports  would  be  expected  to  fur- 
nish. In  July,  1854,  provision  was  made  by  law  for  entering  into 
negotiations  with  the  tribes  of  these  Territories,  and  shortly  there- 
after instructions  were  issued  to  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
in  Oregon,  and  the  governor  and  ex  officio  superintendent  in  Wash- 
ington. Before  the  expiration  of  the  month  of  August,  goods,  suita- 
ble for  presents  during  the  negotiations,  were  procured  in  New  York 
and  Boston,  and  shipped  to  the  superintendents,  to  reach  them  in 
time  for  use  early  in  the  spring  of  1855.  The  commissioners  were 
severally  instructed  to  obtain  a  relinquishment  of  the  Indian  claims 
to  lands,  with  proper  rapidity;  and,  if  practicable,  to  effect  the  con- 
centration of  the  tribes  and  bands  on  a  few  reservations,  in  locations 
not  touching  on  the  white  settlements;  and  to  commence  their  nego- 
tiations with  those  tribes  or  bands  nearest  to,  or  brought  into  actual 
contact  with  such  settlements,  and  between  which  and  the  settlers 
conflicting  claims  had  arisen,  or  were  likely  to  arise. 

The  officers  entered  at  once  with  energy  upon  the  execution  of  the 
duties  confided  to  them,  and  whilst  they  were  apparently  in  the  full 
tide  of  success,  hostilities  broke  out,  in  southern  Oregon,  and  with  the 
Bogue  Biver  Indians;  and  afterward,  in  Washington  Territory,  tbe 
Yakimas  and  Klikitats  commenced  war  against  the  settlers,  which 
oommunicated  to  a  number  of  the  adjacent  tribes  in  both  Territories. 
The  war  raged,  in  various  localities,  from  October,  1855,  till  the  1st 
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of  June,  1856.  Its  various  incidents,  and  the  causes  from  which  it 
originated,  it  is  not  now  deemed  necessary  to  review.  The  reports 
received  with  reference  to  these  hostilities  were  laid  before  the  Pres- 
ident early  in  March  last,  and  he  immediately  recommended  an  ap- 
propriation for  maintaining  and  restoring  peace  with  the  Indian 
tribes  on  the  Pacific  coast,  which  was  placed  at  his  disposal  by  the 
act  of  5th  April,  1856. 

Temporary  provision  having  been  made  early  in  December,  1855, 
from  appropriations  at  the  command  of  the  department,  for  the  extra- 
ordinary expenses  of  preventing  an  extension  of  the  spirit  of  dissatis- 
faction among  the  tribes,  and  of  collecting  the  peaceful  Indians  in 
locations  withdrawn  from  contact  with  hostile  bands,  the  placing  of 
the  appropriation,  by  the  President,  at  the  disposal  of  this  depart- 
ment, enabled  its  officers  to  extend  their  plans  and  prosecute  them 
with  vigor. 

In  both  Territories  the  same  policy  of  collecting  and  temporarily 
subsisting  the  peaceful  tribes  in  large  numbers,  and  encouraging 
hostile  bands  to  surrender  their  arms,  and  join  the  friendly  Indians, 
was  adopted  and  carried  out  with  considerable  success.  Hostile 
1>ands  were  met  and  chastised  by  the  military  power  of  the  Territo- 
ries and  the  United  States  army,  and,  until  the  latest  advices,  the 
reports  were  that  peace  had  been  restored  in  both  Territories ;  but  the 
superintendent  of  Oregon  Territory,  in  a  communication  dated  the 
10th  of  October,  reports  a  renewal  of  hostilities  east  of  the  Cascade 
mountains,  and  that  one-half  of  the  very  powerful  and  hitherto 
friendly  tribe  of  Nez  Percys  Indians  had  joined  the  war  party.  No 
information  was  received  from  Governor  Stevens,  of  Washington,  but 
the  public  journals  state  that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  Walla- Walla, 
and  that  the  indications  were  that  a  general  Indian  war  was  inev- 
itable. 

The  policy  pursued  by  this  department  has  been  attended  with  a 
considerable  expenditure ;  and  it  was  hoped  that  the  results  of  its 
operations,  of  both  a  temporary  and  permanent  character,  would 
show  that,  all  things  considered,  it  had  been  the  best  that  could  be 
adopted,  and  the  most  humane  and  economical.  It  cannot  be  dis- 
guised that  a  portion  of  the  white  population  of  the  Pacific  Terri- 
tories entertain  feelings  deeply  hostile  to  the  Indian  tribes  of  that 
region,  and  are  anxious  for  the  extermination  of  the  race. 

Referring  to  a  paragraph  in  my  annual  report  for  1854,  your  atten- 
tion is  called  to  the  provisions  of  law,  to  be  found  in  the  2d  section  of 
the  act  of  September  11,  1841,  respecting  investments  for  Indian 
tribes,  which  have  been  construed  to  require  the  department  to  invest 
all  Indian  moneys  held  in  trust  in  stocks  of  the  United  States.  The 
high  price  at  which  these  stocks  have  been  held,  as  compared  with 
the  stocks  of  the  States  bearing  a  like  rate  of  interest,  has  caused  the 
execution  of  the  act  to  injuriously  affect  the  interests  of  the  Indians. 
Accordingly,  since  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  no  purchases  have  been 
made;  but  where  liabilities  of  this  kind  have  resulted  from  treaty 
stipulations,  the  department  has  estimated  annually  for  appropria- 
tions from  the  treasury  for  five  per  cent,  on  all  such  trust-funda. 
Congress  has  responded  to  these  estimates,  and  a  policy  has  thus  been 
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initiated,  if  not  established,  in  regard  to  such  cases.  Other  cases, 
however,  occur,  where  trusts  arise  upon  cash  deposited  in  the  treasury 
for  the  payment  of  matured  stock,  the  avails  of  land  sales,  and  by 
accumulations  of  interest  on  stocks  now  held,  which  are  not  imme- 
diately necessary  in  the  performance  of  treaty  stipulations.  These 
accumulations  are  now  considerable ;  and  after  the  sales  of  the  Dela- 
ware and  other  trust  lands  in  Kansas  Territory,  they  will  be  very 
largely  increased — in  view  of  which,  it  is  suggested  that  the  law  of 
1841  ought  to  be  repealed,  and  a  general  enactment  obtained  from 
Congress,  authorizing  all  sums  of  money  arising  from  trusts,  and  held 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  to  be  passed  into  the  treasury  at  the 
end  of  each  fiscal  half  year,  by  transfer  warrants,  and  pledging  the 
United  States  thereafter  to  pay  five  per  centum  per  annum  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indian  tribe  entitled  thereto.  Such  a  measure  would 
simplify  the  business  of  this  department  and  that  of  the  treasury,  re- 
duce gradually  the  stocks  on  hand  as  they  mature,  and  be  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  Indians  denied  to  them  under  existing  laws. 

Owing  to  the  imperfection  of  record p,  the  different  modes  in 
which  their  names  are  written,  the  difficulty  of  properly  identifying 
applicants  and  other  causes,  the  progress  in  making  and  deciding  the 
applications  for  bounty-land  warrants  for  Indians  has  been  slow. 
Under  the  regulations  adopted,  there  have  been  three  thousand  two 
hundred  and  seventy-three  Indian  applications  for  bounty  land,  of 
which  three  have  been  decided  adversely  at  the  Pension  Office ;  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight  are  in  course  of  examina- 
tion or  suspended,  and  four  hundred  and  forty-three  warrants  have 
been  granted  and  sent  to  this  office  for  delivery  to  the  proper  parties. 
Among  the  accompanying  documents  will  be  found  the  forms  pre- 
scribed for  the  sale  and  transfer  of  these  warrants,  by  the  Indian 
holders,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  amply  protect  them  from  imposition 
or  fraud. 

Twenty-six  quarter  sections  of  Choctaw  orphan  land,  in  Mississippi, 
which  had  reverted  for  non-payment,  have  been  re-valued  and  sold  ; 
and  thirty-four  sections  of  Creek  reserves,  in  Alabama,  have  also  been 
re-valued  and  sold,  and  the  prices  obtained  in  both  cases  are  believed 
to  be  the  fair  cash  value  of  the  lands. 

The  construction  of  the  road  from  Fort  Ridgley,  in  Minnesota,  to 
the  South  Pass  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  in  Nebraska  Territory,  for 
which  an  appropriation  of  $50,000  was  made  on  the  22d  of  July 
last,  having  been  assigned  by  ytm  to  this  bureau,  instructions  were 
issued  on  the  18th  day  of  September  last  to  Wm.  H.  Noble,  esq., 
who  was  appointed  superintendent.  He  is  now  in  the  field  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties.  His  instructions  forbid  him  to  anticipate  any 
further  appropriations  for  this  road,  and  require  that  he  proceed  to 
lay  out  and  construct  such  an  emigrant  wagon  road  between  the 
points  referred  to  as  a  judicious  and  economical  expenditure  of  the 
money  will  authorize. 

A  map  of  the  Indian  territories  within  the  United  States,  provided 
for  by  the  act  of  August  18, 1856,  is  in  the  course  of  construction,  and 
will  b©  completed  without  any  unnecessary  delay. 
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The  tabular  statements  appended  to  this  report  contain  much  valu- 
able and  useful  information  in  relation  to  Indian  affairs. 

A  contract  has  been  entered  into  with  the  publisher  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  work  connected  with  the  printing  of  the  sixth  volume  of 
the  History,  Condition  and  Prospects  of  the  Indian  Tribes. 

Proceedings  have  been  instituted  in  the  Court  of  Claims  by  parties 
holding  drafts  for  large  sums  of  money,  drawn  by  agents  and  sub- 
agents  in  California,  for  beef  and  flour,  alleged  to  have  been  furnished 
for  the  Indian  service  there  in  the  years  1851  and  1852.  It  is  under- 
stood that  other  similar  drafts  are  still  outstanding.  An  act  was 
passed  on  the  29th  of  July,  1854,  appropriating  a  sum  equal  to 
$242,036  25,  for  the  payment  of  one  lot  of  drafts  of  a  like  description. 
These  drafts  were  all  drawn  without  authority  of  law — a  fact  noto- 
rious at  the  time— and  of  which  the  parties  to  whom  they  were  made 
payable  had  full  notice.  Having  had  occasion  to  examine  the  subject 
to  some  extent,  there  appears  to  me  to  be  irregularities  of  such  a 
character  connected  with  these  beef  and  flour  transactions,  that  a  full 
and  thorough  investigation  into  them  should,  I  think,  be  instituted, 
especially  as  there  appears  to  be  no  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  issue 
of  the  articles  to  the  Indians. 

The  operations  of  this  branch  of  the  pnblic  service  would  be  greatly 
promoted  if  the  authority  and  means  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  department,  to  keep  constantly  in  its  employment  a  special  agent 
of  hign  character  for  intelligence  and  integrity.  Occasions  frequently 
arise  requiring  the  services  of  such  an  agent. 

Since  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  fifty-two  treaties  with  various  Indian 
tribes  have  been  entered  into.  These  treaties  may,  with  but  few 
exceptions  of  a  specific  character,  be  separated  into  three  classes : 
first,  treaties  of  peace  and  friendship  ;  second,  treaties  of  acquisition, 
with  a  view  of  colonizing  the  Indians  on  reservations  ;  and  third, 
treaties  of  acquisition,  and  providing  for  the  permanent  settlement 
of  the  individuals  of  the  tribes,  at  once  or  in  the  future,  on  separate 
tracts  of  lands  or  homesteads,  and  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  the 
tribal  character.  The  quantity  of  land  acquired  by  these  treaties, 
either  by  the  extinguishment  of  the  original  Indian  title,  or  by  the 
re-acquisition  of  lands  granted  to  Indian  tribes  by  former  treaties,  is 
about  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  millions  of  acres.  Thirty-two 
of  these  treaties  have  been  ratified,  and  twenty  are  now  before  the 
Senate  for  its  consideration  and  action.  In  no  former  equal  period  of 
our  history  have  so  many  treaties  been  made,  or  such  vast  accessions  of 
land  been  obtained.  Within  the  same  period  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
office  and  the  operations  of  its  agents  have  been  extended  over  an  addi- 
tional area  of  from  four  to  six  thousand  square  miles  of  territory, 
embracing  tribes  about  which,  before  that  time,  but  little  was  known ; 
and  by  authority  of  several  acts  of  Congress  thirteen  new  agencies 
and  nine  sub-agencies  have  been  established.  The  increased  labor 
which  has  been  thus  devolved  on  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
and  the  entire  force  of  the  bureau,  as  well  as  upon  the  superinten- 
dents and  agents,  has  been  very  great,  and  has'  swelled  the  business 
connected  with  our  Indian  affairs  to  an  extent  almost  incredible. 
The  labor  of  this  branch  of  the  service  has  doubled  since  1852,  and 
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yet  with  this  extraordinary  increase,  the  permanent  clerical  force  of 
this  office  is  the  same  now  that  it  was  on  the  4th  of  March,  1853. 
The  permanent  force  is  now  insufficient  to  promptly  perform  the  labor 
of  the  bureau ;  and  the  classification  and  arrangement  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  office  should  be  modified  and  improved,  but  this  cannot 
be  done  thoroughly  without  a  small  permanent  increase  in  the  clerical 
force. 

The  existing  laws  for  the  protection  of  the  persons  and  property  ot 
the  Indian  wards  of  the  government  are  sadly  defective.  New  and 
more  stringent  statutes  are  required.  The  relation  which  the  federal 
government  sustains  towards  the  Indians,  and  the  duties  and  obliga- 
tions flowing  from  it,  cannot  be  faithfully  met  and  discharged  without 
ample  legal  provisions,  and  the  necessary  power  and  means  to  enforce 
them.  The  rage  for  speculation  and  the  wonderful  desire  to  obtain 
choice  lands,  which  seems  to  possess  so  many  of  those  who  go  into  our 
new  territories,  causes  them  to  lose  sight  of  and  entirely  overlook  the 
rights  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants.  The  most  dishonorable  expe- 
dients have,  in  many  cases,  been  made  use  of  to  dispossess  the  Indian  ; 
demoralizing  means  employed  to  obtain  his  property ;  and,  for  the 
want  of  adequate  laws,  the  department  is  now  often  perplexed  and 
embarrassed,  because  of  inability  to  afford  prompt  relief  and  apply 
the  remedy  in  cases  obviously  requiring  them. 

The  general  disorder  so  long  prevailing  in  Kansas  Territory,  and 
the  consequent  unsettled  state  of  civil  affairs  there  have  been  very 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  many  of  the  Indian  tribes  in  that  Territory. 
The  state  of  affairs  referred  to,  with  the  influx  of  lawless  men  and 
speculators  incident  and  introductory  thereto,  has  impeded  the  surveys 
and  the  selections  for  the  homes  of  the  Indians,  and  otherwise  pre- 
vented the  full  establishment  and  proper  efficiency  of  all  the  means 
for  civilization  and  improvement  within  the  scope  of  the  several 
treaties  with  them.  The  schools  have  not  been  as  fully  attended,  nor 
the  school  buildings,  agency  houses,  and  other  improvements,  as 
rapidly  constructed  as  they  might  otherwise  have  been.  Trespasses 
and  depredations  of  every  conceivable  kind  have  been  committed  on 
the  Indians.  They  have  been  personally  maltreated,  their  property 
stolen,  their  timber  destroyed,  their  possession  encroached  upon,  and 
divers  other  wrongs  and  injuries  done  them.  Notwithstanding  all 
which  they  have  afforded  a  praiseworthy  example  of  good  conduct, 
under  the  most  trying  circumstances.  They  have  at  no  time,  that  I 
am  aware  of,  attempted  to  redress  their  own  wrongs,  but  have  patiently 
submitted  to  injury,  relying  on  the  good  faith  and  justice  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  indemnify  them.  In  the  din  and  strife  between  the  anti- 
slavery  and  pro-slavery  parties  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  the 
African  race  there,  and  in  which  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  red 
man  have  been  completely  overlooked  and  disregarded,  the  good 
conduct  and  patient  submission  of  the  latter  contrasts  favorably  with. 
the  disorderly  and  lawless  conduct  of  many  of  their  white  brethren, 
who,  while  they  have  quarrelled  about  the  African,  have  united  upon 
the  soil  of  Kansas  in  wrong  doing  toward  the  Indian  I 

In  relation  to  the  emigrated  and  partially  civilized  tribes  in  Kansas, 
the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  transplanted  to  that  country, 
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and  the  pledges  of  this  government  that  it  should  be  to  them  and 
their  posterity  a  permanent  home  forever ;  the  distrust  and  doubt 
under  which  they  assented  to  the  sale  ot  a  portion  of  their  respective 
tracts  to  the  United  States  for  the  use  and  occupation  of  our  own  popula- 
tion, I  have  in  former  reports  treated  fully ;  and  have  likewise  en- 
deavored to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  all  persons  that  the  small 
tracts  which  these  tribes  have  reserved  in  Kansas  as  their  permanent 
homes  must  be  so  regarded.  They  cannot  again  be  removed.  They 
must  meet  their  fate  upon  their  present  reservations  in  that  Territory, 
and  there  be  made  a  civilized  people,  or  crushed  and  blotted  out. 
Their  condition  is  critical,  simply  because  their  rights  and  interests 
seem  thus  far  to  have  been  entirely  lost  sight  of  and  disregarded  by 
their  new  neighbors.  They  may  be  preserved  and  civilized,  and  will 
be  if  the  guarantees  and  stipulations  of  their  treaties  are  faithfully 
fulfilled  and  enforced,  and  the  federal  government  discharges  its 
obligations  and  redeems  its  pledged  faith  towards  them.  As  peace 
and  order  seem  now  to  be  restored  to  the  Territories,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  good  citizens  thereof  will  make  haste  to  repair  the  wrong 
and  injury  which  the  red  men  of  Kansas  have  suffered  by  the  acts  of 
their  white  neighbors,  and  that  hereafter  they  will  not  only  treat  the 
Indians  fairly,  but  that  all  good  citizens  will  set  their  faces  against 
the  conduct  of  any  lawless  men  who  may  attempt  to  trespass  upon 
the  rights  of,  or  otherwise  injure,  the  Indian  population  there. 

In  reviewing  the  events  of  the  past  year  with  reference  to  the  im- 
provement of  our  Indian  population,  there  appears  within  the  reserves 
of  several  tribes  such  unmistakable  manifestations  of  progress  as  to 
excite  and  stimulate  our  lawgivers  and  the  benevolent  and  philan- 
thropic of  the  land  to  a  more  lively  and  active  interest  in  the  present 
condition  and  future  prospects  of  the  race,  and  to  invite  an  increased 
effort  and  energy  in  the  cause  of  Indian  civilization.  That  the  red 
man  can  be  transformed  in  his  habits,  domesticated,  and  civilized,  and 
made  a  useful  element  in  society,  there  is  abundant  evidence.  With 
reference  to  his  true  character,  erroneous  opinions  very  generally  pre- 
vail. He  is,  indeed,  the  victim  of  prejudice.  He  is  only  regarded  as 
the  irreclaimable,  terrible  savage,  who  in  war  spares  neither  age  nor 
sex,  but  with  heartless  and  cruel  barbarity  subjects  the  innocent  and 
defenceless  to  inhuman  tortures,  committing  with  exultant  delight 
the  most  horrible  massacres.  These  are  chronicled  from  year  to  year, 
and  are,  indeed,  sad  chapters  in  our  annals.  But  the  history  of  the 
sufferings  of  the  Indian  has  never  been  written ;  the  story  of  his 
wrongs  never  been  told.  Of  these  there  is  not,  and  never  can  be,  an 
earthly  record. 

As  a  man  he  has  his  joys  and  his  sorrows.  His  love  for  his  offspring 
is  intense.  In  his  friendships  he  is  steadfast  and  true,  and  will  never 
be  the  first  to  break  faith.  His  courage  is  undoubted,  his  perception 
quick,  and  his  memory  of  the  highest  order.  His  judgment  is  de- 
fective, but  by  proper  training  and  discipline  his  intellectual  powers 
are  susceptible  of  culture  and  can  be  elevated  to  a  fair  standard.  lie 
can  be  taught  the  arts  of  peace,  and  is  by  no  means  inapt  in  learning 
to  handle  agricultural  and  mechanical  implements  and  applying 
them  to  their  appropriate  uses.     With  these  qualities,  although  ths 
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weaker,  he  is  eminently  entitled  to  the  kind  consideration  of  the 
stronger  race. 

The  wonderful  emigration  to  our  newly  acquired  States  and  Terri- 
tories, and  its  effect  upon  the  wild  tribes  inhabiting  them  and  the 
plains  and  prairies,  is  well  calculated  at  the  present  period  to  attract 
special  attention.  Not  only  are  our  settlements  rapidly  advancing 
westward  from  the  Mississippi  river  towards  the  Pacific  ocean,  and 
from  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  eastward  towards  the  Mississippi  river, 
but  large  settlements  have  been  made  in  Utah  and  New  Mexico  between 
the  two.  Already  the  settlements  of  Texas  are  extending  up  to  El 
Paso  and  spreading  into  the  Gadsden  purchase,  and  those  of  California 
have  reached  into  the  great  valley  of  the  Colorado,  whilst  the  settlers 
of  Minnesota  are  building  cities  at  the  very  head  of  Lake  Superior 
and  villages  in  the  remote  valley  of  the  Red  river  of  the  north,  on  their 
way  to  Puget  Sound.  Kail  roads  built  and  building,  from  the  Atlantic 
and  Gulf  cities,  not  only  reach  the  Mississippi  river  at  about  twenty 
different  points,  but  are  extending  west  across  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 
Missouri,  and  Iowa.  Roads  of  that  character  have  also  been  commenced 
in  Texas,  looking  to  El  Paso,  and  in  Iowa,  looking  for  the  great  bend  of 
the  Minnesota  river  for  a  present  and  for  Pembina  for  a  future  termi- 
nus. The  railroad  companies  of  Missouri  and  Iowa  are  even  now  seek- 
ing aid  from  Congress  to  enable  them  to  extend  their  roads  to  New 
Mexico,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  and  Utah,  and  thence  to  California,  Ore- 
gon, and  Washington.  California  has  actually  commenced  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  leading  up  the  Sacramento  valley  toward  Utah. 

It  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  in  a  few  years,  in  a 
very  few,  the  railroads  of  the  east,  from  New  Orleans  to  the  extreme 
west  end  of  Lake  Superior,  will  be  extended  westwardly  up  towards 
the  Rocky  mountains,  at  least  as  far  as  good  lands  can  be  found,  and 
that  roads  from  the  Pacific  coast  will  be  built  as  far  east  as  good 
lands  extend  ;  and  that  in  both  cases  an  active  population  will  keep 
up  with  the  advance  of  the  railroads — a  population  that  will  open 
farms,  erect  workshops,  and  build  villages  and  cities. 

When  that  time  arrives,  and  it  is  at  our  very  doors,  ten  years,  if 
our  country  is  favored  with  peace  and  prosperity,  will  witness  the 
most  of  it ;  where  will  be  the  habitation  and  what  the  condition  of  the 
rapidly  wasting  Indian  tribes  of  the  plains,  the  prairies,  and  of  oar 
new  States  and  Territories? 

As  sure  as  these  great  physical  changes  are  impending,  so  sure  will 
these  poor  denizens  of  the  forest  be  blotted  out  of  existence,  and  their 
dust  be  trampled  under  the  foot  of  rapidly  advancing  civilization, 
unless  our  great  nation  shall  generously  determine  that  the  necessary 

Provision  shall  at  once  be  made,  and  appropriate  steps  be  taken  to 
esignate  suitable  tracts  or  reservations  of  land,  in  proper  localities, 
for  permanent  homes  for,  and  provide  the  means  to  colonize,  them 
thereon.  Such  reservations  should  be  selected  with  great  care,  and  when 
determined  upon  and  designated  the  assurances  by  which  they  are 
guarantied  to  the  Indians  should  be  irrevocable,  and  of  such  a  charac- 
ter as  to  effectually  protect  them  from  encroachments  of  every  kind. 
Before  bringing  this  annual  report  to  a  conclusion,  I  desire  to  repeat 
the  statement  made  in  the  first  one  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit, 
that:  "  There  is  no  absolute  necessity  for  the  employment  by  Indian 
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tribes  of  attorneys  or  agents  to  attend  to  their  business  at  the  seat  of 
government/'  and  to  urge,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  "it  is  the 
duty  of  the  government  as  their  guardians  to  cause  all  matters  of  a 
business  character  with  them  to  be  so  conducted  as  to  preclude  the 
necessity  of  the  intervention  of  this  class  of  persons."  This  recom- 
roendation  was  repeated  in  my  second  and  third  annual  reports,  and 
is  again  urged  as  the  result  of  convictions  strengthened  by  experience. 
I  also  desire  again  to  urge  all  that  I  have  presented  in  former  reports, 
as  well  as  in  this  one,  with  reference  to  the  obnoxious  and  fatal  policy 
of  removing  Indian  tribes,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  fixed  habita- 
tions and  permanent  homes  as  indespensible  to  their  preservation, 
domestication  and  civilization.  To  preserve  the  small  reservations 
already  made,  and  hereafter  to  be  made,  by  tribes  who  have  or  may 
resolve  to  settle  down  and  till  the  land,  and  to  preserve  to  all  Indians 
their  annuities,  I  again  urgently  recommend  such  penal  and  other 
legislation  as  may  be  required  to  effect  these  objects.  But  any  mea- 
sure of  protection  short  of  this  will  fail  to  guard  the  Indians  against 
the  artful  schemes  of  those  bad  men  who,  under  more  or  less  specious 
pretences,  desire  to  obtain  either  their  lands  or  their  money,  or  both. 
Upon  such  protection  depends  the  question  of  their  future  existence, 
for  when  stripped  of  their  property  alms  would  only  rapidly  sink,  not 
permanently  elevate  and  preserve  them.  Humanity,  Christianity, 
national  honor,  unite  in  demanding  the  enactment  of  such  laws  as 
will  not  only  protect  the  Indians,  but  as  shall  effectually  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  any  public  officer  to  allow  these  poor  creatures  to  be  des- 
poiled of  their  lands  and  annuities  by  a  swarm  of  hungry  and  auda- 
cious speculators,  attorneys,  and  others,  their  instruments  and  coad- 
jutors. And  no  officer  should,  for  the  want  of  such  legislation,  be  com- 
pelled, during  his  whole  official  existence,  either  to  allow  the  Indians 
to  be  plundered  or  else  have  to  devote  his  whole  energies  to  the  main- 
tenance of  a  conflict  to  sustain  their  rights  against  combinations  of 
men  whose  chief  and  first  efforts  are  always  directed  towards  obtaining 
influence  with  the  press,  and  with  those  supposed  to  be  high  in  the 
confidence  of  the  executive  and  legislative  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment. It  is  asking  too  much  of  a  subordinate  officer.  It  exposes  him 
to  unnecessary  danger  and  unnecessary  temptation ;  and  it  is  grossly 
unjust  to  the  Indians  thus  to  expose  him  to  such  a  danger  and  tosucn 
a  temptation.  The  security  of  their  rights  should  be  made  as  little 
dependent  upon  the  virtue  of  a  public  officer  as  possible. 

To  preserve  their  property  and  to  give  them  the  blessings  of  educa- 
tion and  Christianity  is  indispensible  to  their  continuing  "long  in  the 
land"  which  God  gave  to  their  fathers  and  to  them,  I  sincerely  hope 
that  our  government  will  have  the  aid  of  all  its  good  citizens  in  faith- 
fully executing  its  high  trust  and  discharging  its  obligations  to  the 
remnants  of  the  Indian  tribes  now  left  to  its  oversight  and  guardian- 
ship, so  that  they  shall  be  intelligently  and  generously  protected  and 
cared  for  in  all  that  makes  life  useful  and  happy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  MANTPENNT, 

Commissioner. 

Hon.  R.  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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Office  New  York  Indian  Affaibs, 
Randolph }  Septembers  30,  1856. 

Dear  Sir:  Time  is  making  its  mark  in  civilization  on  the  several 
'  Indian  tribes  within  this  agency,  and  gradually  improving  their  con- 
dition in  every  respect.  The  Oneidas,  Onondagas,  Tuscaroras,  Tona- 
wanda  Senecas  and  Cattaraugus  Senecas,  are  wholly  dependent  on 
agriculture  and  mechanical  pursuits  for  support.  Their  farms,  build- 
ings, crops  and  stock,  as  well  as  a  vast  number  of  substantial  comforts 
surrounding  their  homes  abundantly  testify  to  their  uniform  advance- 
ment. 

The  Alleghany  Senecas  residing  on  the  Alleghany  river,  in  a  timber 
and  lumber  country,  have  not  as  yet  been  compelled  to  turn  their 
attention  wholly  to  farming.  Their  timber  does  and  will,  until  it  is 
gone,  furnish  temporary  relief,  which  is  an  injury  rather *than  benefit, 
and  has  prevented  that  improvement  in  agriculture  and  comfortable 
homes  we  meet  with  on  the  other  reservations ;  when  their  timber  is 
gone,  and  they  are  compelled  to  cultivate  their  lands,  we  may  expect 
an  improvement  in  this  respect. 

On  all  of  the  several  reservations,  churches  and  religious  influence 
are  well  sustained,  and  reverence  and  respect  shown  for  them  worthy 
of  imitation  in  any  community. 

Schools  are  well  sustained  on  each  of  the  several  reservations ;  a 
desire  to  educate  their  children  is  fast  manifesting  itself  in  all  of  the 
Indians,  and  they  now  appear  to  be  anxious  to  improve  every  oppor- 
tunity of  sending  their  children  to  school. 
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The  State  of  New  York,  as  well  as  the  American  Board  of  Missions, 
continues  to  make  liberal  appropriations  for  the  advancement  of 
education. 

The  Thomas  Asylum,  on  the  Cattaraugus  reservation,  for  orphan 
and  destitute  Indian  children,  is  now  completed,  and  open  for  the  re- 
ception of  such  as  are  entitled  to  share  its  benefits.  It  is  capable  oi 
accommodating  and  educating  50  orphan  or  destitute  Indian  youths, 
and  is  rapidly  filling,  and  bids  fair  to  demonstrate  at  an  early  day 
that  such  a  tooble  and  indispensable  institution  is  much  needed  on 
several  of  the  reservations ;  and  it  commends  itself  strongly  to  the 
interest  and  liberality  of  the  Indian  Department. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARCUS  H.  JOHNSON, 

United  States  Indian  Agent. 
Hon.  George  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  2. 


Copy  of  report  read  by  the  committee  on  Indian  concerns  at  the  yearly 
meeting  of  Friends,  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  October,  1856. 

The  committee  on  Indian  concerns  produced  the  following  report, 
which  was  read,  and  was  satisfactory  to  the  meeting. 

The  committee  was  continued,  and  encouraged  to  persevere  in  their 
Christian  efforts  to  be  serviceable  to  this  people,  who  are  so  eminently 
objects  of  our  commiseration  and  benevolence: 

To  (he  yearly  meeting  now  sitting: 

The  committee  on  Indian  concerns  report:  That  in  conjunction  with 
our  friends  of  New  York  yearly  meeting,  associated  with  us  in  this 
concern,  we  have  continued  our  care  and  attention  to  the  service  for 
which  we  were  appointed.  We  have  not  made  a  visit  to  the  Senecas 
at  Cattaraugus  during  the  past  year,  but  have  maintained  with  them 
an  active  correspondence,  and  have  been  regularly  informed  of  the 
general  condition  of  the  Indians,  and  of  the  occurrences  at  their 
reservation,  and  at  no  period  since  our  connexion  with  them  have 
their  affairs  been  in  a  more  satisfactory  situation. 

In  a  communication  from  an  educated  Indian,  who  now  stands 
appointed  United  States  interpreter,  he  says  :  "These  Indians  are  no 
longer  what  they  once  were  ;  they  have  abandoned  the  war  path  to 
that  of  following  the  plough,  and  they  no  longer  subsist  by  fishing  or 
hunting,  but  have  turned  the  soil  that  remains  to  them,  upon  which 
the  sturdy  oak  and  the  mighty  hemlock  once  stood,  into  fruitful  gar- 
dens and  cultivated  fields,  upon  which  may  be  seen  luxuriant  crops  of 
grain,  waving  and  bowing  their  heads  to  the  breeze;  and  they  have 
become  as  eager  for  the  improvement  and  training  of  the  rising  gene- 
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ration  for  future  usefulness  as  they  are  to  acquire  the  skill  and  means 
for  the  improvement  of  their  farms  and  houses. 

Time  has  changed,  and  these  Indians  have  changed  with  it.  They 
look  forward  with  confidence  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
they  will  stand  upon  an  equal  footing  with  their  white  neighbors 
around  them.  Such  is  now  the  situation  of  the  Senecas,  and  their 
improvement  from  year  to  year  is  more  and  more  perceptible.  In  a 
word9  they  see  clearly  that  they  must  become  industrious  agriculturists 
or  perish."  # 

By  another  correspondent  we  are  informed,  that  the  superintendent 
of  public  schools  in  the  State  of  New  York  had  sent  on  an  agent  to 
visit  the  reservation,  who,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  state  of 
matters  among  the  people  there,  assured  them  he  would  report  in  favor 
of  establishing  two  boarding  schools  among  them,  one  for  boys  and 
one  for  girls,  with  the  same  public  support  as  is  given  by  the  State  to 
white  children ;  that  upon  this  assurance  the  Seneca  legislative  council 
had  granted  100  acres  of  land  for  the  location  and  accommodation  ot 
these  schools,  with  the  necessary  timber  for  the  construction  of  the 
requisite  buildings  and  other  improvements. 

The  building  for  the  orphan  asylum  is  finished,  and  is  furnished 
with  the  requisite  conveniences  for  the  accommodation  of  fifty  children 
and  their  necessary  attendants.  There  are  already  thirty-four  in  the 
institution,  who  are  comfortably  provided  for  and  apparently  very 
happy. 

George  W.  Manypenny,  the  Commissioner  ot  Indian  Affairs  at 
Washington,  in  order  to  become  fully  informed  of  the  actual  condition 
of  these  Indians,  made  them  a  visit  during  the  past  summer;  and 
having  visited  a  number  of  them  at  their  houses,  and  seeing  their 
present  improved  condition,  they  were  convened  in  a  general  meeting, 
when  he  delivered  an  address  to  them,  and  after  some  appropriate 
preliminary  remarks,  he  told  them  that  "the  land  they  now  occupy 
was  the  last  resting  place  for  them  and  their  children,  and  that  how- 
ever desirous  some  of  them  might  be  to  remove  to  the  west,  they 
could  not  be  encouraged  to  go — they  must  stay  where  they  now  are 
and  be  civilized,  or  be  crushed  and  destroyed.  He  impressively 
advised  them  not  to  become  unsettled,  and  to  live  in  peace  and  harmony 
among  themselves — to  cultivate  their  lands,  be  industrious  and  frugal, 
and  avoid  intemperance.  He  also  urged  them  to  educate  their  children, 
assuring  them  that  neither  as  regards  their  intellectual  endowments 
nor  physical  powers  were  they  inferior  to  any  other  people  on  earth. 
He  represented  to  them  the  responsible  position  the  Seneca  nation  now 
occupied  before  the  world — told  them  he  thought  they  were  in  a  fair 
way  to  solve  the  problem  whether  the  Indian  can  be  civilized  in  their 
communities,  and  that  if  they  persevered  in  their  efforts  and  succeeded, 
they  would  be  the  means  of  saving  thousands  of  their  race  in  the 
west  now  degraded  in  ignorance.  Philanthropists,  he  said,  seeing 
their  success,  would  then  be  encouraged  to  exert  stronger  efforts  to 
rescue  the  race  from  destruction ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  Senecas 
fall  back  and  return  to  their  former  habits,  the  disastrous  consequences 
they  would  inflict  upon  themselves  and  their  race  cannot  be  estimated." 

The  committee  have  been  informed  that  this  address,  and  the  very 
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friendly  manifestations  of  a  sincere  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Commis- 
sioner to  encourage  the  Senecas  in  their  efforts  to  improve  their  con- 
dition, have  had  a  most  salutary  influence  upon  them,  not  only  by 
allaying  the  party  dissensions  that  for  some  years  past  has  agitated 
and  divided  them,  but  by  extinguishing  any  disposition  to  look  here- 
after to  some  other  country  for  a  residence,  they  will  be  brought  to 
understand  and  will  more  highly  appreciate  the  value  of  their  present 
homes,  and  consequently  there  will  hereafter  be  more  difficulty  in 
t&eir  being  deprived  of  them.  The  great  object  of  our  yearly  meetings 
in  going  to  the  aid  of  these  people  having  been  to  recover  and  secure 
to  them  the  homes  descended  from  their  forefathers,  of  which  they  had 
been  most  unjustly  deprived,  may,  therefore,  we  trust,  be  considered 
accomplished. 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  committee, 

ISAAC  TYSON, 
LTDIA  JEFFBIS. 

10th  Month,  27, 1866. 


No.  3. 


Office  Michigan  Indian  Agency, 

Detroit,  October  23, 1856. 

Sib  :  Since  my  last  annual  report  nothing  of  unusual  interest  has 
transpired  among  the  Indians  of  this  agency.  I  have  just  now  com- 
pleted the  annuity  payment  for  1856  to  the  Chippewas  of  Lake  Su- 
perior. 

In  the  expenditure  of  the  fund  applicable  to  the  purchase  of  goods, 
I  have  pursued  the  same  policy  as  last  year,  and  have  furnished  the 
Indians  with  a  liberal  supply  of  farming  implements,  carpenters1  and 
other  tools,  household  furniture  and  cooking  utensils.  My  object  is 
to  encourage  them  to  build  houses,  and  adopt  the  habits  of  civilized 
men ;  and,  with  this  view,  I  have  given  to  every  Indian  living  in  a 
house  a  good  cook- stove,  with  the  usual  cooking  utensils,  a  table, 
bureau,  chairs,  bedstead,  looking-glass,  and  many  smaller  articles. 
I  think  the  good  effect  of  this  policy  cannot  be  over  estimated,  and, 
if  continued,  we  shall  soon  see  thriving  Indian  villages  at  Bad  river, 
Grand  Portage,  L'Anse;  and  other  locations  on  Lake  Superior.  At 
Bad  river  several  new  comfortable  houses  have  been  built  during  the 
last  year,  and  I  have  just  made  an  arrangement  for  laying  out  their 
village  into  lots,  with  streets  and  alleys.  At  L'Anse  a  village  plat 
will  be  also  surveyed  immediately,  and  a  lot  six  by  twelve  rods  as- 
signed to  each  Indian  who  will  build  on  it.  This  has  already  been 
done  at  Grand  Portage,  and  several  new  houses  will  be  erected  there 
before  the  next  payment.  A  portion  of  the  Fond  du  Lac  Indians, 
headed  by  the  chief  Naw-gaw-nab,  have  located  themselves  on  the 
lake  shore  a  few  miles  above  La  Pointe,  adjoining  the  reservation  as- 
signed to  Buffalo's  band.  They  ask  the  privilege  of  remaining  here, 
and  that  a  small  tract  of  land  may  be  withdrawn  from  market  for 
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their  use.  I  hope  their  request  may  be  complied  with,  and  will  for- 
ward a  map  and  description  of  the  land  they  ask  for.  Since  the  last 
payment,  I  have  built  a  large  substantial  warehouse  at  Bad  river, 
22  feet  by  80,  and  another  at  Grand  Portage.  These  buildings  were 
absolutely  necessary,  as  there  was  no  house  at  either  place  to  receive 
the  goods  intended  for  distribution.  I  have  also  made  arrangements 
for  a  similar  building  at  1/  Anse,  to  be  completed  before  it  will  be 
required  for  the  next  payment. 

During  the  last  year  schools  have  been  maintained  at  L'Anse,  Bad 
river,  and  Grand  Portage.  New  school-houses  are  much  needed  at 
all  these  places,  and  I  have  contracted  for  building  them  at  Grand 
Portage  and  L'Anse.  A  new  school-house  will  also  be  erected  at  Bad 
river,  under  the  direction  of  the  missionary  society,  towards  the  ex- 

fense  of  which  I  propose  to  devote  a  portion  of  the  educational  fund, 
have  also  promised  the  Indians  occupying  the  reserve  assigned  to 
Buffalo's  band  to  furnish  them  a  teacher  in  the  spring. 

The  clause  in  the  treaty  of  1854,  providing  that  the  annuity  pay- 
ments shall  be  made  on  the  several  reservations,  is  a  beneficial  one 
for  the  Indians.  We  have  this  year  experienced  but  little  annoyance 
from  the  sale  of  whiskey,  and  that  alone  is  sufficient  to  compensate 
for  the  increased  trouble  and  expense  attendant  upon  a  division  oi 
the  payments. 

Without  going  further  into  detail,  I  will  only  add,  in  regard  to 
these  Indians,  that  during  the  last  year  everything  has  been  done  that 
could  be  to  promote  their  permanent  prosperity,  and  we  have  reason 
to  believe  not  without  beneficial  results. 

The  provisions  of  the  treaty,  giving  to  each  head  of  a  family,  or 
single  person  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  of  the  mixed  bloods  be- 
longing to  the  Chippewas  of  Lake  Superior,  have  been  complied  with 
by  issuing  a  certificate  to  each  person  entitled.  If  the  necessary  in- 
structions to  the  several  land  offices  are  issued  relative  to  the  location 
of  the  lands  selected  under  these  certificates,  no  further  action  of  this 
department  will  be  required.  The  total  number  of  certificates  issued 
is  288.  Since  the  last  payment,  the  claims  filed  under  the  clause 
appropriating  ninety  thousand  dollars  for  the  payment  of  debts  have 
all  been  investigated,  and  such  as  were  allowed  have  been  audited  and 
paid.  The  whole  amount  of  claims  filed  was  $213,889  98.  The 
amount  allowed  $51,979  99. 

The  investigation  was  very  thorough,  and  Lam  of  the  opinion  that 
all  of  the  claims  filed  that  were  justly  and  honestly  due  have  been 
allowed.  The  balance  of  this  fund  remaining  is  $38,020  01,  and  it 
is  to  be  expended  by  order  of  the  chiefs,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  in  such  manner  as  will  best  promote  the  civilization  and 
welfare  of  the  Indians. 

I  recommend  that  a  portion  of  it  be  applied  to  the  erection  of  the 
school-houses  that  have  been  contracted  for,  and  others  at  such  places 
as  they  are  needed. 

The  Indians  themselves  request  it,  and,  in  my  judgment,  there  is 
no  better  way  to  promote  their  civilization  and  welfare.  Every  pro- 
vision of  the  treaty  of  1854  has  thus  far  been  complied  with,  except 
that  which  provides  for  the  payment  of  any  arrearages  that  may  be 
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due.  In  regard  to  this  the  Indians  are  very  tenacious,  and  claim, 
not  without  good  reason,  that  it  should  receive  the  immediate  atten- 
tion of  the  department.  I  earnestly  recommend  that  their  accounts 
with  the  government  he  investigated  without  delay,  and  the  amount 
doe  them  paid,  so  that  this  last  source  of  annoyance  may  he  removed. 

The  first  annuity  payment  to  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas  of  the 
Lower  Peninsula  under  the  treaty  of  August  31,  1855,  will  he  made 
during  the  next  month.  I  anticipate  a  rapid  improvement  of  these 
Indians  as  the  result  of  this  treaty.  The  lists  of  Indians  entitled  to 
land  have  been  nearly  completed,  and  many  of  them  have  already 
made  their  locations. 

A  l$rge  substantial  building  has  been  erected  at  Little  Traverse,  in- 
tended for  a  school-house  and  teacher's  residence,  and  the  blacksmith's 
shop  has  been  removed  to  that  place  from  Mackinac.  A  good  school- 
house  has  also  been  built  at  Garden  island  for  the  Beaver  island 
bands,  and  a  teacher  employed  there  since  July  last.  I  have  also 
directed  the  removal  of  the  blacksmith's  shop,  hitherto  located  at 
Grande  Traverse,  to  the  reservation  selected  by  these  Indians.  All 
the  other  arrangements  necessary  to  carry  out  the  provision  of  the 
treaty  will  be  made  at  the  approaching  annuity  payments. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  done  under  the  treaty  of  August  2,  1855, 
with  the  Chippewas  of  Saginaw,  and  of  Swan  creek  and  'Black  river. 
I  shall  make  the  payment  under  this  treaty  immediately  after  com- 
pleting the  Mackinac  payments.  Many  of  these  Indians  are  preparing 
to  remove  to  the  lands  assigned  them  by  the  treaty.  They  have  an 
excellent  location,  and,  with  the  assistance  they  will  derive  from  the 
treaty  stipulations,  ought,  in  a  few  years,  to  become  a  prosperous 
thriving  community. 

The  number  of  Indians  in  the  agency  does  not  vary  materially  from 
that  stated  in  my  last  year's  report.  They  continue  to  increase  slowly 
from  year  to  year.  Some  additions  are  made  by  the  return  of  emi- 
grant Indians,  but  there  is  also  a  constant  increase  from  the  excess  of 
births  over  deaths.  From  present  indications,  it  is  reasonable  to  hope 
that  the  rising  generation  will  attain  a  much  higher  state  of  civiliza- 
tion than  their  fathers,  and  that  very  many  of  them  will  become 
worthy  and  useful  citizens. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  C.  GILBERT, 

Indian  Agent. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


No.  4. 


Office  Northern  Superintendence. 
St.  Paul,  October  15,  1656. 

Sir  :     In  obedience  to  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  Department,  I 
submit  my  annual  report. 
In  addition  to  the  Indian  tribes  under  the  care  of  the  northern 
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superintendency,  the  district  heretofore  constituting  the  Minnesota 
superintendency  was  placed  under  the  supervision  of  this  office  on 
the  15th  of  April  last.     A  more  enlarged  experience  has  only  con- 
firmed the  opinion  that  the  impediments  which  we  meet  in  our  efforts 
to  civilize  the  Indians  are  nearly  everywhere  the  same,  and  by  no 
means  become  less  in  the  same  proportion  in  which  the  beneficial 
effects  of  civilization  upon  the  Indians  become  apparent,  neither  is 
this  to  be  wondered  at ;  for  the  history  of  mankind  shows,  that  the 
more  a  community  rids  itself  of  barbarism  and  developes  the  arts  of 
civilization,  the  more  it  needs  legislative  care  and  more  perfectly 
organized  civil  and  political  institutions.     As  remarked  heretofore, 
the  opinion  so  general  among  the  public,  that  all  efforts  to  civilize  the 
Indians  and  to  preserve  the  race,  are  idle  and  will  prove  fruitless,  is 
the  greatest  obstacle  with  whiqh  we  have  to  contend,  and  it  will  re- 
quire hard  labor  on  the  part  of  those  who,  from  philanthropic  mo- 
tives or  by  the  direction  of  the  government,  have  taken  charge  of  the 
measures  undertaken  for  the  improvement  of  the  Indians,  to  obtain 
for  their  wards  a  fair  experiment  and  trial,  so  as  to  show  whether  the 
Indian  race  can  continue  to  exist  where  civilization  reigns,  or  shall 
at  least  form  a  component  part  of  the  community  to  be  formed  out  of 
the  national  elements  collected  on  this  continent.     But  few  instances 
can  so  far  be  shown,  where  the  efforts  to  civilize  different  Indian 
tribes  have  been  begun  right  or  where  the  results  obtained  have  not 
been  destroyed  after  a  few  years  by  a  change  of  location  or  by  neglect 
in  carrying  out  the   system  entered  upon.     Only  lately  permanent 
homes  have  been  provided  for  many  tribes,  and  the  beginning  has 
been  made  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  treaties  entered  into. 
Though  many  of  the  recent  treaties  contain  full  and  well  drawn  pro- 
visions, it  is  almost  impossible  to  provide  for  all  the  different  stages 
through  which  the  Indians  will  have  to  advance  before  they  become 
fully  civilized.     Generally,  as  soon  as  an  Indian  tribe  becomes  iairly 
settled  down,  as  they  give  up  their  roving  habits,  and  begin  in  good 
earnest  to  become  agriculturists,  it  becomes  apparent  that  further 
legislative  action  is  necessary  to  protect  them,  as  well  against  intruders 
and  those  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  making  a  living  from  their 
vices,  as  against  the  vicious  members  of  the  tribe.     The  government 
of  the  hereditary  chiefs  of  the  different  bands  proves  at  once  ineffi- 
cient ;  and  seldom  sufficient  tact  is  shown  among  them  to  make  proper 
changes  in  their  government  without  creating  long  continued  disturb- 
ances.    From  a  want  of  confidence  in  their  own  government  they  be- 
gin to  look  to  other  sources  for  aid  and  protection,  and  the  punishment 
of  crimes.     The  national  and  the  State  legislatures  have  so  far  failed 
to  make  proper  legal  provisions  for  their  wants.     The  "  act  to  regulate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the 
frontiers,"  approved  June  30,  1834,  has  become  obsolete  as  to  most 
of  its  provisions,  and  it  is  very  questionable  whether  it  is  yet  in  force 
anywhere  within  the  limits  of  the  State*  organized  within  "  the  Indian 
country;"  and  from  the  fact  that  the  treaties  with  the  Sioux  of  1851 
provide  for  its  remaining  in  force  in  the  country  ceded  thereby,  it  has 
been  presumed  by  many  that  it  is  not  in  force  in  the  other  parts  of 
Minnesota  Territory.     The  benefits  derived  from  this  law,  which  is 
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no  imperfect  and  imperfectly  understood,  Have  been  but  small,  as 
might  be  expected ;  and  the  absence  of  more  prober  laws  has  been,  I 
presume,  generally  felt  by  the  officers  of  the  Indian  department.  It 
may  have  been  truly  said,  there  is  nothing  in  the  whole  compass  of 
our  laws  so  anomalous,  so  hard  to  bring  within  any  precise  definition, 
or  any  logical  and  scientific  arrangement  of  principles,  as  the  relation 
in  which  the  Indians  stand  towards  this  government,  and  those  of  the 
States ;  but  from  what  I  have  seen,  I  nave  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  not  the  fear  to  violate  any  rights  of  the  States  which  has  pre- 
vented proper  action  on  the  part  of  Congress,  nor  apprehension  of  any 
clashing  ot  the  federal  and  the  State  authorities,  which  has  prevented 
the  legislatures  of  the  States  and  Territories  from  enacting  proper  laws 
for  the  protection  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Indians  within 
their  respective  limits,  but  it  is  indifference  to  their  interests  and  the 
prejudice  above  alluded  to,  which  prevails  among  public  men  as  lpuch 
as  among  the  public  generally.  Indians  have  generally  no  votes  to 
give  at  our  elections,  and  the  agitation  of  questions  concerning  a  race 
of  a  darker  hue  has  been  more  effectually-  used  to  obtain  the  votes 
of  the  electors,  so  that  the  interests  of  the  poor  Indian  have  been 
left  without  sufficient  friends  in  the  legislative  halls. 

I  took  occasion,  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  annual  session  of  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  W  isconsin,  to  call  their  attention  to  the 
affairs  of  the  different  Indian  tribes  within  the  State.  I  gave  them  a 
fall  history  of  the  different  measures,  heretofore  and  now,  being  taken 
for  their  benefit;  a  description  of  the  different  reservations,  and  stated 
the  necessity  of  proper  legislative  action.  At  the  request  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  my  memorial  was  referred,  I  prepared,  among  other 
documents,  three  bills :  one  to  amend  the  statute  in  relation  to  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  to  the  Indians,  so  as  to  make  it  more 
stringent,  and  to  enable  officers  to  prosecute  under  it  with  efficiency ; 
another,  "  in  relation  to  trespasses  on  Indian  lands  within  this  State;" 
and  a  third  one,  "  to  restrain  Indians  from  roving  about  through  the 
State  of  Wisconsin."  If  the  first  two  had  been  passed  without  mate- 
rial amendment,  to  some  extent  the  power  would  have  been  supplied 
of  which  we  are  deprived  by  the  intercourse  act  not  being  considered 
in  force  within  the  State ;  and  the  third  one  might  have  furnished 
protection  to  the  permanently  settled  Indians,  as  well  as  to  the  white 
citizen,  against  the  roving  bands,  for  whom  the  government  has  pro- 
vided homes  in  Kansas  and  Minnesota,  but  who,  so  far,  could  not  be 
restrained  there.  These  bills  were  reported  by  the  committee,  but  I 
believe  only  the  first  became  a  law,  and  that  after  having  been  so 
amended  that  it  will  not  materially  hurt  the  interests  of  the  whiskey 
sellers,  nor  benefit  the  poor  Indians. 

The  more  civilized  Indians  have,  generally,  in  cases  of  crime  com- 
mitted by  any  of  their  tribe,  shown  a  willingness  and  a  desire  that  the 
courts  should  take  jurisdiction  and  punish  the  offenders.  But  when- 
ever murder  has  been  committed  by  Indians  on  their  own  race,  the 
offenders  have  been  permitted  to  go  at  large  without  being  punished, 
for  want  of  prosecution.  The  counties  organized  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Indian  reservations  are  generally  yet  sparsely  settled,  and  not  very 
able  to  bear  the  expense  of  such  trials,  and  their  grand  juries  not  in- 
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clined  to  find  indictments ;  and,  in  some  cases,  prosecutions  actually 
commenced  have  been  stopped  by  the  counties  refusing  to  pay  the  ex- 
pense Soon  after  I  took  charge  of  their  affairs,  I  notified  the  Sioux 
and  Chippewas  that  they  would  be  prosecuted  for  all  murders  com- 
mitted thereafter.  The  Medawakantoan  and  Wahpakootah  Sioux  were 
afterwards  forced,  by  the  withholding  of  annuities  and  provisions,  to 
deliver  over  eighteen  men  who  had  been  on  war  parties,  and  killed 
Chippewas.  Means  had  at  first  been  promised  to  be  furnished  by  the 
general  government  to  pay  the  expenses  of  prosecution,  but  were  not 

J  provided  when  necessary,  consequently  the  prisoners  had  to  be  set  free 
or  want  of  prosecution  ;  and  this  effort,  which  I  knew  would,  if  prop- 
erly carried  out,  stop  the  atrocious  warfare,  was  a  total  failure.    It 
remains  certain  that  the  citizens  of  the  counties  will  not  expend  mo* 
neys  to  be  raised  by  taxation  to  procure  the  punishment  of  crimes, 
wher#  Indians  are  the  offended  as  well  as  the  offenders,  and  that  the 
means  to  carry  on  the  prosecution  will  have  to  be  provided  for  by  the 
general  government.    I  have  been  of  the  opinion  that  the  Indian  tribe 
to  which  the  offender  belongs  might,  with  the  same  propriety,  be  held 
responsible  for  the  expenses  connected  with  a  murder,  as  (in  con- 
formity to  the  intercourse  act)  we  hold  them  responsible  for  the  killing 
of  cattle,  or  any  other  depredations,  and  that  the  general  government 
might  replace  any  funds  expended  in  carrying  on  criminal  prosecu- 
tions, by  taking  the  amount  out  of  the  subsequent  annuity  ;  and  this 
seemed  to  me  more  reasonable,  proper,  and  calculated  to  produce  a 
good  effect,  as  no  war  parties  are  sent  out  against  another  tribe  with- 
out a  similar  spirit  of  hatred  pervading  more  or  less  the  entire  tribe ; 
but  others  seem  to  think  that  there  is  no  legal  authority  for  doing  so. 
Unless  Congress  should  prefer  to  authorize  more  summary  proceed- 
ings, means  should  be  rarnished,  without  delay,  to  carry  on  these 
criminal  prosecutions  before  the  courts  of  the  States  and  Territories. 

As  long  as  these  hostilities  are  permitted  to  continue,  the  benefits 
derived  by  these  Indians  from  the  funds  expended  under  treaty  stipu- 
lations, and  the  improvements  made  for  them,  will  be  but  small.   The 
country  of  the  Medawakantoan  and  Wahpakootah  Sioux  affords  excel- 
lent locations  for  farms  along  the  margin  of  the  prairie,  where  it  is 
lined  by  the  strip  of  woods  on  both  sides  of  the  Minnesota  and  Red 
Wood  rivers.     A  few  have  already  made  farms  for  themselves,  taking 
about  thirty  rods  front,  and  extending  as  far  into  the  prairie  as  the 
Indian  can  cultivate  the  land.    Many  would  follow  their  example,  and 
extend  the  settlement  further  from  the  villages,  if  they  were  not  afraid 
of  the  Chippewas  coming  upon  them  in  the  night.     Large  sums  of 
money  have  been  expended  for  improvements  for  these  bands,  but  it 
the  object  is  to  teach  the  Indians  to  be  their  own  farmers  the  result  is 
not  satisfactory.     Most  all  the  work  done,  except  the  planting  of  corn 
done  by  the  women,  has  been  performed  by  white  employes,  and  it 
seems  that  it  even  had  not  been  seriously  thought  of  to  employ  In- 
dians.    I  found  a  spirit  of  lassitude  prevailing  at  the  agency,  and  was 
disposed  to  hold  the  writer  of  the  annual  farm  report  no  less  responsi- 
ble for  it  than  others.     If,  since  the  treaty  of  1851  was  begun  to  be 
carried  out,  Indians  had  been  employed  to  do  the  work,  as  it  has  been 
done  with  the  Menomonees  under  the  treaty  of  1854,  not  only  about 
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the  same  amount  of  work  might  have  been  performed,  but  the  Indians 
would  have  made  pauch  more  progress  in  the  arts  of  husbandry ;  it  is 
now  more  difficult  to  reform  than  it  would  have  been  to  begin  right. 
Aside  from  the  pernicious  influences  of  their  hostilities  with  the  Chip- 
pewas, I  believe  these  Indians  just  as  apt  to  learn  how  to  work  as  other 
Indians  are,  and  that  they  will  show  even  more  steadiness  and  force  of 
character  as  soon  as  they  earnestly  begin  farming.  I  regretted  much 
that  so  long  a  time  expired,  after  the  removal  of  the  late  Sioux  agent 
was  determined  on,  until  the  new  agent  was  confirmed  and  qualified. 
The  accounts  of  the  previous  quarter  not  having  been  furnished,  and 
believing  a  balance  due  the  United  States  in  his  hands,  I  was  pre- 
cluded from  furnishing  any  more  funds  to  the  old  agent,  and  neon- 
▼eniences  arose  and  improvements  were  delayed ;  however,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  sufficient  funds  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  new  agent, 
to  carry  on  farming  improvements  and  to  erect  buildings  for  schools. 
It  is  very  much  to  be  deprecated  that,  though  the  treaty  of  August  5, 
1851,  provided  for  it,  schools  were  not  organized  sooner. 

Even  more  delay  was  permitted  in  carrying  out  the  treaty  of  July 
23,  1851,  with  the  Sissitoan  and  Wahpatoan  Sioux.  But  little  land 
was  broken  for  them  previous  to  this  season,  and  the  party  which  was 
organized  last  spring  to  break  lands  at  the  different  villages  of  these 
Indians  was  delayed  by  the  agent  until  planting  time  was  nearly 
over ;  but  it  is  believed  that  now  nearly  sufficient  ground  has  been 
broken  for  their  planting,  and  if  the  fear  of  the  Chippewas  falling  upon 
them  did  not  prevent  their  settling  down  quietly,  these  Upper  Sioux, 
I  think,  would  soon  make  progress  in  agriculture  and  civilization. 
Similar  measures  have  recently  been  taken  for  the  organization  of 
schools  for  them  as  for  the  Lower  Sioux. 

The  Indians  living  further  west — the  Yanktoan  Sioux — have  as  yet 
made  no  treaty  with  the  United  States,  and  receive  no  annuity.  They 
have  sometimes  visited  at  the  payments  to  the  Sissitoans  and  Wahpa- 
toans,  and  attempted  to  make  disturbances  by  claiming  that  their  coun- 
try had  extended  to  the  Yellow  Medicine  river,  and  that,  consequently, 
a  part  of  the  money  paid  for  the  Sioux  purchase  belonged  to  them. 
At  other  times  these  Indians  have  sent  messages  to  the  officers  of  the 
department,  which  show  their  good  sense.  They  desire  to  make  a 
treaty  with  the  United  States  and  to  receive  annuities,  and  have  ur- 
gently requested  that  some  ploughing  be  done  for  them,  and  they  be 
furnished  with  some  hoes  and  other  agricultural  implements.  If 
Congress  should  deem  it  premature  to  purchase  their  land,  it  would 
be  very  desirable  that  funds  should  be  provided  to  break  some  lands 
for  them  at  one  or  more  of  their  villages,  and  to  furnish  implements, 
if  thought  proper,  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  these  amounts 
be  considered  as  advance  payments  at  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  here- 
after. 

The  war  with  the  Sioux  and  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  have,  more 
than  all  other  causes,  retarded  the  advancement  of  the  Chippewas  in 
civilization.  Prosecutions  under  the  territorial  statute  for  selling 
liquor  to  the  Indians  have  been  without  avail,  and  the  agent  has 
neglected  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  prosecute  under  the  inter- 
course act,  for  the  reason  that  he  had  been  informed  that  it  was  not 
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in  force  in  that  part  of  the  country.  Believing  that  there  is  no  good 
reason  for  this  construction,  I  have  instructed  him  to  prosecute  under 
it,  and  we  will  at  least  try  to  obtain  the  decision  of  the  court  in  rela- 
tion to  its  being  in  force  or  not.  Messrs.  Breck  and  Bardwell  have 
succeeded  as  well,  or  better,  in  their  efforts  to  civilize  the  Chippewas, 
than  any  other  missionaries  in  the  Indian  country.  They  succeeded 
in  inducing  many  to  labor,  and  to  make  permanent  settlements  ;  and 
from  their  good  results  already  obtained  in  the  short  time  it  may  be 
expected  that,  under  more  favorable  circumstances  hereafter,  they  will 
be  enabled  to  extend  their  civilizing  influences  over  all  or  most  of  the 
bands  of  the  Chippewas  of  the  Mississippi.  In  my  opinion  it  is  much 
to  be  regretted,  that  these  Indians  could  not  have  been  induced  to 
settle  down  in  one  or  two  reservations,  instead  of  so  many.  The  dis- 
tances are  so  great,  and  it  takes  so  much  time  to  travel  from  one  loca- 
tion to  the  other,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  properly  to  superintend 
farming  operations  at  the  different  settlements ;  at  least,  the  means 
provided  for  in  the  treaty  of  February  22,  1855,  are  not  sufficient  to 
canyon  an  extensive  system  of  farming  improvements,  mills,  schools, 
&c,  at  so  many  locations.  The  Chippewas  are,  generally,  very  well 
disposed  to  adopt  civilized  habits,  but  like  all  other  Indians  need  con- 
stant advice,  encouragement  and  aid. 

North  of  the  Pillager  and  Winnebigoshish  Chippewas,  who  re- 
ceive annuities  under  the  treaty  mentioned,  and  between  them  and 
the  British  possessions  and  west  of  the  purchase  from  the  "  Chip- 
pewas of  Lake  Superior,"  made  by  the  treaty  of  September  30,  1854, 
are  living  the  Boisforte,  Chippewas,  and  west  of  them  the  Red  Lake  In- 
dians. These  bands  are  represented  to  be  very  scattered  and  poor, 
and  to  number  about  eight  nundred  each.  If  it  should  not  be  thought 
advisable  soon  to  make  a  treaty  with  them  for  the  purpose  of  extin- 
guishing their  title  to  the  lands,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  from  motives 
of  humanity,  provision  will  be  made  for  their  improvement  and  civili- 
zation. 

The  Winnebagoes  occupy  a  fertile  tract  of  land  in  the  southern  part 
of  Minnesota,  selected  for  them  in  conformity  to  the  treaty  of  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1855.  They  show  to  a  great  extent  the  bad  effects  of  having 
been  removed  so  often,  and  being  roving  about  for  many  years 
through  the  frontier  settlements.  Laudable  efforts  are  now  being 
made  to  obliterate  these  effects  of  their  former  condition,  and  for  their 
improvement,  but  it  will  take  many  years  to  accomplish  the  object. 

Since  their  removal  to  their  new  location,  extensive  improvements 
have  been  made  for  them,  mostly  by  white  labor,  but  hereafter 
the  Indians  themselves  will  be  more  extensively  employed  in 
performing  the  labor  which  is  to  be  done  for  their  benefit.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  many  advantages  which  accrue  to  the  Indians  by  being 
employed  to  do  their  own  work,  it  enables  us  to  dispense  with  the 
boarding  houses,  where  the  white  employes  are  at  great  expense 
boarded  by  the  "  Indian  Department. "  In  pursuance  to  instructions, 
a  sewing  school  is  now  being  organized  after  the  system  adopted 
among  the  Menomonees,  and  to  which  I  have  alluded  in  my  former  an- 
nual reports.  Several  hundred  of  the  Winnebagoes  have  not  yet  re- 
moved to  their  reservation,  and  are  strolling  about  through  western 
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Wisconsin.  They  are,  I  believe,  the  same  bands  who  were  repeatedly, 
and  at  great  expense,  removed  to  their  former  location  at  Long  Prairie. 
From  the  facility  of  returning  to  their  old  grounds,  it  would  be 
useless  to  remove  them  again  as  long  as  the  citizens  invite  them  to 
come  back.  A  correspondence  has  taken  place  between  this  office  and 
the  executive  of  the  State,  which  puts  the  matter  in  its  true  light, 
and  shows  that  the  Indian  Department  is  ready  to  remove  them  again 
as  soon  as  proper  measures  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  citizens  from 
inducing  them  to  leave  their  new  homes. 

I  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  since  last  winter  to  visit  the 
Menomonees,  but  the  reports  of  the  agent  and  fanner,  and  of  others, 
go  to  show  that  their  constant  advancement  in  civilization  is  very 

f  ratifying.  Since  the  spring  of  1855,  when  the  treaty  of  1854  was 
egun  to  be  carried  out,  a  fair  experiment  is  being  made  whether 
that  tribe  is  capable  of  civilization  or  not ;  and  though  the  obstacles 
in  our  way  have  been  many,  and  no  legislative  aid  has  been  granted 
to  protect  these  Indians  against  intruders,  and  those  who  attempt  to 
thwart  the  beneficial  efforts  for  their  improvement,  sufficient  results 
have  been  obtained  to  prove,  beyond  a'  doubt,  that  they  will  adopt  the 
habits  of  industry  and  civilization,  if  the  system  entered  upon  is  car- 
ried out,  and  from  time  to  time  such  aid  and  protection  given  as  to 
strengthen  the  arm  of  the  officers  located  amongst  them  sufficiently  to 
enable  them  to  keep  away  pernicious  influences.  Indian  hands  have 
there  been  employed  exclusively  to  do  the  work  to  be  done  for  the 
tribe,  and  those  who  did  not  believe  in  its  being  practicable  to  do  so 
now  admit  the  success  of  the  attempt.  The  agent,  farmer,  miller, 
teacher,  and  one  of  the  blacksmiths,  are  the  only  white  persons  located 
and  employed  at  the  agency,  and  the  work  in  the  field  as  well  as  in 
the  shops  is  done  by  Indian  hands.  Sufficient  young  men  have  learned 
the  carpenter  trade,  so  that  not  only  the  shop  is  provided  for  with 
hands,  but  that  the  different  bands  have  carpenters  among  them,  who 
are  erecting  houses  for  the  families,  to  facilitate  which  the  council  has 
requested  that  a  set  of  carpenter  tools  be  furnished  to  each  band. 

By  treaty  made  with  the  Stockbridges  and  Munsees  on  the  5th  oi 
February  last,  and  with  the  Menomonees  on  the  11th  of  the  same 
month,  it  was  provided,  that  a  tract  of  land  in  the  west  part  of  the 
Menomonee  reservation  should  be  selected  for  a  home  for  the  former. 
A  part  of  the  fund  provided  to  enable  them  to  remove  has  been  paid 
to  those  who  signified  their  readiness,  and  a  large  number  have 
already  removed,  and  are  building  themselves  houses  with  the  lumber 
furnished  from  the  mil1,  of  the  Menomonees.  The  Stockbridge  diffi- 
culties, which  have  for  many  years  been  the  most  vexatious  subject 
before  the  Indian  department,  will  now  be  ended,  if,  without  listen- 
ing to  factious  opposition,  the  treaty  is  carried  out  consistently.  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  visit  the  location  soon  myself,  and  to  furnisn  the 
means  of  providing  comfortable  homes  for  those  who  have  removed. 
I  apprehend  that  the  white  settlers  at  Stockbridge,  who  have  acquired 
titles  to  their  land,  or  are  now  availing  themselves  of  the  provision  of 
the  treaty  in  relation  to  entering  such  lands  as  yet  belong  to  the  United 
States  government,  will  soon  take  their  own  measures  to  remove  those 
of  the  Indians,  who  from  factious  opposition  are  yet  opposed  to  remo- 
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val.  The  condition  of  the  Oneidas  has  not  much  changed  in  this  last 
year,  and  no  fact  of  importance  is  to  he  noted,  except  the  murder  of 
one  of  their  chiefs  by  another  Oneida,  which  created  great  excitement 
among  them,  and  threatens  to  cause  serious  disturbances  from  the 
fact,  that,  to  save  expense,  the  authorities  of  Brown  county  instructed 
the  district  attorney  to  stop  the  prosecution  of  the  murderer,  and  he, 
for  want  of  prosecution  is  permitted  to  run  at  large,  and  that  now  the 
relations  of  the  murdered  Indian  threaten  to  resort  to  the  old  prac- 
tice of  the  next  friend  to  the  murdered  killing  the  murderer.  This 
murder  was  committed  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  liquor, 
which,  as  I  have  reported  repeatedly,  is  often  sold  at  Green  Bay  to 
these  Indians  in  exchange  for  shingles,  pine  timber,  logs,  &c.  In 
consequence  of  their  occupation  in  their  pine  woods  many  of  these 
Indians  have  neglected  their  fine  farms,  and  a  number  of  good  men 
among  them  have  tried  to  devise  some  measure  to  stop  this  trade  in 
shingles,  &c,  and  its  pernicous  consequences.  It  has  lately  been 
proposed  by  them  to  sell  to  the  government  their  pine  lands,  and  to 
retain  only  their  farming  lands,  and  as  this  would,  no  doubt,  stop  the 
trade  mentioned,  I  hope  that  a  treaty  for  the  purchase  of  these  lands 
will  be  made. 

Herewith  are  enclosed  a  statement  of  the  numbers  of  the  Indians 
within  this  superintendency,  and  such  of  the  reports  of  the  officers  ot 
the  department  within  it  as  have  been  transmitted  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  HUEBSCHMANN, 

Superintendent. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  Mantpennt, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C 


Indians  of  the  NortJiern  Superintendency. 

Menomonees,  1,930;  Oneidas,  978;  Stockbridges  and  Munsees, 
407  ;  Winnebagoes,  2,546 ;  Chippewas  of  Mississippi,  2,206;  Pillager 
and  Lake  Winnebigoshish  Chippewas,  2,031 ;  Medawakantoan  and 
Wahpakootah  Sioux,  2,379 ;  Sissitoan  and  Wahpaton  Sioux,  4,004; 
Boisforte  and  Bed  Lake  Chippewas,  estimated  1,600  ;  Yanktoan, 
Tieton,  and  Cheyenne  Sioux,  occupying  the  country  between  the 
Sissitoans  and  the  Missouri,  estimated  4,000  or  5,000  ;  Crees,  west  of 

Red  river,  near  the  British  line, ;  Chippewas  of  Lake  Superior, 

of  Minnesota,  and  Wisconsin,  numbering  4,268,  are  under  the  super- 
intence  of  the  agent  at  Detroit.  About  600  Pottawatomies,  strolling 
through  Wisconsin,  belong  to  Kansas  Territory. 
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No.  5. 

Menomonkb  Agency, 
Keshena,  September  30,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  second  annual  report.  I  am 
able  to  state  that  the  Menomonee  Indians  have,  within  the  last  year, 
advanced  rapidly  in  the  arts  tf  civilization  and  habits  of  industry, 
and  have  made  numerous  and  valuable  improvements  for  their 
benefit. 

Within  the  last  year  more  than  one  hundred  dwelling-houses  have 
been  erected  by  them,  and  their  improved  lands  have  been  doubled  in 
quantity.  The  amount  of  produce  raised  by  the  Indians  is  three 
times  greater  than  last  year.  This  is  owing — first,  to  the  increased 
quantity  of  land  cultivated ;  second,  a  more  favorable  season ;  and 
third,  a  better  disposition  to  labor  and  more  intelligence  as  to  farming 
operations.  Nearly  one  hundred  have  been  employed  to  labor  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent  on  the  farm  or  in  the  mill  or  shops,  and  with 
the  most  satisfactory  results.  There  are  now  twenty  Menomonees 
capable  of  building  good  dwelling-houses,  and  about  as  many  more 
capable  of  performing  common  carpenter-work.  There  are  several 
who  are  as  valuable  hands  in  the  saw-mill  (under  the  direction  of  the 
miller)  as  the  best  white  men. 

One  hundred,  who  one  year  ago  lived  by  the  chase,  and  wore  their 
blankets,  now  dress  like  the  whites,  and  are  clearing  and  cultivating 
land  and  building  houses.  The  saw-mill  has  been  doing  a  fair  busi- 
ness through  the  season.     A  flouring-mill  is  now  being  constructed. 

The  carpenter  shop  has  been  carried  on  successfully  by  Indian  help ; 
and  at  the  same  time  that  the  public  buildings  were  being  erected,  a 
knowledge  of  the  trade  has  been  disseminated  among  them  worth 
more,  I  think,  to  the  Menomonees,  than  the  whole  cost  of  the  con- 
struction of  those  bdildings.  The  carpenter,  and  the  young  men 
employed  under  him,  have  been  engaged  for  the  last  year  in  com- 
pleting the  interpreter's  house,  then  partially  built,  and  building  two 
school-houses,  a  farm-house  and  barn,  a  root-house,  a  male  teacher's 
house,  and  door-yard  fences  for  the  several  buildings  at  the  pay- 
ground. 

The  blacksmiths  have  had  a  largely  increased  amount  of  labor  to 
perform,  owing  to  the  prosecution  of  the  building  and  farming  opera- 
tions of  the  Indians,  and  have  well  earned  the  small  salary  they 
receive.  The  schools  have  been  somewhat  embarrassed  a  part  of  the 
time  for  the  want  of  suitable  houses,  but  that  difficulty  is  now 
obviated,  and  we  hope  no  interruption  will  occur  for  trie  future.  The 
sewing  school,  in  particular,  has  proved  of  great  value  ;  as  while  the 
Indians  have  been  persuaded  to  adopt  the  dress  of  the  white  men,  the 
teachers  of  the  sewing  school  have  spared  no  pains  to  instruct  their 
wives  and  daughters  in  making  their  necessary  wearing  apparel ;  and 
probably  no  money  expended  for  the  Menomonees  will  be  more  use- 
fully applied  than  that  expended  for  the  sewing  school. 
The  farmer,  Mr.  Haas,  has  been  among  them  but  a  short  time,  but 
38 
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has  thus  far  shown  an  energy  and  perseverance,  from  which  good 
results  are  hoped. 

The  improvements  on  the  central  farm  within  the  last  year  are  a 
farm-house,  complete  except  plastering  ;  a  farm  barn  and  root-house, 
and  about  seventy  acres  of  land  cleared  and  broke,  and  mostly  fenced. 
A  portion  of  this  was  cropped  this  season  with  corn,  potatoes,  oats, 
turnips,  and  beans  ;  some  is  designed  for  fall  rye,  and  some  for  spring 
crops  next  season.  The  corn  is  lair  for  a  turf  crop,  the  potatoes  good; 
over  one  thousand  bushels  will  be  realized  from  the  central  farm.  I 
have  not  often  seen  better  turnips  than  those  raised  by  us,  and  hare 
never  seen  beans  do  better  than  here.  Eighteen  acres  of  spring 
wheat  have  been  raised  this  season,  and  about  twenty-two  of  oats. 
The  straw  of  neither  was  large,  but  the  grain  of  both  good.  Our  grain 
is  now  in  the  barn  unthreshed. 

The  experience  of  the  last  year  has  satisfied  me  that  the  Indian  re- 
servation is  far  better  than  generally  supposed,  and  that  the  Indians 
are  capable,  under  proper  instruction,  of  obtaining  from  it  a  full  sup- 
ply for  all  their  wants,  and  that  there  now  exists  but  one  serious  dif- 
ficulty in  the  way  of  the  full  civilization  of  the  Menomonees. 

Whiskey,  the  mortal  enemy  of  the  red  men,  is  still  on  their  track, 
and  a  few  drunken  Indians  are  a  serious  drawback  on  the  whole  na- 
tion. The  hope  of  getting  whiskey  induces  them  to  leave  their  home 
and  wander  among  the  white  settlements,  to  the  injury  of  themselves 
and  the  annoyance  of  the  white  men.  Take  from  them  the  hope  of 
getting  whiskey,  and  all  the  Menomonees  will  stay  at  home  and  cul- 
tivate the  soil,  and  the  occasional  difficulties  between  them  and  the 
citizens  would  no  more  be  heard  of. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  application  of  a  sufficient  amount 
of  their  funds  to  employ  a  suitable  person  to  prosecute  to  conviction 
those  persons  who  sell  them  whiskey.  If  this  could  be  done,  it  would 
not  only  work  to  their  advantage,  but  would  be  heartily  approved  by 
them. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN  J.  HUNKINS, 

Indian  Agent. 

Francis  Huebschmann,  Esq., 

Superinterident  Indian  Affairs,  MUwaukie,  Wisconsin, 


No.  6. 


Oneida  West  Mission  Orchard  Part*, 

July  1,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the  past  year. 

In  agricultural  pursuits  there  is  a  decided  improvement  on  the  last 
year  in  this  part  of  the  nation.  Crops  of  all  kinds  look  well,  and  the 
natives  have  exhibited  a  commendable  energy  in  clearing  land  and 
putting  in  crops.     More  than  enough  will  be  raised  in  this  part  of  the 
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nation  to  supply  them  with  food.     In  short,  everything  presents  a 
thrifty,  farm-like  appearance  through  this  settlement.     But,  as   a 
whole,  I  think  there  is  more  intoxicating  drink  used  now  in  the 
nation  than  formerly.     Of  course,  the  lumbering  business   is  still 
carried  on,  and  money  more  plenty  than  formerly. 

The  two  schools  under  my  care  have  been  in  successful  operation 
for  nine  months  each  the  past  year.  One  has  been  sustained  by  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Missionary  Society,  the  other  by  my  own  private 
funds,  depending  on  the  government  funds.  I  have  received  nothing 
for  the  support  of  this  school  for  the  last  year,  but  presume  it  is  the 
intention  to  pay  over  the  funds  at  the  time  of  the  Indian  payment. 

The  average  attendance  in  the  schools  has  been  twenty-three,  about 
ran  equalnumber  of  both  sexes.  The  usual  course  of  teaching  has 
been  pursued,  except  that  more  effort  has  been  made  to  teach  them 
English.  The  go  neal  complaint  of  the  natives  is,  that  when  they 
learn  to  read  they  do  not  understand  what  they  read,  and  so  they  are 
discouraged  from  trying  to  learn.  The  almost  total  absence  of  all 
discipline  disqualifies  them  for  close  and  thorough  application  to 
study.  They  prefer  work  to  study ;  hence  the  children  that  can  labor 
are  kept  from  school  for  that  purpose. 

Considerable  excitement  has  prevailed  in  the  nation  about  selling 
off  a  parcel  of  the  nation's  land.  Most  of  the  chiefs  are  in  favor  of 
Belling:,  while  the  warriors  are  generally  opposed. 

A  Frenchman  at  the  bay  claims  that  he  has  found  a  valuable  cop- 
per mine  on  the  Oneida  reserve. 

I  should  have  made  a  regular  census  report,  but  for  my  unavoid- 
able absence,  until  it  is  too  late  to  get  it  into  this  report. 

I  hope,  if  possible,  some  more  effectual  means  may  be  devised  by 
government  for  the  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic,  and  the  promo- 
tion of  the  educational  interest  of  the  entire  nation.  The  latter 
might  be  done  by  increasing  the  number  of  schools,  and  providing 
for  distributing  rewards  of  merit  of  real  value.  The  limited  funds 
of  the  missionary  and  teachers  forbid  their  doing  it  effectually. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  GL  LATHROP,  Missionary. 

Dr.  HUEBSCHMANN, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^ 

Milioaukie,  Wisconsin. 


No.  7. 


Keshena,  September  30, 1856. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  my  duty,  I  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing as  my  annual  report.  You  will  please  to  notice,  by  the  monthly 
registers  of  December,  January,  and  February,  that  I  taught  only 
three  days  in  the  week,  owing  to  the  want  of  a  room  for  the  sewing 
department. 


596  REPORT   OF   THE 

The  number  of  scholars  during  the  winter  has  "been  twenty-three, 
the  summer  term  closed  with  fifty-four  in  attendance.  The  studies 
which  have  been  pursued  were  spelling,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic, 
and  geography.     Eighty  are  in  their  letters. 

The  new  school-house,  although  unfinished,  is  very  commodious, 
and  is  the  means  of  increasing  the  number  of  attendants. 

This  summer  quite  a  number  of  Pagan  children  have  attended — 
gentle,  obedient  little  girls,  particularly  those  of  Oshkosh's  band. 
They  seem  very  happy  in  school,  and  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  their 
mothers  stimulate  them  by  their  good  example  in  attending  them- 
selves to  the  sewing  school. 

Hoping  that  God  will  bless  and  prosper  the  efforts  that  may  yet  be 
made  to  advance  them,  and  finally  bring  a  great  reform  in  their 
every-day  life. 

Very  respectfully, 


Hon.  B.  Hunkins,  Indian  Agent. 


ROSALIE  D0U6MAN. 


No.  8. 


Keshena,  September  30,  1856. 

Sir  :  In  presenting  my  second  annual  report,  I  am  happy  to  inform 
you  that  the  school  under  my  charge  has  been  for  the  past  year  of 
more  than  ordinary  interest.  The  number  of  women,  old,  young,  and 
little  girls,  in  attendance,  has  been  large,  and  I  think  not  inactive,  as 
you  will  see  by  the  following  catalogue  of  articles  made : 

Coats  for  men  102,  for  boys  63  ;  pantaloons  for  men  227,  for  boys 
131  pairs  ;  shirts  for  men  14,  for  boys  4  ;  skirts  for  girls  115  ;  gowns 
for  women  3,  for  girls  15 ;  socks  knit  85  pairs ;  stockings  4  pairs ; 
mittens  5  pairs. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  mention  that  the  Pagan  women  have  done 
their  share  of  the  work  ;  and  their  desire  for  improvement  is  very  evi- 
dent, by  their  punctuality  in  attendance  and  industry  in  school.  Be- 
sides these,  three  poor  boys,  who  were  very  much  in  want  of  clothing, 
with  my  help,  succeeded  beyond  my  expectations  in  making  their  own 
clothes.  Young  Wishkins  was  one  of  them,  the  two  others  of  the 
same  band. 

Goods  remaining :  Camp  blanket,  one  piece  of  25  yards  ;  satinet  127 
yards ;  Glasgow  jeans  20  yards  ;  denins  22  yards ;  calico  15  yards ; 
lining  for  winter  coats  10  yards.    There  is  yarn  enough  for  the  winter. 

Respectfully, 

JANE  DOUSMAN. 

Hon.  B.  Hunkins, 

Indian  Agent. 
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No.  9. 

Keshena,  September  30,  1856. 

Sir  :  It  being  my  province  to  report  to  you  the  improvement  and 
condition  of  the  male  department  of  the  Menomonee  school,  I  have 
only  to  state,  that  we  were  not  enabled  to  occupy  our  new  school-house 
until  last  spring.  Therefore,  all  the  proficiency  we  have  made  has 
been  during  the  summer  term,  which  has  exceeded  my  utmost  expec- 
tations. The  children,  both  Christian  and  Pagan,  have  attended  school 
very  promptly ;  they  numbered  ninety-seven,  (a  part  of  whom  have 
not  attended  very  regularly,)  and  have  made  as  much  progress  as 
could  be  expected  from  them,  the  majority  not  having  attended  school 
before  this  term,  and  being  mostly  quite  young,  ranging  from  five  to 
fifteen  years  of  age.  All  the  most  advanced  scholars  have  left  the 
Bchool,  to  engage  themselves  at  farming  or  the  carpenter's  trade, 
therefore  I  have  not  as  advanced  scholars  attending  school  now  as  a 
year  ago ;  but  the  general  aspect  of  the  school  has  improved  much  ; 
there  is  more  interest  manifested  in  attending  school,  and  a  greater 
effort  to  improve.  The  parents  have  taken  an  interest  in  sending 
their  children  to  school,  and  urging  them  to  comply  with  its  disci- 
pline, which  I  have  not  seen  manifested  before. 

There  is  much  to  hope  for  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Menomonee  In- 
dians, for  it  is  evident  that  if  the  present  policy  and  system  of  the 
United  States  government,  in  practice  among  the  Indians,  be  persisted 
in  with  constancy  and  perseverance,  they  can  become  industrious  and 
useful  citizens,  for  they  are  certainly  susceptible  of  literary  improve- 
ment, and  with  but  little  solicitation  abandon  their  native  habits  to 
assume  those  of  civilized  life,  and  they  are  naturally  inclined  to  demean 
themselves  with  decorum  ;  but  as  it  is  natural  for  mankind  to  assimi- 
late to  the  community  with  which  he  is  in  contact,  the  Indian  being 
most  exposed  to  that  class  of  white  people  whose  habits  and  morals 
are  not  the  most  refined  and  exemplary,  so  it  should  not  be  surprising 
to  see  those  who  are  changing  from  paganism  to  civilization  acquire 
some  of  the  bad  habits  of  their  neighbors. 

Yours,  &c, 

JOHN  WILEY,  Teacher. 

Benjamin  Hunkins, 

Indian  Agent. 


No.  10. 


Keshena,  Menomonee  Agency,  October  15,  1856. 

Dear  Sir:  According  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Indian 
department,  I  respectfully  submit  to  you  my  quarterly  report. 

In  the  commencement  of  my  engagement  here  (the  middle  of  July 
last)  I  engaged  some  of  the  Menomonee  Indians  to  clear  and  break 
about  ten  acres  of  land  on  the  Centre  farm ;  in  addition,  we  finished 


598  REPORT   OF   THE 

• 

20  acres  which  had  "been  cleared  and  partly  ploughed  previous  to  my 
engagement.  We  also  hroke  some  of  the  Carron's  field ;  then  we 
fallowed  20  acres, Tand  prepared  about  five  acres  for  beans  next  spring, 
and  sowed  36  acres  of  rye ;  and  the  Carron  and  Lamotte  lands  sowed 
about  seven  acres  of  rye. 

The  first  week  in  August  we  commenced  to  harvest  18  acres  of 
spring  wheat  and  22  acres  of  oats ;  both  yield  pretty  well,  and  are 
now  stacked  in  the  new  barn  lately  built  for  the  Menomonee  Indians. 

About  the  16th  of  August  we  commenced  to  mow  our  meadows, 
which  did  not  yield  very  well  this  year.  The  best  of  our  meadows 
have  been  destroyed  by  hail;  so  we  put  up  only  about  seventy 
tons  of  hay,  and  I  am  afraid  we  will  be  short  of  fodder  in  the  spring. 
The  hay  is  partly  stacked  in  the  new  barn,  and  partly  stacked  in  the 
meadows.  In  the  end  of  September  we  harvested  our  corn,  some  of 
which  turned  out  pretty  well ;  some  having  been  planted  late,  and  on 
new  broken  ground,  did  not  do  so  well.  We  had  a  small  spot  of 
beans  which  did  very  well. 

The  potatoes  yield  first  rate,  and  we  have  now  about  one  thousand 
bushels  in  the  new  root  house,  built  this  fall  for  the  Menomonee  In- 
dians. 

The  Menomonees  raised  a  great  deal  of  corn,  potatoes,  wheat,  and 
oats,  much  to  their  satisfaction.  By  next  year  they  will  raise  as  much 
again,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  in  a  few  years  from  now  the 
most  of  them  will  raise  enough  for  their  own  supply. 

During  the  whole  fall  there  has  been  a  great  call  for  teams  to  plough 
and  haul  house  logs  ;  and  if  they  keep  on  so  improving,  we  shall  want 
more  teams  early  next  spring. 

All  the  work  was  done  by  the  Menomonee  Indians. 

From  my  experience  during  the  short  period  I  have  been  engaged 
here,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Menomonee  Indians  make  as  good  farmers 
as  can  be  produced  from  any  other  nation. 
Submitted  very  respectfully. 

FREDERICK  HAAS,  Farmer. 

Hon.  Benjamin  Hunkins, 

Indian  agent. 


No.  11. 


Chippbwa  Agency,  September  27,  1856. 

Sir  :  No  material  change  in  the  condition  of  the  Chippewas  has 
taken  place  since  my  last  annual  report.  Since  Messrs.  Breck  and 
Bard  well  have  taken  charge  of  the  laborers,  and  the  clearing  and 
breaking  land  at  Leech,  Cass,  and  Winnebigoshish  lakes,  it  has  taken 
an  immense  labor  off  my  hands,  and  those  gentlemen  are  progressing 
as  fast  as  their  means  will  permit,  and,  I  believe,  with  economy. 

I  was  instructed  to  note  carefully  what  kind  of  use  the  Indians  made 
of  their  money  received  at  the  spring  payment.     Many  of  them  used 
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it  very  judiciously,  perhaps  as  much  so  as  any  white  man  would ; 
while  others  used  it  as  other  white  men  would,  for  that  which  was  of 
no  use  to  them — whiskey  being  a  leading  article.  After  they  ascer- 
tained there  would  be  a  spring  payment,  quite  a  number  of  them  came 
to  me  and  borrowed  money  for  the  purpose  of  buying  seed,  their 
payment  not  being  quite  early  enough  for  that  purpose. 

Many  of  the  Mississippi  lands,  for  the  first  time,  planted,  tended, 
and  would  have  raise  I  good  crops,  had  it  not  been  for  the  grasshop- 
pers, which  made  their  appearance  on  the  28th  of  July,  and  literally 
swept  the  whole  country.  This  is  to  be  regretted  this  year  more  than 
any  previous  one,  for  it  may  discourage  the  new  beginners  and  drive 
them  back  again  to  the  chase.  There  is  only  about  half  the  usual 
crop  of  rice,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  Chippewas  have  a  hard 
winter  before  them. 

Since  the  employes  (who  were  frequently  stationed  at  the  cross 
trails  and  other  places  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  whiskey)  have 
been  discharged,  the  Indians  have  taken  advantage  of  it,  and  have 
brought  more  whiskey  into  the  country  this  year  than  usual. 

I  am  stationed  five  miles  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  where  it  is 
necessary  my  whole  time  should  be  occupied,  for  there  is  no  telling 
when  a  load  of  goods  or  provisions  may  arrive,  and  there  is  no  one  to 
receive  and  store  them  but  myself.  In  the  mean  time  the  Indians  go 
below,  buy  whiskey,  bring  it  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Crow  Wing,  and 
then  up  the  Mississippi,  there  being  no  one  below  to  stop  them  or 
destroy  it,  although  they  pass  by  the  doors  of  two  churches,  two  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  and  three  missionaries,  the  latter  of  whom  speak 
their  language  well.  In  Morrison  county,  where  the  whiskey  is  sold, 
there  are  not  over  twenty  legal  jurors,  after  selecting  the  grand  jury; 
half  of  whom  have  sooner  or  later,  directly  or  indirectly,  been  engaged 
in  the  whiskey  traffic.  Then,  what  chance  is  there  to  prevent  it  by 
law?  Sir,  I  have  seen  it  tried.  When  General  Fletcher  was  here 
with  the  Winnebagoes,  he  made  his  best  efforts  to  bring  those  whis- 
key sellers  to  justice,  (and  I  consider  him  as  thorough  and  efficient 
an  agent  as  there  is  iiv  the  Indian  country.)  I  attended  court  with 
him  ;  he  had  some  twelve  or  fifteen  of  his  Indians  with  him,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  perhaps  thirty  dollars  per  day ;  found  some  twenty  indict- 
ments. Among  the  number  was  one  against  a  Chippewa  widow  wo- 
man, on  whom  he  proved,  in  the  most  positive  terms,  that  she  had 
sold  whisky  to  the  Indians  at  different  times ;  all  the  evidence  was 
perfectly  plain,  and  no  rebutting  testimony.  The  jury  was  out  a  few 
minutes  and  acquitted  her.  The  general  "caved"  and  informed  me 
that  if  I  intended  to  have  the  Chippewas  keep  tavern  for  his  Indians, 
he  wished  I  would  furnish  them  with  better  liquor.  He  then  went  to 
the  old  widow  and  bought  her  off  by  paying  her  some  blankets,  cloth, 
&c,  and  she  quit  the  business.  The  balance  of  the  indictments  were 
never  prosecuted.  But  the  whisky  traffic  can  be  prevented ;  I  can 
find  men  to  do  it,  but  they  must  be  paid  ;  men  will  not  work  without 
pay.  If  the  Indian  department  authorize  me  to  draw  for  that  purpose, 
to  some  limited  amount,  I  will  see  that  it  is  properly  applied. 

In  relation  to  the  agency  and  payment  at  Leech  Lake,  I  will  refer 
yon  to  my  last  annual  report,  which  explains  the  whole  matter. 
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The  "  clearing  and  breaking  land  "  fund  was  so  small  that  I  con- 
fined the  operations  to  the  Babbit  River  and  Mille  Lac  reservations. 
The  grubbing  and  clearing  is  mostly  done  by  the  Indians.  The  only 
trouble  in  employing  Indians  is,  that  they  will  have  their  relatives 
visiting  them  so  often  that  it  takes  about  double  the  provisions  it 
would  for  the  same  number  of  white  men. 

After  estimating  for  two  years  for  an  agency  dwelling,  and  coming 
very  near  freezing  to  death  for  two  winters,  I  tried  a  remedy  last  fall 
by  going  to  work  and  building  a  very  comfortable  dwelling,  which  is 
sufficient  for  any  agency;  we  have  a  dining-room,  square- room,  cook- 
room,  and  four  bed- room 8  on  the  lower  floor,  and  very  good  sleeping 
rooms  above.  The  expense  out,  in  addition  to  our  own  labor,  is  three 
hundred  and  fourteen  dollars. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  HERRIMAN,      • 

Indian  Agent. 

Hon.  F.    HUEB8CHMANN, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  St.  Paul,  M.  T. 


No.  12. 


Chippewa  Manual  Labor  School, 
GuU  Lake,  Minnesota  Territory ,  September  30,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  Permit  me  to  add  the  following  information  to  the  quar- 
terly report  of  30th  September.  Before  the  close  of  the  present  year, 
it  is  my  intention  to  remove  to  Leech  Lake.  The  buildings  for  the 
school,  and  families  connected  with  it,  have  been  in  progress  since  the 
spring.  At  the  end  of  December  I  will  report  fully  concerning  our 
accommodations;  the  method  for  conducting  the  school  and  instruct- 
ing the  Indians  generally,  and  also  the  fitness  of  the  several  associates 
who  will  be  with  me  in  the  work. 

I  have  now  been  at  Gull  Lake  four  years.  I  cannot  leave  it  without 
speaking  a  few  words  in  its  behalf.  Let  me  first  thank  you,  sir,  very 
sincerely,  for  your  uniform  kindness  towards  us,  and  the  much  en- 
couragement you  have  always  given  us  in  our  work.  The  short  pe- 
riod we  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  the  school  fund  enabled  us  to  support 
thirty-five  native  children  beneath  our  roof.  It  also  enlarged  greatly 
our  means  for  instructing  the  parents  of  the  children  in  domestic  du- 
ties and  civilized  habits  generally.  Since  the  withdrawal  of  the  school 
fund,  we  have  had  twenty-two  children  in  our  house,  (our  present  num- 
ber,) and  about  as  many  more  attending  school  from  out  of  the  wig- 
wams and  the  Indian  houses  which  have  been  built  about  us.  One 
hundred  Chippewas  have  become  Christians,  and  conformed  largely 
to  the  dress  and  manners  of  the  whites.  The  people  generally  come 
to  us  for  medical  treatment,  and  the  drum  and  rattle,  and  charms  of 
the  "  grand  medicine,"  have  given  place  to  both  the  religion  and  the 
civilization  of  the  whites.  The  men  can  labor  day  after  day  industri- 
ously with  almost  the  capacity  of  ordinary  white  laborers,  'whilst  the 
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women  are  fully  acquainted  with  the  arts  of  domestic  life.  They  have, 
from  the  beginning  of  our  mission,  been  employed  in  the  house,  and 
now  are  fully  competent  to  make  up  for  themselves  all  the  usual  gar- 
ments worn  by  the  whites  ;  and  they  have  likewise  acquired  habits  of 
cleanliness  as  well  as  the  practice  of  more  wholesome  cooking. 

My  successor,  the  Reverend  E.  Steele  Peake,  is  expected  here  shortly, 
and  I  would  wish  for  him  the  enjoyment  of  the  same  confidence  which 
you  have  so  frankly  given  to  me.  Mr.  Peake  was  formerly  an  inmate 
of  the  theological  and  classical  institution  at  Nashotah,  Wisconsin, 
which  for  nine  years  from  its  foundation  was  in  my  charge,  and  the 
discipline  he  acquired  there  has  eminently  fitted  him  for  a  life  of  pa- 
tience, toil,  and  self-denial  in  these  woods.  Mr.  Peake,  also,  for  several 
years,  acted  as  curator  to  the  manual  laboring  department  of  Nashotah, 
so  that  he  comes  to  us  well  stocked  with  practical  wisdom  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  like  important  work  here. 

I  could  indeed  wish  for  him  some  assistance  from  the  general  gov- 
ernment, in  order  to  the  better  carrying  out  and  perfecting  the  work 
here  begun.  I  am  persuaded  you  will  kindly  represent  our  claims,  as 
the  only  school  now  found  amongst  the  Mississippi  bands  of  Chippewa 
Indiads,  to  receive  such  from  those  funds  appointed  for  educational 
purposes. 

Again  I  thank  you,  sir,  for  your  generous  disposition  in  our  behalf 
here,  and  hope  you  will  extend  your  advice  to  me  in  the  new  relations 
I  am  about  to  form. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LLOYD  BRECK. 

Major  D.  B.  Hbr&iman,  Indian  Agent. 


No.  13. 


Oberlin,  November  18,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  Agreeably  to  the  regulations  of  the  department,  I  send 
you  herewith  a  report  of  the  mission  school  among  the  Chippewa  In- 
dians at  Red  Lake,  in  Minnesota  Territory,  for  the  year  ending  May 
31,  1856. 

The  school  has  been  taught  regularly  during  the  year,  except  a  few 
days'  vacation  in  the  spring.  Number  of  scholars  registered,  nineteen. 
Average  attendance,  fifteen.  Reading,  spelling,  writing,  arithmetic, 
and  geography  have  been  taught.  The  average  attendance  of  girls 
and  of  boys  has  been  equal. 

The  girls  have  been  required  to  labor  a  portion  of  each  day  at  some 
kind  of  needle  or  housework.  The  boys  are  required  to  labor  a  portion 
of  the  time,  either  in  the  garden  or  on  the  mission  farm,  having  a 
man  with  them  to  oversee  and  instruct  them.  All  have  been  boarded 
and  clothed  by  the  mission.  Most  of  these  children  have  made  en- 
couraging improvement  in  the  various  branches  of  study,  as  well  as 
in  their  domestic  habits  and  the  acquisition  of  the  English  language. 
A  few  of  our  pupils  have  been  hopefully  converted,  and  some,  I  can 
say  with  assurance,  are  eminently  pious.  But  while  our  scholars  have 
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been  making  encouraging  progress,  the  mass  of  the  Indians  have  not 
availed  themselves  of  the  facilities  afforded  them  for  improvement  to 
that  extent  we  had  hoped  they  would.  But  few  are  disposed  to  attend 
meeting  on  the  Sabbath,  and  it  is  very  unpopular  for  them  to  change 
their  religion.  Our  missionaries  have  made  great  efforts  to  induce 
them  to  cultivate  the  soil,  and  have  expended  much  of  their  time  and 
strength  in  assisting  them  to  improve  their  temporal  condition. 
But  gratitude  does  not  belong  to  an  Indian's  composition.  The  be- 
stowment  of  one  favor  only  lays  the  giver  under  an  obligation  to 
repeat  the  favor  as  often  as  it  is  desired.  The  missionaries  have 
done  so  much  for  the  Indians  by  way  of  clearing  land,  ploughing, 
house  building,  &c,  that  they  have  come  to  feel  that  they  have  a 
claim  upon  them  for  all  the  assistance  they  want.  As  they  have 
made  improvements  and  advanced  in  civilization,  their  wants  have 
increased,  and  because  the  missionaries  have  not  met  their  wishes  in 
these  respects  they  have  made  them  trouble. 

We  have  erected  a  good  water  mill  for  sawing  lumber,  with  a  por- 
table grist  mill  attached.  We  paid  the  Indians  for  the  privilege  of 
building  the  mill,  and  what  timber  we  wanted  to  use  for  building 
purposes,  but  because  the  missionaries  were  unwilling  to  build  them  a 
council  house,  fort,  and  dwelling  house  for  each  family,  they  forbade 
their  cutting  any  timber,  and  as  the  missionaries  had  no  protection 
from  the  government  they  were  obliged,  for  the  time  being,  to  suspend 
their  building  operations.  We  have  been  hoping  that  a  treaty  would 
be  made  with  those  bands  by  which  they  would  be  brought  under  some 
legal  restraint,  and  the  missionaries  be  protected  in  their  rights. 

In  the  summer  of  1855  the  worms  destroyed  nearly  all  the  corn 
and  potatoes,  and  consequently  the  Indians  were  very  destitute  of 
food,  and  during  the  past  summer  have  been  wandering  upon  the 
plains  in  quest  of  the  buffalo,  or  on  the  war  path  of  their  old  enemies, 
the  Sioux.  Their  crops  the  present  season  are  good,  but  raised 
mostly  by  the  women. 

Whiskey,  that  bane  of  the  red  man,  is  now  carried  into  their  country 
without  let  or  hindrance.  I  have  never  before  seen  anything  like  the 
quantity  carried  into  the  country  that  I  saw  the  past  summer.  If 
some  measures  are  not  taken  to  arrest  this  evil  it  will  soon  extermi- 
nate the  small  remnant  of  that  once  powerful  race.  I  expect  to  return 
to  the  mission  early  in  March,  and  spend  the  coming  season  among 
the  Indians. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  BARDWELL, 
Agent  of  A.  M.  A. 

Hon.  George  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington. 


No.  14. 


Winnebago  Agency,  September  13,  1856. 

Sir  :  The  Indians  within  this  agency  have,  during  the  past  year, 
enjoyed  a  good  degree  of  health  and  prosperity. 
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At  a  census  recently  taken  there  were  seventeen  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  members  of  the  tribe  present,  being  an  increase  of  thirty-nine 
over  the  number  reported  last  year. 

The  improvements  made  have  fallen  far  short  of  our  intentions. 
We  have  only  nine  hundred  and  forty-three  acres  of  land  ploughed,  in 
forty-two  fields  of  different  sizes,  all  of  which  are  not  yet  enclosed. 
We  have  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  rods  of  fence.  Two 
hundred  acres  have  been  cultivated  in  wheat,  fifty  acres  in  oats,  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  acres  in  corn,  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
acres  in  potatoes,  one  hundred  and  nine  acres  in  ruta  baga  and  white 
turnips,  and  six  acres  in  peas,  beans,  and  buckwheat.  The  Indians 
cultivated  three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  of  the  aforesaid  land 
after  it  was  ploughed  for  them,  and  also  cultivate  numerous  gardens, 
which  they  dug  up  with  the  hoe.  Our  crops,  with  the  exception  of  a 
part  of  the  corn,  will  be  a  fair  average  with  the  crops  raised  in  the 
adjacent  counties.  The  Indians  used  the  scythes  furnished  them  as  a 
part  of  their  annuity  goods,  and  have  made  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  tons  of  hay,  and  two  hundred  and  seventy  tons  have  been  made 
by  employes.  A  blacksmith  shop,  with  two  forges,  a  carpenter  shop, 
a  warehouse,  fourteen  dwelling  houses,  a  school  house,  and  a  few 
stables  are  the  principal  buildings  erected.  The  loss  of  the  dam  at 
the  sa w  mill  was  a  serious  drawback  on  our  means  for  building.  The 
mill  is  now  in  operation  ;  we  have  lumber  seasoning,  and  the  Indians 
will  be  assisted  in  building  houses  this  fall. 

The  conduct  of  a  few  vicious  individuals  has  given  the  Winnebagoes 
a  bad  reputation  in  this  vicinity  ;  still  we  think  there  has  been  some 
improvement  in  their  habits  and  general  deportment  the  past  year. 
They  have  drank  less  whiskey,  and  consequently  have  been  more 
peaceable.  This  is,  perhaps,  owing  more  to  measures  taken  to  sup- 
press intemperance  than  to  voluntary  reformation. 

At  a  council  recently  held,  this  tribe,  by  a  very  large  majority, 
adopted  a  code  of  laws  for  the  protection  of  their  persons  and  prop- 
erty and  for  the  punishment  of  crimes.  Murder,  manslaughter,  rob- 
bery, and  larceny  have  not,  heretofore,  been  considered  crimes  against 
society,  but  nave  been  looked  upon  as  offences  against  individuals  and 
subject  only  to  personal  revenge  and  retaliation. 

This  tribe,  at  their  last  two  annuity  payments,  received  per  capita 
an  unusually  large  amount  of  money.  I  was  directed  to  observe  and 
report  the  effect  produced.  Some  few  have  learned  to  use  their  money 
with  economy,  but  wich  the  majority  the  result  has  been  to  encourage 
idleness  and  dissipation.  The  policy  of  paying  annuity  to  Indians  in 
money  is  objectionable.  Necessity  must  be  relied  on  mainly  in  effect- 
ing their  civilization.  They  are  indolent  from  inclination  and  habit, 
and  will  not  work  so  long  as  they  have  any  other  dependence  for  a 
living. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  FLETCHER, 
Indian  Agent. 

Fbascis  Huebschmanx,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 
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No.  15. 

Sioux  Agency,  September  24,  1856. 

Sir  :  Since  my  report  of  last  year  the  most  important  work  on  the 
reserve  has  been  the  finishing  the  saw  mills  at  Reel  Wood  and  Yellow 
Medicine.  At  the  latter  place  the  grist  mill  also  has  been  completed, 
and  I  expect  a  few  days  will  bring  the  grist  mill  at  Red  Wood  into 
operation. 

Above  Yellow  Medicine  river  734  acres  of  new  land  have  been 
ploughed  for  the  Sisiton  and  Wahpeton,  which,  in  addition  to  what  they 
had  before,  make  1,012  acres  in  all.  Many  Indian  houses  have  been 
built,  with  a  little  assistance  from  the  establishment,  and  at  Yellow 
Medicine  a  house  is  built  for  the  physician,  and  a  carpenter's  shop, 
with  some  other  improvements  that  has  been  delayed  for  want  of 
lumber,  which  is  now  supplied  by  the  mill. 

Below  Yellow  Medicine  246  acres  of  ploughing  have  been  added  to 
the  780  reported  in  last  year,  making  in  all  1,026  acres  now  under 
plough  for  the  Medawakantoan  and  Wahpakuta  Indians.  Of  these 
Indians  all  the  bands  have  this  year  planted  on  the  reserve. 

Of  three  bands  of  the  Sisiton  and  Wahpeton,  the  chiefs,  and  a 
large  portion  of  their  people,  still  obstinately  refuse  to  come  to  the 
reserve  ;  but  as  they  were  deprived  of  their  share  of  this  year's  an- 
nuity, by  way  of  punishment  for  their  non-compliance  with  their  re- 
peated engagements,  I  have  hope  that  next  spring  all  will  move  on 
to  the  reserve.  The  Indians  generally  have  been  very  troublesome 
this  year,  and  I  am  pained  to  have  to  state  of  them  that  they  have 
foolishly  begun  to  kill  the  cattle  of  the  department.  Five  were  de- 
stroyed in  one  night  by  the  Sisitons  and  Wahpetons,  and  one  by  the 
Madawakantoans  and  Wahpakutas. 

These  occurrences,  in  addition  to  the  constant  complaints  for  depre- 
dations among  themselves  and  their  trespasses  on  the  whites  settled 
on  the  reserve,  show  the  necessity  of  some  immediate  legal  tribunal 
to  take  cognizance  of,  and  provide  a  remedy  for  such  affairs.  It 
would  be  well  to  combine  with  such  a  measure  some  provision  by 
which  the  Indian  wars  may  be  put  an  end  to.  Recent  transactions 
prove  that  at  present  there  is  no  adequate  remedy  ;  and  the  murder, 
in  open  day,  of  a  poor  Indian  child,  (a  member  of  a  white  man's 
family,  and  a  protege  of  the  government,)  by  one  of  the  Chippewa 
war  parties,  is  evidence  of  the  necessity  of  some  greater  security  than 
the  frontier  citizens  at  present  possess. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  department  has  not  thought  proper 
to  expend  for  the  Indians  all  the  money  provided  by  the  treaty.  Too 
much  cannot  be  done  to  encourage  them  to  become  agriculturists,  the 
necessity  for  which  they  are  all  aware  of. 

But  the  expenditure  of  the  money  is  important  in  another  view. 
As  money  accumulates,  the  eyes  of  the  traders  are  fixed  on  it,  and  it 
becomes  a  bait  for  them,  to  attain  which  they  will  bribe  and  mislead 
the  Indian  ;  as  witness  the  proceeding  of  last  year,  a  proceeding 
which,  although  stayed,  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  ultimately  successful. 
Why  the  Indians  should  (by  express  order  of  the  department)  be 
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deprived  of  the  benefit  of  schools  I  cannot  understand.     I  have  re- 

featedly  communicated  to  the  department  the  demands  of  the  younger 
ndians  to  have  schools  according  to  treaty,  and  I  have  never  failed  to 
urge  on  the  department  the  great  importance  of  educating  the  younger 
Indians.  In  the  five  years  that  have  now  elapsed  since  the  treaty, 
how  many  young  men  have  grown  into  manhood  without  that 
scholastic  knowledge  that  might  have  produced  their  complete  civ- 
ilization, and  withdrawn  them  from  those  habits  of  life  that  are  so 
obnoxious  to  government  and  all  well  disposed  white  men.  I  shud- 
der when  I  think  of  the  serious  responsibility  thus  brought  on  the 
government  of  my  country,  and  reflect  that  we  are  probably  to  blame 
for  the  continuance  of  that  warfare,  with  all  its  barbarities,  for  which 
we  have  but  lately  been  taking  measures  to  make  victims  of  a  large 
number  of  the  Indians.  Is  it  not  the  imperative  duty  of  our  govern- 
ment to  stay  these  wars,  and  prevent  a  recurrence  of  them  by  ade- 
quate laws  and  by  enlightening  the  minds  of  these  her  wards  ? 

The  labors  of  this  office  are  three  times  that  of  any  other  agency. 
It  will  hardly  be  credited,  that  having,  in  the  last  three  and  a  half 
year 8,  dealt  out  in  small  sums  the  gross  amount  of  $562,000  and  up- 
ward**, my  pay  in  that  time  has  amounted  only  to  $3,500,  out  of 
which  I  am  required  to  maintain  myself. 

The  risk  of  loss  in  disbursing  such  a  sum  is  poorly  paid  by  the 
salary  allowed  me  ;  but  when,  in  addition,  there  are  the  serious  labors 
imposed  of  purchasing  materials  for  all  the  work,  and  seeing  to  their 
proper  application  ;  the  engaging  proper  workmen,  and  keeping  them 
at  their  duty  ;  the  listening  to  the  complaints  of  the  Indians,  and 
endeavoring  to  lead  them  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  govern- 
ment, together  with  the  necessity  of  also  accommodating,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  citizens  who  have  transactions  with  the  Indians,  and 
examining  their  complaints,  it  is  obvious  that  the  salary  is  altogether 
insufficient.  I  may  not  have  another  opportunity  of  remarking  that, 
during  the  whole  time  I  have  been  iu  office  my  duties  have  been 
most  perplexing.  The  removal  of  the  Indians,  at  all  times  a  trouble- 
some business,  has  never  been  completed ;  and,  in  addition  to  the 
severe  labor  occasioned  by  the  removal,  I  have  had  to  effect  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Indians  in  a  country  altogether  new  and  far  removed,  at 
the  time  we  began,  from  any  white  settlement  where  assistance  could 
be  obtained  ;  instead  of  the  petty  remuneration  given  for  all  this, 
($1,000  per  annum,)  there  ought  to  be  at  least  two  agencies  for  these 
Sioux,  and  then  $1,500  a  year,  for  each,  would  be  a  poor  recom- 
pense for  the  labor  and  anxiety,  in  addition  to  the  liabilities. 

At  the  commencement  of  my  term  of  service  as  agent  I  was  in- 
formed by  the  Commissioner  of  Indians  Affairs  that  the  agency 
buildings  could  not  be  commenced,  as  the  arrangements  for  Indian 
reserve  were  not  sufficiently  permanent.  This  obstacle  was  removed 
early  in  1854,  and  yet  two  years  and  a  quarter  have  been  suffered  to 
elapse  without  anything  being  done  towards  erecting  buildings.  At 
all  councils  that  I  have  held  with  the  Indians  it  has  been  necessary 
to  reprove  them  for  not  attending  to  the  wishes  of  their  Great  Father, 
but  they  have  always  been  ready  with  the  reply,  that  good  faith  has 
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not  been  kept  with  them ;  that  those  things  promised  them  at  the 
treaty  had  never  been  performed. 

Three  of  the  upper  bands  still  remain  off  the  reserve,  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  white  settlement,  giving  occasion  to  constant  complaints. 
Their  chiefs,  at  the  last  council  held  with  them,  say  positively  they 
will  not  come  to  the  reserve,  but  are  willing  to  do  so  whenever  the 
United  States  government  performs  it  promises  to  them.  It  is,  in- 
deed, absurd  to  suppose  that  any  good  can  be  accomplished  with  them, 
unless  the  Indian  Department  is  prepared  to  execute  every  part  of 
the  treaty. 

I  have  begun  to  despair  of  the  civilization  of  these  Indians.  Cer- 
tainly it  will  never  occur  from  any  act  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment unless  a  different  system  is  pursued.  No  promise,  and  surely 
no  threat,  on  the  part  of  the  government  by  government  officers, 
must  ever  be  made  without  being  pefornied  to  the  utmost  extent. 

Sincerely  hoping  that  in  future  the  Agent  of  the  United  States  may 
have  his  measures  so  carried  out  as  to  effect  real  good  for  the  Indians, 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

B.  G.  MURPHY, 

Indian  Agent. 

Francis  Huebscumann,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  16. 


Sioux  Agency,  September  3,  1856. 

Sir  :  It  gives  me  much  pleasure,  under  existing  circumstances,  to 
make  my  last  annual  report  to  you  of  the  farming  operations  of  the 
Lower  Sioux,  under  your  agency  for  a  second  term. 

Having  been  in  charge  of  this  farming  department  for  the  last  three 
and  a  half  years,  living  with  the  Sioux  and  identified  with  them,  I 
feel  it  a  duty  imposed  on  me  to  give  a  plain  statement  of  many  par- 
ticulars relating  to  my  office  during  that  period.  I  feel  that  it  is  im- 
portant to  be  known  to  all  persons  interested  for  the  Indians. 

Estimates  and  requisitions  have  annually  been  made  from  the  Sioux 
agency  office  for  all  the  funds  due  the  Sioux  by  treaty  stipulations. 

To  the  honor  of  the  President  and  Congress,  these  funds  to  the  full 
extent  have  been  annually  appropriated.  And  when  it  was  repre- 
sented a  few  years  ago  that  an  earlier  payment  of  the  annuities  would 
be  desirable,  these  appropriations  have  been  since  made  one  year  in 
advance. 

Have  the  officers  under  the  President  applied  these  funds  so  appro- 
priated in  the  manner  stipulated  by  the  treaties  ?  I  can  distinctly 
say,  no  !  The  treaties  say  these  funds  shall  be  annually  expended, 
whereas  large  amounts  have  been  kept  back,  and  are  now  in  arrear, 
and  that  after  repeated  applications  to  have  them  expended.  These 
arrears  are  not  mere  petty  sums,  surplusses  or  remnants  of  funds 
remaining  unexpended,  but  large  amounts,  thousand  and  tens  of 
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thousands,  and  in  some  cases  the  whole  fund  appropriated  for  a  special 
purpose. 

It  cannot  be  wondered  at  that  the  Indians  are  dissatisfied  and  con- 
stantly complaining,  making  the  want  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
government  officers  their  excuse  for  misconduct  of  every  kind,  and 
leading  them  to  be  at  all  times  inattentive  to  the  expressed  wishes  of 
the  agent,  superintendent  and  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs.  There 
are  always  about  the  Indians  people  disposed  to  give  them  ill  advice, 
and  to  take  advantage- of  such  circumstances  as  I  have  pointed  out,  to 
render  them  more  and  more  disinclined  to  that  course  of  life  that  has 
been  enjoined  them  by  their  Great  Father,  and  towards  which  they 
advance  rapidly,  were  it  not  for  the  just  causes  of  complaint  which  I 
have  named,  and  they  often  go  so  far  as  to  accuse  the  government  agent 
and  other  employee  of  the  United  States  government  of  stealing  their 
moneys.  Nay,  they  have  at  times  asserted  the  same  thing  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  all  the  officials  under  him. 

Now,  no  one  has  had  such  opportunity  of  knowing  the  real  state  of 
affairs  here  as  myself,  inasmuch  as  I  have  been  the  medium  of  com- 
munication between  the  government  agent  and  the  Indians  for  many 
years,  and  I  have  from  time  to  time  seen  the  letters  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  affairs,  complaining  that  more  work  was  not  done  for 
the  Indians,  and  shifting  all  blame  from  the  department  on  to  the 
shoulders  of  the  agent  or  the  superintendent.     This  has  been  very 
unjust,  as  far  as  agent  Murphy  was  concerned,  the  real  blame  resting 
with  the  department.     The  evil  at  this  place  has  arisen  principally 
on  the  postscript  of  the  letter  of  instructions  to  the  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs  dated  April  19,  1854.     By  this  the  superintendent 
was  authorized  to  dribble  out  the  funds  to  the  agent,  clearly  intimating 
that  the  commissioner  did  not  think  him  fit  to  be  entrusted  with 
the  money,  as  usual.     Remember,  at  this  time  the  superintendent  was 
not  under  security,  whilst  Major  Murphy,  in  addition  to  a  bond  in 
a  penalty  of  $50,000,  signed  by  very  responsible  sureties,  was  well 
known  to  possess  property  far  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  all  his  pos- 
sible liabilities  to  the  government ;  and  now  let  us  see  how  this  new 
system  worked.     The  expenditures  were  pressed  upon  the  agent  while 
the  funds  remained  locked  up  in  the  hands  of  the  superintendent,  and 
so  scantly  dealt  out  by  him  that  the  agent  was  continually  laying  out 
his  own  money,  and  obliged  to  withhold  vouchers  for  payment  made 
by  him  from  quarter  to  quarter  until,  by  repeated  visits  to  St.  Paul 
and  great  importunity,  he  could  squeeze  out  some  paltry  payment  on 
account  from  the  superintendent. 

The  department  is  now  aware  how  often  Major  Murphy  has  been 
obliged  to  retain  vouchers  for  monies  paid  by  him,  because  he  had  not 
sufficient  department  funds  to  cover  the  amounts. 

Agent  Murphy  has  been  removed,  and  fault  has  been  found  with 
him  for  not  pushing  on  the  Indian  work  vigorously,  whereas  the  cause 
of  the  delay  was  the  insufficient  fund  placed  at  his  disposal,  and  the 
uncertainty  he  was  always  kept  in  of  receiving  moneys  to  meet  his 
liabilities  as  agent.  Laborers  were  employed,  and  after  working  a 
month  or  two  had  to  be  discharged  for  want  of  funds  to  pay  their 
wages  and  buy  provisions,  &c.     Under  the  treaty  of  1851,  one  of  the 
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most  prominent  stipulations  was,  that  schools  were  to  be  established, 
for  which  $6,000  annually  was  appropriated.  Up  to  this  moment  we 
are  without  schools,  and  any  preparation  for  them  has  been  expressly 
prohibited  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

All  the  friends  of  the  Indians  had  looked  to  the  present  administra- 
tion with  confidence  that  the  business  of  education  would  be  prose- 
cuted with  vigor ;  but  they  have  looked  in  vain,  and  this,  the  most 
important  step  for  the  Indian's  present,  as  well  as  eternal,  welfare,  is 
utterly  neglected.  And  this  is  not  the  worst :  the  fund  of  1837  is  still 
in  arrear,  to  which  five  years  of  the  1851  treaty  is  added,  making  an 
accumulation  of  $60,000  of  education  money  belonging  to  the  Lower 
Sioux  alone,  to  tempt  the  cupidity  of  those  who  look  upon  it  as  their 
interest  to  retain  the  Indian  in  his  present  state  of  barbarism. 

Instead  of  the  propriety  of  conduct  that  might  be  taught  and  en- 
forced under  a  school  system,  our  sabbaths  are  now  occupied  by  war 
songs  and  dances,  horse  races,  ball  play,  and  other  Indian  immorali- 
ties, whilst  the  Indians  are  dissatisfied  that  this  important  part  of  the 
treaty  is  neglected. 

Last  year  we,  at  length,  got  our  saw-mill  at  work.  The  consequence 
has  been  that  our  buildings  have  made  some  progress  this  summer ; 
but  our  agricultural  operations  have  dragged  on  heavily,  for  want  of 
sufficient  supplies  of  money.  A  large  portion  of  this  year's  work  has 
been  done  on  credit,  and  some  of  the  employes  have  five  months'  pay 
due  them,  and  this  whilst  thousands  of  dollars  of  the  Indian  money 
lies  in  the  hands  of  some  officer  of  the  Indian  Department. 

In  my  report  of  last  year,  I  gave  an  account  of  land  ploughed 
or  broken  for  the  Lower  Sioux  by  contract  and  our  Indian  teams.  This 
year  new  breaking  has  been  added,  as  follows  :  by  contract,  102  acres ; 
and  by  agency  teams,  144  acres,  together,  246  acres,  which,  added  to 
last  year's  account  of  780  acres,  makes  a  total  of  1,026  acres  now 
under  plough. 

Lumber  has  been  hauled,  and  roofs  put  upon  nine  houses  for  In- 
dians who  have  separated  themselves  from  the  community  system. 

Three  hundred  tons  of  hay  have  been  cut  for  the  cattle  and  horses. 

Three  large  roof  houses  have  been  built ;  two  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  of  land  fenced  for  the  Indian  farms ;  one  hundred  and  twelve 
acres  of  land  sowed  in  wheat.  Forty  acres  of  the  land  ploughed  by 
the  agency  teams  have  been  fenced  and  sowed  in  ruta  baga,  turnips 
and  oats ;  but  the  oats  were  late,  and  will  yield  no  crop,  whilst  the 
turnips,  on  which  we  relied  partly  for  winter  feed  of  cattle,  are  nearly 
all  taken  off  by  the  Indians.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  stop  their 
depredations,  but  to  no  purpose.  They  say  the  money  is  theirs,  the 
farms  and  all  the  products,  and  they  will  help  themselves  to  anything 
they  see  growing. 

Other  forty  acres,  planted  early  in  corn  and  oats,  were  destroyed  by 
the  hail  storm. 

One  house,  thirty  by  twenty,  has  been  finished  and  painted  for  super- 
intendent of  farming;  one  other  house,  of  same  size,  prepared  for  a 
school-house.     The  physician's  house  has  been  repaired  and  partly 

Sainted.     A  carpenter's  shop,  blacksmith's  house,  store  house,  and  a 
welling  house  for  the  chief,  Wabasha w,  have  been  erected,  and  arc 
now  in  course  of  finishing. 
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The  saw  mill  has  been  improved  and  put  in  complete  operation, 
but  the  water  is  low.  The  Indians  are  clamorous  for  lumber,  and 
cannot  be  supplied  fast  enough.  The  grist  mill  will  be  ready  to  run 
in  a  few  days. 

I  again  repeat,  that  much  of  this  summer's  work  has  been  done  on 
credit.  This  cannot  be  continued,  and  the  laborers  must  be  dis- 
charged and  the  work  stopped  unless  a  different  system  is  commenced. 

The  blacksmith's  department  has  been  carried  on  by  one  smith  only, 
without  an  assistant,  most  of  the  summer,  owing  to  the  allowed  salary 
being  insufficient.  We  have  now  a  second  smith  and  an  assistant,  on 
trial  for  one  month,  to  determine  whether  they  can  live  on  the  present 
salary. 

As  usual,  I  have  to  report  that  there  is  no  dwelling  house  for  the 
agent,  no  office,  no  council  house,  and  no  interpreter's  house. 

The  Indian  crops  are  short;  and  some,  having  no  corn  at  all,  will 
be  obliged  to  leave  the  reserve  to  subsist  during  the  winter. 

As  to  the  good  conduct  of  the  Indians  I  cannot  boast.     We  have  § 
had  more  trouble  with  them  the  past  three  or  four  years  than  I  have 
known  in  thirty-four  years  that  I  have  lived  with  them. 

Scythes  were  supplied  to  about  twenty,  to  cut  hay  for  their  horses ; 
but  some  of  them  broke  or  sold  their  scythes,  leaving  their  horses  to 
hunt  food  for  themselves  in  the  winter.  For  those  that  made  hay, 
I  have  had  the  agency  teams  assist  in  hauling. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  state,  in  corroboration  of  my  report,  the 
amounts  due,  since  the  commencement  of  Major  Murphy's  last  term, 
for  agricultural,  civilization,  and  school  purposes,  under  the  treaties  of 
1837  and  1851,  and  the  amounts  placed  in  his  hands,  and  expended. 
The  balance  shows  what  remains  with  the  Indian  Department  un- 
applied. 

Under  treaty  of  1837  : 
Amount  of  education  money  returned,  and  agricultural, 

into  the  sub-treasury  by  A.  J.  Bruce  -  -     $41,000  00 

Amount  due  the  Indians  upon  A.  J.  Bruce' 8  abstracts 

on  his  last  settlement  -  2,500  00 

Under  treaty  of  1851 : 

For  manual  labor,  schools,  mills,  &c.    -  -  -       30,000  00 

Civilization  and  agriculture       -  -  -  60,000  00 

Education 30,000  00 


Paid  over  to  and  expended  by  Agent  Murphy : 

Second  quarter  1853  -  -  -$14,657  60 

Fourth  quarter  1853  -  -  -     5,125  00 

Second  quarter  1854  -  -  -  10,349  50 

Third  quarter  1854   -  6,390  57 

First  quarter  1855    -  -  .  600  00 

Second  quarter  1855  -  -  -     5,964  42 

Third  quarter  1855  -  -  -     7,721  00 

Fourth  quarter  1855  -  -  -     4,634  91 
39 


163,500  00 
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First  quarter  1856   ....  $2,340  49 
Second  quarter  1856  -  -  -     6,280  10 


$63,953  59 


Balance  remaining  with  the  department  -  -        99,536  41 

Oat  of  this  sum  of  $41,000  returned  into  the  treasury 
by  agent  A.  J.  Bruce,  I  have  been  informed  a  sum  of 
$4,700  was  paid  to  Commissioners  Ewing  and  Pease,  ap- 
pointed to  distribute  the  allowance  to  the  half-breeds 
and  traders,  under  the  treaty  of  1837.  This  expense,  I 
believe,  has  always  been  borne  by  the  United  States, 
but  if  not,  should  have  been  charged  against  the  half- 
breeds  and  traders.  I  also  suppose  a  sum  of  near 
$10,000  was  taken  from  the  same  money  to  supply 
horses  and  cattle  to  the  Indians  at  the  commencement  of 
agent  McLean's  term.  These  sums,  if  correct,  amount- 
ing to  $14,700,  would  reduce  the  above  stated  balance  to     $84,836  41 

I  now  proceed  to  show  what  has  been  done  with  the  $63,063  59 
placed  in  the  hands  of  agent  Murphy. 

Expended  at  Redwood. 

1  warehouse  60  x  24,  built  of  round  logs,  shingled  and 

floored  with  pine,  value          ...            -  $1,000  00 

1  farm  house       ------  500  00 

1  smith  house     ------  500  00 

1  shop  and  house             -----  500  00 

1  laborer's  house             -----  150  00 

1  root  house        ------  200  00 

240  acres  broken             -----  1,240  00 

Same  fenced        ------  720  00 

Road 8  made  and  bridged            -            -            -  200  00 

Provisions  furnished  to  laborers  1 ,000  00 

Fay  of  two  farmers  for  three  years  and  one  quarter       -  3,900  00 

Fay  of  one  smith  for  three  years  and  one  quarter           -  1,950  00 

Fay  of  one  striker  for  three  years           -            -            -  720  00 

For  tools,  iron,  steel  and  coal    -            -            -            -  780  00 

1  stable  for  teams           -----  150  00 


13,510  00 


Expended  at  the  agency  eight  miles  below  Redwood  and  at  the  imZb  on 

Redwood. 

1  warehouse  60  x  20,  built  of  round  logs,  shingled  and 

double  floored  -  ...       $1,200  00 

1  smith's  shop  and  tools  ....  270  00 
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Iron,  steel,  coals,  &c.     ..... 

3  dwelling  houses  ..... 
1  cook  house       ------ 

1  store  house       ------ 

2  stables  ------ 

786  acres  of  land  broken  .... 

16  houses  built  for  Indians  and  chiefs 
Physician's  salary,  three  and  a  quarter  years     - 
Medicines  and  instruments         - 

4  farmers,  three  and  a  quarter  years      -  -  - 
Provisions,  three  and  a  quarter  years,  for  employes 
Lumber               ------ 

26  yoke  of  oxen  ----- 

3  span  of  horses  - 

4  sets  of  harness  - 
3  wagons            ------ 

30  ox  chains  and  yokes  ...  - 

Agricultural  implements  - 

Transportation  of  provisions,  &c.  -  -  - 

500  acres,  part  cross-ploughed  and  part  harrowed  in 

1855,  and  700  acres,  part  cross-ploughed  and  part 
harrowed  in  1856        -  -  -  -  - 

Making  roads     ------ 

1  saw  and  1  flouring  mill  at  Redwood  Falls 
Hauling  for  government  paid  to  Gov.  Gorman  by  con- 
tractor for  transport   -  -  -  -  - 

Total  estimate  of  work  done 

I  trust  this  unpleasant  detail  will  be  sufficiently  apologized  for  by 
my  anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  the  Indians,  and  my  feeling  that  it  is 
my  imperative  duty  not  to  withhold  the  truth. 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

P.  PRESCOTT, 
Superintendent  farming  for  Stincx^ 

P.  S. — It  is  generally  believed  by  the  people  of  this  Territory  that 
most  of  the  improvements  here,  such  as  building  roads,  bridges,  fences, 
&c,  have  been  done  by  the  United  States  government.  This  is  not 
the  fact ;  all  the  works  here,  and  even  carrying  the  mail  from  Fort 
Ridgely  to  Yellow  Medicine,  a  distance  of  forty-eight  miles,  has  been 
done  with  Indian  moneys. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

P.  PRESCOTT, 
Superintendent  farming  for  Siouv* 
Hqor  Richard  G.  Murphy, 

United  State*  Indian  Agent* 
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No.  17. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  November  20,  1856. 

Sir  :  An  examination  of  the  annual  report  of  P.  Prescott,  superin- 
tendent of  farming  for  the  Sioux  Indians  in  Minnesota  Territory,  dated 
September  3,  1856,  and  addressed  to  Major  Murphy,  late  agent,  has 
led  me  to  believe  that  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  in  the  way  of  do- 
mesticating those  Indians  has  been  the  employment  of  Mr.  Prescott 
in  the  very  important  position  he  has  occupied  with  the  tribe.  His 
report  bears  unmistakable  evidence  that  he  has  entertained  and  har- 
bored very  erroneous  views  ;  and  that  imparting  them  to  the  Indians, 
as  he  doubtless  has  done,  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  have  been  con- 
stantly dissatisfied,  and  hence  have  been  difficult  to  be  controlled  or 
managed. 

Without  admitting  the  correctness  of  or  reviewing  the  account  cur- 
rent which  Mr.  Prescott  parades  in  his  report  as  superintendent  of 
farming,  and  in  which  he  treats  of  matters  altogether  foreign  to  his 
duties,  and  in  relation  to  which  he  cannot  be  presumed  to  be  accu- 
rately informed,  and  without  adverting  to  his  volunteer  defence  of  the 
removed  agent,  it  may  be  observed  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  agent 
Murphy  had,  according  to  his  own  showing  in  his  annual  report,  dated 
September  24,  1856,  paid  out  to  and  expended  for  these  Indians  the 
large  sum  of  $562,000  in  three  and  a  half  years,  and  the  very  meagre 
account  of  lands  ploughed  and  fenced  and  other  improvements  which 
the  superintendent  of  farming  exhibits,  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation 
that  a  considerable  amount  of  funds  for  objects  of  education,  improve- 
ment, and  other  useful  ends  has  been  retained  in  the  treasury,  and 
may  now,  it  is  hoped,  be  expended  under  more  favorable  auspices. 

Mr.  Prescott  speaks  of  this  report  being  his  last  one  ;  to  this  there 
can  certainly  be  no  objection.  And  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  tem- 
per and  spirit  manifested  by  him  in  it  had  not  been  disclosed  at  an 
earlier  day,  and  his  official  connexion  with  the  Sioux  Indians  been 
thus  severed  long  since. 

In  the  selection  of  a  successor  to  this  superintendent  of  farming, 
you  will  admonish  agent  Plandran  to  exercise  great  care  and  caution, 
to  the  end  that  the  services  of  a  man  suitable  in  every  respect  for  a 
post  of  such  great  responsibility  may  be  obtained. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  go  into  any  defence  of  my  action  in 
the  premises.  The  fact  that  so  little  can  be  shown  for  the  large  sums 
of  money  disbursed,  I  may  and  do  regret ;  but  that  there  is  still  in 
the  treasury  large  sums  for  educational  and  agricultural  uses  among 
the  Sioux,  which,  had  they  gone  forward,  it  is  to  be  feared,  would 
have  been  no  more  judiciously  applied  than  the  moneys  remitted,  is  a 
source  of  congratulation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Rervant, 

GEO.  W.  MANYPENNY, 

Commissioner . 

F.  Huebschmann,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  MUwauhie,  Wisconsin. 
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No.  18. 

Siseeok  and  Wahpeton  Establishment, 

September  20,  1856. 

Sir  :  Having  failed  in  obtaining  the  irons  for  our  mills  last  fall,  it 
was  late  this  spring  before  any  further  progress  could  be  made  in 
them.  They  are  now  in  operation,  but  the  water  in  the  Yellow  Med- 
icine river  is  so  low  at  this  period  of  the  year  that  the  saw  mill  cannot 
accomplish  a  great  amount  of  work.  With  the  attendance  of  one 
man  as  sawyer  we  make  an  average  of  1,000  feet  in  light  wood,  and 
750  feet  in  white  oak  during  the  day  of  10  hours.  I  should  work 
during  the  night  also,  but  the  water  in  the  dam  becomes  too  low  at 
the  close  of  the  10  hours  to  make  it  profitable.  The  contractors  broke 
about  360  acres  of  land  at  Lac  qui  Parle  and  Yellow  Medicine.  The 
teams  with  which  you  supplied  me  this  spring  have  broken  300  acres 
above  Lac  qui  Parle  in  the  neighborhood  of  IJig  Stone  lake  and  Lac 
Travers,  and  also  75  acres  at  Yellow  Medicine.  I  have  also  broken 
near  here  about  70  acres  of  bottom  land,  and  afield  of  4  acres  for  an 
Indian  who  wishes  to  make  a  separate  farm. 

Acres. 

There  are,  therefore,  now  under   plough  for   the  Sisiton   and 
Wahpeton  at  Big  Stone  lake  and  Lac  Travers,  in  8  different 

parcels,           -------  300 

At  Lac  qui  Parle           ------  70 

Opposite  the  mouth  of  Mya  Waken,  in  4  parcels          -            -  250 

Near  Can  Mya  Sica        ------  40 

At  Mahpuja,  Wicasta's  village              -            -            -  48 

At  the  upper  Yellow  Medicine,  in  3  parcels      -            -            -  112 

At  Iagmani' s  village,  in  2  pieces           -            -            -            .  130 

In  fields  for  separate  Indian  farms  of  about  3  acres  each          -  27 
At  this  place      -------35 

Making  in  all, 1,012 

All  the  Indians,  but  particularly  those  near  here,  have  raised  suffi- 
cient corn  to  subsist  them  during  the  winter.  Iagmani's  band  had 
over  40  acres  in  potatoes,  which  are  yielding  a  fair  average  crop  of  ex- 
cellent quality.  The  majority  of  them  have  corn  and  potatoes  to  sell 
after  retaining  a  proper  supply  for  food  and  seed.  I  have  prepared 
upwards  of  250  tons  of  hay  for  the  support  of  the  28  head  of  cattle 
and  4  horses  in  my  charge.  Have  a  sufficient  supply  of  logs  to  keep 
the  saw  mill  going  until  winter,  and  have  erected  one  house,  30  by  20, 
for  the  use  of  the  physician  ;  also  a  carpenter's  shop,  which  will  be 
finished  before  winter,  and  shall  have  a  large  stable  finished  be- 
fore winter,  and  shall  have  a  large  stable  and  cattle  shed  also  ready 
for  winter  use,  with  as  many  other  buildings  for  the  convenience  of 
the  establishment^  as  our  supply  of  lumber  will  enable  us  to  erect. 
The  Indians  are  cutting  saw  logs  to  be  sawed  on  shares  to  enable 
them  to  finish  the  log  houses  they  have  erected  for  themselves. 

The  20  bushels  of  wheat  sown  this  spring  have  yielded  well,  but 
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aot  being  threshed,  I  cannot  state  accurately  the  amount.  We  shall 
have  enough  to  furnish  seed  to  all  Indians  desiring  to  raise  wheat. 
1  have  to  repeat  my  regret  that  we  cannot  obtain  schools.  The  fifth 
year  since  the  treaty  has  now  expired,  and  it  is  matter  of  surprise 
to  the  Indians  that,  whilst  they  are  at  all  times  promised  the  faithful 
and  literal  fulfilment  of  the  treaty,  they  see  no  attempt  made  to  give 
them  what  they  had  esteemed  the  most  important  part  of  it. 
I  am.  sir,  yours  respectfully, 

A.  ROBERTSON, 
Farmer  for  Sisxton  and  Wahpeton. 
Major  Richakd  G.  Murphy, 

U.  S.  Indian  Agent. 


No.  19. 


FOUBTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PAJUTAZEE  MISSION  SCHOOL. 

Pajutezeb,  M.  T.,  September  17,  1856. 

The  whole  number  who  have  attended  this  school  as  scholars  within 
the  year,  exclusive  of  four  of  our  own  children,  not  embraced  in  this 
report,  is  fifty-eight.  Of  these,  four  males  and  two  females,  all  of 
mixed  blood,  read  and  write  English,  and  study  arithmetic  and 
Morse's  geography.  Two  boys,  one  a  half-breed  and  the  other  all 
Dacota,  read  in  the  English  Testament;  their  ages  are  between  six 
and  ten  years.  Two,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  between  four  and  six  yean 
old,  spell  English ;  the  girl  is  a  full  Dacota.  The  above  ten  all  speak 
English,  and  understand  it  as  well  as  Dacota.  One  young  woman 
reads  English,  and  reads  and  writes  Dacota  ;  she  is  full  Dacota. 

•Six  young  men,  all  but  one  of  them  full  Dacotas,  read  Dacota 
Wawxpiwekan  fluently,  and  write  legibly.  Eight,  four  males  and 
females,  read  well  in  Wawxpiwekan  or  Dacota  Scriptures,  and  write 
a  little.  Fifteen,  eleven  males  and  four  females,  read  in  Wownpietk- 
tewa  and  Woonspeinonpe.  Some  of  these  have  been  writing  on  slates, 
but  none  of  them  have  as  yet  made  much  progress  in  learning  to  write. 
Ten,  eight  boys  and  two  girls,  spell  in  words  of  four  letters,  and  some 
of  them  in  words  of  several  syllables.  Eight  others  are  learning  the 
alphabet  and  to  spell  in  words  of  three  letters. 

Three  of  the  scholars  embraced  in  this  report  have  been  boarded  in 
the  mission  family  here,  and  one  boy  under  the  care  of  this  station, 
and  supported  by  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  in  a  white  family  near  Traverse 
des  Sioux,  is  taught  to  read  English,  and  instructed  in  the  arts  of 
civilized  life,  but  not  included  in  the  above  fifty-eight,  as  he  has  not 
attended  school  here.  Miss  J.  S.  Williamson  has  been  very  diligent 
in  teaching  whenever  any  could  be  induced  to  attend  school,  and  at 
no  former  time  since  we  have  resided  here  has  the  number,  near 
enough  to  attend  school,  been  near  so  great.  Yet  the  attendance  has 
been  email,  certainly  not  more  than  half  as  great  on  an  average  as  it 
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might  have  been  had  the  people  felt  as  much  interest  in  education  as 
at  some  former  time. 

The  average  attendance  for  the  several  quarters  of  the  year  has  been 
as  follows: 

For  the  quarter  ending  December  31,  1865,  9£  for  30  days. 
For  the  quarter  ending  March  31,  1856,  13£  for  60  days. 
For  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1856,  9£  lor  40  days. 

For  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1856,  10  for  40  days. 
About  equal  to  an  average  of  ten  scholars  for  three  quarters  of  twelve 
weeks  each,  and  if  the  attendance  of  the  scholars  boarded  in  our  family 
and  that  of  five  of  the  most  advanced  scholars  of  mixed  blood  was 
taken  out,  this  average  would  be  reduced  about  one  half.  It  is  painful 
to  notice  this  diminished  interest  of  these  Indians  in  education,  and 
to  recur  again  to  what  we  believe  to  be  the  cause  of  it,  namely,  the 
withholding  by  the  United  States  government  of  that  part  of  the 
annuities  of  this  people  set  apart  for  education.  This,  as  viewed  by 
these  Indians,  is  saying  to  them  in  the  strongest  language  that  the 
rulers  of  the  United  States  think  education  is  for  them  useless. 

You  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  efforts  making  to  divert  this  fund  to 
other  purposes,  in  such  a  way  that  the  fund  set  apart  to  promote  edu- 
cation among  this  poor  ignorant  people  would  serve  as  a  bribe  to 
them  to  oppose  schools  and  Christianity,  since  but  for  your  vigilance 
and  activity  in  defeating  it,  an  attempt  of  this  kind  last  winter  would 
probably  have  proved  successful.  Though  we  must  lament  that  the 
Dacotas  give  too  little  attention  to  instruction  in  religion  or  letters, 
we  do  not  think  our  labors  have  been  in  vain.  Some,  we  hope,  are 
truly  pious ;  and  you  have  seen  that  those  who  have  attended  most 
to  our  instructions  are  doing  more  to  improve  their  temporal  condi- 
tion, by  cultivating  the  earth,  and  erecting  houses,  than  the  other 
Dakotas. 

Though  the  season  has  not  been  particularly  favorable,  the  Dacotas, 
both  in  this  neighborhood  and  Lac  qui  Parle,  where  we  formerly 
labored,  have  made  more  corn  and  potatoes  than  they  can  eat  in  a 
year,  a  circumstance  which  never  occurred  before. 

Very  respectlully,  yours, 

THOS.  S  WILLIAMSON. 

Major  K.  G.  Murphy, 

Agent  for  Dacotas. 


No.  20. 


Hazlewood,  Minnesota, 
October  21,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  year  past  at  Hazlewood  Mission  station  has  been 
occupied  much  as  its  predecessors.  The  chapel  which  we  had  com- 
menced last  fall,  although  not  yet  completely  finished,  has  been  occu- 
pied for  the  purposes  intended  since  the  1st  of  May  last.  When  com- 
pleted it  will  have  cost  about  $650 ;  of  which  $200  were  furnished  by 
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the  American  Board  of  Missions,  and  the  remainder  by  oar  Indian 

young  men  and  a  few  white  persons  in  the  country. 

No  Dacota  school  has  been  kept  up  at  this  station.  About  a  year 
since  our  female  boarding  school  went  into  operation.  In  connexion 
with  this,  an  English  school  has  been  kept  up  during  the  entire  year. 
We  have  been  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Mrs.  Annie  Ackley, 
a  good  female  teacher  from  Granville,  Ohio,  who  reached  this  place 
in  May  last.  This  school,  not  intended  to  be  large,  has  ranged  from 
eight  to  ten  during  the  year.  As  yet  they  have  been  chiefly  half- 
breeds.  There  is  more  difficulty  in  obtaining  full-blood  Dacota  girls 
than  we  anticipated.  I  have  no  doubt,  however,  we  shall  finally  suc- 
ceed. 

Similar  schools  started  on  the  part  of  the  government  would  tend 
to  popularize  the  effort.  The  small  fields  in  this  neighborhood, 
broken  up  last  season  by  the  teams  of  the  department,  have  this  year 
all  been  cultivated,  and  yielded  goods  crops. 

Potatoes  and  corn  have  paid  well  for  the  labor  here,  which  has  not 
been  the  case  in  some  other  parts  of  the  reserve. 

There  are  other  families  here  who  have  been  exceedingly  anxious  to 
have  prairie  broken  for  them  this  season,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
the  promises  made  them  have  not  been  fulfilled.  In  building  houses 
they  have  made  a  little  progress,  but  not  so  much  as  I  hoped  They 
have,  however,  labored  against  many  difficulties  with  but  little  help 
from  any  source.  It  is  very  desirable  that  in  this  respect  the  govern- 
ment should  give  them  encouragement  and  assistance  in  future. 

We  congratulate  ourselves  and  our  Dacota  friends  on  the  formation 
of  a  new  Dacota  band,  on  the  principle  of  education,  labor  y  and  the 
adoption  of  the  dress  and  habits  of  white  men.  This  we  regard  as  the 
gathering  up  of  our  missionary  efforts  for  the  last  twenty  years.  The 
present  movement,  resulting  in  the  formation  of  a  constitutional  gov- 
ernment and  an  elected  executive,  has  embodied  our  teaching.  We 
cannot  but  rejoice  in  it.  And  we  rejoice,  moreover,  that  the  new  gov- 
ernment met  with  so  much  encouragement  and  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  the  agent.  It  is  a  small  beginning,  but  I  regard  it  as  the 
nucleus  of  an  extensive  movement  in  the  right  direction  among  the 
Dacotas.  This  band  needs  assistance  from  government  in  various  re- 
spects, but  especially  in  regard  to  education. 

Trusting  that  this  help  will  be  cordially  and  liberally  extended  to 
them  in  future,  I  remain  yours,  very  truly, 

S.  R.  RIGGS. 
Dacota  Indian  Agent* 


No.  21. 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

St.  Louis,  September  25,  1856. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  regulations  and 
the  usages  of  the  department,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing as  my  annual  report  for  the  present  year. 
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The  country  inhabited  by  the  various  Indian  tribes  of  this  superin- 
tendency  may  be  characterized  as  unsuited  to  agricultural  purposes, 
with  the  exception  of  a  narrow  belt,  beginning  at  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  Kansas  Territory,  and  bordering  upon  the  Missouri  State 
line  and  the  Missouri  river,  extending  northwestwardly  to  the  valley  of 
the  l'Eau  qui  Court,  and  a  tract  of  country  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Missouri,  which  extends  from  the  Big  Sioux  northwardly  about  eighty- 
five  miles  to  Dorion's  Bluff.  This  region  is  fertile,  but  scantily  sup- 
plied with  wood  and  coal.  The  residue  of  the  country,  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  49th  parallel  of  latitude,  on  the  south  by  the  Ar- 
kansas river,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Rocky  mountains,  is,  for  the 
most  part,  badly  supplied  with  water  and  timber,  but  produces  buffalo 
grass  luxuriantly,  which  retains  much  of  its  nutritious  quality  during 
the  winter,  and  may  perhaps  eventually  prove  valuable  for  grazing 
districts. 

I  am  gratified  in  being  able  to  report  that  the  Blackfeet,  Flathead, 
Nez  Perces,  and  other  Indian  tribes,  parties  to  the  treaty  of  the  Judith, 
residing  on  or  near  the  headwaters  of  the  Missouri  river,  have  been 
at  peace  since  the  negotiation  of  tbat  treaty,  and  have  refused  all  par- 
ticipation in  the  hostilities  of  the  tribes  of  Oregon  and  Washington 
Territories.  •  » 

The  establishment  of  a  common  hunting  ground  has  produced  bene- 
ficial results,  and  the  exchange  of  horses,  peltry,  and  other  articles 
of  barbarous  commerce,  has  succeeded  to  the  conflicts  of  war  and  ra- 
pine. The  treaty  amply  provides  for  the  instruction  of  the  Blackfeet 
in  the  arts  of  civilization  ;  and  they  may  hereafter  attain  the  same 
advancement  in  Christianization,  and  in  the  peaceful  •  arts,  as  their 
neighbors,  the  Flatheads,  Nez  Perces,  and  others,  who  have  been  so 
long  fostered  and  instructed  by  the  self-sacrificing  Jesuits  on  the  wes- 
tern slope  of  the  mountains.  The  Blackfeet,  though  absolutely  bar- 
barous, are  yet  intelligent,  and,  to  a  great  degree,  tractable.  The 
Blackfeet  country  abounds  with  buffalo,  elk,  deer,  and  other  game, 
and  though  fit  for  grazing,  it  partakes  of  the  general  sterility  before 
adverted  to.  It  contains  however  a  few  districts,  limited  in  extent,  but 
adapted  to  cultivation,  and  supplied  with  some  timber  and  water. 

The  Missouri  river  is  navigable  for  boats  drawing  thirty-four  inches 
from  a  point  twenty-five  miles  below  its  falls  to  its  mouth,  a  distance 
of  more  than  twenty-nine  hundred  miles.  Thirty-five  miles  below 
the  Judith  begins  the  first  of  the  three  inconsiderable  rapids,  none  of 
which  present  any  important  obstacle  to  navigation.  When  the  char- 
acter of  the  navigation  of  tjie  river  becomes  more  generally  known,  it 
will  be  the  thoroughfare  to  Utah,  Oregon,  and  Washington  Territo- 
ries. In  ascending  this  river  beyond  Fort  Benton,  the  first  fall  is 
eighty-nine  feet  in  perpendicular  height.  The  upper  fall,  seven  miles 
beyond  this,  is  thirty-five  feet  in  height.  The  intermediate  space  pre- 
sents minor  falls  and  a  succession  of  rapids.  Above  the  falls  there  is 
uninterrupted  navigation  for  small  boats  for  three  hundred  miles,  in 
a  southerly  direction. 

The  country  lying  between  the  Missouri  and  the  Yellowstone  rivers 
is  peculiarly  sterile  and  destitute  of  both  wood  and  water.  The 
navigation  of  the  Yellowstone  extends  six  hundred  miles  from  its 
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mouth  for  boats  drawing  thirty  inches.  The  far  company  haying 
abandoned  their  post  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rose  Bud,  there  is  now  no 
trading  post  or  other  white  settlement  on  the  Yellowstone  or  its 
tributaries. 

The  Crow  Indians  inhabit  the  country  bordering  on  the  Powder, 
Big  Horn,  and  Yellowstone  rivers.  They  possess  large  herds  of  horses, 
are  warlike,  and  depend  exclusively  upon  the  chase  for  the  means  of 
subsistence.  Hitherto,  difficulties  have  attended  the  delivery  of  the 
annuity  goods  to  the  Crows,  and  their  agent  has  been  instructed  to 
meet  the  tribe  at  their  hunting-grounds,  and  consult  their  choice  as  to 
the  future  place  of  delivery — whether  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yellowstone 
or  at  Fort  Laramie. 

The  Assinaboines,  speaking  a  Sioux  dialect,  inhabit  a  country  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Missouri,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Yellowstone. 
They  are  expert  hunters,  and  subsist  exclusively  by  the  chase ;  pos- 
sessing few  horses,  they  use  the  Esquimaux  dogs  as  beasts  of  burden, 
and  make  their  "surrounds"  on  foot. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri  river,  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Yellowstone,  resides  a  tribe  formerly  know  as  the  Minnitarees,  now 
called  the  Gros  Ventres  of  the  Missouri ;  they  speak  a  Crow  dialect. 
From  their  principal  village,  near  Fort  Berthold,  which  is  situated 
about  48°  407  north,  to  the  settlements  at  Pembina,  on  the  Bed  river, 
the  distance  does  not  exeeed  two  hundred  miles,  in  an  eastern  course. 
This  will  probably  be  found  the  easiest  and  most  expeditious  route  for 
transportation  to  and  from  the  Bed  river  settlements. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  river,  a  few  miles  below  the  Gros  Ventres, 
are  the  villages  of  the  Mandans  and  Arrickarees.  These  three  small 
tribes,  each,  cultivate  more  corn,  beans,  and  other  vegetables  than 
are  requisite  for  their  subsistence.  During  the  spring  and  summer 
they  inhabit  "dirt  lodges,"  but  as  soon  as  their  crops  are  gathered 
and  "cached,"  they  betake  themselves  to  their  skin  lodges  in  the 
timber,  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  and  preparing  their  buffalo  robes 
and  meat. 

The  Mandans  are  a  highly  intelligent  and  dignified  people,  speak- 
ing a  language  entirely  dissimilar  from  that  of  their  neighbors. 
The  Arrickarees  speak  the  Pawnee  language.  These  three  last  men- 
tioned tribes  expose  their  dead  on  scaffolds ;  they  are  the  only  tribes 
in  this  superintendency  that  construct  their  own  boats,  which  consist 
of  buffalo  skins  drawn  over  circular  frames  of  willow.  The  vicinity  of 
the  Mandan  village  would  be  a  desirable  location  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  mission  and  manual  labor  schools,  where  the  children  of 
those  tribes  might  be  instructed  in  useful  knowledge. 

I  would  recommend  a  separate  agency  for  the  Crows,  Assinaboines, 
Gros  Ventres,  Mandans,  and  Arrickarees,  from  the  sources  of  the  up- 

Ser  Missouri ;  and  the  appointment  of  an  additional  agent  for  the 
ioux. 

^  The  country  bordering  on  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri  river,  from 

the  Gros   Ventres  to  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sioux,  is  claimed  and 

sparsely  occupied  by  the  Yanctonees  and  Yanoton  bands  of  Sioux. 

In  consequence  of  the  repeated  hostilities  of  the  Yanctonees  against 

he  half-breeds  of  Pembina!  on  the  Bed  river,  it  seems  to  be  very 
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necessary  that  a  well  defined  line  should  he  established  between  the 
parties,  which  will  tend  to  prevent  future  aggressions.  Both  of  these 
hands  of  Sioux  cultivate  the  soil  to  some  extent.  The  Yanctonees, 
however,  depend  chiefly  on  game  for  subsistence,  which  with  them 
still  continues  abundant.  The  Yanctons,  on  the  contrary,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  precarious  supply  of  game,  realize  the  necessity  of  relying 
to  a  greater  extent  upon  cultivation :  agriculture,  in  a  short  time, 
will  be  their  only  reliance  for  food. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri  are  found  the  Unc-Papas,  Sans  Arcs, 
Three  Kettles,  and  Blackfeet  band  of  Sioux.  In  addition  to  these, 
the  Brules,  Minnicarguis,  and  Ogalalla  bands  of  Sioux  occasionally 
penetrate  this  region  from  the  country  adjacent  to  the  Platte.  All 
these  bands  depend  exclusively  on  the  product  of  the  chase  for  sub- 
sistence ;  they  are  audacious  and  insolent.  The  Sioux,  who  live  far 
distant  from  the  scene  of  the  tragical  affair  of  Lieutenant  Grattan, 
near  Fort  Laramie,  were  surprised  to  find  themselves  involved  in  a 
war  on  that  account ;  but  as  they  knew  that  hostilities  were  declared 
against  their  whole  nation,  I  think  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  officer 
in  command  of  the  Sioux  expedition  did  not  penetrate  further  into  the 
Sioux  country.  These  Indians  may  not  consider  the  withdrawal  of 
our  troops  as  an  act  of  mercy  towards  themselves,  but  ascribe  it  to  a 
far  different  cause  ;  still,  the  carnage  of  the  "Blue  water  "  will  long 
be  remembered,  and  I  trust  that  the  future  conduct  of  the  Sioux  will 
not  justify  its  repetition. 

Agent  Lewis  reported,  on  the  4th  ultimo,  that  the  annuity  goods  for 
1856  had  reached  Fort  Laramie.  The  Sioux,  Arrapahoes,  and  Chey- 
ennes  of  his  agency  were  on  their  summer  hunt,  but  their  return  to 
the  Platte  was  daily  expected;  martial  law  having  been  suspended  he 
is  now  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  agency. 

The  Ponca  Indians  have  no  existing  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
and  such  is  also  the  case  now  with  the  Pawnees.  The  former  tribe 
inhabits  the  valley  of  the  l'Eau  qui  Court,  and  the  adjacent  country 
below  that  river.  They  plant  corn  to  some  extent,  but  pass  much  of 
their  time  on  the  roads  leading  1  the  Platte.  Their  lands  are  being 
settled  upon  by  squatters. 

The  Pawnees,  who  sold  theii  'ands  on  tho  south  side  of  the  Platte 
river,  were  compelled  to  leave  those  which  they  had  retained  on  the 
north,  by  the  hostility  of  the  Sioux.  They  are  now  driven  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  infesting  the  roads  to  procure  a  precarious  livelihood  by  theft 
and  mendicity.  Their  lands  on  the  north  side  of  the  Platte  are  being 
settled  upon  by  the  tide  of  population  now  so  rapidly  flowing  to  that 
and  the  contiguous  regions.  These  Indians  cultivate  the  soil  to  some 
extent,  but  the  uncertainty  of  reaping  the  fruits  of  their  labor  has  a 
very  depressing  effect  upon  their  exertions.  I  would  respectfully  re- 
commend that  treaties  be  made  with  both  Poncas  and  Pawnees,  in 
order  to  establish  them  permanently  upon  reserves  sufficiently  ample 
for  their  now  greatly  reduced  numbers ;  and  I  would  suggest  that  the 
Poncas  be  located  on  the  "  Blackbird  Hill "  reserve  with  the  Omahas, 
who  are  of  the  same  origin  and  speak  the  same  language.  The  Pawnees 
are  at  peace  with  the  Ottoes,  and  lands  suitably  selected  for  them  on 
or  near  the  Ottoe  reserve  upon  the  Blue  would,  doubtless,  prove  accept- 
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able  to  both  parties,  and  greatly  relieve  the  inhabitants  of  that  region, 
and  travellers  passing  through  the  country.  The  farm  of  the  Omahae 
is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

The  appointment  of  an  agent  of  their  own,  and  the  establishment 
of  a  mission  building,  which  is  now  in  course  of  construction,  have 
reconciled  them  to  their  reserve,  which  is  every  way  adapted  to  their 
wants. 

The  Ottoes  have  had  some  prairie  land  broken  and  planted  for  them 
this  year,  on  their  reserve,  but  I  esteem  it  very  unfortunate  that  their 
agent  has  not  yet  made  his  appearance  amongst  them ;  should  he 
not  be  sent  there  soon,  I  fear  that  there  will  be,  as  heretofore,  much 
suffering  among  this  tribe  during  the  ensuing  winter. 

The  farm  at  the  Great  Nemaha  agency  is  in  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  the  tribes  of  that  agency  appear  to  have  realized  the  neces- 
sity of  betaking  themselves  to  the  cultivation  of  their  own  farms;  they 
are,  I  am  pleased  to  add,  less  addicted  than  formerly  to  the  use  of 
ardent  spirits.  A  band  of  the  Sacs  of  Missouri  (Ne-sono-quot's)  still 
remains  upon  the  Kickapoo  lands  ;  on  a  recent  visit  to  these  tribes,  I 
urged  upon  the  Sacs  the  necessity  of  their  immediate  removal  to  their 
proposed  home.  They,  as  an  excuse  for  remaining,  made  certain 
complaints,  which  induced  me  to  order  a  general  council  of  the  Mis- 
souri Sacs  at  the  Nemaha  agency,  and  to  instruct  Agent  Baldwin  to 
hear  and  examine  into  the  complaints  made  by  the  Indians,  and  to 
report  the  result  to  this  office.  Should  this  investigation  establish 
any  important  facts,  it  will  be  made  the  subject  of  a  future  report. 

The  Iowa  mission  contains  about  forty  children  of  both  sexes; 
upon  examination,  I  found  that  they  had  attained  a  respectable  pro- 
ficiency in  reading,  writing,  &c.  In  addition  to  those  branches,  the 
girls  are  instructed  in  needlework,  cooking,  and  general  housework  ; 
the  boys  cultivate  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  of  corn  with  great  neat- 
ness, and  have  a  heavy  crop  ripening  for  the  harvest.  The  children  are 
healthy,  cheerful,  well  clothed,  modest,  and  polite  in  their  deportment. 
As  the  cultivation  of  the  farm  upon  the  agency  reserve  is  limited  to 
the  present  year,  it  will  be  sown  in  wheat  and  other  small  grain, 
unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  department. 

The  section  of  land  upon  which  the  agency  and  farm  are  situated 
is  fertile  and  very  valuable  ;  and  it  may  be  well  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  giving  some  orders  in  relation  to  it. 

^  The  Kickapoos  are  now  all  settled  upon  their  new  reserve,  cultiva- 
ting their  farms  with  success. 

The  purchase  of  cattle  ordered  by  the  department  has  been  made 
by  their  agent,  and  is  a  great  addition  to  the  comfort  of  these  Indiana. 
They  will  have  an  abundance  of  hay  for  the  forage  of  their  horses  and 
cattle  during  the  ensuing  winter. 

All  of  the  tribes  settled  upon  reserves,  and  others  who  are  disposed 
to  cultivate  the  soil,  should  be  furnished  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
milch  cattle  and  oxen,  which  will  not  only  increase  their  comfort 
and  give  variety  to  their  occupations,  but  accustom  them  to  realize 
and  appreciate  the  value  of  fixed  property.  All  the  country  inhabited 
by  the  Indians  is  adapted  to  the  raising  of  stock  ;  and  the  transition 
of  the  savage  to  the  condition  of  the  herdsman  is  easier  than  that  of 
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the  farmer ;  the  union  of  both  of  these  occupations  is  desirable  for 
communities  just  emerging  from  social  infancy. 

The  lands  recently  selected  for,  and  now  occupied  by,  the  Christian 
Indians,  are  well  adapted  to  agricultural  purposes,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  they  will  now  peacefully  enjoy  the  munificent  arrangement  made  for 
them  by  the  government,  and  shortly  exhibit  the  fruits  of  the  labors 
of  their  pious  instructors. 

In  consequence  of  the  difference  in  the  character  of  the  bands  com- 
posing the  same  tribe,  a  wide  discrepancy  in  moral  and  intellectual 
advancement  is  frequently  apparent  amongst  them.  Under  the  pre- 
sent system,  they  are  all  subjected  to  the  same  treatment  and  influ- 
ence— this  is  obviously  unjust  and  unwise.  In  no  tribe  is  this  evil 
more  apparent  than  among  the  Pottawatomies ;  one  portion  of  this 
tribe  is  quiet,  orderly,  and  disposed  to  turn  their  attention  to  agricul- 
ture and  other  peaceful  employments  ;  the  other  portion  has  inclina- 
tions directly  the  opposite,  leading  them  to  war  and  to  the  chase  as  a 
means  of  subsistence.  Among  the  first  named  class  are  to  be  found 
individuals,  who  are  not  only  educated  in  the  common  manner,  but 
who  have  made  some  proficiency  in  classics  and  the  higher  departments 
of  learning,  and  who  never  realize  the  necessity  of  preparing  themselves 
for  the  inevitable  consequences  of  an  intimate  contact  with  the  white 
race.  Whenever  it  shall  be  determined  to  treat  with  the  Pottawat- 
omies, a  decided  discrimination  should  be  made  between  the  different 
band 8,  in  regard  to  the  localities  to  be  selected  for  their  occupancy, 
and  the  mode  of  government  to  which  they  are  to  be  subjected. 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes,  who  have  been  in  contact  with  civilization  for 
years,  continue  unchanged,  and  are  now,  as  heretofore,  distinguished 
for  their  courage  in  war  and  their  indomitable  energy  in  the  chase. 
They  have  uniformly  refused  the  services  of  the  missionary  and  the 
farmer,  and  continue  to  inhabit  bark  huts,  constructed  in  the  rude 
style  of  their  fathers.  They  are  expert  in  the  use  of  fire-arms  ;  and 
by  their  adventurous  courage  have  so  often  defeated  the  Comanches 
in  the  open  prairies,  though  greatly  outnumbered  by  the  latter,  that 
the  very  sound  of  the  name  of  Sacs  causes  a  panic  among  those  very 
bands  of  Comanches  long  considered  so  terrible  upon  the  frontiers  of 
Texas. 

The  Wyandotts,  who,  by  the  treaty  of  1855,  will  soon  emerge  from 
their  tribal  condition,  are  composed  of  some  individuals  distinguished 
for  their  intelligence  and  probity,  and  of  others  who,  I  fear,  are  yet 
unfitted  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  civilized  life.  It  is  probable 
that  the  last  mentioned  part  of  the  tribe  will  endeavor  to  establish 
themselves  among  the  Senecas,  or  some  other  tribes  more  congenial 
to  their  inclinations.  The  commissioners  are  now  engaged  in  the 
survey,  assessment,  and  selection  of  the  Wyandott  lands. 

The  Delawares  and  Shawnees  are  perceptibly  advancing  in  the  arts 
of  civilization,  awaiting  the  changes  and  trials  to  which  they  must 
soon  be  subjected  by  their  immediate  contact  with  the  surrounding 
white  society. 

I  regret  that  the  assessment  and  selection  of  the  Shawnee  lands 
have  been  necessarily  deferred  in  consequence  of  the  incompleteness 
of  the  surveys  of  that  reserve ;  I  have,  however,  reason  to  expect  that 
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the  necessary  plats  will  be  furnished  in  a  few  days,  when  the  parties 
will  immediately  proceed  to  make  their  selections. 

It  seems  to  have  become  the  policy  of  the  government  to  tolerate 
squatter  settlement  upon  the  Delaware  and  all  the  other  trust  lands  ; 
hence,  every  quarter  section  has  one  or  more  claimants.  To  prevent 
difficulties  between  the  claimants  and  the  officers  of  the  government 
in  the  final  disposition  of  those  lands,  too  much  care  cannot  be  be- 
stowed upon  the  framing  of  instructions  intended  for  the  guidance  of 
the  persons  to  be  detailed  for  that  duty.  As  an  act  of  justice  to  all 
the  parties,  I  think  that  the  value  assessed  upon  all  the  lands  by  the 
commissioners  should  be  published  before  the  day  of  sale,  to  enable 
purchasers  to  make  necessary  arrangements  ;  and  a  distinct  expres- 
sion ought  to  be  given  of  the  decision  of  the  department  in  reference 
to  the  rights  of  the  parties  claiming,  if  they  have  any.  A  publica- 
tion is  likewise  desirable  of  the  manner  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  im- 
provements made  by  individuals  or  companies,  who  may  be  unable  or 
unwilling  to  purchase  the  lands  upon  which  such  improvements  have 
been  made. 

The  policy  of  the  administration,  above  alluded  to,  has  encouraged 
similar  encroachments  upon  the  half-breed  Kansas  lands,  and  the 
timber  on  that  reserve  is  being  destroyed  by  settlers,  whose  unlawful 
acts  are  continued  in  defiauce  of  the  government ;  and  to  this  subject, 
also,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  department. 

The  Miamies,  Peorias,  Kaskaskias,  Weas,  Piankeshaws,  and  Otto- 
was,  are  gradually  advancing  in  the  arts  of  civilization.  Their  crops 
are  well  cultivated  and  abundant;  but  that  region  has  been  the 
theatre  of  many  of  the  atrocities  committed  during  the  recent  civil 
war  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  The  necessity  of  avoiding  all  com- 
plication with  either  of  the  contending  parties  has  been  strenuously 
enforced  upon  the  Indians  of  every  part  of  the  Territory,  and  I  am 
gratified  in  being  able  to  state  that  these  efforts  have  been  successful 
in  almost  every  instance. 

The  Kansas  tribe  of  Indians  continue  their  wandering  mode  of  life, 
as  usual,  and  may  annually  be  found  upon  the  Santa  Fe,  and  other 
roads  in  the  Territory,  begging,  and  sometimes,  I  presume,  commit- 
ing  petty  thefts.  They  seem  to  me  to  have  peculiar  claims  to  sym- 
pathy, when  it  is  remembered  that  they,  a  few  years  since,  sold,  for  a 
mere  nominal  consideration,  the  most  valuable  lands  in  this  fertile 
and  beautiful  Territory,  and  are  now,  by  force  of  circumstances, 
duced  to  a  state  of  vagabondage,  with  a  reserve  of  inconsiderable 
tent,  whose  boundaries  have  been  only  recently  defined.  A  portion 
even  of  this  reserve  is  in  the  possession  of  claimants  who  refuse  to 
relinquish  it,  and  urge  in  their  defence  that  the  recent  survey  of  the 
Kansas  reserve  encroached  upon  the  Shawnee  lands,  which  they  sup- 
posed open  to  pre-emption.  The  Kansas  Indians,  driven  from  their 
hunting  grounds  by  their  hereditary  enemies,  have  become  the  vic- 
tims of  wars,  disease,  and  poverty. 

The  Comanches,  who  spend  the  winter  months  in  the  country  be- 
low the  Arkansas,  committing  depredations  along  the  frontiers  of 
Texas  as  far  as  the  Bio  Grande,  are  a  wild  and  intractable  race  ;  well 
supplied  with  horses,  they  enrich  themselves  by  rapine  in  the  south, 
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and  in  the  spring  proceed  northwardly  in  pursuit  of  buffaloes.  They 
pitch  their  lodges  on  the  banks  of  the  Arkansas,  and  there  await  the 
annual  arrival  of  their  agent  with  the  goods  for  distribution  among 
them.  The  annuities  they  receive  from  the  government  they  regard 
as  a  compensation  for  permitting  travellers  to  pass  unmolested  along 
the  Santa  Fe  road.  They,  like  the  Kioways,  are  audacious  and  in- 
solent, and  always  exhibit  to  the  Indian  agent  evidences  of  their 
power,  and  their  utter  contempt  for  the  officers  of  the  government. 
Higher  up  the  Arkansas  are  the  Cheyennes.  They  have  generally 
preserved  a  reputation  for  quiet  and  peaceable  conduct.  Industrious 
as  hunters,  they  furnish  large  quantities  of  well  prepared  buffalo 
robes,  and  other  peltry.  I  regret  to  perceive  that  they  have  been 
recently  charged  with  murders  on  the  Platte,  near  Fort  Kearny, 
to  which  point  they  extend  their  wanderings  in  pursuit  of  game. 
One  of  the  Cheyennes,  who  escaped  from  the  guard  at  Fort  Kearny 
last  summer,  and  who,  in  his  flight,  received  several  wounds, 
denied  any  participation  in  the  alleged  murder,  and  expressed  to  the 
agent  at  Bent's  Fort  his  anxious  desire  to  be  at  peace  with  the  whites. 
At  the  same  time,  a  Kioway  Indian,  known  as  "The  Little  Mountain," 
avowed  that  he  and  his  band  had  committed  the  murders  charged 
upon  the  Cheyennes.  The  bands  of  Comanches,  Kioways,  and 
Cheyennes,  who  assemble  annually  on  the  thoroughfare  between  the 
United  States  and  New  Mexico,  are  reported  to  hold  in  bondage  many 
Mexicans  and  some  Americans.  The  Indian  agent  is  entirely  power- 
less to  free  these  prisoners.  These  Indians  are  becoming  more  inso- 
lent every  year,  and  the  most  serious  consequences  may  be  appre- 
hended, unless  the  government  adopt  some  adequate  mode  of  enforcing 
respect  and  repressing  their  hostile  spirit.  The  establishment  of 
onto  or  more  military  posts  along  this  line  seems  to  be  indispensably 
necessary,  and  this  subject  should  be  submitted  for  the  consideration 
of  the  proper  department.  Suitable  points  may  be  found  on  Walnut 
creek,  and  the  Big  timber,  each  presenting  favorable  positions  for 
military  establishments. 

The  agent  for  the  Upper  Arkansas  agency  has  never  had  the  benefit 
of  a  competent  interpreter,  although  obliged  to  hold  communications 
with  three  large  and  distinct  tribes.  He  has  been  dependent  solely 
upon  the  occasional  services  of  the  Indian  traders  in  that  quarter. 
There  is  not  throughout  this  whole  region  a  single  house  which  can 
be  occupied  even  for  temporary  storage  of  the  annuity  goods,  and  the 
traders  have  refused  to  permit  the  Indian  agent  to  carry  them  within 
their  premises.  A  suitable  Comanche  interpreter  could  probably  be 
procured  by  agent  Neighbors,  or  some  other  agent  in  that  country. 

The  Indian  tribes  on  this  frontier  are  fast  passing  away,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  smaller  tribes,  the  number  of  deaths  ex- 
ceeds that  of  births.  Intemperance  is  one  of  the  most  fruitful  causes 
of  death  amongst  them  ;  but  cholera,  small-pox,  and  measles  have 
prevailed  also  with  fatal  effect  among  many  of  the  tribes,  who  now 
discover  that  the  simple  remedies  which  were  adapted  to  the  condi- 
tion and  diseases  of  their  fathers  are  totally  inefficacious  in  the  treat- 
ment of  those  acquired  from  their  white  neighbors. 
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The  bad  system  adopted  many  years  ago,  and  still  to  a  great  extent 
continued,  of  paying  large  money  annuities  to  Indians,  has  been  and 
is  still  productive  of  most  disastrous  results  to  them.  In  many  of  the 
recent  treaties  a  judicious  provision  has  been  inserted,  which  author- 
izes the  President  to  control  the  character  of  the  annuities ;  a  wise 
and  discriminating  use  of  that  authority  will  be  an  act  of  justice  and 
mercy  to  the  Indians.  Large  sums  of  money  due  to  orphans  and  in- 
competent persons  remain  yet  unpaid  and  unapplied  for  their  benefit; 
a  radical  change  of  arrangement  in  this  matter  is  indispensably  re- 
quired. 

I  know  no  more  injurious  custom  in  the  Indian  service  than  that 
of  permitting  agents  to  reside  at  a  distance  from  their  respective 
scenes  of  duty.  It  is  but  just,  however,  to  state,  that  many  of  those 
gentlemen  regret  the  necessity  which  compels  them  to  reside  at  a  dis- 
tance from  their  agencies,  the  truth  being,  that  no  funds  have  been 
remitted  to  furnish  suitable  dwellings  for  their  residences.  I  there- 
fore earnestly  recommend  the  appropriation  of  a  sufficient  amount  to 
furnish  each  agent,  not  already  provided  for,  with  a  commodious  house 
and  suitable  out-buildings,  in  the  midst  of  the  Indians,  so  as  to  con- 
stitute a  comfortable  home ;  and  that  authority  be  given  to  them  to 
cultivate  a  reasonable  quantity  of  land  for  their  own  use,  with  per- 
mission to  employ  as  many  Indians  in  farming  and  mechanical  labor 
as  can  be  induced  voluntarily  to  engage  therein,  for  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation. 

The  remnants  of  the  once  large  tribes  of  Indians  that  resided  east  of 
the  Mississippi  have  been  forced,  by  the  pressure  of  civilization,  step 
by  step  across  the  continent  to  their  last  homes  and  graves  in  the 
Territory  of  Kansas ;  beyond  this  point  they  cannot  well  be  driven,  as 
there  is  no  longer  any  outlet  for  them.  The  sad  condition  of  these 
unfortunate  fragments  of  tribes  well  entitles  them  to  a  full  partici- 
pation in  that  philanthropy  which  has  been  so  freely  extended  to  other 
races.  In  the  new  relations  which  must  spring  up  between  the  whites 
and  the  Indians,  it  will  be  necessary  to  adopt  new  regulations  for  the 
advancement  and  protection  of  the  latter,  as  they  will  soon  be  sub- 
jected to  the  restrictions  of  society,  and,  therefore,  should  not  be  left 
without  the  means  of  adequate  protection. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  adoption  of  a  judicious  system  of  appren- 
ticeship, whereby  orphan  children,  and  the  children  of  incompetent 
persons,  could  be  bound  for  a  term  of  years,  to  proper  and  discreet 
persons,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  arts  of  civilized  life,  would  be  productive  of  great  ultimate  ad- 
vantage to  the  children  themselves ;  but  I  would  in  every  case  make 
the  arrangement  subject  to  the  joint  action  of  the  national  council  of 
the  tribe  and  their  agent ;  the  council  should  also  be  induced  to  adopt 
a  code  of  laws  for  the  punishment  of  idle  and  licentious  persons,  by 
fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both.  The  council  should  likewise  have 
authority  to  assess  a  small  percentage  upon  the  gross  amount  of  the 
annuities,  for  the  erection  of  suitable  churches,  open  to  all  denomina- 
tions of  Christians,  and  for  the  building  of  school-houses,  and  the 
payment  of  teachers,  where  such  are  not  already  provided  for. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  a  new  and  thorough 
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digest  of  the  regulations  and  laws  of  the  Indian  Department,  as  the 
existing  regulations  are  encumbered  with  a  very  large  amount  of 
obsolete  matter,  which  frequently  embarrasses  and  annoys  the  newly 
appointed,  and,  of  course,  inexperienced  agent.  It  is  likewise  very 
desirable  that  every  agent  should  be  furnished  with  copies  of  all 
treaties  and  laws  affecting  the  administration  of  Indian  affairs. 
With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  CUMMING, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 
Hon.  George  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  22. 


Blackfeet  Agency,  July  12,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report.  It  is  forwarded 
at  this  early  date,  in  order  that  it  may,  according  to  instructions, 
u reach  the  department  by  the  first  of  October." 

The  Blackfeet  nation  is  composed  of  four  tribes,  named  and  known 
as  follows :  Gros  Ventres,  Piegans,  Bloods,  and  Blackfeet.  Each  tribe 
is  divided  into  bands,  which  are  governed  or  led  either  by  a  chief  or 
band-leader  ;  the  former  office  is  hereditary,  the  latter  depends  upon 
the  bravery  of  the  individual  and  his  success  in  war.  They  occupy 
as  their  hunting  grounds  an  extent  of  country  bounded  nearly  as  fol- 
lows :  On  the  west  and  south  by  a  line  commencing  at  a  point  where 
the  main  range  of  the  Bocky  mountains  intersects  the  forty-ninth  par- 
allel ;  running  thence  southerly  along  said  mountains  to  Hell  Gate 
Pass ;  thence  in  an  easterly  direction  to  the  nearest  source  of  the 
Muscle  Shell  river  ;  down  said  river  to  its  mouth  ;  and  thence  down 
the  Missouri  river  to  the  mouth  of  Milk  river.  On  the  east  by  a  line 
running  directly  north  from  the  mouth  of  Milk  river.  The  northern 
boundary  cannot  be  given,  as  their  country  extends  far  north  into  the 
British  possessions.     The  country  included  within  the  boundaries 

fiven  is  that  upon  which  they  reside  and  hunt,  and  contains  about 
fty  thousand  square  miles  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 
That  portion  of  it  adjacent  to  the  Bocky  mountains  is  good  soil,  cov- 
ered with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  vegetation,  well  watered  by  spring 
streams,  and  capable  of  supporting  a  dense  agricultural  population. 
This,  with  a  few  spots  upon  some  of  the  rivers  and  the  slopes  of  the 
small  mountains,  is,  probably,  all  that  would  be  considered  desirable 
for  farming  purposes;  but  nearly  the  whole  country  is  covered  with 
the  short  nutritious  buffalo  grass  and  well  adapted  for  grazing. 

The  Gros  Venires  number  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  lodges. 
They  occupy  that  portion  of  the  Blackfeet  country  between  Milk  and 
Missouri  rivers,  extending  up  the  latter  to  the  mouth  of  the  Maria. 
They  speak  a  language  entirely  different  from  the  other  three  tribes, 
said  to  be  similar  to  the  Arrapahoe.  The  principal  chiefs  are,  the 
Bear's  Shirt,  the  Little  Soldier,  the  Star  Bobe,  the  Sitting  Woman, 
40 
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and  the  Two  Elk.     Their  history,  as  related  by  the  eldest  of  the  prin- 
cipal chiefs,  Bear's  Shirt,  is  briefly  as  follows :  They  formerly  came 
from  far  north,  travelled  over  a  large  body  of  ice,  which  broke  up  soon 
after  they  reached  land,  thus  preventing  their  return  ;  they  then  jour- 
neyed in  a  southwesterly  direction  until  they  reached  the  Arrapahoes ; 
found  they  could  understand  the  Arrapahoes  without  much  diffi- 
culty, and  concluded  to  remain  with  them ;  but  after  stopping  one  year 
a  part  of  the  tribe  became  disatisfied  with  the  country  and  again  com- 
menced wandering.     They  travelled  easterly  from  the  Arrapahoes, 
touched  upon  the  Sioux  country,  met  the  Sioux,  fought  a  battle,  and 
were  driven  toward  the  north,  in  which  direction  they  travelled  until 
they  fell  in  with  the  Piegans,  who  were,  at  that  time,  at  war  with  the 
Bloods.     They  joined  the  former,  assisted  them  in  the  war,  and  have 
occupied  the  country  between  the  Milk  and  Missouri  rivers  since  that 
time.     They  differ  in  many  respects  from  the  other  three  tribes.    The 
women  are  noted  for  their  entire  want  of  chastity,  and  the  males  of 
the  tribes  do  not  hesitate  to  make  it  a  source  of  profit  whenever  an 
opportunity  occurs.     This  tribe  has  been  heretofore  considered  the 
most  troublesome,  and  in  the  spring  of  1855  openly  declared  it  to  be 
their  intention  to  annoy  the  whites  as  much  as  possible,  by  pillaging 
wherever  they  should  meet  them,  and  in  a  few  cases  did  so  ;  but  since 
the  treaty  of  last  fall  their  intercourse  with  the  whites  has  been 
friendly,  and  they  have  in  every  particular  observed  the  stipulations 
of  that  treaty  upon  their  part,  express  a  strong  desire  to  be  instructed 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  to  live  at  peace  with  all  other  tribes. 

The  Piegans  number  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  lodges.  The 
principal  chiefs  are  Lame  Bull,  Low  Horn,  Middle  Sitter,  Mountain 
Chief,  Little  Grey  Head,  and  Little  Dog.  This  has  been  probably  the 
most  warlike  of  the  four  tribes,  but  since  the  treaty  they  have  remained 
at  peace  with  all  other  tribes,  and  have  not  in  a  single  instance  gone 
contrary  to  the  advice  received  from  the  agents  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States. 

The  Bloods  number  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  lodges.  The 
principal  chiefs  are  Ouis-tag-sag-nate-que-im — the  Father  of  all  Child- 
ren, the  Calf  Shirt,  the  Feather,  the  Heavy  Shield,  and  Nah-tose-oufl- 
tah.  In  less  than  ten  days  after  the  signing  of  the  treaty  a  party 
started  to  war  from  the  camp  of  the  principal  chief  of  the  tribe ;  from 
that  time  until  the  first  of  February  many  others  left  for  the  same 
purpose.  The  chiefs  then  visited  me,  and  stated  that  the  young  men 
had  supposed  the  Crows  were  not  included  in  the  treaty  of  peace;  that 
they  would  carefully  explain  the  matter  to  them,  and  that  the  war 
should  positively  cease  from  that  time.  I  cannot  ascertain  that  anj 
war  parties  have  started  since.  They  are  proud,  haughty,  and  treach- 
erous, and  until  an  example  is  made  of  some  of  them  no  dependence 
can  be  placed  upon  their  promises ;  and  I  consider  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  every  individual  who  has  led  a  party  to  war  since  the  treaty 
should  be  arrested  and  punished,  to  save  trouble  hereafter.  In  ordet 
to  have  the  desired  effect,  this  should  be  done  by  the  United  State- 
troops.  They  evidently  intended  to  entirely  disregard  the  treat} 
made  by  them  last  fall,  and  to  treat  the  whole  matter  as  a  farce  got 
up  for  their  amusement,  expecting  the  other  three  tribes  would  join 
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them.  They  even  passed  through  the  camp  of  the  Gros  Ventres  and 
Piegans,  and  when  they  fonnd  the  young  men  of  those  tribes  did  not 
join  them,  ridiculed  them  for  listening  to  the  advice  of  the  whites  ; 
but  they  soon  discovered  that  the  other  tribes  were  determined  to 
conduct  themselves  according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  became 
alarmed  and  put  a  stop  to  the  war.  They  stole  a  few  horses,  destroyed 
one  lodge  of  Crows,  and  killed  five  Assinaboines ;  for  all  this  they 
should  be  compelled  to  make  restitution. 

They  promise  well  now ;  but,  as  I  have  before  stated,  no  dependence 
can  be  placed  upon  them,  unless  the  offenders  are  punished.  They 
will  be  constantly  making  trouble,  and  may  eventually,  if  left  to  go 
unpunished,  induce  some  of  the  other  tribes  to  join  them. 

The  Blackfeet  number  about  two  hundred  lodges.  The  principal 
chiefs  are  The  Three  Bulls,  Cootenais,  The  Hair  Collar,  The  Bull 
That  Turns  Around,  The  Swan,  The  Sun,  and  Stum-uk-kris-pee-my. 
The  two  first  named  chiefs,  with  a  few  lodges,  were  present  at  the 
council  held  at  the  mouth  of  the  Judith  last  October,  but  during  the 
winter  I  have  seen  all  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  tribe.  They 
appeared  much  pleased  with  the  treaty,  which  was  carefully  explained 
to  them,  and  said  it  should  be  faithfully  observed  on  their  part. 
During  the  summer  of  1843,  and  winter  of  1843  and  1844,  they  had 
considerable  trouble  with  the  fur  company,  probably  brought  on  by  evil 
disposed  Indians  from  the  north.  An  extract  Atom  the  private  journal 
of  a  man,  now  dead,  who  was  at  that  time  in  the  employ  of  the  com- 
pany, reads  thus :  "  February  19,  1844.  Fight  with  the  north  Black- 
feet,  in  which  fi^ht  we  killed  six  and  wounded  several  others  ;  took 
two  children,  prisoners.  The  fruits  of  our  victory  were  four  scalps, 
twenty-two  horses,  three  hundred  and  forty  robes,  and  guns,  bows, 
and  arrows,"  &c,  &c.  Since  this  unfortunate  affair,  few  of  them 
have  visited  the  trading  posts  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  until  the  present  winter.  They  are  much  poorer  than  the 
other  three  tribes,  and  were  greatly  pleased  when  informed  that  they 
were  to  receive  a  portion  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  late  treaty. 

The  Gros  Ventres,  Piegans,  and  Bloods  have  many  horses,  will 
average,  at  least,  ten  head  to  the  lodge — some  individuals  owning 
upwards  of  two  hundred  head.  The  Blackfeet  have  but  few,  owing 
to  the  frequent  incursions  of  the  Crees  and  Assinaboines  of  the  north. 
They  all  use  the  gun  and  bow  in  hunting,  and  an  Indian  of  the  Black- 
feet nation  is  seldom  seen  out  of  his  lodge  without  the  gun  in  his 
hand  and  bow  and  quiver  on  his  back.  The  Piegans,  Bloods,  and 
Blackfeet  occupy  the  country  north  of  the  Missouri,  the  Piegans  near- 
est the  river,  (hunting  on  the  south  side  during  the  summer,)  the 
Bloods  next,  and  the  Blackfeet  the  most  northern  portion  ;  but  there 
is  no  definite  boundary  between  them,  and  they  are  often  found  camp- 
ing and  hunting  together.  In  their  manners,  costume,  religion,  &c, 
they  do  not  differ  materially  from  other  prairie  tribes,  which  have 
been  too  often  described  to  be  of  interest  to  the  department.  They 
annually  destroy  much  more  game  than  they  require  to  subsist  and 
clothe  themselves,  but  as  there  is  yet  no  sensible  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  buffalo  in  their  country,  it  is  impossible,  at  present,  to  induce 
them  to  become  more  economical. 
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I  have  had,  thus  far,  no  opportunity  to  take  a  census  of  the  nation, 
consequently  the  numbers  given  are  estimates  based  upon  information 
derived  from  the  Indians  themselves,  and  from  persons  who  have  been 
a  long  time  in  the  country  ;  but  they  differ  so  much  in  their  state- 
ments that  it  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  anything  like  a  satisfactory 
conclusion  without  determining  it  by  actual  count,  which  I  expect  to 
do  the  present  summer. 

I  remain,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  C.  HATCH, 

Indian  Agent. 

Col.  A.  CUMMING, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  23. 


Fort  Union,  September  10,  1856. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  Indian  depart* 
ment,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  this,  my  fourth  annual  report, 
showing  the  affairs  and  condition  of  the  different  tribes  of  Indians  in 
the  Upper  Missouri  agency. 

The  firm  of  P.  Chouteau,  jr.,  &  Co.,  having  obtained  the  contract 
for  transporting  the  Indian  annuities  to  the  different  points  along  the 
Missouri,  I  left  St.  Louis,  with  the  goods  under  my  charge,  on  the 
steamer  St.  Mary,  the  7th  of  June  last.  Nothing  occurred  to  mar 
the  pleasure  of  our  trip  except  the  loss  of  one  of  the  employes  of  the 
"American  Fur  Company,"  who  fell  overboard  and  was  drowned. 

We  met  the  Yancton  band  of  Sioux  just  below  Fort  Lookout.  They 
had  been  waiting  some  time  for  the  arrival  of  their  "  annuity"  goods, 
and  in  the  very  destitute  condition  in  which  I  found  them  this  gift 
of  the  government  was  truly  a  God-send.  There  is  scarcely  any  game 
in  their  country,  and,  for  a  greater  portion  of  the  year,  they  subsist 
almost  entirely  upon  such  esculent  roots  as  the  country  produces 
spontaneously,  the  principal  of  which  is  an  exceedingly  farinaceous 
root,  like  the  turnip,  called  by  the  residents  in  the  country  "  pomme 
blanche;"  botanically  speaking,  "psoralia  esculents. "  It  is  very 
fortunate  for  this  large  band,  as  well  as  for  the  several  other  bands  of 
Sioux,  that  their  country  produces  this  root  so  abundantly.  These 
people  have  a  large  number  of  small  fields  of  corn,  pumpkins,  and 
beans,  which,  at  the  time  of  my  meeting  them,  were  in  a  very  flour- 
ishing condition,  and  bid  fair  to  yield  an  abundant  crop. 

This  band  was,  a  few  years  ago,  nomadic,  and,  like  the  rest  of  the 
Sioux,  fierce  and  warlike ;  but  necessity  has  driven  them  to  the  cul- 
ture of  the  soil,  and  they  have  subsided  into  a  quiet,  peaceable,  and 
order-loving  people,  ready  to  yield  to  and  be  governed  by  any  sug- 
gestions of  the  agent  or  of  the  government  for  ameliorating  their  con- 
dition. 

These  Indians  are  decidedly  the  best  of  any  of  the  Sioux  under  my 
charge.     They  begin  to  see  the  necessity  of  permanently  locating 
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themselves,  and  of  cultivating  the  soil,  and  show  a  restlessness  to  see 
the  day  of  emancipation  dawn  upon  them,  to  he  helped  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt,  and  to  be  guided  to  the  land  of  promise. 

I  then  proceeded  to  Fort  Pierre,  where  I  arrived  June  28.  There 
I  met  the  larger  portion  of  the  principal  men  of  the  other  hands  of  the 
Sioux,  but  was  sorry  to  find  tnem  accompanied  by  so  few  of  their 
people,  notwithstanding  they  were  notified  by  me  at  the  grand  coun- 
cil held  with  them  hy  General  Harney  in  March  last,  that  their  an- 
nuity presents  would  be  delivered  to  them  at  that  post,  and  that  they 
must  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  receive  them  on  the  arrival  of 
the  boat.  The  chiefs  informed  me  that  their  people  were  within  a 
few  days'  travel,  and  that  they  would  forthwith  send  out  messengers 
to  them  and  urge  them  to  come  in.  I  informed  them  that  I  should 
have  to  leave  for  other  points  on  the  Missouri  before  they  could  effect 
this,  but  that  I  would  leave  their  presents  in  charge  of  Captain  Davis, 
of  the  United  States  army,  who  was  in  charge  of  Fort  Pierre,  pro  tem., 
who  had  very  kindly  volunteered  to  deliver  them  to  the  respective 
bands  as  they  arrived.  The  result  of  this  arrangement  I  have  'not 
yet  learned. 

A  portion  of  the  Yanctonais,  headed  by  the  "  Little  Soldier/'  have 
built  a  permanent  village  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Missouri,  about  one 
hundred  miles  below  Fort  Clarke.  To  them  I  made  a  respectable 
present,  which  was  most  thankfully  received.  It  was  a  matter  of  re- 
gret to  me  that  the  goods  of  this  small  band  could  not  be  delivered  to 
them  in  their  own  country,  as  it  would  have  obviated  the  necessity  of 
their  coming  to  Fort  Pierre  at  the  very  time  when  their  crops  needed 
their  attention.  Between  their  village  and  Fort  Clarke  I  met  a  band 
of  the  Yanctonais,  headed  by  their  chief,  The  Two  Bears,  and  to  them 
I  gave  a  similar  present. 

On  the  5th  of  July  we  arrived  at  Fort  Clarke ;  here  the  Arickarees 
had  gathered  together  men,  women,  and  children.  I  distributed  to 
them  their  presents,  which  they  received  with  their  usual  demonstra- 
tions of  regard  and  rejoicing.  Not  the  slightest  dissatisfaction  was 
expressed 3  either  by  word  or  action. 

The  same  day  I  distributed  presents  to  the  Mandans,  a  small  tribe, 
of  whom  I  cannot  say  too  much  in  praise.  They  are  peaceable  and 
quiet,  and  have  always  heeded  my  counsel.  They  still  occupy  their 
village,  about  four  miles  above  Fort  Clarke.  They  are  few  in  num- 
bers, only  some  250  souls,  having  suffered  more  severely  in  years  past 
from  the  pestilential  scourges,  small-pox  and  cholera,  than  any  of  the 
other  tribes  under  my  charge.  They  are  now,  however,  on  the  in- 
crease, and,  if  properly  fostered,  may  become  a  considerable  people. 
In  my  conference  with  them  they  expressed  the  greatest  fear  lest 
their  terrible  enemies,  the  small-pox  and  cholera,  might  come  among 
them  again ;  and  they  appealed  most  earnestly  to  me  to  beg  their 
Great  Father  to  banish  these  diseases  from  their  country  for  ever. 

On  the  6th  of  July  we  arrived  at  the  Minaterre  or  Gros  Ventres  vil- 
lage, which  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Berthold.  When  we  arrived, 
the  principal  chief,  with  some  of  his  men,  was  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  hunting  ;  but  the  shrill  whistle  of  the  steamer  soon  brought 
them  in.     They  all  soon  congregated  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  shout- 
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in g  and  firing  guns,  and  exclaiming  that  a  messenger  had  come  from 
their  Great  Father,  who  was  able  to  shower  down  on  them  so  many 
substantial  blessings. 

The  conduct  of  the  three  last  mentioned  tribes  during  the  past  year 
has,  I  am  gratified  to  say,  been  truly  unexceptionable. 

In  the  fall  of  1854,  the  Arickarees  gathered  four  thousand  bushels 
of  corn  ;  the  Mandans  fifteen  hundred ;  and  the  Gros  Ventres  twenty- 
five  hundred,  with  other  vegetables,  such  as  squashes,  beans,  and 
pumpkins  in  proportion.  Last  season,  owing  to  the  excessive  drought, 
and  the  unprecedented  heavy  frost  on  the  15th  day  of  August,  they 
did  not  secure  more  than  a  third  of  their  usual  crop.  It  is  truly 
gratifying  to  me  to  state  that  the  favorableness  of  the  present  season 
causes  them  to  be  thankfnl  for  a  flattering  prospect  of  a  plentiful  har- 
vest of  every  kind.  They  are  enjoying  themselves  in  the  pleasing  re- 
flection, that  of  all  things  to  be  dreaded,  want  will  have  too  much 
modesty  to  knock  at  the  doors  of  their  wigwams.  Game  is  still  abundant 
within  their  limits.  •  The  few  agricultural  implements  which  I  have 
distributed  among  them  have  been  appreciated  and  used  to  advantage. 
A  great  change  has  taken  place  in  these  people  in  the  past  three 
years,  and  I  would  recommend  them  to  the  especial  notice  of  the  de- 
partment. 

Arriving  at  Fort  Union  the  10th  of  July,  just  thirty-four  days  out 
from  St.  Louis,  I  was  disappointed  at  not  finding  the  Assinaboines  at 
that  post.  I  soon  learned  that  they  were  on  their  way  as  fast  as  their 
limited  means  for  transporting  their  effects  from  point  to  point  allowed. 
On  the  13th  they  made  their  appearance  on  the  highest  of  the  hills 
which  surround  the  fort.  As  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  the  prairie 
was  covered  with  them ;  an  immense  throng  of  men,  women,  and 
children  moving  about  in  all  directions.  The  halted  on  the  summit 
of  a  hill,  and  the  principal  men,  after  arranging  them,  took  the  lead, 
bearing  a  large  flag  with  the  stars  and  stripes  on  it,  while  an  exces- 
sive firing  of  guns  and  shouting  indicated  the  good  feeling  with  which 
they  came.  As  far  as  loyalty  to  our  government,  and  good  feeling  to 
the  whites  are  concerned,  this  tribe  has  strictly  observed  its  treaty 
stipulations.  Not  a  murder  has  been  committed,  nor  a  depredation 
perpetrated  by  them  during  the  past  year.  They  are  yet  in  a  per- 
fectly nomadic  state,  moving  from  point  to  point  where  the  game  is 
most  abundant,  and  living  by  the  chase.  None  of  them  have  ever  been 
known  to  cultivate  the  sou ;  but  from  their  mild,  peaceable  disposition, 
their  friendly  feelings  towards  the  whites,  and  their  strong  desire  to 
listen,  to  their  Father,  and  to  take  his  advice,  I  have  but  little  doubt 
that  they  might  be  made  an  agricultural  people,  if  the  proper  means 
be  used.  But  there  is  little  inducement  for  them  now,  as  their  country 
abounds  in  plenty  with  buffalo,  elk,  deer,  and  beaver,  to  supply  them 
with  food.  Very  small  portions  of  their  country  are  susceptible  of 
being  cultivated  agriculturally.  They  possess  a  fine  grazing  country, 
well  adapted  for  stock  raising,  notwithstanding  the  length  and  the 
severity  of  the  winters.  They  number  four  hundred  and  fifty  lodges, 
find  to  this  vast  assemblage  of  wild  men  of  the  prairies  I  talked  and 
delivered  presents,  yet  heard  not  one  word  of  complaint.  They  remained 
with  me  six  days ;  on  leaving,  the  principal  men  looked  me  up,  and 
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fiving  me  a  hearty  shake  of  hand,  said,  "  Father,  you  have  made  our 
earts  glad,  and  if  the  Great  Spirit  permits  us  to  live,  we  will  meet 
you  when  eleven  moons  die;"  and  on  they  went,  rejoicing. 

Not  hearing  anything  that  I  could  rely  upon  respecting  the  Crows, 
a  large  nation  numbering  four  hundred  and  fifty  lodges,  and  as  they 
had  evinced  every  disposition  when  I  last  distributed  their  annuity 
presents  to  them  to  comply  with  their  treaty  stipulations,  I  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  must  be  some  under  current  at  work  to  pre- 
judice them  against  the  government,  particularly  so,  as  they  had  not 
met  me  to  receive  their  annuity  goods  for  the  last  two  years.  I  there- 
fore resolved  within  myself,  at  any  and  every  hazard,  to  find  out  the 
cause,  notwithstanding  I  was  told  on  every  side  that  if  I  went  in  quest 
of  them  I  would  not  find  them  short  of  the  foot  of  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains, and  then,  that  I  could  not  succeed  in  inducing  them  to  follow 
me  to  this  place,  as  they  had  repeatedly  been  heard  to  say  "that 
they  preferred  to  go  without  their  goods,  rather  than  run  the  risk  of 
passing  through  a  country  beset  by  their  deadliest  enemies,  the  Black- 
feet  and  Blood  Indians  of  the  north."  But  I  was  not  to  be  deterred 
from  making  an  effort.  Accordingly  on  the  24th  of  July,  after  dis- 
tributing the  presents  among  the  Assinaboines,  I  started  out  with 
five  men  and  three  extra  horses,  which  I  packed  with  provisions  for 
my  men  and  myself,  and  with  presents  for  the  Indians,  should  I  meet 
them,  as  a  pledge  of  my  good  will. 

It  was,  I  assure  you,  sir,  a  trip  of  great  hardship ;  through  a 
country  which  was  occupied  by  hostile  Indians,  and  which  is  the 
hottest  and  driest  in  summer  that  I  ever  made  a  track  through.  We 
travelled  over  hills,  bluffs,  and  mountains,  often  for  hours  without 
finding  water,  which,  when  by  chance  stumbled  on,  was  in  stagnant 
pools,  the  remains  of  the  last  spring  rains,  and  about  the  grateful 
temperature  for  shaving  with  in  moderately  cool  weather. 

Fifteen  days  after  starting  we  found  the  Crow  camp,  fifty  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Horn  river,  at  the  foot  of  the  Rocky 
mountains,  having  travelled  a  distance  of  four  hundred  miles.  I  was 
met  by  the  principal  men  on  my  arrival  with  much  rejoicing.  I 
presented  them  with  sugar,  coffee,  and  tobacco,  which  were  most 
thankfully  received,  as  they  had  been  without  them  for  some  time. 
I  passed  the  night  with  them — a  night  I  shall  long  remember — as  I 
was  so  fatigued  from  riding,  and  suffering  so  much  from  heat  that  I 
could  not  rest.  Early  the  next  day  I  requested  the  principal  men  to 
meet  me  in  council,  which  they  promptly  did.  I  opened  the  council 
by  telling  them  "  that  I  had  come  a  long  wav  to  see  them,  and  that 
they  must  return  with  me  to  Fort  Union,  where  I  had  deposited  a 
laTge  present  for  them  from  their  Great  Father."  They  informed  me 
"  that  since  the  treaty  at  Laramie,  they  had  felt  every  disposition  to 
listen  to  their  Great  Father,  and  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty  ;  that  they  had  since  that  treaty  ceased  going  to  war  and  steal- 
ing horses ;  that  they  would  have  met  me  twelve  months  ago  and 
received  their  presents  as  they  had  agreed  to  do  when  I  distributed 
their  annuities  to  them  three  years  ago  at  the  mouth  of  Tongue  river, 
on  the  Yellowstone,  but  that  they  had  been  repeatedly  told  by  white 
men  visiting  their  country,  that  those  of  them  who  wished  to  die 
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had  only  to  visit  Fort  Union  and  receive  their  presents,  as  these  con- 
tained the  germ  of  the  small-pox  and  other  diseases,  and  that  if  they 
partook  of  them  certain  death  would  ensue."     They  informed  me 
that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Scott,  in  company  witn  another  man,  from 
the  Platte,  whose  name  they  could  not  give,  had  left  their  village 
two  days  before  my  arrival,  and  that  he  had  told  them  "  that  he  had 
come  to  them  to  ask  them  to  return  with  him  to  the  Platte  to  trade ; 
that  there  they  would  find  no  sickness ;  that  they  would  meet  plenty 
of  buffalo  ;  that  they  must  not  proceed  to  Fort  Union  to  obtain  their 
goods,  or  disease  and  death  would  be  the  result ;  and,  moreover,  that 
a  large  body  of  soldiers  were  stationed  there  for  the  purpose  of  casting 
their  principal  men  into  irons,  and  conveying  them  to  the  States." 
They  informed  me  that  being  deceived  by  these  base  falsehoods,  which, 
of  course,  were  uttered  to  accomplish  sinister  and  interested  ends, 
some  thirty  lodges  had  followed  these  men,  and  that  others  were  pre- 
paring to  follow  them.     Thus,  sir,  you  see  the  obstacles  and  diffi- 
culties your  agent  had  to  contend  against.     It  was  with  much 
difficulty  that  I  could  convince  them  to  the  contrary  of  these  false 
statements.     I  told  them  that  the  people  who  communicated  such 
statements  were  their  enemies ;  were  scoundrels  and  liars,  and  that 
they  must  not  listen  to  them  in  future.     They  remarked  :  "  Father, 
we  think  from  the  way  you  speak,  and  act,  and  look,  that  you  do  not 
talk  to  us  with  a  forked  tongue."     The  principal  chief  said :  "I  will 
follow  you,  and  will  take  with  me  one  man  from  each  lodge,  and 
horses  sufficient  to  transport  our  presents."     Three  hundred  and  fifty 
of  their  men  quickly  made  preparations,  selecting  some  four  hundred 
and  fifty  horses,  and  off  we  started.     We  arrived  safely  on  the  banks 
of  the  Missouri,  where  we  were  detained  nearly  two  days  in  crossing, 
losing  but  one  horse  in  this  large  collection  in  crossing  the  river. 
The  second  day,  after  arriving  at  Fort  Union,  I  delivered  them  their 

J  resents,  and  they  remained  with  me  three  days  after  receiving  them, 
informed  them,  when  they  were  ready  to  start,  I  would  accompany 
them  to  the  crossing  and  see  them  over  safe. 

Lieutenant  Warren,  of  the  United  States  topographical  engineers, 
had  the  kindness  to  let  me  have  the  use  of  his  boats  and  men.  I  saw 
them  all  safely  across,  and  as  they  bade  me  farewell  they  said,  "  you 
have  made  our  hearts  glad,  and  when  the  cherries  turn  black  we  will 
meet  you  again,  if  the  Great  Spirit  be  willing ;"  and  they  went  their 
way  happy  and  contented. 

I  was  absent  on  this  trip  just  thirty  days,  not  off  my  horse  more 
than  three  days,  and  not  taking  off  my  clothes  at  night  except  to 
change.  We  travelled  over  some  of  the  wild&t  and  most  picturesque 
country  I  ever  beheld.  The  country  along  the  Yellowstone,  for  the 
first  hundred  miles,  is  on  one  side  a  beautiful  level  plain,  clothed  with 
fine  buffalo  grass,  a  great  grand  pasture  for  its  numerous  herbiferous 
inhabitants,  while  on  the  other  side  rugged  hills  and  towering  peaks 
meet  the  eye,  presenting  the  aspect  of  complete  sterility. 

We  then  came  into  the  region  of  the  Big  Horn  river,  a  fine  large 
stream  of  clear  water  meandering  along  the  base  of  the  mountains, 
well  stocked  with  various  kinds  of  fish.  It  would  require  the  pen 
and  pencil  of  an  artist  to  depict  the  wild  and  wondrous  beauty  of  the 
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scenery  along  this  beautiful  stream.  Afar  in  the  distance  could  be 
seen  the  peaks  of  the  Rocky  mountain  range,  with  their  snow-capped 
summits  uprearing  in  the  clouds,  while  all  around  lay  the  Bad  lands, 
called  by  the  traders  "Les  Mauvaise  Terres,"  fantastically  studded 
with  what  seems  to  be  broken  towers  and  crumbling  pyramids  ;  and 
it  requires  but  little  imagination  to  suppose  one's  self  in  some  grand 
old  decaying  city  of  the  dead.  The  traveller  wanders  at  the  base 
there  through  labyrinthian  passages,  while  from  above  Gothic  cas- 
tles, with  towers  and  bastions,  and  solid  walls  frown  down  on  him  in 
gloomy  grandeur. 

Here  he  will  see  many  a  place  where  the  Crow  and  the  Blackfeet 
have  met  in  deadly  strife,  for  scarcely  a  month  passed  previous  to  the 
treaty  between  these  two  nations  that  some  bloody  contest  did  not 
occur. 

When  you  near  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  the  scenery  is  indescrib- 
ably grand  and  imposing,  truly  picturesquely  grand  and  wildly  beau- 
tiful. 

Often,  often  would  I  find  myself  solitary  and  alone  on  some  lofty 
butte  or  towering  mound,  viewing  that  lonely  region  clothed  in  inde- 
scribable magnificence  and  grandeur. 

At  every  glance  you  saw  large  herds  of  buffalo,  elk,  deer,  antelope, 
and  often  the  grizzly  bear,  and  I  was  forced  at  one  time  involuntarily 
to  exclaim,  "  that  I  had  left 

"  The  sweet  land  of  my  kindred  for  the  land  where  the  bison 
Roams  over  the  forest  and  leaps  o'er  the  flood  ; 
Where  the  snake  of  the  swamp  sucks  the  deadliest  poison, 
And  the  bears  of  the  mountain  seek  food  for  their  young." 

To  say  that  the  whole  of  the  Crow  country  is  entirely  sterile  would 
perhaps  be  too  sweeping  an  assertion.  But  no  country  I  have  yet  ex- 
amined seems  to  me  more  adapted  to  the  wild  Indian  than  this. 

There  is  game  in  abundance  for  his  subsistence,  grass  for  animals, 
and  wood  enough  for  his  fuel ;  and  the  red  man  asks  for  nothing 
more.  But  from  its  very  nature  the  hand  of  civilization  will  leave  it 
undisturbed  forever. 

The  main  subsistence  of  the  Crows  is  the  buffalo ;  though  throughout 
their  entire  country  there  is  but  little  decrease  of  any  kind  of  game. 

Wild  fruits  are  are  also  very  abundant,  and  many  kind  of  roots, 
which  supply  them  with  all  the  vegetable  food  their  wants  require, 
are  also  found  in  plenty. 

Service  berries,  bull  berries,  cherries,  plums,  currants,  and  goose- 
berries are  found  in  greatest  abundance  on  the  forks  and  horns  of 
the  Yellowstone. 

The  Crows  have  ever  been  in  the  highest  degree  nomadic,  and  their 
necessities  do  not  require  them  to  till  the  ground. 

I  will  now  give  a  hasty  review  of  the  different  tribes  in  my  agency, 
hoping  it  may  communicate  some  information  not  before  presented  to 
the  department. 

The  Indians  under  my  charge  may  be  divided  into  the  stationary 
and  the  nomadic.  The  former  comprise  the  Arickarees,  Man  dans, 
Gros  Ventres,  or  Minaterres.  The  latter  comprise  the  Sioux,  Crows, 
and  Assinaboines. 


634  REPORT  OF  THE 

These  nations  may  be  viewed  as  yet  as  in  the  savage  state.  Their 
original  manners  and  customs,  if  not  entire,  are  bat  slightly  changed; 
their  superstitions  are  the  same  as  their  ancestors,  and  their  mind 
deplorably  void  of  moral  truth  or  useful  instructions. 

Their  idol  worship  still  remains  undisturbed  by  religious  teachers, 
and  the  humane  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  reform  so  many  other 
tribes  have  not  as  yet  been  extended  to  them.  Yet,  though  art  and 
knowledge  are  in  their  infancy,  and  but  little  improvement  in  their 
moral  condition  visible,  I  feel  satisfied  that  were  they  visited  by  pious 
missionaries,  and  were  schools  established  upon  the  manual  labor 
system,  great  and  important  changes  would  be  the  result  in  a  short 
time. 

Particularly  among  the  stationary  tribes  under  my  charge,  the 
Arickarees,  Mandans,  and  Gros  Ventres,  in  my  councils'with  them 
has  been  manifested  an  earnest  desire  that  schools  and  missionaries  be 
established  among  them. 

They  state  that  in  a  few  years  they  plainly  see  that  they  will  have 
no  buffalo  in  their  country,  and  that  their  only  dependence  will  be 
to  turn  their  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  that  they 
want  their  children  to  be  taught  while  young  to  live  as  the  whites. 
They  argue  that  if  they  are  left  in  their  present  condition  till  the  tide 
of  emigration,  which  they  say  is  now  nearly  upon  them,  drives  the 
few  scattered  buffalo  from  their  now  quiet  hunting  ground,  and  till 
infections,  diseases  and  other  evils  incident  to  a  sudden  occupation  of 
their  territory  be  introduced,  starvation  and  death  are  inevitable. 

Should  not  our  great  national  rulers  in  time  stretch  out  a  saving 
arm,  (which  they  say  they  are  satisfied  they  will  do,  from  their  past 
experience,)  they  feel  confident  that  they  are  doomed  to  pass  away 
rapidly  from  earth,  and  that  their  salvation  depends  on  the  goodness 
of  their  Great  Father . 

I  omitted  to  mention  in  my  remarks  relating  to  the  Crows  that  I 
found  but  one  captive  in  their  possession.  He  was  an  interesting 
Blackfeet  boy,  some  fourteen  years  old,  who,  on  our  arrival  at  the 
camp,  came  running  to  us  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  exulting  that  a 
deliverer  had  come  to  his  rescue. 

I  took  charge  of  him,  which  the  chiefs  consented  I  should  do  with- 
out a  murmur.  So  soon  as  an  opportunity  offers  itself  I  shall  return 
him  to  his  distressed  parants. 

The  country  claimed  by  the  great  Sioux  or  Dacotah  nation  is  very 
extensive ;  commencing  on  the  northeastern  limits  of  Lac  qui  Parle 
with  their  boundary  line,  we  run  in  a  northwest  direction,  taking  in 
what  is  called  Lac  deDiable,  or  Devil's  lake;  thence  we  incline  south 
by  west,  taking  in  Turtle  mountains  and  the  head  of  Pembina  river, 
strike  the  Missouri  at  the  mouth  of  Apple  river,  below  the  Gros 
Ventres  village.  Crossing  the  Missouri,  we  proceed  up  the  Grand 
river  of  the  Arickarees,  or  even  some  distance  west  of  this  river, 
bearing  west  of  south,  till  near  to  the  head  of  Powder  river ;  from  this 
point  we  turn  and  run  along  the  range  of  mountains  called  the  Black 
Hills  in  a  southern  direction  till  reaching  Laramie  on  the  Platte ;  thence 
we  proceed  down  that  river  for  some  distance,  then  extending  our 
course  east  to  the  junction  of  the  l'Eau-qui  Court  with  the  Missouri; 
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thence  down  the  Missouri  to  the  Big  Sioux  river,  this  being  the 
boundary  line  to  which  their  claims  have  been  extinguished  by  the 
United  States.  Then  we  proceed  up  the  Big  Sioux,  inclining  north* 
east,  and  taking  in  the  Vermillion  and  James  rivers,  their  boundary 
line  would  terminate  by  a  junction  with  our  starting  point,  Lac 
quTParle. 

That  portion  of  their  lands  east  and  north  of  the  Missouri  are  the 
most  sterile,  and,  with  the  exception  of  gulleys  or  ravines  caused  by 
rivers  or  creeks,  presents  an  ocean  prairie,  many  hundred  miles  in 
length  and  breadth,  very  level,  devoid  of  trees  or  even  shrubs,  the 
earth  loose  and  sandy,  and  but  sparsely  covered  with  grass.  The 
country  is  too  dry,  even  had  it  soil  fit  for  agricultural  purposes  to  per- 
mit of  cultivation.  The  country  south  of  the  Missouri  is  more  rolling 
and  diversified,  owing  to  the  large  streams  running  through  it.  These 
streams  are  well  skirted  with  timber,  principally  the  cottonwood, 
with  some  scattering  ash  and  elm. 

The  most  fertile  portions  of  the  Sioux  country  are  on  the  head  of 
the  Cheyenne,  at  the  base  of  the  Black  Hills.  The  prairies  here  are 
undulating  and  well  watered,  and  present  much  varied  and  enlivened 
scenery  to  the  traveller's  eye. 

Although  the  general  character  of  the  Sioux  country  is  barren,  yet 
a  few  green  fertile  spots  redeem  it  from  absolute  sterility ;  but  it  is  a 
melancholy  reflection  that  the  country  possessed  by  the  Sioux  is  sup- 
plied with  but  little  game. 

The  stationary  tribes  of  Arickarees,  Mandans,  and  Gros  Ventres 
reside  most  of  the  year  in  their  villages,  and  their  hunts  range  along 
the  Missouri  from  the  mouth  of  Grand  river  to  the  mouth  of  White 
Earth  river. 

Their  country  does  not  differ  materially  from  that  of  the  Sioux. 
But,  as  yet,  it  contains  more  game,  and  consequently  greater  means 
for  subsistence. 

The  Assinaboines  have  evidently  at  one  time  been  a  part  of  the  great 
Sioux  nation,  residing  on  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Mississippi. 
Their  language  is  the  same.  An  old  chief,  who  was  living  but  a  few 
years  since,  the  Horn  Arrow  Point,  recollected  perfectly  well  their 
separation  from  the  Sioux,  which,  according  to  his  account,  must  have 
been  about  the  year  1760.  The  country  over  which  they  range  at  the 
present  time  may  be  defined  as  follows : 

Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  White  Earth  river,  extending  along 
that  river  far  beyond  its  source,  then  running  along  the  Couteau-de- 
prairies  or  divide,  as  far  as  the  beginning  of  Cypress  mountains  on 
the  north  fork  of  Milk  river,  then  down  that  river  to  its  junction 
with  the  Missouri  river,  thence  doivn  the  Missouri  to  White  Earth 
river,  the  initial  point.  Formerly  they  ranged  over  a  country  south 
of  the  Missouri,  and  along  the  Yellowstone,  but  they  met  with  so 
many  losses  from  their  enemies,  the  Sioux  and  Blackfeet,  that  they 
abandoned  it,  and  it  is  now  debatable  ground. 

Previous  to  the  year  1838  they  numbered  twelve  hundred  lodges, 
when  the  small-pox  came  into  their  midst,  and  reduced  them  to  less 
than  four  hundred  lodges.  They  are  now  on  the  increase  slowly ; 
they  have  still  plenty  of  buffalo  and  other  game  in  their  country. 
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The  general  features  of  their  country  are,  as  I  before  mentioned,  the 
same  as  that  of  the  Sioux  country. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest,  as  I  have  done  in  my  former  report, 
the  establishment  of  two  agencies ;  one  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cheyenne, 
in  the  heart  of  the  country  occupied  by  the  eight  bands  of  Sioux 
under  my  charge,  and  one  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow- 
stone, the  most  central  point  for  the  other  five  tribes  under  my  charge — 
Arickarees,  Mandans,  Gros  Ventres,  Assinaboines,  and  Crows. 

The  area  over  which  I  am  obliged  to  travel  is  so  immense,  and  the 
business  so  arduous  in  performing  my  duties,  that  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible for  me  to  do  all  the  tribes  justice. 

Since  the  first  day  of  January ,1  have  travelled  on  horseback  some 
two  thousand  miles,  and  by  water  twenty-eight  hundred  ;  making  in 
the  aggregate  4,800  miles. 

Past  experience  has  taught  me  that  no  agent  can  possibly  control 
or  make  favorable  impressions  upon  the  Indians  under  his  charge 
unless  he  is  in  their  midst  to  counsel  them  often. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  truly  gratifying  to  me  to  state  that  there  is  uni- 
versal peace  and  quiet  prevailing  among  the  various  tribes  under  my 
charge. 

They  visit  each  other,  smoke  the  pipe  of  peace,  go  where  and  when 
they  please,  in  small  parties,  or  alone,  and  none  dare  make  them 
afraid. 

The  affair  on  the  Little  Bluewater  on  the  3d  September  has  opened 
their  eyes  and  ears,  and  they  now  begin  to  see  that  the  truths  I  have 
been  endeavoring  to  impress  upon  their  minds  are  a  reality. 

No  depredations  or  murders  have  been  committed  by  any  of  the 
tribes  under  my  charge  during  the  past  year. 

ALFRED  J.  VAUGHAN, 

Indian  Agent. 

Colonel  Alfred  Cumming, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

[Postscript.] 

Fort  Pierre,  October  27,  1856. 

Sir  :  On  my  arrival  at  Fort  Clarke,  on  my  way  from  Fort  Union 
to  this  place,  I  learned  with  much  regret  that  a  heavy  hailstorm  had 
visited  the  cornfields  of  the  Arickarees  and  Mandans,  and  had  de- 
stroyed two-thirds  of  their  crops  of  corn  and  other  vegetables. 

But  as  their  friends,  the  Gros  Ventres,  have  raised  a  large  excess, 
no  fear  can  be  entertained  of  their  suffering  from  want ;  and  besides 
their  country  abounds  plentifully  with  game. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  varioloid,  or  a  modified  form  of  the 
small-pox,  was  prevailing  at  Fort  Clarke,  I  stopped  and  made  them  a 
present  of  a  portion  of  the  goods  assigned  to  the  Sioux  last  year, 
lor  and  in  consideration  of  horses  which  had  been  stolen  from  them, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  department. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  post,  I  was  gratified  to  learn  that  all  of  the 
present  year's  annuities,  save  those  for  the  Brule's,  had  been  deliv- 
ered to  the  respective  representatives  of  the  different  Sioux  bands. 
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The  Brules  have  not  as  yet  made  their  appearance. 

I  cannot  close  without  expressing  my  thankfulness  to  Captains 
Davis  and  Lovell,  of  the  second  United  States  infantry,  who  were  so 
kind  as  to  deliver  these  goods  during  my  absence. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  de- 

C,rtment  the  propriety  of  vaccinating  all  of  the  Indians  in  the  Upper 
i8souri  agency  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 

There  is  a  panic  among  them  that  that  terrible  scourge,  the  small- 
pox, may  visit  them  again ;  and  they  have  most  earnestly  appealed 
to  me  to  have  all  danger  removed. 

I  told  them  that  I  had  no  doubt  that  their  Great  Father  would 
send  some  person  among  them  who  would  place  some  medicine  into 
their  arms  that  would  guard  them  from  their  foe. 

The  varioloid  is  in  their  country,  having  been  brought  up  among 
them  by  the  steamer  Clara,  Captain  John  Shaw,  master,  with  the 
outfit  of  Messrs.  Joseph  Picotte  &  Co.,  traders  in  the  Upper  Missouri 
agency. 

Some  ten  days  after  her  departure  from  Fort  William,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Yellowstone,  it  made  its  appearance  among  the  in- 
mates of  that  post,  and  ten  persons  died  in  the  short  space  of  twenty 

d»ys. 

I  entered  my  protest  against  any  communication  between  that  post 
and  Fort  Union,  as  well  as  against  any  intercourse  with  the  Indians  ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  state  that  when  I  left  Fort  Union,  on  the  3d  of 
this  month,  the  disease  was  abating.  But  it  pains  me  to  state  that 
on  my  arrival  at  the  Arickaree  village,  I  found  it  had  been,  and 
was  raging,  at  an  alarming  rate. 

The  chiefs  informed  me  that  their  people  were  much  enraged,  and 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  that  they  could  prevent  their  young  men 
from  committing  violence  upon  the  traders  who  had  introduced  the 
disease  among  them,  saying  to  them,  "forbear  till  your  Father 
arrives." 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  pacified  them  ;  I  made  them  a  large  pres- 
ent of  the  goods  on  hand  which  the  Sioux  refused  to  receive  last 
year  ;  and  on  leaving  them  they  gave  me  assurance  that  they  would 
continue  to  follow,  to  use  their  own  language,  the  good  road  I  had 
pointed  out  to  them  to  travel. 

It  pains  me  to  state  that  there  have  been  sixty-three  deaths  among 
them  ;  thirty- three  grown  persons  and  thirty  children. 

Their  number  is  eight  hundred. 

The  poor  Mandans  have  shared  a  similar  fate.  They  have  lost 
seventeen  of  their  people.     They  number  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  disease  as  yet,  as  far  as  I  have  been  enabled  to  learn,  is  con- 
fined to  those  two  tribes  alone. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALFRED  J.  VAUGHAN, 

Indian  Agent. 
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No.  24. 


Indian  Agency  op  the  Upper  Platte, 

Dripp'a  Trading  Post,  September  12, 1856. 

Sir  :  In  submitting  my  annual  report  on  the  state  of  Indian  affair* 
within  the  Upper  Platte  agency,  for  the  information  and  consideration 
of  the  department,  I  am  able  to  state  that  the  different  bands  are 
peaceable  and  quiet,  and  manifest,  on  every  occasion,  a  desire  to 
maintain  and  strengthen  their  amicable  and  friendly  relatioDs  with 
the  United  States.  Nothing  has  happened  during  the  year  to  disturb 
the  harmony  happily  existing  between  the  whites  and  Indians,  except 
an  unfortunate  occurrence,  in  April  last,  at  the  Upper  Platte  bridge, 
between  the  United  States  troops  stationed  there  and  a  small  party 
of  the  Cheyenne  band  of  Indians,  who  came  in  for  the  purpose  of 
trading.  I  have  been  informed  by  competent  and  reliable  witnesses 
that  it  was  reported  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the  troops  that  the 
Cheyennes  had  in  their  possession  certain  horses,  four  in  number, 
belonging  to  whites,  not  stolen  but  estrays.  The  Indian  who  had 
these  horses  and  two  or  three  others  were  called  to  the  commandant's 
quarters  and  informed  that  these  horses  must  be  given  up,  that  the 
claimant  would  pay  them  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  trouble 
of  finding  and  herding,  the  amount  being  fixed  and  determined  by 
the  commanding  officer.  The  Indians  agreed  to  these  conditions, 
but  at  the  time  of  delivery  brought  in  three  horses  only  ;  as  to  the 
fourth  horse  there  was  a  misunderstanding,  the  Indians  declining  to 
give  it  up,  assigning  as  a  reason  that  it  had  been  in  their  possession 
tor  a  much  longer  time  than  that  stated  by  the  claimant  as  the  date 
of  the  loss  of  his  horses  ;  and  further,  that  this  horse  was  found  in  a 
different  part  of  the  country,  and  in  a  different  direction  from  that 
of  the  others. 

These  reasons  were  unsatisfactory,  and  the  commandant  took  three 
of  the  Indians  prisoners,  and  while  proceeding  to  put  them  in  irons, 
they,  one  excepted,  broke  away  from  the  guard  and  escaped.  The 
troops  fired  upon  them  and  killed  one.  The  Indians,  men,  women, 
and  children,  fled  into  the  Black  Hills,  leaving  all  their  lodges  and 
effects,  which  were  seized  and  confiscated  by  the  commandant.  Du- 
ring the  night  succeeding  the  flight  a  white  man  by  the  name  of 
Ganier,  an  old  trapper,  returning  to  the  post,  was  met  by  these  In- 
dians and  massacred.  The  third  Indian  has  been  confined  in  irons 
since  the  affair,  and  is  now  at  Fort  Laramie.  It  is  not  averred  by 
the  commanding  officer  that  this  Indian  is  guilty  of  any  offence 
against  the  United  States  nor  any  outrage  against  its  citizens.  On 
the  contrary  it  is  admitted  that  he  is  entirely  innocent  and  punished 
without  cause.  I  have  used  all  efforts  and  means  to  obtain  his  release 
from  captivity,  but  in  vain. 

The  Cheyenne  band  of  this  agency,  after  hearing  of  this  affair,  re- 
treated to  the  Arkansas,  and  united  with  the  other  bands  of  Chey- 
ennes belonging  to  that  agency. 

Since  my  arrival  at  this  post  I  have  sent  runners  to  the  chiefs, 
inviting  them  to  a  council,  by  which  I  thought  it  possible  that  the 
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difficulties  might  be  arranged.  The  chiefs  sent  me  a  message  from 
the  head  of  Republican  Fork,  by  runners  of  their  own,  saying  that 
they  would  come  in  to  see  me  immediately.  Sufficient  time  has 
elapsed,  but  they  have  not  yet  made  their  appearance.  Rumors  have 
reached  me  that  they  were  frightened  back  to  the  South  Platte,  where 
they  had  arrived  on  Pole  ceek,  by  runners  who  met  them  there,  and 
said  they  were  sent  by  the  commandant  of  Fort  Laramie ;  of  the 
nature  of  the  message  I  am  not  informed,  nor  do  I  put  much  faith  in 
the  truth  of  the  rumors. 

I  take  occasion  in  this  report  earnestly  and  respectfully  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  department  to  the  state  and  condition  of  the  wild 
tribes  of  the  prairies,  morally  and  physically.  They  are  not  being 
improved,  but  rather  deteriorating,  and  becoming  worse  from  year  to 
year.  They  are  in  the  lowest  stage  of  barbarism  and  heathenism. 
The  light  of  civilization,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  has  not  yet 
dawned  upon  them,  nor  have  the  precepts  of  the  Gospel  of  peace  and 
mercy  been  shed  abroad  in  their  hearts. 

What  are  the  causes  in  activity,  and  operating  to  retard  or  prevent 
them  from  being  civilized  and  Christianized,  surrounded  as  they  are 
by  a  nation  possessing  a  high  civilization  and  refinement,  and  eminent 
for  Christian  piety,  benevolence,  and  philanthropy  far  in  advance  of 
any  other  people  in  ancient  or  modern  times  ? 

I  must  be  true  to  history,  and  state  facts  and  reasons,  and  why  it  is 
that,  in  the  heart  and  centre  of  this  great  and  powerful  republic,  and 
in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century,  there  exists  a  nation  of  bar- 
barians, living  in  the  hunter  state,  among  whom  the  use  of  the  plough 
and  hoe  is  unknown,  and  to  whom  the  word  of  God  is  not  preached. 
Why?  F 

Because  no  efforts,  or  very  feeble  ones,  which  have  amounted  to 
nothing  and  have  given  no  results,  have  been  made.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  Indian  has  been  exposed  to  the  influences  and  examples  of 
whites  sufficiently  to  learn,  and  practise  to  perfection,  all  of  their 
most  degrading  habits  and  vices,  and  not  one  of  their  virtues. 

Those  whites  who  reside  among  the  Indians  of  the  prairies  are 
neither  the  pioneers  of  civilization  nor  settlements,  but  emphatically 
fugitives  from  both.  I  speak  of  them  as  a  class,  to  which,  I  am  able 
to  state,  and  I  do  it  with  pleasure,  there  are  many  exceptions.  But 
these  rare  examples  of  high-minded  and  honorable  men  residing  in 
the  Indian  country  do  not  destroy  the  force  of  my  argument.  They 
came  to  the  country  when  young,  and  remain  here,  far  from  the  circle- 
fires  of  civilization,  by  the  force  of  habit  and  inclination,  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  Indian  trade  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

Those  other  whites,  who  do  not  come  under  the  exceptions  to  my 
general  proposition,  are  peculiar  to  the  Indian  country,  and  are  to  be 
found  nowhere  else.  It  is  impossible  for  them  to  reside  in  the  States 
or  organized  Territories,  because  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity  be- 
tween them  and  the  courts  of  justice  are  interrupted.  They  have 
escaped  here,  as  being  a  secure  place  of  refuge  and  shelter,  and  obtain 
employment  and  a  precarious  subsistence  from  the  licensed  traders  as 
employes,  in  various  capacities,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  are  brought 
into  contact  and  association  with  the  Indians  constantly.     They  are 
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addicted  to  all  of  the  lowest  and  most  degrading  vices,  and  soon  learn 
the  language  sufficiently  to  teach  the  Indians  lessons  in  their  own 
school  of  depravity.  They  win  their  confidence,  and  allure  them  on  to 
ruin  step  by  step.  It  may  be  asked  by  those  unacquainted  with  the 
Indian  country  why  this  state  of  things  is  permitted  to  exist  for  a  day ; 
or  why  are  not  the  humane  and  benevolent  intentions  of  Congress,  as 
enacted  in  the  laws  regulating  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  enforced ;  and  why  are  the  orders  and  instructions  of  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  disregarded  ?  I  reply,  for  the  simple  and 
plain  reason,  that  the  Indian  agent,  your  executive  and  administra- 
tive officer,  is  powerless  to  control  these  matters.  If  he  attempts  to 
execute  and  enforce  the  laws,  he  is  assailed  by  these  men,  claiming 
citizenship,  with  a  force — an  outside  pressure,  greater  than  the  power 
of  the  throne  itself.  They  form  conspiracies  against  him,  and  hold 
talks  with  the  Indians,  the  object  of  which  is  to  make  them  discon- 
tented with  the  agent,  and  disaffected  towards  the  government,  should 
the  department  decline  to  comply  with  their  demands  to  remove  the 
unpopular  agent.  I  have  no  intention  to  magnify  these  practices, 
fraught  with  such  imminent  peril,  and  tending  to  disturb  the  peace 
and  tranquility  of,  and  endanger  the  lives  of  the  official  agents  of  the 
department,  and  other  whites,  in  the  Indian  country. 

I  am  well  aware  that  I  have  gained,  and  still  possess,  a  powerful 
influence  for  good  with  the  chiefs,  principal  men,  and  individuals  of 
the  tribes  of  this  agency,  owing  simply  to  the  fact,  that  the  measures 
and  plans  which  I  adopted  and  carried  into  effect  during  the  Sioux 
difficulties  were  successful,  and  approved  and  commended  by  ihe  de- 
partment and  the  general  commanding  the  Sioux  expedition. 

I  feel  confident,  therefore,  that  the  Indians  will  listen  to  me  and 
follow  my  advice,  and  I  have  no  uneasiness  or  doubt,  while  present  or 
near  the  tribes,  as  to  my  power  to  carry  into  effect  the  intentions  and 
wishes  of  the  department,  or  ability  to  protect  the  Indians  in  their 
rights  and  to  redress  their  wrongs.  These  combinations  and  con- 
spiracies against  the  power  and  authority  of  the  Indian  agent  are  all 
vain  and  foolish,  and  have  no  tendency  to  disturb  or  bias  the  feelings 
of  the  Indians.  But  in  case  of  his  absence  from  the  agency  matters 
are  quite  different;  for  these  evil-minded,  lawless  men  assail  the  In- 
dians constantly,  at  all  times  and  seasons,  and,  in  the  expressive  lan- 
guage of  an  old  chief,  "  make  the  ears  tired  and  the  head  confused," 
and  by  continued  repetitions  of  the  same  falsehoods  the  Indians  begin 
to  believe  that  what  is  told  them  with  so  much  plausibility  and 
earnestness  must  be  true.  Thus  one  oross-brained  fool — and  there 
aTe  many  in  every  country,  civilized  as  well  as  barbarian — may  destroy 
the  works  dictated  by  the  humane  and  wise  policy  of  the  government, 
and  involve  it  in  a  harassing,  long,  and  expensive  Indian  war. 

What  is  the  proper  remedy  to  be  adopted  in  order  to  break  up  this 
power  to  do  evil,  and  which  is  liable,  if  not  destroyed,  to  endanger 
the  peace  of  the  Indian  country  at  any  and  every  hour  ?  The  axe 
must  strike  at  the  root,  and  cut  deep.  These  dangerous,  improper, 
and  unfit  persons  must  be  removed  at  all  hazards,  let  it  cost  what  it 
may.  The  licensed  traders  should  be  selected  with  reference  to  their 
honesty,  integrity,  and  fair  dealing  in  their  business  transactions, 
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and  the  trading  posts  established  at  or  near  the  Indian  agency  only. 
It  would  be  proper  also  to  increase  the  penalty  of  the  bond,  to  require 
the  securities  to  be  residents  of  St.  Louis,  or  within  some  one  of  the 
States,  and  the  sufficiency  of  these  to  be  certified  by  a  judge  of  a 
United  States  court.  With  these  safeguards,  and  the  Indian  agent 
residing  constantly  at  his  post,  or  within  the  range  of  his  agency,  I 
can  see  no  cause  that  should  break  the  peace  or  give  rise  to  these  con- 
stant, almost  daily,  outrages— Indian  wars  and  Indian  difficulties. 

From  the  beginning  of  our  history  as  an  independent  nation,  the 
policy  of  the  government  in  the  conduct  of  its  Indian  relations  has 
been  characterised  with  kindness,  forbearance,  humanity,  and  justice. 

The  Indian  tribes  were  acknowledged  to  be  the  true  and  rightful 
owners  of  the  soil,  and  the  government,  in  order  to  secure  a  legal 
title,  or  the  right  of  eminent  domain  for  the  purpose  of  settlement, 
negotiated  treaties  of  cession  with  the  chiefs,  acknowledging  by  this 
act  the  Indian  tribes  independent  nations.  In  other  respects,  and  for 
all  purposes  of  trade  and  intercourse,  the  government  treated  and 
held  the  Indians  as  wards,  thus  assuming  the  office,  duties,  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  guardian  to  the  red  race  for  all  time — an  honorable 
and  noble  trust  for  a  great  and  powerful  people.  As  guardian  of  the 
Indians,  one  of  the  first  objects  of  the  government  was  an  effort  to 
civilise,  or  at  least  to  change  their  habits  from  those  of  a  hunter  to 
an  agricultural  state  ;  to  establish  schools,  and  encourage  the  settle- 
ment of  missionaries  of  the  gospel  amongst  them ;  to  induce  them  to 
become  settled,  and  reside  in  fixed  and  substantial  dwellings.  These 
efforts  and  intentions  of  the  government  are  deserving  of  all  praise, 
and  will  be  pointed  out  by  future  generations  of  our  nation  as  among 
the  choicest  and  brightest  gems  in  our  early  history.  The  govern- 
ment has  had  at  all  times  the  aid  and  cheerful  co-operation  of  indi- 
viduals eminent  for  piety  and  benevolenoe,  and  also  of  schools  and 
missionary  societies  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel  among  heathens,  all 
contributing  liberally  in  treasure,  and  supplying  laborers  for  the 
harvest  field. 

It  is  true  that  these  combined  efforts,  and  the  energies  called  forth 
to  accomplish  this  great  Christian  work,  have  not,  in  all  cases,  been 
attended  with  that  marked  success  which  its  friends  and  well  wishers 
anticipated  or  hoped  for.  The  soil  is  genial,  kind  and  fruitful,  be- 
yond a  doubt.  Mistakes  and  errors  may  have  been  committed  by  over- 
sealous  partisans,  who  did  not  well  understand  the  character  of  the 
Indian,  his  habits  and  customs,  prejudices  and  superstitions.  Other 
causes,  to  which  I  have  already  briefly  alluded,  have  retarded  the 
progress  of  the  work,  but  I  can  discover  nothing  in  the  past  that 
should  discourage  the  friends  of  humanity  from  persevering,  and  of 
making  renewed  efforts  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  red  race. 
The  materials  for  this  labor  of  love  and  charity  are  abundant,  and 
scattered  broadcast  throughout  this  vast  prairie  country,  over  which 
the  Indian  roams,  sometimes  in  pursuit  of  the  buffalo,  which  yields 
him  a  precarious  subsistence,  and  often  on  the  war  trail  against  his 
enemies  in  neighboring  tribes.  What  are  the  habits  and  peculiar 
characteristic  qualities  of  these  wild  Indian  tribes  of  the  prairies,  and 
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what  are  the  chances  of  success  in  any  attempt  to  improve  their  pre- 
sent condition  and  change  their  nomadic  habits? 

The  wild  Indian  of  the  prairies  is  not  very  much  different  from  the 
wild  Indian  as  described  by  the  early  colonists  of  the  Atlantic  States. 
The  men  are  proud,  haughty,  independent,  dignified  in  their  bearing, 
observe!  8  of  ceremony  in  their  intercourse  with  the  whites  and  with 
each  other.  They  are  taught  to  look  upon  manual  labor  as  degrad- 
ing and  beneath  the  rank  of  the  red  man,  whether  he  be  chief,  war- 
rior, or  brave.  All  menial  services  and  labor  are  performed  by  the 
women,  who  are  real  slaves  to  the  men.  The  only  education  of  the 
latter  is  on  the  war  path,  and  the  only  labor  the  pursuit  of  game. 
Beyond  these,  he  has  no  subjects  of  thought,  or  exercise  for  his  mental 
faculties,  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  he  is  listless  and  idle  for  the 
greater  part  of  his  time. 

On  the  war  path  or  in  the  chase  he  becomes  intensely  excited,  and 
undergoes  fatigue,  and  suffers  for  want  of  food,  from  cold  and  thirst, 
watches  his  enemy  or  bis  game,  until  he  is  certain  of  striking  with 
deadly  effect.  Then,  when  he  returns  to  his  lodge,  he  joins  in  the 
war  dance,  or  in  the  feasts,  and  afterwards  sinks  into  that  apathy 
and  indifference  to  all  surrounding  objects,  which  has  so  often  been 
observed  and  commented  upon  by  the  whites,  and  which  to  them  ap- 
pears so  st range  and  singular,  that  they  judge,  though  erroneously, 
that  the  Indian  is  destitute  of  sensibility,  feeling,  or  emotions.  Tet 
the  reverse  is  the  truth.  There  is  not  to  be  found  among  any  people 
a  more  cheerful,  contented  and  kindly  disposed  being  than  the  In- 
dian, when  he  is  treated  with  kindness  and  humanity.  His  friend- 
ships are  strong  and  lasting,  and  his  love  for  and  attachment  to  his 
children,  kindred  and  tribe,  have  a  depth  and  intensity  which  place 
him  on  an  equality  with  the  civilized  race.  His  love  and  veneration 
for  the  whites  amount  to  adoration,  which  is  only  changed  to  hatred 
and  revenge  by  oppression,  cruelties  and  deep  wrongs  and  injuries 
inflicted  upon  the  poor  Indian,  by  the  white  man,  without  cause  or 
reason.  By  his  education  on  the  war  path,  which  leads  to  honor, 
fame  and  distinction,  the  Indian  is  a  relentless,  a  terrible  enemy;  he 
spares  neither  age  nor  sex,  nor  condition,  but  slaughters  every  one 
that  falls  in  his  path  indiscriminately.  He  neither  knows  nor  heeds 
the  laws  of  modern  warfare,  as  practised  and  observed  by  an  enlight- 
ened civilization.  As  a  consequence,  the  first  veil  of  the  war  whoop 
has  scarcely  died  away  in  its  distant  echoes  before  a  war  of  extermi- 
nation is  begun  and  waged  against  the  poor  Indian,  and  the  inno- 
cent and  the  guilty  alike  perish,  and  their  bones  are  left  to  bleach  on 
their  own  happy  hunting  grounds.  This  is  but  a  faint  picture  of 
Indian  wars  that  have  waged  for  short  periods  in  every  State  and 
Territory  of  the  Union,  and  which  will  burst  forth  constantly,  until 
the  power  of  the  government  is  exerted  to  remove  lawless  and  despe- 
rate whites  from  the  Indian  country,  and  change  the  habits  of  the 
Indian  from  a  roving  and  hunter  life  to  one  of  agriculture  and  fixed 
habitations. 

It  may  not  be  considered  out  of  place,  I  trust,  if  I  should  state  my 
opinions,  formed  from  a  careful  observation  and  some  experience  as  to 
the  possibility  of  a  combination  or  union  of  the  wild  tribes  of  the 
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prairies,  to  wage  war  against  the  United  States,  which  wonld  necessa- 
rily he  protracted  and  expensive.  It  would  require  a  mighty  genius 
to  combine  and  unite  all  of  the  prairie  tribes  in  hostility  to  the  gov- 
ernment. Such  a  genius  must  possess  powers  of  oratory  and  persua- 
sion, and  far-seeing  policy,  and  a  popularity  greater  than  that  of  a 
King  Philip,  a  Pontiac,  or  a  Tecumseh.  If  such  a  chief  were  to  ap- 
pear on  the  prairies  now,  he  would  find  it  a  task  of  Herculean  labor 
to  form  a  party,  the  professed  object  of  which  should  be  hostility  to 
the  government.  It  would  be  an  utter  impossibility  to  harmonize  the 
discordant  elements,  smooth  over  difficulties,  to  heal  old  wounds  and 
differences  existing  among  the  different  tribes,  or  between  bands  of  the 
same  tribe.  Beside,  the  chiefs  are  truly  democratic,  and  are  extremely 
jealous  of  each  other,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  hear  that  a  partic- 
ular chief  has  been  deposed  or  passed  over,  because  of  his  too  great 
popularity,  effected  by  a  combination  of  petty  chiefs,  each  of  whom 
aspired  to  the  office  of  head  or  principal  chief.  Other  causes  would 
render  it  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  to  unite  different  tribes,  one  of 
which  is  their  own  constant  wars  and  feuds,  which  are  unceasing ; 
between  whom  there  is  never  a  peace,  nor  even  a  truce. 

It  would  require  the  genius  and  military  talents,  the  powers  of  cal- 
culation and  combination  of  a  Napoleon,  to  form  and  maintain  a 
union  of  these  tribes  for  any  length  of  time. 

If  the  reasons  above  stated  are  not  sufficiently  strong  to  prove  that 
a  combination  of  the  wild  tribes  to  wage  a  war  against  the  authority 
of  the  government  is  utterly  and  absolutely  impossible,  tor  want  of 
a  master  spirit,  to  unite,  guide,  and  control  them,  and  the  chances 
of  such  a  leader  appearing  upon  the  prairies  being  small,  and  even  if 
he  should  make  his  advent,  adverse  circumstances  are  so  many,  and 
apparently  insurmountable,  that  even  momentary  success  could  not 
be  calculated  upon,  another  and  still  stronger  reason  may  be  advanced, 
which  is  sufficient  of  itself,  without  any  other,  to  settle  this  question 
of  combination  at  once,  and  put  it  to  rest  forever.  It  is  this :  The 
Indians  entertain  no  hostile  or  unfriendly  feelings  towards  the 
government.  It  has  not  oppressed  nor  wronged  them.  They  do 
not  seek  for  any  redress  of  grievances,  either  real  or  imaginary,  for 
there  are  none.  The  parental  care  of  the  government  to  watch  over 
their  interests,  to  ameliorate  their  condition,  to  provide  for  their  wants 
and  necessities,  and  to  protect  them  in  their  rights,  is  so  plain  and 
obvious  to  the  Indians,  that  they  see  and  feel,  and  express  themselves 
on  all  occasions,  that  this  guardianship  is  for  their  good  and  welfare, 
and  the  protection  of  the  United  States  is  the  only  shield  by  which 
they  can  hope  for  safety  on  the  prairies,  surrounded  as  they  are  on 
all  sides  by  enemies.  They  make  no  complaints  against  any  injustice 
or  tyranny  exercised  towards  them  by  offioial  agents.  It  is  only 
against  those  unprincipled  whites  who  reside  in  their  midst,  in  viola- 
tion of  law,  that  they  complain  of  being  wronged,  cheated,  insulted 
and  beaten.  It  is  certain  from  the  most  abundant  evidence  that  the 
tribes,  separately  and  collectively,  are  not  disaffected  to  the  government. 
They  are  friendly  and  well  disposed,  and  desire  to  maintain  their 
peaceful  and  amicable  relations  with  it.  This  feeling  of  affection  and 
gratitude  to  their  "  Great  Father"  is  so  strong  and  deep  rooted  that 
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it  is  not  in  the  power  of  man  to  break  or  change  it,  except  momenta- 
rily. Hence,  if  the  proper  and  fit  leader  should  arise,  jet  it  would 
be  a  task  not  easily  accomplished  of  combining  the  tribes  for  an  offen- 
sive or  defensive  war,  consequently  all  cause  of  danger  on  that  ques- 
tion may  be  dismissed,  and  we  need  apprehend  none  but  outbreaks  in 
which  but  a  very-  small  number  of  Indians  of  any  one  band  is  en- 
gaged in  hostility. 

The  Indians  generally,  and  more  especially  the  old  chiefs  and  prin- 
cipal men,  are  shrewd  and  acute  reasoners,  considering  that  they  have 
no  advantages  of  education,  and  no  books  of  philosophy  and  history 
to  guide  them  by  the  lights  of  truth  and  precedent.  Their  only  his- 
tory is  oral  tradition,  mixed  with  much  fable,  handed  down  from  gen- 
eration to  generation.  As  to  the  intellect,  they  are  not  deficient,  and 
cannot  be  placed  in  a  scale  much  below  the  white  race,  certainly  not 
in  a  rank  of  great  inferiority. 

The  mind  of  the  Indian  lies  a  barren  waste,  without  education,  or 
training  in  processes  of  reasoning  or  logical  deductions,  except  by 
such  modes  or  paths  as  each  one  may  happen  accidentally  to  strike 
out  for  himself.     Their  amusements  are  few  and  simple ;  their  virtues 
many;  and  vices  were  unknown  among  them  until  contaminated, de- 
based, and  degraded  by  the  white  man.     The  old  chiefs  in  council 
have  often  called  my  attention  to  their  condition,  and  desired  that  1 
would  request  "their  Great  Father  to  send  them  a  farmer  to  teach 
the  old  men  and  women  how  to  cultivate  the  earth,  and  raise  corn  for 
food ;  that  they  might,  also,  have  a  teacher  for  the  young  children, 
and  a  missionary  of  the  Gospel  to  teach  them  the  ways  of  the  Great 
Spirit.     If  our  Great  Father  will  be  pleased  to  do  these  things  for  us, 
we  shall  have  subjects  of  thought  and  occupation  for  the  mind  and 
body.     We  shall  then  turn  our  thoughts  and  attention  to  these  things, 
and  shall  not  think  of  going  out  upon  the  war  trail.     We  shall  stay 
at  home  and  be  quiet.     We  wish  to  be  like  the  white  man  ;  to  learn 
his  ways  of  living,  and,  like  him,  to  have  subjects  of  thought  and 
occupation.     We  see  you,  Father,  for  days  sitting  in  your  lodge,  and 
reading  in  the  great  book.     We  know  that  you  are  conversing  with 
the  Great  Spirit,  or  with  friends  that  live  near  the  rising  sun.    Ton 
cannot  see  them,  yet  you  are  able  to  talk  with  them.     We  also  see 
you  engaged  in  writing  for  many  hours,  and  know  that  you  are  talk- 
ing to  our  '  Great  Father,1  and  asking  him  to  take  pity  on  his  red 
children.     When  thus  occupied,  you  do  not  think  about  going  upon 
the  war  path  against  your  enemies ;  you  are  quiet  and  happy  at  home. 
We  wish  to  be  the  same.     We  desire  to  be  occupied  with  those  things 
which  are  useful  and  necessary  for  us.     Now  we  have  but  little  to 
amuse  or  occupy  the  mind.     We  are  anxious  to  do  good,  and  please 
our  Great  Father,  but  we  often  fail  for  want  of  juugment  and  fore- 
thought, which  would  not  be  the  case  if  we  were  educated  and  trained 
like  the  white  man." 

Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  what  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  and 
observation  in  my  intercourse  with  the  wild  tribes  of  the  prairies.  1 
trust  that  the  department  will  take  such  steps,  and  adopt  such 
measures,  as  in  its  judgment  and  wisdom  may  seem  best  to  ameliorate 
and  improve  the  condition  of  these  poor  Indians ;  to  consider  the 
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plan  of  colonization,  if  that  should  be  deemed  a  proper  course  to 
change  them  from  a  hunting  to  an  agricultural  people,  or  to  carry  in- 
to effeet  any  other  method  that  may  be  devised,  in  order  to  save  these 
Indians  from  those  wars  of  extermination  which  are  invariably  marked 
in  their  progress  by  an  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  the  innocent  alike 
with  the  guilty,  and  the  merciless  and  relentless  massacre  of  unoffend- 
ing women  and  helpless  children. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  S.  TWI8S, 
Indian  Agent,  Upper  Platte. 
Hon.  Commissioner  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  25. 


Indian  Agency  of  the  Upper  Platte, 
At  Dripp's  Trading  Post,  September  22,  1856. 

Sir  :  In  my  annual  report  to  the  department,  dated  September  12, 
I  omitted  all  reference  to  details  and  statistical  facts ;  being  of  the 
opinion  that  it  would  be  preferable  to  make  these  the  subject  for  a 
supplemental  report. 

lii  addressing  this  communication  to  the  department,  for  its  infor- 
mation and  guidance  in  its  Indian  relations,  I  have  taken  much  care 
and  spared  no  pains,  and  have  travelled  over  the  prairie  to  distant 
points  of  this  agency  to  obtain  the  truth  and  the  facts  ;  to  see  and 
judge  for  myself;  placing  no  reliance,  or  but  very  little,  upon  the  re- 
lations or  hearsay  of  the  prairie  men,  the  mountaineers  and  old  trap- 
pers of  the  Indian  country.  I  make  no  statements,  therefore,  but 
such  as  I  have  been  able  to  verify  by  observation  and  personal  exami- 
nation. 

The  boundaries  of  this  agency,  as  claimed  by  the  bands  of  Sioux, 
Arapahoes,  and  Cheyennes,  parties  to  the  treaty  of  1851,  extend  from 
the  100th  to  the  107th  degree  of  longitude,  and  from  the  39th  to  the 
44th  parallel  of  latitude,  being  about  350  miles  from  east  to  west,  and 
350  miles  from  north  to  south,  containing  an  area  of  122,500  square 
miles — equal  to  six  New  England  States,  New  York,  and  New  Jersey. 
The  particular  boundaries,  as  fixed  and  guarantied  by  the  treaty,  were 
as  follows,  viz:  First.  On  the  east,  by  a  line  drawn  from  old  Fort 
Atkinson,  at  the  crossing  of  the  Arkansas,  Santa  Fe  trail*  to  the  forks 
of  the  Platte,  which  is  very  nearly  a  true  meridian,  (the  100th  de- 
gree ;)  thence,  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  forks  of  the  Platte,  to  the 
month  of  White  river,  in  the  Missouri.  Second.  On  the  north,  by 
White  river,  as  far  west  as  the  "  badlands;"  thence  northwesterly  to 
"  Bear  Butte/'  on  the  north  fork  of  the  Cheyenne  river ;  thence  along 
the  dividing  ridge  which  separates  the  waters  of  the  north  and  south 
forks  of  the  Cheyenne  river,  and  also  along  the  dividing  ridge  which 
separates  the  waters  of  the  Yellowstone  from  those  that  flow  east- 
wardly  to  the  Missouri,  to  the  "Red  Buttes,"  on  the  North  Platte. 
Third.  On  the  west,  by  a  line  running  on  the  dividing  ridge  which 
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separates  the  waters  of  the  Platte  from  the  Bio  Colorado,  to  the  head- 
waters of  the  Arkansas.  Fourth.  On  the  south,  by  a  line  running 
from  the  headwaters  of  the  Arkansas,  along  the  dividing  ridge  which 
separates  the  waters  of  the  said  river  from  those  of  the  south  fork  of 
the  Platte,  until  it  intersects  the  100th  degree  of  longitude.  Con- 
taining some  of  the  most  fertile  and  productive  lands  of  any  prairie 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  capable  of  yielding,  largely, 
grain  and  fruits  of  all  kinds,  wherever  it  is  possible  to  obtain  artificial 
irrigation.  The  country  may  be  denominated  a  rolling  prairie.  The 
larger  rivers  are  wide  and  shallow,  filled  with  fine  sand,  which  is  con- 
tinually shifting  in  many  places,  having  great  depth,  and  making  a 
difficult  ford.  The  larger  and  smaller  streams  have,  uniformly,  high 
bluffs  or  hills  on  either  bank,  sometimes  approaching  to  the  water's 
edge,  at  others  receding  for  miles,  giving  place  to  river  bottoms  and 
valleys  of  great  extent  and  fertility.  From  the  crest  of  these  river 
bluffs  a  beautiful  rolling  prairie  stretches  away  for  distances  greater 
or  less,  until  interrupted  by  other  river  bluffs  or  spurs  of  mountains 
covered  with  the  buffalo  and  other  prairie  grasses,  and  without  trees  or 
shrubs.  Timber  is  exceedingly  scarce,  and  is  found  only  in  very 
small  groves  along  the  banks,  or  on  the  islands  of  some  few  of  the 
water-courses — not  all  of  them.  In  the  gorges  and  ravines  of  the 
black  hills  and  the  spurs  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  in  the  western 
part  of  the  agency,  there  are  found  large  quantities  of  yellow  pine, 
spruce,  and  red  cedar. 

Grazing  is  unusually  excellent  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  In  truth, 
these  prairies  are  the  natural  feeding-grounds  of  the  buffalo,  (bison,) 
antelope,  deer,  elk,  and  mountain  sheep,  yielding  sufficient  food  to 
keep  them  in  good  condition  at  all  times,  and  affording  supplies  of 
food  to  the  Indians,  which,  if  calculated  on  the  scale  for  the  consup- 
tion  of  a  white  man,  would  be  enormous. 

The  elevation  of  this  region  of  country  varies  from  four  to  six  thou- 
sand feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  enjoying  a  dry,  salubrious,  and 
bracing  atmosphere,  with  no  rain  nor  dews  nor  frosts,  comparatively 
speaking,  and  with  no  great  depth  of  snow  in  the  winter,  except  in 
the  mountains,  with  a  climate  milder  and  a  more  serene  and  cloudless 
sky  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  same  parallel  of  latitude  in  the  Atlantic 
States. 

From  the  absence  of  rains  and  heavy  dews  it  is  impossible  to  make 
any  attempts  at  agriculture,  with  a  prospect  of  success  at  raising  a 
crop,  unless  there  is  within  reach  the  means  of  artificial  irrigation. 
Along  the  water  courses  where  there  is  sufficient  fall,  and  in  all  of 
the  mountain  streams  where  a  dam  may  be  constructed  and  the  valley 
irrigated,  large  crops  of  wheat,  corn,  roots  and  vines  can  be  grown, 
with  much  less  labor  than  is  bestowed  upon  likj  crops  in  the  grain 
growing  States. 

The  soil  possesses  all  of  the  elements  of  a  high  and  durable  fertility, 
gypsum,  potash  and  soda  and  alumine  salts.  But  that  portion  of  it 
which  could  be  successfully  cultivated  is  extremely  limited,  being,  as 
before  stated,  the  valleys  of  mountain  streams  and  those  others  hav- 
ing sufficient  fall.  Beyond  these,  which  under  no  circumstances 
could  support  but  a  sparse  and  widely  scattered  population,  the  prairie 
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country  is  well  adapted  to  grazing,  and  is  unquestionably  the  very 
best  for  cattle,  sheep  and  horses;  for  where  the  buffalo  thrives  and 
remains  fat  during  the  year,  the  domesticated  stock  would  neces  arily 
be  in  the  same  condition ;  and  what  is  most  certain  and  evident  to 
my  mind,  there  is  not  a  possibility  of  overstocking  the  country, 
subsistence  being  inexhaustible  in  this  great  pastoral  region. 

In  reference  to  the  population  of  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  range 
of  this  agency,  I  would  observe  that  from  a  careful  enumeration  of 
the  Sioux  bands,  denominated  the  Ogalalah  and  Brule  bands  of  the 
Upper  Platte,  by  counting  the  lodges  when  they  came  to  receive  the 
annuity  goods,  due  under  treaty  stipulations,  and  also  of  the  Arapa- 
hoe band  of  this  agency,  I  find  accurately,  that  the — 

Ogalalah  band  has 450  lodges. 

Brute  band  has 250      " 

Arapahoe  band  has 160      " 

Cheyenne  band  has 140      " 

1,000  lodges. 

The  enumeration  of  the  Cheyenne  band  was  made  one  year  ago. 
As  to  the  number  of  persons  for  each  lodge,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
a  fair  average  will  not  exceed  five  and  a  half  (5|,)  making  a  total  of 
5,500  souls,  men,  women  and  children,  for  1,000  lodges.  The  num- 
ber of  warriors,  or  those  capable  of  using  the  bow  and  arrow  against 
their  enemies,  I  should  estimate  at  two  for  each  lodge,  making  2,000 
warriors  for  1,000  lodges.  The  population  is  only  about  one  person 
to  twenty -five  square  miles,  which  is  a  sparse  population  even  for  an 
Indian  country.  The  white  population  is  limited  to  the  Indian 
traders  and  their  employes,  in  all  not  exceeding  100  persons,  and  to 
the  garrisons  of  the  military  posts  at  Fort  Laramie,  and  the  bridge 
crossing  of  the  North  Platte,  which  will  average  not  far  from  400 
men — total  whites  500. 

In  truth  and  in  fact  there  are  no  actual  settlers  nor  settlements 
within  the  agency.    The  right  of  soil  still  remains  with  the  Indian 


I  have  from  time  to  time  called  the  attention  of  the  department 
to  the  request  that  the  chiefs  in  council  had  frequently  made  to  me, 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  department  would  be  pleased  to  supply  each 
band  with  a  farmer  and  blacksmith. 

Since  the  great  peace  council  held  in  March  last  with  all  the  Sioux 
tribes  of  the  prairies  by  General  Harney,  commanding  Sioux  expedi- 
tion, in  which  various  stipulations,  agreements,  provisions  and  prom- 
ises were  made,  and  among  others  one  relating  to  agriculture,  and  an 
appropriation  asked  of  Congress,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  its  ob- 
jects and  humane  intentions,  I  have  devoted  much  time  to  this  matter, 
and  made  it  the  subject  of  inquiry  in  the  various  councils  held  with 
the  chiefs  of  the  Ogalalah  and  Brule  bands  of  Sioux,  and,  also,  of  the 
Arapahoe  band.  There  has  not  been,  1  must  confess,  that  unanimity 
of  feeling,  or  general  wish  to  begin  to  learn  how  the  white  man  raises 
corn,  that  I  had  anticipated,  from  what  had  been  the  language  on  the 
same  subject  in  the  councils  of  the  last  year.    From  the  fact  that  the 
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first  councils  with  the  Arapahoe  chiefs,  and  then  with  nearly  all  of 
the  Ogalalah  and  Brule  chiefs,  were  unanimous  on  this  question  of 
beginning  agricultural  pursuits  at  once,  and  at  farms  and  trading 
posts  that  were  to  be  established  immediately,  in  connexion  with  the 
Indian  agency  for  these  bands,  the  first  at  Cache  la  Poudre,  or  in  the 
yicinity  of  St.  Vrain's  fort,  on  the  south  fork,  and  for  the  latter,  at 
the  forks  of  Bear  and  Horse  creeks,  15  miles  south  of  this  trading 

Eost,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  total  inability  of  the  influential 
rule  chiefs,  and  a  part  of  the  Ogalalah  chiefs,  who  have  been  in  to 
see  since  the  first  council,  to  come  to  any  agreement  and  unanimity  in 
this  matter,  I  am  induced  to  believe,  and  I  have  pretty  strong  evidence 
of  the  fact,  that  these  latter  chiefs  have  been  tampered  with  by  de- 
signing and  infamous  whites,  whose  only  object  is  to  excite  and  exas- 
perate the  Indian  mind.  They  represented  to  the  chiefs,  I  am  told, 
that  the  real  object  of  the  government  in  sending  farmers  to  teach  the 
Indians  how  to  raise  corn  was  to  confine  the  Indians  to  a  small  tract 
of  country  to  live  on  corn  for  food,  and  take  away  from  them  all  the 
rest  of  the  Indian  country,  and  give  it  and  all  of  the  buffalo  to  whites, 
who  would  come  in  and  settle,  and  not  allow  the  Indian  tribes  to  hunt 
game  on  the  prairies ;  consequently,  when  the  corn  crop  failed,  as  it 
sometimes  must,  the  Indians  would  have  nothing  for  food,  and  would 
starve  unless  they  should  eat  their  own  children.  It  would,  therefore, 
be  better  for  the  Indian  not  to  permit  any  farms  or  trading  posts,  or 
agency  in  their  own  country,  except  at  Fort  Laramie,  where  all  most 
trade  and  come  for  the  annuity  goods.  The  chiefs  of  the  Oyokpahs, 
a  part  of  the  Ogalalah  band,  stated  to  me  in  council,  that  the  above 
message  was  sent  to  them  by  certain  Indian  traders,  whose  names  they 
gave  me,  with  the  charge  that  the  matter  must  be  kept  secret,  except 
from  the  Indian  bands  that  had  not  yet  agreed  to  the  measure. 

In  carrying  into  effect  any  plan  for  agriculture,  and  fixed,  perma- 
nent and  substantial  dwellings,  it  is  not  possible,  in  my  opinion,  to 
concentrate  all  of  the  bands  of  this  agency  at  or  near  the  same  point. 
There  are  convenient  locations  for  farms,  trading  posts  and  agency 
buildings,  for  particular  bands  or  parts  of  different  bands,  near  their 
usual  wintering  and  hunting  grounds,  and  yet  sufficiently  removed 
from  the  emigrant  road  to  keep  the  Indians  away  from  it;  and,  also, 
out  of  the  track  or  passes  of  the  buffalo  in  their  annual  migrations  to 
different  feeding  grounds,  and  less  objectionable  than  any  posts  here- 
tofore established  in  the  Indian  country.  By  the  plan  which  I  propose, 
the  Indian  agent  would  not  be  confined  to  any  one  place,  but  would 
have  posts  for  the  transaction  of  business  at  the  farms  and  trading 
houses.  These  would  be  constructed  at  a  small  expense,  and  would 
afford  storage  for  the  Indian  annuity  goods  for  each  band,  which  would 
render  it  a  more  easy  matter  to  keep  the  Indians  away  from  the  emi- 
grant trail,  which,  hitherto,  has  been  impossible,  for  the  reason  that 
the  Indians  have  always  been  called  to  meet  the  agent  at  or  near  Fort 
Laramie,  and  have  remained  encamped  upon  the  road  for  days  and 
even  weeks,  before  the  business  on  which  they  were  called  was  finished. 
As  a  natural  and  inevitable  consequence,  all  of  the  difficulties,  or 
nearly  all,  have  originated  here.  It  could  not  be  otherwise,  and  for 
this  reason  alone,  if  for  no  other*  I  would  not  recommend  a  continu- 
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anoe  of  this  system,  which  has  already  caused  such  disastrous  and 
deplorable  consequences,  and  will  do  so  to  the  end  of  time. 

The  agency  buildings,  farms,  and  trading  posts  which  I  would 
propose  to  be  established,  or  continue  where  already  established,  are 
as  follows,  viz : 

1st.  Indian  agency,  farm,  and  trading  post  for  the  Arapahoe  and 
Cheyenne  bands,  on  Cache  la  Poudre,  near  St.  Vrain's  fort,  on  the 
south  fork  of  the  Platte. 

2d.  Indian  agency,  farm,  and  trading  post  for  the  Ogalalah  band 
of  Sioux,  at  the  fork  of  Horse  and  Bear  creeks,  forty-five  miles  south- 
east of  Fort  Laramie. 

3d.  Indian  agency,  farm,  and  trading  post  for  the  Brule  band  of 
Sioux,  on  the  head  of  White  river,  eighty-five  miles  north,  southeast 
from  Fort  Laramie. 

4th.  Indian  agency,  farm,  and  trading  post  for  the  Crow  and  Snake 
tribes,  and  the  Upper  band  of  Minnecoujoux,  at  the  bridge,  crossing 
of  the  north  Platte,  and  near  tbe  mouth  of  the  Sweet  Water,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  westnorthwest  from  Fort  Laramie. 

I  would  recommend  that,  instead  of  making  a  large  outlay  for  the 
purpose  of  a  farmer,  farming  utensils  and  stock,  that  the  Indian 
traders  be  permitted  to  commence  farming  operations  at  tbe  points 
designated.  They  all,  without  exception,  understand  farming,  and 
would  cheerfully  engage  in  the  undertaking,  provided  the  authority 
were  given  them  to  do  so. 

These  Indian  traders  have  Indian  families  and  a  large  circle  of 
relatives  among  the  Indian  bands.  Besides  these,  there  is  always  a 
great  number  of  Indian  families  who,  from  long  habit  and  inclination, 
make  it  their  home  at  the  trading  posts,  and  would  from  necessity 
plant  and  raise  corn  for  food,  when  they  once  learned  the  manner  of 
doing  it  from  the  Indian  trader  ;  I  feel  assured  that  fifty  families,  at 
least,  would  be  found  engaged  in  raising  corn  the  first  year.  It  is  only 
by  this  method  of  leading  them  into  it  by  degrees  that  we  can  hope  for 
any  prospect  of  success  in  this  undertaking.  The  second  year  will  bring 
in  a  few  more  families.  The  Indian  women  and  the  old  men  being 
the  only  laborers,  the  task  would  be  vain  and  hopeless  to  induce  the 
braves  and  warriors  to  engage  in  the  pursuit.  It  would  be  deroga- 
tory to  their  rank  and  dignity  to  become  laborers  ;  but  their  families, 
their  women  may  do  it.  With  a  few  years  of  successful  farming 
operations  the  Indians  will  clearly  perceive  and  understand  how  much 
easier  and  better  it  is  for  them  to  procure  food  by  raising  corn,  and 
having  an  abundant  and  certain  supply  to  this  precarious  one  which 
they  now  depend  upon,  and  which  at  times  is  so  insufficient  that 
they  suffer  for  want  of  food  to  such  a  degree  as  to  become  actually 
emaciated ;  and  very  old  people  and  young  children  frequently  die 
from  starvation. 

If  this  plan  were  adopted  and  persevered  in,  and  its  execution  com- 
mitted to  faithful  and  trustworthy  hands,  in  a  very  short  period  of  time 
the  nomadic  habits  of  these  wild  tribes  of  the  prairies  would  be  changed 
to  agricultural  and  pastoral  pursuits,  and  instead  of  being  roving 
and  predatory  bands  they  would  become  settled,  and  dwell  in  fixed 
comfortable  homes. 


050  REPORT  OP  TOT 

I  had  proposed  to  myself,  before  closing  this  report,  to  state  my 
yiews  and  opinions  in  relation  to  the  mode  and  manner  of  arranging 
and  settling  occasional  and  ordinary  Indian  difficulties  by  the  military 
authorities  within  the  range  of  this  agency.  But  as  it  is  not  clear  to 
my  mind,  and  I  have  doubts  as  to  whether  or  not  these  matters  pro- 
perly belong  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  I  shall  refrain  from 
making  any  statement,  unless  co/nmanded  to  do  so.  Contenting  my- 
self with  strictly  following  my  orders  and  instructions,  and,  as  far  as 
in  my  power,  to  co-operate  with  the  military  commandants,  and  en- 
deavor to  promote  harmony  and  obtain  concert  of  action  in  all  that 
pertains  to  our  Indian  relations,  it  shall  be  my  first,  constant,  and 
earnest  effort  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  to  secure  and  preserve  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  Indian  country.  ^  \>: j 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  S.  TWISS, 
Indian  Agent,  Upper  Piatt*. 

Hon.  Commissioner  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  26. 


Indian  Agency  of  the  Upper  Platte, 
At  Dripp's  Trading  Post,  September  25,  1856. 

Sir:  On  the  2 2d  of  this  month  a  delegation  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
Cheyenne  band  of  the  Upper  Platte  arrived  at  th«  camp  of  this  agency, 
being  appointed  and  sent  by  the  said  band  to  make  known  to  me  the 
truth  of  all  that  has  occurred  so  terrible  and  horrible  in  the  recent 
outrages  at  Fort  Kearny,  and  to  take  my  advice  as  to  their  future 
course  of  conduct,  pledging  themselves  and  their  baud  to  follow  im- 
plicitly my  directions  in  all  things  that  I  should  require  of  them  to  do. 

They  stated  that  the  war  party  below  Kearny,  which  was  attacked 
by  the  soldiers  25th  August,  was  sent  against  the  Pawnees,  who  con- 
tinue to  steal  their  horses,  and  not  against  the  whites ;  that  two  young 
men  went  to  the  mail  wagon ;  it  was  to  beg  some  tobacco,  and  not  to 
kill  the  white  men ;  but,  unfortunately,  the  mail  carrier  fired  upon 
them,  and  one  of  the  young  men,  being  a  fool  and  mad,  shot  arrows 
and  wounded  the  white  man.  When  the  leader  of  the  war  party, 
which  was  concealed,  saw  these  things,  he  rushed  out  with  the  others 
to  save  the  white  men,  and  succeeded  in  doing  so,  and  then  punished 
the  Indian  for  shooting  the  white  man  according  to  the  Indian  laws. 
The  next  morning  the  troops  from  the  fort  attacked  them,  and  killed 
six  of  the  war  party.  They  refused  to  fight  the  white  soldiers,  and 
ran  away,  leaving  their  horses,  bows,  and  arrows,  and  robes  in  camp. 
The  war  party  crossed  to  the  north  bank,  and,  falling  in  with  a  small 
train,  (said  to  be  Babbit's,)  in  the  excitement  caused  by  the  death  of 
the  six  men,  they  attacked  it,  killing  two  men  and  a  child,  and  taking 
a  woman  captive,  (Mrs.  Wilson,  of  St.  Louis,)  whom  they  killed  the 
same  day,  because  she  was  unable  to  ride  on  horseback  and  keep  np 
with  them. 
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They  returned  to  the  band  on  Republican  fork,  and  arrived  in  the 
camp  on  the  second  night  after  the  affair  with  the  soldiers.  When  it 
became  known  that  six  men  of  the  war  party  were  killed,  the  rela- 
tions and  young  men  were  mad,  and  could  not  be  restrained  by  the 
old  chiefs.  One  war  party  of  eight  stole  off  in  the  night,  and  went 
down  as  far  as  Cottonwood  fork,  and  attacked  a  small  party  encamped, 
killing  one  woman,  and  taking  a  small  child  captive.  Another  war 
party  of  thirteen  stole  away  from  the  Indian  camp,  and  went  to  the 
emigrant  road,  near  Fallen's  bluff,  and  attacked  a  party  of  three 
men  (Babbit  and  two  men)  on  the  north  side  of  the  Platte,  and  killed 
them  at  their  noon  camp.  The  night  following  they  attacked  a  party 
when  asleep,  and  killed  two  men,  one  woman,  and  a  child,  and  took 
a  white  woman  captive. 

These  parties  returned  to  the  Indian  village,  and  were  prevented 
from  going  out  on  the  war  path  by  the  chiefs  and  principal  men, 
who  had  succeeded  in  allaying  the  excitement  caused  by  the  first  news 
of  the  death  of  the  six  young  men  by  the  attack  of  the  United  States 
troops.  The  band  removed  from  the  Republican  to  the  South  fork  of  the 
Platte,  near  the  mouth  of  Beaver  creek,  at  which  place  the  delegation 
was  chosen  and  sent  forward  to  me. 

The  council  was  continued  for  two  days.  The  chiefs  acknowledged 
that  they  had  done  wrong,  and  broken  the  bond  of  peace  between 
them  and  their  "Great  Father;"  but  implored  that  he  would  take 
pity  upon  them,  for  they  could  not  control  the  war  party  when  they 
saw  their  friends  killed  by  the  soldiers  after  they  had  thrown  down 
their  bows  and  arrows  and  begged  for  life. 

Believing  that  they  were  truly  sincere,  and  had  no  object  in  de- 
ceiving me  or  turning  treacherous,  and  also  being  convinced  that 
they  had  mastered  and  brought  under  control  and  subjection  the 
"  Bad  Spirits,""  the  young  warriors,  who  were  hot  for  the  war  path, 
I  required  that  they  should  consent  and  pledge  themselves  and  their 
band  to  observe  the  following  course  of  conduct,  viz : 

1st.  That  they  will  not  permit  any  of  their  people  to  leave  the  vil- 
lage to  go  near  the  great  road,  or  on  the  war  path  against  the  whites. 

2d.  That  they  will  treat  as  friends  all  whites  who  may  come  to  their 
village  or  pass  through  their  country,  and  will  assist  them  if  they  are 
in  need. 

3d.  That  they  will  treat  as  friends  all  neighboring  tribes  and  will 
not  go  on  the  war  path  against  them. 

4th.  That  they  will  not,  at  any  time,  do  any  act  that  may  disturb 
the  harmony  or  break  the  peace  subsisting  between  them  and  the  gov- 
ernment. 

In  relation  to  the  two  white  prisoners,  the  woman  and  child,  I  found 
it  difficult  to  get  a  promise  tnat  they  would  deliver  them  into  my 
.  hands.  They  stated  that  the  war  party,  together  with  the  relations 
and  friends  of  the  Cheyenne  confined  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Laramie, 
urged  it  as  a  condition  that  the  white  prisoners  would  be  sent  to  me, 
provided  I  would  restore  to  them  the  Cheyenne  captive.  Under  these 
circumstances  which  surrounded  me  as  to  this  matter  I  could  give  no 
pledges.     I  dismissed  the  chiefs  with  a  request  that  they  would  treat 
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the  woman  and  child  with  kindness  and  humanity,  which  they  pro- 
mised to  do. 

In  the  proceedings  of  this  council,  and  the  causes  which  have  impelled 
me  to  adopt  this  course  of  policy  towards  the  Cheyenne  band,  I  have 
had  one  single  object  in  view,  viz:  to  protect  the  lives  of  the  small 
parties  of  travellers  upon  this  great  road,  extending  from  the  frontiers 
of  the  State  to  the  Sweet  Water,  a  distance  of  750  miles,  knowing,  as 
I  well  knew,  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  these  Indians,  by  sending  out 
,  small  war  parties  to  massacre  all  of  these  white  parties,  with  no  possi- 
ble chance  of  even  a  few  escaping.  These  parties  are  defenceless,  and 
generally  neglect  every  precaution  of  safety.  At  this  season  of  the  year 
there  are  many  of  them  on  the  road,  going  to  or  returning  from  the 
States.  In  order  to  save  the  lives  of  these  I  have  adopted  the  only 
course  which  duty  and  humanity  and  the  pressing  exigencies  of  the 
times  pointed  out  to  me.  If  T  shall  fail  the  responsibility  will  rest  on 
me  alone.  But  it  Bhall  not  be  said  of  me  that  I  made  no  effort  to  shield 
and  protect  the  innocent  upon  this  long  trail  from  a  repetition  of  the 
horrors  and  terrible  calamities  that  burst  forth  near  Fort  Kearny. 

If  my  conduct  is  approved,  I  shall  be  satisfied  ;  if  disapproved,  I 
trust  I  shall  not  be  censured  because  I  have  interfered  with  or  para- 
lyzed any  measures  that  have  been  or  maybe  adopted  by  the  government 
in  order  to  chastise  and  punish  the  Indians.  These  questions  are  left 
untouched ;  I  have  not  meddled  with  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  S.  TWISS, 
Indian  Agent,  Upper  Plattt. 

Colonel  Cumming, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  27. 


Indian  Agency  of  the  Upper  Platte, 
At  Dripp's  Trading  Post,  October  13,  1856. 

Sir  :  On  the  28th  September  I  forwarded  by  Captain  Stewart,  United 
States  cavalry,  commanding  escort  on  return  to  Fort  Kearny,  com- 
munications for  the  department,  dated  September  12,  22,  and  25,  in 
relation  to  Indian  affairs  generally  within  this  agency,  and  to  the 
Cheyenne  difficulties  particularly. 

The  Cheyennes  are  perfectly  quiet  and  peaceable  and  entirely  with- 
in my  control  and  obedient  to  my  authority.  The  village  is  at  present 
located  on  Pole  creek,  sixty  miles  to  the  southward  of  this  post.  I 
have  information,  given  me  by  two  of  the  chiefs  who  visited  me  on 
the  8th  instant,  that  the  white  woman  taken  prisoner  this  side  Kear- 
ny had  escaped  from  the  village  before  the  delegation  of  chiefs  that 
visited  this  agency  on  the  2 2d  September  had  returned.  At  the  time 
of  her  escape  the  topographical  party  was  near  the  village,  and  white 
men  who  could  speak  the  Cheyenne  language  had  visited  the  village, 
and  knew  that  the  woman  and  little  boy  were  there,  and  advised  the 
chiefs  to  bring  both  of  them  to  me.  The  woman  had  liberty  to  go 
about  wherever  she  pleased,  no  guard  or  watch  being  placed  over  her. 
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Doubtless  she  escaped  to  the  camp  of  the  whites,  knowing  that  they 
were  near  by,  and,  when  once  there,  the  commandant  of  the  party 
would  not  send  her  back  into  captivity,  although  he  might  have  pre- 
ferred, as  he  had  previously  advised,  that  the  chiefs  should  bring  the 
woman  to  me.  Under  the  circumstances  he  acted  right  and  proper, 
and  deserves  all  praise  for  having  protected  the  woman.  He  will  re- 
store her  to  her  friends  when  he  reaches  the  frontier,  for  I  have  under- 
stood he  is  on  his  way  thither.  This  reasoning  as  to  the  fate  of  the 
woman  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  she  disappeared  from  the  Indian 
village  the  night  after  the  whites  moved  their  camp,  and  the  latter 
remained  only  one  night  near  this  village.  If  the  woman  had  been 
killed  by  the  Cheyennes  the  fact  would  not  have  been  concealed  from 
me.     I  should  have  obtained  all  the  particulars  before  this  time. 

I  feel  confident,  from  everything  that  has  transpired,  and  from  all 
the  knowledge  that  I  have  obtained,  (and  my  sources  of  information 
are  reliable  and  ample,)  that  the  disposition  of  the  Cheyennes  is 
peaceable.  I  am  positively  certain  that  the  war  party  is  absolutely 
subjected  to  the  authority  of  the  old  chiefs.  It  is  known  to  me  that 
these  chiefs  have  organized  a  party  of  their  own  near  relatives  and 
friends  who  will  kill  any  war  parties  that  may  attempt  to  leave  the 
Cheyenne  village.  This  is  a  law  of  the  Indians,  recently  enacted  in 
a  council  of  the  band,  and  in  which  all  assented,  even  those  small  war 
parties  whose  friends  had  been  killed  near  Fort  Kearny,  and  who 
committed,  afterwards,  those  murders  on  the  emigrant  road. 

I  gave  at  length  the  reasons  for  the  course  I  had  adopted  towards 
the  Cheyennes  in  my  letter  of  the  25th  September.  The  responsibility 
of  those  measures  rests  on  me  alone.  I  have  had  no  advice,  no  aid, 
nor  co-operation  from  the  military  authorities.  I  have  no  desire,  for 
the  present,  to  make  any  complaints  against  any  one  for  having  thrown 
obstacles  and  impediments  in  my  way  at  every  step,  nor  for  having 
given  advice  to  the  Sioux  bands,  the  tendency  of  which  was  contrary 
to  my  counsel,  and  obviously  and  clearly  has  exasperated  and  excited 
them  to  almost  open  hostilities  against  the  Cheyennes.  As  long  as  I 
am  successful  in  keeping  the  Indian  bands  quiet  and  peaceable,  and 
meet  with  no  disasters,  nor  sustain  any  defeats  in  my  plans  to  preserve 
peace  and  tranquillity,  I  shall  make  no  charges. 

It  is  clearly  evident  to  my  mind  that  the  exasperation,  excitement, 
and  hostile  feelings  of  the  Cheyennes,  have  been  caused,  in  the  first 
place,  by  the  measures  adopted  and  carried  into  force  by  the  military 
authorities  at  the  North  Platte  bridge  early  last  spring ;  have  been 
kept  up  and  increased  in  virulence,  subsequently,  by  those  others  at 
Fort  Kearny ;  in  the  first  of  which  the  Cheyennes  were  clearly  inno- 
cent; and  in  the  latter,  although  they  were  wrong  in  sending  two  In- 
dians to  the  road  to  beg  tobacco  of  the  mail  carrier,  yet  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  in  extenuation,  that  the  war  party  ran  out  to  the  road, 
and  saved  the  lives  of  the  white  men  in  charge  of  the  mail,  and  then 

{unished  the  two  Indians  who  had  fired  on  them,  according  to  the 
ndian  laws,  by  whipping  them.  The  attack  on  the  mail  carrier  was 
an  accident,  and  unintentional  on  the  part  of  the  Cheyennes — most 
probably  brought  on  by  the  mail  carrier  firing  at  the  two  Indians^ 
who,  in  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  returned  the  fire.    The  chief 


6M  ££port  or  Tax 

of  that  war  party,  whom  I  hare  questioned  in  the  matter,  states  that 
this  is  the  true  account.  It  is  certain  that  if  the  Indians  had  intended 
to  kill  the  mail  party,  it  would  have  been  a  very  easy  matter,  and  the 
act  would  have  been  consummated  on  the  spot;  for  the  war  party  was 
well  mounted,  and  there  was  no  chance  for  the  escape  of  the  mail 
wagon  by  running  the  mules.  It  is  true,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the 
mail  carrier  greatly  exaggerated  the  circumstances  of  this  affair  when 
he  reached  Kearny,  and  the  excitement  caused  thereby  was  vastly 
increased  in  consequence  of  the  wound  in  his  arm,  and  the  arrows 
(several)  that  were  found  inside  of  the  wagon. 

The  next  day  the  troops  attacked  the  Cheyennes  not  far  from  the 
spot  where  the  affair  happened  with  the  mail  party. 

The  Indians  were  unsuspicious  of  danger,  but  when  they  saw  the 
troops  rushing  upon  them  they  fled,  leaving  everything  in  their  camp. 
Two  of  the  Sioux  prisoners,  returning  from  Fort  Leavenworth  to  this 
agency,  were  employed  as  guides  to  the  troops,  very  imprudently,  in 
my  opinion,  as  this  fact  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Cheyennes, 
and  is  the  cause  of  bitter  and  angry  feeling  between  the  two  bands. 

These  two  Sioux  state  to  me  that  the  Cheyennes  would  not  fight 
against  the  troops ;  that  they  saw  some  of  the  young  braves  come  up 
to  the  soldiers,  and  throwing  down  their  bows  and  arrows,  hold  out 
their  hands,  begging  for  their  lives.  They  were  shot  down  when 
only  a  few  feet  from  the  troops. 

The  subsequent  murders  and  atrocities  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Platte,  and  also  on  this  side  of  Kearny,  committed  on  weak  and  de- 
fenceless parties,  were  in  consequence  of  this  attack  of  the  troops, 
causing  an  excitement  and  exasperation  in  the  Indian  mind  beyond 
control,  by  the  merciless  and  relentless  slaughter  of  the  braves,  after 
they  had  surrendered  to  the  whites,  or  at  least  after  they  had  made 
signs  of  submission. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  S.  TWISS, 
Indian  Agent,  Upper  Platte. 

Hon.  Commissions  of  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  28. 


Omaha  Agency, 
Black  Bird  Bills,  October  10,  1856. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  department  I 
submit  the  following  report ;  but  as  I  have  occupied  the  station  of 
agent  for  a  very  short  period  only,  (viz:  about  two  months,)  it  cannot 
be  as  complete  as  I  could  have  wished.  The  tribe  under  my  charge, 
the  Omabas,  I  am  happy  to  say  exhibit  manifest  and  cheering  signs 
of  improvement.  When  I  came  among  them,  eighteen  years  ago,  as 
their  farmer,  they  were  thriftless,  indifferent,  and  discouraged ;  roam- 
ing here  and  there  throughout  the  Territory,  committing  petty  thefts, 
and  in  various  ways  annoying  the  white  settler,  they  destroyed  his 
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sympathy  for  them,  and  were  deprived  of  his  aid  01  advice  in  matters 
affecting  their  best  interests.  This  year,  however,  they  have  remained 
more  at  home,  (except  when  on  their  hunts,)  and  the  settler  has  been 
free  from  annoyance. 

Good  feeling  and  mutual  fair  treatment  characterizes  the  intercourse 
between  the  two  races. 

The  Omahas  have  been,  and  are,  in  good  health,  and  since  retaking 
possession  of  their  reserve  last  spring  have  behaved  well,  and  im- 
proved in  cleanliness  and  habits  of  industry. 

Besides  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land  broken  up  for 
their  use  by  the  government  order,  they  have  cultivated  about  seventy- 
five  acres  in  small  patches,  and  their  corn  crop  will  yield  nearly  six 
thousand  bushels.  They  have  also  raised  considerable  quantities  of 
potatoes,  turnips,  pumpkins,  melons,  &c.  Their  spring  and  summer 
hunts  have  proved  very  successful,  having  then  secured  large  supplies 
of  buffalo  and  deer  meat,  about  eight  hundred  buffalo  robes,  and 
plenty  of  deer  and  other  skins. 

The  agricultural  implements  furnished  by  government  are  in  good 
order,  and  at  present  number  twenty-two  ploughs,  eighteen  sets  of 
harness,  and  about  two  hundred  hoes  and  other  small  utensils.  Hav- 
ing no  shop  in  which  to  work,  the  blacksmith  has  not  been  able  to  do 
much.  I  am  happy,  however,  to  report  that  a  shop  and  dwelling  for  his 
use  are  nearly  completed ;  also  a  small  temporary  house  for  the  farmer's 
accommodation.  The  agent  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Missions  has 
commen ced  the  erection  of  buildings  for  their  use.  The  tribe  numbered 
at  the  last  census  in  September  last  eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven, 
being  an  increase  of  nearly  one  hundred  since  the  last  annual  report. 
The  most  of  the  tribe  follow  the  chase  at  the  usual  season,  though  on 
their  return  quite  a  number  are  willing  to  labor,  and  a  fair  disposi- 
tion to  learn  the  use  of  agricultural  implements  is  displayed  by  some. 
With  the  exception  of  a  few  they  are  temperate,  and  the  chiefs 
desirous  to  prevent  the  illicit  introduction  of  ardent  spirits  among 
them.  Some  of  them  exhibit  encouraging  indications  of  economy,  and 
when  advised  by  me  (at  the  late  payment)  to  refrain  from  extrava- 
gance in  purchasing  gaudy  ornaments  and  other  useless  articles,  they 
expended  their  money,  in  the  main,  for  provisions,  blankets,  ammu- 
nition, and  other  necessaries.  When  urged  by  your  agent  to  appro- 
priate at  least  a  portion  of  their  funds  to  the  payment  of  debts  in- 
curred during  the  past  season,  most  of  them  were  prompt  in  adjusting 
these  old  matters.  I  respectfully  suggest  to  the  department  the 
speedy  erection  of  the  mills  guarantied  to  this  tribe  by  treaty  stipula- 
tion. The  early  completion  of  these  would  add  much  to  their  pros- 
perity. I  also  deem  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  they  be  furnished 
with  a  good  supply  of  milch  cows.  If  they  can  be  convinced  of  the 
value  of  raising  stock,  and  making  butter  and  cheese,  they  will  become 
better  satisfied  with  a  quiet,  industrious  life.  My  own  experience  as 
a  farmer,  and  my  late  association  with  them  as  their  farmer,  warrant 
me  in  this  belief,  and  my  sincere  desire  to  see  them  content  amidst 
their  flocks  and  herds,  prompts  this  earnest  request  for  the  above 
supply.  The  location  has  been  a  fortunate  one.  A  more  judicious 
selection  could  not  have  been  made.    The  creeks  and  streams  are 
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numerous,  and  out  of  every  bluff,  and  almost  every  bottom,  gush 
springs  of  water. 

The  supply  of  timber  is  good ;  cottonwood,  oak,  walnut,  and  hick- 
ory groves  being  found  all  along  the  banks  of  the  watercourses.     In- 
dications of  rich  mineral  treasures  have  been  brought  to  light.     Coal, 
resembling  the  "  Liverpool  Cannel,"  has  been  found  in  small  quan- 
tities cropping  out  of  the  bluff.     Lead  ore,  said  to  be  equal  to  that  of 
the  Galena  district,  has  been  exhibited,  and  blue  limestone  of  superior 
quality  is  abundant ;  and  I  have  been  informed  that  evidences  of  the 
existence  of  ironore  are  not  unfrequent.     Time,  patience,  and  kind, 
judicious  treatment  will,  I  believe,  and  sincerely  hope,  develope  these 
vast  natural  resources  for  the  benefit  of  both  white  and  red  man.     I 
further  suggest  that,  in  my  opinion,  much  good  would  result  if  those 
of  this  tribe,  who,  after  the  recent  massacre  of  Col.  Babbitt's  train, 
near  Fort  Kearny,  by  the  Cheyennes,  secured  and  faithfully  delivered 
up  the  abandoned  wagons  and  goods  belonging  to  that  unfortunate 
party,  be  rewarded  and  encouraged  by  suitable  presents.     The  Indian 
is  not  ungrateful,  and  such  slight  evidences  of  the  recognition  by 
government  of  their  honesty  and  fidelity  to  its  interests  will  be  at- 
tended with  the  most  happy  results.     I  deem  it  my  duty  to  advise  tbe 
department  that  the  Puncas  have  recently  shown  a  disposition   to 
claim  and  occupy  the  land  lying  between  Ayoway  creek  and  *'  l'Eau 
qui  Court,"  or  running  water.     As  our  settlements  are  rapidly   in- 
creasing in  that  section  of  Nebraska  Territory,  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  some  means  should  be  speedily  taken  to  confer  with  that 
tribe,  and  to  prevent  difficulty  between  them  and  the  settler.     I  con- 
clude by  expressing  my  satisfaction  at  the  improvement  of  the  Omahas 
during  the  past  year.     They  are  well  provided  for  the  winter,  having 
a  large  supply  of  corn  and  dried  meats. 

They  are  at  peace  with  the  Sioux,  Pawnees,  and  other  neighboring 
tribes ;  have  always  been  friendly  towards  us,  and  willing  to  comply 
with  all  treaty  stipulations  when  properly  explained  to,  and  under- 
stood by,  them,  evincing  many  signs  of  earnest  desire  to  work  and 
behave  themselves  with  propriety. 

They  deserve  the  most  liberal  consideration  which  the  department 
can  consistently  and  legally  grant  them. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  ROBERTSON, 

Indian  Agent* 

CoK  A.  Cummino, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs, 

St.  Louis,  Missouri. 


No.  29. 


October  28,  1856. 

Bear  Silt :  Several  complaints  have  been  made  of  late  of  the  Pawnee 
Indians  having  committed  depredations  on  the  whites  who  have  settled 
near  their  villages.    I  accordingly  went  to  their  villages  to  see  them  ; 


SECRETARY  OF  THE   INTERIOR.  657 

they  would  not  own  of  having  interrupted  the  whites,  but  complained 
that  white  men  were  settling  close  around  them,  and  cutting  off  the 
timber  from  their  land,  and  they  wished  me  to  inform  their  agent ; 
and  also,  to  state  to  him  that  they  were  very  anxious  to  make  a  treaty 
with  the  government  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  land  the  whites  are  settling  on  near  the  Pawnees  has  been 
bought  of  the  Ottoes  and  Omahas ;  but  the  Pawnees  complain  of  the 
Omahas  having  sold  land  to  government  which  belongs  to  them,  which 
I  am  satisfied  is  true ;  I  have  been  twenty-three  years  in  this  country, 
and  I  have  always  understood  that  Shell  creek  was  the  dividing  line 
between  them  and  the  Omahas,  and  the  Omahas  sold  to  Beaver  creek, 
which  is  a  difference  of  forty  miles  up  the  Platte,  and  this  is  the  great 
cause  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  Pawnees ;  and  their  remain- 
ing where  they  now  are  greatly  retards  the  settling  of  the  country  by 
the  whites,  therefore  I  think  it  highly  important  that  a  treaty  should 
be  made  with  them  as  soon  as  practicable.  Knowing,  sir,  that  fre- 
quent threats  are  made  by  both  whites  and  Indians,  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  inform  you  of  the  fact,  (as  there  is  no  agent  here  for  the  Pawnees,) 
and  urge  the  immediate  necessity  of  a  treaty. 

The  Pawnees  are  soon  to  start  on  their  winter  hunt,  therefore  could 
not  be  met  in  council  until  next  spring. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  ALLIS, 


Colonel  Cummino, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 


Pawnee  Interpreter. 


No.  30. 


Great  Nhhama  Agency,  K.  T., 

September  30,  1856. 

Sir  :  The  Indians  residing  within  this  agency  have,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  latter  part  of  August  and  the  beginning  of  September, 
enjoyed  good  health ;  nor  has  there  been  any  actual  suffering  for  sub- 
sistence during  the  whole  of  the  past  year.  The  Indians  raise  large 
quantities  of  melons  and  squashes,  which  are  used  with  early  corn  before 
tney  are  well  ripened,  and  which  constitutes  the  larger  portion  of  their 
food  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  this  is  doubtless  one  of  the  pri- 
mary causes  which  produces  sickness.  As  autumn  advances  they  re- 
gain their  health.  Such  appears  to  be  the  result  of  my  observations 
for  a  number  ofyears. 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Missouri  have  made  but  little  progress  towards 
civilisation.  The  separation  of  a  part  of  the  tribe  under  the  control 
of  Ne-sour-quoit,  has  had  some  influence  in  retarding  them  in  emerg- 
ing from  their  old  established  habits.  To  maintain  his  influence  over 
any  portion  of  the  tribe  he  has  resorted  to  much  misrepresentation  of 
existing  treaties  and  of  promises  made  at  the  Indinn  Department,  and 
he  has  thus  succeeded  in  keeping  with  him,  up  to  this  time,  some  sixty 
42 
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of  the  tribe  trespassing  on  the  Kickapoo  reserve.  His  influence,  bow- 
ever,  is  daily  growing  less,  and,  from  present  appearances,  but  few 
will  adhere  to  nim  in  his  refractory  course,  as  some  have  already  left 
him  since  the  general  council  held  at  this  agency  by  your  direction. 
In  my  opinion,  he  should  not  be  recognized  as  a  leading  man  of  the 
tribe  by  the  government  and  its  agents,  until  he  complies  with  the 
stipulations  ot  the  late  treaty. 

Those  residing  on  the  Sax  and  Fox  reserve,  with  the  leading  chiefs 
and  braves,  number  about  two  hundred.  Some  of  these  have  cultivated 
fields  of  corn  and  other  vegetables,  besides  having  a  part  in  the  new 
fifty-acre  field.     This  tribe  will  have  an  abundance  of  corn,  potatoes, 

{rampkins,  and  beans,  and  they  have  prepared  large  quantities  for 
uture  use  ;  some  are  at  this  time  at  the  agency  farm  (frying  pump- 
kins and  digging  potatoes,  &c.  If  these  Indians  conform  to  the 
promises  recently  made  to  me,  there  is  hope  that  their  agent  will  be 
able  to  give  a  more  flattering  account  of  their  progress  in  civilization 
in  his  next  annual  report. 

This  tribe  have  now  under  consideration  a  law  to  suppress  drunken- 
ness similar  to  that  made  by  the  Ioways,  which  will,  I  hope,  stop  the 
debasing  traffic  in  spirituous  liquors  with  Indians,  so  degrading  to  all 
white  men  who  engage  in  it.  The  Indians  are  well  pleased  with  their 
present  smith,  and  as  there  will  be  much  heavy  work  to  do  I  have  en- 
gaged the  services  of  an  assistant  blacksmith. 

The  Iowa  tribe  are  still  making  some  advances  in  agriculture.  Sev- 
eral young  married  men,  in  addition  to  those  already  engaged,  have 
made  their  selections  for  farms,  commenced  making  rails  for  fencing, 
&c. ;  these  have  made  application  for  waggons,  oxen,  and  ploughs, 
all  of  which  I  have  promised  them  with  the  approbation  of  the  chiefs, 
to  be  furnished  as  soon  as  I  shall  be  satisfied  that  they  would  continue 
their  industry.  The  chiefs  and  headmen  seem  to  take  some  interest 
of  late  in  these  matters,  and  have  promised  me  their  aid  in  advancing 
their  tribe  in  civilization. 

The  law  passed  early  last  summer  by  this  tribe  for  the  suppression 
of  intoxicating  drinks  has  thus  far  been  observed,  and  its  good  effects 
can  be  readily  seen  by  the  increased  industry  and  attention  to  domestic 
affairs.  They  have  made  large  quantities  of  hay  to  winter  their  stock, 
prepared  more  sweet  corn  and  dried  pumpkins  than  heretofore,  and 
gathered  and  put  up  beans  in  proportion.  Should  they  continue  their 
progress  in  increasing  the  products  of  the  soil  they  will,  in  a  few  years, 
be  able  to  support  themselves  comfortably  solely  by  their  own  labor. 

I  have  had  the  agency  farm  surveyed,  and  as  soon  as  the  plats  are 
made  I  will  forward  them  to  the  department. 

For  a  detail  of  the  operations  of  the  farm,  I  refer  you  to  the  report 
of  the  farmer. 

The  school  at  the  Iowa  mission  is  well  managed  by  the  Rev.  S.  M. 
Irvin,  superintendent,  and  those  under  his  direction.  Besides  the 
ordinary  instruction  in  the  recitation  rooms,  the  boys  are  taught  to 
labor  in  the  garden  and  on  the  farm,  to  plough  and  drive  teams,  handle 
and  use  mechanical  tools  about  the  farm  and  shop.  The  girls  learn 
sewing,  making  of  clothing,  cooking,  and  other  branches  of  house- 
keeping.    At  this  time  there  are  twenty-four  boys  and  twenty-one 


SECRETARY   OF  THE   INTERIOR.  659 

jjirls  boarding  and  attending  school  at  the  establishment,  and  receiv- 
ing its  benefits.  This  practical  course  of  instructions  is,  in  my  opin- 
ion, of  the  first  importance,  and  lies  at  the  foundation  of  their  future 
usefulness  as  well  as  the  eventual  civilization  of  the  Indians. 

Notwithstanding  these  children  are  well  fed,  clad  and  cared  for,, 
several  of  them  have  been  taken  away  by  their  parents  or  relations. 
It  is  unfortunate  that  no  argument,  no  matter  how  persuasive,  is  suf- 
ficient to  convince  and  at  the  same  time  satisfy  the  parents  of  these 
children  how  very  important  it  is  that  they  should  remain  at  school 
until  they  arrive  at  an  age  when  their  characters  and  habits  of  indus- 
try, &c,  shall  have  become  fixed,  and  they  are  able  to  emulate  the 
steady  citizen  in  the  pursuits  of  life.  And  on  several  occasions  it  so 
happened  that  they  were  stolen  or  taken  away  at  the  very  stage  in 
their  progress  of  education  when  about  to  have  fixed  upon  their 
minds  and  habits  the  result  of  years  of  patient  labor  bestowed  by  those 
who  have  now  become  deeply  interested  in  the  efforts  thus  made  in 
behalf  of  their  pupil.  I  have,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  interposed 
to  prevent  the  taking  of  children  away  from  the  school  by  their 
parents  and  relatives.  I  have  found  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  induce 
parents  not  having  children  at  school,  but  have  them  about  their  huts 
immersed  in  filth,  to  send  them,  and  yet  I  am  not  prepared  to  recom- 
mend any  other  than  persuasive  means  at  the  present  moment  to  fill 
up  the  school.  The  tribes  are  not  yet  well  established,  or  made  suffi- 
cient improvements  at  their  new  homes,  to  resort  to  anything  like 
coercive  measures  to  accomplish  this  object,  however  desirable  it  may 
be. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  VANDERSLICE, 
Indian  Agent. 

Colonel  A.  Cummino, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


No.  31. 


Iowa  and  Sac  Mission, 

September  30,  1856, 

Drar  Bib  :  The  30th  of  September  is  again  upon  us,  when,  as  our 
custom  long  has  been,  it  is  a  privilege  to  furnish  you  some  report  of 
oar  school  the  past  year. 

Last  year,  at  this  time,  we  numbered  fifty-one  scholars.  Of  these, 
daring  the  year  just  at  a  close,  three  have  been  removed  by  death-, 
one  has  been  removed  to  a  place  of  usefulness  among  the  Kickapoos,, 
five  have  been  taken  away  by  parents  and  friends,  and  one  ran  away. 
Four  have  been  added  during  the  year,  leaving  our  number  now 
present  forty-five  (45,)  twenty-four  boys  and  twenty-one  girls.  These 
are  from  seven  different  tribes,  but  the  majority  are  from  the  Ioway 
nation.  They  are  in  the  different  stages  of  education,  between  two> 
and  three  letters  to  geography  and  grammar. 


6(H)  UBPOHT  OF  THE 

The  past  has  been  a  year  of  no  great  advantage  to  us  in  teaching 
letters.     We  have,  on  all  hands,  been  much  engaged  in  assisting  to 
commence  a  new  mission  among  the  Kickapoos  and  Ottoes,  which 
has  drawn  no  little  on  the  time  of  all  in  the  mission.     Mr  Alexander 
Lowe,  who  was  engaged  in  teaching  the  boys,  has  lately  given  all 
his  time  to  the  business  of  the  Ottoe  mission  ;  and  Miss  Fullerton, 
who  has  been  long  and  faithfully  engaged  with  the  girls,  has  been 
laid  aside  by  failure  of  health.     Still  we  think  the  children  have 
made  some  progress  in  letters,  and  have  made  decided  advancement 
in  habits  of  industry  and  management.     A  good  crop  of  about  eighty 
acres  of  corn,  with  oats,  potatoes,  pumkins,  &c,  with  an  excellent 
garden,  have  been  raised  mainly  through  the  work  of  the  boys,  while 
a  corresponding  amount  of  indoor  work  has  been  done  by  the  girls. 
Their  general  good  temper,  with  their  happy  and  cheerful  disposi- 
tions, is  quite  pleasing ;  and  we  observe  the  closer  we  keep  them  to 
business  the  more  do  these  amiable  qualities  appear.     But,  sir,  yon 
are  so  familiar  with  all  our  affairs,  from  the  advantage  of  close  neigh- 
borhood, that  it  seems  a  mere  form  to  mention  what  the  children  are, 
or  can  do.     Tou  see  them  on  the  farm,  in  the  house,  at  the  table,  and 
in  the  church,  and  know  how  they  do,  and  what  is  done  for  them, 
and  we  would  rather  look  to  your  report. 

There  are  two  things  I  beg  leave  to  mention,  and  had  I  time  insist 
upon :  First,  the  filling  up  of  this  school  with  scholars.  The  Ioways, 
for  whose  benefit  this  school  is  more  especially  intended,  have  not 
more  than  fifteen  (15)  scholars  in  this  school.  They  ought  to  have 
at  least  fifty.  The  Sacs  might  also  have  the  same  number,  when 
they  have  only  four  (4.)  Here  is  an  ample  farm,  a  large  and  com- 
fortable house,  and  the  board  of  missions  have  been  most  generous  in 
making  full  provision  in  the  way  of  clothing,  building,  &c.  We  are 
being  surrounded  by  an  enlightened  and  exemplary  white  population, 
and  the  Indian  youth  would  surely  have  advantages  here. 

How  far  the  subject  of  education  should  be  pressed  upon  the  In- 
dians is,  no  doubt,  a  perplexing  question  with  the  department,  and  it 
is  far  from  my  purpose  to  dictate  now  far  to  go,  or  what  steps  to  take. 
But  might  not  more  be  done  before  any  risk  is  incurred  ?  The  gov- 
ernment, with  propriety,  keep  control  of  their  money  or  annuities, 
and  could  not  this,  in  some  instances  at  least,  be  used  as  a  lever  in 
flavor  of  education.  And  if  these  tribes  immediately  around  us,  and 
those  whose  interests  are  more  particularly  contemplated  in  the  com- 
mencement of  this  mission,  still  refuse  the  advantages  it  offers,  could 
not  and  would  not  the  department  adopt  some  wider  and  general  plan 
of  economy  that  would  bring  in  here  the  wandering  and  suffering 
children,  (at  least  a  few  of  them,)  from  the  more  remote  and  wilder 
tribes,  who  are  yet  too  unsettled  for  a  boarding  school  ? 

The  second  thing  I  wish  to  mention  is,  the  retaining  the  children 
in  school  till  they  come  to  suitable  age  to  leave,  or  get  some  useful 
education.  Just  this  evening  I  received  a  letter  from  the  father  of 
two  of  our  boys  ;  he  wants  his  boys  to  go  home.  They  are  at  the 
most  interesting  age  and  point  of  their  education ;  between  twelve 
and  fifteen  years  of  age ;  characters  just  forming,  and  education  just 
beginning  to  show  to  advantage.     If  they  go  away,  years  of  toilsome 
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labor  seems  to  be  lost.  To  the  outward  view,  it  seems  nothing  has 
been  done  but  to  wear  out  missionaries,  and  disqualify  these  boys  for 
enjoyment,  in  the  life  now  pointed  out  for  them  by  their  father  ;  and 
you  will  see,  from  the  foregoing,  we  have  been  afflicted  with  five  dif- 
ferent cases  of  this  sort  in  this  year.  Children,  when  young  and 
almost  helpless,  or  at  least  useless,  and  only  a  charge,  are  brought  by 
parents  or  relations,  and  allowed  to  remain  till  they  are  able  to  work, 
or  acquire  a  little  English,  so  as  to  interpret,  when  they  are  taken  or 
at  times  stolen  away  by  their  improvident  ignorant  parents  or  friends, 
but  few  things  in  missionary  life  are  more  trying. 

This  unfair  practice  has  been  a  fruitful  source  of  prejudice  and 
opinion  against  the  education  of  the  Indians.  Children  put  in  mis- 
sions and  other  schools  in  early  life,  are  permitted  to  remain  only  a 
short  time.  They  go  out  when  their  characters  are  only  half  formed, 
and  at  a  tender  age,  among  all  the  influences  of  heathenism  ;  and  be- 
cause they  soon  yield  to  these  influences,  we  are  told  "  they  are  In- 
diana and  will  be  Indians  still"  But  what  else  can  they  be;  what 
else  would  our  own  children  be,  if  left  at  such  an  age,  to  such  in- 
fluences ?  You  will  therefore  pardon  me  if  I  urgently  ask  if  some 
more  efficient  plan  cannot  be  adopted  to  keep  the  children  here  in 
connexion  with  the  mission,  and  under  the  eye  of  government,  till 
their  characters  are  formed,  and  education  more  complete.  The  board 
of  missions  feel  deeply  on  this  subject,  and  will  do  all  in  their  power, 
but  can  accomplish  but  little  without  the  arm  of  government. 

But  I  have  said  more  than  I  intended. 

With  kindest  regards,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  M.  IRVIN. 

Colonel  D.  Vandbrsligb. 


No.  32. 


Sac  and  Fox  Farm,  Nbmaha  Agency, 

September  30,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  operations  on  the  Sac  and 
Fox  farm  since  my  last  report  have  resulted  as  favorably  as  could  be 
expected,  when  the  devastations  of  two  successive  hail  storms,  driven 
by  excessive  high  winds,  cutting  off  the  young  growing  corn,  pros- 
trating nearly  half  the  fences  on  the  farm,  are  taken  into  considera- 
tion. Most  of  the  ground  was  replanted  the  third  time  ;  and  one 
field  of  thirty-four  acres  was  furrowed  out  and  planted  anew  as  late 
as  the  second  week  in  June.  This  has  turned  out  the  best  yield  of 
the  season.  About  fifteen  acres  of  oats,  which  were  not  surpassed  in 
appearance  by  any  in  the  country,  were  much  injured  by  the  storms 
alluded  to,  yet  the  estimate  of  the  yield,  per  acre,  is  not  less  than 
twenty-five  bushels  to  the  acre. 

The  wheat,  which  had  quite  a  promising  appearance  last  fall,  was 
a  total  failure,  and  all  but  about  six  acres  was  ploughed  up  and 
planted  in  corn  ;  that  not  ploughed  was  mostly  cheat,  and  was  cut 
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while  green  and  converted  into  hay.  Between  two  and  three  acres  of 
potatoes  were  planted,  and  have  yielded  between  500  and  600  bushels; 
a  large  quantity  of  pumpkins  and  squashes  were  raised,  and  the  In- 
dians are  now  engaged  in  drying  and  packing  them  up  for  winter  use. 
They  are  also  getting  potatoes. 

A  few  acres  were  sown  in  turnips  ;  but  the  grasshoppers  destroyed 
the  most  of  them  soon  after  they  came  up. 

From  the  best  estimate  I  can  make  of  the  productions  of  the  farm, 
there  will  be  gathered  3,750  bushels  of  corn,  375  bushels  of  oats,  550 
of  potatoes,  100  waggon  loads  of  pumpkins  and  squashes,  and  17  tons 
of  nay. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  VANDERSLICE, 
Sac  and  Fox  Farmer  and  Miller. 

Major  D.  Vanderslice, 

Indian  Agent. 


No.  33. 


Kickapoo  Agency,  K.  T., 
October  23,  1856. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  Department, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in  relation  to  the 
affairs  of  this  agency. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  the  Indians  within  this  agency  have 
enjoyed  a  good  degree  of  health ;  there  have  been  but  few  deaths 
among  them  and  those  few  from  diseases  of  long  standing. 

I  think  I  can  see  a  marked  difference  in  the  condition  of  the  Kickapoo 
tribe  of  Indians,  and  also  an  advancement  towards  the  goal  of  civiliza- 
tion the  past  year ;  although  they  have  been  surrounded  with  those 
troublesome  and  restless  spirits  that  have  kept  up  a  continual  un- 
wholesome and  unnatural  warfare  during  the  season,  yet  they  hare 
suffered  but  very  little  comparatively  with  some  of  their  neighbors. 
They  have  stood  aloof  from  everything  that  was  in  the  least  calculated 
to  enlist  their  feelings  and  interests,  and  are  deserving  of  a  good 
degree  of  merit  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  conducted  them- 
selves during  the  past  excitement.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  troubles 
that  have  so  long  disgraced  our  beautiful  Territory  will  soon  be  brought 
to  an  amicable  adjustment  and  the  laws  enforced  and  obeyed,  and  law 
and  order  reign  triumphant  throughout  the  whole  Territory.  Then 
there  will  be  safety  and  plenty  as  well  for  the  red  man  as  the  American 
citizen,  and  industry  and  frugality  will  go  arm  in  arm  together,  and 
peace  and  plenty  will  exist  around  each  and  every  fireside. 

The  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  Kickapoo  tribe  of  Indians,  are  de- 
serving of  great  credit  for  the  united  energy  they  have  manifested  in 
suppressing  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  among  these  people.  Many  of 
those  that  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  it  vastly  to  excess  have 
come  to  the  wise  conclusion  to  abandon  the  use  of  it  entirely,  and 
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spend  their  money  for  something  that  will  satisfy  hunger,  and  place 
themselves  and  their  families  in  a  situation  for  future  usefulness  and 
accountability. 

Those  that  one  year  ago  thought  it  a  very  great  hardship  and 
almost  an  unpardonable  act  to  be  seen  cultivating  the  soil,  have  turned 
out  like  civilized  men  and  taken  hold  of  the  plough  handles  and  the 
agricultural  implements  that  have  been  furnished  them  with  a  zeal 
and  a  willingness  that  is  truly  commendable,  and  the  Kickapoos  gener- 
ally have  evinced  more  that  ordinary  desire  to  turn  their  attention  to 
farming  and  raising  stock,  and  from  the  present  appearances  their 
eager  desires  will  be  fully  realized,  which  I  anticipate  will  be  attended 
with  the  happiest  results  in  inducing  them  to  push  forward  towards 
the  great  mark  of  civilization. 

The  agricultural  interests  of  this  people  are  in  a  very  flourishing 
condition.  Greater  industry  has  been  used  by  the  Kickapoos  during 
the  past  year  than  for  many  years  previous ;  the  condition  of  their 
fields  and  crops  are  the  best  evidence  of  their  industry,  as  they  have 
been  abundantly  rewarded  by  the  extremely  heavy  yields  of  the  vari- 
ous grains  and  vegetables. 

Early  in  the  spring  I  made  known  to  the  department  the  wishes  of 
the  Indians  in  regard  to  being  furnished  with  farming  and  agricultural 
implements,  stock,  &c,  which  the  department  responded  to  favorably, 
and  has  been  attended  with  the  happiest  results.  I  have  urged  the 
chiefs  and  head  men  in  all  my  councils  to  dissolve,  break  up  and  aban- 
don their  old  tribal  connexion,  and  each  one  to  commence  farming 
and  cultivating  the  soil  upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  cultivate  his 
own  fields  as  best  suits  his  pleasure  and  convenience,  and  the  conse- 
quence has  been  for  some  to  make  that  dissolution  and  commence  for 
themselves,  which  is  one  great  step  towards  civilization.  Some  of  the 
families  there  located  have  put  up  neat,  comfortable  and  substantial 
log  houses,  and  seem  desirous  of  making  permanent  improvements, 
and  are  collecting  around  them  many  of  the  comforts  of  civilization 
and  enjoyments  of  life,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  department  will  still 
bear  in  mind  this  poor  unhappy  people,  and  make  this  their  future 
home  for  them  and  their  posterity,  and  throw  around  them  such  pro- 
tection as  will  guard  them  from  the  hands  of  the  unprincipled  whites, 
who  are  so  apt  to  make  their  locations  near  to  the  poor  Indian,  where 
they  can  feast  and  make  fat  upon  the  uncivilized  and  uncultivated  by 
whom  they  are  surrounded.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  present  inter- 
course law  does  not  afford  that  protection  to  the  Indian  that  is  neces- 
sary under  the  present  exigencies  of  the  times,  and  it  is  highly  im- 
portant that  some  means  should  be  introduced  that  will  afford  greater 
protection  to  the  Indian  and  his  property.  And  as  the  population  of 
the  Territory  increases  the  louder  and  more  urgent  is  the  call  for  some 
safe  plan  for  his  protection  whereby  he  can  enjoy  the  means  and  privi- 
leges the  God  of  nature  has  bestowed  upon  him. 

The  band  of  Pottawatomies,  living  upon  the  Kickapoo  reserve,  num- 
bers some  250  souls.  This  band  is  composed  of  generally  industrious 
and  sober  Indians.  They  depend  almost  exclusively  upon  the  culture 
of  the  soil  for  means  of  subsistence.  There  is  an  old  difficulty  exist- 
ing among  the  head  men  living  upon  the  Pottawatomie  reserve  and 


064  &EPORT  Or  THE 

those  living  upon  the  Kickapoo  reserve,  which  seems  impossible  to 
harmonize,  although  I  have  notified  them  many  times  that  unless 
they  moved  upon  their  reserve  that  had  been  provided  for  them  thej 
could  not  expect  to  receive  the  benefits  of  their  annuity  and  treaty.  I 
am  of  opinion  if  there  could  be  some  satisfactory  arrangement  made 
so  as  to  unite  both  bands,  that  both  would  be  benefited  by  so  doing. 
The  Kickapoos  have  no  desire  to  drive  them  off  of  the  reserve,  bat,  on 
the  contrary,  seem  desirous  that  they  should  remain,  bat  are  not  will- 
ing for  them  to  receive  the  benefit  of  their  treaty.  So,  should  they 
remain  where  they  are,  they  will  be  obliged  to  depend  solely  upon 
their  own  resources  for  subsistence.  All  of  which  I  most  respectfully 
submit. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  BALDWIN, 

Indian  Agent. 
Colonel  A.  Cummino, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affaire,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


No.  34. 


Pottawatomie  Agency,  September  25, 1856. 

Sir  :  I  regret  that  the  deranged  condition  of  my  official  papers, 
and  the  consequent  absence  of  the  necessary  data,  occasioned  by  the 
outrage  and  robbery  of  my  house  and  office  by  a  band  of  outlaws, 
will  not  permit  me  to  make  a  full  annual  report  this  year. 

The  Indians  of  my  agency  have  improved  upon  their  last  year's 
condition.  They  have  made  better  crops,  and  have  in  various  ways 
manifested  a  greater  desire  to  follow  the  pursuits  of  civilized  life. 
Yet  there  is  a  portion  who  adhere  obstinately  to  the  ancient  manner 
of  life — who  despise  the  civilization  of  white  men,  especially  as  they 
have  seen  it  demonstrated  in  Kansas  Territory.  These  are  principally 
advanced  in  years,  and  will,  no  doubt,  persist  in  their  way  to  the  end 
of  life. 

Sha-quah,  a  bold  and  influential  chief  of  this  class,  with  his  band, 
amounting  to  about  one  hundred  souls,  has  moved  south,  probably 
to  the  Cherokees  or  Creeks,  whither  they  had  been  on  a  visit  last 
winter,  and  where  they  state  they  were  hospitably  and  kindly  treated 
by  the  people.  Before  they  left  they  declared  their  intention  of  never 
returning,  and  I  learn  they  took  up  the  amount  of  their  annuity  in 
goods  from  some  traders  in  and  without  the  reserve,  and  gave  a  draft 
on  me  for  the  amount.  This  proceeding  is  so  much  at  variance  with 
the  established  and  well  known  rule  of  the  Indian  Department  that 
I  shall  unhesitatingly  refuse  to  pay  it,  unless  I  am  instructed  to  do 
so  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Accompanying,  I  transmit  the  report  of  the  Rev.  John  Jackson, 
principal  of  the  Baptist  manual  labor  school.  This  institution  has 
improved  somewhat  since  the  date  of  my  last  communications  in  re- 
lation to  it,  but  duty  compels  me  to  say  that  there  is  great  room  for 
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improvement  at  this  school.  It  is  by  no  means  such  an  establishment 
as  the  Indians  and  the  department  have  a  right  to  expect  for  the 
funds  expended  upon  it. 

The  annual  report  of  the  St.  Mary's  mission  establishment  has  not 
been  sent  in.  It  has  doubtless  been  sent  direct  to  the  Indian  Office. 
This  institution  is  of  the  highest  order  of  mission  schools  and  merits 
my  warmest  commendation.  The  labors  of  the  reverend  gentleman 
and  the  ladies  conducting  it  are  not  only  improving  the  rising  gen- 
eration and  preparing  them  for  civilized  society,  but  the  influence  of 
their  example  and  counsels  is  manifestly  to  the  advantage  of  the 
adults. 

The  increased  demand  for  work  on  ploughs  and  wagons,  which  is 
a  favorable  indication,  and  should  not  be  discouraged,  is  more  than 
one  wagon-maker  can  attend  to.  The  chiefs  living  on  Cross  creek 
and  thence  west  to  the  Vermillion,  ask  that  another  wagon  shop  be 
established  somewhere  near  the  St.  Mary's  Mission.  The  wagon- 
maker  informs  me  that  if  the  department  would  allow  him  an  assist- 
ant, at  the  wages  of  an  assistant  in  the  blacksmith  shops,  he  would 
be  able  to  do  all  the  work.  If  this  be  the  case  it  would  be  a  great 
saving  to  the  fund  to  employ  an  assistant,  and  I  respectfully  urge 
that  such  a  person  be  employed. 

The  tools  and  implements  forwarded  by  the  department,  to  be  is- 
sued to  the  Indians,  did  not  arrive  until  a  portion  of  them  had  gone 
to  their  hunts,  and  I  was  requested  by  th«  chiefs  to  defer  the  issue 
until  the  hunting  parties  had  returned.  In  the  meantime,  a  large 
body  of  armed  marauders,  styled  the  "northern  army/1  under  the 
command  of  General  James  H.  Lane,  who  had  been  engaged  in  mur- 
dering the  peaceable  citizens  and  plundering  them  of  their  property, 
marched  into  my  neighborhood,  attacked  and  burned  down  the  house 
of  a  neighbor,  took  him  and  the  other  inmates  prisoners,  thence 
turned  their  march  upon  my  house,  and  were  in  full  view  before  I 
was  aware  of  their  intention.  I  had  not  a  moment  to  spare  beyond 
the  time  to  remove  my  family,  (females  and  young  children,)  not  even 
had  the  time  to  carry  off  a  change  of  clothing  for  my  family.  I  fled 
with  my  family  at  a  moment's  warning,  leaving  my  official  papers, 
the  public  property,  and  private  estate  at  the  mercy  of  these  licentious 
brigands.  My  house  was  plundered  of  everything  valuable,  including 
clothing,  bedding,  furniture  and  provisions.  The  papers  of  my  office 
were  overhauled  and  scattered  over  the  premises,  many  of  which  I 
have  not  yet  recovered,  including  vouchers  of  my  unsettled  account 
current,  property  returns,  which  will  place  me  to  great  trouble  and 
inconvenience  to  reinstate.  At  the  same  time  these  marauders  broke 
open  the  boxes  containing  the  tools  and  implements  for  the  Indians 
and  carried  off  about  one  half  of  them.  I  have  not  yet  compared  the 
invoice  with  the  balance  on  hand,  and  cannot  therefore  state  the  exact 
amount  taken.  I  stand  charged  on  the  books  of  the  treasury  for  this 
property,  but  as  I  will  be  able  to  establish  the  fact  of  the  robbery  and 
my  inability  to  protect  it  from  the  robbers,  I  indulge  great  hope  that 
the  liberality  and  justice  of  Congress  will  be  extended  to  me  for  this 
loss  as  well  as  for  my  private  property. 

This  same  party  of  outlaws  plundered  the  trading  establishment  of 
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A.  G.  Boone,  at  Uniontown  ;  also,  several  of  the  Pottawatomies  of 
wagons,  teams,  and  provisions,  and  thus  the  foundation  is  laid  for 
new  depredation  claims. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  CLABKE, 
Indian  Agent. 
Col.  A.  Cumming, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 


No.  35. 


St.  Mart's  Mission,  Kansas  Territory, 

October  20,  1856. 

We  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  the  condition  of  our  Pottawatomie 
manual  labor  school.  It  has  been  in  active  operation  throughout  the 
whole  year  without  sickness  or  interruption.  The  civil  war  in  Kansas, 
with  all  its  acts  of  violence  and  bloodshed  has  not  caused  us  to  relax 
our  efforts  in  the  cause  of  education.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year 
we  hoisted  the  flag  of  manual  labor  at  our  headquarters  in  the  midst 
of  our  Indian  village,  resolved  to  rally  arround  it  all  the  energy  we 
could  bring  to  bear.  We  are,  by  the  grace  of  God  and  sanction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  teacher  of  manual  labor,  master 
of  the  art  of  raising  pumpkins  and  corn,  &c,  &c,  and  we  could  wish 
to  tell  you  how  we  are  getting  along.  We  have  a  great  many  pupils, 
for  we  consider  the  whole  nation  in  need  of  instruction,  or  at  least  in 
need  of  a  spur  to  come  up  to  the  scratch.  Our  great  aim,  however, 
is  to  mind  our  own  business,  and  to  give  it  our  personal  attention. 

We  have  admitted  during  the  year  ending  October  1 ,  1856,  sixty- 
eight  boys  and  eighty-seven  girls ;  the  average  number  of  boys  has 
been  fifty-five,  and  that  of  the  girls  seventy-five.  As  you  will  per- 
ceive on  examining  the  tabular  reports  C  and  D*,  whicb  we  now  en- 
close and  forward  to  your  office,  we  have  raised  this  season  forty 
acres  of  oats,  seventy  of  corn,  and  seven  of  potatoes,  which  have  all 
produced  a  good  average  crop.  Corn  sells  at  seventy-five  cents  per 
bushel,  potatoes  one  dollar.  We  have  on  hand  some  230  head  of 
cattle,  fair  stock,  for  which  we  have  cut  some  230  tons  of  prairie 
hay  to  carry  them  through  the  winter.  We  have  killed  thirty  for  beef, 
and  sold  eighty-five,  mostly  cows,  for  which  the  institution  has  received 
$2,173  50,  which  is  purely  the  fruit  of  our  labor  and  industry. 

Tou  see  a  farmer  is  a  happy  man ;  as  rich  and  independent  as  a 
nabob,  if  he  be  only  willing  to  dig  and  to  root.  Few  of  our  neigh- 
bors can  show  these  results.  We  are  very  anxious  of  showing  up  onr 
St.  Mary's  Mission  farm  as  a  model  establishment,  and  we  spare 
neither  exertions  nor  expense  in  order  to  produce  the  desired  effect 
upon  the  Indians.  We  could  wish  them  to  follow  our  example,  to 
work  for  their  living,  and  not  to  lead  a  life  of  starvation,  when  they 


°  The  reports  referred  to  have  not  come  to  hand. 
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can  have  plenty  if  they  would  only  bestir  themselves.     We  avoid 
inconsistency  in  this  matter. 

We  have  no  right  to  scold  an  Indian  for  having  a  weedy  corn- 
field when  ours  is  no  better;  but  when  our  farm  is  clean  and  trim, 
and  his  smothered  with  weeds  and  brambles,  then  we  feel  warranted 
in  throwing  cold  water  on  his  farming.  If  we  show  him  a  large  field 
full  of  fine  growing  crops,  stacks  of  oats  and  hay,  herds  of  cattle,  lots 
of  poultry  and  garden  stuff,  and  defy  him  to  show  the  like  in  a  spirit  of 
emulation,  he  seems  to  be  satisfied  that  he  is  an  Indian  and  that  we 
are  white  people,  as  if  he  could  not  aspire  to  possess  what  labor  can 
procure,  and  what  every  farmer  ought  to  have  to  make  his  family 
comfortable.  If  we  express  the  delight  we  feel  in  possessing  labor- 
saving  machines,  such  as  corn  shelters,  cultivators,  rollers,  horse  hay 
rakes,  mowing  machines,  corn  crushers,  &c,  &c,  and  expatiate  on 
the  wonderful  utility  of  these  implements,  they  wind  up  by  begging 
us  to  come  and  do  their  work.  This  invitation  is,  of  course,  declined, 
on  the  plea  that  we  do  not  profess  to  hire  ourselves  to  work,  but  that 
we  show  them  practically  how  work  can  be  done  to  advantage  when 
a  fellow  is  up  to  the  tricks. 

It  would  be  worse  than  folly  to  work  for  a  man  who  is  too  lazy  to 
work,  and  too  poor  to  pay  for  it  when  it  is  done.     We  lay  down  the 

f>rinciple  that  labor  is  honorable,  and  that  it  is  a  shame  for  a  man  to 
et  his  family  starve  with  hunger  when  moderate  labor  would  keep 
them  in  easy  circumstances.  We  frequently  tell  some  of  the  poorer 
sort,  that  it  is  with  them  as  with  the  "starved  pig,"  either  root  or  die. 
Plant  corn  and  pumpkins,  raise  potatoes  and  beans,  cease  to  beg, 
cease  to  be  idle,  cease  to  be  a  burden  to  others,  make  a  garden  and 
eat  the  fruit  thereof,  &c.  Suppose  it  makes  you  sweat;  well,  what  of 
it  ?  A  poor  devil  ought  not  to  be  so  nice ;  a  little  sweat  would  not 
kill  you.  Some  of  our  gentry  have  a  grudge  against  us  for  boldly 
telling  them  these  things;  but  in  spite  of  the  members  of  this  lazy 
club,  our  flag  waves  in  the  breeze,  and  we  insist  on  their  making  a 
field  and  a  garden,  facilitating  them  in  the  way  of  obtaining  a  cow  or 
other  domestic  animals — helping  the  poor  of  good  will,  stimulating 
the  sluggish,  rebuking  the  vicious,  reproving  the  improvident,  prais- 
ing the  meritorious,  and  encouraging  the  industrious  amongst  them. 
We  care  not  for  the  opinion  of  those  red  rovers,  and  we  mean  to  keep 
up  the  fire  from  the  walls  of  our  fort  as  long  as  there  is  a  man  in  arms 
against  us.  Their  demonstrations  and  alarms  give  us  but  little 
trouble.  We  must  have  patience  with  them,  watch  our  opportunities, 
and  try  it  again ;  we  are,  all  of  us,  people  of  good  humor,  little  accus- 
tomed to  complain,  and  we  believe  ourselves  the  happiest  mission  in 
the  country.  It  is  a  source  of  unfeigned  gratification  to  us  to  see  so 
many  of  our  "  mission  Indians"  improve  in  their  temporal  condition, 
advance  in  civilization,  and  bid  fair  to  become  an  agricultural  people. 
Some  of  theee  had  lived  from  time  immemorial  in  poverty  and  desti- 
tution, but  at  the  present  day  they  live  in  ease  and  plenty,  with 
moderate  work.  The  march  of  the  Pottawatomies,  except  the  prairie 
bands,  is  onward,  and  we  will  soon  have  great  results.  A  large  num- 
ber of  boys  and  girls,  young  men  and  young  women,  are  growing  up 
in  our  schools,  who  are  now  kept  in  reserve,  but  who  will  soon  join  in 
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the  busy  scenes  of  life,  and  help  to  promote  the  good  cause.    We 
deem  it  no  small  favor  to  be  continued  so  long  in  charge  of  this  mis- 
sion, with  the  personal  aid  and  advice  of  so  many  good  persons,  who 
have  proved  themselves  ever  true  to  their  vocation  and  engagements. 
Verily,  we  can  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  proverb,  that  "a 
brother  helped  by  a  brother  is  like  a  strong  city."     Although  our 
days  are  made  up  of  toil  and  labor,  of  care  and  solicitude,  yet  we  are 
in  love  with  our  position — not  because  things  work  so  well,  but  he- 
cause  our  friends  commend  our  exertions  and  approve  of  our  manage- 
ment.    It  is  true  that  our  friends,  who  watch  over  and  pray  for  us, 
have  no  great  interest  at  stake,  for  we  have  none  that  pour  money  into 
our  lap.  and  give  us  any  material  aid.    As  we  are  rather  hard-shelled 
fellows,  we  tell  them  plainly,  that  as  long  as  we  have  nails  to  out 
fingers  we  shall  endeavor  to  earn  our  bread  in  the  sweat  of  our  brow; 
but  we  liked,  of  late  years,  to  repent  of  our  cavalier-like  independence, 
for  times  have  been  so  hard  and  provisions  so  high  that  we  found  it 
necessary  to  implore  their  assistance  or  else  give  up  the  ship. 

If  any  mission  board  had  afforded  ns  a  regular  support  we  wonld 
in  all  probability  not  have  tried  hard  to  support  ourselves,  and  we 
would  have  gone  overboard,  in  spite  of  all  their  contributions,  and 
we  might  have  made  them  believe  that  the  more  money  they  gave  ns 
the  more  good  we  could  do ;  that  we  wanted  $500  to  pay  off  old  debts, 
and  as  much  more  to  make  out  a  living  for  the  next  year.  We  do 
not  do  business  in  that  way ;  we  are  of  opinion  that  no  board  can 
supply  the  demands  of  a  man  who  does  not  try  to  help  himself. 

The  female  academy  continues  to  be  under  the  charge  of  the  ladies 
of  the  Sacred  Heart,  with  Mother  Lucille  at  their  head.  They  are  ten 
in  number,  and  devote  all  their  time  to  the  improvement  of  their 

?upils.     They  teach  all  the  branches  of  a  plain  English  education, 
'he  school  hours  are  fixed  and  regular,  and  all  attend  the  various 
classes  to  which  they  belong. 

This  branch  of  our  manual  labor  school  has  more  attraction  than 
any  other  institution  of  a  similar  character  in  the  country;  the 
premises  have  an  air  of  neatness  and  comfort  that  strikes  the  beholder 
with  surprise.  If  you  enter  the  house  during  the  work  hours,  jon 
will  find  the  inmates  all  at  work  with  order  and  regularity,  detailed 
in  small  parties  under  a  mistress — some  sew  or  knit,  some  spin,  some 
cook  and  eat,  others  wash,  clean  up  the  rooms,  milk  the  cows  in  the 
yard,  or  work  in  the  garden,  &c.  If  you  meet  them  all  in  one  of  the 
rooins,  you  wonder  at  their  number,  as  frequently  eighty  of  them  will 
rise  at  once  to  greet  you.  If  you  happen  amongst  them  during  their 
playtime,  you  will  see  them  all  merry  and  happy,  full  of  innocent 
sport  and  mischief,  which  on  account  of  their  sweet  humor  is  never 
taken  amiss.  These  girls  are  of  a  tame  and  modest  turn  while  at 
school ;  but  when  they  grow  up  and  return  to  their  people,  the  young 
men  find  them  very  sociable,  talkative,  fond  of  dress,  and  yet  of  a 
stern  character  when  they  foolishly  presume  to  take  undue  liberties 
with  them.  We  train  these  good  children  and  these  young  maids  to 
do  all  sorts  of  housework,  because,  whilst  we  do  our  own  work,  we 
show  them  every  day  how  work  is  to  be  done.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  is  an  examination  and  a  distribution  of  premiums  both  for  the 
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boys  and  for  the  girls,  when  perhaps  some  twenty-five  of  them  receive 
each  a  new  book  for  their  distinguished  merit  and  unwearied  applica- 
tion. It  would  do  you  good  to  attend  this  ceremony,  and  to  witness 
the  joy  and  exultation  they  manifest  en  that  occasion.  It  is  consid- 
ered a  favor  to  be  allowed  to  come  to  school  at  the  ladies ;  a  great 
many  have  made  application  for  admission,  but  could  not  immediately 
be  received  for  want  of  room. 

The  continuation  of  St.  Mary's  Mission  as  a  boarding-school,  as  it 
now  exists,  is  problematical.  Wood  is  scarce  in  our  neighborhood, 
and  the  want  of  timber  has  already  embarrassed  the  mission,  and  will 
certainly  continue  to  embarrass  us  every  day  more  and  more.  The 
Indians  who  are  grouped  around  us  are  in  the  same  bad  fix.  They 
can  move  away  and  scatter,  but  we  cannot ;  our  establishment  is  a 
little  town  by  itself,  and  cannot  be  moved  without  immense  cost. 
We  have  an  easy  remedy  for  the  evil,  but  we  despair  of  seeing  it  ap- 
plied in  time.  We  would  advise  the  Pottawatomies  to  sell  a  part  of 
their  land,  and  to  invest  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  in  building  stone 
fences,  in  order  to  save  the  wood.  Let  them  throw  whole  clusters  of 
raU-fenced  fields  into  one  enclosure,  containing  three  to  four  miles 
square,  and  divide  this  new  field  into  as  many  fields  and  patches  as 
the  case  appears  to  require.  Drum  them  all  into  these  arrangements 
in  certain  spots,  where  the  natnral  advantages  of  beautiful  stone  and 
fine  soil  offer  the  best  inducements. 

The  Indians  would  then  possess  permanent  fields,  and  the  scarcity 
of  timber  would  hardly  be  felt.  A  stone  fence  is  just  the  thing  for 
them,  it  never  burns  down,  it  never  rots,  it  is  proof  against  hogs, 
and  in  winter  it  affords  the  best  shelter  for  cattle.  We  are  so  much 
taken  up  with  it  that  if  we  had  a  farm  of  our  own  we  would  forth- 
with begin  the  job.  If  the  department  see  proper  to  correspond  on 
the  subject  we  would  be  willing  to  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  cost,  and 
demonstrate  the  practicability  and  economy  of  the  plan. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  B.  DUEBINCK, 
Superintendent  Manual  Labor  Schools. 

Major  George  W.  Clarke, 

Pottawatomie  Agent. 


No.  36. 


Baptist  Manual  Labor  School, 

Kansas  Territory. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  annual  report.  The  con- 
dition of  this  school  is  as  follows :  Of  the  number  of  children  taught 
in  this  institution  for  the  present  year,  there  are  thirty-four  males  and 
twenty-nine  females,  and  out  of  this  number  there  are  eight  who  are 
taught  arithmetic  and  fourteen  writing,  and  the  remainder  are  taught 
the  lower  branches,  such  as  reading  and  spelling.  Out  of  the  number 
of  females,  many  are  taught  the  art  of  sewing,  &c,  and  I  am  happy 
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to  say  have  improved  rapidly  since  their  admission  to  this  school ;  they 
are,  generally  speaking,  improving  in  every  way,  both  in  manners 
and  habits  of  civilized  life;  they  have  become  changed  to  a  vast  extent 
from  the  rude  and  uncivilized  life;  and  I  see  there  are  very  fair  pros- 
pects for  an  increase  of  scholars  so  soon  as  the  sickly  season  is  over; 
and  I  am  truly  happy  to  say  that  I  have  given  general  satisfaction  to 
those  who  are  interested  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  their  children. 
When  I  first  came  I  was  unprepared  and  a  stranger  to  these  people, 
but  now,  with  some  industry  and  perseverance,  do  good  to  these  peo- 
ple. Since  my  last  report  to  you  I  have  the  same  laboring  hands,  the 
same  teacher,  and  the  same  female  who  has  the  charge  of  the  girls. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  JACKSON, 
Superintendent  of  the  Manual  Labor  School. 
Major  G.  W.  Clarke,  Indian  Agent. 


No.  37. 


Delaware  Agency,  October  6,  1856. 

Sir  :  As  regards  the  condition  of  the  Delawares  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  the  department  that  a  considerable  portion  of  this  tribe,  avail- 
ing themselves  of  the  advantages  of  the  increased  annuities  under  the 
provisions  of  the  late  treaty,  with  a  wise  foresight,  have  applied  their 
money  in  improvements.  They  have  extended  their  little  farms,  re- 
paired and  built  houses,  &c;  in  fact,  progress  is  quite  apparent. 

To  the  industrious  portion  of  these  people  who  do  not  live  too  re* 
mote,  the  saw-mill,  which  has  been  in  operation  some  twelve  months, 
has  been  of  great  advantage.  They  have  not  only  improved  their 
dwellings,  giving  their  rural  homes  an  air  of  neatness  and  comfort, 
but  a  public  spirit  is  being  in  some  degree  awakened,  manifested  by 
the  erection  of  a  commodious  Methodist  church.  They  talk  of  build- 
ing a  council  house,  and  opening  roads  through  their  country.  Many 
of  them  express  a  good  deal  of  solicitude  about  the  education  of  their 
children.  I  doubt  not,  as  soon  as  an  opportunity  is  presented,  they 
will  place  their  children  at  school.  The  building  now  under  contract 
by  Mr.  Pratt,  as  I  am  informed,  will  soon  be  completed.  In  the  course 
of  six  or  eight  weeks,  their  school  will  be  considerably  enlarged,  not 
sufficiently  so,  however,  to  meet  their  present  necessities.  With  this 
class  of  the  Delawares  a  steady  advance  in  industry,  education,  and 
good  morals  is  confidently  expected. 

I  am  persuaded  that  it  would  be  much  to  the  interest  of  the  whole 
tribe  to  be  more  compactly  settled ;  the  example  of  the  enlightened  and 
industrious  might  stimulate  the  indolent,  and  that  indomitable  spirit 
which  the  less  docile  exhibit  in  adhering  to  their  old  customs  and 
habits  thus  gradually  overcome.  They  might  also  be  the  more  readily 
induced  to  send  their  children  to  boarding  schools.  Unfortunately, 
however,  it  seems  to  be  their  nature  to  live  as  widely  scattered  as  their 
extensive  reserve  will  permit. 
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Owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  difficulties  of  the  past  season,  the 
backwardness  of  the  spring,  and  the  drought  during  the  early  part  of 
the  summer,  their  crops  are  very  indifferent ;  this  occurrence  is  the 
more  serious,  because  of  the  expiration  of  their  annuity  payments. 
To  this  matter  I  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  Commissioner. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  their  trust  lands  may  in 
some  way  be  made  available  to  meet  their  necessities. 

By  the  late  government  surveys  of  the  Wyandott  reservation,  the 
old  line  running  across  from  the  Kansas  to  the  Missouri  river  has,  it 
seems,  been  found  to  be  wrong,  and  in  order  to  make  the  full  comple- 
ment of  thirty-nine  sections,  something  like  six  hundred  acres  of  the 
finest  lands  in  the  Territory  have  been  cut  off  the  Delaware  reserve. 
This  is  a  matter  of  considerable  moment,  as  several  Delawares  lose 
their  improvements,  some  of  which  are  valuable. 

These  people  have  suffered  but  little  from  the  terrible  state  of  things 
which  has  prevailed  in  the  Territory  between  the  pro-slavery  and  free 
State  parties.  Though  warlike  by  nature,  and  though  for  a  consider- 
able time  armed  companies  of  men  of  both  parties  were  daily  seen 
inarching  through  their  country,  yet  they  observed  a  neutrality  of  the 
strictestcharacter,  worthy  the  emulation  of  the  most  enlightened  nations 
and  commanding  the  respect  of  those  infuriated  Christians.  Their  pecu- 
niary losses  will  be  the  subject  of  future  investigation,  and  as  soon  as 
established  by  proof,  their  claims  will  be  forwarded  to  the  department. 

The  tribe  during  the  past  season  has  generally  enjoyed  good  health, 
and  in  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a  small  increase  in  their  num- 
bers. Last  summer  about  thirty  Delawares  who  had  resided  south 
returned  ;  they  mostly  appear  to  be  in  bad  or  needy  circumstances. 

I  cannot  close  without  briefly  stating,  that  in  their  intercourse  with 
the  whites,  these  people  are  often  wronged,  and  I  have  in  vain,  in 
several  instances,  sought  redress.  It  is  true  the  law  would  afford  a 
remedy,  but  I  have  been  deterred  from  this  course,  lest  I  might  mulct 
myself  and  wards  in  costs.  Would  it  not  be  well  if  a  small  contin- 
gent fund  were  furnished  to  meet  such  cases. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  ROBINSON, 

Indian  Agent. 

Col.  A.  CtJMMING, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  38. 


Osage  River  Agency,  E.  T.9 

September  12,  1856. 

Sot:  In  conformity  to  the  requirements  of  the  Indian  office  at 
Washington,  I  herewith  transmit  the  following  report  relative  to  In- 
dian affairs  in  this  agency. 

Since  my  last  annual  report  but  little  has  occurred  in  regard  to 
the  Indians  which  is  worthy   of  much  notice.     They  have  been 
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blessed  with  general  good  health,  and  a  sufficiency  of  the  necessary 
substantiate  of  life.  They  came  through  the  past  winter  (which  is 
said  to  have  been  the  severest  and  most  inclement  ever  known  in  this 
latitude,)  with  but  little  loss  of  stock,  or  reason  for  complaint  of  any 
kind;  all  seemed  to  have  had  comfortable  quarters  and  plenty  to  live 
upon ;  many  had  hay  and  corn  to  sell. 

The  most  important  business  which  the  Indians  of  this  agency  had 
to  transact  this  season,  or  perhaps  at  any  time  heretofore,  is  the  selec- 
tions of  their  farms,  and  the  location  of  their  future  homes.  The 
lands  intended  by  the  Indians  for  their  individual  reservations,  which 
were  occupied  by  citizens  from  the  States,  were  all  vacated  this  spring 
except  in  a  few  cases,  where  the  settlers  ceased  to  hold  adversely  and 
became  tenants  to  the  Indians,  whose  selections  covered  their  improve- 
ments. Since  that  time  the  troubles  in  the  Territory  have  driven  the 
white  settlers  from  the  halance  of  the  lands  in  this  agency. 

The  unaccountable  delay  attending  the  public  surveys  in  this  part 
of  the  Territory  has  prevented  the  Indians  from  making  their  selec- 
tions as  soon  as  they  wished  to  do  or  otherwise  would  have  done. 
Both  late  treaties  with  the  Indians  of  this  agency  provide  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  selections  as  soon  as  the  surveys  were  made  and 
approved;  but  if  this  point  in  the  treaties  had  governed,  the  selections 
could  not  have  yet  commenced,  because  no  notice,  either  official  or 
otherwise,  has  reached  here  yet  that  any  of  the  surveys  have  been 
even  completed ,  much  less  approved. 

On  the  5th  day  of  June  last  the  Weas,  Peorias,  Piankeshaws  and 
Easkaskias  in  council  appointed  J.  C.  McCoy,  esq.,  to  assist  them  in 
making  their  selections,  as  indicated  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty 
of  May  5,  1854,  and  on  the  17th  of  the  same  month  the  Miamies  ap- 
pointed General  A.  M.  Coffey  to  aid  in  their  selections  as  indicated  by 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  June  5,  1854,  duplicates  of  both 
appointments  having  been  forwarded  to  the  office  of  Indian  Affairs  at 
WaRhiugton;  one  being  mailed  on  the  17th  of  June,  and  the  other 
on  the  8th  of  August  last.  The  competency,  honesty  and  moral 
integrity  of  either  of  these  gentlemen  will  not  be  questioned,  I  presume, 
by  any  person  where  they  are  known.  When  these  appointments 
were  made,  it  was  the  intention  to  proceed  with  the  selections  of  both 
the  Miamies  and  confederated  Weas  at  the  same  time ;  but  this  was 
soon  discovered  to  be  impracticable,  first,  on  account  of  the  backward 
condition  of  the  Miami  surveys,  and  secondly,  because  neither  the 
Miamies  nor  the  Weas  would  proceed  with  their  selections  without 
the  presence  of  Batties  Peoria.  In  the  arrangement  of  the  Wea,  Peo- 
ria, Piankeshaw  and  Kaskaskia  lands,  to  the  several  Indians  entitled 
to  draw,  which  had  just  closed,  I  believe  that  scarcely  an  individual 
amongst  them  ventured  to  indicate  a  choice  without  the  advice  and 
approval  of  Batties,  which  I  believe  in  every  case  resulted  to  their 
satisfaction.  The  Miamies  manifested  the  same  reliance  and  depen- 
dence on  Batties  to  assist  them,  and  therefore  their  selections  have 
not  yet  commenced  ;  and  could  not,  with  any  degree  of  satisfaction  to 
themselves,  without  Batties,  if  the  surveys  even  had  been  ready. 

Mr.  McCoy  commenced  operations  for  the  Weas,  <fec,  about  the  mid- 
dle of  June ;  but  before  he  could  commence  he  was  obliged  to  go  to 
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the  surveyor  general's  office,  and  draw  off  a  rough  plat  himself;  the 
surveys  not  being  approved,  he  was  refused  certified  copies. 

The  field-work  of  the  selections  on  the  lands  of  the  Weas,  &c,  was 
dosed  on  the  13th  of  this  month,  a  report  of  which  will  be  prepared 
at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 

The  Miami  selections  will  commence  in  a  few  days,  unless  the 
troubles  in  the  Territory  are  of  such  a  nature  as  will  make  it  neces- 
sary to  suspend  business  of  every  kind.  It  has  been  a  considerable 
length  of  time  since  the  Weas  commenced  their  selections  ;  but  there 
are  many  reasons  for  this  delay.  The  troubles  in  the  Territory  were 
frequently  such  that  Mr.  McCoy  and  Batties  had  other  things  to  think 
of  besides  making  corners  and  lines  for  the  Indians. 

At  times  the  darkest  gloom  seemed  to  enshroud  the  Territory,  be- 
cause village  and  house  burnings,  and  horse  and  cattle  stealing,  and 
other  robbing  and  plundering,  accompanied  with  murders  of  the 
most  barbarous  character,  seemed  to  be  the  orders  of  the  day  on  every 
side,  which  rendered  every  man's  life  and  property  unsafe,  regardless 
of  party,  profession,  or  position.    Under  this  state  of  affairs,  it  seemed 
to  be  necessary,  at  different  times,  to  suspend  operations  for  many 
days  together.     The  selections,  when  there  was  no  other  interruption, 
occupied  much  more  time  than  was  anticipated.     Each  Indian  had 
to  be  shown  his  corners  and  lines.     This  was  easily  done  when 
the  boundaries  were  made  by  the  section  lines  ;  but  when  a  selection 
was  made  from  two  or  more  sections,  the  compass  and  chain  had  to  be 
used  to  run  new  lines,  and  make  new  corners,  and  the  Indians  made 
perfectly  acquainted  with  them.     Very  frequently  after  a  tract  was 
made  up  by  taking  (for  instance)  two  40 -acre  lots,  one  80-acre  lot,  and 
one  160-acre  lot — all  from  as  many  different  sections — the  selection  was 
then  found  to  contain  an  over  proportion  of  timber,  or,  perhaps,  too 
much  prairie ;  in  this  case,  a  40  or  an  80-acre  lot  had  to  be  stricken 
from  the  one  side,  and  the  same  amount  added  to  the  other.     Again, 
in  places  where  a  number  of  families  were  closely  located,  each  hav- 
ing their  houses  and  other  improvements,  it  required  much  time  to 
dispose  of  them  all,  satisfactorily  to  themselves.     Again,  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  land  selected  by  the  Weas,  &c,  was  surveyed  in  the  dead 
of  winter,  while  the  snow  was  deep  and  the  ground  much  frozen  . 
here  the  lines  and  corners  were  found  to  be  badly  marked,  the  corner- 
stones being  so  indifferently  set  that  they  nearly  all  fell  down  as  soon 
as  the  snow  went  off,  and  this  made  them  very  difficult  to  find  in 
June,  and  afterwards  when  the  prairie  grass  had  attained  its  full 
height. 

Thee  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  the  selections  for  the  Weas, 
Peorias,  Piankeshaws,  and  Kaskaskias  were  so  long  on  hand  without 
progressing  any  faster  than  they  did. 

In  detailing  further  the  condition  and  general  prospects  of  the  In- 
dians in  this  agency,  I  will  quote  from  the  remarks  accompanying  my 
second  quarterly  cash  account  of  the  present  year  : 

"  I  regret  that  the  true  state  of  affairs  will  not  allow  me  to  pre- 
sent a  more  favorable  picture  of  the  industry  and  moral  advancement 
of  the  Indians  in  my  charge.  As  to  their  civility  and  kindness,  and 
their  apparent  good  intentions,  there  can  be  no  complaint.     In  truth 
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they  are  far  in  advance  now  of  many  of  the  'pale  faces'  (who  are  in 
this  Territory  at  present)  in  all  the  characteristics  which  constitute  the 
higher  and  nobler  degrees  of  civilization.  9The  Indians  here  always 
seem  to  be  thankful  for  good  advice,  and  manifest  a  great  willingness 
to  conform  to  all  the  requirements  of  Rood  counsel ;  but  their  innate 
aversion  to  labor,  and  their  native  indolence,  which  nature  has,  to  a 
great  extent,  made  constitutional  with  them,  seem  in  most  cases  to 
overbalance  every  good  intention  which  may  be  awakened  in  their 
minds  by  all  the  counsel  and  example  which  can  be  given  them. 

"The  temperance  movement  of  last  year,  which  promised  so  healthy 
a  reformation  in  point  of  morality  and  general  well  doing,  has  since 
failed  with  many  of  them.  The  near  approach  of  the  white  settle- 
ments, I  am  satisfied,  has  a  more  demoralizing  effect  upon  the  In- 
dians than  otherwise.  Their  mental  stamina  (except  in  a  few  cases) 
seems  not  to  be  sufficient  to  resist  the  temptations  to  intoxication 
which  the  approximation  of  the  'paleface*'  affords  so  many  opportu- 
nities to  indulge  in. 

"I  know  of  no  liquor  now  for  sale  in  the  agency  ;  but  along  the 
border  of  Missouri,  and  at  Ossawatomie,  located  on  the  sevm-wk 
reserve,  it  is  kept  in  great  abundance,  and,  I  believe,  quite  accessible 
to  the  Indians. 

"This  liquor  business  is  so  well  understood  between  the  vender 
and  the  Indians  who  use  it,  that  it  is  out  of  the  question  to  reach  the 
evil  by  the  law.  It  is  easy  to  know  when  the  Indians  have  liquor, 
but  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  know  from  whom  or  from  whence  it 
come  8. 

"The  credit  system,,  which  has  been  practised  and  encouraged 
among  the  Indians  so  long,  has,  in  my  opinion,  had  a  ruinous  effect 
upon  their  prosperity  and  progress  in  civilized  life.     I  feel  well  con- 
vinced that  if  their  credit  could  have  been  limited  to  some  reasonable 
bounds,  and  they  compelled  to  draw  more  upon  their  physical  and 
mental  resources  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence, their  condition  would  be  much  in  advance  of  what  it  is  now. 
At  present  there  are  but  few  who  are  not  involved  in  debt  to  the  whole 
amount  of  their  annuities  before  they  receive  them  ;  and  if  many  of 
them  cculd  get  twice  or  thrice  the  amount,  I  believe  it  would  not 
more  than  meet  their  indebtedness.     The  claims  against  them  seem 
to  be  mostly  for  provisions  and  costly  wearing  apparel ;  but  it  is  evi- 
dent that  much  of  their  means  go  for  liquor,  particularly  with  the 
Miamies,  and  this,  I  fear,  will  be  the  case  with  many  of  them  so  long 
as  cash  payments  are  continued.     My  experience  and  observation, 
since  I  have  been  here,  demonstrate  very  clearly  (taking  the  Indians 
in  their  tribal  character)  that  those  who  receive  the  smallest  annuities 
make  the  best  progress  in  preparing  to  live  without  the  special  guar- 
dianship of  government.     The  best  of  them,  however,  are  bad  econo- 
mists, and  make  but  poor  applications  of  their  money." 

I  am  in  great  hopes  that  a  better  day  is  dawning  for  the  Indians 
here.  The  possession  of  individual  homes  is  having  a  good  effect  upon 
them.'  When  they  become  located  upon  their  farms,  which  they 
know  are  permanently  their  own,  and  consequently  their  labor  and 
improvements  will  be  to  their  own  personal  advantage,  and  they  se- 
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cure  from  removal  by  means  of  any  future  treaty  made  by  the  chiefs, 
or  by  any  action  of  the  nation,  1  am  satisfied  the  change  will  be  such, 
in  their  general  conduct,  as  will  make  its  own  argument  in  favor  of 
the  policy  of  individual  reservations  for  the  Indians.  The  Weae, 
Peorias,  &c,  are  already  at  work  briskly  on  their  selections — some 
building  houses,  and  others  making  improvements  of  different  kinds. 
Indeed,  the  change  seems  to  inspire  them  with  new  energy. 

Civilized  white  men,  working  upon  common  property  without  spe- 
cial personal  interest  or  benefit  to  themselves,  would  soon  be  as  the 
Indians  are — without  energy,  zeal,  or  enterprise,  and  therefore  worth- 
less. 

In  lecturing  the  Indians,  which  I  frequently  do,  I  exhibited  to 
them,  in  as  plain  a  manner  as  possible,  the  kind  of  "  element"  with 
which  they  are  soon  to  be  surrounded,  and  the  consequent  necessity 
for  fixed  habits  of  sobriety  and  industry.  That  their  future  safety 
depends  upon  their  observance  of  the  following  rules,  which  I  detail 
with  comments :  first,  sobriety  and  temperance ;  secondly,  the  ed- 
ucation and  moral  teaching  of  their  children  and  young  people ; 
thirdly,  habits  of  industry  and  economy ;  and,  fourthly,  to  get  out 
of  debt  as  soon  as  possible,  and  then  stay  out.  That  if  anything 
occurs  hereafter  which  may  disturb  them  in  the  peaceable  possession  of 
their  homes,  it  will  arise  from  the  debts  which  they  now  owe,  and 
those  which  they  may  contract  hereafter.     That  it  is  true  that  the 

{government,  in  the  execution  of  the  two  late  treaties  with  them,  has 
aid  grounds  for  guarding  them  against  sales  of  their  lands  for  debt 
by  heartless  creditors,  but  that  this  affords  no  permanent  safety  to 
them,  because  a  change  of  administration  at  Washington  may  give 
rise  to  a  different  policy,  which  might  not  be  so  favorable  to  them. 
Instead  of  guarding  them  against  the  contrivances  of  bad  men,  spu- 
rious claims  may  be  recognised  as  legitimate  debts  ;  or  after  they  are 
involved  in  debt,  creditors  may  combine  and  send  delegates  to  Wash- 
ington and  the  seat  of  government  for  the  Territory,  and  get  such 
changes  made  in  the  laws  and  treaties  as  will  enable  them  to  collect 
their  debts  from  the  Indians  by  a  sale  of  their  lands.  That  if  this  is 
once  done,  the  Indians  will  soon  be  without  homes,  or  a  foothold  upon 
the  earth  hereafter  ;  and  that  the  only  mode  by  which  to  guard  against 
such  dangerous  visitations,  is  to  get  clear  of  debt  immediately,  and 
then  try  and  remain  so. 

This  kind  of  admonition  seems  to  make,  at  the  time,  a  deep  impres- 
sion upon  their  minds ;  but  it  is  evident  that  it  is  too  easily  forgotten 
by  them. 

The  excessive  dry  weather,  during  the  present  growing  season,  has 
operated  much  against  agricultural  productions  here.  The  corn  crop 
has  suffered  much  ;  yet  from  present  appearances  I  think  the  Indians 
will  have  plenty,  especially  the  confederated  Weas,  &c.  The  potato 
crop  is  nearly  a  failure,  especially  on  the  high  prairie  ground.  On 
the  low  brush  ground  they  did  tolerably  well.  The  quantity  of  pump- 
kins and  squash es  is  quite  limited,  but  melons  seem  to  he  plenty. 
The  quantity  of  hay  saved  this  season,  up  to  the  present  time,  exceeds 
that  of  last  year,  though  the  prairies  have  not  produced  a  half  crop  of 
grass,  compared  with  last  season.    In  a  general  way,  the  grass  on 
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the  high  land  is  too  short  to  mow,  and  in  many  instances  the  Indians 
have  to  go  as  far  as  a  mile  and  a  half  to  get  grass  tall  enough  to  cut. 
But  few  of  the  Indians  here  have  any  sheep,  and  not  very  many  of 
them  raise  their  own  pork,  although  the  woods  are  alive  with  hogs  in 
many  places.  The  cattle  business  has  not  attracted  as  much  of  their 
attention  as  it  should  do,  although  many  of  them  have  fine  oxen  and 
a  few  good  milch  cows.  The  stock  which  seems  to  occupy  the  most 
of  their  attention  is  horses.  An  Indian  who  is  not  the  owner  of  a 
good  pony,  is  considered  poor  indeed.  Many  raise  horses  in  large 
numbers. 

I  sometime  since  called  the  attention  of  the  Commissioner  of  In- 
dian Affairs  to  the  necessity  of  some  action  by  Congress  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  timber  on  the  Indian  lands.  Much  timber  has  already 
been  stolen,  and  if  the  national  reservations  in  this  agency  are  not 
guarded  by  stringent  laws,  they  will  soon  be  stripped,  for  the  purpose 
of  fencing  farms  on  the  adjoining  prairieB,  by  persons  whose  honestj 
and  fair  dealing  can  only  be  regarded  as  the  offspring  of  a  dread  or 
fear,  which  prevents  them  from  acting  otherwise. 

The  Wea,  &c,  selections  having  been  completed,  the  surplus  land 
is  ready  for  the  examination  of  the  commissioners  who  have  been  ap- 
pointed to  classify  and  fix  a  valuation  on  the  different  grades  before 
proclaiming  it  for  sale. 

The  missionary  schools  here  are  not  in  as  prosperous  a  condition  as 
could  be  wished  for.  The  Miami  school,  however,  is  not  to  be  com- 
plained of  under  the  circumstances.  Its  recent  commencement,  and 
the  raw  condition  of  the  scholars,  will  operate  against  a  bright  pros- 
pect for  a  while.  It  is  well  attended,  however,  though  but  few  of  the 
children  were  ever  inside  a  school-room  before,  or  can  speak  a  word  of 
the  English  language.  The  Wea  school,  I  believe,  is  closed  at  the 
present.  The  superintendent,  Mr.  Lykins,  being  absent,  I  suppose  is 
the  reason  that  reports  are  not  made. 

Educating  Indians,  in  my  opinion,  without  teaching  them  some  kind 
of  labor  at  the  same  time,  is  leaving  the  work  less  than  half  finished. 
Agricultural  and  mechanical  labor  should  be  so  incorporated  into  the 
system  of  teaching,  that  those  branches  could  not  be  neglected  or 
avoided.  Indeed  I  am  well  convinced  that,  for  the  advancement  of 
the  Indian  to  that  degree  of  civilized  life  which  will  constitute  him  his 
own  guardian,  the  inculcation  of  industrial  pursuits  should  be  the 
leading  condition  at  those  Indian  missionary  schools. 
With  great  respect,  I  am  yours,  &c, 

M.  McCASLIN,  Indian  Agent. 

Colonel  Alfred  Cummiko, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
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No.  39, 

Sac  and  Fox  Agency, 

September  1,  1856. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  my  fourth  annual  report. 
The  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  have  made  no  advancement  in  civilization 
during  my  residence  here ;  they  are  decreasing  every  year — they  num- 
ber three  hundred  less  than  they  did  at  the  first  enrolment.  I  make 
no  calculation  upon  any  improvement  in  their  moral  condition  so  long 
as  they  receive  the  large  annuity  they  now  draw.  Liquor  is  the  great 
drawback  upon  this  tribe ;  we  have  doggeries  all  around  us,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  keep  them  away  from  them.  The  men  will  not  work, 
or  at  least  I  have  never  seen  one  at  it. 

I  have  devoted  myself  faithfully  in  every  respect  in  trying  to  im- 

Jrove  them,  but  so  far  cannot  show  any  good  result  from  my  labors. 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  make  this  statement  of  facts  in  order  that 
you  may  understand  the  true  condition  of  this  tribe. 

The  Ottowa  Indians  number  about  the  same  they  did  at  my  first 
enrolment  three  years  ago.  The  most  of  them  are  industrious,  and 
look  to  farming  for  a  support.  They  have  a  desirable  part  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, the  land  being  good  and  well  watered,  with  plenty  of  timber. 
The  Osage  river  runs  about  through  the  centre  of  it.  I  am  inclined 
to  ihink  they  are  making  some  advancement  in  civilization. 

The  Chippewas  of  Swan  creek  and  Black  river  number  about  thirty- 
seven,  and  are  not  on  the  decrease.  They  are  certainly  a  good  tribe 
of  Indians,  quite  industrious — the  whole  of  them  labor  for  a  support. 
Esh-ton-quet,  the  head  chief  of  the  tribe,  by  his  example,  has  done 
much  for  his  people  ;  he  is  one  of  the  best  Indians  I  ever  knew. 

I  will  close  this  communication  by  giving  an  extract  from  my  report 
of  1853 ;  experience  since  has  satisfied  me  of  its  correctness. 

"Not  a  dollar  should  ever  be  paid  to  an  Indian  in  money.  Supply 
him  in  goods,  mechanical  and  agricultural  implements,  such  as  nis 
wants  require,  but  never  give  him  money.  If  you  wish  to  civilize  an 
Indian,  you  must  first  make  him  know  that  ho  is  dependent  upon  his 
own  exertions  for  a  support ;  learn  and  teach  him  how  to  work,  and 
then  to  love  it.  After  this  is  accomplished,  he  is  ready  and  fit  to  re- 
ceive an  education — not  before." 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  A.  JAMES,  Indian  Agent. 

Colonel  A.  Commino, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  St,  Louis f  Missouri. 
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No.  40. 

Sac  and  Fox  Agency, 

September  1,  1856. 

Sir  :  The  Ottowa  chiefs  came  to  the  agency  to-day  and  informed  me 
that  on  Saturday  the  30th  of  August,  between  midnight  and  day,  a 
party  of  some  forty  men  came  to  John  T.  Jones',  an  Ottowa  Indian, 
and  one  of  their  tribe,  and  burnt  his  house  with  all  its  contents,  forci- 
bly taking  from  Mrs.  Jones  about  six  hundred  dollars  in  money.  The 
family  were  asleep  when  these  men  came ;  they  commenced  setting 
fire  to  the  house  even  before  the  inmates  had  come  out. 

Mr.  Jones  went  out  at  the  front  door,  but  had  to  run  for  his  life,  as 
he  was  shot  at  four  times  before  he  got  out  of  the  yard.  The  family 
are  left  with  but  little.  The  chiefs  request  me  to  report  this  to  you, 
and  they  expect  the  government  to  make  good  to  Mr  Jones  the  loss 
he  has  sustained. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  A.  JAMES,  Indian  Agent. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  Manypennt, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs,  Washington  city,  D.  C. 


No.  41. 
The  Ottowas  in  full  council. 

Whereas  we,  the  Ottowa  tribe  of  Indians,  under  the  Sac  and  Fox 
agency  in  Kansas  Territory,  have  heard  of  honorable  B.  A.  James, 
the  United  States  agent,  through  Antoine  Goky,  his  interpreter,  to 
Koin-cbaw,  one  of  our  chiefs,  that  some  person  or  persons  among  us 
are  implicated  with  the  charge  of  taking  an  active  part  in  carrying  on 
the  difficulties  in  Kansas  Territory  between  the  pro-slavery  and  anti- 
slavery  parties;  on  examination  thereof,  however,  we  have  found  no 
one  as  yet  guilty  of  these  charges: 

Therefore,  in  consequence  of  these  false  implications  against  some  of 
us,  and  to  show  our  good  faith  and  fidelity  to  the  government  under  which 
we  live,  we  publicly  declare  ourselves,  collectively  and  individually,  neu- 
tral in  the  conflicts  between  the  aforesaid  parties,  as  long  as  we  are 
not  molested'  nor  violence  offered  to  our  persons  or  property,  within 
the  limits  of  the  reserve  granted  to  us  by  virtue  of  a  treaty  between 
us  and  the  United  States.  And  to  show  further,  we  also  unanimously 
resolve  that  if  any  person  among  us  is  charged  for  taking  up  arms 
against  either  of  the  contending  parties,  or  gratuitously  furnishing 
money  or  implements  of  war,  or  any  other  articles  in  support  or  aid  to 
eitherparty,  to  carry  on  the  war  between  the  conflicting  parties,  on  proof 
thereof  against  such  a  person,  by  two  or  more  of  the  Ottowa  Indians, 
in  full  council  of  the  Ottowas,  snail  be  deemed  sufficient  offence  to 
exclude  said  person  from  his  claim  to  land  and  annuity,  and  shall  be 
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compelled  to  leave  the  Ottowa  reserve  ;  but  the  person  so  forfeiting  his 
title  or  claim  to  land  and  annuity  shall  have  the  full  privilege  of 
moving  or  taking  all  his  personal  effects,  or  sell  to  the  Ottowas  or 
others,  and  a  full  compensation  for  the  same  shall  he  made  to  him, 
and  for  all  his  improvements  by  the  Ottowas. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  set  our  hands  and  seals  this  21&t  day  of 
August,  A.  D.  1856. 


Kom-chaw, 

Shaw-pun-dah, 

Pah-tee, 

0-8hash, 

Sak-che-wa, 

Thomas  Wolfe, 

Thomas  Moore, 

Ke-wa-shash, 

Moses  Pooler, 

John  Early, 

8ee-8e-bee, 

Nas-we-kesh-up, 

Nob-na-ash, 

Ke-ne-wee-bee, 

Non-ke-sis, 

Ot-to-ya, 


his  x  mark, 
his  x  mark, 
his  x  mark, 
his  x  mark, 
his  x  mark, 
his  x  mark, 
his  x  mark, 
hisx  mark, 
his  x  mark, 
his  x  mark, 
his  x  mark, 
his  x  mark, 
his  x  mark, 
his  x  mark, 
his  x  mark, 
his  x  mark. 


Sok-ne-ne-bee,  his  x  mark. 

Pen-see,  his  x  mark. 

Ke-onah-pe-na-see,  his  x  mark. 

No-taw-wa,  his  x  mark. 

Jacob  Wolf,  his  x  mark. 

Na-nonto,  his  x  mark. 

Pat-ho-unk,  his  x  mark. 

Sam  McNabb,  his  x  mark. 

Daniel  Drade,  his  x  mark. 

William  Hurr,  his  x  mark. 

Charles  Titus,  his  x  mark. 

Paul  Catfish,  his  x  mark. 

Joseph  King,  his  x  mark. 

Moses  Pooler,  jr.,  his  x  mark. 

John  King,  his  x  mark. 

Pam-man-he-wunk,  his  x  mark. 
John  T.  Jones. 


I,  B.  A.  James,  Sac  and  Fox  Indian  agent,  do  hereby  approve  of 
the  course  the  Ottowa  Indians  have  expressed,  of  not  taking  part  in 
the  difficulty  now  going  on  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas. 

B.  A.  JAMES,  Indian  Agent. 

Sac  and  Pox  Agency,  August  21,  1856. 


I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  from  the  original  now  on 
file  in  this  office. 

B.  A.  JAMES,  Indian  Agent. 
Sac  and  Fox  Agency,  August  27,  1856. 


No.  42. 

Kansas  Agency, 
Kansas  Territory,  October  1,  1856. 

Sib  :   It  seems  that  the  affairs  and  present  condition  of  this  agency 
should  attract  more  than  the  usual  attention  of  those  whose  duty  and 
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whose  business  it  is  to  exercise  a  supervision  for  the  present  interest  and 
future  welfare  of  those  people,  whose  rights,  Established  by  treaty 
and  by  law,  have  been  encroached,  but  who  have  remained  remark- 
ably quiet  and  unobtrusive,  refraining  from  any  infringement  or  vio- 
lation of  their  sacred  treaties  with  the  government,  relying  upon  those 
in  whom  they  never  fail  to  repose  the  greatest  confidence  for  that  pro- 
tection of  their  rights,  their  land  and  property,  which  is  justly  due 
them. 

While  the  Kansas  have  been  almost  entirely  surrounded  by  those 
white  people  who  have  for  the  last  twelve  months  incessantly  en- 
gaged in  a  sanguinary  warfare  among  themselves,  they  have  wit- 
nessed, with  amazement  and  disgust,  the  horrid  scene  of  political 
contention  in  the  Territory ;  astonished  and  affrighted  by  the  proceed- 
ings of  their  friends,  the  whites,  for  a  period  they  abandoned  their 
homes  for  the  safety  of  themselves  and  property.  Although  every- 
thing has  occurred  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Kansas  Territory  that 
would  tend  to  excite  the  passionate  feelings  of  the  totally  uncivilized 
red  man,  and  to  prompt  him  to  actions  not  peculiar  to  him  while  in  a 
state  of  uncivilization  and  almost  barbarism,  and  although  the  Kan- 
sas have  seen  their  country  taken  from  them,  and  their  property 
maliciously  destroyed  by  unprincipled  and  lawless  white  men,  they 
have  remained  quiet  and  peaceable,  for  which  they  deserve  credit; 
only  wishing  to  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  in  obedience 
to  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  not  seeking  private  revenge,  as  might 
reasonably  be  expected  of  the  Kansas  from  their  past  history. 

The  tract  of  country  on  the  north  side  of  the  Kansas  river,  known 
as  the  half-breed  Kansas  reservation,  has  for  the  last  two  years  been 
the  object  of  filthy  speculation.  It  will  be  remembered  that  several  of 
the  government  functionaries  for  the  Territory  of  Kansas  engaged  in 
purchasing  a  portion  of  this  land  of  the  grantees  yet  living  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  reservation,  in  which  undertaking  the  purchasers 
failed ;  from  that  time  to  this,  the  lower  portion  of  the  reservation,  on 
which  there  are  no  Indians  residing,  has  been,  and  is  at  this  time, 
subject  to  the  intrusion  of  lawless  men;  stripping  the  land  of  its  tim- 
ber, opening  farms,  cultivating  the  soil,  and  appropriating  the  fruiU 
to  their  own  use. 

The  general  instructions,  issued  October  8,  1855,  for  the  removal  of 
intruders  on  Indian  lands,  were  on  the  23d  and  24th  of  June  last 
being  complied  with  on  my  part  in  regard  to  the  half-breed  Kansas 
lands,  when  the  whole  weight  and  influence  of  those  whose  duty  it 
was  to  co-operate  with  me  in  the  removal  of  those  people  who  were 
found  in  the  Indian  country  in  open  transgression  of  the  law  were 
thrown  in  favor  of  the  intruders;  and  they  receiving  the  advice  and 
counsel  of  official  men,  and  of  men  of  more  intelligence  and  prudenos 
than  themselves,  declared  the  land  was  not  Indian  land,  that  it  was 
public  land,  and  that  they  would  occupy  it  at  all  hazards.  Thus 
they  having  presumptuously  set  up  a  title  to  the  land,  and  simply 
because  I  had  somewhat  transcended  my  instructions  by  destroying 
some  cabins  in  order  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  the  intruders,  Captain 
Walker,  of  the  United  States  army,  who  had  been  ordered  to  aid  me 
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in  the  removal,  at  the  very  time  that  he  should  have  been  vigoron 
and  prompt  in  his  duty,  refused  to  give  me  any  further  assistance. 

Thus  the  matter  ended,  after  every  exertion  on  my  part  to  carry 
oat  the  views  and  instructions  of  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs. 
The  larger  portion  of  the  half-breed  Kansas  reserve  now  quietly  rests 
in  the  possession  of  the  intruders,  after  actually  driving  by  force  and 
violence  from  one  or  two  of  the  tracts  the  identical  Indians  for  whom 
the  land  was  reserved.  Those  who  have  unhesitatingly,  and  in  defi- 
ance of  all  law  and  authority,  settled  upon  and  occupied  this  land, 
may  for  some  time  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  illegal  proceedings ; 
bat  I  do  sincerely  hope  there  will  be  some  action  taken  on  the  part  of 
Congress  during  its  next  session  that  will  result  in  the  benefit  of 
those  poor,  inoffensive,  unsuspecting  Indians,  who  have  been  wronged 
and  outraged  by  lawless  and  crafty  white  men.  The  half-breed  Kan- 
sas, or  the  greater  number  of  them,  are  industrious  and  intelligent, 
well-versed  in  the  English,  French  and  Kaw  languages,  profess  the 
Catholic  religion,  and  have  almost  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  arts 
of  husbandry,  in  which  some  of  the  Indians  are  considerably  engaged. 
Owing  to  the  remoteness  of  this  part  of  my  agency  from  the  main 
tribe  with  whom  I  am  stationed,  and  owing  to  the  great  inconvenience 
of  travelling,  I  have  not  been  able  to  visit  the  half-breeds  as  often  as 
necessary.  I  do  not  know  what  may  have  been  the  policy  adopted  by 
the  government  in  the  civilization  of  the  Kansas  at  the  time  they 
were  separated  from  the  half-breeds,  but  I  am  forced  to  believe  that 
the  separation  of  the  main  tribe  and  the  half-breeds  has  only  retarded 
the  progress  of  the  civilization  and  christianizing  of  the  former ;  from 
the  fact,  that  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  Indian  customs  and 
manners  to  those  of  the  white  man  ;  and  from  the  fact  that  there  has 
been  no  white  people  or  half-breeds  among  the  full-blooded  Indians 
since  they  were  removed  from  the  Kansas  river  to  this  place.  The 
native  Indians  having  no  white  people  affiliated  with  their  tribe  have 
strictly  adhered  to  their  natural  customs  and  pursuits  of  life.  The 
Canadian  French,  in  my  opinion,  have  done  more  to  civilize  the 
Kansas  than  all  the  schools  and  moral  institutions  that  have  ever 
been  established  for  their  benefit.  In  consequence  of  the  boundaries 
of  the  Kansas  reservation  not  having  been  surveyed  and  marked  at 
the  time  the  Territory  of  Kansas  was  thrown  open  to  settlement, 
many  persons  ignorant  of  the  designated  bounds  of  the  Kansas  re- 
serve, and  guided  only  by  a  map  of  the  geographical  position  of  the 
Indian  reservations  respectively,  unhesitatingly  settled  upon  a  stream 
called  Bock  creek,  which  stream,  since  the  bounds  of  the  reserve  have 
recently  been  surveyed,  is  found  to  be  entirely  within  the  country  of 
the  Kansas  Indians.  Those  settlers,  and  also  those  on  the  Neosho, 
above  this  place,  who  thought  at  the  time  they  settled  there,  that  they 
were  on  government  lands,  and  also  those  settlers  on  the  Neosho,  below 
the  junction  of  Rock  creek  with  the  Neosho  river,  and  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Kansas  reserve,  have  been  of  great  annoyance  and 
trouble  to  this  agency.  Measures  are  soon  to  be  taken  for  their 
removal ;  but  judging  from  former  experience  in  removing  people  from 
Indian  lands,  I  fear  that  I  will  not  be  able  to  succeed.  Where  a  cer- 
tain class  of  people  assume  to  themselves  the  right  to  judge  of  mat- 
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ters  pertaining  to  the  Indian  country,  it  is  very  difficult  for  an  Indian 
agent  to  perform  with  promptness  the  duties  of  his  office.     I  much 
regret  to  say  that  the  worst  evil  that  ever  hefel  the  Indian  race  has 
been  for  the  last  year  or  two  greatly  indulged  in  by  the  Kansas  In- 
dians.    Whiskey  is  obtained  by  quantities  in  the  Territory,  and  when 
not  immediately  made  use  of,  is   secretly  brought  into  the  Indian 
country  where  it  is  freely  and  excessively  used  ;  while  the  Indians  are 
enabled  to  procure  a  full  supply  of  this  filthy,  adulterated  stuff,  it 
seems  that  I  cannot,  by  ordinary  means,  suppress  this  detestable  prac- 
tice which  will   inevitably  result  in  a  great  injury  to  the  Indians. 
There  are  some  of  the  Kansas  who  are  becoming  tired  of  the  roving 
life,  and  wish  to  adopt  the  modes  and  customs  of  the  white  people  ; 
and  if  they  only  had  twice  the  annuity  that  is  paid  to  them,  with  a 
liberal  agricultural  fund,   it  is  now  my  belief  that  several  of  the 
Indians  could  easily  be  induced  to  throw  off  the  blanket  and   breech- 
cloth,  and  adopt  the  apparel  of  the  white  man,  dwell  in  houses  instead 
of  the  skin  or  bark  lodge,  and  to  cultivate  the  soil.     I  have  done  all 
in  my  power  to  stimulate  their  desire  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the 
principle  arts  of  civilized  life.    That  these  Indians  can  be  civilised, 
there  is  no  doubt ;  but  they  must  first  be  free  from  all  annoyance  and 
embarrassment,  confined  to  a  smaller  scope  of  country,  and  sufficient 
means  furnished  them  to  begin  with ;  and  also  a  school,  conducted  on  a 
liberal  scale,  would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  this  nation  ;  as  it 
is,  their  present  condition  is  anything  but  good  or  promising.     The 
Kansas  have  done  unusually  well  throughout  the  past  year — only  one 
or  two  cases  of  the  small-pox  having  occurred ;  and  notwithstanding 
the  extreme  drought  the  last  season,  they  have  raised  corn,  beans  and 
pumpkins  sufficient  for  their  subsistence  during  the  coming  winter. 
Although  there  has  been  from  the  last  December,  1855,  up  to  this 
time,  no  blacksmith  for  these  Indians,  it  cannot  be  inferred  that  the 
absence  of  that  mechanic  would  be  of  material  injury  to  them,  as  the 
la  jor  in  this  shop  consisted  chiefly  in  the   repairing  of  fire-arms.     I 
have  recently  employed  another  smith,  who  is  by  me  instructed  to  ab- 
stain from  any  work  on  fire-arms,  as  it  is  my  opinion  the  gun  is  in  no- 
wise advantageous  to  the  cause  of  civilization. 
Respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MONTGOMERY, 

Indian  Agent. 

Col.  A.    CAMMING, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


No.  43. 


Office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  October  13,  1856. 

Sir:  The  past  year,  like  the  two  immediately  preceding,  has  been 
one  of  no  inconsiderable  trial  to  the  Indian  agriculturist.  Prom  the 
extreme  southern  to  the  northern  limits  of  this  superintendency,  the 
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crops,  orer  certain  parallels,  have  been  cut  short,  and  in  some  instances 
quite  destroyed  by  drought ;  over  intervening  belts  of  country  the  har- 
vests have  been  fair.  The  loss  this  season  has  not  been  so  general 
and  wide-spread  as  it  was  the  last ;  in  individual  cases  and  in  particular 
sections  it  is  complete,  but  probably  an  amount  has  been  produced  in 
the  aggregate  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  people.  It  any  priva- 
tion and  suffering  unfortunately  should  occur,  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will 
be  but  limited  and  only  in  isolated  cases.  The  health  of  the  tribes 
has  been  generally  good  throughout  the  year,  except  among  the 
Osages,  who  have  suffered  a  heavy  mortality. 

So  far  as  I  am  advised,  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  even  unusual 

Seace  and  quietness,  all  the  tribes  having  been  pretty  much  exempt  from 
omestic  differences* and  personal  feuds;  the  number  of  homicides 
reported  has  decreased,  and  but  few  heinous  crimes  appear  to  have 
been  committed.  In  the  tribes  bordering  on  the  Missouri  and  Kansas 
frontiers  some  little  excitement  had  been  created  by  the  unfortunate 
difficulties  prevailing  in  those  sections  ;  but  the  fears  excited  by  those 
troubles  are,  as  I  believe,  rapidly  subsiding. 

In  August  last  the  Chickasaw  people  assembled  in  mass  convention 
to  provide  for  their  separation  from  the  Choctaws,  and  initiate  the 
independent  government  secured  them  by  the  treaty  of  June,  1855. 
They  adopted,  as  their  organic  law,  a  written  constitution,  and  pro- 
vided for  the  election  of  officers,  assimilated  in  name  and  in  the  scope 
of  their  several  duties  to  those  of  our  State  governments.  For  de- 
tailed information  in  relation  to  this  interesting  tribe,  and  their  neigh- 
bors, the  Choctaws,  I  beg  leave  to  particularly  refer  to  the  very  lull 
and  suggestive  report  of  Agent  Cooper. 

Messrs.  Garrett  and  Washbourne,  the  agents  respectively  of  the 
Creeks  and  Seminoles,  having  been  at  Washington  city  the  last  six 
months  or  more,  assisting  in  the  negotiation  of  the  new  treaty  between 
those  two  tribes  and  the  general  government,  I  have  but  meagre  in- 
formation concerning  the  position  of  affairs,  in  either  of  those  agen- 
cies ;  however,  nothing  of  an  unsatisfactory  character  has  reached 
rce.  Portions  of  the  delegations  of  the  two  tribes  recently  passed 
here  on  their  return  from  Washington  city,  and  in  conversation 
expressed  themselves  as  highly  pleased  with  the  character  of  the  late 
treaty.  Up  to  this  date  no  copy  of  the  treaty  has  been  received  at 
this  office,  and  I  possess  but  a  general  knowledge  of  its  import  and 
provisions,  gleaned  from  the  prints  of  the  day. 

The  goods  purchased  for  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles  in  1854,  and 
which  were  so  seriously  damaged  in  transportation  that  their  acceptance 
was  formally  declined  by  them,  still  remain  here  on  storage,  as  I  have 
received  no  instructions  as  to  their  disposition.  The  purchase  of 
agricultural  implements,  &c,  made  last  year  on  account  of  the  Creeks, 
reached  here  a  few  days  ago,  but  had  been  so  badly  handled  in  trans- 
portation that  sevei  al  of  the  original  packages  were  broken  and  des- 
troyed, their  contents  imperfectly  and  carelessly  repacked,  and  a  part 
of  some  of  the  articles  called  for  by  the  invoices  lost  in  toto.  The 
goods  purchased  for  the  Seminoles  in  1855,  as  heretofore  reported, 
reached  here  in  good  order,  with  the  exception  of  the  loss  of  a  part  of 
the  contents  of  one  package.     The  purchase  of  this  year,  for  the  same 
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tribe,  is  detained  on  the  Arkansas  by  low  water.  As  soon  as  Agent 
Washbourne,  at  present  confined  by  indisposition,  is  able  and  prepared 
to  proceed  to  his  agency,  arrangements  will  be  made  for  sending  for- 
ward these  goods  for  delivery  to  the  tribe. 

Agent  Garrett  has  not  yet  arrived  here  on  his  return  to  his  agency, 
with  the  funds  for  the  general  service  of  the  superintendency,  but 
may  be  almost  daily  looked  for.  In  obedience  to  special  instructions, 
Agent  Cooper  left  Fort  Towson  on  the  20th  ultimo,  to  proceed  to 
New  Orleans  for  the  funds  due  the  present  year  to  the  Choctaws  and 
the  Chickasaws,  and  is  at  this  time  no  doubt  on  his  return  to  his 
agency  therewith.  Under  the  permission  granted  by  the  department, 
and  for  reasons  of  convenience  and  the  better  character  of  the  public 
buildings,  the  agency  of  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  will  soon, 
probably  on  the  completion  of  the  pending  payments  to  those  tribes, 
be  removed  from  Fort  Towson  to  Fort  Washita.  This  removal  is 
regarded  as  only  temporary  ;  a  mbre  central  position,  possessing  the 
required  facilities  for  an  agency,  and  such  as  may  prove  mutually 
agreeable  to  the  two  tribes  and  the  United  States  agent;  will  hereafter 
be  submitted  to  the  department  for  its  sanction,  and  for  the  erection 
of  a  permanent  agency. 

The  system  of  licensed  trade  permitted  by  the  intercourse  act  of 
June,  1834,  and  hitherto  prevailing  among  the  tribes,  but  which,  by 
special  instructions  of  December  last,  was  suspended  in  the  four  prin- 
cipal nations  of  the  superintendency,  viz :  the  Choctaws,  Chickasaws, 
Cherokees  and  Creeks,  continues  in  a  state  of  suspension.  I  have  so 
frequently,  in  my  communications  to  the  department,  adverted  to 
this  subject  that  perhaps  my  present  reference  to  it  is  something  worse 
than  superfluous.     I  leave  it  without  further  comment. 

Herewith  I  have  the  honor  also  to  transmit  the  annual  reports  of 
Douglas  H.  Cooper,  esq.,  agent  for  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  of 
George  Butler,  esq.,  agent  for  the  Cherokees,  and  of  Andrew  J.  Dora, 
esq.,  agent  for  the  tribes  of  the  Neosho,  each  accompanied  by  the 
subordinate  reports  of  various  missionaries  and  teachers  laboring 
within  their  respective  agencies.  In  consequence  of  the  special  duties 
in  which  Agents  Garrett  and  Washbourne  have  been  for  so  many 
months  engaged,  no  reports  have  been  received  at  this  office  from 
either  of  those  gentlemen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  DEAN, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Hon.  George  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington  City,  2).  (7. 
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No.  44. 

Office  United  States,  Neosho  Agency, 

September  4,  1856. 

Sir  :  Since  the  last  annual  report  which  I  had  the  honor  of  making 
relative  to  the  changes  and  operations  that  have  taken  place  within 
this  agency,  I  will  notice  but  a  few  of  the  most  prominent.  And 
first,  I  would  speak  of  the  very  considerable  sickness  that  has  pre- 
vailed among  the  Osages,  and  by  which  I  would  suppose  there  had 
at  least  one  hundred  of  them  died.  The  disease  that  has  prevailed 
among  them  was  said  to  be  scrofula,  and  I  learn  that  it  has  almost 
entirely  abated  since  they  scattered  on  the  spring  hunt.  The  other 
tribes  under  my  charge  have  enjoyed  usual  good  health  for  the  last 
year.  Second,  intemperance  among  all  the  tribes,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Quapaws,  has  been  considerable,  and  since  the  organization  of 
Kansas  Territory  the  evil  has  increased,  by  bringing  it  nearer  their 
home.  Liquor  sellers  are  quite  common  on  the  "  New  York  tract," 
which  is  situated  directly  north  of  the  Osage  lands.  Third,  polyga- 
my only  exists  among  the  Osages  to  any  extent,  and  I  have  noticed 
that  they  are  declining  more  rapidly,  in  proportion  to  their  number, 
than  any  of  the  other  tribes  within  this  agency  ;  and  my  conclusion 
is,  that  it  is  mainly  attributable  to  their  living  in  a  state  of  polyga- 
my. Fourth,  one  of  the  greatest  evils  among  all  Indians  is  the 
great  detestation  they  have  for  honorable  labor,  though  I  am  happy 
to  have  noticed  some  little  favorable  change,  even  among  the  wild, 
untutored  Osages ;  hence  the  great  influence  of  example — they  having 
seen  the  scholars  at  the  Osage  manual  labor  school  laboring  in  the 
field  and  in  the  forest ;  and  by  contrasting  their  situation  and  condi- 
tion with  that  of  those  scholars,  they  can  but  acknowledge  the 
advantages  arising  therefrom.  The  crops  of  this  year  will  be  rather 
more  than  half  a  yield,  and  I  would  suppose  that  the  Senecas,  Senecas 
and  Shawnees,  and  Quapaws,  would  have  a  sufficiency  to  carry  them 
through  the  winter.  The  Osages  have  not,  in  a  manner,  raided  any- 
thing, their  corn  having  been  destroyed  by  overflows  of  the  streams 
early  in  the  summer.  Since  the  organization  of  Kansas,  raurl. 
excitement  has  prevailed  here  among  the  Indians,  they  being  fearful 
that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  would  intrude  upon  their  Ian  a, 
and  overpower  them,  and  drive  them  therefrom.  Depredations  are 
becoming  much  more  numerous  on  account  of  the  juxtaposition  of  the 
whites  on  their  northern  border. 

You  will  find  herewith  the  report  of  Rev.  John  Shoenmakers,  super- 
intendent of  the  Osage  manual  laborschool,  situated  on  the  Neosho  river, 
in  the  Osage  country,  and  which  is  doing  much  good  among  these 
wild  people,  and  the  Indians  have  a  great  respect  for  the  conductors 
of  this  institution. 

The  employes  within  this  agency  are  men  of  good  moral  character, 
and  are  well  qualified  to  fill  the  situations  they  are  occupying.  The 
situation  of  the  Indians  residing  on  the  lands  known  as  the  "  New 
York  tract,"  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Scott,  and  on  the  waters  of  the 
Little  Osage,  I  am  compelled  to  reserve  for  a  special  report,  they 
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having  been  placed  by  the  honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
for  the  time  being,  under  my  charge. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  J.  DORN, 
United  States  Neosho  Agent. 
Charlhs  W.  Dean,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  Fort  Smith,  Kansas. 


No.  45. 


Osage  Manual  Labor  School, 

August  28,  1856. 

Sir  :  On  receiving  your  letter  of  Augus  23d,  I  forthwith  prepared 
my  annual  report  of  the  Osage  manual  labor  school  for  the  year 
1856.  Although  many  new  pupils  have  been  received  into  our  school 
since  the  report  of  1855,  our  scholars  have  not  increased ;  we  only 
number  fifty  three  boys,  and  some  forty  girls,  the  elder  boys  being 
taken  from  school  during  the  summer  season  to  assist  their  relations 
in  the  agricultural  pursuits.  Our  Osage  farmers,  after  a  failure  of 
three  years,  have  again  cultivated  their  fields  with  much  energy ;  but 
a  moderate  wet  spring  being  followed  up  by  a  dry  summer,  they  will 
likewise  reap  no  harvest  of  their  labors.  We  freely  consented  to  the 
request  of  parents  and  guardians,  whenever  we  foresaw  that  these 
youths  would  be  regularly  and  usefully  employed  ;  we  have  also,  as 
in  preceding  years,  encouraged  them  with  our  weak  pecuniary  means, 
that  they  might  gain  for  themselves  clothing  and  articles  of  comfort; 
three  or  four  of  our  oldest  scholars  preferred  to  be  employed  at  the 
mission,  and,  by  remunerating  them  liberally,  they  have  continued  to 
labor  and  act  manly  throughout  the  season.  In  the  mean  time  our 
two  very  competent  teachers  have  given  all  their  attention  to  advance 
in  learning  the  young  pupils.  Of  the  fifty-three  little  boys,  from 
seven  to  thirteen  years  of  age,  thirty  read  well  extempore  the  Uni- 
versal Reader,  Reeves'  History  of  the  Bible,  and  other  easy  books 
used  in  our  school ;  they  form  a  common  school  handwriting,  and 
on  your  next  examination  they  will  give  satisfaction  in  the  rudiments 
of  arithmetic.  It  is  my  intention  to  recall  to  school  by  next  winter 
those  boy 8  who  have  assisted  their  relations  during  this  summer,  in 
order  that  they  may  continue  their  studies  of  arithmetic,  grammar, 
geography,  history,  and  composition. 

The  little  girls  at  the  female  department  are  always  busy,  like  the 
industrious  ant,  and  exchange  their  studies  for  light  works  of  in- 
dustry ;  guided  by  the  ladies,  they  make  all  the  articles  of  clothing 
used  at  our  school ;  they  think  themselves  honored  when  we  accept 
small  presents,  ornamented  by  their  little  fingers ;  they  love  the 
kitchen,  because  the  child  naturally  loves  what  is  sweet;  and  whilst 
some  have  their  time  for  milking,  others  make  us  butter  and  bread. 
Seldom  heretofore  have  I  seen  both  teachers  and  pupils  so  generally 
satisfied  and  affectionate  to  each  other.    Should  I  attempt  to  make 
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other  observations,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  Osage  tribe  of  Indians. 
The  above  stated  number  of  pupils  is  comparatively  small  for  the 
many  children  now  growing  up  in  the  Osage  nation  ;  but  if  we  con- 
sider that  the  full-blooded  Osage  has  not  even  made  the  first  step  to 
civilization,  we  must  lean  towards  being  satisfied;  but  whilst  we  must 
be  satisfied  at  present  with  the  education  of  a  few  Indian  children,  it 
is  the  part  of  the  Indian  bureau  to  hold  out  to  the  Indian  parents 
encouragement  wherewith  to  train  their  children  to  habits  of  industry 
and  of  a  civilized  life;  they  themselves  do,  indeed,  not  relish  them,  but 
the  far  greatest  majority  of  our  Osages  are  willing  their  children 
should  learn  them.  The  Quapaw  Indian  has  advanced  perhaps  one 
step  nearer  to  civilization,  but  lacks  industry  and  perseverance.  Our 
Osages  are  well  aware  that  their  former  mode  of  living  is  fast  closing 
upon  them ;  ten  years  ago  they  numbered  5,000  souls,  at  present  they 
hardly  exceed  3,500. 

If  it  be  the  present  policy  of  the  administration  to  confine  the 
Osages  to  a  small  tract  of  country,  it  ought  to  be  carried  out  with 

generous  liberality.  Our  Indians  know  well  that  they  are  born  free 
y  nature,  and  will  not  easily  submit  to  coercive  systems  ;  but  show 
them  fraternity,  hold  out  to  them  a  heart  that  seeks  their  preserva- 
tion, and  protects  them  in  their  rights,  and  they  will  receive  the 
advice  of  tneir  benefactors,  even  though  they  should  be  firm  and 
severe;  give  them  regulations  or  laws  adapted  to  their  situation,  then 
punish  the  transgressor  with  firmness  and  punctuality,  but  remune- 
rate the  industrious  and  faithful  Indian  with  the  greatest  possible 
liberality,  not  that  the  prodigal  hand  will  gain  and  satisfy  the  hearts 
of  our  Indians  ;  give  freely,  and  after  a  manner  which  will  benefit  their 
children,  whom  they  love  most  intensely.  Every  affectionate  mother 
draws  the  good  will  of  her  child  by  sweet  cakes  and  nuts,  not  by  coer- 
cion and  prodigality  ;  but  should  she  have  occasion  to  strike,  the 
child,  even  after  being  punished,  will  soon  run  to  her  embraces. 

I  do  not  think  that  to  establish  farms  in  the  midst  of  our  Osages 
could  have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  their  character,  certainly  not  if  they 
be  carried  out  on  a  liberal  scale  ;  our  Indians  will  be  mere  spectators, 
admire  the  industry  and  avarice  of  the  farmers,  which  will  not  excite 
their  partiality  for  agricultural  pursuits  ;  they  will  only  study  on  the 
abuse  made  of  their  money,  and  devise  means  to  rid  themselves  of 
their  pretended  benefactors,  which  will  ultimately  lead  to  burn  the 
improvements. 

if  instead  of  laying  out  these  large  amounts  of  money  for  the  benefit 
of  two  or  three  individuals,  these  same  moneys  were  used  to  excite 
emulation,  and  promote  industry  among  Indian  families  or  individ- 
uals, it  might  meet  with  universal  approval ;  let  the  Indians  make 
their  own  fields,  and  let  recompense  be  given  them  for  their  own  labor 
and  improvements — say  provisions  and  farm  utensils — and  I  doubt 
not  but  they  will  learn  to  value  and  preserve  the  fruits  of  their  own 
industry;  should  they  raise  a  small  crop  again,  be  generous  and 
liberal,  and  repay  them  with  cattle  or  whatever  may  excite  their 
emulation ;  whilst  thus  you  lead  them  to  habits  of  industry,  sow  in 
their  hearts  the  seeds  of  Christianity.  Our  Osages  are  still  in  the  full 
state  of  fallen  nature,  and  have  contracted  or  learned  but  few  weak 
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habits  of  prejudices,  excepting  those  of  unreasonable  superstition. 
The  civilized  infidel  may  think  himself  satisfied  when  he  lives  in  the 
hope  of  bodily  gratifications,  but  it  will  not  satisfy  our  Osages;  they 
feel  that  they  have  a  soul,  and  acknowledge,  with  the  Athenians,  the 
existence  of  a  God  whom  they  know  not.  I  have  heard  many  an 
Indian  say,  What  good  will  it  do  me  if  I  wear  out  my  body  by  labor, 
and  to-morrow  perhaps  I  must  die?  Explain  to  them  that  the  soul  diet 
not,  raise  them  above  the  brute,  cultivate  their  understanding  with 
motives  of  a  future  and  permanent  happiness ;  by  these  means  the 
wheel  of  civilization  will  be  brought  in  motion  and  will  receive  activity 
from  the  rising  generation.  The  whole  plan  above  suggested  would 
greatly  benefit  the  young  men  educated  at  our  school,  whilst  the  Indian 
parent  could  be  made  to  understand  the  expediency  of  sending  their 
children  to  our  manual  labor  school,  where  we  prepare  the  mind  and 
body  for  this  new  mode  of  living. 

Our  Osages  have  been  liberally  endowed  with  the  light  of  natural 
reason  to  build  religion  upon  it.  They  acquire  with  the  facility  of 
white  children  the  habits  of  writing,  reading,  &c.  The  most  savage 
Osage  is  by  habit  a  sharp  hunter  ;  their  women  use  more  skilfully  the 
axe  than  the  white  lady ;  shall  they  be  judged  incapable  of  the  other 
habits  of  a  civilized  life?  or  can  they  not  be  made  willing  to  follow 
the  infused  habits  that  come  from  above  ? 

I  close  my  report  in  these  few  words:  the  Osage  Indian  will  not 
acquire  solid  habits  of  civilized  life  without  the  help  of  religion,  nor 
will  he  ever  become  a  good  Christian  without  industry  and  labor;  these 
two  must  go  hand  in  hand,  like  the  soul  and  body,  to  make  a  reasonable 
man. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  SCHOENMAKER8. 

Major  A.  J.  Dorn, 

United  States  Neosho  Agent. 


No.  46. 


Cherokee  Agency, 

September  10, 1856. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  department,  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  submit  my  annual  report ;  but  so  little  change 
has  taken  place  since  my  last  was  submitted,  that  anything  like  an 
extended  one  would  involve  a  repetition. 

I  will,  however,  say  that  peace  and  tranquillity  prevail  throughout 
the  nation.  The  health  of  the  people,  I  think,  has  not  been  so  good 
for  the  past  year  as  for  the  year  previous,  and  rather  an  unusual 
number  of  deaths  has  occurred.  Although  the  country  is  fairly 
supplied  with  good  physicians,  a  number  of  young  Cherokee*  are 
preparing  themselves  for  the  medical  profession,  by  placing  themselves 
under  the  instruction  of  our  best  read  physicians,  and  completing  their 
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studies  at  some  of  the  medical  colleges  of  the  States ;  thereby  prepar- 
ing themselves  for  future  usefulness  to  their  people. 

The  agricultural  interest  of  the  nation  is  in  a  prosperous  condition, 
and  every  year  some  new  advance  may  be  seen  in  that  branch  ot 
industry.  The  mechanical  arts  are  far  in  the  rear  of  both  their 
agricultural  and  educational  advancement,  and  if  something  could  be 
done  to  foster  and  promote  those  arts,  it  would  greatly  facilitate  the 
advancement  of  this  people.  It  would  also  enable  them  to  retain, 
among  themselves,  a  large  amount  of  their  money  which  is  now  annual- 
ly sent  out  of  their  nation.  The  educational  facilities  of  the  nation 
appear  to  be  in  jeopardy,  or  at  least  a  part  of  them.  The  large  sur- 
plus of  school  fund,  on  which  they  have  been  drawing  for  years  past, 
is  now  exhausted,  and  nothing  but  the  annual  interest  accruing  from 
that  fund  is  available  for  school  purposes,  which  is  not  sufficient  to 
support  both  the  common  schools  and  the  seminaries.  If  the  council 
do  not  make  some  provision  for  their  support,  either  the  seminaries  or 
common  schools  must  be  closed ;  the  seminaries,  of  course,  would  share 
that  fate.  Strong  efforts  are  being  made  by  some  of  the  leading  men 
of  the  nation  to  retrocede  the  "  neutral  land"  to  the  United  States, 
and  to  invest  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  for  school  purposes ;  others 
are  opposing  it  as  strongly.  A  very  large  majority  of  the  people  are 
in  favor  of  its  retrocession,  but  they  are  split  into  numerous  factions  as 
to  what  shall  be  done  with  the  money.  Some  even  oppose  the  appro- 
priation of  any  part  of  it  to  the  payment  of  the  national  debt ;  others 
are  for  investing  the  whole  amount,  and  paying  the  debt  with  the  in- 
terest as  it  accrues ;  others,  again,  are  for  paying  the  debt  first,  and 
then  investing  a  portion  of  the  residue  for  school  purposes,  leaving  the 
balance  subject  to  future  legislation ;  others  are  for  paying  the  na- 
tional debt  and  then  investing  a  small  portion  for  school  purposes, 
and  dividing  the  balance  "  per  capita." 

That  policy  which  is  advocated  oy  some  of  the  most  prominent  men 
of  the  nation,  viz  :  "to  first  pay  their  debt  and  then  invest  a  suffi- 
ciency for  the  support  of  their  schools,"  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  best ; 
but  it  does  not  extend  quite  far  enough  ;  if  they  could  be  induced  to 
invest  another  portion  to  be  applied  to  their  agricultural  and  mechani- 
cal advancement,  (especially  the  latter,)  it  would  add  greatly  to  their 
interest.  The  Cherokees  have  among  them  many  intelligent  and 
ingenious  youths,  who  would  make  superior  mechanics  if  they  had  the 
means  of  instruction  within  their  own  nation,  but  they  have  a  great 
aversion  to  going  into  the  States  to  ootain  the  necessary  instruction. 

The  morals  of  the  people,  I  think,  are  improving,  and  many  have 
connected  themselves  with  the  different  churches  within  the  past  year. 

I  have  not  received  the  reports  from  the  different  missionaries,  &c. ; 
when  received  I  will  forward  them  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  BUTLER, 

Cherokee  Agent.. 

Doctor  C.  W.  Bran, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affaire,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 
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No.  47. 

Park  Hill,  September  24,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  note  of  the  10th  instant  was  duly  received,  re- 
questing me  to  furnish  information  in  reference  to  the  condition  of 
the  Methodist  church  in  the  nation.  The  Cherokee  district  is  divided 
into  five  (5)  circuits  and  the  Tahlequah  and  Riley  chapel  station.  To 
fill  these  appointments  we  have  eight  white  missionaries  and  eight 
natives,  including  the  interpreters.  I  believe  they  have  all  been 
faithful  to  their  work,  devoting  their  time  and  talents  in  preaching 
the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ. 

We  have,  I  believe,  some  seventy  preaching  places.  Some  of  these 
are  meeting-houses  and  others  are  private  residences,  where  we  preach, 
form  classes,  and  carry  out  the  rules  of  church  discipline.  We  have, 
during  the  present  year,  received  into  the  church  some  two  hundred 
members.  But  whether  this  will  give  us  an  increase  from  last  year 
I  cannot  say,  as  some  have  died  and  others  have  been  dropped.  I  re- 
gret that  I  have  not  the  statistics  before  me,  as  they  would  enable  me 
to  give  a  more  satisfactory  report.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the 
church  never  was  more  prosperous  than  at  the  present.  We  have 
peace  through  all  our  societies ;  our  congregations  have  been  generally 
large,  and,  take  them  all  in  all,  as  respectful  and  well  behaved  as  can 
be  found  anywhere.  By  the  blessing  of  God,  I  have  been  enabled  to 
attend  all  the  quarterly  meetings  through  the  present  conference  year, 
and,  in  addition  to  this,  have  had  the  privilege  of  visiting  and  preach- 
ing in  nearly  every  neighborhood  in  the  nation.  This  nas  given  me 
an  opportunity  of  looking  into  the  condition  of  the  Cherokee  people; 
and,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  law  and  order  prevail  everywhere  in  refer- 
ence to  both  civil  and  religious  institutions.  There  is  certainly  an 
increased  desire  to  educate  the  rising  generation,  and  their  schools 
generally  are  doing  well. 

Agricultural  pursuits,  also,  are  on  the  increase;  farms  are  being 
enlarged.  Corn,  wheat,  and  oats  are  raised  in  abundance  to  supply 
all  the  wants  of  life.  God  grant  that  these  blessings  and  privileges 
may  long  be  perpetuated. 

Accept  my  best  wishes  for  your  happiness,  both  in  this  life  and 
that  which  is  to  come. 

JOHN  HARRELL, 
P.  E.  Cherokee  District  M.  E.  Church,  South. 

George  Butler,  Esq., 

Cherokee  Agent. 


No.  48. 


Office  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools, 

Tahlequah }  September  25,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  an  abstract  of 
my  annual  report  to  the  national  council  of  the  common  public 
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schools  of  the  nation  for  the  scholastic  year,  last  1855  and  first 
1856. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  DUNCAN, 
Superintendent  Public  Schools. 
George  Butler,  Esq., 

Cherokee  Agent,  Tahlequah. 


To  the  National  Council: 

In  submitting  my  annual  report  it  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  state  that  although  there  are  necessarily  many  difficulties  to 
be  met  with  by  a  system  so  new,  the  schools  are  generally  in  a  pros- 

£$rous  condition.  There  is  almost  a  universal  interest  manifested  in 
vor  of  education.  Schools  are  talked  of  and  desired  in  every  neigh- 
borhood. Many  petitions,  asking  the  establishment  of  schools  in  new 
places  have  been  presented  to  this  office.  Indeed  a  desire  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  advantages  of  the  schools  has  grown  to  such  ma- 
turity that  it  is  almost  ready  to  operate  injuriously  towards  them. 
Those  not  in  reach  of  schools  are  anxious  to  have  them  transferred  to 
new  neighborhoods.  Some  are  desirous  to  have  them  all  changed  to 
new  places  that  others,  who  are  equally  interested,  as  it  is  said,  may 
realize  some  of  their  benefits.  But  however  anxious  we  may  be  to 
extend  the  means  of  education  within  the  reach  of  every  family,  we 
are  nevertheless  compelled  to  look  upon  a  policy  that  would  require 
the  schools  to  itinerate  every  few  sessions  with  more  than  suspicion. 
The  evils  that  would  necessarily  result  from  the  removal  of  schools 
from  places  where  they  are  already  doing  well  are  too  apparent  to  be 
disregarded  by  any.  Yet  the  power  vested  in  the  superintendency  to 
remove  schools  under  circumstances  designated  by  law,  has  done  more 
to  build  up  their  efficiency  than  almost  anything  else.  The  schools, 
by  this  means,  have  sought  the  most  eligible  situations,  gathered  the 
largest  number  of  scholars,  and  secured  the  most  regular  attendance. 
Were  the  school  funds  more  ample  I  would  most  earnestly  recom- 
mend the  establishment  of  several  other  schools.  I  would  also  recom- 
mend the  further  improvement  of  the  schools  by  increasing  the  pay 
of  teachers  a  small  per  centum.  This  would  secure  better  talent, 
which  is  so  essential  to  their  greater  efficiency.  This  would  attract 
some  of  the  best  qualified  to  the  business  of  teaching,  who,  with  the 
present  pay  seek  a  more  lucrative  calling  somehow  else.  While  a 
teacher  of  a  seminary  is  allowed  to  earn  eight  or  six  hundred  dollars 
a  year,  with  board,  &c,  it  does  seem  that  a  teacher  of  a  common 
school,  who  works  harder  and  does  more  immediate  good,  is  written 
to  at  least  half  that  pay.  I  would  further  propose,  on  the  same  con- 
ditions, to  add  an  assistant  teacher  to  some  of  the  schools.  Some  of 
the  schools  report  a  scholarship  of  seventy-five  or  eighty.  This  num- 
ber of  pupils  will  afford  work  enough  for  two  teachers.  If  this  im- 
provement of  the  common  schools  could  be  effected  so  as  to  afford  the 
means  of  a  thorough  English  education,  I  am  perfectly  of  the  opinion 
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that  it  would  be  an  improvement  of  the  school  system,  and  would 
result  in  the  greater  immediate  good  to  the  country.  This  would 
prepare  the  pupils  at  home  for  useful  living  at  once,  and  if  the/ 
wished  to  pursue  their  studies  it  would  furnish  the  high  school* 
with  a  class  for  matriculation  much  better  prepared  to  prosecute  the 
branches  of  a  high  education.  For  the  want  of  this  qualification  the 
heavier  expenditures  have  been  involved  to  teach  boys  and  girls  of  a 
premature  age  lessons  they  should  have  learned  at  a  common  school. 
Unless  these  schools  are  enabled  to  perform  the  functions  of  their 
department  well,  the  system  will  have  to  continue  to  turn  out  imma- 
ture graduates. 

I  would  take  occasion  to  remark  here,  that  it  might  be  argued  with 
much  feasibility,  that,  in  proportion  to  our  means  and  in  view  of  the 
condition  of  the  country,  we  have  enough  of  schools.  It  must  be  clear. 
to  every  body,  that  situated  as  this  country  is,  it  needs  at  this  time 
much  more  industry  and  economy  than  anything  else.  What  would 
it  avail  if  all  the  youths  could  be  graduated  at  the  highest  institutions 
in  the  land,  if  they  have  not  been  taught  a  fondness  for  those  funda- 
mental avocations  so  essential  to  the  growth  and  perpetuity  of  a  na- 
tion ?  If  the  people  were  all  scholars  and  at  the  same  time  should 
retain  the  inexcusable  aversion  to  labor  that  is  now  universal  among 
the  schooled  youth  of  the  nation,  it  would  furnish  the  country  witn 
an  abundance  of  paupers,  idlers,  or  criminals,  or  else  they  would  have 
to  seek  a  livelihood  for  their  education  in  some  other  country.  All 
cannot  live  here  without  manual  labor.  Each  cannot  be  a  professor, 
lawyer,  doctor,  preacher,  school-master.  The  means,  opportunities, 
and  occasions,  are  wanting  for  so  many.  All  could  not  find  such  em- 
ployment at  home,  and  to  seek  it  elsewhere  would  be  to  take  one  step 
towards  the  overthrow  of  the  nation.  For  in  that  case  it  is  clear  that 
the  ulterior  result  of  our  expenditures  and  labors  would  be  to  educate 
children  for  other  countries. 

Why  should  it  be  considered  a  matter  beneath  or  beyond  the  atten- 
tion or  power  of  the  national  council  to  incorporate  with  the  school 
system  some  plans,  means,  or  motives  by  which  we  may  develop  the 
"  bone  and  sinew,"  as  well  as  the  manners,  minds  and  morals  of  the 
country  ?  Our  lands  are  uncultivated,  shops  are  vacant  or  never  have 
started;  we  must  buy  machinery,  furniture,  fixtures,  produce,  stock 
and  goods,  all  at  foreign  markets,  or  else  hire  them  made  at  home  by 
white  men.  The  nation  can't  live  without  money  or  its  equivalent. 
There  is  everything  to  take  it  out.  There  is  nothing  made — all  is 
bought.  When  we  take  into  the  account  that  all  these  purchases  are 
to  be  made,  too,  out  of  the  meager  currency  put  into  circulation  as 
the  proceeds  of  our  invested  funds,  which  does  not  amount  to  more 
annually  than  scarcely  half  a  share  of  some  minor  New  York  firm, 
the  picture  is  still  the  more  alarming ;  for  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
nation  has  attained  its  zenith,  unless  there  is  an  increase  of  industry 
and  love  of  labor.  There  is  a  great  deal  amongst  us  that  is  necessary 
to  perpetuity  ;  but  there  is  need  of  a  great  deal  more.  More  is  to  be 
done  than  to  advance  simply  as  far  as  we  are  driven  by  famine  or  im- 
mediate want.  There  must  be  a  surplus  of  productions.  By  the 
magic  of  manual  labor  we  must  wring  from  the  bosom  of  "  mother 
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earth"  the  means  and  advantages  that  have  built  up  the  nations  of 
the  greatest  name.  Then  there  will  he  something  to  exchange  or  to 
use  m  onr  own  country.  Then  the  cantons  and  plains  of  this  fertile 
land  will  put  on  the  appearance  of  Eden. 

These  remarks  may  be  considered  a  digression  in  a  report  of  this 
kind ;  but  from  my  conception  of  education  and  the  schools,  it  neces- 
sarily involves  the  subject  I  have  endeavored  to  notice. 

Many  of  the  students  of  the  schools  understand  and  speak  the  Eng- 
lish very  imperfectly,  and  many  do  not  speak  it  at  all.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  formidable  difficulties  connected  with  the  schools.  This 
is  the  reason  why  some  of  the  schools  have  been  in  operation  eight  or 
ten  years  and  have  not  presented  any  applicants  for  admission  to  the 
high  schools.  Teachers  have  been  content  to  let  boys  and  girls  striv ■• 
to  memorize  English  sounds  without  teaching  them  the  meanir  '*. 
Indeed  many  teachers  have  not  been  able  to  do  anything  more.  To 
put  an  English  teacher  into  an  Indian  school  without  his  knowing  the 
English  language,  or  having  lexicon  or  grammar  to  assist  him,  will  do 
but  little  to  educate  the  pupils.  Just  as  well  put  a  Chinese  teacher 
into  an  English  school  without  those  helps  to  teach  the  school  in 
Chinese.  The  process  of  such  schools  or  scholars  must  necessarily  be 
slow  and  tedious.  They  are  required  to  learn  the  English  by  hearing 
it  spoken.  Some  hear  it  but  seldom.  It  takes  a  long  time  for  an 
Indian  boy  to  learn  the  English  well  enough  to  understand  his  les- 
sons, only  hearing  the  teacher  speak  or  a  transient  visitor.  To  con- 
duct such  a  school  with  much  success  the  teacher  must  understand  the 
Cherokee  as  well  as  English.  The  student  must  have  an  Indian 
English  lexicon  and  grammar  and  lessons  suitably  adapted ;  but  we 
have  none  of  those  facilities.  Our  teacher  only  speaks  the  Cherokee, 
hence  we  are  compelled  to  suffer  some  of  the  schools  to  drag  along  at  a 
very  slow  rate.  I  have  required  the  teachers,  however,  to  instruct  the 
pupils  orally  in  the  English  language.  This  plan  succeeds  well  at 
the  Delaware  town  school,  the  only  place  where  we  have  a  teacher 
who  speaks  both  languages. 

I  have  made  it  a  rule  to  employ  native  teachers  educated  at  our 
own  schools  in  preference  to  others.  This  has  been  the  occasion  of 
some  dissatisfaction  in  some  neighborhoods.  Some  neighborhoods 
have  not  been  willing  to  receive  a  teacher  so  young  and  inexperienced 
as  many  of  the  graduates  are.  I  have  nevertheless  deemed  it  the  duty 
of  this  office  to  give  the  graduates  a  trial  as  teachers  of  the  common 
schools,  and  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  say  that  generally  they 
have  succeeded  well.  They  have  advanced  the  pupils  rapidly,  and 
taught  them  more  thoroughly  and  systematically  than  many  teachers 
that  had  to  be  employed  a  few  sessions  ago.  It  is  a  question  of  some 
debate  whether  females  are  competent  and  proper  persons  to  be  em- 
ployed as  teachers.  Some  schools  are  opposed  to  such  teachers,  others 
refuse  to  receive  them.  I  have  endeavored  to  accommodate  the  wishes 
of  the  people  on  this  question  as  far  as  possible ;  but  at  the  same  time 
have  considered  it  not  only  prudent,  but  very  right  to  give  the  female 

Saduates  an  opportunity  at  least  equal  to  that  of  the  others  to  make 
emselves  useful,  and  to  show  that  they  are  capable  of  affecting  the 
destinies  of  the  country  as  well  as  the  other  sex.     My  own  opinion  is 
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that  female  teachers  are  as  efficient  in  the  schools  as  males.  In  some 
instances  they  are  more  so.  They  have  less  to  divide  their  attention, 
and  less  to  infringe  upon  the  regular  duties  of  conducting  the  school, 
which  shows  an  accurate  improvement  in  proportion  to  the  time 
taught. 

Until  last  June,  the  schools  had  to  labor  to  great  disadvantage  on 
the  account  of  the  want  of  books.  Frequently  many* of  them  had  but 
one  book  for  a  whole  class  to  study  in.  Some  were  induced  to  buy 
bookr- ;  others  were  bound  to  wait  till  the  arrival  of  the  public  books. 
Since  t.,3  books  ordered  by  Mr.  Beece  arrived,  the  schools  have  been 
well  suppHed,  and  in  this  respect  are  doing  finely.  The  books  were 
received  in  good  condition,  and  are  of  a  suitable  kind.  The  only 
cause  of  regret  is  that  they  were  detained  on  the  way  so  long  by  low 
water,  which  made  the  charges  very  high. 

I  have  always  thought  that  the  best  plan  would  be  to  cause  the 
patrons  of  schools  to  purchase  their  own  books.  The  only  objection 
that  can  be  alleged  to  this  plan  would  be  the  want  of  uniformity  in 
books.  This  objection  could  be  easily  obviated,  and  at  the  same  time 
books  could  be  obtained  at  what  the  cost  and  charges  wbuld  amount 
to.  Say,  let  books  be  bought  as  usual  and  deposited  at  Tahlequah, 
and  let  them  be  sold  to  patrons  of  schools  at  cost  and  carriage.  This 
would  not  only  cause  the  people  to  attach  a  little  more  importance  to 
books  and  schools,  but  it  would  make  them  see  that  books  and  schools 
were  better  protected,  and  would  save  some  expense.  It  is  true  the 
saving  would  not  be  much,  yet  it  would  be  some,  and  every  little 
helps. 

All  the  twenty-one  common  schools  are  taught  by  natives  except 
three.  One  of  these  three  is  taught  by  the  fiev.  W.  P.  Upham,  a 
Baptist  minister,  who,  I  believe,  is  connected  with  the  Baptist  board. 
He  is  an  accomplished  teacher.  Another  is  taught  by  the  Rev.  James 
Essex,  of  the  M.  E.  church  south.  The  other  by  Miss  Esther  Smith, 
a  worthy  lady,  who  has  long  been  in  the  employ  of  the  American 
board,  but  ha6  recently  dissolved  her  relation  with  that  establishment, 
and  taken  a  public  school  of  the  nation.  The  branches  taught  in  the 
schools  are  those  usually  found  in  schools  of  similar  grade  elsewhere. 
The  directors'  reports  of  the  last  session  show  that  the  aggregate  num- 
ber of  pupils  in  attendance  at  the  schools  is  921,  and  that  of  this 
number,  there  are  in  the  alphabet,  117  ;  orthography,  297  ;  reading 
in  different  books,  434  ;  in  geography,  151  ;  English  grammar,  141 ; 
arithmetic,  298 ;  penmanship,  157.  In  addition  to  these,  some  are 
prosecuting  miscellaneous  branches :  natural  philosophy,  chemistry, 

Ehysiology,  algebra,  astronomy,  history,  &c.  I  ought  to  remark 
ere  that  several  of  the  reports  of  the  directors  were  imperfectly  filled 
out,  and  it  is  probable  that  there  are  more  studying  the  different 
branches  than  is  shown  by  this  report.  There  are  117  orphans  at- 
tending the  schools,  who  are  boarded  and  clothed  on  the  public  ac- 
count. The  whole  amount  paid  for  teachers  the  past  year  is  $6,624  96, 
or  an  average  of  $315  47A-  to  each  school.  The  amount  expended 
for  the  benefit  of  orphans,  $3,077  19. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  A.  DUNCAN, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools. 
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No.  49. 

Washington  City,  September  8,  1856. 

Sir  :  As  the  duty  imposed  upon  me  in  taking  charge  of  and  trans- 
porting the  annuity  and  other  moneys  for  the  Indians  in  the  southern 
superintendency,  except  the  Choctawe  and  Chickasaws,  and  the  neces- 
sity for  making  immediate  arrangements  for  the  annual  payment  to 
the  Creeks,  will  not  probably  leave  me  sufficient  time  and  opportunity, 
after  reaching  my  agency,  to  make  my  annual  report  from  there  in 
due  season,  I  have  deemed  it  best  to  prepare  and  submit  it  now. 
My  prolonged  absence  from  my  post,  occasioned  by  my  connexion 
with  the  negotiations  with  the  Creek  and  Seminole  delegations  in  this 
city,  which  resulted  in  the  recent  important  treaty  with  these  tribes, 
will  account  for  the  brevity  and  general  character  of  my  report. 
More  specific  information'in  regard  to  the  moral  and  intellectual  con- 
dition and  prospects  of  the  Creeks  will  be  furnished  you  in  the  re- 
ports of  the  missionaries  and  teachers  employed  amongst  them,  which 
you  will  receive  through  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  that 
district. 

I  have  above  denominated  the  treaty  recently  concluded  with  the 
Creeks  and  Seminoles  an  important  one.  In  regard  to  it,  with  refer- 
ence not  only  to  those  two  tribes,  but  also  to  the  general  government 
and  State  of  Florida ;  as,  if  properly  availed  of,  it  will,  in  my  opin- 
ion, lead  to  the  early  and  peaceable  removal  of  the  Seminoles  yet  re- 
maining in  that  State,  thus  terminating  their  present  hostilities, 
which  are  so  injurious  to  a  large  class  of  her  population,  and  putting 
a  stop  to  the  very  heavy  expenses  consequent  upon  the  employment 
of  a  considerable  military  force  for  the  protection  of  the  extended  fron- 
tier country  which  is  now  constantly  in  danger  of  the  murderous  and 
otherwise  ruinous  incursions  of  these  Indians.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
the  bill  for  making  appropriations  for  carrying  out  the  objects  and 
purposes  of  the  treaty  failed  to  become  a  law,  as  had  the  department 
now  the  means  therefor,  the  removal  of  the  Seminoles  from  Florida 
might  be  effected  during  the  ensuing  fall  and  winter.  Prompt  action 
on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress on  the  bill  may,  however,  enable  the  department  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  may  lead  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  very  desirable 
object  at  an  early  period  next  year.  It  is  therefore  much  to  be  hoped 
that  there  will  be  no  delay  in  passing  the  bill  when  that  body  again 
assembles. 

The  treaty  happily  removes  all  cause  of  jealousy  and  strife  betwee  \ 
the  Creeks  and  Seminoles,  by  providing  the  latter  with  a  separate 
country,  and  giving  them  independent  jurisdiction,  with  the  right  of 
self-government,  of  which  they  were  deprived  during  their  anomalous 
connection  with  the  Creeks,  under  the  convention  of  1845.  Living  in 
the  country  of  the  Creeks,  and  subject  to  their  laws,  they  felt  them- 
selves so  far  denationalized  and  degraded  as  to  be  discouraged  from 
all  effort  to  improve  their  condition  ;  whilst  their  disregard  of  their 
obligations  under  that  convention,  and  of  those  laws,  set  an  evil  ex- 
ample among  the  Creeks  which  was  very  annoying  to  them,  and  wel. 
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calculated,  as  was  frequently  the  case,  to  excite  much  prejudice  and 
hitter  feeling,  that  might,  ere  long,  have  resulted  in  bloodshed.  With 
the  above  mentioned  advantages,  and  the  munificicnt  provisions  made 
"by  the  treaty  for  their  support  and  improvement  in  their  new  country, 
there  can  he  no  doubt  that  there  will  soon  be  a  marked  change  for  the 
better  in  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Seminoles. 

This  treaty  with  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles,  and  that  made  last  year 
with  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  are  probably  not  exceeded  in  im- 
portance by  any  such  heretofore  made.  In  separating  tribes  arbitra- 
rily joined  together  in  an  unnatural  union,  fruitful  of  disputes,  bick- 
erings, and  other  hurtful  tendencies  ;  in  simplifying  their  relations 
with  the  United  States,  and  with  each  other  ;  in  more  clearly  specify- 
ing and  defining  their  rights  and  privileges ;  and  in  adjusting,  or 
putting  in  a  train  of  early  adjustment,  all  their  pecuniary  and  other 
claims  and  demands  against  trie  government,  arising  out  of  old,  com- 
plicated, and  sometimes  vague  and  uncertain,  treaty  provisions;  in 
these  and  other  respects,  the  recent  convention  with  those  four  tribes 
must  result  in  practical  advantages,  not  only  to  them,  but  also  to  the 
government,  in  the  management  of  its  relations  with  them  hereafter, 
such  as  probably  have  never  been  secured  by  any  treaties  heretofore 
made  with  any  of  the  Indian  tribes. 

Notwithstanding  the  ultimate  beneficial  tendency  of  the  treaty  with 
the  Creeks  and  Seminoles,  so  far  as  the  former  are  concerned,  they  de- 
serve great  credit  for  consenting  to  join  in  it.  They  were  universally 
and  bitterly  averse  to  ceding  away  any  portion  of  their  country  for  a 
home  for  the  Seminoles,  or  for  any  purpose  whatever,  whilst  they  sin- 
cerely and  honestly  believed  that  their  just  claims  against  the  United 
States  considerably  exceeded  the  sum  allowed  them  therefor.  Ani- 
mated, however,  by  a  spirit  of  loyal  regard  toward  the  government, 
its  wishes,  and  policy,  by  kind  and  generous  feelings  towards  their 
unfortunate  Seminole  brethren  ;  and  being  anxious  to  close  up  forever 
all  controversy  with  the  government  in  relation  to  their  rights  and 
claims  under  former  treaties,  their  delegation,  at  no  little  sacrifice  of 
feeling  and  prejudice,  consented  to  yield,  and  accept  the  final  proposi- 
tions of  the  department.  The  intelligent  portions  of  the  Creeks  well 
understand  the  injurious  consequences  of  an  Indian  tribe  having  unad- 
justed claims  against  the  government — that  it  creates  a  condition  of 
dependence  and  expectation  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  welfare  and 
morals  of  many,  who,  if  without  any  such  reliance,  would  be  thrown 
entirely  upon  their  own  individual  exertions,  and  become  industrious 
pnd  useful  members  of  the  tribe.  It  will  be  a  matter  of  general  regret 
among  them  that  the  continuance  of  the  present  arrangement  in  regard 
to  the  orphans'  fund,  under  the  treaty  or  1832,  still  leaves  one  element 
of  future  controversy,  and  one  hurtful  source  of  dependence  to  a  portion 
of  the  tribe. 

The  Creeks  are  naturally  a  high-spirited,  and,  for  Indians,  intelli- 
gent people,  and  fortunately  for  them,  they  have  generally  become  an 
enterprising  and  industrious  one.  They  have  entirely  abandoned  the 
pursuits  of  the  chase,  and  maintain  themselves  almost  entirely  by  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  and  the  rearing  of  stock,  of  which  they  have 
always  a  large  quantity.     A  number  of  them  are  successfully  engaged 
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in  trade ;  and,  considering  the  want  of  opportunity  and  facilities 
amongst  them  for  learning  and  practicing  any  of  the  mechanic  arts, 
many  of  them  display  a  considerable  degree  of  aptitude  for  the  more 
common  branches  thereof.  They  are  an  orderly,  law-abiding  people, 
and  probably  have  as  few,  if  not  fewer,  disputes  among  themselves, 
and  difficulties  with  other  Indians  or  white  persons,  than  any  other 
tribe  on  that  frontier.  Their  general  and  increasing  interest  on  the 
subject  of  education  is  an  incontestible  evidence  of  their  advancement. 
That  they  have  materially  improved  in  most,  if  not  all,  the  primary 
elements  of  civilization,  and  that  time  and  a  wise  and  liberal  course 
of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  government  are  only  needed  still  further 
to  develope,  extend,  and  refine  those  elements,  must,  I  think,  be  satis- 
factorily evident  to  any  intelligent  person  who  will  visit  their  country 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  unbiased  judgment  upon  the  subject. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  GARRETT, 
United  States  Agent  for  the  Greeks. 
Hon.  G.  W.  Mantpennt, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  50. 


United  Stakes  Agency  for  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws, 

September  1,  1856. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  annual  report  some  important  changes  have  oc- 
curred in  the  political  condition  of  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws. 
By  virtue  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Choctaws  and 
Chickasaws,  approved  March  4, 1856,  the  Chickasaws  have  established 
for  themselves  an  independent  government  over  that  portion  of  the 
country  owned  in  common  by  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  which 
was  assigned  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chickasaws  by  the  above 
named  treaty. 

The  constitution  adopted  by  them  in  convention  last  month  assimi- 
lates to  those  of  the  adjoining  States,  providing  for  the  election  of  a 
governor  and  various  other  offices.  This  is  an  important  and  rapid 
stride  in  progress,  and  will  lead  to  other  equally  important  and  bene- 
ficial changes  in  the  condition  of  the  Chickasaw  people.  Although 
the  treaty  of  1855  was  intended  to  remove  all  causes  of  disagreement 
between  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  and  did  so  to  a  very  great  ex- 
tent, yet  some  difference  of  opinion  exists  between  the  two  tribes  as 
to  the  meaning  of  that  treaty,  upon  points  of  grave  importance,  which 
will  require  the  action,  possibly,  of  a  new  commission  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  and  on  that  of  the  two  tribes  respectively.  I  am 
happy  to  state,  however,  that  so  far  as  I  know  and  believe,  there  is  as 
yet  no  ill  feeling  mixed  up  with  their  disagreements,  and  1  trust  there 
will  be  none,  and  that  the  parties  will  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
settle  the  construction  of  the  treaty  as  early  as  possible ;  I  doubt  not  a 
settlement  can  be  made  which  will  redound  in  the  mutual  interests 
and  permanent  advancement  of  both  tribes  towards  well  regulated 
governments  and  prosperous  communities.    The  greatest  drawback  to 
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the  advancement  of  the  two  tribes,  under  this  agency,  arises  from  their 
exdusiveness,  which  is  fostered  and  kept  alive  by  their  separate  tribal 
moneyed  interests.  So  long  as  each  tribe  has  separate  funds  in  the 
hands  of  the  United  States  government,  out  of  which  these  govern- 
ments are  supported,  so  long  will  they  be  jealous  of  each  other,  and 
unwilling  to  accord  to  each  other  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  mem- 
bers of  the  respective  tribes  within  their  jurisdiction.  The  Chicka- 
saws  being  the  weaker  tribe,  are  naturally  afraid  the  Choctaws  will 
acquire  the  preponderance  by  settlement  in  the  district  allotted  to 
their  jurisdiction ;  hence  the  attempt  in  their  constitution  to  exclude 
the  Choctaws  from  the  franchise  of  voting  and  holding  office  under 
the  Chickasaw  government.  The  treaty  of  1855  secures  to  each  and 
every  Choctaw  win  shall  settle  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chick- 
asaw government,  "  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  immunities"  of  citi- 
zens thereof,  except  the  right  to  participate  in  their  tribal  funds,  yet 
the  Chickasaws,  acting  under  a  very  natural  fear  that  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  the  Chocktaws  may  settle  therein  to  control  their  elections, 
and  thus  indirectly  obtain  the  management  and  control  of  the  Chick- 
asaw family  or  tribal  funds,  drew  a  distinction  between  the  "  rights, 
privileges  and  immunities"  belonging  of  right  to  citizens,  and  the 
ianchise  of  voting  and  holding  office  under  their  government. 

It  is  evident  that  there  must  be  antagonism  of  interest  and  feeling 
between  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  citizens  of  the  Chickasaw  gov- 
ernment and  those  of  the  Choctaw  government,  so  long  as  they  each 
look  to  their  tribal  or  family  funds  for  the  support  of  their  govern- 
ment. Owning  the  land  in  common,  so  that  each  and  every  Chicka- 
saw, and  each  and  every  Choctaw,  has  an  equal,  undivided  interest 
in  the  whole  country  embraced  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  two 
tribes,  it  is  apparent  that  some  means  should  be  provided  from  a 
source  in  which  each  has  a  common  interest  for  the  support  of  gor- 
erment,  the  maintenance  of  schools,  &c.  It  being  clearly  against  the 
true  interests  of  the  tribe  that  children  of  parents  belonging  to  the 
opposite  tribe,  but  settled  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  should 
grow  up  in  ignorance ;  and,  also,  that  there  should  be  any  distinction 
among  citizens  of  the  same  government,  whether  Choctaw  or  Chicka- 
saw. I  see  but  two  remedies  for  these  evils — one  is  a  resort  to  direct 
taxation  for  the  support  of  government  and  public  schools,  and  the 
other  to  provide  an  international  fund  from  the  land  held  in  common 
by  both  tribes  for  the  support  of  their  respective  governments ;  and, 
also,  of  an  adequate  number  of  public  schools  for  the  education  of  all 
the  children  of  the  two  tribes  respectively,  leaving  to  the  United 
States  the  administration  and  payment,  to  the  members  of  the  two 
tribes  or  families,  of  their  respective  tribal  or  family  funds  held  in 
trust  for  them.  I  believe  a  system  may  be  readily  devised,  which, 
after  securing  a  homestead  to  every  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw,  will 
raise  ample  means  for  these  purposes  from  the  land  held  in  common 
by  the  two  tribes,  and  remove  all  jealously  not  only  toward  each  other 
but  toward  such  white  settlers  as  the  tribes  may  respectively  admit  to 
the  rights  of  citizenship  among  them.  The  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws 
aspire  to  a  place  among  the  tree  and  sovereign  States  of  the  Union ; 
yet  population  is  wanting,  and  will  never  be  supplied  by  the  natural 
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increase  of  the  two  tribes.  They  most  adopt  a  system  by  which  im- 
migration into  their  country  from  the  United  States  will  be  encour- 
aged, but  yet  held  under  their  own  control,  else  they  are  destined  to 
be  overwhelmed  by  the  advancing  millions  who  inhabit  the  United 
States,  and  lose  their  name  and  distinctive  characteristics  of  race. 
These  are  hard  truths,  but  nevertheless  it  is  best  they  be  spoken,  and 
that  the  Indians  should  prepare  to  ward  off  the  shock  of  a  sudden 
eruption  by  gradually  introducing  among  them  such  persons  as  they 
may  select,  who  will  become  identified  in  interest  and  feeling  with 
them.  The  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  cannot  stand  still  or  remain 
passive ;  they  must  advance  to  the  condition  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

The  plan  above  alluded  to,  which,  in  my  opinion,  will  obviate  the 
evils  under  which  the  two  tribes  now  labor,  is  briefly  this : 

1st.  Secure  and  allot  to  each  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  now  in  be- 
ing a  tract  of  land  sufficient  for  a  homestead,  and  make  the  same 
inalienable  for  twenty -one  years. 

2d.  Set  apart  the  remainder  of  the  land,  owned  in  common  by  the 
members  of  the  two  tribes,  as  an  international  domain. 

3d.  Allow  such  persons  as  either  tribe  may  choose  to  adopt  the 
right  to  settle  upon  a  tract  of  land  equal  to  that  secured  as  a  home- 
stead to  each  Indian,  upon  the  payment  by  the  adopted  citizen  of 
$1  25  per  acre  to  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  two  tribes ;  and 
if  any  Choctaw  or  Chickasaw  should  desire  to  appropriate  more  land 
than  that  secured  as  a  homestead,  he  should  have  the  privilege  of  pur- 
chasing upon  the  same  terms  as  an  adopted  citizen,  the  whole  amount 
to  be  divided  between  the  two  tribes  in  proportion  to  their  respective 
numbers,  and  to  be  paid,  under  the  direction  of  the  United  States,  to 
their  respective  treasurers  for  national  purposes — support  of  govern- 
ment and  public  schools. 

The  adoption  of  this  plan  will,  I  am  satisfied,  produce  harmony 
and  good  feeling  between  the  tribes,  introduce  among  them  good  citi- 
zens, instead  of  refugees  from  the  United  States,  and  secure  the  pros- 
perity of  both  communities  and  their  ultimate  reunion  as  a  free  and 
sovereign  State  of  the  North  American  confederacy.  It  affords  me 
pleasure  to  again  chronicle  the  steady  improvement  of  the  Choctaws  in 
education,  industry,  sobriety,  and  religion.  Since  my  last  report,  the 
Chickasaws  have  been  placed  under  the  same  agency  with  the  Choc- 
taws, and  equally  deserve  commendation  and  encouragement  for  their 
educational,  industrial,  and  religious  progress.  Quite  a  number  of 
temperance  societies  have  been  formed  among  the  two  tribes,  and  an 
agricultural  society  is  spoken  of  among  the  Chickasaws ;  but,  not- 
withstanding this  favorable  state  of  things  in  general,  there  are  ex- 
ceptions. Numerous  instances  of  murder  and  other  high  crimes  dis- 
figure and  blot  the  otherwise  fair  record  of  these  two  people.  I  have 
heretofore  called  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  great  neces- 
sity existing  in  this  agency  for  a  special  police,  or  native  constabulary 
force,  to  be  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  subject  to  the  im- 
mediate orders  of  their  agent.  In  my  opinion  such  a  force  is  indis- 
pensable. I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the 
necessity  existing  of  defining  the  jurisdiction  of  the  agent  for  the 
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Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  by  territorial  limits.  By  the  terms  of  tb 
treaty  of  1855,  the  Choctaw  jurisdiction  remains  in  force  over  all  tl 
district  of  country  extending  between  the  98th  and  100th  degTee  • 
west  longitude,  and  between  Red  river  and  the  Canadian ;  and  tb 
Ohoctaws  and  Chickasaws  each  have  the  right  freely  to  settle  therein 
At  the  same  time,  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  for  which  tb 
United  States  obtained  a  qualified  lease  of  that  district,  to  wit:  tb 
permanent  settlement  and  domestication  of  certain  bands  of  wild  In- 
dians, will  require  the  residence  of  special  agents  and  fanners  with 
each  band  located  therein,  and  unless  the  jurisdiction  of  the  agent  U 
the  Ohoctaws  and  Chickasaws  is  distinctly  recognized  to  extend  over 
the  whole  country  owned  by  them,  conflicts  as  to  jurisdiction  may, 
and  doubtless  will,  arise  between  their  agent  and  the  agents  locate! 
with  the  wild  Indians  within  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  country. 
tending  to  jeopardize  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Choctaws  and 
Chickasaws.  To  obviate  all  difficulties,  I  would  suggest  that  the 
agent  for  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  be  invested  with  jurisdiction 
over  the  whole  territory  owned  by  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  and 
have  a  supervisory  control  over  all  special  agents  and  farmers  placed 
in  charge  of  such  bands  of  wild  Indians  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
located  therein.  Such  an  arrangement,  I  believe,  would  best  secure 
the  interests  of  the  United  States,  those  of  the  Choctaws  and  Chicka- 
saws, and  produce  harmonious  action  throughout.  I  regret  to  ay 
that  another  drought  has  cut  short  the  corn  crop  among  the  Choctaw 
and  Chickasaws,  added  to  which,  among  the  crops  of  the  latter,  the 
grasshoppers  committed  terrible  ravages.  There  are  many  famili* 
Within  this  agency  who  will  make  scarcely  a  half  dozen  bushels  *; 
corn ;  but  those  who  sowed  wheat  last  fall  have  reaped  bn  abundant 
harvest,  notwithstanding  which,  I  fear  there  will,  in  some  localities, 
be  great  want  and  suffering.  It  is  very  fortunate  for  the  Choctaw 
that  the  treaty  of  1855  provides  the  means  for  a  large  per  capita  pay- 
ment to  them  this  fall.  The  health  of  the  country  has  been  generally 
good,  the  schools  have  been  well  attended,  and  their  number,  as  we!! 
as  that  of  places  of  religious  worship,  increased.  I  consider  the  W»* 
of  the  missionary  among  the  Indians  as  perhaps  the  most  efficient 
means  employed  for  their  civilization  and  advancement.  Be  is 
brought  more  directly  and  immediately  in  contact  with  the  people. 
sees  the  inner  working  of  their  domestic  system,  and  can  apply  adria 
and  encouragement  where  most  needed. 

The  schools  under  the  charge  of  the  missionaries  are  also  valuable 
adjuncts ;  religion  and  education  being  handmaids  in  the  regenera- 
tion and  civilization  of  the  untutored  savage,  as  they  are  the  support 
of  civilized  communities.  In  this  connexion  I  desire  to  call  yonr  at- 
tention, among  the  accompanying  missionary  reports,  to  that  from 
Lewis  CasB,  William  Cass,  and  Simon  Hancock,  three  native  Chocta* 
missionaries  of  the  Baptist  church.  The  fact  that  I  am  enabled  to 
present  such  a  report  speaks  in  unmistakable  terms  of  the  progress 
that  people  are  making.  A  practice  has  obtained,  to  a  great  extent, 
of  introducing  intoxicating  compounds  and  tinctures  into  the  Indian 
country  under  the  guise  of  medicines.  I  would  respectfully  Bugg&t 
the  propriety  of  requiring  physicians  who  have  located,  or  may  locate, 
in  the  Indian  territory  for  the  purpose  of  practising  their  profession 
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and  vending  medicines,  to  obtain  license,  as  other  traders  are  required 
to  do,  and  that  no  medicine  be  introduced  into  the  country  without 
being  subjected  to  a  careful  inspection ;  indeed,  if  the  government 
would  prevent  the  introduction  of  intoxicating  liquors  among  the  In- 
dians, certain  points  should  be  established  on  the  border  where  alone 
freight  wagons  should  be  permitted  to  enter,  and  then  only  after 
obtaining  a  clearance  from  the  superintendent,  or  some  other  officer  of 
the  United  States.     Large  quantities  of  whiskey  and  other  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  are  constantly  smuggled  in,  notwithstanding  the  severity 
of  the  law  and  the  vigilance  of  the  Indian  authorities.     Occasionally 
a  jug  is  smashed  or  a  barrel  staved  it;  but  where  detection  takes 
place  in  one  case  a  hundred  others  escape.     I  again  repeat,  that  an 
adequate  force,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Indian  agent,  for  the  pre- 
ventive service  and  to  execute  the  laws  generally,  is  indispensable. 
The  co-operation  of  Texas  and  Arkansas  is  also  necessary,  and  an 
appeal  should  be  made  to  them  to  break  up  the  border  grog-shops. 
It  is  impossible  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  crossing  the  line  to  visit 
those  dens  of  iniquity,  brutality,  and  murder.     Since  my  last  report, 
I  have  visited  the  States  of  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  Choctaws  yet  remaining 
east,  and  to  pay  the  balance  of  awards  due  per  act  of  July,  1852. 
From  visiting  most  of  the  localities  where  they  reside,  and  from  the 
best  information  I  could  obtain,  there  are  over  2,000  Choctaws  dis- 
united from  the  nation  west.     They  are  scattered  over  a  large  extent 
of  country  in  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana,  living  mostly  after 
their  primitive  customs,  and  leading  a  vagrant  life— degraded  and 
ignorant.     Nominally  citizens  of  Mississippi,  they  are  too  ignorant  to 
avail  themselves  of  their  privileges.      Education  and  religion  are 
things  unknown  to  them ;  their  aspirations  seem  to  be  limited  to  the 
mere  supply  of  animal  wants.     There  is  no  hope  lor  them  unless 
Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana  will  concur  in  such  enactments 
as  will  make  good  citizens  and  artisans  of  their  children,  or  drive 
them  to  seek  a  home  with  their  brethren  west.      It  would  be    a 
humane  and  Christian  act  to  provide  means  for  sending  two  or  three 
native  Choctaw  missionaries  among  them ;    they  are  enveloped  in 
superstition  and  ignorance  as  effectually  and  completely  as  any  bar- 
barians on  the  continent  of  Africa.  I  doubt  extremely  if  many  of  them 
have  ever  heard  that  such  a  being  as  Christ  ever  lived  or  died.     I 
would  respectfully  ask  that  a  part  ol  the ' '  civilization  fund ' '  be  applied 
to  support  missionaries  among  them.     Competent  and  zealous  ones 
from  among  the  native  Choctaw  preachers  can  be  readily  had,  who 
will  cheerfully  carry  back  to  their  benighted  brethren  the  "  glad 
tidings  of  the  Gospel,"  and  undertake  their  regeneration.     Referring 
more  particularly  to  the  missionary  and  school  reports,  herewith 
transmitted,  for  details  in  regard  to  religion,  education,  temperance, 
and  industry  among  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c, 

DOUGLAS  H.  COOPER, 

United  States  Indian  agent. 
Hon.  Chas.  W.  Dban, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs  y 

Southern  Superintendency,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 
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No.  51. 

Pins  Ridgb,  July  1, 1856. 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  send  yon  my  report 
of  the  Chuahla  female  boarding  school  for  the  year  ending  Jane 
30,  1856. 

Since  my  last  report,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lathrop,  who  resided  several 
years  at  Wheelock  and  at  Norwalk,  have  removed  to  Pine  Ridge,  and 
taken  charge  of  the  secular  concerns  of  the  station,  including  the 
hoarding  department. 

Miss  Aiken,  who  was  with  us  last  year,  left  in  October  last,  to  oc- 
cupy the  place  of  matron  in  the  school  at  Wheelock.  Her  health, 
which  from  the  first  had  been  feeble,  became  more  impaired  before 
leaving  Pine  Ridge,  and  continued  to  decline  until  her  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  3d  of  May.  She  was  a  woman  of  an  excellent  spirit, 
and  her  counsels  and  example  were  highly  appreciated  by  those  with 
whom  she  was  associated. 

The  health  of  our  two  teachers  at  Pine  Ridge  became  much  im- 
paired the  past  term  by  long  continued  service.  As  a  consequence  of 
this,  it  became  necessary  to  close  the  school  three  weeks  before  the 
usual  time.  But  as  we  have  never  had  a  spring  vacation,  this  school 
is  still  ahead  of  others  in  the  aggregate  of  term  time. 

Miss  Goulding  has  been  the  faithful  and  successful  teacher  of  this 
school  for  ten  and  a  half  years.  She  is  now  in  feeble  health,  and 
will  be  compelled,  for  a  while  at  least,  to  discontinue  her  labors. 

Miss  Bennett,  who  for  eight  and  a  half  years  has  been  the  devoted 
and  efficient  instructress  of  the  girls  when  out  of  school,  has  also 
suffered  much  from  ill  health,  and  will  not  be  able  to  resume  her 
labors. 

The  whole  number  of  scholars  the  past  term  has  been  32 — average 
number  28.  In  geography  20;  in  arithmetic  20;  in  grammar  8;  in 
Watts  on  the  Mind  4 ;  in  natural  philosophy  6  ;  20  recited  the  As- 
sembly's Catechism  through,  and  reviewed  it  thoroughly;  20  wrote; 
and  10  wrote  short  pieces  of  their  own  composing. 

When  out  of  school  most  of  the  girls  have  been  under  the  care  of 
Miss  Bennett,  and  have  been  busily  employed  with  the  needle  and 
in  other  domestic  labors.  In  addition  to  cutting,  making,  and  mend- 
ing their  own  clothes,  they  have,  with  the  aid  of  Miss  Bennett,  made 
a  large  number  of  pants,  coats,  vests,  and  shirts,  for  men  and  boys. 
Two  or  three  alternately,  a  week  at  a  time,  have  been  with  Mrs. 
Lathrop  in  the  dining  room  and  kitchen.  We  regard  the  training  of 
these  children  to  habits  of  industry  as  an  essential  part  of  their  educa- 
tion. The  examination  of  this  school  was  attended  by  the  chief,  Col. 
Harkins,  by  Capt.  Dukes,  the  trustee  of  the  district,  and  by  a  number 
of  the  parents  and  friends  of  the  school.  All  professed  satisfaction 
with  the  improvement  of  the  pupils. 

I  have  continued  to  preach  at  Doaksville  and  at  Wilmington,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Boggy,  thirty-five  miles  west  of  the  former  pl*# • 
There  has  been  no  considerable  change  in  the  religious  state  of  these 
two  churches  since  my  last  report. 
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The  cause  of  temperance  has  been  well  sustained  in  this  region,  and 
the  morals  generally  of  Doaksville  and  the  neighborhood,  we  think, 
will  bear  a  favorable  comparison  with  similar  villages  in  the  neighbor- 
ing States. 

Tonrs,  very  respectfully, 

C.  KINGSBURY. 
Col.  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Agent  for  Ckoctaws  and  Chickasaw*. 


No.  62. 


Stockbridgb,  Eagletown  P.  0. , 
Choctaw  Nation,  July  1,  1856. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Last  Saturday  (the  28th  of  June)  I  received  your 
note,  requesting  me  to  forward  my  annual  report  to  you,  and  the 
superintendent  of  the  Jyanubbi  female  seminary  to  forward  his 
yearly  report.     I  sent  your  note  to  him  without  delay. 

In  making  my  report,  I  wish  to  submit  a  few  statements,  under 
the  four  heads  of  Industry,  Education,  Temperance,  and  Religion. 
Where  these  exist  in  the  manner  we  could  desire,  they  form  four 
good  foundation  pillars  of  a  nation.  With  us  those  are  all  yet  im- 
perfect. We  hope  we  have  made  a  good  beginning.  The  people 
need  encouragement  in  these  respects  from  others. 

Industry. — There  has  been  a  good  degree  of  improvement  in  this 
respect  since  I  came  to  the  Choctaws. 

Their  farms  are  larger  than  they  used  to  be,  and  are  more  numer- 
ous and  better  fenced.  A  lawful  fence  must  be  ten  rails  high.  They 
now  raise  wheat,  oats,  rye,  corn,  peas,  potatoes,  turnips,  pumpkins, 
&c,  &c.  They  have  apple,  peach,  pear,  and  plum  trees.  1  do  not 
mean  that  every  family  raises  all  the  above  named  articles,  and  has 
all  the  kinds  of  fruit  trees  I  have  named. 

There  is  evidence  of  industry  in  the  increase  of  wagons  and  carts, 
ploughs,  hoes,  axes,  augers,  chisels,  saws,  hammers,  and  the  like,  and 
in  the  opening  of  new  wagon  roads. 

Their  horses,  cattle,  cows,  working  oxen,  swine,  sheep,  geese, 
turkeys,  guinea  fowls,  and  the  common  fowl,  are  witnesses  in  their 
favor.  Their  houses,  with  floors  and  chimneys,  and  roofs  put  on  with 
nails  instead  of ' c  rib  poles, ' '  indicate  industry.  1  could  also  enumerate 
the  horse  mills,  the  cotton  gins,  the  grist  and  saw  mill,  moved 
by  water  power,  the  smith  shops,  the  ferry  boats,  and  the  great 
improvement  in  their  household  furniture  and  wearing  apparel,  as 
indications  in  their  favor.  And  some  persons  may  say  but  little  has 
been  done  yet ;  let  such  men  ask  some  aged  man  or  woman  for  the 
style  and  state  of  things  forty  years  ago. 

Education. — I  wish  to  speak  of  this  next,  because  if  people  do 
acquire  property  by  their  industry,  if  left  in  ignorance  and  darkness, 
they  must  be  wretched  and  degraded. 

When  I  came  to  this  part  of  the  nation,  in  1835, 1  found  good 
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schools,  in  successful  operation.  With  but  few  interruptions,  the 
schools  have  been  continued  to  the  present  day.  I  need  not  speak  of 
the  female  seminary  near  me,  as  the  superintendent  will  make  bis 
own  report. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  nation  has  made  provision  for  Saturday 
and  Sabbath  schools,  where  the  youth  of  both  sexes  meet,  and  are 
taught  by  native  teachers.     In  some  of  those  there  are  a  few  Eng- 
lish scholars.    There  are  three  such  schools  within  my  limits.    There 
is  one  week-day  school  taught  by  a  native,  in  which  English  only  is 
taught.     The  number  of  scholars  in  attendance  varies.     Probably 
the  whole  number  exceeds  one  hundred.     These  schools  are  very 
useful  to  our  people  in  many  respects.     In  a  short  time  an  apt 
scholar  can  learn  to  read,  write,  and  cypher,  and  will  then  be  able 
to  read  any  book  in  the  Choctaw  language,  the  New  Testament,  or 
the  laws  of  the  nation  ;  and  what  is  ot  great  value  to  them,  as  well 
as  to  us,  can  write  letters.     They  also  learn  to  think,  by  means  of 
their  education,  and   an  intelligent  look  is  imparted  to  the  face, 
instead  of  that  blank,  or  wild,  or  ignorant  aspect  it  once  wore.    All 
the  various  effects  of   these  little  processes  of  education  I  cannot 
enumerate.     But  it  is  obvious  that  thereby  they  learn  a  little  Eng- 
lish, our  names  of  the  days  of  the  week,  and  of  the  months,  our 
names  of  various  articles,  and  then  our  modes  of  life,  of  labor,  our 
institutions,  the  Sabbath,  and  the  Christian  religion.     Knowledge 
to  them  is  precious  and  sweet.     Compare  this  with  the  day  when 
their  chiefs  counted  time  by  "sleeps,"  and  by  means  of  little  pack- 
ages of  slit  cane,  tied  up  with  a  buckskin  string. 

Temperance. — Industry  and  education  will  avail  but  little  if  men 

ffive  themselves  up  to  intemperance.  The  history  of  the  Choctaw 
egislation  on  this  subject  is  well  known  to  you.  There  is  a  good 
degree  of  regard  to  those  laws  among  us.  The  leading  men  are  in 
favor  of  the  Choctaw  enactments,  and  what  may  justly  be  called  the 
Maine  law  in  the  whole  business.  The  firmness  of  the  Choctaw  rulera 
in  this  respect  for  more  than  thirty  years  deserves  commendation. 

There  are  whisky  shops  along  "the  line,"  near  the  nation  ;  and 
thither  men  go,  who  are  so  disposed,  to  purchase  and  drink  whisky. 
I  have  been  told  that  some  take  a  by-path,  others  the  night  or  stormy 
weather  to  go  to  such  places,  to  avoid  the  light-horse  men.  The 
evils  of  such  a  course  you  know  too  well,  as  we  all  do,  and  lament 
the  same.  Poverty,  family  shame  and  distress,  fighting,  blood- 
shed and  death  mark  the  way  of  the  poor  drunkard.  Many  have 
perished  since  I  have  been  among  the  Choctaws.  But  there  has  been 
and  is  a  great  change  for  the  better.  If  there  had  not  been  schools, 
stores,  shops,  and  churches,  United  States  agencies  would  have  been 
of  little  benefit  to  this  nation.  Let  us  devoutly  give  thanks  to  the 
Author  of  all  good,  and  hope  in  Him  for  coming  years. 

Religion. — We  hope  there  are  some  here  in  the  Presbyterian  and 
Methodist  churches  who  have  embraced  the  Christian  religion.  We 
could  wish  there  were  more.  There  are  six  different  buildings  erected 
among  us  where  I  have  preached  the  Gospel  to  the  Choctaws.  Last 
April  the  following  report  was  made  to  the  Indian  Presbytery  from 
the  Mountain  Fork  church : 
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Received  on  examination    .     -           -  -  -           -          13 

Colored  members  (whole  number)  13 

Total  of  communicants            -  136 

Adults  baptised            -            -            -  -  -            -13 

Infants  baptised           -            -            -  -  -            -11 

Sabbath  school  scholars  (whole  number)  -  -            -        100 

Contributions  to  various  benevolent  objects  -  $93  75 

I  am  still  engaged  in  attempting  to  make  a  vocabulary  of  the  Choc- 
taw language,  accompanied  with  a  grammar  ;  but  this  labor  is  great. 
There  are  difficulties  in  the  examination  of  this  language,  which  are 
hard  indeed  to  master.  The  language  has  its  beauties  and  its  wonders 
too.  And  the  wonder  is,  how  came  such  a  people  to  have  just  such  a 
language,  so  easy  for  them  to  use  and  understand,  without  the  aid  of 
books,  and  so  hard  for  Americans  to  master  with  all  the  aids  they  can 
bring  to  this  work. 

The  few  books  which  we  have  prepared  and  published  in  the  Choc- 
taw language  have  been  a  great  benefit  to  that  portion  of  the  nation 
who  do  not  understand  the  English  language. 

There  is  pressing  need  that  more  be  done  for  this  people,  and  that 
soon.  Their  great  interests  I  would  commend  to  the  ever-blessed 
God,  and  may  his  blessing  ever  attend  you. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully,  1  am  yours, 

CYRUS  BYINGTON. 
Colonel  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Agent  of  the  United  States  far  the  Ghoctaws  and  Chickasaw 8. 


No.  53. 


New  Hops,  C.  N.,  July  4,  1856. 

Sib:  Our  school  at  New  Hope  passed  its  regular  examination  June 
25th.  We  have  a  very  promising  set  of  girls,  from  40  to  45  in  num- 
ber. They  were  regular  in  their  attendance,  made  good  proficiency 
in  their  studies,  were  orderly  in  their  conduct ;  some  of  them  belong 
to  the  church,  and  are  pious.  They  passed  a  fair  examination  in 
spelling,  reading,  writing,  cyphering,  geography,  and  grammar. 
Some  of  the  larger  class  in  geography  and  grammar  did  honor  to 
themselves  and  their  teachers.  There  was  quite  a  number  of  the 
friends  of  the  school  present;  so  far  as  I  know,  all  were  satisfied.  We 
enjoyed  a  good  degree  of  health  both  in  our  family  and  school.  Three, 
however,  of  our  girls  have  died — two  in  November,  of  typhus  fever. 
The  death  of  one  of  them  was  remarkable.  A  short  time  before  she 
died  she  would  say  my  sense  is  not  gone  yet.  Now,  said  she,  I  am 
dying.  Tell  my  uncle  when  he  comes  to-morrow  that  1  am  dead  and 
gone  to  heaven.  Then  died.  A  more  peaceful  and  triumphant  death 
we  never  witnessed.  The  other  was  a  very  intelligent  young  lady. 
Her  death  was  lamented  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  sister-in-law 
to  the  Bev.  D.  W.  Lewis. 

45 
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Our  school  at  Fort  Coffee  passed  its  regular  examination  June  26th. 
Some  20  of  the  boys  came  in  rather  late  in  the  session ;  they  are  but 
beginners,  and  quite  small.  They,  however,  have  learned  to  spell  in 
from  one  to  four  syllables ;  some  of  them  began  to  read  a  little.  The 
larger  classes  passed  a  very  good  examination  in  reading,  writing, 
cyphering,  geography,  and  grammar.  Some  of  the  boys  performed 
well  on  the  black  board.  We  have  enjoyed  good  health,  for  which 
we  are  thankful  to  the  Giver  of  all  good. 

We  have  done  a  considerable  amount  of  repairing  on  the  buildings 
and  farm ;  they  are  now  in  good  repair.  Our  wheat  crop  was  good; 
oats  tolerable ;  corn  crop  is  very  promising.  We,  however,  are  be- 
ginning to  suffer  from  the  drought,  and,  unless  it  rains  soon,  corn 
crops  will  be  cut  very  short  in  this  part  of  the  .nation. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

T.  W.  MITCHELL, 

Superintendent. 
Hon.  D.  H.  Coopbr, 

U.  S.  Agent  for  the  Choctaws  and  Chicka&aws. 


No.  54. 


Iyanubi  Female  Seminary,  C»  N.,  July  4,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  By  request  of  the  trustees  we  closed  the  present  term  of 
this  school  yesterday. 

With  pleasure  I  state  to  you  that  during  the  year  now  closed,  with 
but  few  exceptions,  the  health  of  our  family  and  school  has  been  good. 
Twenty-eight  girls  have  boarded  with  us  at  the  expense  of  the 
school  fund.  One  has  been  with  us  half  of  the  session,  for  whose 
board  we  received  pay.  Nine  have  shared  the  privileges  of  the  school 
as  day  pupils.  Whole  number  attending,  thirty-eight.  The  attend- 
ance of  those  with  us  has  been  very  regular ;  a  part  of  the  day 
scholars  have  also  been  very  uniformly  present ;  but  in  this  respect 
some  have  failed.  Miss  Child,  who  taught  our  school  for  more  than 
three  years,  left  us  last  February  to  be  connected  with  the  school  at 
Wheelock.  Since  she  left  us  the  school  has  been  in  charge  of  Miss 
C.  A.  Gaston.  This  lady  left  an  excellent  school  in  Illinois  last  No- 
vember to  join  us  in  our  labor  for  the  good  of  this  people.  From  her 
faithful  devotion  to  the  promotion  of  the  temporal  and  the  spiritual 
interest  of  those  under  her  care,  we  are  thankful  that  the  Lord  has 
inclined  her  heart  to  aid  us.  I  think  she  has  given  entire  satisfaction 
to  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  her  works. 

Miss  Sawyers  left  us  in  March  to  be  married.  We  have  since  much 
needed  some  one  to  take  the  entire  care  of  the  children  out  of  school. 
But  their  deportment  has  been  good,  and,  although  duties  have 
pressed  heavily  upon  us,  the  time  has  passed  very  pleasantly. 

Eecently  we  received  a  visit  from  Captain  Duker,  who  has  been  ap- 
pointed  as  one  of  the  trustees,  in  place  of  Captain  Gardner,  who  re- 
signed on  account  of  ill  health.    He  spent  nearly  a  day  and  a  night 
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with  us.  He  was  pleased  to  find  the  school  in  so  prosperous  a  state. 
He  expressed  himself  as  highly  gratified  with  the  amount  of  sewing 
done  by  the  girls  since  they  have  been  under  the  care  of  Miss  Gaston 
and  Mrs.  Chamberlain. 

Our  intercourse  with  the  people  has  been  fraternal.  We  have  de- 
sired to  expend  the  money  placed  in  our  hands  so  as  to  encourage  in- 
dustry. We  have  continued  to  purchase  as  freely  as  might  be  of  those 
who  had  to  sell  to  us.  Never  have  the  Choctaws  labored  more  faith- 
fully for  us. 

Tours,  most  truly, 

J.  D.  CHAMBERLAIN, 

Superintendent  lyanubi  School. 
Hon.  D.  H.  Cooper. 


No.  55. 


Bennington,  C  N.,  July  9,  1856. 

Dbar  Sir  :  1  now  take  the  time  to  write  you  a  brief  report  of  my 
labors  during  the  past  year,  and  a  general  statement  of  the  state  of 
things  in  the  field  I  have  occupied. 

The  health  of  the  mission  family  has  been  better  during  the  past 
year  than  for  several  years  previous,  for  which  we  are  very  grateful. 

Mr.  A.  Q.  Lansing,  who  has  been  connected  with  me  in  this  field, 
felt  himself  compelled  to  return  to  the  States  on  account  of  feeble 
health.  He  left  this  station  in  February  last,  and  arrived  home 
towards  the  close  of  April.  By  a  vote  of  the  missions  in  April  last, 
I  was  stationed  here. 

We  have  felt  the  loss  of  brother  Lansing's  labors,  but  that  loss  is 
now  supplied  by  the  labor  of  our  young  brother,  Allen  Wright,  one 
of  this  people,  who  has  completed  his  course  of  study  and  returned  to 
labor  for  his  people.  He  was  ordained  to  the  Gospel  ministry  in  April 
last. 

We  have  also  employed  quite  a  number  of  natives  as  helpers  in  our 
work.  They  have  mostly  been  elders  in  our  churches,  and  they  have 
manifested  a  good  degree  of  discretion  and  energy.  Without  them 
we  could  not  have  accomplished  all  that  has  been  done  during  the 
past  year. 

Our  field  proper  now  embraces  only  the  Bennington,  Mt.  Pleasant, 
and  six  town  churches.  In  the  bounds  of  these  churches  there  is  no 
unusual  interest  on  the  subject  of  religion.  Our  meetings  are  well 
attended,  and  there  is  a  good  degree  of  sobriety  and  industry  among 
the  people  generally.  We  think  more  wheat  has  been  grown  this 
year  than  in  any  one  season  before.  There  is  not,  nor  has  there  been 
for  many  years,  anything  like  a  state  of  intemperance  among  our 
people.  Seldom,  indeed,  have  we  ever  heard  the  drunkard's  whoop. 
The  neighborhood  of  the  boiling  spring,  near  Fort  Washita,  may  be 
considered  an  exception  to  the  declaration ;  but  even  there  a  great  re- 
formation has  taken  place.     Many  who  three  years  ago  were  almost 
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confirmed  inebriates  are  now  not  only  sober,  but  industrious,  if  not 
pious. 

Additions  have  been  made  to  all  these  churches  during  the  year; 
and  although  we  do  not  in  all  cases  see  the  entire  Christian  deport- 
ment we  could  desire,  yet  there  is  so  much  as  to  give  good  ground  for 
encouragement  and  hope. 

There  has  been  the  usual  demand  for  books  and  schools.  There 
has  been  a  day-school  taught  at  this  place  during  the  past  year,  by 
Mr.  I.  P.  Folsom,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  and  sustained 
by  the  people.  Though  in  this  matter  they  have  not  done  all  that  is 
necessary  to  the  success  of  the  schools,  yet  something  has  been  done 
by  the  people ;  and  the  more  they  are  made  to  feel  the  importance  of 
self-reliance  in  regard  to  these  things  the  better  for  them. 

Native  Saturday  and  Sunday-schools  have  been  sustained  for  a  greater 
or  less  portion  of  the  year,  at  most  of  our  preaching  places.  These 
schools  are  taught  exclusively  by  the  natives  and  in  the  native  tongue, 
and  are  an  important  means  of  elevating  the  masses. 

In  addition  to  the  above  named  three  churches,  Mr.  Wright  and 
myself  are  members  of  a  committee  to  visit  the  Chickasaw  church. 
This  adds  a  large  extent  of  territory  to  our  own  field.  By  direction 
of  Presbytery,  I  have  visited  this  church  nearly  as  often  as  once  a 
month  for  two  years  past.  During  this  time  quite  a  change  has  taken 
place  among  the  people ;  former  habits  have  been  cast  off  and  new  and 
better  ones  formed.  Many  Chickasaws  have  learned  to  read  Choctaw 
books.  The  similarity  of  the  language  of  the  two  tribes  renders  this 
no  difficult  task.  Thus,  much  knowledge  has  been  gained  by  the 
Chickasaws.  Fifty  persons  have  been  added  to  the  Chickasaw  church 
during  the  two  years,  and  all  but  three  on  the  profession  of  faith.  A 
large  majority  of  these  have  been  Chickasaws. 

The  want  of  industry  among  this  people  is  a  great  impediment  to 
their  improvement;  but  we  hope,  as  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  gain  an 
influence  over  their  hearts,  there  will  be  improvement  in  regard  to  this 
as  in  everything  else.  As  it  w,  we  feel  that  there  is  great  reason  for 
encouragement  and  hope. 

There  has  been  much  less  intemperance  among  them  than  formerly, 
but  this  may  be  owing  in  part  to  the  lack  of  a  supply  of  intoxicating 
drinks. 

One  thing  among  the  Choctaws  gives  us  pain.  Many  of  our  young 
men,  who  have  enjoyed  good  opportunities,  do  not  seem  disposed  to 
make  as  good  use  of  their  knowledge  as  they  might.  Some  of  the  old 
sports  seem  to  be  revived,  but  we  hope  not  permanently.  We  hope  it 
is  only  the  death  struggle  of  these  relics  of  barbarism.  But  the  reno- 
vation of  a  people  is  the  work  of  time.  It  cannot  be  done  in  a  year, 
nor,  indeed,  in  a  generation.  Rev.  Hollis  Bead,  in  his  remarkable 
work  entitled  "God  in  History,"  frequently  has  this  remark,  "God 
takes  time."  Time,  even  long  years,  must  elapse  ere  a  people  like 
this  can  take  their  place  among  enlightened  and  Christian  nations. 
But  we  see  evidences  that  such  a  time  is  approaching,  and  therefore 
labor  and  toil  on  hope. 

Respectfully  yours, 

CO.  COPELAND. 

Col.  D.  H.  Cooper,  TJ.  8.  Agent  Choctaws  and  Chickasaw*. 
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No.  56. 

Living  Land,  July  14,  1856. 

Dbab  Sir  :  The  point  I  write  from  is  on  the  bank  of  Red  river,  six 
miles  above  the  junction  of  Boggy.  We  have  been  here  about  one 
year.  I  have  preached  on  every  Sabbath  except  five  since  I  came  to 
this  place.  The  settlements  in  this  vicinity  are  all  small,  but  the 
Sabbath  is  well  observed,  and  the  attendance  at  preaching  is  good  ac- 
cording to  population.  By  direction  of  the  "  Indian  Presbytery,"  a 
church  was  formed  here  on  the  10th  of  May,  comprising  sixty-eight 
members,  called  "  Living  Land  church."  These  persons  were  taken 
from  the  church  at  Good  Land,  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  0.  P.  Stark. 
There  have  been  no  additions  since  its  organization.'  The  people  in 
this  vicinity  built  a  small  school  house  this  year,  and  finished  it  in 
time  for  the*  school  to  commence  by  the  first  of  December  last.  Whole 
number  of  scholars,  twenty-six;  average  attendance,  eighteen.  The 
scholars  all  boarded  with  their  parents.  The  school  continued  till  the 
first  of  June,  six  months.  A  Sabbath  school  was  also  taught  during 
the  same  time.  Teachers,  Mrs.  P.  T.  Hotchkin  and  Miss  A.  jT 
Hotchkin.  For  a  part  of  the  year  there  has  been  an  adult  Bible  class 
taught  by  a  native. 

The  subject  of  temperance  has  been  of  late  the  absorbing  subject, 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  intemperance  is  decidedly  on  the  decrease 
in  this  vicinity.  There  are  within  a  circle  of  four  miles  twenty-eight 
families,  and  amongst  this  number  there  are  but  four  that  drink  at 
all — one  seventh.  Perhaps  this  is  as  much  as  could  be  said  of  the 
same  number  of  families  in  any  part  of  our  country. 

Those  who  sowed  wheat  have  taken  a  good  crop.  The  present  pros- 
pect is  that  the  corn  crop  will  be  cut  short  on  account  of  the  drought. 
Corn  planted  in  March  looks  finely,,  and  will  produce  a  good  yield. 

We  have  a  church  forty  feet  by  twenty-eight  raised  and  enclosed, 
but  not  yet  finished.  With  one  exception  the  people  in  this  neigh- 
borhood are  in  quite  moderate  circumstances,  and  twelve  years  since 
they  were  all  grossly  intemperate.  If  they  can  now  build  a  school 
house  and  church  in  one  year,  it  shows  some  advancement. 

I  think  of  nothing  else  that  would  interest  you.  Hoping  your  life 
may  be  prolonged,  and  that  the  Choctaws  may  continue  to  improve  as 
they  have  done  under  your  agency, 

With  much  respect,  I  remain  your  humble  servant, 

E.  HOTCHKIN. 

Colonel  D.  H.  Cooper, 

United  States  Agent,  Doatovitte,  O.  N. 
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No.  57. 

Good  Watbr,  Choctaw  Nation, 

July  15,  1856. 

Sir:  The  following  brief  statements  will  serve  to  indie  ite  the  con- 
dition and  operations  of  the  female  boarding  school  at  this  place, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  received  into  the  school  during  the 
year  ending  July  3,  1856,  was  forty-two.  Of  this  number  thirty- 
eight  were  boarding  scholars  and  four  were  day  scholars.  Thirty-four 
of  the  boarding  scholars  remained  in  school  until  the  end  of  the  term, 
and  four  were  taken  home  by  their  parents  after  having  been  in  school 
about  six  months.  Of  the  day  scholars,  one  discontinued  about  the 
middle  of  the  session,  and  three  attended  with  perfect  regularity 
through  the  term  to  its  close.  The  whole  number  of  pupils,  therefore, 
who  have  made  a  full  term  in  school  is  thirty-seven.  Of  this  number 
twenty  have  recited  regularly  once  a  day  in  the  Old  Testament,  and 
four  have  read  daily  in  the  New  Testament;  nine  formed  a  class  in 
McGuffy's  Fourth  Reader  ;  eleven  read  in  Goodrich's  Third  Header  ; 
five  in  McGuffy's  Second  Reader ;  six  read  well  in  the  Gradual 
Primer,  and  nine  were  just  beginning  to  read  in  the  Primer.  A 
class  of  twenty  received  regular  instruction  daily  in  the  art  of  writing. 
Seven  studied  Davies'  Arithmetic  through  denominate  numbers,  and 
understand  it  well  that  far.  A  class  of  eight  in  Chase's  Arithmetic 
have  gone  through  division  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  teacher.  A 
third  class  of  twenty  have  recited  regularly  in  Greenleaf 's  Mental 
Arithmetic.  Eight  have  studied  Mitchell's  Geography  and  Atlas, 
and  twelve  have  used  Smith's  Primary  Geography.  A  class  of  six 
have  gone  through  Well's  English  Grammar.  In  spelling  by  mem- 
ory all  the  pupils  have  been  regularly  exercised.  A  class  of  twelve, 
and  one  of  eight,  members  have  used  the  Gradual  Speller  in  their  pre- 
paration for  this  daily  exercise,  and  the  younger  pupils  have  been  re- 
quired to  spell,  memoriter,  from  their  regular  reading  books. 

This  includes  the  whole  of  what  has  been  done  in  the  line  of  study, 
except  the  memorizing  of  Scripture,  which  has  received  a  good  meas- 
ure of  attention,  both  on  the  Sabbath  and  during  the  week. 

During  the  hours  not  devoted  to  study,  the  girls  have  received 
regular  instruction  in  the  arts  of  sewing,  knitting,  &c,  and  have  been 
required  to  work  in  the  dining  room  and  kitchen  by  turns  in  classes. 
They  have  also  done  the  washing  of  their  own  clothes,  and  performed 
the  duties  necessary  for  their  comfort  in  their  own  sitting  rooms  and 
sleeping  apartments.  The  ages  of  the  girls  vary  from  six  years  to 
twenty,  and  their  complexions  from  that  of  the  full  Choctaw  to  that 
of  the  white  man's  child.  Their  government  has  required  a  resort  to 
nothing  which  may  not  be  strictly  called  mild  means,  and  the  positive 
application  of  such  means  has  in  no  case  failed  to  secure  obedience. 

The  statements  already  made  will  readily  indicate  that  the  acquire- 
ments of  the  girls  at  their  ages  are  very  limited.  This  may  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  obvious  fact  that  their  early  training  had  been 
either  entirely  neglected,  or  conducted  in  the  most  inaccurate  manner. 
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A  favorable  feature  of  the  school,  of  some  importance,  is  the  fact  that 
most  of  the  large  girls  belong  to  families  in  which  the  English  lan- 
guage is  the  spoken  language  of  the  household,  and  consequently  the 
children  know  but  little  of  the  Choctaw  language.  So  far  as  this  is 
the  case,  it  is  valuable  for  two  reasons — first,  it  gives  the  teacher  im- 
mediate access  to  the  minds  of  such  pupils  ;  and  second,  such  pupils 
themselves  help  to  Anglicize  the  school. 

The  aim  of  the  school  is  the  elevation  and  improvement  of  its  pupils 
in  their  domestic  habits  and  social  condition,  in  their  intellectual  de- 
velopment and  acquirements,  and  in  their  moral  and  religious  culture. 
How  far  these  ends  have  been  attained,  can  be  learned  fully  only  from 
the  future  history  and  destiny  of  those  taught. 

Thanksgiving  and  praise  are  due  Him  from  whom  cometh  down 
every  good  and  perfect  gift,  for  His  great  goodness  and  His  manifold 
mercies  shown  towards  this  place  during  the  past  year. 
Respectfully  yours, 

H.  BALLENTINE,  Superintendent. 

Colonel  D.  H.  Cooper, 

United  States  Agent  for  Choctaw 8. 


No.   58. 


M.  D.,  July  17,  1856. 

Skulyville  County. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  request,  as  it  regards  the  Baptist  mis- 
sion, we  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  our  prospects  are  still 
cheering  ;  we  have  three  hundred  and  forty  members  of  church  at  this 
time,  three-fourths  natives,  the  rest  colored.  We  have  five  native 
ordained  preachers,  also  our  brother  Smedly,  from  England,  who  has 
been  our  missionary  from  the  commencement  of  the  mission  of  the 
government  school,  according  to  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Babbit  creek 
of  1830. 

We  have  two  neighborhood  schools  under  our  care,  one  English 
school  and  one  Choctaw  school. 

We  are  anxious  to  have  more  schools  ;  but  at  present  that  could 
not  be  done  in  consequence  of  having  no  means. 

We  give  you  only  brief  sketches  of  our  labor.  We  are  desirous  of 
doing  all  the  good  we  can  in  the  service  of  our  maker.  We  hope  to 
be  excused  for  our  short  report. 

We  are,  yours  truly, 

SIMON  HANCOCK, 
WILLIAM  CASS, 
LEWIS  CASS. 

General  D.  H.  Cooper. 


712  REPOHT   OF  THE 

No.   59. 

Wheelock,  July  22,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  herein  submit  to  you  the  report  of  Wheelock  female 
seminary  for  the  year  ending  July  3,  1856. 

The  arrangements  for  the  accommodation  of  the  pupils  here  have 
been  different  this  year  from  what  they  were  previously.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  feeble  state  of  Mrs.  Edwards'  health,  the  school  has 
been  united  in  one  family,  that  of  the  steward.  In  consequence  of 
Mrs.  H.  K.  Copeland's  ill  health  Mr.  Copeland  has  been  under  the 
necessity  of  leaving  the  country.  Mr.  Samuel  T.  Libby  is  his  suc- 
cessor ;  Miss  Laura  M.  Aiken  was  matron  of  the  school  till  the  Lord 
took  her  from  us  by  death,  on  the  6th  of  May  last.  Though  con- 
stantly declining  with  consumption,  she  filled  her  place  most  judi- 
ciously and  faithfully,  as  far  as  her  strength  permitted,  till  the  last. 

The  charge  of  the  school  instruction  has  been  in  the  hands  of  Miss 
Helen  E.  Woodward.  She  has  discharged  her  trust  with  great  fidel- 
ity, and  with  a  good  degree  of  success.  The  studies  have  been  about 
the  same  as  heretofore,  including  those  branches  pursued  in  obtaining 
an  ordinary  English  education. 

The  care  of  the  girls  out  of  school,  and  their  instruction  in  sewing, 
knitting,  &c,  devolved  upon  Miss  H.  E.  Pruden  (now  Mrs.  Libby) 
for  the  first  five  months.  She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Priscilla  G. 
Child.  During  the  last  three  months  of  school,  the  girls  made  five 
quilts,  twenty-six  dresses,  eight  bonnets,  fifteen  pairs  of  stockings, 
and  other  work,  amounting,  in  all,  to  more  than  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pieces.  This  and  the  household  work,  in  which  they  assist, 
form  a  very  important  part  of  their  training. 

But  what  we  deem  of  far  greater  importance  than  all  the  rest  is 
their  religious  instruction.  Daily,  morning  and  evening  worship  are 
held  with  them,  at  the  first  of  which  they  recite  a  passage  of  Scrip- 
ture. They  attend  prayer  meetings  and  public  Sabbath  worship ; 
and  they  are  also  taught  in  the  Sabbath  school,  and  through  the 
week  from  the  Bible,  the  Scripture  catechism  of  the  American  Tract 
Society,  and  the  shorter  catechism  of  the  Westminster  assembly  of 
divines.  We  trust  that  thus  good  has  been  done  to  them,  not  for 
this  life  only,  but  also  for  eternity.  The  whole  number  of  scholars 
has  been  twenty-eight ;  average  attendance  twenty-two.  We  hope 
that,  with  God's  blessing,  the  school  may  still  go  on  prosperously. 
It  is  my  privilege  to  preach  the  gospel  statedly  to  people  residing 
mostly  within  a  circuit  of  eleven  miles  from  this  place,  ani  there  are 
tokens  of  the  Divine  blessing  attending  these  labors.  Three  Saturday 
and  Sabbath  schools,  in  which  Choctaw  is  taught,  are  well  sustained 
within  our  bands,  and  are  the  means  of  doing  great  good  by  eleva- 
ting and  enlightening  the  mass  of  the  people.  The  second  book  of 
Kings  has  been  added  to  the  portion  of  the  sacred  Scriptures  printed 
in  the  Choctaw  language. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Yours,  truly,  JOHN  EDWARDS, 

Superintendent  W.  F.  B. 

D.  H.  Cooper,  U.  8.  Agent 

for  the  Choctawa  and  Chickasaw*. 


SECRETARY   OF   THE   INTERIOR.  713 


No.  60. 

Lenox,  C.  N.,  July  24,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  and  pleasure  to  submit  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing report :  Our  neighborhood  school  was  opened  in  October, 
1853,  with  forty-eight  pupils,  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  M.  C.  Hobbs, 
who  continued  as  teacher  till  December,  when  she  was  relieved  from 
this  favorite  charge  by  Miss  Harriet  A.  Dada.  The  first  two  years 
the  average  attendance  was  over  forty;  the  last  term,  in  consequence 
of  the  severe  weather  and  the  scanty  clothing  of  a  portion  of  the 
scholars,  the  average  was  but  thirty. 

For  two  years  past  our  crops  have  been  lessened  more  than  one 
half  by  the  drought.  Many  families  before  the  first  of  January  were 
entirely  destitute  of  corn  and  potatoes,  as  well  as  money,  and  it  re- 
quired more  than  their  own  resources  to  furnish  food.  The  first  year 
of  the  drought  we  loaned  somewhat  over  one  hundred  dollars  to  help 
through  the  winter  and  furnish  seed  for  planting,  which  was  to  be 
refunded  by  the  next  crop ;  this  was  also  cut  off.  So  our  people,  after 
the  best  we  could  do,  were  very  poorly  prepared  for  inclement  weather ; 
by  which,  the  lessened  average  attendance  caused  may  thus  be  ac- 
counted for.  One-third  of  our  pupils  ride  upon  their  poneys  daily ; 
their  homes  being  distant  from  three  to  ten  miles.  As  much  interest 
as  ever  exists  in  education.  Our  last  examination  was  attended  by 
almost  every  parent  and  friend,  and  for  nearly  five  hours  they  listened 
to  recitations,  interspersed  with  singing,  followed  by  speeches  from  the 
Choctaws  for  two  hours,  expressing  their  great  satisfaction  in  the  re- 
sults of  the  school,  and  their  continued  confidence  and  interest. 

The  lout  term. 

Number  of  pupils 45 

Average  of  attendance 30 

Number  that  read  tolerably  well  in  the  English  Bible 30 

Number  that  study  Choctaw  Definer 28 

Number  that  study  geography 12 

Number  that  study  arithmetic 9 

Number  that  write 16 

General  exercises  upon  geographical  maps,  elementary  charts  and 
music. 

We  use  McGuffey's  series  of  reading  books. 

The  success  of  our  school  is  owing  somewhat  to  a  very  efficient  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  parents,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  concourse 
of  parents,  children  and  friends.  This  committee  visited  the  school 
together  once  a  month,  and  at  other  times,  when  desired  by  the 
teacher,  to  assist  in  introducing  new  measures,  attending  to  cases  ot 
discipline,  &c.  And,  permit  me  to  say,  in  fifteen  years  of  teaching  in 
New  England  I  never  knew  a  committee  or  trustees  more  willing, 
prompt  and  efficient.  We  have  somewhat  to  do  with  nine  Choctaw 
schools,  within  an  average  distance  of  eighteen  miles,  some  over  200 
regular  members ;  in  three  of  these  the  English  is  taught  to  some  fifty 
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children  by  native  teachers.  These  schools  are  taught  Saturdays  and 
Sabbaths.  I  visit  them  in  turn,  preaching  to  them  on  the  Sabbath, 
speaking  upon  temperance,  education  and  industry  on  Saturday. 

Our  church  (Presbyterian,)  numbers  eighty-seven,  five  others  hav- 
ing died  during  the  last  year,  giving  the  most  cheering  evidence  of 
preparation.  A  religious  meeting  is  held  at  the  station  every  Wed- 
nesday evening  at  which  from  thirty  to  fifty  are  always  present. 

I  am  happy  to  say  this  is  a  temperate  people.  Two  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  have  joined  the  total  abstinence  pledge.  Temperance 
meetings  are  appointed  by  themselves,  and  I  am  invited  to  talk  to 
them.  We  are  twenty-five  miles  from  any  trading  place  and  about 
eighty  from  Doaksville  and  Fort  Smith,  consequently  away  from 
temptation  and  bad  example.  We  have  no  balls  and  plays  or  like 
amusements,  our  only  gatherings  are  for  religious  and  moral  improve- 
ment and  labor.  About  one  third  of  our  time  is  occupied  in  caring 
for  the  sick,  there  being  no  physician  within  sixty  miles.  In  this 
community  there  is  no  faith  in  sucking  doctors  as  they  are  called ; 
three  who  formerly  did  nothing  else  are  now  regular  members  of  our 
church,  having  acknowledged  and  abandoned  their  sinful  ways. 

It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  general  improve- 
ment of  our  people,  which  is  indicated  by  better  farms,  better  roads, 
better  apparel,  and  better  treatment  of  the  female  sex.  Formerly  the 
wife,  on  barefoot,  followed  the  husband  on  horseback,  with  hose  and 
shoes;  now,  in  our  settlement  if  either  is  obliged  to  walk,  it  is  the 
man. 

We  are  glad  to  hope  that  the  public  money  will  be  distributed  be- 
fore the  cold  weather.  On  the  3d  of  last  February  the  mercury  wag 
4°  below  zero,  and  on  the  4th  of  July  it  was  108°  above,  at  our  sta- 
tion. 

Now  the  mercury  stands  at  100°.     Vegetation  is  exceedingly 

? arched,  rendering  the  prospect  to  our  poor  people  gloomy  indeed, 
'hey  will  hereafter  sow  more  grain,  which  being  so  much  earlier  is  a 
sure  crop. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  L.  HOBBS. 
General  D.  H.  Cooper, 

United  States  Indian  Agent. 


No.  61. 


Good  Land,  C.  N.,  Jvly  26,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  report  of  my  labors  during 
the  past  year  as  a  missionary  among  the  Choctaws. 

My  whole  time  is  given  to  the  work  of  preaching  the  Gospel  to  this 
people.  My  field  of  labor  is  on  the  line  of  the  Red  river,  extending 
from  the  road  leading  from  Doaksville  to  Horse  prairie,  to  the  mouth 
of  Blue.  The  Good  Land  church  formerly  covered  the  whole  of  this 
field,  embracing  the  neighborhoods  of  Baiyi  Hikia,  Lukchuk,  Homma, 
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(now  called  Yakin  Okehaya,)  Bok  Chito,  Good  Land  and  Bok  Yazoo, 
and  numbered  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  members.  Since  my 
last  report  the  members  of  this  church  residing  at  Baiyi  Hikia  and 
Yakin  Okehaya,  (sixty-four  in  number,)  have  been  formed  into  a  sepa- 
rate church  under  the  care  of  Rev.  E.  Hotchkin.  The  Good  Land 
church  now  embraces  the  remaining  three  of  the  above  named  neigh- 
borhoods, and  numbers  two  hundred  and  one  members.  Daring  the 
year  ten  have  been  received  into  membership  on  a  profession  of  their 
faith,  and  four  by  letter  from  other  churches.  Two  have  been  sus- 
pended. 

My  aim  is  to  preach  in  each  neighborhood  in  rotation  as  regularly 
as  circumstances  will  allow.  In  this  work  I  am  assisted  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Field,  a  native  licentiate  preacher.  Our  people  have  but  limited 
opportunities  for  acquiring  religious  truth,  and  it  would  not  be  expected 
that  the  same  state  of  things  should  exist  as  in  a  community  favored 
with  the  stated  preaching  of  the  Gospel.  Taking  into  view  all  the 
circumstances  unfavorable  to  the  training  and  development  of  Christian 
character,  and  we  are  disposed  to  think  that  the  tone  of  piety  among 
our  people  does  not  Ml  far,  if  any,  below  what  we  find  in  other  Chris- 
tian communities. 

Since  my  last  report  the  church  at  Chish  Oktak,  near  the  mouth  of 
Blue,  and  distant  from  us  about  thirty  miles,  has  been  placed  under 
my  care.  This  church  numbers  forty-two  members,  and  is  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition.  I  spend  one  Sabbath  in  each  month  at  this 
place. 

In  all  the  neighborhoods,  including  Chish  Oktak,  there  are  Satur- 
day and  Sabbath  schools  in  operation.  The  whole  number  attending 
them  is  about  one  hundred.  The  teachers  in  these  schools  are  em- 
ployed and  paid  by  those  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  the  schools.  The 
pupils  are  of  all  ages,  from  children  to  full  grown  men  and  women, 
who  are  trying  in  this  way  to  learn  to  read  their  own  language.  A 
few  of  the  smaller  children  study  English. 

At  this  place  and  Bok  Chito  regular  day  schools  have  been  sus- 
tained. Mrs.  Stark  has  taught  the  one  here,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Dwight 
the  one  at  Bok  Chito.  The  number  in  attendance  at  both  schools 
during  the  winter  was  about  sixty.  Since  the  first  of  April  the  num- 
ber has  diminished  and  the  attendance  been  more  irregular.  Many  of 
the  children  have  been  needed  to  assist  in  the  fields.  All  that  has 
"been  done  the  past  year  for  the  support  of  the  schools  has  been  done 
by  the  people.  The  whole  amount  raised  for  school  purposes  will  not 
fall  short  of  two  hundred  dollars. 

The  temperance  cause  still  has  its  warm  advocates  and  friends. 
Nothing  will  attract  attention  sooner,  or  draw  more  together,  than  a 
temperance  meeting.  Such  meetings  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  always 
interesting,  and  we  believe  profitable. 

In  agriculture  and  general  improvement  our  people  are  steadily 
advancing.  From  year  to  year  they  are  enlarging  their  fields,  and 
taking  more  pains  in  cultivating  them.  It  is  evident  that  not  a  few 
find  increasing  pleasure  in  such  pursuits.  We  deem  it  important  to 
encourage  this  spirit  as  far  as  it  is  in  our  power  ;  in  proportion  as  it 
exists  and  becomes  universal  will  the  temporal  prosperity  of  our  people 
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be  promoted.  The  wheat  crop  this  year  has  exceeded  that  of  any  pre- 
vious year.  We  would  be  safe  iu  estimating  the  quantity  grown  in 
this  section  at  a  thousand  bushels. 

For  a  time  the  prospects  for  a  large  corn  crop  were  very  flattering ; 
these  have  been  dissipated  by  the  dry  weather.     Many  will  fail  of 
raising  any  ;  others  will  have  a  surplus,  so  that  we  can  calculate  on 
an  average  supply  quite  sufficient  to  meet  necessary  wants. 
Very  truly  yours, 

0.  P.  STARK. 
Col.  D.  H.  Cooper, 

United  States  Agent  for  the  Choctaivs. 


No.  62. 


Bloomfield  Academy,  C.  N., 

July  28,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  This  school  closed  its  past  session  on  the  2d  instant. 
Those  immediately  interested  were  generally  in  attendance,  the  chief 
among  the  rest.  We  had  five  addresses — four  in  the  Indian  language 
and  one  in  English — all  to  the  point,  just  as  we  would  have  them. 

Miss  S.  J.  Johnson's  untiring  industry  and  eminent  qualifications 
as  a  teacher  secured  for  her  (as  the  speakers,  chief,  and  all  said)  a 
good  examination.  Miss  Johnson's  hands  fly  as  nimbly,  and  are  as 
ready  and  as  willing  in  domestic  work  as  her  mind  in  her  literary 
labors.  This  closes  her  fourth  year  of  good  and  effective  work  for 
Bloomfield  academy,  and  still  she  is  at  her  post. 

Miss  E.  S.  Martin  had  charge  of  the  girls  out  of  school  the  past 
year. 

As  a  means  of  imparting  good  to  those  under  our  care,  we  depend 
much  upon  the  habits  of  industry  which  we  endeavor  to  cultivate. 

We  have  our  stated  working  hours,  and  are  scrupulous  about  hav- 
ing them  filled  up — not  so  nice  about  the  kind  of  work  done  as  we  are 
about  the  thing  itself.  It  is  the  theory  of  work  that  they  must  learn 
in  order  to  be  prepared  for  the  emergencies  of  life. 

Mrs.  Carr  has  the  special  care  of  the  kitchen  and  dining-room  ;  and 
in  those  departments  instructs  the  girls  as  much  as  can  be  without 
conflicting  with  their  regular  studies.  She  also  instructs  them  in 
fancy  work,  and  has  a  Bible  class  taught  on  the  topic  plan. 

The  fancy  work  done  by  the  girls  has  been  sold  on  the  days  of  ex- 
amination, from  the  avails  of  which  $30  has  been  given  for  benevolent 
purposes,  a  library  of  over  100  volumes  bought,  and  there  is  on  hand 
hinds  sufficient  to  add  perhaps  50  volumes  to  the  library.  This 
library  is  for  the  amusement  of  the  girls  during  the  hours  set  apart 
for  their  promiscuous  reading,  and  they  appreciate  it  all  the  more  by 
knowing  that  the  work  of  their  own  hands  bought  it. 

The  course  of  study ,  with  the  text-books  used,  was  the  same  as  last 
year,  with  the  addition  of  a  class  in  history. 
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There  is  still  a  grievous  irregularity  in  the  attendence  of  the  stu- 
dents at  this  institution. 

Our  defined  number  at  the  commencement  (three  years  ago)  was 
25  scholars,  the  two  past  years  it  has  been  30.  Of  those  entered  at 
the  commencement,  11  only  reached  the  third  examination,  (the  va- 
cancies being  filled  up  from  time  to  time,)  and  those  had  lost  time  as 
follows :  33,  77,  88,  92,  125,  130,  162,  165,  219,  and  365  days.  This 
time  was  lost  within  the  space  of  23  months,  it  being  the  amount  of 
school-time  in  the  three  sessions  that  they  were  recognized  as  students. 
I  hope  the  people  will  think  about  this  thing,  and  for  the  good  of  all 
concerned,  make  it  better. 

Through  the  influence  of  the  Gospel,  the  school,  and  our  old-fash- 
ioned temperance  society,  we  trust  our  people  are  growing  wiser  and 
better. 

Our  national  independence  was  celebrated  on  the  4th  by  the  citizens 
generally  in  a  manner  quite  creditable  to  themselves  and  exemplary 
before  their  white  neighbors,  several  of  whom  were  over  and  enjoyed 
the  day  all  the  better  by  neither  fetching  with  them  or  finding  on  the 
ground  one  of  their  oldest  citizens,  old  man  Whisky,  (he  don't  live  on 
our  side,)  yet  he  but  too  often  intrudes  himself  upon  us  as  a  visitor ; 
his  age  would  demand  our  reverence,  but  his  deeds  of  darkness  call 
for  our  indignation.  Shouting  may  go  with  him,  but  sorrows  deep 
and  groans  unutterable  follow  in  his  wake.  When  will  Texas  unite 
her  legislative  powers  with  those  of  our  noble  people  on  this  subject 
against  this  strong  man,  and  decide  that  he  shall  have  footing  on 
neither  side  of  the  river,  but  a  grave  deep,  dark,  and  silent  beneath 
its  rough,  rude  sands,  there  to  remain  till  time  shall  be  no  more. 

But  to  return.  Our  company  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  were  genteel, 
orderly,  and  nice.  The  address  was  the  best  the  writer  could  make. 
The  barbecue  was  of  the  first  order,  and  after  placing  it,  with  its 
attendant  nicnacs,  to  their  use,  we  were  all  in  a  most  beautiful  con- 
dition quietly  to  return  to  our  quiet  homes  in  a  perfect  good  humor 
with  everybody.     So  passed  the  4th  of  July,  1856,  with  us. 

The  drought  has  been  worse  with  us  this  than  it  was  the  two  past 
years ;  corn  crops  will  be  short,  yet  the  chance  is  fair  for  a  sufficiency 
in  the  neighborhood.  We  have  at  this  place  our  second  crop  of  corn 
on  about  thirty  acres ;  the  drought,  however,  will  cut  us  short  even 
to  a  half  crop.  Wheat  is  abundant  in  the  neighborhood  ;  there  are  at 
least  two  thousand  bushels  within  four  miles  of  this  place. 

Before  closing,  we  must  record  our  gratitude  to  an  all- wise  Provi- 
dence for  the  preservation  of  our  lives,  and,  to  a  great  extent,  our 
health  during  the  past  year,  and  also  for  all  the  common  attendant 
blessings  of  life. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

G.  H.  CARR. 

Col.  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Agent  for  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws, 

Fort  Towson,  O.  N. 
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No.  63. 

Doaksvillb,  Choctaw  Nation, 

July  30, 1856. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Having  been  so  accustomed  to  reporting  annually 
to  you  the  progress  of  Indian  schools  under  my  charge,  though  no 
superintendent  now,  being  engaged  as  a  regular  clergyman  among 
the  Choctaws,  I  may  be  allowed  to  feel  as  much  interest  in  the  moral, 
as  used  to  be  felt  by  me  in  the  educational  improvement  of  this  people. 
My  district  covers  all  that  part  of  the  Choctaw  territory  not  included 
in  the  Moshulatubbie  district.  The  congregations  are  generally  large 
and  well  behaved.  Tou  know  that  the  congregation  at  Doaksville  is 
remarkable  for  its  good  behavior  during  the  hours  of  religious  wor- 
ship, and  in  no  part  of  the  district  are  the  people  a  single  whit  be- 
hind that  orderly,  well-behaved  community.  We  have  held  but  few 
meetings  this  year,  without  having  quite  an  addition  of  membership; 
who  in  steadfastness  will  compare  favorably  with  our  white  brethren. 
We  are  not  doing  what  we  might  do  had  we  the  help  that  we  ought 
to  have.  We  employ  outside  of  our  schools  only  three  ministers  in 
the  entire  district,  bating  the  native  help.  Our  board  is  apprized  of 
this,  and  we  shall  have  help  from  and  after  our  next  conference;  pro- 
viding the  bishop  who  shall  preside  may  be  able  to  procure  suitable 
ministers.  There  never  has  been  seemingly  half  the  interest  manifested 
among  the  Chickasaws  as  at  the  present.  We  have  had  several  from 
among  them  to  come  into  the  church  during  the  year ;  and  we  are 
looking  forward  to  the  time  when  that  interesting  people  will  be 
emphatically  a  religious  people. 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  attend  the  examinations  of  the  Chickasaw 
and  Bloomfield  academies;  and  I  am  compelled  in  justice  to  say, 
never  was  I  better  pleased  with  exhibitions  of  the  kind  in  all  my 
school  acquaintance ;  so  the  voice  of  the  people.  The  Colbert  institute 
is  also  under  our  board ;  I  did  not  attend  the  regular  examination, 
but  visited  the  school  some  weeks  previous,  and  found  it  doing  well. 
What  an  immense  amount  of  good  these  public  schools  are  doing.  1 
should  say  more  about  our  prosperous  schools,  truly  prosperous  are 
they,  did  I  not  know  the  respective  superintendents  would  report  in 
detail.  Robinson,  Carr,  and  Couch  are  men  good  and  true,  in  whose 
hands  the  weal  of  the  Chickasaws  will  never  suffer.  Drought  threat- 
ens portions  of  the  territory  this,  the  third  year.  How  much  to  be 
dreaded  1  The  poor  people  are  already  sore,  from  two  lean  years  gone 
before,  and  how  they  are  to  meet  another  the  all-wise  Being  only 
knows !  Those  who  commenced  early  and  cultivated  closely  will  make 
plentiful  crops,  perhaps  something  to  spare.  But  what  will  the  poor 
nave  to  give  in  exchange  for  bread?  However  the  young  Honswwjf 
lack,  and  suffer  hunger,  but  He  who  numbers  the  hairs  of  our  heads 
will  not  leave  the  Choctaw  poor  unfed.  Pardon  me,  my  dear  sir,  I 
have  particularized,  knowing  the  abiding  interest  you  take  in  the 
general  welfare  of  the  people  for  whom  you  act  as  agent. 

Truly  yours,  W.  L.  McALLLSTEB. 

Colonel  D.  H.  Cooper, 

United  States  agent,  dec. 
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No.  64. 

Spencer  Academy,  August  1,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  last  session  of  Spencer  Academy  closed  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  25th  of  June.  The  trustees  of  public  schools  have  ap- 
pointed the  last  Wednesday  of  June  as  the  regular  time  for  closing 
school  hereafter.  As  a  compensation  for  this  we  agree  to  receive  six 
additional  scholars. 

The  whole  number  of  scholars  connected  with  the  academy  last  ses- 
sion was  one  hundred  and  twenty.  For  a  part  of  the  session  the 
number  in  regular  attendance  was  about  one  hundred  and  ten.  Of 
this  number  eight  were  beneficiaries  of  the  board  of  missions. 

The  plan  of  instruction  last  session  did  not  differ  from  that  fully 
described  in  my  previous  reports,  and  the  course  of  studies  was  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  it  has  been  for  several  years  past. 

Nothing  occurred  during  the  session  to  interrupt  the  usual  routine 
of  work  and  study.     The  health  of  the  institution  was  excellent. 

I  suppose  we  ought  to  feel  satisfied  with  the  progress  our  pupils 
have  made.  It  is  true  they  do  not  advance  as  rapidly  in  their  studies 
as  we  could  wish.  Perhaps,  however,  they  do  as  well  as  we  ought 
reasonably  to  expect,  considering  the  many  disadvantages  under 
which  they  labor. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

ALEXANDER  REID. 

Col.  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Fort  Towso*,  C.  IT. 


No.  65. 


Wahfanucka  Female  Institute, 

Chickasaw  Nation,  July  24,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  send  you  the  report  of  this  institution  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1856.  As  no  report  has  ever  been  presented  to  the 
department  through  a  United  States  agent,  it  may  not  be  amiss  for 
me  to  notice  briefly  its  former  history. 

It  was  first  opened  in  October,  1852,  under  charge  of  Rev.  H.  Bal- 
lentine*  During  the  first  session  the  number  of  girls  in  attendance 
was  about  sixty.  Since  that  time  the  number  has  been  complete  each 
session.  That  number  is  one  hundred.  As  far  as  I  can  learn,  the 
institution  has  ever  been  held  in  high  estimation  by  the  Chickasaws. 
We  would  draw  this  as  a  legitimate  inference,  from  the  fact  that 
many  more  apply  each  session  than  can  be  received.  It  continued 
under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Ballentine  until  July,  1855.  At  that  time 
he  felt  constrained  to  resign  on  account  of  the  health  of  his  family, 
and  to  visit  the  States.  I  was  then  placed  in  charge.  I  spent  the 
vacation,  which  had  just  commenced!  in  examining  the  means  around 
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me  for  conducting  a  school ,  and  in  becoming  acquainted,  to  some  ex- 
tent, with  the  people. 

I  found  here  a  very  fine  stone  building,  almost  large  enough  itself 
for  all  the  mission  family  and  the  school.  The  outbuildings,  too, 
were  good  for  the  time  in  which  they  were  built.  I  found  a  small 
farm,  a  good  stock  of  cattle,  and  one  or  two  good  horses,  wagons, 
farm  utensils,  &c,  in  tolerable  order. 

The  school  opened  under  my  charge  the  first  of  October,  and  very 
soon  the  whole  number  of  girls  were  in  attendance.  The  whole 
number  in  attendance  this  session  was  one  hundred  and  eleven.  Of 
these  ninety-seven  were  here  previously.  The  largest  number  at  any 
one  time  was  one  hundred  and  three  ;  the  smallest  was  seventy-nine. 
This  was  only  for  about  two  weeks,  when  many  were  absent  from 
sickness. 

The  general  deportment  of  these  scholars  was  much  better  than 
I  had  anticipated.  True,  we  had  some  instances  of  bad  conduct, 
some  that  caused  us  grief  and  sorrow,  but  much  less  of  such  than  I 
had  feared.  In  general  they  behaved  well,  and  a  goodly  number 
were  such  as  made  it  pleasant  to  instruct  them.  The  health  of  the 
family,  including  scholars,  was  remarkably  good  until  spring.  Then, 
for  about  two  weeks,  we  had  typhoid  pneumonia.  We  had  some  very 
severe  cases,  and  one  little  girl  died. 

This  sickness  not  lasting  long,  we  carried  on  our  duties  with  but 
little  interruption  until  the  twenty-fourth  of  June.  Then,  by  ap- 
pointment of  the  trustees,  our  examination  was  held,  and  the  school 
closed  for  the  session.  Of  the  one  hundred  girls  in  school  fourteen 
have  made  good  progress  in  grammar,  geography,  and  arithmetic. 
Thirty-two  have  made  progress  in  geography  and  arithmetic,  but 
have  not  yet  studied  grammar.  All  the  others  have  learned  to  read, 
including  a  number  who  came  here  this  session  not  knowing  a  letter. 
Forty-five  in  all  have  learned  to  write.  It  is  a  standing  order  of 
the  school  that  all  who  are  able  shall  study  the  Scriptures  daily. 
Large  portions  of  Scripture  have  been  committed  to  memory  by  most 
of  them,  and  this  has  also  been  carefully  explained  to  them. 

Of  their  success  in  pursuing  these  studies  I  have  only  to  say,  that 
the  trustees  and  others  who  were  present  at  the  examination  mani- 
fested great  satisfaction  and  commended  both  scholars  and  teachers 
for  fidelity.  We  have  had  six  ladies  engaged  in  teaching  during  the 
term.  Three  have  taught  them  in  school,  and  three  have  taught 
them  domestic  work,  including,  to  some  extent,  kitchen  and  garden 
labor.  Nor  do  we  regard  this  department  of  labor  as  any  less  im- 
portant than  the  study  of  books.  Nor  is  the  result  of  our  labor  less 
encouraging  in  this.     We  cannot  be  said  to  have  a  farm,  as  we  only 

Elant  a  few  acres  of  corn  for  table  use  and  six  or  eight  acres  of  oats, 
iut  we  mean  to  garden.  We  started  early  in  the  spring,  with  a  fine 
prospect,  but  the  grasshoppers  destroyed  it  almost  entirely.  We  hope 
we  shall  be  more  fortunate  in  future.  Of  our  neighbors  some  are  in- 
dustrious and  steadily  improving ;  others  are  indolent  and  improve 
but  little,  if  any. 
This  season  the  crops  were  at  first  nearly  cut  off  by  grasshoppers, 
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and  aftewards  suffered  by  drought.     Still  I  think  there  will  be  more 
corn  than  there  was  last  year. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

C.  H.  WILSON, 
Superintendent. 
Col.  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Agent  for  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws. 


No.  66. 


Chickasaw,  M.  L.  Academy,  August  20,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  with  pleasure  I  comply  with  my  duty  in  reporting 
to  you,  at  the  close  of  another  school  year,  the  general  condition  of 
the  Chickasaw  Manual  Labor  Academy. 

I  feel  truly  favored  by  Divine  Goodness  in  being  able  to  record 
another  year  of  prosperity.  We  have  enjoyed  unusual  good  health, 
nor  has  the  darkness  of  death  been  permitted  during  that  time  to 
enter  our  abode.  Peace  and  quietness,  without  interruption,  have 
reigned  in  our  midst. 

Our  number  of  scholars  by  specification  is  one  hundred  ;  the  gen- 
eral average  attendance  about  ninety.  As  in  years  pant,  they  have 
gone  steadily  onward  in  improvement,  evincing  a  strong  desire  for 
progress  in  all  the  different  departments  of  knowledge  and  duty. 
Their  improvement  in  feeling  and  general  deportment  was  no  less 
marked  than  in  their  studies.  Many  of  them  are  decidedly  religious. 
Some  twenty-two  have  united  with  the  church,  and  have  given  such 
evidence  of  their  stability  of  religious  character  that  they  have  been 
received  into  full  membership. 

In  addition  to  prayer  and  other  social  meetings,  in  which  many  of 
them  take  an  active  part,  they  hold  similar  ones  by  themselves,  and 
conduct  them  with  propriety  ;  much  of  their  spare  time  is  spent  in 
singing  the  songs  of  Zion,  in  which  they  take  great  delight.  The 
studies  yet  pursued  are  those  of  an  English  education.  The  more 
advanced  classes  have  a  good  knowledge  of  English  grammar,  arith- 
metic, and  geography,  being  also  thoroughly  trained  in  preparatory 
studies  ;  and  one  class  has  advanced  in  algebra  as  far  as  through 
simple  equations  of  the  first  degree  with  one  unknown  quantity  ;  in 
all  of  which  they  were  fully  examined  in  the  presence  of  the  trustees, 
our  presiding  elder,  (Rev.  W.  S.  McAlister,)  and  a  large  concourse  of 
their  people,  and  others,  all  of  whom  expressed  their  surprise  and 
approbation.  These  results  are  greatly  to  be  attributed  to  the  unre- 
mitting toil  and  attention  of  our  ever-faithful  teachers,  Mr.  S.  W. 
Dunn,  Rev.  Wm.  Jones,  and  Mis  sEUen  Steele,  and  also  other  assist- 
ants, Mr.  E.  E.  Jones,  Miss  S.  Hughes,  and  Miss  S.  Sorrels. 

We  have  had  another  year  of  drought,  which,  added  to  the  destruction 

by  the  grasshoppers,  with  which  we  were  beset  in  countless   swarms 

last  fall,  winter,  and  spring,  has  given  us  a  very  short  crop.    Garden 

vegetables,  oats,  and  potatoes  of  both  kinds,   have  proved  an  entire 
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failure ;  by  which  our  expenses  of  living  are  much  increased,  and 
comforts  diminished.  But  we  desire  neither  to  murmur  nor  repine, 
but  thank  our  kind  Heavenly  Father  for  his  many  unmerited  favors 
so  liberally  bestowed  upon  us. 

We  are  still,  though  slowly,  progressing  in  our  general  improve- 
ments, both  as  regards  our  farm  and  buildings.  The  brick  addition 
we  have  been  making  to  our  mansion  is  now  wellnigh  finished,  which 
we  regard  as  inferior  to  no  other  house,  if  not  the  best,  in  the  Indian 
country.  We  think  it  our  duty,  in  whatever  improvements  we  make, 
to  have  them  of  the  best  kind,  (we  do  not  mean  the  most  fanciful  or 
gaudy,)  that  the  people  among  whom  we  are  placed  as  instructors  m&y 
have  something  before  them  worthy  of  imitation,  and  yet  within  their 
reach  and  scope  of  design. 

And  we  are  well  assured  that  it  is  a  fixed  point  with  the  Chicks- 
saws  in  all  the  elements  of  useful  improvements,  as  they  have  just 
entered  upon  their  independent  national  existence,  to  suffer  no  other 
Indian  tribe  or  nation  to  go  before  them  ;  to  point  at  once  their  aim 
high,  and  walk  up  to  it ;  to  occupy  no  inferior  place.  Another  point 
at  which  we  desire  to  aim,  in  meeting  our  obligations  among  this 
people,  is  scientific  agriculture.  We  think  it  not  enough,  in  order  to 
make  a  boy  a  good  farmer,  merely  to  teach  him  to  hoe  corn,  chop 
wood,  and  make  fence ;  but  to  bring  the  subject  before  him,  as  requiring 
also  the  full  exercise  of  an  enlightened  and  cultivated  mind  as  a  noble, 
elevated  calling,  requiring  a  good  understanding  of  the  nature  and 
elements  of  the  different  vegetable  productions  \  of  the  quality  and 
adaptation  of  soils  ;  their  wants,  and  how  and  with  what  to  supply 
them  ;  the  best  mode  and  time  of  culture,  as  derived  from  experience 
and  observation,  and  the  study  of  the  best  works  on  the  subject  within 
their  reach  ;  in  short,  to  make  our  youth  (or  a  portion  of  them)  as  far 
as  in  us  lies,  enlightened  agriculturists,  thereby  benefiting  themselves 
and  their  people  beyond  all  we  can  estimate.  But  in  all  we  desire  to 
look  to  the  Fountain  of  Good  for  his  continued  favor  and  blessing 
upon  our  efforts ;  for  without  them  we  are  assured  no  effort  can  succeed. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

J.  C.  ROBINSON, 

Superintendent. 

Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper, 

United  States  Indian  Agent. 


No.  67. 

Colbert  iNsxmnB,  C.  N. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  period  of  another  school  year  having  gone,  it  he- 
comes  my  duty  to  report  to  you  the  general  condition  of  the  Colbert 
Institute,  under  my  charge.  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  affliction 
and  prosperity  with  us.  Sore  eyes  prevailed  in  our  school,  and  nearly 
all  of  our  scholars  had  an  attack.  Some  of  the  children  left  school* 
being  unable  to  pursue  their  studies ;  their  places  were,  however, 
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filled.  We  had  one  death  near  the  close  of  our  school,  Captain 
Hayanbhe's  daughter,  an  amiable  girl,  in  her  fifteenth  year,  and  one 
of  our  best  scholars ;  but  we  have  good  grounds  to  hope  that  our  loss 
is  her  infinite  gain.  She  told  her  friends  that  she  was  going  to 
Heaven,  and  requested  them  to  meet  her  there.  There  has  been  a 
very  marked  improvement  in  the  general  deportment  of  the  scholars 
this  year ;  they  have  been  more  studious  and  governable  than  here- 
tofore ;  indeed  we  have  had  scarcely  any  trouble  in  maintaining 
discipline.  Our  school  closed  the  fourth  of  July  with  a  public 
examination,  which  proved  quite  satisfactory  to  all  present  on  the 
occasion.  Those  qualified  to  judge,  expressed  themselves  well  pleased 
and  satisfied  that  the  teacher,  Mr.  Frederick  Pilkington,  had  been 
faithful  and  thorough  in  his  work  of  instruction.  This  school  is  on 
the  industrial  plan,  and  our  scholars  have  been  employed  some  two  or 
three  hours  each  day  in  domestic  business  ;  the  girls  were  instructed 
by  Mrs.  Pilkington,  a  very  competent  lady,  in  cutting  and  making 
garments  for  themselves  and  the  boys,  and  in  other  domestic  business. 
The  boys  when  out  of  school  were  under  the  care  and  instruction  of 
the  superintendent,  who  employed  them  in  farming,  gardening,  and 
managing  stock.  It  has  been  our  constant  aim  and  effort  to  not  only 
give  a  thorough  mental  and  business,  but  also  a  moral  and  religious 
training.  Our  Sabbath  school  has  done  well ;  upon  the  whole,  we 
consider  this  institution  in  a  prosperous  condition.  We  have  a  fine 
crop  of  corn  growing,  notwithstanding  the  drought.  We  expect  to 
move  our  school  this  fall  to  our  new  buildings,  near  the  head  waters 
of  Clear  Boggy,  ome  fifty  miles  west  of  this.  We  have  erecting  there 
neat,  commodious  frame  buildings,  which  will  be  ready  for  our  next 
session.  It  is  contemplated  to  increase  the  number  of  our  scholars 
to  sixty  ;  the  trustee  and  people  desire  the  enlargement  of  the  school, 
which  speaks  favorably  of  the  improved  and  improving  condition  of 
the  people.  Indulge  me  in  the  remark,  before  I  close,  that  from  my 
observation  and  intercourse  with  the  Chickasaws,  as  a  missionary  for 
the  last  nine  or  ten  years,  I  consider  the  nation  improving  rapidly 
in  the  arts  of  civilization.  The  Gospel  and  religious  institutions  are 
having  an  increasing  influence  with  the  people.  We  look  forward  to 
no  distant  day,  when,  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  general  govern- 
ment,  and  the  patient  faithful  labors  of  the  missionaries,  with  the 
blessing  of  God,  this  people  will  not  only  become  a  civilized,  but  a 
Christian  nation  of  people.  I  cannot  close  this  communication  with- 
out gratefully  acknowledging  the  merciful  providence  of  God  to  us ; 
and  although  we  have  had  some  afflictions,  we  bow  with  submission* 
and  pray  Him  to  sanctify  them  to  our  good  and  His  glory. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  CAUCH, 
Superintendent  Choctaw  Indiana* 
D.  H.  Cooper,  Esq., 

United  States  agent  for  Choctatvs  and  Chickasaws* 
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No.  68. 

Brazos  Agenct, 
Texas  9  September  18,  1856. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the 
Indian  bureau,  to  submit  the  following  as  my  annual  report : 

You  have  been  advised,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  from 
time  to  time,  during  the  past  year,  of  all  changes  worthy  of  note  in 
our  Indian  relations  by  the  monthly  and  quarterly  reports  of  the  spe- 
cial agents  under  my  supervision,  and  I  deem  it  unnecessary  again  to 
allude  particularly  to  occurrences  thus  brought  to  your  notice. 

Enclosed  with  this  you  will  find  the  annual  reports  of  special  agents 
Ross  and  Baylor,  to  which  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention, 
as  they  show  the  exact  condition  of  the  Indians  now  settled  on  the 
reservations. 

There  are  now  settled  on  this  reservation  948  Indians  against  794 
last  year,  showing  an  actual  increase  of  154  during  the  year.  At 
Comanche  agency  there  are  now  557  settlers  against  277  last  year, 
showing  an  actual  increase  of  280  during  the  year  ;  showing  an  actual 
increase  of  settlers  of  434. 

You  will  also  perceive,  by  reference  to  the  reports  of  the  special 
agents,  that  there  are  now  in  cultivation  at  Brazos  agency  540  acres 
of  land,  and  200  at  Comanche  agency,  making  a  total  of  740  acres  of 
land  fenced  in  and  cultivated  during  the  past  season  ;  and  that  the 
Indians  thus  settled  on  the  reserves  have  made  considerable  progress 
in  building  houses,  and  other  improvements ;  thus  showing  that  the 
present  policy  in  regard  to  the  Indians  of  Texas  has  been  as  successful 
as  its  mast  sanguine  advocates  claimed  for  it,  and  demonstrating  the 
fact  that  it  is  practicable  to  settle  down  and  civilize  the  wildest  of  our 
Indian  tribes.  That  the  yield  on  the  Indian  farms  this  year  is  not 
commensurate  with  the  expenditure  in  the  preparation,  affords  n<> 
good  grounds  for  doubts  in  the  success  of  the  policy,  when  it  is  taken 
into  consideration  that  there  has  been  an  almost  entire  failure  in  the 
corn  crops  in  Texas,  from  the  grasshopper  in  the  spring,  and  the  ex- 
treme drought  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August.  Od 
the  Indian  reserves,  the  grasshoppers  destroyed  all  the  early  erops, 
and,  in  many  instances,  the  fields  were  planted  for  the  third  time 
before  there  was  a  stand  of  corn. 

In  order  to  avoid  a  failure  next  year,  preparations  are  now  made  to 
sow  wheat  on  a  portion  of  their  lands  ;  and  it  is  confidently  believed 
by  the  resident  agents  that,  by  so  doing,  the  Indians  will  be  able  to 
raise  their  own  bread,  even  if  there  should  be  another  failure  in  the 
corn  crops. 

There  has  been  great  improvement  for  the  last  year  in  the  moral 
and  physical  condition  of  the  Indians  now  settled.  They  are  gradu- 
ally falling  into  the  customs  and  dress  of  the  white  man ;  and  by  beinjj 
well  clothed,  having  houses  to  live  in,  and  relieved  from  the  continued 
anxieties  attending  a  roving  life,  their  health  has  greatly  improved, 
and  they  now,  for  the  first  time  for  several  years,  begin  to  raise 
healthy  children.     Every  old  settler  who  has  visited  the  reserve  has 
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remarked  the  improved  condition  of  the  Indians ;  and  the  large  in- 
crease of  the  white  population  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Indian  reserves 
ehows  the  confidence  of  our  citizens  in  the  present  policy.  The  In- 
dian reserves  are  now  embraced  within  the  limits  of  an  organized 
county,  (Young  county,)  and  the  utmost  harmony  and  good  feeling 
exists  between  the  Indians  and  the  white  settlers  in  the  vicinity. 

The  legislature,  at  its  last  session,  passed  a  law  extending  the 
United  States  intercourse  laws  for  "preventing  the  introduction  and 
sale  of  wine  and  spirituous  liquors"  within  ten  miles  of  the  In- 
dian reserves.  This  measure  has  been  very  beneficial ;  the  law  has 
been  strictly  enforced  by  the  resident  agents  and  the  military  at  Fort 
Belknap  and  Camp  Cooper,  and  the  citizens  have  sustained  us  in  its 
execution ;  consequently,  we  have  not  been,  to  any  great  degree, 
troubled  with  intemperance,  "  that  curse  to  the  Indian  race,"  and 
the  headmen  of  the  several  tribes  deserve  great  credit  for  their  exer- 
tions in  suppressing  its  introduction. 

At  the  same  time  that  I  can  with  pleasure  report  the  progress  made 
by  the  Indians  no*  settled,  I  deem  it  also  necessary  to  call  your  atten- 
tion seriously  to  the  condition  of  the  Indian  population  on  our  borders, 
as  they  should  engage  the  attention  of  your  department. 

Early  last  spring  our  whole  frontier  was  thrown  into  great  alarm 
by  the  frequent  depredations  committed  by  Indians,  and  several  mur- 
ders were  committed,  and  a  large  number  of  horses  stolen  from  the 
vicinity  of  San  Antonio  and  our  western  settlements.  In  order  to 
check  these  depredations,  and  to  ascertain  to  what  tribes  they  be- 
longed, it  became  necessary  to  confine  the  Indians,  (actual  settlers,) 
by  a  concerted  action  between  the  agents  and  the  military,  to  the  re- 
serves, and  to  declare  all  Indians  outside  of  the  reserves  hostile.  By 
a  strict  adherence  to  this  policy,  those  hostile  bands  have  been  checked, 
some  thirty  or  forty  killed,  and  our  frontier  has,  for  the  last  three 
months,  enjoyed  a  quiet  never  heretofore  known.  This  state  of  things 
is  mainly  attributable  to  the  energetic  action  of  the  2d  cavalry,  under 
command  of  Colonel  A.  S.  Johnson,  who  arrived  on  this  frontier  about 
the  1st  of  January  last. 

There  is  still  maintained  on  the  Comanche  reserve  a  military  post 
(Camp  Cooper)  of  two  companies  of  2d  cavalry  and  two  companies  of 
infantry.  The  influence  exercised  by  them,  and  the  protection  given 
to  the  Indians,  has  been  very  advantageous  in  giving  permanency  to 
our  Indian  settlements.  In  fact,  it  would  be  impossible  to  protect  the 
Comanches  against  the  outside  influences  of  the  more  powerful  bands 
of  these  people  north  without  a  military  force,  as  they  use  all  their 
influence  to  induce  the  young  men  to  leave  the  reserve  and  join  them 
in  their  forays  to  Mexico  and  our  border  settlements. 

The  depredations  committed  on  our  settlements  during  the  past 
spring  were  traced  generally  to  the  northern  bands  of  Comanches  and 
Kiowas.  By  reference  to  your  last  annual  report,  I  perceive  that  the 
agents  were  instructed  to  "  reside  among  those  tribes,"  &c,  &c;  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  their  exertions  have  not  been  more  successful  in 
Controlling  them.  I  fully  agree  with  the  views  expressed  in  your  last 
annual  report,  (page  11,)  "  the  application  to  these  people  of  a  sys- 
tem of  colonization,  with  the  means  to  aid  and  instruct  them  in  the 
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cultivation  of  the  soil;"  and  I  fully  endorse  the  sentiments  contained 
in  Agent  Whitfield's  report  of  September  4,  1855,  in  regard  to  those 
bands. 

I  perceive,  by  reference  to  your  last  annual  report,  (page  9,)  that 
by  a  convention  the  western  end  of  the  Choctaw  country  should  be 
thrown  open  to  the  permanent  settlement  of  the  southern  Comanches, 
Wichitas,  &c,  &c;  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  that  measure  has  not 
been  consummated.  I  have  heretofore  directed  your  attention  to  that 
subject.  Those  Indians  have  been  in  friendly  intercourse  with  the 
Indians  at  this  agency,  and  hare  frequently  asked  the  interference  of 
the  agents  of  Texas  in  their  behalf,  and  say  they  are  prepared  to  settle 
down ;  they  are  now  under  no  restraint,  and  several  serious  depreda- 
tions on  our  citizens  have  been  traced  to  them  lately  ;  it  appears  that 
they  are  not  under  the  control  of  any  agent ;  they  reside  about  150 
miles  from  this  agency,  on  the  east  side  of  Eed  river,  and  are  conse- 
quently out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Texas  agents. 

There  are  also  two  bands  of  Comanches,  viz :  the  "Noconee"  and 
Tenawish  (middle  Comanches,)  who  inhabit  the  same  country  and  are 
similarly  situated.  The  influence  exercised  by  those  bands,  in  their 
present  condition,  is  extremely  detrimental  to  the  settlers  on  the  In- 
dian reserves  of  Texas;  as  they  are  under  no  control,  they  commit  fre- 
quent depredations  on  our  frontier  settlements,  and  have  in  the  past  year 
made  forays  into  Mexico,  stealing  numbers  of  horses  and  Mexican 
children,  who  are  held  in  captivity.  Whilst  they  are  permitted  to 
maintain  their  present  position,  they  afford  a  place  of  refuge  for  the 
refractory  among  the  tribes  now  settled,  and  have  on  several  occa- 
sions induced  the  young  warriors  of  the  Comanches,  who  are  settled, 
to  join  them  in  their  forays.  I  notice  by  Agent  Garrett's  report, 
(Creek  agent,)  that  there  has  been  some  negotiation  between  the  Creek 
chief,  Tuckabatchee  Micco,  and  those  bands  in  regard  to  a  settlement; 
now  the  whole  result  of  that  negotiation  amounts  to  this:  that  they 
wished  some  point  where  they  could  trade  their  stolen  horses  for  arms 
and  ammunition,  clothing,  &c;  and  there  has  been  a  very  extensive 
trade  carried  on  during  the  summer.  It  can  be  proven  by  Indians  here, 
that  at  one  time  Jesse  Chisholm  and  other  traders  introduced  and 
traded  to  those  bands  75  rifles,  ammunition,  &c,  which  they  have 
since  used  in  depredating  on  our  frontier ;  and  the  Indians  here,  who 
are  actual  settlers,  protest  strongly  against  the  course  pursued  by 
them,  as  they  are  liable  to  be  brought  into  trouble  on  their  account. 
Should  any  action  be  taken  by  the  government  in  relation  to  those 
Indians,  it  should  be  done  in  concert  with  the  Indians  and  agents  of 
Texas,  as  no  Indians  outside  have  anything  in  common  with  them ; 
and,  as  the  supervising  agent,  I  must  be  permitted  to  protest  against 
the  action  of  all  the  parties  interested,  as  the  whole  proceeding  is 
directly  in  opposition  to  the  policy  now  being  pursued  towards  the 
Indians  of  Texas.  In  order  to  correct  the  evils  growing  out  of  the 
condition  of  those  Indians,  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  that  im- 
mediate measures  be  adopted  to  settle  them  down  similar  to  the  Indians 
of  Texas,  and  that  there  be  concerted  action  between  tbe  agent  who 
may  have  charge  of  them  and  the  agents  of  Texas,  as  those  bands  are 
nearly  related  and  have  intermarried  with  the  Texas  Indians,  and 
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claim  sympathy  with  none  of  the  other  tribes  who  are  settled  east  of 
Red  river. 

So  long  as  the  present  ontside  influences  are  permitted  to  exist,  it 
must  retard  the  progress  of  civilization  among  the  Indians.  Our 
experiments  thus  far  fully  establish  the  practicability  of  settling  all 
the  prairie  Indians,  and  of  introducing  the  arts  of  civilized  life  ;  and 
I  fully  rely  on  the  expenditures  for  the  past  year,  with  the  results 
obtained,  to  justify  its  claims  to  economy. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  wants  of  the  Indians  have  not 
been  supplied  by  the  introduction  of  schools.  I  hope  that  my  several 
communications  on  this  subject  will  meet  with  early  attention. 

The  legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  last  winter,  passed  an  act 
granting  an  additional  reservation  west  of  the  Pecos  river  (which  was 
called  to  your  attention  at  the  time)  for  the  settlement  of  the  Indians 
in  the  western  portion  of  our  State.  I  have  nothing  in  addition  to 
my  former  report  to  offer  in  relation  to  that  subject,  but  await  your 
action. 

For  the  support  of  Indians  settled,  pay  of  agents,  interpreters,  &c, 
the  whole  amount  required  is  $91,707  50,  including  $5,000  for  the 
maintenance  of  missions  and  schools  at  the  Brazos  and  Comanche 
agencies,  against  $89,658  50  estimated  for  last  year. 

The  Indians  now  settled  have  been  furnished  during  this  year  with 
all  the  farming  utensils  necessary,  also  with  wagons  and  teams  and 
300  head  of  cows  and  calves,  and  are  making  considerable  progress  in 
raising  stock. 

The  progress  made  by  our  Indians  since  my  last  annual  report,  and 
the  satisfactory  condition  in  which  I  find  them  at  this  date,  is  mainly 
attributable  to  the  efficient  services  rendered  by  special  agents  Ross 
and  Baylor ;  they  have  been  constantly  at  their  posts,  and  the  effi- 
cient manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  their  duties  entitles 
them  to  the  full  confidence  of  the  general  government  as  well  as  our 
frontier  citizens. 

Hoping  that  the  success  attending  the  efforts  made  to  settle  perma- 
nently the  Indians  of  Texas  will  induce  the  general  government  to 
apply  the  same  policy  to  all  our  border  Indians,  I  am,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  S.  NEIGHBORS, 

Supervising  Agent  Texas  Indians. 

Hon.  George  W.  Mantpenkt, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs , 

Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  69. 


Comanche  Agency,  Texas, 

September  12,  1856. 

Sik  :  I  herewith  transmit  you  this  my  annual  report.     In  entering 
upon  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  special  Indian  agent  at  this  place 
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one  year  ago,  I  found  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  Indians  ;  they 
were  wild,  restless,  and  discontented,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  they 
eould  be  induced  to  remain  on  the  reservation.  At  that  time  I  had 
no  means  of  enforcing  my  authority,  and  was  compelled  to  use  con- 
ciliatory measures  altogether.  I  had,  it  is  true,  a  detachment  of  in- 
fantry from  Fort  Belknap,  that  gave  protection  to  myself  and  the 
government  employes,  but  were  of  no  use  in  controlling  the  Indians, 
who,  being  well  mounted,  could  come  and  go  at  pleasure. 

The  arrival  of  cavalry  about  the  1st  of  January  had  a  very  bene- 
ficial effect  indeed,  and  since  that  time  1  had  but  little  trouble  in  con- 
trolling the  Indians.  Their  numbers  have  greatly  increased,  and 
they  begin  to  feel  that  they  are  safe,  and  will  be  protected  in  all  their 
rights,  as  well  from  the  attacks  of  the  hostile  Indians,  as  from  im- 
position by  the  whites. 

As  soon  as  the  season  for  farming  operations  arrived,  having  pre- 
viously had  a  field  prepared,  farming  utensils,  seeds,  &c,  procured,  I 
called  a  council  of  the  Indians  and  endeavored  to  impress  upon  them 
the  necessity  there  was  for  at  once  adopting  agriculture  as  a  means  of 
subsistence,  and  endeavored  to  show  them  the  many  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  it ;  to  all  of  which  they  heartily  assented,  and  assured 
me  they  were  ready  to  be  governed  by  my  wishes,  and  at  any  time, 
when  called  on,  begin  planting;  they,  however,  acknowledged  their 
entire  ignorance  of  even  the  rudest  methods  of  agriculture,  having 
never  planted  a  seed  of  any  kind. 

With  the  assistance  of  a  farmer  and  laborer  they  soon  planted  their 
crops,  consisting  of  corn,  melons,  beans,  peas,  pumpkins,  &c,  which 
they  cultivated  remarkably  well,  and  but  for  the  extreme  drought 
would  have  made  an  abundance  to  answer  their  wants.  I  found  no 
difficulty  whatever  in  getting  them  to  work,  and  feel  confident  that 
in  a  few  years  they  can  be  made  a  self-sustaining  people. 

I  would  suggest  that  for  the  future,  in  planting,  they  plant  a  por- 
tion of  their  fields  in  wheat,  instead  of  corn.  It  requires  a  long 
season  to  mature  corn,  and  a  good  deal  of  rain  is  essential ;  and  as  this 
region  is  subject  to  frequent  droughts,  it  renders  corn  an  uncertain 
crop.  Wheat  matures  early  in  the  season,  and  is  much  more  likely 
to  make  a  crop  than  corn  ;  an  additional  reason  for  sowing  wheat  is, 
that  the  Indians  are  remarkably  fond  of  flour,  and  care  but  little  for 
corn.  It  is  very  desirable  that  there  should  be  no  failures  in  making 
crops,  as  it  is  discouraging  to  the  Indians. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  in  purchasing  supplies  for  the  Indians  for 
the  ensuing  year,  that  a  portion  of  their  rations  consist  of  flour,  in- 
stead of  corn,  as  they  can  be  supplied  with  flour  as  cheap,  or  cheaper, 
than  with  corn.  One  of  the  greatest  obstacles  in  the  management  of 
the  Indians  under  my  care  is  the  influence  of  those  Indians  who  are 
bound  by  no  treaty  and  who  have  no  homes  ;  they  are  constantly  hold- 
ing out  inducements  to  the  Indians  on  the  reservation  to  join  them  in 
their  excursions  to  Mexico,  and  the  frontiers  of  Texas. 

Hearing,  as  the  Indians  do,  of  the  success  of  many  of  those  parties, 
they  naturally  wish  to  join  them,  and  in  a  few  instances  have.  Many 
of  the  depredations  recently  committed  on  the  frontier  settlements 
are  easily  traced  to  the  northern   Conianches,  who  pretend  to  be 
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friendly  with  the  whites,  and  receive  an  annuity  from  the  govern- 
ment. Very  recently  a  party  of  them  passed  near  this  reserve  ;  they 
were  seen  by  the  friendly  Indians,  aud  stated  to  them  that  they  had 
been  to  Mexico,  and  had  returned  by  the  way  of  the  frontier  settle- 
ments for  the  purpose  of  getting  horses,  and  that  they  had  an  engage- 
ment with  some  American  troops,  in  which  some  of  their  men  had 
been  wounded.  This  same  party  of  Indians  drove  off  some  beef 
cattle  belonging  to  the  Indian  trader,  Mr.  Barnard,  and  stole  from 
the  vicinity  of  Fort  Belknap  seven  head  of  horses. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  treaty  stipulations  are  not  more  rigidly 
enforced,  as  the  Indian  policy  of  the  government  cannot  succeed  un- 
less all  the  Indians  on  the  frontier  are  forced  to  observe  the  treaties 
they  have  made. 

There  are  now  on  this  reservation  557  Indians,  and  I  anticipate  in 
a  short  time  the  arrival  of  the  Tenamis  band,  numbering  some  four  or 
five  hundred  more  ;  they  are  now  but  a  few  days'  ride  from  here,  and 
are  making  preparations  to  come  in  and  become  permanent  settlers. 
I  feel  confident  that  the  Indians  now  here,  and  those  bands  belonging 
to  them  who  are  expected,  will  keep  the  treaty  they  have  made,  and 
abandon  the  roving  life  they  have  heretofore  led. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BAYLOR, 
Special  Agent  Texas  Indians. 

R.  S.  Neighbors, 

Supervising  Agent,  Brazos  Agency,  Texas. 


No.  10. 


Brazos  Agency,  Texas, 

September  30,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  following  report  as 
to  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  Texas  Indians  confided  to  my  im- 
mediate care  on  this  reservation : 

On  the  first  day  of  this  month  I  had  been  in  office  one  year,  and  in 
glancing  back  over  the  operations  of  that  time,  I  am  forcibly  convinced 
that  the  present  Indian  policy,  so  wisely  entertained  and  practically 
adhered  to,  has  occasioned  a  very  decided  improvement  in  the  moral 
and  mental  condition  of  these  Indians ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  in  a 
few  years  longer,  with  the  same  care  and  treatment  you  have  so  dili- 
gently superintended,  will  place  the  Texas  Indians  now  settled  upon 
this  reserve  far  in  advance  of  any  Indians  now  enjoying  the  protection 
of  our  government. 

There  are  at  present  some  outside  influences,  that  tend  in  some 
measure  to  disturb  that  quiet  of  the  Indians  on  this  reserve  so  greatly 
to  be  desired  ;  and  I  would  earnestly  recommend  the  propriety  of  set- 
tling down  upon  lands  similar  to  those  of  this  agency  the  now  roving 
and  hostile  bands  of  Comanches  and  Witchitas  living  north  of  us. 
Rumors  are  constantly  coming  into  the  Indian  villages  of  the  approach 
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of  stealing  parties  from  those  bands,  which  creates  an  excitement  ex- 
tremely detrimental  to  the  furtherance  of  the  present  policy  of  our 
government.  I  most  respectfully  suggest  that  this  matter  be  brought 
to  the  immediate  consideration  of  the  department  at  Washington.  A 
Witchita  chief  and  five  of  his  men  recently  visited  the  Wacoes  and 
Tahwaccanos  of  this  agency,  with  whom  they  have  been  intimately 
connected,  to  witness  the  prosperity  of  those  tribes  since  their  settle- 
ment. Their  visit  seems  to  have  been  highly  satisfactory  to  them, 
and  they  requested,  before  leaving,  that  their  people  might  also  be 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  general  government,  so  that  they  could 
be  settled  and  cared  for  like  those  they  saw  at  this  reservation. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  government  would  do  more  towards  the 
breaking  up  of  the  unsettled  affairs  above  us,  by  settling  those  tribes 
on  lands  similar  to  our  own,  as  it  seems  to  be  the  established  policy  of 
our  government  to  pacify.  I  think  that  the  sooner  our  border  Indians 
are  permanently  settled,  the  better  it  will  be  for  our  frontier  settlements. 

The  Indians  at  the  several  villages  have  neat  cottages,  with  good 
gardens  and  fields  adjacent,  and  the  many  conveniences  to  be  seen  on 
every  hand  give  me  abundant  evidence  of  the  progress  made  by  the 
Indians  since  their  settlement.  The  Caddoes  and  Anadahkos  show  a 
great  desire  for  the  adoption  of  the  customs  as  well  as  the  habits  of 
the  white  men.  They  have  also  held  themselves  ready  and  willing  to 
assist  in  rescuing  any  property  stolen  from  the  citizens  on  this  frontier 
by  the  roving  bands  of  hostile  Indians.  I  also  notice  that  these  Indians 
are  conquering  to  a  great  extent  their  old  disposition  for  roving ;  there 
seems  to  be  now  more  attraction  for  them  at  home  among  their  families. 
This  marked  advancement  in  their  civilization  is  evident  to  all  who 
visit  this  reservation. 

There  has  been  but  one  case  of  drunkenness  reported  to  me  during 
the  year,  and  that  was  by  the  Caddo  chief,  who  made  one  of  a  party 
who  took  me  to  the  place  where  the  liquor  was  sold,  (within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  intercourse  laws,)  and  assisted  me  in  destroying  it. 
The  several  chiefs,  and  principal  men  of  the  Indian  tribes  now  here, 
are  very  desirous  of  cutting  off  all  traffic  in  spirituous  liquors.  There 
have  been  no  depredations  committed  by  any  of  the  Indians  of  this 
reserve,  and  the  same  peaceful  relations  which  have  so  long  existed 
between  the  different  tribes  still  continue.  The  health  of  the  Indians 
during  the  year  has  been  remarkably  good,  but  very  few  deaths  occur- 
ring, which  is  attributable  to  the  cleanliness  of  themselves  and  their 
lodges. 

The  farms  did  not  yield  as  abundantly  as  was  expected ;  indeed 
there  was  not  enough  raised  for  the  subsistence  of  the  people  of  the 
reserve,  notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  exertions  of  the  Indians 
themselves.  The  early  appearance  of  the  grasshopper,  and  at  a  later 
period  the  extremely  dry  and  hot  weather,  precluded  the  possibility 
of  making  anything  like  half  a  crop.  I  have  had  turnips  sown  on 
the  farms,  and  am  now  preparing  for  wheat. 

There  is  a  large  number  of  children  of  both  sexes  among  the  Indians 
of  this  reserve.  They  are  growing  up  in  ignorance  and  superstition, 
which  might  be  averted  by  a  suitable  appropriation  for  educational 
purposes.     It  being  understood  by  a  majority  of  these  Indians  that 
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schools  would  prepare  the  rising  generation  for  the  more  useful  walks 
and  occupations  of  life,  I  would  therefore  recommend  that  the  attention 
of  the  department  be  called  to  this  important  subject.  The  result  of  the 
past  year's  operation  is,  that  the  different  tribes  have  fine  farms,  under 
good  fences,  and  in  a  good  state  for  next  year's  cultivation,  and  nothing 
but  the  most  unforeseen  accident  will  prevent  them  from  making  plenty 
for  their  subsistence,  and,  indeed,  a  surplus.  The  Caddoes  have  in 
cultivation  about  150  acres  of  land ;  the  Anadahkos  about  140  ;  the 
Wacoes  and  Tahwaccanos  150  ;  and  the  Tonkahuas  100  ;  all  of  which, 
as  before  stated,  are  in  good  condition  for  next  crop.  The  farmers  in 
the  employ  of  the  government  have  performed  their  duties  to  my  entire 
satisfaction,  and  the  contractors  have  not  failed  in  furnishing  supplies. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  ROSS, 
Special  Agent  Texas  Indians. 
Major  R.  S.  Neighbors, 

Supervising  Agent  Texas  Indians. 


No.  71. 


Office  of  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Santa  Fe,  September  30, 1856. 

Sir  :  Having  transmitted  to  your  office  monthly  reports  of  the  seve- 
ral Indian  agents  attached  to  this  superintendency,  and  also  from  this 
office,  giving  you  information  of  the  condition  of  Indian  affairs  for 
each  month  of  the  present  year,  an  elaborate  annual  report  is  deemed 
unnecessary. 

The  Mimbres  Apaches  have  remained  peaceable  and  quiet  since  the 
date  of  my  last  annual  report,  and  are  cultivating  the  soil  with  com- 
mendable diligence,  and  with  as  much  success  as  could  reasonably  be 
expected — so  much  so,  that  their  agent,  Doctor  Steck,  informs  me 
that  these  Indians  will  raise  half  enough  corn  and  vegetables  to  sub- 
sist the  band  during  the  next  year,  which  indicates  a  decided  im- 
provement of  their  condition.  I  regret  that  so  favorable  a  report  can- 
not be  made  of  the  conduct  and  condition  of  the  Mescalero  Apaches. 
These  Indians  are  charged  with  having  committed  numerous  depre- 
dations upon  the  white  citizens  of  this  Territory,  which  have  been 
reported  to  you  in  detail  through  the  monthly  reports  of  Agent  Steck. 
They  have  not  attempted  to  cultivate  the  soil,  but  continue  to  glean  a 
precarious  subsistence  by  the  chase,  and  occasional  thefts  and  rob- 
beries. Nor  do  I  believe  it  practicable  to  induce  these  Indians  to 
abandon  their  predatory  habits,  and  resort  to  a  cultivation  of  the  soil 
for  a  subsistence,  until  they  have  permanent  homes  assigned  and 
secured  to  them.  I  can  discover  no  improvement  in  their  condition; 
but  since  the  death  of  Palanquito,  the  head  chief,  his  son,  Cadete, 
who  succeeds  him,  has  surrendered  a  number  of  horses,  stolen  from 
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the  whites,  and  expresses  a  determination  to  use  his  best  efforts  to 
prevent  depredations  in  future. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  conduct  and  condition  of  the  Mescaleros 
are  to  some  extent  attributable  to  the  mistaken  policy  of  their  agent. 
When  peace  was  made  Viith  this  band,  in  June,  1855,  they  were  in  a 
very  destitute  condition ;  and  recovering  but  limited  relief  from  their 
agent,  they  resorted  to  theft,  which  induced  Agent  Steck  to  inform 
them,  in  December,  1855,  that  they  need  not  return  to  his  agency  for 
provisions  again  until  the  stolen  property  was  returned,  and  that  he 
was  no  longer  their  agent.  This  policy  was  calculated  to  relieve  the 
Indians  from  all  restraint,  and  was  adopted  and  persisted  in  with  a 
knowledge,  on  the  part  of  the  agent,  that  hunger  had  caused  the  In- 
dians to  steal;  for,  in  a  letter  to  this  office,  dated  January  IT,  1856, 
one  month  after  this  policy  was  adopted,  Agent  Steck  writes  as  fol- 
lows: "The  thefts  committed  by  the  Mescaleros,  about  Dona  Ana 
and  other  places,  in  my  opinion,  have  been  committed  to  satisfy 
hunger;  they  are  generally  one,  two,  and  three  animals,  and,  by  fol- 
lowing the  trails,  it  has  been  almost  invariably  found  that  they  were 
killed  and  eaten."  If,  then,  these  Indians  only  stole  a  few  animals  to 
satisfy  hunger,  which  were  immediately  eaten  up,  I  presume  that  it 
would  have  been  better  policy  to  have  relieved  their  wants,  than  to 
drive  them  from  the  agency,  with  instructions  not  to  return  again  for 
provisions  until  the  stolen  property  was  restored,  when,  in  all  proba- 
bility, this  stolen  property  had  been  eaten  up,  and  could  not  be  re- 
stored. As  soon  as  the  foregoing  facts  came  to  my  knowledge,  a 
change  of  policy  was  directed ;  since  which  time,  and  the  death  ot 
Palauquito,  I  have  heard  of  but  little  complaint. 

Of  the  Gila  Apaches,  embracing  the  Mogoyones,  the  Coyoteros,  the 
Tontos  and  Garroteros,  I  have  but  little  to  add  to  my  last  annual 
report.  During  the  last  spring,  parties  of  the  first-named  band,  on 
several  occasions,  committed  depredations  on  the  citizens  of  the  valley 
of  the  Kio  Grande — the  particulars  of  which,  together  with  the  results 
of  an  expedition  made  into  their  country,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Chandler,  of  the  United  States  army,  have  hereto- 
fore been  communicated  to  you  by  Agent  Steck,  through  this  office. 
The  Coyoteros,  Tontos,  and  Garroteros  are  so  far  removed  from  any 
agency  as  to  render  our  knowledge  of  their  condition  quite  limited; 
but  my  information  is,  that  none  of  the  Gila  Apaches  cultivate  the 
soil  to  any  very  considerable  extent,  or  have  made  any  other  very 
decided  advance  towards  civilization,  but  subsist  principally  by  the 
chase,  occasionally  robbing  the  peaceable  Pueblos  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Tucson,  and  travellers  on  the  road  from  El  Paso  to  California. 

The  Jicarilla  Apaches  have  been  charged  with  committing  several 
robberies  and  murders  during  the  past  summer;  but  upon  investi- 
gating these  charges,  although  there  appears  to  be  no  doubt  of  the 
offences  having  been  committed,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  these 
Indians  are  innocent,  and  that  those  of  the  Arkansas  are  the  guilty 
parties.  By  my  instructions,  Agent  Labadi  has  from  time  to  time 
supplied  the  Jicarillas  with  some  provisions  and  agricultural  imple- 
ments, which  have  enabled  them  to  live  in  comparative  comfort,  and 
to  cultivate  the  soil  to  a  limited  extent.     I  visited  them  in  their  own 
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country  during  the  forepart  of  the  present  month,  and  gave  them  a 
supply  of  clothing,  blankets,  implements  for  cooking,  hatchets,  knives, 
tobacco,  &c,  for  which  they  appeared  very  grateful;  and  they  ex- 
pressed great  friendship  for  the  whites,  and  a  desire  to  be  located  in 
J  permanent  homes  where  they  could  cultivate  the  soil  on  a  more  en- 
arged  scale. 

Of  the  Utahs,  I  have  but  little  to  add  to  my  last  annual  report. 
Both  the  Capote  and  Mohuache  bands  of  this  tribe  have  remained 
peaceable  and  quiet,  waiting  patiently  for  the  ratification  of  the  trea- 
ties concluded  between  them  and  the  commissioner  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  last  year,  and  professing  a  willingness 
to  commence  farming  next  spring,  provided  permanent  homes  are 
assigned  to  them.  At  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  the  Jicarilla 
Apaches,  I  also  caused  the  Capotes  and  Mohuaches  to  be  assembled, 
and  gave  them  similar  presents. 

During  the  last  spring  a  large  number  of  sheep  and  some  cattle  and 
horses  were  stolen  by  the  Navajoes,  and  several  persons  in  charge  of 
this  stock  were  killed.     The  agent  for  these  Indians,  H.  L.  Dodge, 
immediately  demanded  of  the  chiefs  and  headmen  a  restitution  of  the 
stolen  property,  and  a  surrender  of  the  murderers  for  trial  and  pun- 
ishment; and  being  supported  in  these  demands  by  Major  Kendrick, 
commanding  Fort  Defiance,  the  wealthy  men  of  the  tribe  have,  by 
contributions,  partially  indemnified  the  owners  of  the  property  stolen, 
and  still  profess  a  disposition  to  make  good  the  remainder  as  soon  as 
they  are  able  to  do  so.     But  they  say  that  the  perpetrators  of  these 
outrages  consist  of  a  few  bad  men  who  cannot  be  controlled ;  that  they 
have  fled  from  the  remainder  of  the  tribe,  and  cannot  be  apprehended; 
and  they  contend  that  the  whole  tribe  should  not  be  held  responsible 
for  the  conduct  of  a  few  bad  men.     They  also  informed  Agent  Dodge 
that  if  our  government  desired  to  punish  the  innocent  for  the  conduct 
of  the  guilty,  the  troops  might  come  on,  for  they  would  not  attempt 
to  get  out  of  the  way  or  resist.     This  language  was  held  after  first 
trying  a  more  defiant  tone,  and  finding  that  it  would  not  answer. 

I  have  heard  of  no  depredations  having  been  committed  by  the 
Navajoes  for  several  months  past;  and  it  is  my  decided  opinion  that 
a  very  large  majority  of  the  tribe  are  peaceably  disposed,  but  they 
have  a  set  of  bad  men  among  them  whom  those  well  disposed  either 
cannot  or  will  not  control;  and,  notwithstanding  these  unwarrantable 
and  unfortunate  occurrences,  this  tribe  continues  to  cultivate  the  soil, 
and  progress  towards  civilization  with  considerable  success.  They 
are  improving  their  condition  from  year  to  year,  and  a  necessity  for 
an  open  rupture  between  them  and  the  United  States  is  to  be  deplored ; 
as  a  successful  campaign  into  their  country  would  seriously  retard  the 
improvement  of  the  Indians,  and  an  unsuccessful  one  would  but  tend 
to  irritate  and  render  them  more  hostile. 

Although  this  Territory  has  not  remained  free  from  Indian  depre- 
dations since  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  yet  such  occurrences 
have  been  less  serious  than  during  any  preceding  year  since  my  ap- 
pointment to  this  office.  The  various  pueblos,  or  villages,  of  par- 
tially civilized  Indians,  located  in  various  sections  of  this  Territory, 
continue  to  maintain  their  character  as  peaceable  and  industrious 
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communities,  richly  deserving  the  fostering  care  and  assistance  of 
the  government.  They  continue  to  cultivate  the  soil  with  success, 
and,  as  a  general  rule,  are  free  from  the  want  of  any  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  Several  of  the  Pueblos  have  lost  their  grants  from  the 
governments  of  Spain  and  Mexico  for  the  lands  held  by  them,  and  in 
such  cases  their  agent,  A.  G.  Mayers,  has  taken  testimony  before  the 
surveyor  general  of  the  Territory  to  substantiate  their  claims  ;  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  all  such  cases  Congress  will  promptly  con- 
firm their  titles.  These  Indians  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  sup- 
plied with  agricultural  implements,  and  as  the  appropriation  for  this 
Purpose  is  not  yet  exhausted,  this  policy  is  proposed  to  be  continued, 
n  this  connexion  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  superin- 
tendent be  authorized  to  assign  some  of  the  Pueblos  to  other  agents, 
more  conveniently  situated  to  attend  to  their  interests  than  the 
Pueblo  agent  is,  because  some  of  the  Pueblos  are  located  distant  from 
their  agent,  but  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  some  other  agent,  who 
could  act  for  them  ;  for  instance,  the  pueblo  of  Taos  is  situated  within 
four  or  five  miles  of  the  Utah  agency,  whilst  it  is  over  seventy-five 
miles  from  the  Pueblo  agency.  Again,  the  Pueblos  of  Moqui  are 
about  eighty  miles  from  the  Navajo  agency,  and  over  three  hundred 
from  the  Pueblo  agency ;  therefore,  if  the  Pueblo  agent  desires  to 
visit  Moqui,  or  the  Indians  of  this  pueblo  should  wish  to  communi- 
cate with  their  agent,  either  party  must  make  a  journey  of  three  hun- 
dred miles  to  accomplish  the  object ;  and  they  must,  in  either  case, 
pass  immediately  by  the  Navajo  agency,  when,  if  these  pueblos  were 
assigned  to  the  last  mentioned  agency,  one  could  communicate  with 
the  other  by  travelling  eighty  miles ;  and  in  addition  to  these  consi- 
derations, the  Moquis  do  all  their  trading  at  Fort  Defiance,  where  the 
Navajo  agency  is  located. 

From  the  most  reliable  information  in  my  possession,  we  have  ac- 
quired, by  the  Gadsden  treaty  with  Mexico,  about  five  thousand  In- 
dians in  addition  to  those  heretofore  under  the  charge  of  this  super- 
intendency.  A  large  portion  of  this  accession  to  our  Indian  popula- 
tion consists  of  Pueblos,  situated  near  Tucson  ;  and,  as  a  military  post 
is  about  being  established  in  that  vicinity,  and  that  section  of  this 
Territory  is  now  being  rapidly  settled  by  our  people,  I  would  respect- 
fully recommend  that  an  additional  agent  or  sub-agent  be  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  the  interests  of  these  Indians.  They  are  removed 
to  a  distance  of  at  least  three  hundred  miles  from  any  other  agency, 
and  more  than  five  hundred  miles  from  the  Pueblo  agency.  The 
Gila  Apaches  commit  frequent  depredations  upon  them,  and  unless 
they  have  an  agent  at  hand  to  attend  to  their  interests,  their  rights 
may  be  trampled  upon.  This  agent  could  also  take  charge  of  the 
neighboring  Gila  Apaches.  These  recently  acquired  Pueblo  Indians 
are  represented  to  me  as  being  in  a  similar  state  of  civilization  as  the 
other  Pueblos  of  this  Territory.  They  reside  in  permanent  villages, 
have  comfortable  houses  built  of  adobes,  have  flocks  and  herds  around 
them,  and  rely  upon  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  for  a  subsistence — 
raising  wheat,  corn,  cotton,  and  other  vegetables.  They  are  divided 
into  six  pueblos,  or  villages,  but  whether  or  not  they  hold  their  lands 
under  grants  from  the  former  governments  of  their  country  I  am  not 
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informed  ;  but  presume  that  they  do,  as  they  have  been  permanently 
settled  for  a  great  number  of  years. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  the  Kiowas  and  other  In- 
dians of  the  Arkansas  river  have  made  several  expeditions  into  this 
Territory,  in  which  they  have  killed  a  number  of  the  Mohuach  Utahs, 
and  it  is  believed  several  whites,  and  taken  a  considerable  amount  of 
property.  About  the  16th  instant  a  war  party  of  Kiowas,  consisting 
of  ninety-five  warriors,  arrived  at  Albuquerque,  in  this  Territory, 
having  passed  to  the  centre  of  the  settled  portions  thereof.  They  rep- 
resented their  objects  to  be  to  see  our  people  and  country,  and  to  make 
war  on  the  Navajoes.  On  consultation  between  General  Garland  and 
myself,  orders  were  given  to  Major  Carlton,  commanding  at  Albu- 
querque, to  turn  these  Kiowas  back,  and  direct  them  to  return  to  their 
own  country,  and,  in  doing  so,  they  committed  several  depredations 
before  leaving  the  settlements. 

With  regard  to  estimates  for  the  necessary  appropriations  for  this 
superintendency  during  the  next  fiscal  year,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
to  my  estimates  for  the  present  year,  which  were  transmitted  to  your 
office  with  my  last  annual  report,  as  these  estimates  are  equally  ap- 
plicable to  the  next  fiscal  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  MERIWETHER, 
Governor ,  and  Superintendent  of 

Indian  Affairs  in  New  Mexico. 

Hon.  G.  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  Washington  City. 


No.  72. 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

(Xympia,  W.  T.y  May  31,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  19th  April,  giving 
me  authority  to  draw  upon  the  department  for  $10,000  per  month, 
commencing  with  the  month  of  December,  1855.  This  amount  will 
not,  however,  cover  the  expenditures  which  have  been  incurred,  and  I 
will  ask  authority  to  draw  for  an  additional  amount  not  to  exceed  five 
thousand  dollars  per  month.  My  original  requisition  was  for  $15,000 
per  month.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  I  am  actually  feeding,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  5,350  Indians  ;  that  the  number  will  probably  in- 
crease ;  that  the  expenses  of  expresses  are  very  heavy ;  ana  that  I  have 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  incurring  expenses  when  it  is  a  question 
of  peace  or  war.  The  views  of  the  department,  having,  as  they  do,  the 
hearty  concurrence  of  my  judgment,  the  result  of  my  personal  experi- 
ence here,  shall  be  faithfully  and  zealously  carried  out.  They  have 
been  my  governing  principles  of  action,  not  only  during  the  pendency 
of  the  war,  but  from  my  first  entrance  upon  the  duties  of  the  superin- 
tendency. 

I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  policy  of  protecting  the 
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friendly  Indians  and  preventing  their  taking  part  in  the  war  has  not 
only  been  completely  successful,  but  that  the  policy  of  kindness  and 
mercy  to  submissive  and  unconditional  prisoners  has  been  practically 
enforced,  and  has  the  concurrence  of  public  opinion  in  the  Territory. 

I  will  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  department  in  presenting  a  brief 
view  of  the  history  of  the  superintendency  from  the  commencement  of 
the  war.  The  war  broke  out  early  in  October,  confined  first  to  the 
Yakimas  and  Klikatats ;  it  gradually  extended  to  the  Tyh,  Deschutes, 
John  Day's,  and  Umatilla  Indians  of  Oregon,  to  the  Cayuses  and 
Walla- Wallas  of  Oregon  and  Washington,  and  to  the  Palouses,  all 
east  ot  the  Cascades,  and  to  detachments  from  several  bands  at  or  near 
the  head  of  Puget  Sound,  west  of  the  Cascade  mountains.  Being 
absent  in  attendance  on  the  Black  Foot  council,  the  duty  of  meeting 
this  difficult  emergency  devolved  upon  Acting  Governor  and  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs  Mason. 

The  circumstances  of  the  defection  of  the  Indians  on  Puget  Sound 
were  so  extraordinary  as  to  excite  universal  alarm  and  consternation 
through  all  classes  of  the  community,  and  to  create  a  universal  dis- 
trust of  the  fealty  of  all  the  tribes.  The  Indians  who  took  up  arms 
had  been  but  a  few  days  before  visited  by  Acting  Governor  Mason  and 
several  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Indian  service,  and  had  assured 
him  that  all  the  reports  of  their  meditating  an  outbreak  were  false, 
and  that  they  were  the  fast  friends  of  the  whites. 

The  uniform  good  conduct,  moreover,  of  all  the  leaders  of  the  party 
referred  to  had  been  such,  that  gentlemen  best  acquainted  with  the 
Indians  reposed  the  utmost  confidence  in  them. 

Leschi,  the  leader  of  the  hostiles  on  the  Sound,  was  familiarly 
known  to  most  of  our  citizens ;  had  in  part  adopted  the  habits  and 
usages  of  civilized  life,  was  a  good  farmer,  an  expert  hunter,  and  be- 
lieved to  be  an  honest  man. 

Nelson,  the  monster  who  perpetrated  the  massacre  on  White  river, 
was  in  like  manner  treated  and  respected  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  King. 

The  other  leaders  were  held  in  similar  trust.  I  have  never  heard 
of  any  charge  that  they  had  been  maltreated  by  the  settlers.  I  know 
they  were  treated  with  consideration  and  respect. 

Recollect,  Leschi  lived  within  three  hours'  ride  of  Olympia,  and  two 
hours  of  Steilacoom ;  that  he  frequently  visited  both  places  ;  and 
Nelson  was  a  welcome  and  frequent  visitor  to  the  town  of  Seattle,  and 
so  with  the  other  leaders.  Conceive,  therefore,  of  the  consternation 
of  this  whole  community,  when  the  Indians,  believed  to  be  the  most 
reliable,  in  direct  violation  of  their  solemn  word,  commenced  the  war 
by  the  massacre  of  an  entire  settlement. 

McAlister  and  Edgar  were  betrayed  and  shot  by  their  own  guides. 
McAlister  went  with  his  neighbor  Stahi  to  see  Leschi,  believing  that 
their  old  friendship  of  ten  years  could  be  appealed  to  to  induce  Leschi 
to  continue  friendly.  Stahi  treacherously  betrayed  and  shot  him  on 
the  road,  and  joined  the  enemy. 

Were  it  necessary,  I  could  give  many  cases.  Moses  and  Miles,  re- 
turning from  the  east  of  the  mountains  with  several  other  gentlemen, 
passed  through  the  camp  of  Leschi,  on  White  river,  believing  them  to 
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be  friends.  They  met  as  such,  shaking  hands  and  exchanging 
friendly  greetings;  but  as  soon  as  their backit  were  turned  the  Indians 
fired  upon  them,  and  Moses  and  Miles,  prominent  citizens,  the  first 
the  inspector  of  customs  at  Nisqually,  the  latter  a  lawyer  of  Olympia, 
and  one  of  the  colonels  of  the  territorial  militia,  were  the  first  mar- 
tyrs of  the  war.  Fortunately,  though  the  Indians  on  the  Sound  out- 
numbered the  whites  nearly  two  to  one,  we  have  a  law-abiding 
population,  and  we  had  a  superintendent,  Governor  Mason,  and  an 
agent  equal  to  the  emergency. 

Would  it  have  been  surprising  if  in  the  universal  alarm,  for  all  the 
Indians  began  to  show  unequivocal  signs  of  hostility,  the  inhabitants 
had  sought  safety  in  the  indiscriminate  massacre  of  all  Indians? 
Could  it,  even  under  the  circumstances,  have  brought  upon  them  the 
imputation  of  cruelty?  I  shall  not  answer  these  questions,  but  I  put 
them  as  the  most  significant  method  of  presenting  the  case. 

The  people  took  no  such  course.  They  sustained  the  course  of 
Governor  Mason  and  agent  M.  F.  Simmons,  in  protecting  all  Indians 
not  actually  in  the  hostile  ranks;  and  through  difficulties  and  discour- 
agements of  the  darkest  character  the  Indians,  four  thousand  in  num- 
ber, were  moved  from  the  war  ground  on  the  Sound  to  reservations, 
where  they  have  since  remained.  Not  an  Indian  was  killed  or  mo- 
lested except  in  battle. 

This  was  not  done  by  me ;  it  was  done  in  my  absence.  It  has  ex- 
cited in  my  heart  profound  emotions  of  gratitude  and  admiration. 
All  honor  I  say  to  a  people  and  to  officers  who,  in  such  dire  vicissi- 
tude, have  so  nobly  done  their  duty. 

My  work  was  elsewhere.  On  my  way  home,  as  I  have  reported,  I 
conciliated  all  the  tribes  east  and  west  of  the  hostile  bands,  appointed 
discreet  agents  for  all,  organized  the  Nez  Perces  to  resist  the  attempts 
of  the  hostiles,  and  prevented  a  large  number  of  Indians  from  joining 
in  the  war. 

Whether  motives  of  humanity  and  a  high  and  disinterested  sense 
of  duty  governed  me,  or  whether  I  simply  trimmed  my  sails  to  catch 
the  breeze  of  popular  favor,  in  setting  my  face  homeward  and  boldly 
fronting  the  perils  of  the  passage  of  the  mountains  in  winter,  and  of 
the  attacks  of  the  Indians  reported  to  be  in  arms,  is  for  others  to  de- 
cide. I  did  cross  the  mountains  in  snow,  I  did  conciliate  the  Cour 
d'Alenes,  the  Spokanes,  the  Colvilles — all  highly  excited.  I  organ- 
ized the  Ni*z  Perces.  I  sought  to  raise  up  a  wall  of  adamant  against 
the  extension  of  hostilities,  by  securing  the  confidence  of  these  tribes. 
I  have  done  my  whole  duty  with  an  honest  heart.  I  challenge  inves- 
tigation and  inquiry. 

I  have  given  and  now  give  my  positive  testimony,  that  the  Walla- 
Wallas,  the  Cayuses,  the  Umatillas,  were  bent  on  war ;  that  the 
advance  of  the  Oregon  volunteers  did  not  precipitate  them  into  war, 
and  that  it  and  it  alone  opened  a  safe  road  for  my  party. 

On  my  reaching  the  Sound,  I  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  carry  out 
the  Indian  policy  initiated  by  Gov.  Mason. 

Expresses  were  organized  soon  after  my  return,  to  communicate 
weekly  with  all  the  reservations.     Bands  of  Indian  auxiliaries  were 
organized.     The  Indians  were  struck.     Prisoners  were  treated  with 
47 
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mercy.  None  were  killed,  except  leaders  and  murderers.  I  point 
to  the  two  hundred  brought  in  from  back  of  Seattle  by  the  volun- 
teers, now  happy  on  a  reservation,  as  a  proof  of  the  humanity  of  our 
people.  My  last  communication  informed  you  that  those  against 
whom  there  was  evidence  were  being  tried  at  Seattle.  They  were 
tried,  and  tried  by  volunteer  officers,  and  have  all  been  found  not 
guilty,  and  they  are  now  secure  on  the  reservation. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  military 
commission,  which,  though  a  part  of  my  executive  proceedings,  I 
will  transmit  as  illustrative  of  the  care  taken  to  act  with  mercy  and 
justice. 

Soire  two  months  since  I  received  overtures  from  Tieas,  a  prom- 
inent Yakama  chief,  stating  that  he  never  countenanced  the  war,  and 
had  been  all  winter  with  his  camp  high  up  the  Yakama,  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  hostile  bands.  He  aesired  to  come  to  the  Sound  with 
all  his  people,  and  be  placed  on  a  suitable  reservation  till  the  war 
was  over. 

I  despatched  Agent  Simmons,  and  one  of  my  aids-de-camp,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  E.  C.  Fitzhugh,  to  the  Falls  of  the  Sno-qual-mie,  to 
communicate  with  Tieas,  and  to  arrange  his  moving  over.  The 
messengers  found  that  Tieas'  camp  had  been  moved,  and  they  return- 
ed without  seeing  him.  Messengers  were  despatched  a  second  and 
third  time,  and  last  evening  I  received  the  welcome  intelligence  that 
Tieas  had  sent  two  chosen  men  to  communicate  with  me.  The  mes- 
sengers of  Tieas  are  now  at  Holmes'  Harbor,  and  the  agent,  Colonel 
Simmons,  is  on  his  way  there  to  bring  them  to  Olympia.  They  are 
expected  here  on  the  3d  of  June. 

I  feel  bound  here  to  commend  to  the  department  the  services  ot 
Agent  M.  S.  Simmons,  who  has  shown  through  all  these  difficulties 
a  humanity,  a  courage,  and  a  sagacity,  equal  to  the  emergency.  It 
was  Simmons  who  superintended  in  person  the  removal  of  the  In- 
dians. It  was  Simmons  who  practically  tested  the  safety  of  employ- 
ing Indian  auxiliaries.  It  was  Simmons  who,  in  any  threatened 
outbreak  of  the  friendly  Indians,  was  always  at  the  point  of  danger 
to  pacify  and  conciliate  them.  Yes,  Simmons  was  even  at  the  post 
of  danger,  and  his  infamous  calumniator,  J.  S.  Smith,  whose  false- 
hoods prevented  his  appointment  of  agent  for  a  year  and  a  half,  has 
abandoned  the  Territory,  and  gone  to  Oregon  for  safety. 

Difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  procuring  the  services  of 
suitable  local  agents,  and  some  changes  have  in  consequence  been 
made.  Of  the  five  local  agents  on  duty  on  my  return  only  two 
remain,  and  at  one  of  the  agencies  a  suitable  person  was  not  found 
till  two  persons  had  been  successively  displaced.  The  present  agents 
are  all  faithful  and  efficient,  and  several  of  them  are  remarkably 
efficient. 

Captain  Sydney  S.  Ford,  jr.,  and  Lieutenant  W.  Goswell,  success- 
fully led  Indian  auxiliaries  the  past  winter,  and  they  showed  a  judg- 
ment and  sagacity  which  pointed  them  out  as  suitable  persons  for 
local  agents.  Captain  Ford  has  charge  of  the  local  agency  opposite 
Steilacoom,  and  Lieutenant  Goswell  of  that  near  Olympia.     On 
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these  reservations  are  1,100  Indians.     They  are  all  connected  with 
the  hos  tiles,  but  are  now  entirely  happy  and  contented. 

The  father  of  Captain  Ford,  the  Hon.  S.  S.  Ford,  sen.,  an  honored 
citizen  of  the  Territory  since  1846,  has  been  throughout  the  war  the 
local  agent  of  the  Upper  Chehalis,  and  I  have  since  appointed  him 
to  the  charge  of  a  district,  including  the  Upper  and  Lower  Chehalis  ; 
the  Indians  on  the  coast  and  the  Cowlitz  Indians  are  in  charge  of 
special  Agent  Simon  Plomondeau. 

Both  the  upper  Chehalis  find  the  Cowlitz  have  been  repeatedly  on 
the  verge  of  hostility,  especially  the  upper  Chehalis.  Special  Indian 
Agent  Ford  had  lived  with  them  ten  years,  and  when  all  his  neigh- 
bors believed,  for  many  weeks,  his  life  was  in  danger,  he  remained  at 
his  home  with  the  Indians  about  him.  Just,  prudent,  and  intrepid, 
through  the  long  nights  of  a  dreary  winter,  did  this  good  old  man 
stand  at  his  post,  his  neighbors  all  living  in  block-houses,  and  kept  his 
charge  faithfully.  Leschi  had  three  friends  in  the  camp,  who  used 
every  exertion  to  precipitate  the  tribe  into  war.  On  my  return  from 
the  Blackfeet  country  Judge  Ford  gave  me  their  names,  and  explained 
his  plan  of  preventing  an  outbreak.  His  Indians  kept  guard  every 
night.  The  suspected  Indians  were  simply  not  allowed  their  guns. 
When  his  son,  Captain  Ford,  took  charge  of  a  party  of  Indian  aux- 
iliaries, he  selected  two  of  these  suspected  persons.  They  attempted  to 
kill  Captain  Ford  on  the  road.  They  led  him  by  wrong  paths.  Once 
they  cocked  and  levelled  a  gun  at  him.  Were  Ford  killed,  it  would  have 
been  imparted  to  the  whole  party.  The  instigators  would  have  said,  you 
will  be  killed  anyhow,  join  the  hostUes  with  your  tribe  and  let  us  fight  the 
whites;  and  this  was  the  plan  of  these  fellows  to  get  the  whole  Chehalis 
tribe  to  join  the  hostiles.  But  Ford,  an  admirable  specimen  of  the 
American  youth,  of  quick  eye,  powerful  frame,  manly  presence,  ex- 

Suisite  tact,  and  courage  equal  to  all  emergencies,  brought  the  gun 
own  by  a  single  calm  glance,  and  with  death  menacing  him  on  all 
sides  made  his  scout  and  brought  his  Indians  home.  The  two  would- 
be  murderers  have  since  become  reliable  men  for  Indians.  They  went 
with  him  frequently  on  scouts  afterwards. 

Lieutenant  Gosnell  had  a  similar  experience.  On  organizing  his 
party,  after  consultation  with  me,  it  was  determined  to  place,  as  the 
chief  of  the  party,  the  Indian  John,  who  had  threatened  to  join  the 
war  party,  believing  that  he  simply  needed  a  field  of  activity  to  make 
him  contented.  Not  only  did  it  have  the  desired  effect,  but  it  tended 
very  materially  to  quiet  and  conciliate  the  whole  body  of  Indians  now 
on  the  reservation  near  Olympia  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Gosnell. 

If  the  infamous  caluminators  of  the  people  of  this  coast  could  have 
been  present  at  some  of  the  interviews  and  consultations  between  Sim- 
mons, the  two  Fords,  Gosnell,  and  myself,  they  would  hang  down 
their  heads  for  shame  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives  for  having  so 
grossly  perverted  the  truth  of  history. 

I  trust  that  your  own  practical  experience  with  Indians  will  show 
you  there  must  have  been  thought,  and  work,  and  sagacity,  and  firm- 
ness, and  a  steady  purpose,  and  a  determination  to  direct  and  not  fol- 
low public  opinion,  which  has  led  to  the  present  condition  of  things  on 
the  Bound. 
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I  turn  now  to  the  looal  reservation  in  charge  of  Simon  Plomondeau. 
It  is  near  the  Cowlitz  Landing,  in  the  county  of  Lewis.  A  considera- 
hlo  portion  of  the  inhabitants  are  Canadians  and  half-breeds,  between 
whom  and  those  of  American  origin  there  is  much  jealousy.  The 
Canadian  population  have  confidence  in  the  Indians.  The  Americans 
have  not.  It  has  been  believed  by  the  latter  that  the  Indians  have 
several  times  been  on  the  eve  of  an  outbreak ;  yet  not  only  have  peace 
and  good  feeling  been  maintained,  but  not  a  case  has  occurred  of  indi- 
vidual ill  treatment. 

Look  now  to  the  Nez  Perces.  The  agent,  Wm.  Craig,  has  been  with 
them  the  past  winter  and  till  lately,  and  so  long  as  the  Oregon  volun- 
teers occupied  the  Walla-Walla  valley  they  have  been  entirely  friendly. 
I  have  written  them  from  time  to  time  and  have  had  messages  sent 
to  the  Spokanes  and  adjoining  tribes,  to  which  proper  responses  have 
been  made. 

June  3d. — The  messengers  of  Tieas  and  Ouhi  arrived  to-day.  They 
left  the  hostile  camp  in  front  of  Colonel  Wright,  on  the  Nachess,  on 
Friday,  May  23d.  They  report  that  Ouhi,  Tieas,  Layhite,  Schlome, 
and  Schoaway  are  for  peace.  That  Kam-i-a-kin  has  gone  to  the  Pa- 
louses  to  tell  them  to  stop  fighting,  and  that  The  Five  Crows  and  the 
hostile  Cayuses  are  in  the  Spokane. 

I  have  sent  back  word  to  Tieas  and  Ouhi  that  if  they  desire  peace 
they  must  submit  unconditionally  to  the  justice  and  mercy  of  the 
government,  and  that  those  who  have  encouraged  the  war  and  been 
•engaged  in  murders  must  be  given  up  to  punishment. 

Colonel  Simmons  is  instructed  to  go  with  them  up  the  Sno-ho-mish 
to  the  large  prairie  above  the  falls  of  the  Sno-qual-mie,  to  send  them 
over  to  the  camp,  and  to  say  to  them,  "  Come  to  the  prairie,  above 
the  falls  of  the  Sno-qual-mie,  and  give  yourselves  up.  The  governor 
is  desirous  to  spare  the  shedding  of  blood,  therefore,  come  quickly." 

I  am  of  opinion  that  whilst  Tieas  and  Ouhi  are  probably  in  favor  of 

feace,  the  remainder  are  not.  That  Kam-i-a-kin  has  gone  to  the 
blouse  to  beat  up  recruits ;  had  his  object  been  peace  he  would  have 
sent  a  messenger.  That  Schlome  and  Schoaway,  his  brothers,  are  left 
behind  as  a  blind  and  to  watch  Ouhi  and  Tieas.  This  is  my  opinion, 
and  I  shall  act  on  it ;  hence  my  stern  decisive  message  to  the  camp. 

Colonel  Fitzhugh  is  ordered  to  accompany  Colonel  Simmons  to  the 
falls  to  make  arrangements  with  the  troops,  to  the  end  that  the  friendly 
Indians  may  come  in  safety  to  the  place  of  meeting,  and  I  shall  im- 
mediately push  up  a  large  quantity  of  provisions  for  their  sustenance. 

June  4th. — My  express,  this  evening,  brought  letters  from  the  In- 
dian dhiefs  in  the  Spokane,  stating  that  they  were  friendly  to  the 
Americans,  and  would  not  join  in  the  war.  Gary,  the  Spokane  chief, 
•says  the  Cayuses,  Five  Crows,  and  the  Young  Chief,  acting  for  the 
»tribe,  desire  peace.  He  thinks  it  would  be  right  to  make  peace  with 
ttlie  Cayuses,  but  not  with  the  Yakamas. 

The  friendly  feeling  of  the  Spokanes  is  confirmed  by  George  Mon- 
tour, the  interpreter,  living  in  the  Spokane. 

I  have  doubts  about  the  condition  of  things  in  the  Spokane.  The 
Five  Crows  is  one  of  the  most  vindictive  enemies  of  the  whites,  and 
one  of  the  original  instigators  of  the  war.     In  my  mind  his  presence 
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there  is  indicative  as  much,  or  even  more,  that  the  Spokanes  are  ready 
to  join  in  the  war,  as  that  the  Cayuses  are  desirous  of  peace. 

This  evening  I,  accordingly,  wrote  letters  to  the  river,  urging  the 
Walla- Walla  expedition  forward  with  all  possible  energy.  All  the 
information  thus  far  derived  goes  to  satisfy  me  that  the  condition  of 
things  in  the  interior  is  bad. 

June  bth. — An  express  sent  by  my  orders  to  the  camp  of  Colonel 
Wright,  on  the  Nachess,  reached  me  this  evening,  with  information 
going  to  confirm  my  previous  impressions  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
interior.  The  express  left  the  volunteer  camp  at  Camp  Montgomery, 
on  Thursday,  May  22d,  proceeded  over  the  Nachess  Pass,  and  reached 
Wright' 8  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  2*7 th,  leaving  that  camp  on 
Saturday,  May  31st,  he  reached  the  Dalles  on  June  1st,  and  this 
place  on  the  evening  of  the  5th. 

I  have  not  time  to  write  at  length.  The  whole  interior  is  ripe  for 
war.  One-half  of  the  Nez  Perces  are  about  to  join  the  war  party. 
The  Spokanes,  Cour  d'Alenes,  Colvills,  and  Okiakanes  have  accepted 
horses  as  the  price  of  their  services.  They  say  to  the  friendly  Nez 
Perces,  join  us  in  the  war  against  the  whites  or  we  will  rub  you  out. 
A  portion  of  the  Snakes  have  joined  them. 

Colonel  Wright  met  the  hostiles  on  the  8th.  My  express  left  his 
camp  on  the  30th.  The  Indians  had  not  been  struck,  but  there  had 
been  parleying  about  peace.  What  is  the  result?  Kam-i-a-kin  has, 
perhaps,  effected  a  combination  of  all  the  tribes,  including  one-half 
of  the  Nez  Perces,  and  the  general  Indian  war,  of  which  I  have  been 
apprehensive,  is  about  to  burst  upon  us,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
inactive  and  bad  management  of  the  regular  troops.  There  should 
not  have  been  a  word  about  peace  till  a  blow  had  been  struck  and  the 
enemy  beaten. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  2*7th  May,  received  from  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Craig,  in  the  Nez  Perces  country.  It  tells  the  whole  story. 
It  shows  what  the  Oregon  volunteers  effected  in  the  way  of  preserving 
peace  by  their  occupancy  of  the  Walla- Walla  valley.  It  confirms  the 
absolute  necessity  of  my  course  in  organizing  and  pushing  forward 
the  Walla- Walla  expedition. 

I  shall,  to-morrow,  visit  the  camp  at  Montgomery,  to  confer  with 
Colonel  Shaw  in  regard  to  the  expedition  over  the  Nachess  into  the 
Yakama;  and  on  Monday  go  to  the  Dalles  to  urge  forward,  with  all 
possible  energy,  the  expedition  to  the  Walla- Walla. 

I  hope,  sir,  to  save  the  Nez  Perces  and  the  Spokanes.  It  can  only 
be  done  by  the  presence  of  troops  to  protect  them  from  the  hostiles. 

I  beg  you,  sir,  most  attentively  to  weigh  the  letter  of  Colonel  Craig, 
and  bear  in  mind  that  he  is  a  man  of  nerve,  judgment,  and  great 
experience. 

Consider,  too,  the  words  of  Lawyer,  the  head  chief  of  the  Nez 
Perces,  who  considers  the  greater  portion  of  his  tribe  unreliable. 

Truly  and  respectfully  your  most  obedient, 

ISAAC  I.  STEVENS, 
Governor  and  Superintendent. 

Hon.  George  W.  Manntpennt, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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No.  73. 

Headquarters  Com.  M,  2d  Eeo't  W.  T.  Vom., 

Lapuaiy  May  27,  1856. 

Sir  :  On  receiving  your  instructions  I  sent  expresses  to  Colville, 
Cour  d'Alene,  and  to  Montour  ;  their  answers  I  send  enclosed.  A 
few  days  after  the  express  arrived,  a  large  party  started  for  this  place, 
which  was  raised,  perhaps,  after  the  express  left  there.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  the  Spokanes,  or  at  least  a  part,  have  joined  the  war  party; 
they  are  determined  on  fighting  the  Nez  Perces,  who  beg  and  pray 
their  Big  Chief  to  send  them  some  help  ;  they  are  here  in  the  midst 
of  their  enemies,  without  ammunition,  and  they  ask  for  their  white 
friends  to  come  and  help  them. 

The  volunteers  having  all  abandoned  the  country,  and  hearing 
nothing  of  the  regulars,  there  is  a  cloud  of  Indians  collected  in  the 
Spokane  country,  they  say,  to  rub  out  the  few  whites  and  Nez  Perces 
who  are  here.  There  is  very  little  doubt  but  the  Indians  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  Upper  Columbia  have  joined  the  war  party,  as  they 
have  received  their  horses  for  pay  for  so  doing.  There  are  now  Cay- 
uses,  Palouses,  Spokanes,  Okinekanes,  Cour  d'Alenes,  and  Colville 
Indians,  a  part  of  each  of  which  tribes  is  now  this  side  of  the  Spokane 
prairie.  They  say  they  have  made  all  the  whites  run  out  of  the 
country,  and  will  now  make  all  the  friendly  Indians  do  the  same. 
They  have  sent  to  the  Snakes,  and  a  party  has  already  joined  them. 

What  are  the  people  of  the  lower  country  about?  Have  they 
abandoned  the  country  forever,  or  are  they  giving  the  Indians  a 
chance  to  collect  from  all  parts  and  break  up  all  friendly  parties. 
They  say,  what  can  the  friendly  Indians  do  ;  they  have  no  ammuni- 
tion and  the  whites  will  give  them  none.  We  have  plenty ;  come 
and  join  us  and  save  your  lives,  or  we  will  take  your  property  any- 
how. 

A  party  came,  a  few  days  ago,  of  Cay  uses,  Spokanes,  and  of  other 
bands,  to  the  number  of  seventy,  to  the  Red  Wolf's  country,  and 
crossed  from  there  to  the  Looking  Glass,  on  their  way  to  this  place. 
They  talked  very  saucy  ;  the  volunteers  went  to  prevent  them  from 
crossing  Snake  river ;  the  Looking  Glass  told  them  they  would  not 
cross.  They  said  they  had  come  to  get  horses  for  the  Spokanes  to 
ride ;  that  Gary  was  going  to  head  their  party  to  the  Nez  Perces 
country  and  learn  those  people  who  their  friends  were ;  and  they 
would  find  out  who  said  the  Cayuses  should  not  pass  in  their  country; 
and  the  Nez  Percys  are  very  much  alarmed,  as  there  are  but  few  of 
them  who  can  be  depended  upon. 

The  Lawyer  says  that  the  people  on  Snake  river  and  the  north  side 
of  Clear  Water  cannot  be  depended  upon,  as  they  do  not  come  near 
us.  I  sent  for  them  when  I  received  your  instructions,  that  I  could 
talk  with  them,  but  they  did  not  come ;  they  said  that  Governor 
Stevens  was  too  far  off  to  talk  with  him,  but  that  when  he  came  up  they 
would  see  him.  And  as  there  are  but  a  few,  from  the  forks  up  to  the 
Lawyer's  country  and  Salmon  river  people,  that  will  fight  if  attacked, 
they  wish  me  to  move  up  to  their  country ;  they  say,  we  have  no 
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ammunition  to  defend  ourselves  here,  so  near  the  enemy's  country. 
Now,  sir,  you  can  see  how  I  am  situated  at  this  place.  You  said 
when  we  parted  in  Walla- Walla  valley  that  you  would  send  me  some 
supplies  early  in  the  spring.  I  have  been  expecting  them  since  that 
time,  but  have  received  none,  nor  even  heard  of  any.  I  am  entirely 
out  of  everything.  I  have  not  even  salt  for  my  bread,  and  I  cannot 
remain  in  this  country  entirely  destitute  of  everything.  I  want  pow- 
der, ball,  caps,  flints,  sugar,  coffee,  salt,  tobacco,  and  clothing  for 
men  and  families.  If  we  do  not  get  supplies,  we  will  be  compelled 
to  move  to  where  we  can  get  them.  It  is  necessary  for  two  companies 
to  be  sent  into  this  country  immediately,  for  the  safety  of  the  people 
and  property  in  it. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  shortly,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CRAia, 
Special  Agent  Nez  Perces,  Lt.  Gel.  W.  T.  Vols. 

Isaac  I.  Stevens,  Esq., 

Governor  and  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  W.  T. 


No.  74. 


Council  Ground,  Fort  Mason, 
WaUa- Walla  Valley,  Washington  Territory,  August  31, 1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  reached  this  valley  on  the 
23d  instant,  and  immediately  caused  expresses  to  be  sent  to  the  Nez 
Perces,  Spokanes,  Colvilles,  and  Cour  d'Alenes,  announcing  my  ar- 
rival, and  that  I  expected  them  all  at  the  council.  Word  was  again 
sent  to  the  hostiles,  inviting  them  to  come  in  and  submit  to  the  justice 
and  mercy  of  the  government.  The  advance  of  the  Nez  Percys 
reached  this  point  yesterday,  and  the  whole  nation — men,  women,  and 
children — will  be  here  on  Wednesday,  September  3.  An  express 
reached  this  place  last  evening  from  Father  Ravalli,  the  superior  of 
the  Cour  d'Alene  mission,  informing  me  that  he  would  visit  in  per- 
son the  several  tribes,  convey  anew  to  them  my  message,  and  that  he 
expected  that  not  only  would  delegations  from  all  the  friendly  tribes 
on  and  in  the  neighbeorhood  of  the  Spokane  be  present,  but  some  oi 
the  hostile  chiefs.  The  good  father  will  be  here  in  person  in  some 
few  days,  and  will  bring  definite  information  as  to  the  parties  who 
may  be  expected  to  be  present. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  council  will  be  opened  till  about  Mon- 
day, September  8;  and  I  shall  probably  be  detained  here  through 
that  week. 

The  Nez  Perces  are,  as  they  were  last  year,  satisfied,  and  deter- 
mined to  maintain  their  friendship  with  the  whites. 

I  shall  cause  a  most  careful  and  minute  record  to  be  kept  of  all  the 
proceedings  of  this  council  for  transmission  to  your  office.  The  main 
object  of  the  council,  which  is  to  strengthen  and  confirm  the  friend- 
ship of  the  tribes  who  have  not  broken  into  hostility,  I  trust  will  be 
accomplished. 
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I  c&nnot  learn,  either  from  the  communications  of  the  department 
or  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  whether  the  treaties  made  with  the 
Indians  of  the  Sound,  and  with  the  Nez  Perces  and  Flatheads,  will 
be  confirmed.  The  agent  of  the  Flatheads,  Dr.  Lansdale,  is  now  at 
my  camp,  and  he  reports  in  the  strongest  terms  in  commendation  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Flathead  nation.  They  have  faithfully  observed 
the  terms  of  their  treaty  with  the  Blackfeet,  and  the  Blackfeet  have 
been  faithful,  likewise,  on  all  occasions.  They  have  shown  the  strong- 
est proofs  of  friendship  towards  the  whites,  and  of  confidence  in  the 
government. 

Should  these  treaties  not  be  confirmed  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  I  will  most  earnestly  urge  the  department  to  give  them  its 
sanction,  so  they  may  become  the  law  of  the  land  at  the  next  session. 
If  any  explanations  are  required  by  the  department,  I  will  respect- 
fully ask  that  I  be  early  advised  of  them,  in  order  that  I  may  report 
upon  the  matter  in  season. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

ISAAC  I.  STEVENS, 
Governor  and  Superintendent. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington  city,  D.  C. 


No.  75. 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 
Dayton,  Oregon  Territory,  January  27,  1856. 

Dear  General  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  by 
Father  Cherouse,  of  Walla- Walla,  to  the  father  at  the  Dalles  mission, 
the  contents  of  which  I  think  merits,  and  should  receive,  immediate 
attention.  The  picture  may  be  strongly  drawn,  but  unfortunately  for 
the  character  and  reputation  of  our  troops,  I  fear  it  is  too  true.  1 
have,  I  think,  undeniable  evidence  that  apportion  of  the  Indians  in 
the  country  referred  to  are,  and  have  been,  desirous  of  peace,  and  are 
willing  to  submit  to  almost  any  sacrifice  to  obtain  it,  but  there  may 
be  a  point  beyond  which  they  could  not  be  induced  to  go  without  a 
struggle. 

I  am  firmly  of  opinion  that  nothing  short  of  the  immediate  occu- 
pancy of  that  country  by  regular  United  States  troops  can  save  these 
tribes  from  a  participation  in  this  war,  the  result  of  which  would  be 
to  deluge  the  country  in  blood,  and  cast  a  stain  of  reproach  upon  our 
national  reputation,  as  it  is  within  our  power  to  prevent  it  and  restore 
our  country  to  a  state  of  peace  and  quietude.  To  enable  this  depart- 
ment to  maintain  guarantees  secured  these  Indians  by  treaty  stipula- 
tions, and  carry  out  the  policy  of  the  government  in  its  efforts  to  col- 
onize these  Indians  upon  the  reservations  designated,  I  have  to  request 
that  you  will  direct  at  least  one  hundred  United  States  troops  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  the  Cayuse  country,  to  aid  the  agents  of  this  depart- 
ment to  establish  an  Indian  encampment  upon  the  Cayuse  reserva- 
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tion.  Our  efforts  to  establish  an  encampment  at  that  point,  unaided 
by  the  military  arm  of  the  government,  under  the  existing  state  of 
affairs,  would  be  useless,  and  no  efforts  will  be  made  to  effect  such  an 
object  in  that  quarter  until  such  aid  can  be  given. 

The  Cayuse  reservation  is  situated  about  thirty  miles  southeast  from 
Fort  Walla-Walla,  and  upon  the  Umatilla  river,  at  that  point  where 
the  emigrant  wagon  road  reaches  the  western  slope  of  the  Blue  moun- 
tains. It  is  at  this  point  that  I  desire  to  establish  an  encampment,  so 
as  to  enable  us  to  commence  active  operations  for  the  permanent  loca- 
tion of  those  tribes. 

Immediately  on  my  return  home,  I  contemplate  writing  you  more 
in  detail,  giving  the  condition  of  affairs  in  southern  Oregon,  and  the 
progress  made  in  congregating  Indians  upon  the  coast  reservation.  I 
may  say  now,  however,  that  owing  to  the  extreme  inclemency  of  the 
weather  and  wretched  condition  of  the  roads,  it  was  deemed  unadvisa- 
ble  by  the  agent  and  Captain  Smith  to  attempt  the  removal  of  the  In- 
dians at  Fort  Lane  before  spring,  and  consequently  no  escort  was  ob- 
tained for  other  bands. 

Application  for  an  escort  in  the  removal  of  the  Umpquas  has  been 
made,  and  it  is  presumed  you  will  be  advised  through  the  proper  chan- 
nel. Very  little  good  can  be  accomplished  unless  I  am  sustained  by 
the  troops  in  the  regular  service,  and  I  cannot  but  believe  that  I  shall 
receive  your  co-operation  in  carrying  out  the  policy  of  the  government, 
a  failure  to  obtain  which  would  subject  me  to  the  most  humiliating 
mortification,  as  I  should  regret  very  much  to  see  the  humane  policy 
to  better  the  condition  of  these  Indians  frustrated  by  the  interference 
of  designing,  intriguing,  corrupt  and  vicious  demagogues,  such  as  are 
now  barking  at  the  heels  of  every  public  officer  who  has  the  moral 
courage  to  oxpress  his  disapprobation  of  the  savage  and  brutal  conduct 
of  these  miscreants  who  have  provoked  this  war,  or  who  dare  differ  in 
opinion  upon  any  subject  in  which  they  may  figure.  This  interfer- 
ence on  the  part  of  such  persons  can  have  no  other  effect  than  to 
awaken  the  fears  of  the  natives,  and  arouse  weak-minded  persons  to  a 
senseless  opposition  to  the  measures  deemed  essential  to  the  efficacy  ot 
the  service  ;  but  that  opposition  is  nevertheless  effective,  if  unaided  by 
a  force  to  awe  lawless  persons  and  give  confidence  to  the  Indians. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JOEL  PALMER, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  Oregon  Territory. . 

Major  General  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  Padfic  Department  TJ.  S.  Army, 

San  Francisco,  California. 

A  true  copy  from  my  letter  book. 

JOEL  PALMER, 
Superintendent  Indian  A  fairs. 
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No.  76. 


Tamaunla,  January  15,  1856. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  We  thought  ourselves  saved  and  relieved  from  em- 
barrassment by  the  victory  of  the  whites  and  the  flight  of  the  savages, 
but  have  been  greatly  mistaken.  The  volunteers  are  without  disci- 
pline, without  order,  and  similar  to  madmen.  Menaced  with  death 
every  day,  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  the  Indians  who  have 
so  nobly  followed  the  order  of  Mr.  Palmer  to  remain  faithful  friends 
of  the  Americans,  have  already  disposed  of  their  provisions. 

To-day  these  same  volunteers  are  not  yet  satisfied  with  rapine  and 
injustice,  and  wish  to  take  away  the  small  remnant  of  animals  and 
provisions  left.  Every  day  they  run  off  the  horses  and  cattle  of  the 
friendly  Indians.  I  will  soon  be  no  longer  able  to  restrain  them,  (i.  e. 
the  friendly  Indians.)  They  are  indignant  at  conduct  so  unworthy  of 
the  whites,  who  have  made  so  many  promises  to  respect  and  protect 
them  if  they  remain  faithful  friends.  I  am  very  sure,  if  the  volunteers 
are  not  arrested  in  their  brigand  actions,  our  Indians  will  save  them- 
selves by  flying  to  the  homes  of  their  relations,  the  Nez  Perces,  who 
have  promised  them  help,  and  then  all  those  Indians  of  Oregon  would 
join  in  the  common  defence  until  they  be  entirely  exterminated. 

I  call  upon  the  justice  of  men,  and  particularly  upon  General  Wool. 
Let  him  send  us  fifty  regular  troops,  at  least,  to  protect  us  and  the 
friendly  Indians,  and  stop  the  grand  combination  of  savages.  Let 
him  send  us  help  immediately;  I  think  our  conduct  merits  it.  I 
think  that  all  we  nave  done  to  assist  our  government  during  the  late 
critical  disturbances  merits  this  favor.  Let  the  assistance  which  we 
ask  be  sent  up  speedily,  or  we  are  lost. 

I  pray  you,  my  dear  sir,  for  the  love  I  have  for  my  government 
and  this  new  country,  for  the  love  of  Heaven  and  justice,  to  present 
these  things  to  General  Wool,  and  by  so  doing  you  will  render  a  great 
service  to  our  country  and  to  our  citizens.  Do  not  fail  to  submit  these 
lines  to  General  Wool. 

I  am  much  pressed  for  time.     Adieu.     Pray  for  me. 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 


Father  Mesplier,  Dalles. 


E.  CHEROUSE,  0.  if. 


No.  77. 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

Dayton,  0.  T.,  February  11,  1856. 

Sir  :  My  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo  informed  you  that  I  bed  received 
a  letter  from  Agent  R.  B.  Metcalfe,  asking  an  escort  of  United  States 
tro  jps  to  enable  him  to  proceed  with  an  immigrating  Indian  party 
from  Umpqua  valley  to  the  coast  reservation.  I  have  the  honor,  nere- 
with,  to  enclose  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Major  Bains,  United  States 
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army,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort  Vancouver,  applying  for  a 
detachment  of  United  States  soldiers,  and  the  reply  of  Colonel  Wright, 
in  command  of  that  post,  declining  to  send  them. 

Prior  to  the  reception  of  Colonel  Wright's  reply,  I  have  sent  discreet 
messengers  to  explain  to  the  inhabitants  along  the  route  to  be  travelled 
by  these  Indians  the  objects  sought  to  be  attained  in  their  removal, 
and  that  the  immigrating  party  consisted  wholly  of  the  peaceable  and 
friendly  bands  of  Umpqua  valley.  A  full  explanation  of  the  policy 
of  the  government  in  regard  to  these  Indians,  and  the  correction  ol 
the  erroneous  impressions  imbibed,  with  an  exhibit  of  a  few  sections 
of  the  intercourse  laws,  together  with  the  energetic  and  determined 
action  of  Agent  Metcalfe,  had  the  effect  to  deter  persons  from  resisting 
by  force  our  efforts  to  move  these  people. 

On  the  2d  instant  Agent  Metcalfe  arrived  at  the  encampment  in 
the  Grand  Ronde  valley  with  the  Indians  under  his  charge.  Ten  per- 
sons, who  had  fled  from  his  party,  could  not  be  induced  to  proceed  ; 
other  members  of  these  bands  joined  his  camp,  so  that  there  were  380 
souls  who  reached  the  encampment. 

The  Luckamuke  and  Yamhill  bands  of  this  valley  are  also  at  that 
point ;  the  remaining  bands  of  this  valley,  south  of  this  point,  from 
Doth  sides  of  the  river,  are  now  encamped  at  Dayton,  and  will  remove 
to  the  reservation  in  a  few  days.  Portions  of  these  bands  have  been 
deterred  from  coming  in,  as  indicated  in  my  letter  above  referred  to, 
but  by  great  exertions  in  disabusing  their  minds  and  appealing  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  people,  we  have  succeeded  in  getting  them  here. 
These  bands  number,  in  the  aggregate,  over  three  hundred  souls, 
making  a  total  of  over  seven  hundred ;  other  bands  will  be  collected 
as  soon  as  temporary  shelter  is  prepared  for  them. 

Whilst  I  do  not  apprehend  any  immediate  danger  of  collision  be- 
tween our  citizens  and  the  Indians  upon  this  reservation,  I  regard  it 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  a  military  command  should  be  tempo- 
rarily established  in  its  vicinity,  for  a  very  slight  provocation  during 
a  time  of  excitement  might  provoke  retaliatory  steps  and  involve  the 
entire  bands  in  war.  They  are  now  entirely  defenceless,  and,  as  an 
act  of  justice,  entitled  to  our  protection,  and  if  allowed  to  remain  at 
peace  would  soon  be  able  to  nearly  subsist  themselves. 

Since  the  engagement  with  the  Walla- Wallas  and  Cayuses,  of 
which  you  have  been  previously  advised,  nothing  of  importance  has 
transpired  changing  materially  the  condition  of  affairs  in  that  quarter. 
The  Indians  are  said  to  be  congregating  on  the  north  bank  of  Snake 
river,  near  the  mouth  of  Pelouse  river,  indicating  a  determination  to 
contest  the  approach  of  the  volunteers  now  being  sent  into  that  coun- 
try. Five  additional  companies  have  been  called  for  by  the  governor 
of  this  Territory,  three  of  which  are  already  on  their  way  to  the 
Dalles  to  join  those  in  that  country  ;  the  remaining  two  are  expected 
to  leave  in  a  few  days. 

Serious  complaints  are  being  made  by  the  friendly  Indians  in  that 
district  and  the  French  settlers,  missionaries,  &c,  against  the  volun- 
teers for  ill  treatment.  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter,  written  by 
Father  Cherouse,  of  the  Walla-Walla  mission,  to  Father  Mesplier,  of 


748  REPORT   OF   THE 

the  Dalles  Mission,  sets  forth  in  strong  terms  the  condition  of  affairs 
at  that  point. 

I  ehclose  you,  herewith,  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  General  Wool,  soli- 
citing United  States  troops  to  be  stationed  in  that  vicinity.  No  reply 
has  yet  been  received  to  that  communication. 

I  am  now  very  much  inclined  to  believe  it  would  be  wise  to  remove 
such  of  the  friendly  Cayuses,  Walla- Wallas,  and  Umatillas,  as  have 
claimed  our  protection,  to  the  Warm  Spring  reservation,  and  asso- 
ciate them  with  the  Wascos  and  Des  Chute  bands.  This  reservation 
is  out  of  the  disturbed  district,  and  so  isolated  as  that  the  two  races 
would  not  likely  come  in  contact,  unless  interfered  with  by  our 
people.  The  similarity  of  habits  and  customs  of  these  bands  would  sug- 
gest their  confederation  with  the  Nez  Perces ;  but  it  is  feared  their 
removal  to  that  district  would  give  grounds  to  suspect  a  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  Nez  Perces  to  screen  hostile  Indians,  and  thus  in- 
volve that  tribe  in  the  war.  The  removal  of  the  Wascos,  Des  Chutes, 
and  the  tribes  named,  to  the  Warm  Spring  reservation,  would  render 
necessary  the  station  of  a  military  force  near  its  boundaries,  at  least 
during  hostilities.  These  bands  may  have  some  aversion  to  confede- 
rating ;  but  it  is  believed  their  scruples  may  be  overcome,  and  all 
objections  removed,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  confederate  and  locate  them 
upon  one  tract. 

This  would  leave  the  entire  district  below  the  Dalles  of  the  Colum- 
bia and  the  Blue  mountains,  to  the  northern  boundary  of  our  Terri- 
tory, and  south  to  the  44th  parallel,  unoccupied  by  Indians,  save  by 
one  reservation,  including  the  Warm  Spring  valley.  And  it  is  not 
at  all  impossible  but  that  these  tribes  may  be  induced  to  remove  to 
the  coast  reservation,  which,  by  extending  the  line  so  far  north  as  to 
include  the  Tillamook  valley,  would  give  room  for  their  location ; 
thus  placing  all  the  Indians  in  our  Territory  west  of  the  Blue  moun- 
tains upon  the  one  tract. 

The  value  of  this  coast  district  for  any  practical  advantages  for  a 
white  settlement  is  of  far  less  importance  than  the  country  oetween 
the  Cascade  and  Blue  mountains.  No  other  importance,  I  think,  can 
well  be  attached  to  this  coast  district  but  on  account  of  its  fisheries ; 
and  whilst  that  could  be  of  comparative  little  consequence  on  account 
of  the  absence  of  harbors  along  its  line  of  coast,  they  will  afford  a 
ready  subsistence  to  the  native  population,  and  make  up,  in  some 
degree,  for  their  inexperience  in  procuring  a  means  of  subsistence  by 
cultivating  the  soil  and  economizing  the  expenditures  of  the  general 
government  in  subsisting  them  during  their  tuition. 

I  am  credibly  informed  that  the  white  settlers  in  Tillamook  valley 
are  not  only  willing  but  desirous  of  an  opportunity  to  dispose  of  their 
land  claims  and  improvements  for  the  object  named.  Another  con- 
sideration which  has  induced  me  to  look  upon  this  plan  favorably  is 
the  representation  that  gold  has  been  found  in  considerable  quantities 
within  the  limits  of  the  Wasco  reservation ;  this  may  or  may 
not  be  true,  but,  until  there  has  been  a  fair  test,  it  would  be  well 
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to  confine  the  expenditures  within  the  limits  of  temporary  improve- 
ments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

JOEL  PALMER, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  0.  T. 
Hon.  George  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  78. 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

Dayton,  0.  T.}  January  21,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  apply  to  you  for  a  detachment  of  one 
officer  and  twenty-five  or  thirty  United  States  dragoons,  if  they  can 
be  had  ;  or,  if  not,  a  force  of  say  fifty  regular  infantry,  to  protect  and 
escort  certain  tribes  of  friendly  Umpqua,  Callapooia,  and  Molales  In- 
dians, now  in  camp  on  Elk  creek,  about  one  hundred  miles  south  of 
this  point,  to  the  Indian  reservation  selected  and  approved  of  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

I  send  this  despatch  by  Mr.  Blanch  ard,  who  also  bears  documents 
and  letters  of  instruction  and  information  that  will  explain  to  you 
the  necessity  of  troops  being  used  in  carrying  into  effect  the  object  in 
view,  owing  to  the  prejudicial  interference  of  certain  citizens  of 
Oregon  with,  and  among  those  Indians,  by  which  means  disaffection 
is  caused,  and  the  orders  of  the  government  liable  to  be  defeated. 

I  think  it  well  to  remark  that,  owing  to  the  inclement  weather  and 
bad  state  of  the  roads,  the  order  of  General  Wool,  directing  that 
troops  from  Fort  Lane  be  sent  with  these  and  the  Rogue  river  bands 
was  not  carried  out ;  and  the  latter  Indians  yet  remain  at  Fort  Lane, 
and  will  not  be  removed  before  spring. 

The  troops  asked  for  are  required  as  soon  as  they  can  possibly  be 
got  in  readiness,  and  may  be  transported  by  water  from  Oregon  city 
to  Corvalles — that  being  the  point  of  debarkation — from  which  they 
will  have  (for  dragoons)  but  about  three  days'  march.  I  presume  it 
will  not  be  necessary  for  them  to  transport  either  subsistence  or 
camp  equipage,  as  they  will  be  housed  each  night  and  can  be  sub- 
sisted on  the  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOEL    PALMER, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 

Major  G.  J.  Rains,  Fourth  Infantry, 

or  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  Army,  Fort  Vancouver,  W.  T.. 

A  true  copy  from  my  letter  book. 

JOEL  PALMER, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 
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No.    79. 

Headquarters,  Fort  Vancouver,  January  23,  185G. 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  21st  instant  to  Major  Rains  has 
by  that  officer  been  turned  over  to  me.  As  I  do  not  feel  authorized 
to  order  the  command  you  ask  for  without  the  authority  of  General 
Wool,  I  shall  forward  you,  letter  to  department  headquarters  by  the 
next  steamer. 

The  movement  of  a  command  for  the  purpose  of  escorting  the  In- 
dians to  the  reservation  will  involve  an  expenditure  which  I  do  not 
feel  authorized  to  make  without  reference  to  the  general ;  I  hope, 
however,  that  this  temporary  delay  will  cause  you  no  embarrassment 
With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  WRIGHT, 
Colonel  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding. 
General  Joel  Palmer, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  Dayton,  0.  T. 


No  80. 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

Dayton,  Oregon  Territory,  March  8,  1866. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant  I  received  letters  by  express 
from  Port  Orford,  under  dates  of  24th  and  25th  ultimo,  informing  me 
of  an  outbreak  among  the  Indians  in  that  district,  the  substance  of 
which  is  as  follows :  That  a  party  of  volunteers,  who  had  been  en- 
camped for  some  time  at  the  Big  Bend  of  Rogue  river  (which  is  dis- 
tant about  thirty  miles  from  its  mouth)  returned,  and  a  part  of  them 
encamped  near  the  Too-too-te-ny  village,  three  miles  above  the  coast, 
the  remaining  portion  having  passed  on  to  the  mining  village  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  On  the  morning  of  the  22d  ultimo,  at  daylight, 
the  camp  near  the  Indian  village  was  attacked  by  a  party  of  Indians, 
supposed  to  number  about  300,  and  all  but  two,  it  was  supposed,  put 
to  death — one  man  making  his  way  to  Port  Orford,  and  the  other  to 
the  village  at  the  mouth  of  Rogue  river.  With  one  exception,  all  the 
dwellings  from  the  mouth  of  Rogue  river  to  Port  Orford  have  been 
burned,  and  the  inmates  supposed  to  be  murdered ;  five  persons,  how- 
ever, had  made  their  appearance,  who  at  first  were  supposed  to 
have  been  killed.  Benjamin  Wright,  the  special  Indian  agent  of  the 
district,  is  believed  to  be  among  the  killed. 

I  enclose  herewith  extracts  from  the  letter  of  R.  W.  Dunbar,  esq., 
collector  of  the  port,  with  copies  of  letter  from  Major  Reynolds,  the 
commanding  officer  of  Port  Orford,  and  of  my  letter  to  him. 

Up  to  the  last  advices  from  that  quarter,  Mr.  Wright  expressed  a 
confident  hope  of  being  able  to  maintain  peace  among  them  ;  but  the 
extraordinary  success  of  the  hostile  bands  in  whipping  the  forces 
brought  against,  and  the  ease  with  which  they  had  invariably  gained 
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a  victory  over  them,  inspired  a  belief  that  they  were  abundantly  able 
to  maintain  their  position,  and  rid  themselves  of  the  white  popula- 
tion. In  every  instance  where  a  conflict  has  ensued  between  volun- 
teers and  hostile  Indians  in  southern  Oregon  the  latter  have  gained 
what  they  regard  a  victory.  It  is  true  that  a  number  of  Indian  camps 
have  been  attacked  by  armed  parties,  and  mostly  put  to  death  or 
flight,  but  in  such  cases  it  has  been  'hose  unprepared  to  make  resist- 
ance, and  not  expecting  such  attack.  This,  though  lessening  the 
number  of  the  Indians  in  the  country,  has  tended  greatly  to  exaspe- 
rate and  drive  into  a  hostile  attitude  many  that  would  otherwise  have 
abstained  from  the  commission  of  acts  of  violence  against  the  whites. 

The  avowed  determination  of  the  people  to  exterminate  the  Indian 
race,  regardless  as  tc  whether  they  were  innocent  or  guilty,  and  the 
general  disregard  for  the  rights  of  those  acting  as  friends  and  aiding 
in  the  subjugation  of  our  real  and  avowed  enemies,  has  had  a  power- 
ful influence  in  inducing  these  tribes  to  join  the  warlike  bands. 

It  is  astonishing  to  know  the  rapidity  with  which  intelligence  is 
carried  from  one  extreme  of  the  country  tc  another,  and  the  commis- 
sion of  outrages  (of  which  there  have  been  many)  by  our  people 
against  an  Indian  is  heralded  forth  by  the  hostile  parties,  augmented, 
and  used  as  evidence  of  the  necessity  for  all  to  unite  in  war  against  us. 

These  coast  bands,  it  is  believed,  might  have  been  kept  out  of  the 
war  if  a  removal  could  have  been  effected  during  the  winter ;  but 
the  numerous  obstacles  indicated  in  my  former  letters,  with  the  ab- 
sence of  authority  and  means,  in  my  hands,  rendered  it  impractica- 
ble to  effect.  It  is  hoped  the  condition  of  things  is  not  really  so  bad 
in  that  district  as  the  letters  referred  to  might  seem  to  imply ; 
enough,  however,  is  known  to  convince  us  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  coast  tribes  below  Port  Orford,  and  extending  eastward  to  Fort 
Lane,  and  very  likely  those  on  Upper  Coquille,  (for  they  are  adjacent,) 
are  hostile  and  indisposed  to  come  to  terms,  and  doubtless  will  re- 
main so  until  they  have  positive  demonstration  of  the  folly  in  attempt- 
ing to  redress  their  own  wrongs. 

Measures  have,  for  some  time,  been  preparing  to  remove  these  In- 
dians, and  such  as  still  remain  friendly  will  be  collected  and  placed 
on  the  military  reservation  at  Port  Orford  until  the  requisite  arrange- 
ments can  be  perfected  for  their  removal  to  the  coast  reservation. 

I  have  in  contemplation  the  assignment  of  Agent  Nathan  Olney  to 
this  service,  and,  as  I  purpose  repairing  to  the  Dalles  of  the  Colum- 
bia with  the  view  of  perfecting  arrangements  in  Mr.  Thompson's  dis- 
trict for  the  removal  and  settlement  of  the  Indians  in  that  vicinity  on 
their  reservation,  I  shall  visit  Mr.  Olney  in  person,  and  satisfy  my- 
self in  regard  to  certain  rumors  indicating  improper  conduct  on  his 

part,  to  which  I  referred  in  my  letter  of  11th  February. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  • 

In  the  event  of  finding  these  reports  'well  founded,  I  shall  suspend 
Agent  Olney  from  the  service,  however  efficient  he  may  be  in  other 
respects  ;  and,  in  that  case,  we  will  be  compelled  to  rely  upon  a  special 
agent  to  take  charge  of  and  remove  the  coast  tribes. 

By  a  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  received  here  on  the  6th  instant  from 
Agent  Ambrose,  I  learn  that  he  had  started  on  the  journey  from  Fort 
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Lane  encampment  with  the  friendly  Indians  under  his  charge  for  the 
Grand  Ronde  encampment.  Sub-agent  Metcalfe  was  despatched  on 
the  27th  ultimo  with  funds  to  Sub-agent  Drew  and  Agent  Ambrose, 
with  instructions  to  remain  with  and  aid  Ambrose  in  the  removal, 
unless  some  unforeseen  obstacle  should  arise.  I  look  confidently  for 
the  arrival  of  those  Indians  upon  the  Grande  Ronde  reservation  within 
ten  or  twelve  days. 

Active  operations  are  going  forward  upon  the  reservation.  Con- 
siderable progress  is  being  made  in  putting  in  wheat  crops,  rendered 
more  necessary  by  that  sown  in  the  fall  having,  with  nearly  the 
entire  fields  in  the  country,  been  killed  by  the  severity  of  the  frost 
in  early  January.  Small  tracts  of  land  are  being  designated  and 
marked  off  for  residence  and  cultivation  by  the  respective  members  of 
the  bands,  and,  with  but  few  exceptions,  they  appear  to  enter  into 
the  arrangement  with  spirit  and  determination  to  do  something  for 
themselves.  It  must,  of  course,  take  time,  and  an  almost  unlimited 
share  of  patience,  to  reconcile  the  superstitious  and  ignorant  notions 
and  whims  of  these  people,  and  introduce  anything  like  system  or 
order  among  them  ;  but  1  have  confidence  in  the  belief  that,  with 
efficient  agents  and  the  means  provided  by  the  treaties,  we  will  be 
able  to  greatly  better  their  condition,  and  convince  the  sceptical  of  the 
practicability  of  carrying  out  the  humane  policy  of  the  government 
in  civilizing  and  enlightening  the  Indians  of  Oregon  Territory. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOEL  TALMER^ 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  0.  T, 

Hon.  George  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  81. 

[Extracts.] 


Port  Orford,  10  o'clock  at  night, 

February  24, 1856. 
General  :  I  have  just  returned  from  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  called 
together  by  the  startling  intelligence  from  Rogue  river.  The  volun- 
teers having  moved  down  from  the  Big  Bend,  were  camped  near  the 
spot  on  which  we  rested  last  before  leaving  the  treaty  ground.  A  part 
of  them  only  were  in  camp  ;  the  balance  were  at  the  mouth  of  Bogue 
river.  At  the  dawn  of  day  on  the  22d  instant  the  camp  was  surprised 
and  every  man  killed,  as  now  believed,  but  two — one  escaping  to  the 
mouth,  and  one  to  Port  Orford  on  foot  through  the  hills,  arriving  here 
to-night.  The  one  who  came  in  (Charles  Foster)  escaped  by  crawling 
into  the  thicket  and  there  remaining  until  dark,  and  thus  had  an 
opportunity  to  witness  unperceived  much  that  transpired.  He  states 
that  he  saw  the  Too-too-to-nies  engaged  in  it,  who  sacked  their  camp. 
The  party  were  estimated  by  him  to  number  300.     Ben  Wright  is 
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supposed,  with  Captain  Poland  and  others,  to  be  among  the  killed. 
Ben  and  Poland  had  gone  over  to  Maguire's  house  (oar  warehouse). 
He  had  word  from  the  Mack-a-no-tins  that  the  notorious  Eneas  (half- 
breed)  was  at  their  camp,  and  that  they  wished  him  to  come  and  take 
him  away,  and  be  was  on  that  business.  Foster  distinctly  heard  the 
time  of  the  attack  and  murder  of  the  camp.     ***** 

*  My  opinion  is,  that  Wright  is  killed.  ***** 
*****  Every  ranche  but  Sandy's  has  been  sacked 
and  burned,  and  all  still  as  death.         ****** 

*  Dr.  White  saw  many  of  the  bodies  lying  on  the  beach  (bodies 
of  white  men),  and  went  by  Gisle's  ranche  and  found  the  house 
burned  and  the  inhabitants  killed.         ****** 

Our  town  is  in  the  greatest  excitement.  We  are  fortifying,  and  our 
garrison  being  too  weak  to  render  aid  to  Rogue  river,  the  Major  (Rey- 
nolds) is  making  arrangements  for  protection  here,  and  has  sent  Tich- 

enor  with  a  request  that  all  abandon  Rogue  river  and  ship  to  Port 
Orford.        *********** 

Many  strange  Indians  have  made  their  appearance,  well  armed, 
and  have  actually  committed  many  depredations.     *        *        *        * 

We  build  a  fort  to-morrow,  in  which  all  are  engaged  in  good  ear- 
nest. All  have  enrolled  themselves  for  self-protection,  and  a  night 
patrol  is  set.       ********** 

Yours,  in  haste, 

R.  W.  DUNBAR. 


No.  82. 


Fort  Orford,  Oregon  Territory, 

February  25,  1856. 

Sir  :  Since  my  letter  of  yesterday,  the  following  named  persons, 
reported  missing,  have  reached  this  place:  Messrs.  Smith,  Crouch, 
and  brother,  and  Johnson  and  Mr.  White  reached  the  mouth  of  Rogue 
river.  Messrs.  Smith  and  White  were  together  at  the  mouth  of  Euchre 
creek,  and  they  were  attacked  by  the  Euchre  Creek  Indians,  together 
with  strange  Indians. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  REYNOLDS, 
Captain  and  Brevet  Major  3d  Artillery  Commanding. 
General  Joel  Palmer, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  Oregon  Territory. 


No.  83. 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 
Dayton,  Oregon  Territory,  March  8,  1856. 

Major  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  25th  ultimo,  referring  to  one  of  the  day  previous,  (the  24th,) 

48 
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and  giving  the  names  of  certain  persons  who  it  was  thought  had  been 
killed  in  the  attack  on  the  camp  en  the  morning  of  the  22d,  but  after- 
wards were  found  to  have  made  their  escape.  Tour  letter,  accompanied 
by  one  from  Mr.  B.  W.  Dunbar,  the  collector  at  Port  Orford,  reached 
Dayton  by  express  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  instant,  and  was  that 
night  forwarded  to  me  at  the  Grande  Bonde  reservation,  about  thirty 
miles  from  here.  I  very  much  regret  the  letter  referred  to,  written 
on  the  24th,  has  failed  to  reach  me,  as  I  doubt  not  it  contained  par- 
ticulars that  would  have  afforded  me  a  clearer  and  better  understand- 
ing of  that  terrible  affair.  I  can  only,  however,  await  the  arrival  of 
the  next  steamer  with  patience,  to  learn  further  in  regard  to  the 
movements  of  those  Indians.  Had  it  been  possible  for  me  to  do  so,  I 
would  have  immediately  repaired  to  your  place,  and  personally  investi- 
gated, so  far  as  might  have  been  done,  the  causes  which  resulted  in  that 
attack ;  but  it  is  imperative  that  I  should  at  once  proceed  into  the  Walla- 
Walla  and  Cayuse  country  to  collect  together  and  locate  the  friendly 
Indians  in  that  quarter,  and  will  depart  for  the  Dalles  to-morrow 
morning.  On  my  arrival  there,  I  shall  direct  agent  Nathan  Olney 
to  proceed  with  all  possible  despatch  to  Port  Orford,  and  am  in  hopes 
he  may  be  able  to  go  down  by  the  steamer  which  conveys  this.  He  ^ 
will  be  furnished  with  specific  instructions  as  to  the  course  I  desire  to 
be  pursued,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  policy  which  has  been  in  view 
for  some  time,  to  collect  together  all  the  friendly  Indians  in  and  about 
Port  Orford  district,  and  encamp  them  preparatory  to  their  removal 
northward  to  the  reservation,  which  will  be  executed  so  soon  as  the 
necessary  preparations  can  be  made,  and  the  weather  will  admit.  The 
first  consideration  will  be,  however,  the  furnishing  of  a  necessary 
escort  of  troops  to  safely  and  effectually  remove  them  ;  should  it  meet 
with  your  views  and  approbation,  perhaps  it  would  be  advisable  that  the 
temporary  encampment  of  the  Indians  should  be  fixed  at  the  military 
reservation. 

I  would  suggest  to  you,  Major,  the  propriety  of  employing  as  a  local 
agent  Mr.  J.  Maguire,  to  collect  together  the  Indians,  and  remain  in 
camp  among  thf  m.  I  know  this  man  quite  well ;  and  from  his  being 
well  acquainted  with  the  Indians,  and  perfectly  familiar  with  their 
language,  habits,  &c,  I  am  convinced  his  services  would  be  of  value 
in  the  present  position  of  things  ;  besides,  the  greater  part  of  the  In- 
dians know  him.  and  have  confidence  in  him. 

I  still  entertain  a  hope  that  special  agent  Wright  may  have  escaped, 
as  the  information  received  contained  nothing  certain  of  his  death. 

Agent  Olney  may  not  be  able  to  reach  Port  Orford  until  the  arrival 
of  the  next  steamer;  in  which  case,  I  presume  you  will  continue  to  ex- 
ercise and  control  the  direction  of  all  matters  that  pertain  to  the  Indian 
department  within  the  district,  a  point  which,  at  this  time,  I  feel 
convinced,  needs  the  sound  judgment  and  discretion  you  can  bestow 
upon  its  interests.  It  is  desirable  the  agent  should  act  in  concert  with 
you  in  carrying  out  the  plans  adopted,  and  I  would  be  pleased  if  you 
would  impart  to  him  such  knowledge  of  the  existing  state  of  affairs  as 
may,  in  your  judgment,  demand  attention,  so  as  to  enable  him  fully 
to  comprehend  their  precise  condition  and  to  act  accordingly. 
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It  is  my  intention  to  visit  Port  Orford  as  soon  as  I  can  return  from 
the  Dalles,  and  will  do  so,  provided  no  pressing  duties  in  this  section 
of  country  should  prevent  me. 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOEL  PALMER, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 
Major  John  P.  Reynolds, 

3d  U.  S.  Artillery ,  commanding  Fort  Orford.  0.  T. 


No.  84. 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

Dayton,  Oregon  Territory ,  April  11,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  enclosed  six  letters  re- 
ceived from  Indian  Agent  R.  R.  Thompson,  under  dates  of  February 
26,  and  March  2,  3, 13,  27,  and  31,  in  relation  to  Indian  affairs  within 
his  district,  which  are  respectfully  submitted  for  your  information. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOEL  PALMER, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Mantpenny, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Ho.  85. 


Office  Indian  Agency, 

Dalles,  February  26,  1856. 

Sir  :  On  my  arrival  home  last  evening,  I  learned  that  the  friendly 
bands  of  Indians  in  this  vicinity  are  all  quiet.  Some,  however,  are 
murmuring  for  provisions,  and  complain  that  their  stock  are  suffering 
by  being  restricted  to  the  small  limits  allowed  them  during  the  win- 
ter. Difficulties  in  respect  to  rights  of  property  are  constantly  occur- 
ring. 

A  note  from  local  agent  Jenkins,  at  Dog  river,  under  date  of  24th 
instant,  informs  me  that  the  Indians  under  his  charge  are  well  con- 
tented, and  are  making  extensive  preparations  for  putting  in  crops  the 
coming  season.  He  also  informs  me  that  the  Klikatats  who  came 
into  Mr.  Joslyn's  place  during  the  winter  have  dispersed.  Six 
of  them  stole  twenty  head  of  cattle  and  some  horses,  and  left  probably 
lor  the  enemies'  country;  six  others  have  gone  to  Fort  Vancouver ; 
-while  eight  have  crossed  the  Columbia  river,  and  are  now  encamped 
near  and  on  the  east  side  of  Dog  river. 

A  few  days  since,  a  number  of  horses  were  taken  from  the  plain  op- 
posite this  place,  (on  the  north  side  of  the  river,)  the  property  of  the 
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friendly  Wishrams.  The  horses  were  placed  there  during  the  extreme 
cold  weather  this  winter,  on  account  of  the  grazing  being  superior  to 
that  on  this  side. 

I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  learn  anything  definite  in  regard  to 
the  friendly  Indians  in  the  Walla- Walla  valley;  rumor  says  that  they 
have  gone  to  the  Nez  PerceB  country.  I  do  not  believe  it!  I  will  be 
able  to  learn  the  truth  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  confidence  that  I  will  be  able  to  set  everything  in  this  vici- 
nity right  in  a  few  days,  and  will  inform  you  of  my  action  before  leaf- 
ing for  the  Warm  Spring  reservation. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  R.  THOMPSON, 

Indian  Agent,  Oregon. 
Joel  Palmer,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  Dayton,  Oregon. 


No.  86. 


Agexcy  Office,  Dalles,  March  2,  1856. 

Sir  :  On  Monday,  the  4th  instant,  I  expect  to  leave  for  the  Warm 
Spring  reservation.  Agent  Olney  will  accompany  me;  also,  about 
twenty  of  the  principal  men  of  the  bands  included  in  the  Wasco  treaty. 
In  presenting  the  question  of  removal  to  them,  I  find  some  who  are 
averse  to  it,  for  the  reason  that  they  dread  the  approach  of  hostile 
parties  of  the  Yakimas  and  Cayuses,  and  state,  that  were  they 
menaced  by  foes,  they  are  destitute  of  the  means  of  defending  them- 
selves. I  am  fully  impressed  with  the  truth  and  justness  of  this  ob- 
jection, and  was  unprepared  to  assure  them  any  protection  by  the 
military,  but  gave  them  to  understand  that  we  would  not  reqnire 
them  to  remove  to  a  place  where  we  considered  it  unsafe.  And  in  this 
connexion  permit  me  to  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  your  havings 
conference  with  General  Wool,  with  a  view  to  procure  the  transfer  of 
the  company  from  the  Cayuse  to  the  Wasco  reservation,  after  an  ex- 
ploration of  that  section  of  country,  should  it  be  found  unadapted  to 
the  purposes  of  a  reservation.  There  will  still  exist  great  necessity 
for  a  small  force,  as  we  will  be  compelled  to  use  it  temporarily  for 
the  protection  of  these  people  and  their  stock. 

On  my  return,  should  I  be  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to  report  favor- 
ably, I  will  do  so  through  a  messenger. 

Two  days  ago  a  small  party  of  Indians  were  seen  on  the  hills 
opposite  the  site  of  the  Wiam  village.  They  were  discovered  by  some 
squaws  who  belonged  to  the  village,  at  Agent  Olney's  house,  and  who 
returned  to  their  homes  in  great  haste  to  report  what  they  had  seen. 
Whereupon,  six  of  the  men  armed  themselves  and  started  in  pursuit; 
crossing  the  river  they  soon  discovered  the  trail  leading  up  theColnm- 
bia,  which  they  pursued  until  late  in  the  night,  when  they  encamped 
without  fire.  In  the  morning,  upon  examination,  they  felt  satisfied 
they  must  be  in  advance  of  the  party  of  whom  they  were  in  parsnit, 
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and  concluded  to  return.  In  a  short  time  they  discovered  the  hostile 
party  approaching ;  both  parties  placed  themselves  on  the  defensive, 
and  approached  very  cautiously,  and  with  guns  presented,  until  they 
came  within  convenient  speaking  distance  ;  with  their  arms  still  pre- 
sented, they  held  a  talk  which  lasted  about  half  a  day.  The  substance 
of  the  information  derived  from  them  ran  to  the  following  effect :  That 
the  Indians  were  very  short  of  provisions — many  of  them  actually  suf- 
fering. This  party  had  come  after  provisions  cached  by  them  last  fall, 
but  found  the  caches  destroyed  by  fire.  That  Scloo  had  taken  sides 
with  Shaw-wa-wai  in  a  matter  of  difficulty  between  the  latter  and 
Kamiakin ;  that  Kamiakin  was  now  encamped  near  the  Catholic  Mis- 
sion, in  the  Yakima  valley,  while  Shaw-wa-wai  and  Scloo  were  fifteen 
miles  further  to  the  east  of  him.  Owhie,  who  refuses  to  espouse  either 
side  of  the  quarrel  going  on  between  the  two  brothers,  Kamiakin  and 
8haw-wa-wai,  is  encamped  between  them.  Stoke-ote-ly's  band  is 
divided — one  portion  is  now  with  Kamiakin,  while  the  remainder,  with 
Stoke-ote-ly,  is  at  the  Cayuse  camp.  Owing  to  excessive  service 
during  the  early  part  of  winter,  many  of  their  best  horses  were  so  much 
reduced  that  they  died  during  the  cold  weather.  That  the  great  body 
of  the  Indians  are  desirous  of  peace ;  and  that  Kamiakin  is  only  waiting 
for  the  Cayuses  to  conclude  terms  with  the  whites,  and  he  will  follow 
their  example. 

Agent  Olney  informs  me  that  he  sent  word  to  the  friendly  Cayuses 
to  go  to  the  Nez  Perces  country,  and  thinks  there  is  but  little  doubt 
but  they  will  act  upon  his  advice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  R.  THOMPSON, 

Indian  Agent. 

Joel  Palmer,  Esq. , 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  Dayton,  0.  T., 


No.  87. 


Agency  Office,  Dalles, 

March  3,  1856. 

Sir:  I  leave  in  the  morning  for  the  Warm  Spring  reservation. 
The  only  additional  news  I  have  is,  that  the  major  in  command  at 
Fort  Dalles  desires  that  we  will  consider  as  friendly,  and  permit  to 
remain,  those  eight  Indians  referred  to  in  a  former  communication  ; 
besides  several  reports  that  there  is  a  number  of  hostile  Indians  oppo- 
site Dog  river,  which  are  probably  true.  A  report  came  here,  on 
yesterday,  that  some  twenty  hostile  Indians  had  been  seen  on  this 
side  of  the  river,  between  here  and  Dog  river,  which  induced  Major 
Fitzgerald  to  send  a  detachment  of  forty  dragoons  to  ascertain  the 
facts  in  the  matter ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  I  have  in- 
formation which  satisfies  me  that  he  was  hoaxed  by  his  informant. 

A  letter  has  been  received  from  Father  Cherouse,  addressed  to  the 
priest  at  this  place,  also  one  from  the  same  source  to  Colonel  Shaw* 
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complaining  bitterly  of  the  treatment  they  receive ;  in  fact,  it  is  a 
rehash  of  the  communication  addressed  to  Governor  Stevens  and 
yourself, 

I  gave  you  a  statement  of  the  positions  of  the  war  parties,  as  given 
by  a  party  of  hostile  Indians,  and  refer  to  it  now  to  say,  that  it  was 
given  as  coming  from  them,  but  do  not  wish  you  to  understand  that  I 
endorse  it  as  true ;  on  the  contrary,  I  believe  it  to  be  a  fabrication. 

It  is  generally  believed  in  this  vicinity  that  gold  exists  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Warm  Springs,  and  several  parties  contemplate 
starting  out,  in  a  short  time,  with  a  view  to  explore  and  determine 
the  truth. 

On  my  way  home,  at  the  Cascades  I  purchased  nine  barrels  of 
salmon,  for  which  I  paid  ten  dollars  per  barrel;  in  addition  to  which, 
I  paid  the  transportation  from  the  Salmon  house  to  the  Dalles. 

No  late  news  from  the  volunteers. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  R.  THOMPSON, 

Indian  Agent. 

Jokl  Palmer,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  Dayton,  Oregon. 


No.  88. 


Agency  Office,  Dalles, 

March  13,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  returned  from  an  exploration  of  the  Wasco  or 
Warm  Spring  reservation.  My  party  consisted  of  twenty-one  persons, 
seventeen  of  whom  were  Indians,  the  chiefs  and  principal  men  of  the 
bands  included  in  the  Wasco  treaty.  Agent  Olney  and  interpreter 
accompanied  me.  We  explored  all  the  country  southwest  of  the  Mut- 
ton mountains,  to  the  base  of  the  Cascade  range,  due  east  of  Mount 
Jefferson,  but  without  discovering  anything  suitable  for  an  Indian 
settlement.  We  then  directed  our  course  to  a  place  about  eight  miles 
south  of  the  Warm  Springs,  known  to  the  Indians  by  the  name  of 
She-tike.  The  stream  is  sufficiently  large  for  milling  purposes.  We 
examined  it  for  a  distance  of  six  or  seven  miles  from  its  mouth ;  also 
two  small  valleys — one  on  the  north,  about  three  miles  from  the  She- 
tike,  which  runs  parallel  with  it  to  the  Deschutes;  the  other  con- 
nects with  the  She-tike,  coming  in  from  the  south,  forming  a  junction 
with  the  valley  about  two  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  With- 
out going  into  a  detailed  description  of  the  place,  I  would  remark 
that,  according  to  my  judgment,  it  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  pur- 
poses of  an  Indian  settlement,  and  have  accordingly  selected  it  fur 
that  purpose.  The  tillable  land  is  so  situated,  that  there  may  be  two 
large  and  one  small  settlement,  and  yet  the  furthest  from  the  place 
designated  for  the  workshops,  mill,  &c,  would  not  exceed  six  miles. 
The  amount  of  land  suitable  for  culture  would  probably  exceed  three 
thousand  acres. 
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The  Indians  are  very  well  pleased  with  the  selection,  and  all,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Wascoes,  would  be  willing  to  go  on  it  at  once, 
were  thej  assured  of  protection  from  the  hostile  bands.  The  Wascoes 
accept  the  place,  and  say  they  are  satisfied  it  is  the  best  that  can  be 
found,  and  are  willing  to  go  on  it  so  soon  as  the  improvements  are 
made  which  were  promised  them. 

In  accordance  with  a  suggestion  made  to  them,  they  desire  me  to 
say  that  they  wish  three  thousand  dollars  per  year,  for  the  first  five 
years,  to  be  retained  from  their  annuities  and  expended  in  the  pur* 
chase  of  stock,  principally  in  young  cattle. 

Immediately  upon  my  return,  I  called  on  Colonel  Wright  with  a 
view  to  obtain  one  company  of  soldiers  to  be  stationed  on  this  reserve, 
and  thereby  allow  us  to  go  on  with  the  contemplated  improvements. 
I  represented  to  him  the  importance  ot  removing  these  Indians  at  as 
early  a  day  as  possible.  That  the  constantly  recurring  difficulties 
would  ultimately  alienate  them  from  us,  and  force  them  to  join  the 
war  party.  That  many  of  them  had  been  called  in  from  their  usual 
places  of  abode,  where  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  cultivating  the 
soil  to  a  limited  extent,  and  that  it  was  not  prudent  at  the  present 
time  to  permit  them  to  return  for  purposes  of  cultivation,  as  they 
would  be  charged  with  all  the  rascality  perpetrated  in  the  country. 
That  many  of  our  citizens  were  strongly  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  we  have  now  in  our  vicinity  a  band  of  lawless  whites,  who  are 
leagued  together  for  the  purpose  of  stealing  stock  and  running  it  off 
to  Ualifonia  or  Salt  Lake.  The  large  amount  of  stock  taken  recently 
from  this  vicinity  was  most  probably  taken  by  this  gang,  as  it  is 
well  known  that  certain  individuals  who  have  been  loafing  about  the 
village  during  the  winter  have  within  the  last  week  suddenly  disap- 
peared, and  that  they  did  not  go  down  the  river.  That  a  company  of 
regulars  would  be  of  great  service,  if  stationed  at  She-tike,  in  in- 
tercepting this  class  or  persons  who  now  infest  this  section  of  coun- 
try, &c. 

The  Colonel  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  deemed  it  expedient 
to  have  a  military  force  at  each  of  these  reservations,  but  at  present 
he  could  not  think  of  diverting  any  portion  of  his  force  from  the  ex- 
pedition to  the  upper  country  ;  but  that  Gen.  Wool  was  expected  here 
in  a  few  days,  and  that  possibly  he  might  accede  to  my  request. 

My  opinion  is,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  urge  these  Indians  to  go 
on  the  reservation  without  a  military  force  to  give  them  protection  ; 
and  without  it,  nothing  can  be  done  on' the  reservation  with  safety 
until  the  present  difficulties  are  settled. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  Indians  be  furnished  with  teams, 
ploughs,  and  such  other  assistance  as  would  be  necessary,  and  have 
them  put  in  a  crop  where  they  now  are,  and  have  them  drive  their  stock 
to  the  mountains  for  security.  This  would  give  them  employment, 
and  save  us  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  If  you  think  favorably  of  this 
suggestion,  send  the  teams,  &c,  immediately. 

In  the  event  of  getting  a  company  of  soldiers  for  the  reserve,  I 
would  propose  making  all  possible  despatch  in  the  erection  of  the 
buildings  and  other  improvements  promised  the  Indians. 

By  a  letter  to  Mr.  John  F.  Noble,  of  this  place,  from  N.  Raymond, 
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I  learn  that  A.  Tolman,  acting  under  the  order  of  Agent  Olney,  hag 
taken  charge  of  the  friendly  Indians  who  were  in  the  Walla- Walla 
valley,  and  has  removed  them  to  the  Nez  Perces  country.  It  is 
stated  in  the  letter  that  the  Indians  were  very  much  surprised  that 
such  a  man  as  Tolman  should  he  sent,  after  he  had  been  condemned 
in  such  strong  terms  by  Governor  Stevens  at  the  treaty  last  summer. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  THOMPSON, 
Indian  Agent 

Joel  Palmer,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  Dayton,  Oregon  Territory. 


No.  89. 


Agency  Office,  Dalles, 
March  27,  1856 — 1  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Sir  :  The  steamers  from  the  Cascades  bring  us  the  heartrending 
intelligence  that  the  Cascades  has  been  attacked  by  the  Indians ;  it  is 
not  known  to  what  extent  they  have  carried  their  depredations.  This 
much  is  certain :  that  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  at  about  7  o'clock, 
while  the  steamer  Mary  was  lying  at  her  landing  and  nearly  ready 
to  start,  the  captain  and  mate  both  on  shore,  the  boat  was  fired  upon, 
and  one  man,  Montour,  (half-breed,)  killed,  and  three  wounded — 
none  of  them  mortally.  The  captain  and  mate  ran  for  the  brush ; 
their  fate  is  unknown.  The  steamer  Wasco  reports  the  entire  deser- 
tion of  the  south  side  of  the  river.  The  boats  brought  up  all  the 
families  at  Dog  river.  Everything  is  excitement  here,  and  our  fears 
are  that  there  has  been  a  terrible  massacre  at  the  Cascades. 

The  regulars  started  from  here  on  yesterday,  26th,  and  are  now  en- 
camped on  Five-mile  creek.  An  express  just  returned  from  their 
camp  reports  that  Colonel  Wright  will  return  this  morning  with  his 
whole  command. 

I  am  fearful  that  this  outbreak  will  frustrate  all  our  plans  of  opera- 
tions on  the  reserve  for  the  present  at  least,  as  there  are  many  cir- 
cumstances cited  by  our  citizens  tending  to  show  that  the  Indians  of  this 
vicinity  were  fully  aware  of  what  was  going  on  at  the  Cascades  ;  and 
they  believe  that  if  the  steamboats  had  failed  to  arrive  here  last  even- 
ing, they  would  have  taken  it  for  granted  that  they  were  captured  by 
the  Indians  below,  and  would  have  made  an  attack  on  the  settlers  in 
this  vicinity,  and  probably  on  the  town. 

I  shall  take  action  to  take  from  all  these  Indians  their  fire-arms  of 
every  description. 

Eight  o'clock,  a.  m. — The  command  has  returned;  the  dragoons 
cross  the  river  at  this  point,  and  will  operate  along  the  eastern  base 
of  the  mountains  to  the  northward.  Two  companies  of  infantry  leave 
on  the  Mary  and  Wasco  for  the  Cascades. 
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Boats  ready  to  start.     I  will  write  you  again  the  first  opportunity. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  R.  THOMPSON, 

Indian  Agent. 
Joel  Palmer,  Esq. , 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  Dayton,  Oregon. 


No  90. 


Dalles,  March  31,  1856. 

Sir:  In  a  former  communication  I  advised  you  of  the  attack  on  the 
settlement  at  the  Cascades  ;  it  was  confined  to  the  Washington  side 
of  the  river,  and  is  said  to  have  been  led  on  and  conducted  by  Sdoomy 
the  brother  of  Kamiakin.  I  have  not  yet  received  sufficient  reliable 
data  to  give  you  details. 

Local  Agent  Jenkins,  with  the  other  white  residents  at  Dog  river, 
has  left,  and  is  now  at  this  place.  A  deputation  from  the  Dog  river 
people  have  been  to  see  me,  and  request  that  Mr.  Jenkins  and  the 
settlers  may  return.  They  cite  their  uniform  good  conduct  and  wil- 
lingness to  follow  his  direction  in  all  things  as  reasons  why  he  should 
have  confidence  in  them.  They  have  promised  me  that  if  he  will  re- 
turn, they  will  keep  guard,  as  they  have  done  on  former  occasions; 
give  him  all  the  information  they  can  gather;  deliver  to  him  all  their 
guns;  destroy  the  old  canoes,  and  take  the  others  to  his  house;  and  if 
at  any  time  he  should  consider  it  inexpedient  for  his  or  their  safety  to 
leave,  they  will  cheerfully  come  with  him  to  the  Dalles.  He,  with 
the  male  portion  of  Mr.  Coe's  family,  have  concluded  to  return. 

We  have  taken  the  arms  from  all  these  bands ;  they  gave  them  up 
cheerfully,  remarking,  in  substance,  that  they  were  glad  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  convince  the  whites  that  they  were  sincere  in  their 
friendship.  They  bear  with  the  restrictions  we  impose,  declaring 
themselves  convinced  that  whatever  we  see  proper  to  exact  from  them 
is  intended  for  their  good.  There  is  not  one  person  (male)  missing 
who  should  be  here ;  in  other  words,  they  all  answer  to  their  names 
at  roll-call. 

I  have  appointed  Mr.  0.  Hermason  local  agent  for  the  Indians  re- 
siding at  Mr.  Olney's  place.  They  are  all  well  disposed,  and  exceedingly 
anxious  to  remove  to  the  reservation.  I  am  acting  upon  your  in- 
struction in  regard  to  supplying  their  wants  in  provisions. 

The  order  for  a  company  of  regulars  to  accompany  me  to  the  reser- 
vation has  been  countermanded,  and  without  them  I  would  consider 
it  rather  hazardous  to  go  on  with  operations  at  the  present  time. 

The  news  from  the  interior  is,  that  the  volunteers  are  destitute  of 
provisions,  and  are  living  on  horse  meat;  they  had  a  skirmish  with 
the  Indians  at  or  near  the  crossing  of  Snake  river.  Nine  Indians 
were  killed,  and  but  one  white  man  wounded.  The  Cayuses  are  said 
to  desire  peace,  and  are  now  on  the  border  of  the  Nez  Perces  country ; 
the  other  party  have  robbed  them  of  their  horses.     The  hostile  party 
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who  were  encamped  near  Snake  during  the  winter  have  gone  to  join 
Kamiakin,  who  is  said  to  be  near  the  Yakima  mission.  The  vol- 
unteers are  in  pursuit  of  them. 

Colonel  Wright  is  fitting  out  his  expedition  to  penetrate  the  mount- 
ains, starting  from  the  Cascades.  I  was  mistaken  in  my  former  letter 
in  reference  to  the  route  of  the  dragoons ;  they  are  at  the  Cascades. 

The  excitement  here  is  very  great.  The  settlers  generally  have  come 
in  to  this  place  for  protection.  You  are  aware  that  we  have  a  reck- 
less and  desperate  set  of  men  in  this  community,  who  are  only  await- 
ing a  plea  to  justify  them  in  the  slightest  degree,  and  they  would 
pounce  upon  these  defenceless  Indians  and  massacre  them,  without  re- 
gard to  justice,  humanity,  age,  sex,  or  anything  else.  One  attempt 
to  get  up  a  party  for  this  purpose  failed.  I  was  informed  of  their  in- 
tentions, and  immediately  informed  the  commanding  officer,  who 
ordered  out  a  company  of  dragoons  for  the  protection  of  the  Indians. 

I  have  confidence  that  I  will  be  able  to  save  the  bands  in  this  vi- 
cinity not  only  from  joining  the  enemy,  but  also  from  being  attacked 
by  the  whites. 

Do  not  send  any  cattle  at  present;  the  wagons  and  other  property 
may  be  safely  kept  at  this  place. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  R.  THOMPSON, 

Indian  Agent. 

Joel  Palmer,  Esq. , 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  Dayton,  Oregon  Territory. 

P.  S. — A  note  from  Mr.  Jenkins,  who  is  now  at  Dog  river,  repre- 
sents the  Indians  all  there,  and  everything  right. 


No.  91. 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 
Dayton,  Oregon  Territory,  June  23,  1856. 

(Written  at  Portland.) 

Sir:  The  departure  of  the  mail  steamer  early  to-morrow,  and  it  be- 
ing now  nearly  midnight,  leaves  me  no  time  to  make  a  detailed 
report  of  my  proceedings  in  the  Port  Orford  district ;  I  may  say,  how* 
ever,  that  I  reached  here  to-day  at  11  a.  m.,  with  six  hundred  Indians 
from  that  place,  on  their  way  to  the  coast  reservation.  At  3  p.  m., 
they  were  put  en  route  for  Oregon  city,  and  will  leave  there  to-mor- 
row morning  for  Dayton.  I  start  from  here  to-morrow  on  horse, 
in  time  to  reach  Dayton  on  their  arrival. 

I  now  regard  the  war  in  southern  Oregon  as  closed.  All  the  hostile 
bands,  with  the  exception  of  Johns,  who  has  about  thirty  warriors, 
and  the  Chetco  and  Pistol  river  Indians,  numbering,  perhaps,  fifty 
warriors,  have  come  in,  and  unconditionally  surrendered  themselves 
as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  two  bands  last  named  have  sent  word  that  they  will  surrender, 
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and  come  in  when  word  is  sent  them  where  to  go.  The  old  chief 
"John  "  has  sent  in  two  of  his  sons,  asking  the  retention  of  other 
bands  at  Port  Orford  until  he  can  get  there  with  his  people;  that  he 
is  tired  of  war,  and  has  resolved  to  seek  for  peace,  and  will  submit  to 
go  on  the  reservation. 

We  now  have  at  Fort  Orford  about  six  hundred,  and  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  at  the  mouth  of  Rogue  river,  all  of  whom  have  un- 
conditionally surrendered.  They  will  be  escorted  to  the  southern 
part  of  the  coast  reservation  by  United  States  troops,  together  with 
any  of  the  other  bands  that  may  come  in. 

I  deemed  it  best,  under  all  the  circumstances,  to  transport  by 
steamer  from  Port  Orford  here  the  six  hundred  just  arrived  ;  the 
views  and  causes  influencing  that  determination  will  be  presented  you 
in  my  detailed  report  of  the  operations  in  that  district,  which  will  be 
transmitted  by  the  next  mail. 

The  latest  intelligence  from  the  Yakima  country  indicates  a  favor- 
able prospect  for  peace. 

It  was  determined  by  Colonel  Buchanan,  the  military  officer  in 
command  of  the  district,  to  return  and  hold  all  those  Indians  now  at 
Port  Orford  as  prisoners  of  war  until  they  reached  the  reservation, 
when  they  would  be  turned  over  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  Indian 
department. 

The  six  hundred  Indians  just  arrived,  being  mostly  of  the  friendly 
bands,  will  be  located  on  the  northern  portion  of  the  reservation,  near 
the  Selets  river.  The  company  of  troops  under  Captain  Augur,  4th 
infantry,  who  came  up  with  them,  numbering  seventy-two  men,  will 
be  posted  at  the  Grande  Ronde,  as  a  permanent  post. 

I  take  a  moment  to  remark  that  the  official  acts  of  agent  Olney 
have  been  such,  at  Port  Orford,  as  to  call  for  my  immediate  attention, 
and  that  such  measures  will  at  once  be  taken  as  to  effectually  shield 
the  Indian  department  on  account  thereof.  The  next  mail  will  con- 
vey to  you  the  specialities  of  the  matter  to  which  I  here  refer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOEL  PALMER, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affaire. 

Honorable  G.  W.  Manyprnny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  92. 


Officb  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

Dayton,  Oregon  Territory,  July  3,  1856. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  June  23, 1  have  now  the  honor  to 
submit  a  report  of  my  doings  in  the  late  trip  to  Port  Orford. 

You  were  previously  advised  of  my  intention  to  visit  that  district  of 
country,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  induce  the  Indians  inhabiting  that 
region  to  come  to  terms,  and  close  the  war  in  southern  Oregon.    Pre- 
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vious  to  leaving  for  that  district,  I  directed  sub-Indian  agent  Met- 
calfe to  take  with  him  two  Indians  of  the  Rogue  River  tribe,  when  at 
the  Grande  Ronde,  to  act  as  messengers,  and  proceed  to  the  Rogue 
river  valley,  and,  if  possible,  have  an  interview  with  George  and 
Limpy,  (two  noted  war  chiefs,)  with  directions  to  meet  me,  with  their 
people,  at  Port  Orford.  He  was  then  to  proceed  to  the  Illinois  valley 
and  confer  with  old  chief  John,  the  reputed  leading  war  chief  of 
southern  Oregon,  and,  if  possible,  to  induce  him  and  his  band  to  meet 
the  other  tribes  at  Port  Orford,  and  go  with  them  to  the  coast  reser- 
vation. 

I  took  passage  on  the  steamer  Columbia  on  the  14th  ultimo,  accom- 
panied by  W.  H.  Wright  as  messenger,  and  arrived  at  Port  Orford 
on  the  16th. 

Colonel  Buchanan,  in  command  of  the  regular  troops  operating  in 
that  district,  had  been  absent  some  time,  and  for  several  days  no  in- 
telligence had  been  received  as  to  his  whereabouts  ;  and  as  it  was  ex- 
pected that  a  packtrain  would  be  in  for  supplies  within  a  few  days, 
and  the  uncertainty  of  finding  the  command,  I  determined  to  await 
the  arrival  of  this  train,  and  made  use  of  the  time  in  conferring  with 
the  Indians  assembled  at  Port  Orford,  and  sending  my  messenger  to 
scattering  bands  who  had  not  been  engaged  in  hostilities  A  consid- 
erable number  of  the  Lower  Coquille  bands  had  been  once  induced  to 
come  in,  but  by  the  meddlesome  interference  of  a  few  squaw  men  and 
reckless  disturbers  of  the  peace,  they  were  frightened,  and  fled  the  en- 
campment. A  party  of  miners  and  others,  who  had  collected  at  Port 
Orford,  volunteered,  pursued,  and  attacked  those  Indians  near  the 
mouth  of  Coquille,  killing  fourteen  men  and  one  woman,  and  taking 
a  few  prisoners.  This  was  claimed  by  them  as  a  battle,  notwithstand- 
ing no  resistance  was  made  by  the  Indians.  A  portion  of  this  band 
were  yet  in  the  mountains,  and  the  Upper  Coquilles  were  nearly  all 
at  their  old  homes,  or  skulking  in  that  vicinity.  Before  my  arrival, 
agent  Olney  had  sent  messengers  to  those  bands,  and  information  had 
been  received  that  those  living  near  the  coast  were  coming  in.  I  de- 
spatched messengers  to  all  the  upper  bands,  and  on  the  22d  they 
came  into  camp,  and  expressed  a  willingness  to  remain  at  any  point 
which  might  be  designated.  In  reply  to  questions  asked  those  who 
had  previously  been  there  and  fled,  why  they  left,  replied  that  they 
were  told  that  one  object  in  getting  them  there  was  to  put  them  to 
death.  This  impression,  by  them,  appeared  to  be  very  well  verified; 
for  among  the  number  who  first  surrendered  of  this  band,  were  two 
Indians  who  had  been  charged  with  participating  in  the  murder  of 
two  white  men  two  years  previous.  The  citizens  demanded  their  ar- 
rest. One  was  taken  and  delivered  to  Lieutenant  McFeely,  command- 
ant at  Port  Orford,  and  was  put  by  him  in  the  guard-house.  The 
other  made  his  escape  a  few  days  after.  Agent  Olney  requested  the 
lieutenant  to  permit  him  to  take  the  Indian  before  a  civil  officer  for 
examination,  which  request  was  complied  with  ;  when  the  Indian 
was  turned  over  by  the  agent  to  a  mass  meeting  of  the  people  assem- 
bled for  that  purpose,  tried,  condemned,  and  immediately  executed, 
by  hanging.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  state  that  the  Indian  is  alleged 
to  have  confessed  his  guilt  through  an  interpreter,  and  very  Ukelf 
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deserved  death  ;  but  that  could  give  no  justification  for  the  act  of  the 
agent  in  turning  him  over  and  aiding  a  mob  in  thug  unlawfully  con- 
demning and  executing  him.  [I  will,  in  another  communication, 
advert  to  the  acts  of  this  agent,  and  suggest  such  action  as  I  think 
the  public  service  requires.] 

On  the  20th,  the  pack-train  from  Colonel  Buchanan's  command  ar- 
rived at  Port  Orford,  but  did  not  leave  before  the  24th.  I  availed 
myself  of  the  opportunity  to  accompany  the  escort  with  this  train 
as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Rogue  river,  when,  with  Agent  Olney,  W.  H. 
Wright,  J.  L.  McPherson,  and  three  Port  Orford  Indians,  we  pro- 
ceeded in  advance  to  the  point  on  Illinois  river,  said  to  be  Colonel 
Buchanan's  camp.  This  we  reached,  over  a  mountainous  trail,  on 
the  morning  of  the  27th,  but  found  the  camp  deserted.  Following 
down  the  river  to  its  junction  with  Rogue  river  we  found  a  part  of  the 
colonel's  command. 

Whilst  encamped  on  Illinois  river,  Colonel  Buchanan  had  suc- 
ceeded in  inducing  the  chiefs  of  all  the  bands  in  southern  Oregon 
engaged  in  hostilities,  including  old  John's,  George's,  and  Limpy's, 
to  come  into  council,  where,  with  the  exception  of  John's  band,  all 
had  agreed  to  come  in,  give  up  their  arms,  and  go  to  the  reservation. 
John  was  willing  to  make  peace,  but  would  not  agree  to  leave  the 
country,  but  would  live  and  die  in  it.  An  agreement  was  made  by 
which  Captain  Smith  and  Lieutenant  Switzer,  with  their  companies, 
were  to  meet  George's,  Limpy's,  Cow  Creeks,  and  Galleace  Creek  bands 
in  four  days  at  the  Big  Bend  of  Rogue  river,  and  escort  them  to  the  north- 
ern end  of  the  coast  reservation  by  way  of  Fort  Lane.  Other  companies 
were  to  meet  at  the  coast,  and  some  of  the  Rogue  river  bands  at  a  point 
near  the  Macanoten  village,  six  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Illinois  river, 
and  escort  them  to  the  east  reservation  by  way  of  Port  Orford.  In 
accordance  with  this  arrangement,  Captain  Smith  and  Lieutenant 
Switzei*  went  to  the  point  indicated,  and  Captain  Augur  proceeded  in 
the  direction  to  the  lower  encampment.  Major  Reynolds  was  ordered 
to  take  the  trail  leading  to  Port  Orford,  expecting  to  meet  Captain 
Ord  with  the  pack  train  of  supplies,  and  escort  them  to  a  point  where 
the  trails  diverge  to  the  respective  encampments,  with  a  view  of  for- 
warding supplies  to  the  different  companies. 

The  colonel  had  accompanied  Captain  Augur's  company  to  the  top 
of  the  mountain  when  a  messenger  informed  him  of  my  arrival  at  the 
river  camp,  and  that  the  pack  train  had  taken  another  trail.  This 
rendered  it  necessary  that  he  should  change  his  plans,  which  he  did, 
by  ordering  the  companies  of  Major  Reynolds  and  Captain  Smith 
back.  About  this  time  a  messenger  from  Captain  Smith's  camp  in- 
formed him  that  they  expected  an  attack  from  the  Indians  in  that 
quarter.  The  messenger  was  sent  back  and  the  colonel  or  Captain 
Augur's  companies  returned  opposite  the  mouth  of  Illinois  river, 
which  is  some  seven  miles  below  the  Big  Bend,  or  Captain  Smith's 
encampment.  This  point  was  reached  at  sunset.  In  the  evening 
quite  a  number  of  canoes  filled  with  Indians  came  up  the  river,  many 
of  whom  appeared  anxious  to  pass  on  to  the  Big  Bend  ;  others  were 
merely  wishing  to  fish ;  others  desired  to  inform  the  upper  bands  of 
my  arrival,  &c. 
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A  guard  was  placed  at  the  river  bank  and  none  allowed  to  pass  Tip. 
Quite  a  number  remained  with  us  through  the  night.  In  the  moraine 
we  had  a  talk  with  the  Port  Orford  Indians,  from  whom  we  learned 
that  John  had  about  one  hundred  warriors,  who  had  resolved  upon 
attacking  Captain  Smith's  command  ;  but  as  there  were  about  ninety 
men  in  the  two  companies,  with  a  howitzer,  no  uneasiness  was  felt  as 
to  their  safety.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  Captain  Augur  was  di- 
rected to  open  a  trail  up  the  river  to  the  Big  Bend  ;  but  soon  after  he 
left,  the  messenger,  who  had  the  day  previous  returned  to  Captain 
Smith's  camp,  arrived,  and  reported  that  those  companies  were  and 
had  been  during  the  night  engaged  in  a  fight  with  the  Indians  ;  that 
the  camp  was  entirely  surrounded  by  them,  and  that  he  was  unable 
to  approach  it.  Captain  Augur  was  immediately  recalled  and  di- 
rected to  take  two  clays'  rations  and  proceed  to  reinforce  Captain 
Smith.  With  agent  Olney  and  W.  H.  Wright,  I  accompanied  Cap- 
tain Augur,  reaching  the  Big  Bend  at  4  o'clock,  p.  m.,  where  we 
found  the  Indians  assembled  to  the  number  of,  perhaps,  two  hundred, 
and  the  camp  entirely  surrounded.  A  charge  was  made  by  Captain 
Augur,  and  the  Indians  gave  way,  when  Lieutenant  Switzer  charged 
those  in  the  rear  of  his  camp,  driving  them  from  their  position,  and 
the  rout  became  general.  The  Indians  left  the  field,  when  the  camp 
was  moved  to  a  more  eligible  position.  The  engagement  had  lasted 
about  thirty-six  hours,  the  last  twelve  of  which  the  army  was  without 
water.  Seven  men  and  one  Indian  ally  were  killed,  and  eighteen  men 
wounded,  one  of  whom  mortally,  up  to  the  time  of  our  arrival.  In 
the  charges  made  by  Captain  Augur  two  men  were  killed  and  three 
wounded.  Previous  to  the  engagement  two  women,  nieces  of  chief 
Elijah,  who  is  now  with  Sam's  band  on  the  Grande  Ronde  reserva- 
tion, came  into  Captain  Smith's  camp  and  remained  during  the  entirt 
sk'ge.  On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  I  sent  those  two  women  as  mes- 
sengers to  George  and  Limpy  to  advise  them  to  come  in  and  comply 
with  the  demand  made  by  Colonel  Buchanan.  They  returned  on  the 
same  day  with  an  Indian  on  horseback,  who  desired  an  interview  with 
me.  1  met  him  outside  of  camp.  He  finally  came  in,  and  I  sent  by 
him  a  message  to  George  and  Limpy,  as  the  women  had  failed  seeing 
them,  but  brought  a  report  that  the  volunteers  had  attacked  their 
camp,  killed  George  and  several  others,  and  had  taken  several  women 
and  children  prisoners  ;  but  later  in  the  day  one  of  those  said  to  have 
been  killed,  came  with  my  messenger,  who  returned  and  informed  me 
that  George  had  made  his  escape,  but  that  one  roan  and  one  woman 
had  been  killed,  and  one  man  wounded,  and  that  George  and  Limpy 
would  be  here  to-morrow.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th.  a  messenger 
was  sent  to  tho  Cow  Creek,  another  to  the  Galleace  Creek,  and  to 
John's  band.  In  the  evening  George  and  Limpy,  with  their  people, 
came  into  camp,  gave  up  their  guns,  and  submitted  as  prisoners  of 
war.  They  denied  being  in  the  recent  engagement,  and  said  they 
would  have  been  in  sooner,  but  John  threatened,  if  they  attempted  it, 
he  would  shoot  them. 

On  the  3l8t  Major  Lutshaw,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  volunteers, 
reached  the  Big  Bend,  from  the  meadows,  and  remained  until  June 
1,  and  then  returned.     They  had  taken  a  number  of  women  and 
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children  prisoners.  I  requested  that  they  might  be  turned  over  to 
me,  as  the  men  to  whom  the  women  and  children  belonged  were  pris- 
oners in  our  camp.  This  was  denied,  with  an  avowal,  on  the  part  of  the 
major,  that  they  should  not  leave  his  command  until  they  were  turned 
over  to  his  superior  officer,  and  declared  if  they  attempted  to  make 
their  escape,  or  if  they  (his  company)  were  attacked  by  other  Indians, 
he  would  put  them  all  to  death  ;  he  alleging  also,  in  his  conversation, 
that  the  same  bands  which  we  were  then  getting  in  might  have  been 
got  in  three  months  ago  upon  the  same  conditions  that  they  were 
coming  in  to  us,  but  that  their  orders  were  to  take  no  prisoners. 

On  the  9th  General  Lamerick,  in  command  of  the  volunteers,  ar- 
rived at  Big  Bend,  bringing  the  women  and  children  previously 
taken  by  Major  Lutshaw,  accompanied  by  sub-Agent  Metcalfe,  and  the 
two  Indians  from  the  reservation.  On  General  Lamerick's  arrival  at 
the  Meadows,  from  which  he  had  been  absent  some  time,  he  turned 
those  prisoners  over  to  Mr.  Metcalfe ;  and  on  reaching  the  Big  Bend 
they  were  immediately  placed  under  the  care  of  Colonel  Buchanan, 
with  other  bands,  which  had  numbered  by  this  time  two  hundred  and 
sixty-five  souls. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  Major  Reynolds  and  Captain  Augur  were  direct- 
ed, with  their  companies,  to  follow  down  the  river  as  far  as  the  mouth 
of  Illinois,  and  retain  possession  of  that  post,  and  collect  any  scat- 
tering Indians  who  might  be  found  in  that  vicinity.  These  companies 
were  accompanied  by  Captain  Bludso  and  his  company  of  volunteers, 
who  had  been  operating  along  the  coast  between  Port  Orford  and 
Chetco ;  Major  Reynolds  was  to  remain  at  the  mouth  of  Illinois  river, 
Captain  Augur  to  pass  down  the  north,  and  Captain  Bludso  down 
the  south  bank  of  Rogue  river  to  the  Indian  village  below  ;  and  after 
interrogating  them  as  to  their  feelings  and  intentions  in  relation  to 
coming  under  the  arrangement  with  the  colonel,  and  if  evidence  of  a 
refusal  so  to  do  was  apparent,  they  were  to  attack  them  ;  otherwise 
they  were  to  receive  them  in  accordance  with  previous  arrangements. 
Statements  of  Indians  then  in  our  camp  went  to  show  that  a  consider- 
able number  of  the  bands  down  the  river  were  engaged  in  the  fight 
against  Captain  Smith,  and  that  they  had  determined  upon  violating 
the  pledge  given  Colonel  Buchanan  at  Oak  Flats,  on  Illinois  river. 
About  five  miles  below  the  big  bend  of  Rogue  river  is  a  village  of  Cis- 
tocootes  Indians,  who  are  understood  to  be  among  the  number  recently 
engaged  against  Captain  Smith,  but  who  professedly  had  gone  below 
to  await  the  arrival  of  Captain  Augur.  Upon  arriving  at  the  village, 
the  advance  of  these  detachments  discovered  a  few  Indians  on  an 
island  in  the  river,  who,  upon  being  called  to,  attempted  to  flee,  when 
they  were  fired  upon,  and  three  Indians  and  one  woman  were  killed ; 
the  others  made  their  escape  down  the  river.  The  village  was  then 
burned,  and  the  troops  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Illinois  river,  where 
they  remained  during  the  night.  On  the  3d,  Captains  Augur  and 
Bludso  proceeded  as  before  indicated,  and  upon  reaching  the  In- 
dian encampment  a  few  were  seen  in  canoes,  who  were  hailed,  but 
sought  to  make  their  escape  ;  a  fire  was  opened  upon  them  by  Captain 
Augur's  company,  and  in  a  few  minutes  a  general  attack  was  made 
upon  the  encampment,  the  Indians  fleeing  into  the  river,  and  attempt- 
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ing  to  cross,  but  were  met  by  Captain  Bludso's  company  of  volunteers. 
Fourteen  Indians  were  killed  in  this  attack,  and  a  number — men, 
women,  and  children— were  supposed  to  be  drowned  in  their  attempt 
to  escape,  being  at  the  head  of  a  long  rapid  in  the  river,  which  was 
very  rocky  and  rough. 

Very  little  resistance  was  made  by  the  Indians— no  one  of  the  com- 
panies receiving  the  least  wound  from  them.  Captain  Augur  then 
proceeded  to  the  camp  designated  as  the  point  to  receive  the  Indians, 
(having  sent  a  messenger,  directing  them  when  and  where  to  meet 
the  camp.) 

On  the  10th,  Colonel  Buchanan  moved  his  entire  camp  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Port  Orford,  escorting  the  Indians  who,  at  that  date,  had 
collected  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  souls.  [In 
the  meantime,  having  received  information  that  considerable  excite- 
ment existed  among  the  citizens  and  Indians  at  Port  Orford,  and  having 
a  general  stampede  among  those  Indians,  I  directed  Agent  Olney  on 
the  6th  to  return  to  that  point.]  Leaving  the  command  of  Colonel 
Buchanan,  I  proceeded  and  joined  that  of  Captain  Bludso.  On  the 
evening  of  the  10th,  a  part  of  the  Indians  had  already  come  in  and 
delivered  up  their  arms.  On  the  11th,  additional  messengers  were 
sent;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  four  hundred  and  twenty-one 
Indians  had  joined  Captain  Augur's  camp.  This,  with  the  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven,  made  an  aggregate  of  seven  hundred  and  eight 
souls,  which,  on  the  13th,  took  up  the  line  of  march  to  Port  Orford. 
Whilst  at  Captajn  Augur's  camp,  two  sons  of  old  chief  John  came  in 
to  ascertain  the  condition  upon  which  his  band  would  be  received  by 
them.  I  sent  a  message,  reiterating  the  conditions  offered  by  Colonel 
Buchanan,  and  explaining  to  them  the  advantage  likely  to  accrue  to 
the  tribe  by  yielding  to  the  terms ;  which  were,  to  come  and  go  to  the 
coast  reservation  under  an  escort  of  United  States  troops.  The  young 
men  (John's  sons)  agreed  to  use  their  influence  to  induce  this  band  to 
come  in,  and  to  give  the  chief  the  benefit  of  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
treatment  extended  to  the  Rogue  river  Indians  on  the  Grande  Ronde 
reservation.  One  of  the  messengers  who  came  with  Mr.  Metcalfe  from 
the  Grande  Ronde,  and  with  whom  the  old  chief  was  intimately  ac- 
quainted, was  sent  to  have  an  interview  with  him.  The  impression 
of  this  messenger  was,  that  John  and  his  entire  band  would  come  in ; 
and  a  day  was  fixed  for  them  to  repair  to  the  mouth  of  Rogue  river, 
a  point  to  which  Major  Reynolds,  Captain  Jones,  and  Lieutenant  Dris- 
dal,  with  their  respective  companies,  were  respectively  directed  to  re- 
pair and  meet  them  and  the  Chetcoos,  Pistol  river  band,  and  a  few  of 
those  residing  along  Rogue  river,  below  the  Cosotoul  village.  These 
bands,  with  those  already  surrendered,  comprise  the  entire  hostile 
parties  in  southern  Oregon.  The  encampment  of  John's  party  was 
said  to  be  in  the  forks  below  Illinois  and  Rogue  rivers,  a  distance, 
owing  to  the  nature  of  the  country,  requiring  from  four  to  six  days  to 
go  and  return  with  their  people  to  the  point  indicated.     Having  ad- 

i'usted  these  matters,  I  returned  with  my  party  to  Port  Orford,  where 
'.  found  the  people,  Indian  agents,  and  Indians,  equally  jealous  and 
suspicious  of  each  other.  A  few  Indian  women ,  claimed  by  white  men, 
had  circulated  a  report  that  spies  were  in  the  habit  of  coming  from 
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Rogue  river  and  visiting  the  Indian  encampment  at  Port  Orford  dar- 
ing the  night,  and  that  a  plot  had  been  matured,  by  which  they  were 
to  attack  and  destroy,  first,  the  town,  and  next  the  garrison,  and  that 
these  Indians  had  proceeded  up  the  coast  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
a  combination  among  the  Coose  bay  and  Umpaquah  Indians.  Agent 
Olney  appeared  so  well  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  this  report,  that  he 
reported  the  matter  to  me  by  express  messenger,  and  had  sent  an  ex- 
press up  the  coast  to  Sub-agent  Drew,  informing  him  of  the  matter, 
and  reporting  that  a  volunteer  company,  which  had  been  stationed  at 
Coose  bay,  and  which  had  previously  made  application  to  me,  tender- 
ing their  services  to  aid  in  removing  the  Indians,  and  which  services 
I  had  refused  to  accept,  and  recommended  a  dismissal  of,  should  not 
be  disbanded,  as  their  services  doubtless  would  be  required.  This 
matter  had  somewhat  subsided,  and  matters  remained  comparatively 
quiet  until  after  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Buchanan  with  his  command 
and  the  Indian  prisoners,  when  the  lovers  of  excitement  succeeded  in 
creating  another  fresh  one,  which,  for  a  time,  seemed  to  threaten  abor- 
tion to  all  hopes  of  effecting  a  reconciliation.  Upon  this  occasion  I 
visited  the  Indian  encampment,  collected  the  chiefs,  explained  to  them 
the  report  I  had  heard*  and  requested  that  they  would  deliver  them- 
selves unconditionally  to  me,  and  go  to  the  fort  and  remain  during 
the  night  said  to  be  fixed  upon  for  the  attack.  They  consented  without 
hesitation.  In  the  morning  they  were  allowed  to  return  to  their  camp. 
Yery  many  believed  a  plan  had  been  arranged  among  these  tribes  to 
cut  off  the  garrison  and  town  and  co-operate  with  those  in  the  field ; 
but  I  am  satisfied  the  whole  thing  was  concocted  by  evil-disposed  per- 
sons to  cause  an  estampede  among  the  Indians;  and  as  a  mutual  fear 
existed  between  the  parties,  a  trifling  report  caused  the  alarm.  Fear- 
ing that  similar  and  more  serious  and  successful  efforts  would  be  made 
to  cause  a  rupture  with  these  bands,  and  the  fact  that  quite  a  number 
were  unable,  from  old  age  and  sickness,  to  travel  by  land,  and  the  ab- 
sence of  the  necessary  means  to  transport  provision  for  so  great  a  num- 
ber of  Indians,  I  deemed  it  better  to  transport  by  steam  to  Portland, 
thence  by  river  boats  to  Dayton,  from  whence  they  could  be  trans- 
ported by  teams  belonging  to  the  department  to  the  coast.  Another 
consideration  inducing  this  step  was  the  limited  amount  of  rations  at 
Port  Orford  and  the  delay  and  great  expense  attending  its  procure- 
ment. 

The  slow  rate  at  which  we  would  have  had  to  travel  with  this  band 
would  have  required  nearly  one  month  to  reach  the  destined  encamp- 
ment. Rations  for  that  time  would  necessarily  have  to  be  transported 
to  the  coast,  of  which  alone  would  have  been  no  inconsiderable  amount. 

The  passage  here  from  Port  Orford  was  agreed  upon  at  ten  dollars 
per  head,  (usual  steerage  fare  twenty  dollars,)  not  counting  infants, 
which  fare  was  to  include  rations  and  the  transportation  of  baggage. 
They  were  put  on  board  in  a  hurry,  and  their  number  could  not  accu- 
rately be  taken,  but  were  estimated  at  six  hundred;  a  subsequent 
enumeration  gives  seven  hundred  and  ten  souls,  (199  men,  226  women, 
127  boys,  and  118  girls  ;  ninety-five  of  the  boys  and  girls  are  infants.) 

The  passage  fare  from  Portland  to  Oregon  city  was  five  hundred 
dollars,  and  from  thence  to  Dayton  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
49 
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With  the  exception  of  the  Upper  Coquille  band,  all  those  who  have 
been  congregated  at  Port  Orford  daring  the  war  came  upon  the  steamer, 
as  did  also  the  Engnas  and  a  part  of  the  Joshuts,  Macanotens,  Techa- 
quit,  Klantlalas,  Tootootone,  Cosatomy,  Scotons,  and  Cow  Creek  Ump- 
quahs. 

These  bands  have  been  engaged  in  the  late  hostilities,  and  a  few  had 
taken  a  very  active  part  in  the  murder  of  our  citizens  and  burning 
and  destroying  property.  At  the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  the 
war  of  Rogue  river,  they  had,  however,  yielded  and  given  up  their 
arms  and  submitted  as  prisoners  of  war,  with  a  pledge  from  the  mili- 
tary officers  of  a  safe  conduct  to  the  reservation. 

Very  many  of  those  people  were  in  a  very  destitute  condition,  their 
property  and  effects  being  chiefly  burned  with  their  village. 

This  consideration  bad,  doubtless,  its  effects  in  inducing  them  to 
submit  to  lerms.  Those  who  had  remained  friendly  and  stationed  at 
Port  Orford,  owing  to  the  confinement  and  entire  absence  of  means  to 
obtain  clothing,  were  destitute  of  essential  articles  to  appear  decent, 
much  less  comfortable.  The  goods  given  them  at  the  time  of  the 
treaty  had  nearly  all  disappeared,  and  very  many  of  the  bands  were 
nearly  in  a  state  of  nudity.  Upon  arriving  at  Portland  I  purchased 
such  goods  as  their  necessities  required  and  demanded,  directing  ship- 
ments to  Dayton,  where  they  are  now  being  distributed  to  the  indi- 
vidual members  of  the  families.  The  non-arrival  of  a  part  of  their 
goods  will  prevent  their  departure  to  the  coast  before  Monday,  the  7th. 
They  are  generally  in  good  health,  and  appear  well  pleased  with  the 
trip,  but  anxious  to  reach  the  point  of  destination  to  see  their  future 
home.  In  coming  up  the  coast  the  steamer  had  neared  the  beach 
along  the  upper  line  of  the  reservation,  and  the  appearance  of  the 
country  appeared  to  give  them  great  satisfaction  and  encouragement. 
They  viewed  the  point  designed  as  their  home  with  great  interest,  and 
appeared  well  pleased  with  its  prospects.  They  obeyed  cheerfully 
every  requirement,  and  if  the  proper  interest  is  shown  we  have  noth- 
ing to  fear  from  these  people. 

It  is  expected  that  such  of  those  left  at  Port  Orford,  and  those  that 
may  come  in  who  are  unable  to  travel  by  land  on  foot,  will  be  sent  up 
by  steamer,  the  expenses  being  less  than  to  hire  animals  to  be  used  for 
such  purpose. 

Prior  to  my  leaving  home,  I  directed  Captain  Rinearson,  with  a 
party  of  eight  men,  to  proceed  by  land  to  Port  Orford,  taking  with 
him  horses  to  transport  provisions  and  aid  in  removing  Indians  to 
the  reservation  ;  he  was  at  the  point  in  due  time,  where  I  left  him  to 
take  charge  of  and  remind  the  upper  band  of  Coquilles  they  were  to 
have  started  on  the  30th  ultimo.  Colonel  Buchanan  contemplated 
forwarding  different  detachments  in  the  direction  of  the  reservation  as 
soon  as  those  bands  were  collected. 

The  first  effort  made  to  induce  the  Indians  to  come  up  by  steamer 
was  met  by  great  opposition,  but  when  told  that  I  would  accompany 
them,  and  that  the  trip  would  be  performed  in  a  short  time,  and  this 
mode,  contrasted  with  the  time  and  hardships  attending  the  trip  up 
the  trail,  they  yielded,  and  a  greater  number  came  than  I  had  at  first 
designed  taking. 
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A  difference  of  opinion  may  be  entertained  as  to  the  kind  of  treat- 
ment these  prisoners  should  receive  at  our  hands.  It  is  evident  to  me 
that  a  proper  discrimination  should  he  made  between  them  and  those 
who  have  remained  friendly.  The  degree  of  guilt  in  instigating  the 
insurreotion,  and  the  part  each  took  in  the  first  outrages  perpetrated 
against  our  people,  should  also  be  taken  into  consideration. 

The  importance  of  closing  the  war  before  the  periodical  drouth, 
which  would  enable  the  enemy,  with  comparative  little  risk  to  them- 
selves, to  destroy  entire  settlements,  and  the  great  difficulty  in  prose- 
cuting a  war  against  such  a  people  in  a  mountainous  region,  may  be 
regarded  as  justifying  less  stringent  measures  with  the  enemy  than 
many  would  deem  proper. 

The  future  management  of  these  Indians,  and  the  maintenance  of 
peace  hereafter,  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  adoption  of  mea- 
sures for  the  present. 

The  unconditional  surrender  of  these  Indians  to  Colonel  Buchanan 
had  coupled  with  it  a  condition  that  they  were  to  go  to  the  coast  res- 
ervation under  an  escort  of  United  States  troops,  and  that  of  course 
implied  protection.  A  detail  of  what  was  to  follow,  of  course,  was  not 
discussed,  and  the  arrest  and  trial  of  all  the  leaders  in  the  attack  last 
made  could  not  be  construed  by  us  as  a  breach  of  faith,  but  it  would, 
doubtless,  be  implied  by  some  as  such.  An  example,  however,  made 
of  some  of  the  principal  leaders  by  a  trial  and  punishment,  would 
undoubtedly  have  a  salutary  influence  ;  but  if  such  were  contemplated, 
that  examination  and  trial,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  made  by  the 
military  department  prior  to  their  removal  to,  and  location  on,  the 
reservation.  If  they  refused  to  surrender  upon  condition  that  they 
shall  give  up  their  leaders  for  trial  and  punishment,  it  is  good  evU 
dence  that  they  are  not  whipped.  If  they  are  received  without  any 
such  expressed  condition,  but  upon  terms  which  they  would  construe 
as  overlooking  the  past,  it  will  undoubtedly  require  additional  milU 
tary  force  for  a  few  years  to  insure  their  good  conduct.  An  entire 
separation  from  whites,  except  such  as  are  employed  in  the  service,, 
with  discreet,  just,  and  proper  agents  to  constantly  watch  over  them,, 
may  reduce  them  to  a  state  of  quietude  and  order. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JOEL  PALMER, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affmrs. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington  city,  D.  C. 


No.  93. 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs* 

Dayton,  Oregon  Territory,  July  18>  1-856. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  letter  written  by 
Robert  C.  Buchanan,  lieutenant-colonel  4th  infantry,  commanding 
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the  military  forces  in  southern  Oregon  and  northern  California,  an- 
nouncing the  close  of  the  war  in  that  district ;  also  two  orders,  one  re- 
lative to  disposition  of  the  United  States  troops,  the  other  directing  the 
removal  of  white  men  from  the  reservation,  &c. 

In  addition  to  the  ten  or  twelve  Indians  mentioned  by  Colonel 
Buchanan  as  having  fled  to  the  mountains,  I  am  informed  by  Mr. 
McGuire,  just  arrived  from  that  district,  that  there  are  several  families 
scattered  about  in  the  mountains,  but  who  will  undoubtedly  consent  to 
come  to  the  reservation  after  having  heard  of  the  safe  arrival  of  those 
who  preceded  them.  No  further  difficulty,  I  am  persuaded,  need  be 
apprehended  from  those  left  behind ;  but  so  long  as  they  are  in  that 
vicinity  their  presence  will  doubtless  be  made  a  ground  for  constant 
alarm  and  insecurity,  and  enable  the  lawless  and  vicious  portion  of  the 
white  population  to  commit  acts  of  violence  and  depredation  and  fasten 
them  upon  the  Indians.  We  will  undoubtedly  be  able,  during  the 
season,  to  gather  them  up  and  place  them  upon  the  reservation. 

An  exact  enumeration  of  the  bands  which  came  up  in  the  last 
steamer  gives  a  total  of  729  souls;  183  of  whom  are  warriors,  300 
women,  72  boys,  71  girls,  and  103  infants,  all  of  whom  have  been 
furnished  a  limited  amount  of  clothing,  and  have  torday  left  this  place 
for  the  coast,  via  Grande  Bonde. 

I  have  been  for  the  last  few  days  quite  indisposed,  but  will  this 
afternoon,  accompanied  by  Captain  C.  C.  Augur,  United  States  army, 
proceed  to  the  Grande  Bonde,  and  thence  to  the  coast,  and  south  as  far 
as  the  Yah-quo-na;  thence  across  the  mountains  to  a  valley  on  the 
head  of  Seletz  river,  to  ascertain  its  adaptation  for  a  settlement  of  In- 
dians and  the  establishment  of  a  temporary  military  post. 

The  Indians  gathered  from  remote  points  give  us  but  little  trouble 
at  the  encampments;  but  many  of  those  who  have  heretofore  resided 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Grande  Bonde  are  often  running  away,  which 
requires  the  constant  employment  of  messengers,  and  sometimes  troops, 
to  hunt  them  up.  I  have  good  reasons  to  believe  they  are  enticed 
away  by  whites  who  desire  the  benefit  of  their  labor ;  but  of  this  I 
have  no  positive  proof  beyond  the  statements  of  the  Indians,  whose 
evidence  is  inadmissible  in  our  courts  of  law. 

The  fish  6eines  ordered  from  San  Francisco  have  been  received,  and 
are  taken  over  to  the  coast  to  aid  in  their  subsistence.  Two  of  the 
largest  have  been  transferred  to  agent  Thompson,  at  the  Dalles,  for 
those  of  his  district. 

I  am  happy  to  think  that,  in  a  general  point  of  view,  all  of  onr 
operations  on  the  coast  reservation  will  be  crowned  with  success. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOEL  PALMER, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 

Hon.  George  W.  Mantpennt, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs,  Washington  city,  D.  Q. 
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No.  94. 

Fort  Orford,  Oregon  Territory, 

July  8,  1856. 

Dear  Sir  :  Allow  me  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  letter  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  which  was  received  by  the  return  of  the  Columbia,  and  to 
congratulate  you  upon  the  success  of  the  experiment  of  sending  the 
Indians  by  sea,  as  it  has  produced  a  very  favorable  result.  Captain 
Floyd  Jones  will  go  up  in  the  steamer  this  time  with  George  and 
Limpy's  people,  and  the  remainder  of  the  Lower  Rogue  river  Indians, 
to  follow  the  same  route  that  Augur's  party  did,  and  I  trust  they  will 
be  equally  fortunate  in  their  weather.  You  will  be  happy  to  learn 
that  the  war  is  really  closed,  by  the  surrender  of  old  John  and  all  his 
people  on  the  29th  ultimo.  They  arrived  here  on  the  second,  and 
will  leave  to-morrow  with  the  Chitcoes  and  Pistol  Rivers,  or  rather 
with  such  of  these  latter  scamps  as  have  not  stolen  off  with  George, 
as  some  of  them  have  done,  escorted  by  Mijor  Reynolds  and  Lieu- 
tenant Chandler.  There  are  some  ten  or  fifteen  Indians,  perhaps, 
scattered  about  in  the  woods,  who  have  not  yet  come  in,  but  I  shall 
make  an  effort  to  have  them  collected  by  Captain  Smith  at  Fort  Lane, 
and  taken  up  by  him  when  he  goes.  I  have  forwarded  you  two  of  my 
orders  for  your  information,  and  hope  that  you  will  excuse  me  for 
mentioning  your  name  in  one  of  them,  as  although  it  cannot  be  of 
any  service  to  you,  it  will  at  least  show  my  appreciation  of  your  effort* 
in  the  common  cause.  I  shall  leave  here  for  Benicia  in  the  steamer, 
on  her  return,  having  been  ordered  to  report  in  person  to  the  general, 
and  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  inform  him  verbally  of  the  value  of 
your  services. 

I  am.  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  C.  BUCHANAN, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  United  States  Army. 

To  General  Joel  Palmer, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  95. 


Headquarters,  Fort  Orford,  Oregon  Territory, 
District  Southern  Oregon  and  Northern  California,  July  4,  1856. 

[Orders  No.  6.] 

The  war  heretofore  existing  in  this  district  having  been  closed  by 
the  surrender  of  the  several  hostile  Indian  bands,  the  following  dis- 
tribution of  the  troops  will  be  made  in  obedience  to  instructions  from 
the  commanding  general  of  the  department : 

Company  "C,"  1st  dragoons,  Captain  A.  J.  Smith,  will  proceed 
▼ia  Fort  Lane,  to  take  his  post  at  the  upper  pass  to  the  coast  reserva- 
tion, halting  long  enough  at  the  former  post  to  allow  the  necessary 
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arrangements  for  this  change  of  station  to  be  made,  and  for  the  settle- 
ment of  unfinished  public  business.  Assistant  Surgeon  C.  H.  Craw 
will  accompany  the  command  to  its  new  post,  and  First  Lieutenant  N. 
B.  Sweitzer,  1st  dragoons,  as  far  as  Fort  Lane,  where  he  will  turn 
over  his  public  property  to  First  Lieutenant  E.  Underwood,  4th 
infantry,  and  then  join  his  proper  company. 

Company  "B,"  3d  artillery,  Captain  E.  0.  C.  Ordy  will  proceed  to 
Benicia,  California,  taking  passage  on  the  steamer  Columbia  on  her 
next  downward  trip. 

Company  "F,"  4th  infantry,  Captain  De  Floyd  Jones  will  proceed 
in  the  Columbia  on  her  next  upward,  trip  to  escort  George  and  Limpy's 
bands,  and  the  Lower  Bogue  river  Indians,  via  Portland,  to  the  coast 
reservation,  and  having  turned  them  over  to  the  Indian  department, 
will  take  post  at  the  upper  pass. 

Company  "  H,"  3d  artillery,  Brevet  Major  J.  F.  Reynolds,  withtha 
detachment  of  "E,"  4th  infantry,  Second  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Chandler 
3d  artillery,  will  move  on  Wednesday,  the  Uth  instant,  to  escort  old 
John's  band,  the  Pistol  river  and  Chetcoe  Indians  to  the  coast  reser- 
vation, and  they  having  been  turned  over  to  the  Indian  department, 
company  "H"  will  take  post  near  the  mouth  of  the  Sinsilaw  river. 
The  detachment  of  company  "  E  "  having  performed  such  further  es- 
cort duty  as  may  be  requisite  to  guard  the  Indians  to  their  several 
locations,  will  rejoin  its  proper  company.  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  J. 
Milhau  will  accompany  the  command. 

The  sick  and  wounded  in  hospital  will  remain  at  this  post,  under 
the  medical  care  of  Assistant  Surgeon  R.  Glison,  until  further  orders 
from  the  headquarters  of  the  department.  The  necessary  attendants 
will  be  left  with  them. 

II.  First  Lieutenant  R.  Macferly,  4th  infantry,  acting  assistant 
quartermaster,  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation  for  the  com- 
mands of  Captains  Ord  and  Floyd  Jones,  making  a  separated  contract 
for  the  passage  fare  of  the  Indians  to  Portland.  Captain  Floyd  Jones 
will  perform  the  duties  of  acting  assistant  quartermaster  to  his  com- 
mand, and  furnish  transportation  from  Portland. 

Second  Lieutenant  G.  P.  Ihrie  will  assign  the  requisite  proportions 
of  his  pack  train  to  the  command  of  Captain  Smith  and  Major  Rey- 
nolds, and  as  soon  as  the  services  of  any  portion  of  the  hired  part  can 
be  dispensed  with  it  will  be  at  once  discharged. 

III.  Until  further  orders,  company  "D,"  3d  artillery,  and  "E," 
4th  infantry,  will  continue  to  garrison  Fort  Jones,  California,  and 
company  "  D,"  4th  infantry,  Fort  Lane,  Oregon  Territory. 

The  detachments  from  those  companies  now  in  the  field  will  rejoin 
their  proper  post. 

IV.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  district  cannot  separate  from 
those  troops  that  have  formed  his  command  in  the  field  without  ac- 
knowledging his  obligations  to  officers  and  men  for  their  ready,  cheer- 
ful and  energetic  efforts  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  them,  which 
have  resulted,  under  Providence,  so  creditably  to  themselves  and  so 
beneficial  to  our  country.  The  result  of  the  campaign  is  the  best 
evidence  of  the  value  of  their  services. 

He  takes  this  opportunity  to  return  his  thanks  to  the  officers  of  his 
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staff.  Second  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Chandler,  3d  artillery,  acting  assistant 
adjutant  general,  First  Lieutenant  R.  Macferly,  4th  infantry,  acting 
assistant  commissary  of  subsistence  and  acting  assistant  quarter- 
master at  this  department ;  Second  Lieutenant  G.  P.  Ihrie,  3d  artil- 
lery, acting  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence  and  acting  assistant 
quartermaster  to  the  troops  in  the  field ;  Assistant  Surgeons  E.  H. 
Crane  and  J.  J.  Milhau,  on  duty  in  the  field,  and  Assistant  Surgeon 
K.  Glison  in  charge  of  the  general  hospital,  for  the  prompt  and 
efficient  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  various  duties. 

He  also  takes  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  valuable  services 
of  General  Joel  Palmer,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  whose  pre- 
sence in  our  camp,  and  judicious  exertions,  contributed  in  a  great 
degree  to  produce  the  rapidity  with  which  the  various  bands  of  the 
enemy  surrendered  themselves. 

To  one  and  oil  of  those  who  have  served  with  him  the  command- 
ing officer  offers  his  kindest  wishes  for  their  future  welfare. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  R.  C.  Buchanan  : 

J.  G.  CHANDLER, 
Second  Lieut.  3d  Artillery,  Acting  Assistant  Adft  General. 

General  Joel  Palmer, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs }  Oregon  Territory. 


No.  96. 


Headquarters,  Fort  Orpord,  Oregon  Territory, 
District  Southern  Oregon  and  Northern  California,  July  7,  1856. 

[Orders  No.  7.] 

Agreeably  to  instructions  received  from  the  commanding  general 
of  the  department,  officers  commanding  the  new  posts  to  be  estab- 
lished on  the  coast  reservation  will  not  permit  any  white  man  to  go 
on  the  reserve  except  those  who  are  actually  employed  by  the  super- 
intendent of  Indian  affairs,  who  will  furnish  them  with  the  names  of 
all  who  are  or  may  be  employed  on  the  reserve.  All  and  any  per- 
sons whose  names  shall  not  be  furnished  to  the  commanders  of  the 
several  posts  as  above  directed  will  be  forthwith  removed. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  R.  C.  Buchanan: 

J.  G.  CHANDLER, 
Second  Lieut.  3d  Artillery,  Acting  Assistant  Adft  General 

General  Joel  Palmer, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  Oregon  Territory. 


No.  97. 


Utah  Territory,  Office  Superintendent, 

Great  Salt  Lake  City,  June  30,  1S56. 

Sir:    I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  by  the  mail  of  July  1,  this 
my  report  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1856. 
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By  the  first  of  June  mail  for  the  east,  and  under  date  May  27,  I 
wrote  somewhat  at  length  concerning  the  reported  Capote  Indian 
affair,  and  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  communications,  which  letter 
I  trust  has  come  safe  to  hand. 

So  liar  as  I  am  informed,  the  Indians  within  this  superintendency 
have,  during  the  past  quarter,  been  entirely  peaceful  in  their  con- 
duct towards  the  whites  and  with  each  other ;  and  I  am  happy  in 
being  able  to  state  that  several  are  turning  their  attention  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  appear  desirous  of  forsaking  their  idle  and  preda- 
tory habits,  and  of  becoming  familiar  with  the  labor  and  duties 
pertaining  to  civilized  life. 

Farming  is  being  successfully  conducted  on  three  of  the  Indian 
reservations  made  by  agent  Garland  Hurt,  viz :  on  Corn  creek,  in 
Millard  county,  on  Twelve-mile  creek,  in  San  Pete  county,  and  near 
the  mouth  of  Spanish  Fork,  in  Utah  county,  besides  the  operations 
of  the  government  farmers,  and  the  voluntary  assistance  of  various 
individuals.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  laudable  efforts  will  be 
crowned  with  desired  success,  that  the  red  men  will  be  successfully 
induced  to  materially  contribute  to  their  own  support,  and  thereby 
not  only  relieve  the  whites,  with  whom  they  come  in  contact,  of  a 
constant,  harassing,  and  great  expense,  but  steadily  advance  them- 
selves in  the  habits,  means,  and  appliances  of  civilized  life. 

Fortunately,  the  Indian  disturbances  immediately  outside  our  bor- 
ders have  as  yet  failed  to  attract  the  notice  or  enlist  the  sympathies 
and  aid  of  any  of  the  Indians  in  Utah  ;  and  you  may  be  assured  that 
I  shall  spare  no  pains  to  have  them  properly  instructed  to  keep  aloof 
from  border  feuds,  and  to  cherish  that  pacific  course  which  is  bo 
essential  to  their  existence  and  advancement. 

Agent  George  W.  Armstrong  has  lately  visited  the  Indians  in  the 
counties  south  of  here  as  far,  1  believe,  as  the  southern  boundaries 
of  the  Territory,  but  through  lack  of  time,  I  presume,  since  his  re- 
turn a  short  time  since,  has  not  as  yet  forwarded  his  report  and 
accompanying  papers  for  this  quarter.  I  am  therefore  unable  to 
furnish  the  department  with  official  particul  ire  pertaining  to  his  trip. 

From  incidental  information,  I  learn  that  the  natives  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Harmony,  in  Washington  county,  and  near  the  Los 
Yegos,  and  upon  the  Santa  Clara,  are  many  of  them  very  industrious 
and  anxious  to  learn  to  till  the  soil ;  and  every  facility  consistent 
with  their  habits,  necessities,  and  a  rigid  economy,  are  being  ex- 
tended to  them,  so  far  as  individual  means  and  government  appro- 
5 nations  will  warrant,  and  it  is  certainly  just,  politic,  and  highly 
esirable  that  government  should  afford  them  means  for  encouraging 
these  untutored  and  hitherto  wild  and  idle  people,  in  their  desires 
and  efforts  for  improvement,  and  not  through  parsimony  or  a  grudg- 
ing benevolence,  scantily  meted  out,  cause  them  to  revert  io  their 
former  loathsome  habits,  with  an  increased  stubborness  in  vicious- 
ness,  though  having  made  an  abortive  step  towards  commendable 
advancement. 

The  •  overnment  policy,  now  briefly  suggested,  is  equally  applica- 
ble to  ii  arly  all,  if  not  to  all,  the  tribes  within  my  jurisdiction,  or, 
from  w..at  I  can  learn,  notwithstanding  their  ignorant  and  degraded 
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condition,  and  the  want,  until  within  a  few  years,  of  the  benefits  and 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  intercourse  with  an  exemplary  white 
population,  their  conduct  has  been  far  more  commendable  than*  that 
of  many  tribes  who  have  received,  and  are  still  receiving  liberal 
appropriations. 

In  this  connexion,  it  may  not  be  amiss  for  me  to  state  that  nearly  , 
two  years  have  elapsed  since  Congress  appropriated  over  forty 
thousand  dollars  for  the  express  purpose  of  making  treaties,  &c, 
with  the  Indians  in  Utah,  that  their 'lands  have  been  traversed  by 
government  surveying  parties  now  almost  a  year,  and  still  not  one 
dollar  of  that  appropriation  has  yet  been  expended  within  this  super- 
intendency,  and,  for  Aught  I  know,  is  still  fast  in  the  coffers  at  Wash- 
ington. Is  this  just?  Has  it  any  precedent  in  usage  loward  tribes 
in  any  other  State  or  Territory?  More  especially  when  the  relative 
conduct,  facilities,  and  advantages  of  the  various  tribes  are  taken 
into  account.* 

Dr.  Hurt  is  still  absent  on  his  trip  to  Carson  Valley  and  the 
neighboring  regions,  having  gone  by  way  of  the  Humboldt  or 
Mary's  river.  I  have  received  no  communication  from  him  since  his 
departure,  but  am  informed  that  he  was  twenty  miles  below  the 
bridge  over  Mary's  river  on  the  5th  of  June ;  that  the  Indians  met 
with  were  friendly ;  that  he  had  made  them  presents,  and  that  him- 
self and  party  were  well,  and  making  good  progress.  His  absence  on 
official  duty  will,  I  presume,  satisfactorily  account  for  the  non-trans- 
mission of  his  report,  since  in  travelling  and  camping  far  from  mail 
routes  entirely  precludes  making  up  and  forwarding  important  docu- 
ments. 

Your  letter  of  May  19,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  ac- 
counts, &c,  for  4th  quarter  of  1854,  came  to  hand  on  the  28th 
instant. 

The  drought  and  insects  of  last  summer  cut  off,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  usual  supply  of  weed  seeds,  and  the  crops  of  the  Indians  engaged 
in  farming,  and  the  severity  of  the  past  winter  precluded  the  cus- 
tomary pursuit  of  game,  which  is  extremely  scarce  at  best.  These 
circumstances  will  account  for  the  absolute  necessity  of  furnishing  an 
unusual  amount  of  provisions  to  the  starving  red  men,  who  otherwise 
must  have  perished  through  lack  of  food,  and  even  then  many  would 
have  died  had  not  the  whites  voluntarily  contributed  much  larger 
aggregate  amounts  of  provisions,  which  has  been  invariable  the  case 
in  all  our  settlements  since  they  were  made.  It  is  obvious  that  aid 
to  the  Utah  Indians  should  be  more  liberal,  for  it  is  not  presumable 
that  the  government  expects  her  citizens  to  continually  sustain  them 
by  donations. 

Trusting  that  my  report  and  accompanying  papers  will  be  found 
satisfactory,  and  in.  due  form,  and  that  my  constant  and  strenuous 
efforts  to  properly  and  economically  carry  out    that  pacific  policy 


•  Governor  Young  is  mistaken  in  this,  as  the  records  of  the  Indian  Office  show  that 
drafts  to  the  amount  of  $27,074.80,  drawn  by  himself  and  Agents  Hurt  and  Armstrong, 
hare  been  paid  out  of  this  appropriation  for  Indian  purposes  in  Utah. 
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you  so  ably  advocate,  will  be  aided  by  your  influence  to  procure  that 
amount  and  speedy  application  of  appropriations  so  justly  due. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRIGHAM  YOUNG, 
Governor  and  ex-officio  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 
Hon.  George  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs,  Washington  city,  D.  C. 


No.  98. 


Office  Indian  Agent, 
Great  Salt  Lake  City,  U.  T.,  September  — ,  1856. 

Sib  :  Pursuant  to  instructions  received  from  your  office  early  last 
spring,  I  left  this  place  on  the  17th  day  of  May  last  on  a  western 
tour,  for  the  purpose  of  lending  my  influence  for  the  protection  of 
the  lives  and  property  of  emigrant  citizens  along  the  western  road, 
between  these  settlements  and  Carson  valley.  A  minute  detail  of  the 
trip  would,  I  think,  be  interesting,  but  would  render  an  ordinary 
communication  too  prolix.  Passing  beyond  the  settlements,  we  saw 
but  few  straggling  Indians  till  we  reached  Thousand  Spring  valley, 
on  the  31st  day  of  May,  where  we  met  a  small  band  of  about  sixty 
men,  women,  and  children,  who  had  heard  that  we  were  coming,  and 
had  been  watching  the  road  for  several  days.  They  appeared  harm- 
less, but  very  destitute  and  degraded.  Their  chief,  however,  whose 
name  is  Setoke,  was  well  dressed  in  skill,  and  quite  intelligent.  On 
the  following  morning  Mr.  A.  P.  Haws  came  to  our  camp,  having 
left  the  bridge  on  the  Humboldt  the  evening  before  and  travelled  all 
night.  He  reported  the  suspected  massacre  of  Carlos  Murray  and 
family,  who  had  started  early  in  May  from  the  Humboldt,  on  their 
return  to  Salt  Lake.  The  chief  appeared  ignorant  of  the  affair,  but 
said  he  thought  it  was  right,  for  he  had  understood  that  Murray  was 
a  very  bad  man,  and  had  killed  an  Indian  the  year  before  at  the 
place  where  we  were  then  camped.  Mr.  Haws  also  reported  a  large 
nand  of  Indians  in  the  canon  at  the  head  of  Thousand  Spring  valley, 
whom  he  suspected  to  be  the  perpetrators  of  the  massacre.  On  ap- 
proaching the  canon  at  about  noon,  we  discovered  a  party  of  some 
thirty  or  forty  riding  at  full  speed  towards  us,  but  halted  on  reaching 
the  open  plain,  and  awaited  our  approach.  They  were  dressed  and 
painted  in  the  most  fantastic  style.  Though  friendly,  their  move- 
ments excited  suspicion,  and  when  we  drove  up  and  camped  near  their 
lodges,  they  were  in  a  state  of  great  confusion.  Some  of  their  squaws 
commenced  crying,  and  the  young  men  were  seen  driving  their  horses 
across  the  mountains  towards  the  west  in  great  haste.  I  sent  my  in- 
terpreter to  invite  them  to  camp,  but  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he 
persuaded  them  to  come.  I  asked  them  what  their  squaws  had  been 
crying  about,  but  they  hesitated,  and  at  length  said  that  a  papoose 
had  died.  I  told  my  men  to  treat  them  socially,  and  to  propose  to 
trade  with  them,  with  the  hope  that  they  would  offer  something  that 
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would  give  a  clue  to  the  death  of  the  lost  family,  for  we  suspected 
them  for  the  murder,  but  we  got  nothing  but  a  gold  pencil  and  a  ear- 
ring, which  were  recognized  as  the  property  of  Mrs.  M  irray.  But 
they  did  not  remain  long  in  camp  after  receiving  some  presents  which 
I  gave  them  ;  and,  on  returning  to  their  lodges,  we  were  greatly  sur- 
prised that  in  less  than  fifteen  minutes  not  an  Indian  could  be  seen. 
The  whole  band  consisted  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  in  this 
short  space  of  time  had  effected  their  escape  from  our  sight.  They 
were  composed  of  Utahs,  Cun-i-um-hahs,  Snakes,  Banacks,  and  Dig- 
gers, who  had  evidently  collected  here  for  the  purpose  of  plunder. 
We  reached  the  bridge  on  the  Humboldt  on  the  4th  day  of  June, 
where  we  met  a  large  band  of  the  Diggers,,  who  live  near  Haw's  sta- 
tion, and  who  were  parties  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  which  I  made  last 
summer.  They  were  well  disposed,  and  promised  to  try  to  get  back 
the  cattle  and  horses  that  belonged  to  Murray,  and  turn  them  over  to 
his  brother-in-law.  From  this  point  we  found  the  road  thronged 
with  Indians  every  day,  who  would  flock  to  our  camp  by  hundreds  at 
night,  until  we  passed  Stony  point,  on  the  12th  of  June.  They  pre- 
sented a  sad  state  of  destitution,  and  said  that  many  of  their  children 
had  perished  during  the  winter.  They  are  all  parties  to  the  treaty 
of  last  summer,  and  seem  to  be  trying  to  live  up  to  their  treaty  stip- 
ulations. 

The  Indians  about  Stony  Point  are  called  To-sow-witches,  (white 
knives,)  and  derive  their  name  from  a  beautiful  flint  found  in  the 
mountains  of  that  region,  and  formerly  used  by  them  as  a  substitute 
for  knives  in  dressing  their  food.  We  saw  but  few  of  them  on  our 
outward  trip,  except  a  party  of  about  fifty  whom  we  met  on  the 
evening  of  the  15th,  and  who  said  they  lived  north,  and  had  come 
over  to  trade  with  the  emigrants.  They  were  well  supplied  with 
guns  and  horses,  and  were  anxious  to  trade  for  ammunition. 

At  the  meadows,  and  about  the  sink  of  the  Humboldt,  we  met  in 
all  some  two  hundred,  belonging  to  the  Py-ute  tribe,  whom  we  found 
in  the  same  degraded  condition  as  the  Diggers  ;  but  what  is  most 
strange,  the  most  of  them  speak  the  English  language  sufficiently 
well  to  be  understood.  It  is  evident  that  the  most  of  them  have  lived 
more  or  less  in  California,  and  have  fled  from  thence,  preferring  in- 
dolence, with  all  its  privations,  to  the  habits  of  civilized  life.  We 
learned  that  there  were  about  four  hundred  of  this  same  tribe  camped 
in  the  mountains  north  of  the  sink,  whom  the  Indians  desired  to  send 
for,  but  I  declined  waiting  for  them,  as  the  grass  was  poor,  and  we 
were  anxious  to  reach  the  Carson  river.  We  arrived  at  Kagtown,  on 
the  Carson,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  having  travelled  all  night, 
when  we  saw  about  eighty  more  Py-utes,  who  are  of  the  same  grade 
of  those  we  met  at  the  sink  ;  and  on  the  25th,  26th,  and  27th,  we  met 
other  bands  of  this  tribe,  as  we  passed  up  the  river,  amounting  in  all 
to  some  hundred  and  fifty.  The  most  of  those  Indians  have  evidently 
once  lived  in  California,  which  accounts  for  their  knowledge  of  the 
English  language.  Many  of  them  have  become  domesticated,  and 
are  employed  by  the  settlers  of  the  valley  as  herdsmen  and  laborers 
on  their  farms.  There  is  another  small  tribe  called  the  Was-saws, 
who  live  mostly  on  the  Sierra  Nevada  mountains,  but  claim  the  Car- 
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son  as  their  land,  and  have  made  several  attempts  to  collect  rent  off 
the  settlers,  hut,  being  not  very  numerous,  have  found  a  mild  course 
the  better  policy. 

We  reached  the  settlements  in  Carson  on  the  28th  day  of  June, 
having  been  forty- three  days  out,  and  remained  until  the  30th  of  July, 
when  we  started  on  our  return  trip,  travelling  by  the  way  of  Warsaw 
and  Trucky  valleys,  in  which  we  met  several  small  parties  of  the 
Py-utes.  We  reached  the  meadows  at  the  sink  of  the  Humboldt  on 
the  6th  of  August,  when  we  again  met  some  two  hundred  or  more  of 
the  Py-utes,  busily  engaged  bavesting  the  grass-seed,  a  species  of 
grass  somewhat  resembling  the  millet  in  size  and  taste  of  its  grain, 
and  grows  in  great  abundance  upon  the  shores  of  the  lakes  after  its 
waters  recede  in  summer.  This  seed  constitutes  an  important  article 
of  food  with  them,  and  large  quantities  of  it  are  stored  in  deposits 
under  ground  for  winter.  We  again  saw  but  few  Indians  after 
leaving  the  meadows,  until  we  passed  Stony  Point,  but  learned  from 
emigrants,  whom  we  met  almost  hourly,  that  they  had  become  ex- 
ceedingly treacherous,  provoking  open  hostilities  by  attacking  them 
both  by  day  and  night.  We  were  also  told  that  a  large  amount  of 
money  had  been  seen  among  them,  consisting  of  five,  ten,  and  twenty- 
dollar  pieces  of  gold,  and  that  th*  bodies  of  three  white  persons  had 
been  found  and  buried  about  fourteen  miles  below  Gravelly  Ford. 
But  we  camped  within  two  or  three  miles  of  wliere  this  murder  should 
have  been  committed,  on  the  night  of  the  14th  of  August,  where 
some  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  To-sow- witch  band  were  also  camped, 
and  with  all  diligence  and  stratagem  that  I  could  use  I  could  find  no 
money  with  them,  nor  could  get  any  clue  to  the  murder  of  the  emi- 
grants. A  large  number  of  emigrant  trains,  with  some  two  thousand 
head  of  cattle  and  horses,  had  camped  for  the  night  upon  the  same 
bottom.  The  Indians  of  this  band  appeared  quiet,  which  rendered 
an  incident  that  occurred  at  about  9p.ro.,  the  more  mysterious.  An 
attack  was  made  upon  one  of  the  emigrant  camps,  (Mr.  Thompson's, 
of  Missouri ;)  three  shots  were  fired  in  quick  succession,  one  of  the 
balls  killing  a  fine  mare  at  the  stern  of  the  wagon,  the  other  two 

fissing  through  the  cover  of  the  wagon,  without  further  damage. 
his  feat  was  so  daring  and  unexpected  that  Mr.  Thompson  could  not 
believe  it  to  be  Indians,  and  as  they  had  had  a  difficulty  with  some 
robbers  on  Raft  river  he  supposed  that  they  might  still  be  in  pursuit 
of  them.  But  as  I  drove  out  of  camp  next  morning  I  discovered  the 
tracks  of  three  Indian  ponies,  which  I  followed  into  the  canon,  about 
two  miles  above  Gravelly  Ford,  where  I  came  suddenly  upon  a  band 
of  about  fifty  fierce  warriors,  who,  on  seeing  me,  sprung  instantly  for 
their  guns  and  horses,  and  in  a  moment  were  ready  for  battle.  I 
requested  my  interpreter  to  speak  to  them,  when  two  of  them  who  had 
seen  me  before  dropped  their  guns,  and  came  running  to  shake  hands. 
We  moved  about  half  a  mile  below  them,  when  in  a  short  time  they 
were  all  in  our  camp.  They  acknowledged  that  three  of  them  had 
fired  into  the  emigrant  camp  the  night  before,  but  said  that  the  cook 
belonging  to  that  company  had  struck  one  of  them  upon  the  head 
with  a  stick  when  he  asked  him  for  bread.  I  noticed  that  he  was 
slightly  bruised  on  the  side  of  the  face,  which  showed  plainly  that  the 
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cook  or  some  one  else  had  been  taking  too  much  liberty  with  these 
lords  of  the  soil.  The  most  of  them  were  from  the  north,  and  said 
they  had  visited  the  road  to  trade ;  but  their  eagerness  for  ammuni- 
tion induced  the  emigrants  to  w  ithhold  it  from  them,  and  this  appears 
to  be  the  cause  of  the  difficulty.  I  learned  that  Nin-ah-tu-cah,  the 
old  chief,  was  camped  about  twenty  miles  up  the  river,  and  told  them 
that  I  desired  to  go  to  his  camp  that  night,  whereupon  five  of  them 
offered  their  services  to  go  with  us,  as  they  said  it  would  be  dark  be- 
fore we  could  reach  his  camp,  which  I  accepted.  We  did  not  find  the 
chief  until  noon  the  next  day,  when  I  told  him  the  many  complaints 
that  were  made  against  his  people.  He  said  that  some  of  his  men 
were  tobuck,  (mad,)  but  he  had  done  all  he  could  to  keep  their  hearts 
good.  He  thought  that  the  emigrants  were  to  blame  some,  for  I  had 
told  them  the  summer  before  that  the  Shoshonees  and  Americans 
were  to  be  friendly,  and  treat  each  other  as  brothers;  but  now,  when 
his  people  were  starving  for  meat,  the  Americans  would  not  sell  them 
any  powder.  He  said  if  we  were  friends,  he  did  not  understand  why 
we  could  not  trade.  He  and  some  of  his  men  followed  us  on  foot 
about  twelve  miles  to  our  camp,  at  night,  to  talk,  as  they  said;  but, 
perhaps,  to  get  s  mething  to  eat.  I  was  informed  that  a  band,  under 
a  chief  named  Sho-cup-ut-see  had  undertaken  to  farm  at  Haws'  ranch 
this  season,  and  was  told  by  the  Indians  upon  the  road  that  they  had 
made  shaunis  (plenty)  of  wheat,  potatoes,  and  squashes.  Mr.  Peter 
Haws  informed  me  that  they  had  planted  about  fifteen  acres,  and  had 
done  it  principally  with  some  hoes,  which  I  sent  them  last  spring,  he 
having  furnished  them  their  seed. 

We  continued  to  hear  of  depredations  being  committed  in  Thou- 
sand Spring  and  Raft  river  valleys,  and  about  the  junction  of  the 
roads  ;  but  after  leaving  the  Humboldt  we  encountered  the  same  diffi- 
culty in  seeing  the  Indians  of  this  region  that  we  had  the  summer 
before.  Except  the  chief,  Setoke,  who  came  to  us  in  Thousand  Spring 
valley,  and  told  us  the  particulars  of  Murray's  massacre,  who  he  said 
was  killed  about  two  weeks  prior  to  our  passing  on  the  outward  trip 
by  the  same  band  of  Indians  whom  we  met  in  the  canon,  we  saw 
none  till  we  reached  the  settlements  ;  yet  it  is  upon  this  part  of  the 
road,  between  the  Humboldt  and  Bear  rivers,  that  the  Indians  have 
been  most  troublesome  this  season.  We  scarcely  met  a  train  who  had 
not  had  some  of  their  property  stolen,  or  been  fired  upon  while  on 
this  section  of  the  road.  One  man  (Mr.  Stratton,  from  Missouri,) 
lost  seventy-two  head  of  cattle  and  a  mule,  and  had  himself  and  one 
of  his  men  wounded  in  an  attempt  to  recover  them.  Trom  an  estimate 
which  I  made  from  the  reports  of  different  trains,  no  less  than  three 
hundred  head  of  cattle,  besides  some  sixty  or  seventy  head  of  horses 
and  mules,  have  been  stolen  or  destroyed  upon  this  section  of 
the  road  this  season.  A  part  of  the  road  here  lies  in  Oregon 
Territory,  and  the  country  over  which  it  passes  is  neutral  ground 
between  the  Banacks,  Snakes  and  Cum-i-um-has,  and  the  most 
reckless  and  unprincipled  men  of  each  of  these  tribes  haunt  the  road 
here  during  the  season  of  emigration  for  the  purposes  of  rapine  upon 
the  defenceless  traveller.  If  government  should  not  take  steps  to 
check  their  growing  insolence,  their  success  will  encourage  others  to 
adopt  their  practices,  and  in  a  short  time,  perhaps  in  another  season, 
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their  merciless  deeds  may  exceed  anything  known  to  the  history  of 
Indian  barbarity. 

There  is  no  part  of  our  extended  country  more  exposed  to  savage 
ferocity  than  this  great  western  thoroughfare,  and  there  is  perhaps 
no  class  of  our  people  more  deserving  the  fostering  care  of  govern- 
ment than  the  emigrant  citizen  who,  with  a  patriotic  reliance  on  the 
strong  arm  of  his  country,  seeks,  through  privations  and  dangers,  to 
rear  her  standard  and  establish  her  institutions  upon  her  most  dis- 
tant borders.  Yet  upon  this  road  the  lives  and  property  of  thousands 
of  these  citizens  are  annually  exposed  to  the  ferocity  of  a  race  of  men 
whose  cruelty  is  scarcely  a  stride  removed  from  that  of  cannibalism. 

But  I  desire  to  allude  more  particularly  to  the  course  which  has 
been  pursued  towards  the  Indians  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  settle- 
ments in  Utah.  Having  become  fully  satisfied  of  the  impracticability 
of  sustaining  peaceful  relations  with  these  tribes,  by  a  course  of  policy 
which,  at  every  step  of  its  progress,  was  calculated  to  fill  their  minds 
with  expectations  that  could  not  be  realized,  and  which,  instead  of 
bettering  their  condition,  tended  rather  to  lull  them  into  supineness, 
and  leave  them  in  the  end  in  a  worse  condition  than  they  were  when 
we  found  them,  I  was  admonished  of  the  necessity  of  adopting  some 
more  practical  course  for  their  civilization. 

Prior  to  my  report  of  December  31,  1855,  it  became  evident  that 
our  relations  with  the  Utahs  were  of  the  most  delicate  character ;  and 
but  for  the  timely  intervention  of  propositions  which  I  made  them  for 
designating  certain  tracts  of  land  as  their  future  permanent  homes, 
and  to  assist  them  in  opening  farms  and  putting  in  crops,  there  is 
scarcely  a  doubt  that  a  general  state  of  hostilities  would  have  been 
commenced  before  this  time,  exposing  the  exterior  settlements  to  the 
most  savage  havoc,  and  rendering  the  prosecution  of  the  United 
States  surveys  in  the  Territory  impossible  without  the  aid  of  an  armed 
force.  But,  without  authority  from  government  for  making  perma- 
nent arrangements  of  this  kind,  and  without  funds  to  meet  expendi- 
tures thus  incurred,  the  adoption  of  such  a  course  was,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  assuming  high  responsibilities.  But  the  only  apology  I  shall 
offer  is,  that  the  circumstances  left  me  without  an  alternative. 

As  early  as  the  months  of  February  and  March,  I  proceeded  to 
purchase  stock  and  seed  grain,  with  the  view  of  carrying  out  my  en- 
gagements with  them  in  good  faith,  but  owing  to  the  severity  of  the 
winter,  and  the  lateness  of  spring,  nothing  of  importance  was  done 
prior  to  the  1st  of  April,  except  to  divert  their  attention  from  the  in- 
ducements which  Tin-tic,  the  war  chief,  and  his  band  were  then 
offering,  who  had  effected  their  escape  into  the  desert  with  some  hun- 
dred and  fifty  head  of  cattle,  upon  which  they  were  then  feasting 
their  allies.  The  lands  selected  on  the  Spanish  Fork,  being  covered 
with  »  dense  growth  of  brush  wood,  were  more  expensive  to  clear  and 
plough  than  I  had  anticipated  ;  besides,  the  construction  of  a  canal 
for  bringing  the  waters  of  the  river  upon  the  land  for  irrigating  pur- 
poses, was  a  greater  undertaking  than  at  first  supposed.  But  a  capa- 
cious canal  has  been  completed,  rendering  a  large  tract  of  fertile  land 
susceptible  of  irrigation  and  cultivation.  Its  completion,  however, 
was  so  late  in  the  season,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  crop  seeded  this 
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spring  failed  to  attain  perfection.     But  the  accompanying  estimates 
of  the  crops  will  show  an  amount  produced,  amply  sufficient  to  sup- 

?ly  their  immediate  wants,  and  to  encourage  them  in  future  efforts. 
'he  expenditures  at  Sanpete  and  Corn  creek  have  not  been  so  great, 
it  costing  but  little  at  either  to  bring  the  water  upon  the  lands,  and 
at  the  latter  place  there  had  been  some  forty  or  fifty  acres  of  land 
cleared  last  season. 

But  the  most  encouraging  feature  in  this  new  policy  is  the  happy 
influence  it  has  exerted  upon  the  conduct  and  condition  of  the  Indians. 
The  frowning  aspect  of  discontent,  portending  mischief,  has  passed 
away,  and  a  smile  of  joy  now  lights  their  dingy  features,  giving 
strong  assurances  of  a  permanent  change  in  their  life  and  habits. 
Fifty  per  cent,  of  thd  amount  expended  this  season  will  produce  in 
another  year  twice  the  amount  of  crop,  and  all  things  considered,  it 
does  appear  that  it  would  be  the  most  consummate  folly  to  pursue  any 
other  policy  with  these  Indians. 

But  it  is  unreasonable  to  expect  a  complete  and  perfect  reformation 
in  these  wild  nomadic  creatures  in  so  short  a  period,  even  admitting 
that  they  are  susceptible  of  civilization.  The  history  of  the  Indian  is  one 
of  strange  mystery,  and  his  mental  and  physical  character  not  less  so. 
The  past  to  him  moves  swiftly  on  to  oblivion,  limiting  his  knowledge  of 
things  to  the  country  in  which  he  lives.  The  deeds  of  his  sires  are  but 
dimly  seen  in  the  few  traditions  that  descend  to  him,  and,  like  objects 
imperfectly  reflected  through  the  twilight  of  evening,  are  soon  lost  in 
the  sable  curtains  that  follow.  That  he  is  a  being  suspectible  of  civ- 
ilization, and,  when  civilized,  capable  of  erecting,  sustaining,  and 
perpetuating  the  institutions  of  civilized  man,  is  a  desideratum  upon 
the  solution  of  which  depends  the  future  policy  of  government  towards 
him.  For  it  may  yet  be  shown,  that  the  continued  presence  of  a  su- 
perior race  is  necessary  to  direct  and  control  his  energies,  in  order 
that  he  may  enjoy  the  benefits  of  an  enlightened  government. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GARLAND  HURT. 
His  Excellency  Brigham  Young, 

Governor  and  ex-ojicio  Superintendent  Indians  Affairs,  Utah 


No.  99. 


Offtcb  of  Indian  Agency, 
City  ofProvo,  U.  T.>  June  30,  1856. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  report,  and  in  compliance  with  your  instruc- 
tions, I  have  visited  various  bands  of  the  riede  Indians,  south  of  Fill- 
more city,  located  on  Shirt's  creek  and  Wood  creek,  in  Iron  county, 
And  also  those  on  Santa  Clara,  Rio  Virgin,  and  Muddy  rivers  in 
Washington  county,  and,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  this  is  the  first 
time  that  the  Indians  in  Washington  county  have  been  visited  by  an 
agent  of  the  general  government. 

Those  on  Shirt's  creek,  (though  few  in  number,)  I  found  mostly  en- 
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gaged  in  locating  a  small  farm,  under  their  chief,  Yin  g-guith,  assisted 
by  some  citizens  of  Cedar  city.  They  were  chiefly  occupied  in  making 
fence,  preparing  the  ground,  and  planting  corn.  They  appeared  much 
pleased  with  the  idea  of  farming  on  their  own  account,  and  the  pros- 
pect they  had  of  raising  grain  and  vegetables  for  their  own  subsistence, 
notwithstanding  they  were  in  great  want  of  the  necessary  implements 
to  prosecute  their  work,  even  on  a  small  scale,  the  few  they  had  being 
loaned,  or  furnished  them  by  citizens  of  Cedar  city ;  and,  as  I  had  been 
previously  informed  by  good  authority  of  their  desire  to  engage  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  1  took  with  me  a  number  of  farming  imple- 
ments. I  presented  them  with  a  few  spades,  hoes,  and  shovels,  some 
clothing,  a  little  tobacco,  and  other  presents,  with  which  they  were 
pleased  ;  and  I  soon  discovered  that  those  articles  would  be  a  great 
inducement  for  them  to  prosecute  their  work  to  completion,  as  well  as 
an  evidence  of  friendship  on  the  part  of  the  general  government  to- 
wards them. 

On  Wood  creek  I  found  many  of  the  Indians  engaged  in  the  same 
manner,  assisted  by  some  citizens  of  Fort  Harmony,  which  is  also 
situated  oil  this  creek,  but,  like  those  on  Shirt's  creek,  being  destitute 
of  the  necessary  implements  to  prosecute  their  work  with  much  suc- 
cess ;  the  few  spades  and  other  tools  which  they  had  belonged  to  the 
citizens  of  the  fort.  I  also  presented  them  with  some  spades,  shovels, 
and  hoes,  and  likewise  some  clothing  and  other  articles  ;  and  should 
their  crops  escape  the  ravages  of  the  grasshoppers,  which  have  again 
visited  some  portions  of  the  Territory  and  destroyed  much  grain  and 
other  produce,  I  doubt  not,  but  at  both  places  they  will  be  able  to 
raise  considerable  grain,  which  will  add  much  to  their  comfort,  and 
in  some  measure  relieve  the  citizens  of  this  country  of  a  great  burden 
with  which  they  have  heretofore  been  taxed — that  of  feeding  those 
Indians.  I  learned  from  the  citizens  of  the  fort  that  the  Indians  in 
general,  in  this  section  of  country,  are  very  willing  to  be  instructed  in 
farming,  and  many  of  them  are  very  industrious,  and  will  perform  as 
much  labor  on  a  farm  as  many  of  the  whites.  The  Indians  at  those 
places  have  learned  much  from  the  citizens,  who  have  set  them  a  good 
example,  teaching  them  that  it  is  much  better  to  be  industrious  and 
learn  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  than  to  indulge  in  their  old  habits  of 
stealing,  and  depending  on  the  chase  for  a  living;  and  they  certainly 
merit  the  esteem  of  all  true  philanthropists  for  the  interest  they  have 
taken  in  ameliorating  the  condition  of  those  Indians.  At  both  places 
I  noticed  squaws  engaged  in  washing,  ironing,  and  other  housework. 

About  thirty  miles  south  of  Wood  creek,  the  road  passes  through  a 
very  pretty  valley,  containing  about  six  hundred  acres  of  very  excel- 
lent farming  land,  which  is  watered  by  a  stream  known  as  Panther 
creek.  There  is  also  a  number  of  very  large  springs  of  excellent 
water  in  this  valley,  which  afford  sufficient  water  for  irrigation,  as 
well  as  for  other  purposes.  And  at  this  point,  I  would  recommend 
that  a  reserve  of  this  entire  valley  be  made  for  the  use  of  the  Indians. 

On  leaving  this  valley,  for  a  distance  of  two  hundred  miles,  there  is 
nothing  presented  to  the  eye  of  the  traveller  but  a  barren,  mountainous 
country,  covered  mostly  with  grease  wood,  wild  sage,  and  mountain 
cedars,  until  he  arrives  on  the  Santa  Clara  river ;  and  even  here,  the 
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farming  laud  is  not  extensive.  I  was  informed  by  a  citizen  of  Fort 
Clara  that  about  twenty  miles  southeast  of  the  fort  there  is  a  small 
tract  of  country,  not  accessible  by  any  wagon  road,  of  about  six  hun- 
dred acres  of  excellent  farming  land,  which  would  make  a  farm  of 
sufficient  size  for  the  Indians  in  that  section,  and  can  be  irrigated  by 
the  waters  of  the  Santa  Clara  river,  and  is  suitable  for  the  production 
of  wheat,  corn,  cotton,  rice,  and  other  produce — all  of  .which  has  been 
raised  to  some  considerable  extent  at  the  fort. 

The  situation  of  the  Indians  on  this  river  was  truly  lamentable,  being 
almost  naked,  while  want,  destitution  and  misery  were  plainly  depicted 
in  their  countenances,  produced  in  a  great  measure  by  famine,  caused  by 
the  destruction  of  their  crops  by  grasshoppers,  during  the  past  year. 
And  their  appeals  to  me  for  bread  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  hunger 
were  such  that  I  could  not  withstand  administering  to  their  wants, 
which  I  did,  as  far  as  circumstances  would  admit,  their  only  provision 
being  snakes,  lizards,  and  buds  of  the  cottonwood  tree.  The  head 
chief,  Mucco-via,  informed  me  that  they  had  managed  to  save  enough 
of  their  crop  of  last  year  for  seed,  and  had  applied  it  for  that  purpose. 
I  visited  several  of  their  little  farms,  or  patches,  and  noticed,  in  several 
instances,  where  their  corn  was  two  feet  high,  which  had  been  planted 
in  land  prepared  with  no  other  implement  than  a  rough  stick  taken 
from  the  cottonwood  tree,  and  hewn  with  a  knife  something  in  the 
shape  of  a  spade.  One  instance  I  will  mention,  which  shows  the  in- 
dustry and  perseverance  of  this  band :  One  of  the  chiefs,  Que-o-gan, 
took  me  to  his  form  and  showed  me  the  main  irrigating  ditch  which 
was  to  convey  the  water  from  the  river  on  his  land,  which  I  found  to 
be  half  a  mile  long,  four  feet  wide,  four  feet  deep,  and  had  been  dug 
principally  through  a.  gravel  bed  with  wooden  spades,  similar  to  the 
one  before  mentioned,  and  the  dirt  thrown  out  with  their  hands — the 
last  being  performed  by  the  squaws  and  children,  while  the  men  were 
employed  in  digging.  He  also  showed  me  a  dam,  constructed  of  logs 
and  brushwood,  which  he  had  made  to  turn  a  portion  of  the  water 
from  the  river  and  convey  it  to  his  farm  through  this  ditch  ;  and  I 
must  say,  that  the  labor  would  do  credit  to  more  experienced  hands. 
I  saw  others  of  a  similar  kind,  but  these  I  have  noticed  more  particu- 
larly to  show  that,  with  proper  assistance  from  the  general  govern- 
ment, these  Indians  could,  in  a  few  years,  be  taught  the  arts  of 
civilized  life,  and  would  depend  upon  their  own  labor  for  a  support ; 
and  I  am  well  persuaded  that  this  course  would  be  the  most  economical 
and  best  adapted  to  their  wants.  I  presented  the  chief  and  headmen 
.with  a  few  spades,  shovels,  and  hoes,  together  with  some  clothing  and 
other  articles,  which  they  prized  very  highly,  and  the  chief  said  that 
they  would  be  of  more  advantage  to  his  band  than  double  the  amount 
in  powder,  lead,  and  trinkets. 

The  Piede  Indians  are  divided  into  numerous  bands,  though  small 
in  numbers,  and  mostly  inhabit  the  extreme  southern  portion  of  the 
Territory,  on  the  Santa  Clara  and  Muddy  rivers,  and  employ  much  ot 
their  time  in  farming  their  small  patches  of  land  in  their  rude  man- 
ner of  cultivating  the  soil.  Their  numbers  have  been  much  diminished 
of  late  years  by  the  cruelty  practised  towards  them  by  the  Utahs,  in 
50 
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stealing  their  squaws  and  children  and  selling  them  as  slaves  to  other 
tribes,  as  well  as  to  the  Mexican  people. 

I  noticed  hut  a  very  few  Indians  on  the  Bio  Virgin  river ;  in  fact, 
the  barren  and  unproductive  nature  of  the  soil,  as  well  as  the  waters 
of  the  river,  which  are  strongly  impregnated  with  alkali,  and  totally 
unfit  for  the  use  of  man  or  beast,  forbid  any  settlement  thereon. 

At  the  foot  of  Rio  Virgin  mountain,  distant  thirty  miles  from  the 
Muddy  river,  I  was  met  by  the  chief  of  those  Indians,  accompanied  by 
his  band,  who  had  heard  by  some  Indians  that  1  was  camped  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountain.  I  found  them  in  about  the  same  condition  as  those 
on  the  Santa  Clara — naked  and  very  destitute — although  their  pros- 
pect was  better  for  immediate  relief,  as  they  brought  some  wheat  into 
camp,  which  was  nearly  ripe,  the  growth  of  the  present  season.  Like 
those  on  the  Santa  Clara,  they  depend  in  a  great  measure  on  their 
little  farms  or  patches  for  subsistence,  there  being  no  game  of  conse- 
quence, and  but  few  fish.  I  presented  them  some  clothing,  farming 
implements,  garden  seed,  tobacco,  &c.  The  chief,  Tesing-gab-kah, 
remarked  to  me  that  he  had  heard  of  the  great  chief  of  the  American 
people  sending  presents  to  the  Utah  Indians,  and  he  often  wondered 
why  he  and  his  band  were  overlooked,  they  having  never  before  re- 
ceived any  presents,  nor  having  been  visited  by  any  of  his  chiefs  until 
the  present;  although  the  white  people  had  for  years  been  passing 
through  his  land  to  and  from  California,  and  he  had  never  received 
anything  for  the  privilege.  I  assured  him  of  the  friendship  of  the  gen- 
eral government  towards  all  peaceable  and  friendly  Indians,  and  that 
so  long  as  they  remain  peaceable  the  government  would  have  a  care 
that  their  rights  were  not  trampled  on. 

The  friendly  bands  of  Utahs  mentioned  in  my  report  of  the  31st  of 
March  last  have  remained  true  to  their  pledge  made  me  at  that  time, 
and  have  kept  aloof  from  Tintick's  hostile  band;  and  it  is  a  subject  of 
general  remark  throughout  the  southern  settlements  that,  notwith- 
standing the  great* scarcity  of  provisions,  fewer  depredations  have  been 
committed  by  them  during  the  past  season  than  ever  before  in  any 
one  year  since  the  organization  of  the  Territory.  This  result  I  at- 
tribute to  the  peace  policy  which  has  been  pursued  towards  them  by 
the  agents  of  the  general  government.  But  very  few  cases  of  petty 
thieving  have  been  charged  upon  them,  and  those  few  only  of  minor 
importance.  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  close  this  report  without  re- 
newing my  recommendations  made  in  former  ones,  that  suitable  re- 
serves be  made  for  these  southern  Indians,  and  that  competent  farmers 
be  employed  to  instruct  them  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  other  art* 
of  civilized  life;  for  I  am  well  assured,  and  close  observation  for  the 
last  twelve  months  warrants  me  in  saying,  that  this  is  beyond  doubt 
the  most  economical  as  well  as  the  best  policy  that  can  be  pursued 
towards  them.  I  have  also  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  Utah  In- 
dians the  great  evil  which  must  result  to  them  if  they  continue  steal- 
ing, or  taking  by  force,  the  squaws  or  children  of  the  Piedes — that 
the  general  government  will  be  constrained  to  take  notice  of  and  pun- 
ish all  such  offences  committed  upon  the  weaker  tribes;  and  I  believe 
those  admonitions  will  have  a  good  effect. 
Of  Tin  tick's  band,  but  little  is  known.    I  learned  from  some  of  the 
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friendly  Indians  that  he  was  camped  on  West  mountain,  and  had 
fortified  himself  at  that  point ;  hut  has  since  left,  and  moved  his  camp 
to  the  Navajo  country. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Indian  Agent. 
His  Excellency  Brigham  Young, 

Governor,  and  ex-officio  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  100. 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

San  Francisco,  Cat.,  September  4,  1856. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  requisition  of  the  department,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  annual  report  of  the  affairs  of 
the  California  superintendency : 

At  the  date  of  my  assuming  the  duties  of  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs  for  this  State,  the  system  of  colonizing  and  subsisting  Indians 
upon  reservations  selected  for  that  purpose,  and  instructing  them  in 
the  arts  of  agricultural  labor,  &c,  had  been  commenced,  and  a  reser- 
vation selected  at  the  Tejon  Pass,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State. 

This  reservation  is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  The  number  of  In- 
dians who  reside  here  is  700.  The  quantity  of  land  in  cultivation 
this  year  is  about  seven  hundred  acres  ;  five  hundred  of  which  are 
in  wheat  and  barley,  and  the  remainder  in  corn  and  vegetables  ;  most 
of  the  latter  being  the  exclusive  property  of  the  Indians,  cultivated 
entirely  by  them,  and  in  their  own  way.  The  Indians  work  cheer- 
fully, and  perform  all  the  labor  upon  the  farm,  white  men  being  only 
employed  as  overseers  and  mechanics.  Owing  to  the  extraordinary 
drought  of  the  past  season,  in  that  portion  of  the  State,  the  product 
of  the  farm  is  much  less  than  it  should  have  been  ;  enough,  however, 
has  been  produced  for  the  consumption  of  the  place. 

There  are  on  the  reserve  eight  adobe  buildings — the  first  of  which 
is  one  hundred  feet  in  length  by  twenty-four  feet  in  breadth,  two 
stories  high;  it  is  used  as  a  granary  and  storehouse.  The  second  is 
the  residence  of  the  agent,  and  is  sixty  feet  in  length  by  twenty  feet 
in  breadth.  The  remainder  are  residences  of  the  Indian  chiefs,  and 
are  about  forty  feet  in  length  by  twenty  feet  in  breadth.  All  the 
labor  of  building  these  houses  was  performed  by  Indians,  except  the 
mechanical  part  of  it.  The  mill  is  in  complete  orderr  and  by  it  all 
the  grain  produced  upon  the  place  is  manufactured  into  unbolted  flour 
before  it  is  issued  to  the  Indians.  The  property  used  in  conducting 
the  farm  is  twenty -six  houses,  thirty-eight  mules,  seven  oxen,  eight 
wagons,  and  fourteen \  loughs. 

Fresno  and  King's  river  farms. — Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  procur- 
ing a  suitable  location  for  a  reservation  in  the  central  portion  of  the 
State,  no  permanent  selection  has  yet  been  made ;  but,  in  order  to 
provide  for  the  Indians  according  to  the  intentions  of  the  government, 
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land  has  been  rented  at  Fresno  and  King's  river,  and  the  Indians 
collected  and  subsisted  at  these  points  in  the  same  manner  as  upon 
permanent  reservations.  The  crops  consist  of  TOO  acres  of  wheat  and 
barley  and  100  acres  of  corn.  Owing  to  the  drought  the  wheat  and 
barley  crop  was  an  entire  failure.  The  corn,  having  been  irrigated, 
will  be  an  ordinary  crop.  This  failure  of  the  crops  will  be  a  source 
of  serious  difficulty  to  the  superintendency.  There  are  about  three 
thousand  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  these  farms,  all  of  whom  could 
have  been  provided  with  food  had  the  crops  been  successful.  The 
drought  having  been  general  in  this  region,  grain  can  only  be  pur- 
chased at  exorbitant  rates,  such  as  would  not  be  justified  except  to 
prevent  starvation.  Every  precaution,  however,  has  been  taken  to 
avoid  the  consequences  of  this  misfortune.  The  agents  have  been  in- 
structed to  turn  the  attention  of  the  Indians  to  their  mode  of  living 
before  the  care  of  the  government  had  been  extended  over  them  ;  and 

{>arties  have  been  dent  to  the  mountains,  in  various  directions,  to  col- 
ect  acorns,  berries,  seeds,  and  such  other  food  as  they  were  formerly 
accustomed  to  subsist  upon  ;  and,  as  if  to  demonstrate  the  fact  that 
Providence  never  leaves  any  portion  of  the  human  family  entirely 
unprovided  with  the  means  to  sustain  life,  the  phenomenon  exists  that 
the  salmon,  which  for  several  years  have  failed  to  make  their  appear- 
ance in  the  San  Joaquin  river  in  any  numbers  worth  mentioning,  are 
this  year  abundant  in  that  stream,  and  the  prospect  seems  to  be  that 
the  threatened  famine  will  be  in  a  great  degree  averted  by  this  provi- 
dential supply  of  fish  from  the  ocean,  though  it  is  distant  from  the 
coast,  by  the  meandering  of  the  stream,  some  three  hundred  miles. 
A  portion  of  the  Indians  from  the  farms  have  been  removed  to  and 
encamped  upon  the  river,  and  every  facility  furnished  them  for  catch- 
ing and  curing  fish,  which,  should  the  supply  continue,  will  enable 
them  to  provide  a  sufficient  quantity  for  a  great  portion  of  the  winter. 
Another  source,  which  is  now  looked  upon  as  of  great  importance,  is 
the  Tule  lake,  lying  about  fifty  miles  northwest  of  the  San  Joaquin 
river,  which  abounds  with  fish  of  excellent  quality,  and  is,  during 
the  winter  season,  the  resort  of  an  unlimited  number  of  wild  geese 
and  ducks,  from  which  the  Indians  have  heretofore,  when  undisturbed 
by  the  whites,  obtained  a  comfortable  subsistence.     Agents  Lewis  and 
Kidley  are  now  examining  the  lake  country  for  a  suitable  location,  to 
which,  if  found,  it  is  intended  to  remove  some  ten  or  fifteen  hundred 
of  the  Indians  for  support  during  the  winter.     Although  the  prospect 
for  these  Indians  seems  to  be  gloomy,  yet  I  have  great  confidence  that, 
by  industry,  energy,  and  judicious  management,  we  shall  be  enabled 
to  provide  for  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  starvation,  and  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  the  country. 

Passing  from  the  Fresno,  we  have  a  much  more  cheering  prospect 
at  Nome  Lacke  reservation,  at  which  place  there  are  collected  about 
two  thousand  Indians.  Land  in  cultivation,  one  thousand  acres: 
estimated  product  of  wheat,  fifteen  thousand  bushels;  corn,  pump- 
kins, melons,  turnips,  and  other  vegetables  in  great  abundance. 
Nothing  in  the  pursuits  of  industry  could  have  been  moie  satisfactory 
or  interesting  than  the  harvesting  of  the  tfheat  crop ;  it  was  out  en- 
tirely with  small  German  reaping-hooks,  *hich  were  toed  by 'the  In- 
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diana  with  extraordinary  dexterity.  About  two  hundred  men,  fur- 
nished with  these  sickles,  cut  the  wheat  and  threw  it  into  bunches,  and 
were  followed  by  a  .sufficient  number  of  women  and  boys  to  bind  it  into 
sheaves  and  put  it  into  stacks  ready  for  threshing.  In  this  way,  and 
at  their  leisure,  in  about  ten  days,  taking  it  as  it  ripened,  the  entire 
harvesting  was  completed,  all  the  labor  having  been  performed  by  the 
Indians,  only  three  or  four  white  men  being  engaged  as  overseers.  It 
was  estimated  by  the  white  men  in  charge  of  the  work,  that  one 
hundred  of  these  Indians  could  be  selected  who  would  cut  and  take  care 
of  as  much  grain  as  any  fifty  white  men  not  regularly  accustomed  to 
this  description  of  labor.  Considering  the  fact  that  these  Indians 
eighteen  months  ago  were  entirely  wild  and  totally  ignorant  of  every- 
thing connected  with  industrial  habits,  the  labor  they  have  performed, 
and  the  skill  and  dexterity  with  which  they  perform  their  work,  is 
alone  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  question  so  often  asked,  "Can  Indians 
be  made  to  perform  labor  sufficient  to  provide  for  their  support ?"  It 
is  a  fact,  too,  worthy  of  particular  remark,  that  all  this  labor  has  been 
most  cheerfully  performed,  no  coercion  or  chastisement  having  been 
necessary.  Attached  to  Nome  Lacke  a  farm  has  recently  been  estab- 
lished at  Nome  Cult  valley.  This  valley  is  located  in  the  coast  range 
of  mountains,  about  forty  miles  east  of  Cape  Mendocino,  and  there  are 
in  the  vicinity  about  three  thousand  Indians.  The  farm  is  placed  in 
charge  of  three  of  the  employes  from  Nome  Lacke.  The  Indians  are 
now  engaged,  under  the  direction  of  the  persons  in  charge  of  them, 
in  collecting  acorns,  manzanito  berries,  and  other  wild  food  for  their 
winter  supply,  of  which  there  will  be  plenty  for  their  subsistence  until 
crops  can  be  produced  for  their  support.  There  are  on  the  Nome 
Lacke  reserve  three  adobe  houses,  one  flouring  mill,  and  fourteen 
frame  houses.  In  addition  to  these  improvements,  there  is  in  the 
course  of  erection  an  adobe  building  intended  for  a  fortification.  It  is 
to  be  one  hundred  feet  square,  with  a  thick  adobe  wall  ten  feet  high. 
In  the  centre  will  be  erected  a  two-story  substantial  adobe  building, 
which  will  be  used  as  a  guard-house  and  prison.  The  property  used 
in  conducting  this  farm  are  twenty-five  horses,  eight  mules,  seventy- 
seven,  oxen,  twenty-one  ploughs,  and  five  wagons. 

Klamath  reservation  is  located  on  the  river  of  that  name,  which  dis- 
charges its  waters  into  the  Pacific  ocean  twenty  miles  south  of  Cres- 
cent city. 

The  Indians  at  this  place  number  about  two  thousand.  They  are 
proud  and  somewhat  insolent,  and  not  inclined  to  labor,  alleging  that, 
as  they  have  always  heretofore  lived  upon  the  fish  of  the  river,  and 
the  roots,  berries,  and  seeds  of  their  native  hills,  they  can  continue  to 
do  so  if  left  unmolested  by  the  whites,  whose  encroachments  upon 
what  they  call  their  country  they  are  disposed  to  resist.  Their  pre- 
judices upon  these  points  are  fast  giving  way  before  the  policy  of  the 
government,  and  no  serious  difficulty  will  be  encountered  in  initiating 
the  system  of  labor  among  them.  The  land  on  this  river  is  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  growth  of  vegetables,  and  it  is  expected  that  potatoes 
and  other  vegetable  food,  which  can  be  produced  in  any  abundance, 
together  with  the  salmon  and  other  fish  which  abound  plentifully  in 
the  Klamath  river,  shall  constitute  the  principal  food  for  these  In* 
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dians.  It  is  confidently  expected  in  this  way  to  avoid  the  purchase  of 
beef,  which  forms  so  expensive  an  item  at  those  places  where  there  is 
no  substitute  for  it.  The  establishment  of  the  Klamath  reserve  has 
undoubtedly  prevented  the  spread  of  the  Indian  wars  of  Oregon  down 
into  northern  California.  There  are  on  this  reserve  five  log  houses, 
seven  board  houses,  four  slab  houses,  one  smoke-house,  one  poultry 
house  and  thirty  Indian  huts.  The  property  used  in  conducting  the 
farming  operations  is  two  mules,  thirteen  oxen,  and  six  ploughs. 

Mendocino  reservation  is  located  fifty  miles  south  of  Cape  Mendo- 
cino, on  the  Pacific  coast.  This  reserve  has  been  but  recently  estab- 
lished. The  number  of  Indians  at  present  collected  there  is  about  five 
hundred.  They  subsist  almost  entirely  upon  fish  and  muscles.  They 
are  furnished  with  boats,  seines,  and  all  the  necessary  tackle  for  fish- 
ing. A  smoke-house  has  been  erected,  and  the  agent  has  a  large 
number  of  Indians  engaged  in  catching  and  curing  fish  for  the  winter 
supply  of  food.  There  are  several  rivers  discharging  into  the  ocean 
through  this  reserve,  in  which,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  an  abundant 
supply  of  fish  can  be  taken.  The  coast  at  this  point  is  somewhat 
slioaly,  and  the  beach  is  covered  with  muscles,  over  which  the  tide 
ebbs  and  flows,  and  they  are  covered  with  an  inexhaustible  quantity 
of  muscles,  but  little  inferior  in  flavor  and  richness  to  oysters.  These 
two  articles  will  always,  in  case  of  a  failure  of  crops  upon  the  reserve, 
afford  sustenance  to  the  Indians  without  any  other  food.  The  land  on 
this  reserve,  like  that  of  the  Klamath,  will  produce  corn,  wheat,  oats, 
&c,  but  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  production  of  vegetables.  The 
quantity  of  land  of  this  description  amounts  to  several  thousand  acres, 
the  products  of  which,  with  the  fish  and  muscles  of  the  rivers  and 
coast  in  plentiful  abundance,  will  afford  support  for  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  Indians,  which  I  consider  safe  to  estimate  as  not  less  than  ten 
thousand.  Indeed,  I  know  of  no  location,  either  in  California  or  else- 
where, so  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  an  Indian  reservation  as 
Mendocino.  There  are  on  this  reserve  eight  houses.  The  property 
used  to  establish  and  carry  on  operations  at  this  place  is  five  horses, 
two  mules,  twenty-four  oxen,  one  cart,  and  two  ploughs. 

In  regard  to  the  system  of  colonizing  and  subsisting  Indians  on 
reservations,  I  have  only  to  say  that  it  has  so  far  succeeded  entirely 
beyond  my  expectations,  and  is,  in  my  judgment,  the  only  system  that 
can  be  of  any  real  benefit  to  the  Indians.  It  enables  the  government 
to  withdraw  them  from  the  contaminating  influences  of  an  unre- 
strained intercourse  with  the  whites,  and  gives  an  opportunity  to  pro- 
vide for  them  just  such,  and  no  more,  assistance  than  their  wants  from 
time  to  time  may  actually  require. 

Indians  should  be  treated  as  wards,  and  the  government  should  act 
as  their  guardian,  judging  for  them  at  all  times  of  their  real  wants, 
and  providing  for  them  accordingly.  This  has  been  the  policy  pur- 
sued in  the  California  superintendency,  and  I  have  so  far  found  no 
difficulty  in  its  application. 

With  a  view  of  obtaining  information  of  the  most  reliable  character 
in  regard  to  the  character,  condition,  mode  of  living,  &e.,  of  the  In- 
dians in  California,  I  addressed,  in  June  last,  a  circular  to  gentlemen 
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n  different  parts  of  the  State,  containing  interrogatories  touching 
these  points,  from  whose  answers  I  have  taken  the  following  extracts  : 

A.  Delano,  of  Grass  valley,  Nevada  county,  July  30,  1856,  says: 
"Their  condition  is  not  improved  by  intercourse  with  the  whites. 
Owing  to  the  occupancy  of  their  lands  by  the  whites  for  mining  and 
agricultural  purposes,  their  game  is  driven  off,  their  acorn  trees  cut 
down  gradually ;  their  seeds  and  acorns,  which  is  their  staple  food, 
are  diminishing,  and  they  pick  up  a  scanty  living  by  washing  a  little 
gold,  and  by  the  charity  of  the  whites  in  voluntary  contributions  of 
bread,  meat,  &c.  They  are,  in  my  opinion,  diminishing  in  numbers 
from  diseases  consequent  upon  a  mode  of  living  new  to  them,  and  a 
few  years  will  probably  decimate  them.  The  best  provision  which 
could  be  made  for  them,  in  my  opinion,  is  to  gather  them  upon  reser- 
vations, and  teach  them  to  earn  their  own  bread ;  but  the  difficulty 
of  detaching  them  from  their  old  camp-grounds,  and  their  repugnance 
to  labor,  your  experience  has  made  you  perfectly  understand.  My 
opinion  is,  that  the  best  mode  of  taking  care  of  them  has  already  been 
adopted — by  reservations.  Those  who  will  not  go  by  persuasion,  will 
scarcely  remain  there  if  taken  by  force ;  and  they  understand  that  on 
the  reservations  they  will  have  plenty  of  good  and  wholesome  food, 
while  here  they  must  suffer.  I  think  nothing  more  can  be  done,  only 
to  keep  the  door  open  to  such  as  may  from  time  to  time  voluntarily 
wish  to  remove/' 

Cave  J.  Couts,  of  San  Diego  county,  July  7,  1856,  says :  "  The 
inhabited  portion  of  this  county  is  infested  with  two  tribes  of  Indians 
known  as  the  San  Luisenians,  and  Dieguinos,  according  to  the  mission 
to  which  they  respectively  belonged,  and  number  about  2,500  each. 
The  San  Luisenians  exist  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  and, 
from  the  coast  east,  include  the  principal  chain  of  mountains.  These 
Indians  are  probably  more  advanced  than  any  pertaining  to  your  su- 
perintendency,  and  require  but  little  attention  with  proper  manage- 
ment. They  understand  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  are  the  main 
dependence  of  our  rancherios  for  vaqueros.  They  live  comfortably 
in  their  rancheros  of  tule  (some  few  in  adobes,)  on  what  they  gather 
from  their  wheat  and  barley  fields,  gardens,  acorns  and  cattle  stealing. 
Many  of  them  can  read  and  write.  The  Dieguinos,  although  reared 
in  an  adjoining  mission,  are  far  inferior  to  the  San  Luisenians.  They 
lack  nothing  of  that  laziness  and  indolence  proverbial  to  all  Indian 
tribes,  and  live  principally  by  cattle  stealing,  and  on  acorns.  They 
are  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  and  extend  from  the  coast  to 
the  desert,  where  they  naturally  blend  with  the  Yumas,  with  whom 
they  are  on  very  friendly  terms." 

G.  W.  Patrick,  of  Tuolumne  county,  July  24, 1856,  says :  "  The 
number  of  Indians  in  the  county  I  suppose  to  be  five  hundred,  en- 
tirely, I  believe,  designated  as  Wallas.  The  character,  condition,  and 
mode  of  living  of  these  people  is  the  most  degraded,  destitute,  and 
savage,  possible  to  con.ceive  human  beings  to  exist  in.  They  live  in 
small  communities  or  tribes,  better  known  as  rancherias,  destitute  of 
clothing,  except  the  old  worn-out  refuse  garments,  bestowed  on  them 
by  the  whites.  They  have  no  houses  nor  huts,  live  in  camps  covered 
with  brush,  and  in  some  instances  covered  with  skins.    They  are  poor 
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hunters,  their  weapons  the  how  and  arrow,  and  are  too  indolent  to 
procure  food  in  that  mode  ;  hence  they  beg,  and  are  frequently  seen 
roving  about  our  towns  and  villages,  asking  charity,  picking  up  the 
old  clothes,  in  the  shape  of  shirts,  hats,  boots  and  shoes  thrown  away 
by  the  miners.  They  hang  around  slaughter  pens  and  beg  offal,  and 
are  often  seenwindibg  their  way  out  of  town  with  their  baskets  loaded 
with  the  refuse  of  the  butchers'  shops.  Late  in  the  spring  they  mi- 
grate, following  the  melting  snow  towards  the  summit  of  the  Sierra 
Nevada,  returning  in  the  fall  in  time  to  escape  the  falling  snow. 
During  these  excursions  they  measurably  subsist  upon  acorns,  pine 
nuts,  upon  the  pine  burr,  soap  root,  grasshoppers,.  <fcrc,  &c.  Their 
condition  is  the  most  miserable  that  it  is  possible  to  conceive ;  their 
mode  of  living,  the  most  abject  and  destitute  known  to  man.  I  do 
not  see  that  anything  can  be  done  to  better  their  condition  in  any 
way,  except  to  locate  a  farm  or  reservation,  place  them  upon  it  under  the 
charge  of  competent,  humane  agents,  teach  them  to  cultivate  the  soil, 
and  to  raise  a  support  from  the  same.  They  are  docile,  by  no  means 
warlike,  and  are  so  low  in  the  scale  of  human  beings,  that  all  that 
is  wanting  to  make  them  contented  is  to  better  their  condition." 

Dr.  A.  H.  Hoerchner,  of  Calaveras  county,  June  22,  1856,  says: 
"  Their  condition  at  the  present  time  is  rather  bad ;  from  1849  to  the 
spring  of  1854,  their  mode  of  living  and  condition  were,  all  in  all,  toler- 
ably comfortable ;  they  then  had  facilities  for  digging  gold,  and  were 
doing  remarkably  well ;  were  living  on  beef,  bread,  beans,  rice,  A*c., 
along  with  their  accustomed  food  of  acorns,  grasshoppers,  &c,  when  to 
be  had;  but  since  that  time  they  are  in  a  rather  poor  condition,  as  their 
gold  mining  is  almost  gone,  surface  diggings  being  scarce.  Their 
hunting  grounds  are  destroyed,  as  game  has  been  driven  back  to  the 
mountains.  Their  fishing  is  almost  gone,  which  was  a  great  source 
of  revenue  formerly  to  them,  as  the  beds  of  the  rivers  are  now  almost 
dry,  and  the  fishery  destroyed.  Acorns,  their  only  dependence,  now 
are  scarce,  and  I  think,  on  the  whole,  they  are  looking  a  rather  hard 
winter  in  the  face.  Their  clothing  is  now  scanty,  compared  with 
former  years,  as  that  little  gold  they  are  getting  is  not  sufficient  to 
get  them  a  little  flour  and  beef." 

W.  F.  McDermott,  of  Calaveras  county,  August  6,  1856,  says: 
"  The  number  at  present  in  this  neighborhood  (McDermott's  bridge) 
partly  attached,  may  be  from  forty  to  fifty,  having  decreased  at  least 
sixty  per  cent,  during  the  last  six  years.  Causes*:  cold  in  winter ;  im- 
proper use  of  ardent  spirits,  imprudently  supplied  by  whites ;  nwrdtrt 
among  themselves,  and  also  murders  committed  by  whites  with  impn- 
nity  when  intoxicated,  &c,  &c.  There  are  scattered  parties  of  In- 
dians in  various  locations  within  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  of  this 
place ;  whenever  they  congregate,  which  is  occasionally,  they  number 
about  five  hundred.  Their  mode  of  subsistence  is  fishing  and/otrft*?; 
some  dig  considerable  gold.  This  pursuit  is  frequently  discouraged 
by  means  of  the  whites  surreptitiously  obtaining  their  gold  without 
an  equivalent,  except  in  spirits,  which  often  exasperates  the  injarei 
Indian,  already  sensitive  of  his  wrongs,  and  he  naturally  retaliates, 
which  too  often  terminates  in  bloodshed  and  murder." 

S.  M.  Jamison,  of  El  Dorado  county,  July  SO,  1856,  days:  "Ck* 
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raeter  generally  very  good  ;  condition  and  mode  of  living  not  so  bad 
as  might  be  supposed  ;  hunting,  fishing,  gathering  nuts  and  berries, 
and  mining,  being  their  general  employment.  I  have  frequently  seen 
them  buying  flour,  sugar,  coffee,  &c,  atid  they  appear  to  live  on  good 
strong  food." 

J.  W.  Gilbert,  of  El  Dorado  county ,  August  16, 1856,  says :  "Thetr 
character  would,  perhaps,  compare  favorably  with  Indians  in  general. 
They  are  very  peaceable,  and  no  hostile  demonstrations  are  anticipated. 
Instances  of  robbery,  theft,  <fec,  are  not  numerous,  although  some  hava 
occurred,  and  the  supposed  offenders  have  generally  been  punished  by 
the  whites.  They  do  not  seem  to  be  remarkable- for  duplicity,  and  it 
seems  impossible  to  induce  any  of  them  to  give  information  in  regard 
to  those  who  violate  the  law  by  selling  intoxicating  liquors.  They 
are  considerably  addicted  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  and  manage  to 
procure  it  in  considerable  quantities,  but  not  so  much  as  formerly. 
Their  condition,  in  point  of  clothing,  food,  &c,  is  very  good,  being 
easily  and  apparently  satisfied  with  old  cast-off  articles  of  dress,  and 
procuring  food  by  begging,  and  purchase  with  small  quantities  of 
gold  which  they  obtain  in  the  different  placers.  In  morals,  their  con- 
dition is  in  some  respects  deplorable.  The  almost  general  prostitu- 
tion of  their  women,  their  avidity  for  gambling,  and  love  for  intoxicat- 
ing drinks,  is  the  bane  of  their  condition. 

"  In  their  way  of  living  they  make  use  of  quite  a  variety  of  food^— 
in  part  of  game,  acorns,  grasshoppers,  clover  roots,  of  some  kind  of 
berries,  seeds  of  grass,  bushes,  &c.  They  dress  differently,  according 
to  their  inclination  and  means.  It  is  not  usual  to  hear  of  anything 
like  a  brawl  among  them.  In  winter  they  use  huts,  constructed  of 
bark  in  the  usual  manner,  to  shelter  them ;  but  live  under  trees  in 
the  summer." 

R.  F.  Parker,  Trinidad,  Klamath  county,  August  10,  1856,  says : 
"  The  squaws  do  all  the  work,  such  as  getting  wood,  cooking,  and 
making  baskets,  while  the  men  are  eating  and  sleeping." 

William  Benitz,  Fort  Ross,  Mendocino  county,  July  20, 1856,  says: 
"  They  have  some  confused  ideas  of  an  existence  after  death,  and 
bufn  their  dead  instead  of  burying  them.  They  also  burn  the  cloth- 
ing, beads,  arms,  provisions,  &c,  of  the  deceased,  so  that  he  may  not 
be  in  want  of  anything ;  they  are  also  believers  in  witchcraft,  believ- 
ing that  a  man  who  has  come  in  possession  of  this  terrible  gift  can 
transform  himself  into  a  bear  to  do  mischief  to  his  enemies.  The  con- 
dition in  which  the  Indians  find  themselves  in  parts  where  there  is 
plenty  of  game,  fish,  and  shell-fish,  is  not  bad  at  all — apparently  they 
are  the  happiest  people  on  the  globe ;  they  never  get  tired  of  a  lite 
that  alternates  in  eating  and  sleeping  only.  The  Indians  here  live 
together  in  rancherias,  subsisting  on  acorns,  wild  oats,  manzanitas, 
different  roots,  herbs,  game,  fish,  shell-fish,  sea  grass,  berries,  &c. 
Those  Indians  that  live  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ocean  consider  themselves 
the  best  off — the  beach  supplying  them  continually  with  shell-fish  and 
lea  grass.  If  I  should  give  my  opinion  in  regard  to  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  the  Indians,  I  would  suggest  to  remove  all  the  tribes  that 
live  on  lands,  the  occupants  of  which  are  in  favor  of  removal  to  th* 
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reserves  ;  have  overseers  there  that  compel  them  to  cultivate  the 
ground,  in  order  to  raise  sufficient  produce  to  supply  them." 

H.  G.  Heald,  of  Russian  river,  Mendocino  county,  August  26, 1856, 
says:  "They  are  generally  indolent,  and  appear  to  care  very  little 
for  property.  They  live  in  rancherias  of  from  20  to  60,  or  more,  and 
subsist  upon  seeds,  fish,  and  game,  &c.  The  men  work  occasionally 
for  the  farmers,  and  receive  about  fifty  cents  per  day.  They  are  very 
poor,  and  are  frequently  going  about  the  neighborhood  almost  naked. 
I  think  it  would  be  well  for  the  department  to  remove  them  to  some 
reservation  where  they  could  be  made  to  earn  their  living." 

G.  W.  Applegate,  of  Lisbon,  Placer  county,  July  23,  1856,  says: 
"  They  are  lazy  and  trifling,  and  have  taken  up  all  the  vices  and  evils 
erf  the  day ;  the  male  portion  getting  drunk  whenever  they  can  get 
the  spirits,  and  very  often  the  females  are  made  drunk  by  the  low  and 
contemptible  whites  for  infamous  purposes — in  fact,  they  are  in  as 
wretched  a  condition  as  you  can  imagine ;  their  hunting  grounds  are 
all  occupied  by  the  farmers,  whose  hogs  destroy  their  acorns  and  man- 
zanita  berries.  They  are  too  lazy  to  work,  and  in  their  present 
situation  it  is  with  them  either  beggary  or  starvation." 

H.  H.  Brown,  Mountain  Springs,  Placer  county,  July  27, 1856, 
says :  "  Our  Indians,  with  few  exceptions,  are  industrious,  honest, 
and  temperate ;  the  females  strictly  virtuous  in  almost  every  in- 
stance." 

Lewis  Stark,  of  Quincy,  Plumas  county,  August  1,  1856,  Bays: 
"  There  are  about  450  Indians  in  this  locality,  in  American  and  Indian 
valleys  ;  in  character,  friendly  and  peaceable ;  their  condition  rather 
destitute,  having  to  depend,  during  many  of  the  winter  months,  on 
the  charity  of  the  whites  ;  mode  of  living,  nomadic.  In  Honey  Lake 
valley  there  are  several  thousand  Indians,  distant  about  forty  miles 
from  this  place." 

John  Rains,  of  Temacula,  San  Diego  county,  July  24,  1856,  says: 
"  Of  the  San  Luis  Eey  Indians,  there  are  in  all  belonging  to  this  be- 
tween twenty-five  and  twenty-eight  hundred  ;  they  live  in  nineteen 
different  rancherias,  having  a  captain  and  alcalde  in  each,  and  one 
headman  over  all.  They  are  Christians ;  raised  to  work  ;  all  culti- 
vate more  or  less  ;  all  are  good  horsemen,  and  make  good  servants ; 
very  fond  of  liquor,  easily  managed  when  sober,  but  great  fools  when 
drinking.  This  year  their  crops  have  failed,  owing  to  the  want  of 
water.  There  are  some  of  them  in  a  starving  condition,  and  are 
obliged  to  steal  to  maintain  themselves  and  families.  The  country  of 
the  San  Luis  Bey  Indians,  is  joined  by  the  country  of  the  Cowela  and 
Diegena  Indians.     They  are  about  six  thousand,  all  told." 

A.  W.  Vonschmidt,  deputy  United  States  surveyor,  relative  to 
the  Mono  Indians,  living  on  the  east  side  of  the  Sierra  Vevada,  in 
Mariposa  and  Tulare  counties,  August  10,  1856,  says:  " They  are 
a  fine-looking  race,  straight,  and  of  good  height,  and  appear  to  be 
active.  They  live  in  families,  scattered  throughout  the  entire  valley, 
and  get  their  living  in  various  ways,  such  as  it  is.  Game  is  very 
scarce  ;  some  few  antelope  are  to  be  found  in  the  valley,  but  the  bow 
and  arrow  is  not  the  proper  instrument  for  game  of  that  description, 
even  if  it  were  plenty.    Hares  are  also  found  in  some  portions  of  the 
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valley,  which  form  their  principal  article  of  food  in  the  meat  line  ; 
but  their  principal  article  of  food  consists  of  clover  and  grass  seeds, 
also  pine  nuts,  which,  I  am  told,  fail  sometimes. 

"  They  also  can  get  fish,  of  a  small  size,  in  Owen's  river,  (the 
lakes  Owens  and  Mono  are  both  salt,  and  have  no  fish.)  But  with 
all  this,  they  are  in  a  poor  condition.  The  families  being  divided  off, 
and  each  having  his  own  hunting  ground,  causes  some  to  go  without 
food  for  days.  One  chief  told  me  that  sometimes  he  had  nothing  to 
eat  for  six  davs  at  a  time.  I  estimated  the  number  to  be  about  one 
thousand  in  the  entire  valley  ;  they  are  in  a  state  of  nudity,  with 
the  exception  of  a  small  cloth  about  their  loins,  and,  so  far  as  I  could 
see,  are  in  want  of  every  article  of  clothing." 

G.  E.  Jewett,  of  Columbia,  Tuolumne  county,  August  6,  1856, 
says:  tc  This  tribe  (the  Mewahs)  number  probably  about  three  thou- 
sand this  side  of  San  Joaquin  river.  Character,  very  friendly,  and 
generally  honest,  respecting  the  property  of  the  whites,  more  especial- 
ly where  they  receive  good  treatment ;  in  general  they  have  a  great 
regard  for  the  truth.  The  men  dislike  work.  The  females  are  in- 
dustrious ;  large  numbers  are  given  to  intoxication.  Condition  and 
mode  of  living  :  They  live  generally  in  villages,  composed  of  a  col- 
lection of  huts  of  a  miserable  description.  They  subsisted,  formerly, 
on  game,  fish,  and  fowl,  together  with  acorns,  roots,  and  seeds  of 
various  kinds,  the  spontaneous  productions  of  the  soil ;  recently  they 
add  to  these,  flour,  beef,  and  various  other  articles  known  to  civilized 
nations.  They  complain  of  the  injustice  of  the  whites  in  destroying 
their  means  of  subsistence,  (the  natural  productions  of  the  soil,)  and 
not  furnishing  them  others.  They  live  in  small  bands  of  from  fifty  to 
two  hundred  members.  Each  band  has  its  chief,  who  appears  to  be 
independent  of  all  other  chiefs,  although  they  meet  in  council  on 
matters  of  importance  to  the  nation.  The  position  of  chief  is  heredi- 
tary.    Polygamy  is  practised." 

Robert  McAdam,  of  Dry  creek,  Tuba  county,  July  22,  1856,  says: 
"Their  character  for  peace  is  good;  I  have  never  known  them  to 
molest  any  white  person.  Their  mode  of  living  is  on  acorns,  fish, 
grasshoppers,  begging,  and  by  prostitution  to  a  very  great  extent.  I 
know  of  no  other  means  by  which  they  obtain  their  subsistence.  This 
year  there  will  be  no  acorns,  fish,  or  grasshoppers  in  this  section  ;  and 
upon  what  they  are  to  subsist  for  the  coming  year,  unless  removed  by 
government,  is  a  matter  of  doubt." 

J.  J.  Bowlby,  of  Camptonville,  Tuba  county,  July  30,  1856,  says : 
"They  are  in  a  very  destitute  condition.  Their  living  is  on  acorns, 
and  such  other  things  as  they  can  pick  up,  together  with  begging ; 
however,  some  few  of  them  work.  In  the  winter  they  suffer  very 
much  for  want  of  blankets  and  provisions  ;  besides,  they  are  becoming 
very  sickly." 

In  conducting  the  affairs  of  this  superintendency,  I  have  rejected 
entirely  the  idea  of  making  treaties  with  the  Indians,  or  recognizing, 
in  any  way,  the  rights  which  they  claim  to  the  soil. 

The  Indians  in  every  portion  of  the  State  have  already  been  made 
acquainted  with  the  policy  proposed  by  the  government  in  regard  to 
them,  and  are  everywhere  highly  pleased  with  it,  except  in  locations 
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where  malicious  or  interested  white  persons  have*  by  false  representa- 
tions, prejudiced  them  against  it.  A  few  persons  of  this  class  in  the 
various  localities  have  been  the  cause  of  most  of  the  Indian  difficulties 
which  have  occurred  in  this  State.  The  Indians  are  generally  peace- 
able and  well  disposed  towards  their  white  neighbors  ;  and  in  almost 
all  cases  where  they  have  been  guilty  of  aggression,  it  has  been  to 
avenge  some  outrage  committed  upon  them  by  the  class  of  persons  in 
question. 

In  closing  this  report,  however,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  and  I  do  it 
with  great  pleasure,  that  the  mass  of  the  white  settlers  of  this  State 
have  uniformly  treated  the  Indians  with  the  greatest  possible  kind- 
ness ;  giving  them  protection  and  advice,  and  frequently  contributing 
of  their  scanty  means  to  relieve  their  pressing  wants,  and  save  them 
from  actual  starvation.  This  was  not  an  unusual  circumstance,  bat 
has  been  of  daily  occurrence  from  1849  to  the  present  day  ;  and  there 
are  even  now  hundreds,  and  I  doubt  not  thousands,  of  Indians,  scat- 
tered remnants  of  tribes,  whose  existence  depends  materially  upon  the 
food  advice  and  charity  of  our  citizens.  The  general  course  of  con- 
uct  of  the  people  of  California  towards  the  Indians  has  been  such  as 
to  merit  the  approbation  of  all  good  men,  as  well  as  £he  thanks  of  the 
Indian  department. 

The  outrages  upon  the  Indians,  which  have  been,  I  regret  to  say, 
of  frequent  occurrence,  have  emanated  from  a  few  lawless  and  desper- 
ate men,  for  whose  conduct  the  masses  should  in  no  way  be  held  re- 
sponsible. No  philanthropist  or  fiiend  of  the  Indian  can  or  ought 
to  deserve  a  better  state  of  feeling  towards  this  unfortunate  and  ap- 
parently doomed  race,  than  forms  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  Cali- 
fornia, embracing  every  class  of  our  citizens,  as  well  in  the  mining 
as  in  the  agricultural  districts,  from  one  extremity  of  the  State  to  the 
other. 

The  number  of  Indians  now  collected  and  residing  upon  reserrar 
tions  is — 

At  Klamath 2,500 

At  Nome  Lacke 2,000 

At  Mendocino 500 

At  Fresno 900 

AtTejon 7<W 

At  Nome  Cult  valley,  (attached  to  Nome  Lacke) 3,000 

At  King's  river,  (attached  to  Fresno) 400 

making  in  all  ten  thousand. 

The  number  of  Indians  not  connected  with  the  reserves  cannot  be 
correctly  estimated. 

The  following  statement  is  made  up  from  the  most  reliable  iaform*- 
tion  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  : 

On  and  attached  to  the  reservation  as  above 10,000 

In  San  Diego  and  San  Bernardino  counties. ..., 8,000 

In  Los  Angelos,  Santa  Barbara,  San  Luis  Obispo,  Monterey, 

Santa  Clara,  and  Santa  Cruz  counties 2,1 

In  Tulare  and  Mariposa  counties « 2,500 

In  Tuolumne,  Calaveras,  San  Joaquin,  Alameda,  and  Contra 

Costa  counties 4,M0 
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In  Sacramento,  Eldorado,  and  Placer  counties 3,500 

In  Sutter,  Yuba,  Nevada,  and  Sierra  counties 3,500 

In  Butte,  Shasta,  and  Siskiyou  counties 5,500 

In  Klamath,  Humboldt  and  Trinity  counties 6,500 

In  Mendocino.  Colusi,  Yolo,  Napa,  Sonoma,  and  Marin  coun- 
ties  '. . 15,000 

Making  the  total  number  of  Indians  within  this  superin tendency  six- 
ty-one thousand  six  hundred. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  HENLEY, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 
Hon.  George  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington  city,  D.  C. 


No.  101. 


Office  Indian  Agent, 
Sebastian  Military  Reserve,  July — ,  1856. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  this 
agency,  accompanied  by  the  usual  statistical  tables,  &c,  as  per 
appendices. 

The  number  of  Indians  at  present  connected  with  this  agency,  and 
deriving  their  sustenance  therefrom,  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  Ap- 
pendix "  A."  The  numbers,  in  some  instances,  may  not  be  entirely 
accurate,  as  they  are  by  approximation,  actual  enumeration  being 
impracticable. 

They  exhibit  entire  contentment  with  their  condition  and  treat- 
ment, and  a  ready  compliance  with  any  regulation  or  requirement, 
and  a  laudable  desire  for  improvement  in  agriculture  and  the  various 
sources  of  comfort. 

Their  expressed  and  ardent  desire  for  the  enlightenment  of  the 
rising  generation,  and  for  their  acquisition  of  a  knowledge  of  written 
language,  induces  me  to  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
procuring  the  services  of  competent  missionaries  or  teachers  for  their 
instruction  and  enlightenment,  and  to  solicit  most  earnestly  your 
heaity  co-operation  in  securing  them  this  boon. 

The  almost  constant  accessions  to  the  numbers  already  dependent 
upon  this  agency  for  support,  requires  untiring  diligence  to  supply 
their  necessities,  in  which,  thus  far,  we  have  been  successful;  and 
feel  confident,  with  the  approving  smiles  of  Providence,  to  be  enabled, 
the  coming  season,  to  assist  double,  or  even  triple,  the  present  number. 

From  the  drought  of  the  past  season,  the  crops  have  not  been 
as  plentiful  as  under  more  favorable  circumstances  we  should  have 
had  reason  to  expect.  The  grains  have  suffered  most  from  this  cause. 
Although  the  quantity  is  somewhat  deficient,  the  quality  is  most  ex- 
cellent.    See  Appendix  "C." 

The  amount  of  disease  existing  among  the  Indians,  and  their  suffer- 
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ings — the  result  of  ordinary  casualties—have  prompted  me  to  secure 
the  services  of  a  competent  physician,  which  I  have  accordingly  done. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  a  certain  treaty  made 
by  Commissioner  Barbour  with  the  different  tribes  of  Tejon  Indians, 
securing  to  them  the  right  and  title  to  certain  land,  in  consideration  of 
their  relinquishing  claim  to  certain  other  land  before  claimed  by 
them. 

I  do  this  with  no  desire  to  discuss  the  competency  of  the  treator  to 
act  in  the  matter,  but  with  the  desire  that  the  attention  of  the  de- 
partment may  be  called  to  this  subject  at  the  earliest  possible  period, 
and  the  rights  of  the  parties  respected.  The  great  injustice  and  dis- 
respect of  rights  practised  by  the  Mexican  government  toward  the 
aborigines,  has  produced  a  lack  of  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the 
whites,  and  seriously  impedes  necessary  intercourse.  I  sincerely  trust 
that  this  confidence  may  be  restored  by  a  prompt  and  thorough  com- 
pliance with  treaty  stipulations  on  the  part  of  the  government. 

During  the  past  season  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  adults  and 
ninety  minors  have  been  instructed  and  employed  in  agriculture  with 
flattering  success.  Their  great  aversion  to  mechanical  pursuits  has 
heretofore  foiled  all  efforts  at  their  employment  in  that  department. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  on  the  reserve,  their  duties,  time 
employed,  and  their  compensation,  will  be  indicated  by  "muster-roll" 
of  this  agency. 

On  assuming  the  duties  of  this  agency,  I  have  found  the  cc  bolting 
apparatus"  to  the  flouring-mill  entirely  demolished.  The  great 
necessity  of  a  new  one  will  be  quite  apparent. 

The  pressing  necessity  for  a  saw-mill  prompts  me  to  speak  of  it 
here.  There  has  been  for  a  long  time  a  saw  and  the  necessary  irons 
for  the  same,  save  the  carriage  gearing,  which  is  yet  lacking. 

The  water-wheel  supplies  a  sufficiency  of  power  to  propel  the  ma- 
chinery of  a  saw-mill,  in  addition  to  the  grist-mill. 

I  would  most  respectfully  recommend  the  purchase  from  claimants 
of  the  land  included  in  this  reserve.  You  will  see,  from  the  reading  of 
the  treaty,  that  the  Indians  have  a  right  to  expect  it.  This  step 
would  give  a  permanency  to  the  institution,  and  warrant  certain 
necessary  permanent  improvements,  which  would  greatly  diminish 
the  current  expenses  of  the  reserve. 

Should  the  same  liberal  policy  which  has  heretofore  been  pursued 
toward  this  reserve  be  continued,  by  proper  management  it  will  soon 
become  an  almost  self-sustaining  institution;  which  course  I  most 
heartily  recommend. 

The  plat  or  map  required  by  the  regulations  to  accompany  this 
report  it  is  found  impossible  to  prepare,  from  lack  of  the  requisite 
platting  instruments,  as  none  have  as  yet  been  purchased  for  this 
reserve.  I  shall  endeavor  to  avoid  a  delinquency  in  this  respect  for 
the  future. 

I  would  recommend  that  four  hundred  head  of  cows  be  purchased, 
as  well  as  fifty  head  of  brood  mares,  for  this  reserve  ;  and  at  the  end 
of  two  years  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  purchase  of  stock,  as  the 
increase  would  abundantly  supply  all  the  wants,  if  a  proper  course 
of  management  be  pursued. 
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Should  this  course  be  pursued,  there  would,  at  the  end  of  two  years, 
be  no  necessity  of  appropriations  further  than  to  purchase  some 
clothing,  pay  agent,  physician,  and  clerk,  and  one  or  two  mechanics. 
I  am  informed  by  persons  conversant  with  the  matter,  that  there  is 
soil  here  well  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar-cane  and  cotton. 
Should  experiment  prove  this  to  be  the  case,  we  may  hope,  at  no  dis- 
tant period,  to  produce  those  two  very  important  articles. 

J.  R.  VINEYARD,  t 

Indian  Agent. 
Thomas  J.  Henley,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  San  Francisco,  California. 


APPENDIX  A* 
Numeration  of  Indians  on  Tejon  Reserve,  California,  July,  1856. 
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APPENDIX  C. 

Amount  of  grains,  dec. ,  raised  on  Tejon  Reserve,  A.  D.  1856,  ending 

June  30. 
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No.  102. 

Klamath  Reservation,  July  15, 1856. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions  of  June  16th,  I  report 
on  the  number,  character,  condition,  and  mode  of  living,  &c,  of  the 
Indians  in  this  vicinity. 

When  this  reservation  was  first  located,  there  were  living  upon  it 
about  2,000  Indians — men,  women,  and  children.  Since  that  time 
there  have  been  500  Indians  gathered  in,  which  make  the  Dumber 
now  living  within  the  bounds  of  this  reserve  about  2,500.  So  far  as 
I  am  able  to  judge,  from  the  short  time  I  have  been  here,  they  aw 
peaceably  disposed,  and  willing  to  obey  the  agent  over  them. 

That  portion  of  them  who  have  always  had  their  homes  here  subsist 
themselves  upon  fish,  game,  acorns,  roots,  &c.  The  500  recently 
removed  on  to  the  reserve,  were  brought  from  the  country  adjacent 
to  the  Oregon  line,  and  were  more  or  less  involved  in  the  war  which 
has  existed  between  the  whites  and  Indians  in  southern  Oregon  for 
some  months  past.  They  came  here  destitute,  apd  have  to  be  sub- 
sisted almost  entirely  at  government  expense.  It  will  be  necessary 
to  furnish  them  food,  more  or  less,  for  some  time  to  come. 

On  this  river,  above  the  reserve,  within  this  country,  there  are 
about  1,500  Indians.  They  subsist  upon  fish,  game,  and  the  natural 
products  of  the  earth  ;  some  few  of  them  work-  for  the  white  settlers. 

On  the  Trinity  river,  which  is  a  tributary  of  this,  some  ten  miles 
above  the  reserve,  there  are  from  1,000  to  1,200  Indians.  Their  modeof 
living  is  much  the  same  as  that  of  those  living  on  the  Klamath. 
South  of  this,  within  a  distance  of  60  miles,  living  on  the  coast  and 
the  various  small  streams,  are  some  small  tribes  or  scattering  villages, 
probably  not  more  than  500  or  600  in  all.  They  are  not  so  well  off 
as  those  of  the  interior,  from  the  fact  that  they  are  few  in  number,  and 
the  character  of  the  country  not  so  favorable  for  their  support. 

The  IAdians  about  Humboldt  bay,  I  am  credibly  informed,  are  in 
a  poor  condition ;  they  appear  to  be  altogether  a  different  race  from 
those  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Klamath  ;  their  country  is  mostly  occupied 
by  white  settlers,  and  they  are  constantly  subject  to  ill  treatment; 
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they  have  expressed  their  willingness  to  be  removed,  but  having  ever 
feared,  these  Indians  prefer  some  other  point.  I  would  suggest  that 
Mendocino  reserve  will  be  more  appropriate  for  them. 

Of  the  Indians  of  Scott  river,  in  Siskiyou  county,  I  am  unable  to 
report  at  present,  but  will  do  so  at  an  early  day. 

The  Indians  outside  the  reservation  should  be  gathered  in  gradually, 
as  preparations  can  be  made  to  receive  them.  To  do  this,  a  military 
force  of  at  least  two  full  companies  should  be  here  to  assist  the  agent 
and  to  prevent  all  idea  of  resistance. 

The  Indiaus  insist,  and  very  properly  so,  in  my  opinion,  that  they 
should  be  paid  for  lands  before  they  are  called  upon  to  leave  their  old 
homes.  A  small  appropriation  by  Congress  for  this  purpose  will  do 
much  toward  the  easy  management  of  the  Indians  and  amelioration 
of  their  condition.  Why  our  government  should  not  extinguish  the 
Indian  title  to  land  in  this  State,  as  well  as  in  all  other  portions  of 
the  United  States  and  Territories,  I  am  unable  to  find  any  good 
reason,  so  far  as  doing  justice  to  the  Indians  is  concerned. 

The  Indians  of  whom  I  have  spoken  are  all  at  peace  with  the  whites 
at  present,  and  will  probably  remain  so  until  some  outrage  is  com- 
mitted upon  them  by  evil  disposed  whites,  which  it  is  impossible  to 
prevent  so  long  as  they  remain  outside  of  the  reservation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  yours  respectfully, 

JAS.  A.  PATTERSON, 

Indian  Agent. 

Hon.  T.  J.  Henley, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

P.  S.  I  intend  to  remove  to  the  reservation,  in  the  course  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  days,  about  forty  Indians  from  Smith's  river — the  remnant 
of  the  Talawa  tribe  that  Mr.  Whipple  moved  last  spring. 

J.  A.  P. 


No.  103. 


Nome  Lacke  Reservation, 

Jvly  31,  1856. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions  of  the  18th  June,  re- 
quiring me  to  make  a  yearly  report,  in  addition  to  my  quarterly  re- 
ports, of  the  character,  condition,  &c,  of  the  Indians  under  my  charge, 
I  respectfully  submit  the  following : 

I  arrived  at  and  took  charge  of  this  reserve  on  the  16th  January, 
1856  ;  a  large  crop  of  grain  was  put  in  during  the  winter,  consisting 
of  about  eight  hundred  acres  of  wheat,  forty  acres  of  barley,  and  a 
large  lot  ot  vegetables ;  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  have  all  yielded  an 
abundant  harvest.  The  Indians  are  quiet,  contented,  and  happy; 
they  work  cheerfully  and  well  in  all  branches  of  labor,  particularly 
agricultural ;  they  are  quick  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  it ;  many  are 
excellent  hands  with  the  cradles,  sickles,  &c.,  and  have,  with  the  aid 
of  a  few  white  persons  as  overseers  and  directors,  harvested  all  the 
51 
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wheat  (about  16,000  bushels)  and  other  crops,  and  have  cut  and  pot 
up  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  hay  of  the  best  quality. 

The  reserve  will  now  be  able  to  produce  sufficient  breadstuff's  for 
about  five  thousand  Indians.  The  number  is  now  increasing  daily,  as 
they  are  beginning  to  understand  the  liberal  policy  of  the  government 
toward  them. 

There  are  now  on  this  reserve  about  two  thousand  Indians  of  four 
different  tribes  ;  the  Nome-Lackes,  Nome-Cults,  Nir- Mucks,  and  IV 
Lackes ;  of  these,  the  first  named  is  the  most  numerous.  None  of 
them  have  any  head  or  principal  chief,  except  the  Nome-Calts ;  they 
have  one  who  appears  to  exercise  a  very  great  influence  over  them. 
The  several  tribes  are  located  in  different  parts  of  the  reserve  to  pre- 
vent any  disturbances  among  them,  arising  out  of  the  enmity  which 
has  always  existed  among  various  tribes  in  this  State. 

There  is  no  disease  of  any  importance  among  those  who  have  re- 
mained any  considerable  time  on  the  reserve ;  but  most  of  the  new- 
comers are  diseased,  miserable,  and  wretched,  and  would,  without 
assistance  from  government,  perish  from  the  continued  effects  of  dis- 
ease and  famine.  Within  the  past  ten  days,  about  ninety  Uye-Lackes 
have  been  brought  in ;  almost  every  one  of  them  is  afflicted ;  but  in  a 
few  months,  with  proper  care  and  medical  aid,  will  be  mostly  cared. 
Until  recently,  there  was  a  fifth  tribe  here,  (the  Nevadas,)  but  they 
have  been  removed  to  the  Nome-Cult  valley,  west  of  this  reserve,  and 
are  now  located  there,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  S.  P.  Storms,  who 
was  formerly  their  overseer  here.  As  that  valley  is  some  distance  from 
here,  difficult  of  access,  and  but  recently  established,  it  is  impossible 
for  me,  at  this  time,  to  say  anything  of  its  prospects  of  utility,  sue* 
cess,  &c,  I  shall  therefore  reserve  it  for  a  future  report. 

I  intend  this  fall  to  put  up  a  building  one  hundred  feet  square, 
capable  of  being  used  for  dwellings,  offices,  and  store-houses,  and 
arranged  so  as  to  be  a  fortification  in  case  of  any  difficulty  arising 
among  the  Indians.  This  is  deemed  necessary  from  the  fact,  that 
there  are  now  on  the  reserve  four  different  tribes,  and  as  the  intentions 
of  government  becomes  better  known  outside,  others  will  come  or  be 
brought  in  ;  and  it  is  only  considered  a  prudent  caution  to  be  at  all 
times  prepared  for  any  outbreak  among  them,  arising  from  their 
natural  enmity,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded  as  existing  among 
them.  For  those  now  here,  this  course  would  not  be  deemed  absolutely 
necessary,  as  no  difficulties  of  any  kind  have  taken  place  among  tbem 
since  1  have  been  in  charge  of  the  reservation.  The  Indians  are  no* 
engaged  in  making  the  adobes  for  the  building. 

Of  the  Indians  residing  in  this  neighborhood,  a  large  number  are 
on  the  ranches  or  farms  of  private  individuals,  who  are  using  themas 
working  hands,  and  who  seem  to  have  adopted  the  principle  that  they 
(the  Indians)  belong  to  them  as  much  as  an  African  slave  does  to  ni$ 
master,  and  that  they  have  the  right  to  control  them  entirely.  MfflJ 
of  these  Indians  have  left  their  places  and  come  to  the  reservation, 
and  have  been  followed  and  demanded  by  the  persons  claiming  them 
as  private  property.  This  system  of  slavery  is,  in  my  opinion,  f»r 
more  objectionable  than  that  which  exists  in  any  other  country,  a»tne 
Indians  claim  to  be  the  rightful  owners  of  the  soil.     I  cannot,  there* 
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fore,  too  strongly  recommend  that  some  course  be  adopted  by  which  it 
may  be  promptly  broken  np,  and  the  Indians  removed  to  the  reserva- 
tion. 

I  did  at  one  time  question  whether  the  reservation  system  could  be 
successfully  carried  out,  but  I  am  now  convinced  that  no  other  policy 
would  answer  as  well  in  this  country.  The  success  and  flourishing 
condition  of  this  reserve  have  proved  that  the  Indians,  in  a  short  time, 
will  be  able  to  abundantly  grow  the  necessary  provisions  for  their  sup- 
port, and  give  them  a  home  where  they  can  live  in  peace  and  content- 
ment, and  where  they  will  be  removed  from  those  vices  and  evils  that 
are  always  entailed  upon  them  when  brought  in  contact  with  the 
whites,  for  they  first  learn  all  their  vices,  and  pay  but  little  attention 
to  their  good  qualities. 

E.  A.  STEVENSON, 
Agent  for  the  Indians  in  California. 

Hon.  Thomas  J.  Henley, 

Superintendent  Indian  A  fairs. 


No.  104. 


Fresno  Indian  Farm,  July  22,  1856. 

Sir:  The  number  of  Indians  which  live  on,  visit,  and  recognize 
this  place  as  their  home  and  headquarters,  and  which  I  understand  to 
be  termed  the  Fresno  Indians,  consist  of  the  remnant  of  nine  distinct 
tribes,  estimated  at  twelve  hundred  and  five,  all  told.  Their  compara- 
tive numbers  and  locations  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 
PitCH  tehee. — Live  on  San  Joaquin,  mostly  at  Miller  ton,  and 

number  over  one  hundred 100 

Sallenches. — Former  residence  San  Joaquin,  now  united  with 

Choocchanceis 80 

Monos. — Live  on  head  waters  of  San  Joaquin,  frequent  fine 

and  coarse  gold  gulches 250 

Chuocchancies. — Live  on  Fresno,  and  visit  coarse  and  fine 

gold  gulches 275 

Chowchillas. — Live  on  Fresno;  have  long  been  the  ruling 
tribe ;  speak  the  Chowchilla,  (travelling  language ;)  visit 

Chowchilla  waters 125 

Pohoneeches. — Live  on  Fresno,  and  visit  its  headwaters 100 

Nootchoos. — Live  on  headwaters  of  Chowchilla ;  among  them 
now  reside  the  remnant  of  the  Sosemity  tribe,  the  former 

occupants  of  the  Sosemity  valley 75 

Potoanci«8. — Mostly  reside  on  Merced  ;  always  work  here  dur- 
ing harvesting,  and  attend  all  feasts  ;  number  over  one  hun- 
dred          100 

Wallalshimmez. — Tuolumne  Indians,  visit  this  place  on  all 
feast  days,  have  worked  more  or  less,  and  number  over  one 
hundred 100 


Making  a  sum  total  of  twelve  hundred  and  five  Indians     1,205 
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men,  women,  and  children,  all  of  whom  can  be  quietly  settled  on  any 
selected  place  made  known  to  them  as  their  future  homes,  within  the 
bounds  of  their  former  range  and  homes,  to  which  they  are  partial, 
without  any  other  expense  than  a  few  presents  when  they  arrive  at 
their  place  of  destination. 

There  are  other  Indians  known  to  live  higher  up  in  the  mountains, 
which  have  no  friendly  relations  or  associations  with  the  whites,  and 
but  little  with  the  Indians  here  enumerated,  and  it  is  a  prevalent 
opinion  among  the  more  civilized  Indians,  and  the  few  whites  that 
pretend  to  know,  that  they  are  numerous ;  but  from  all  the  informa- 
tion I  have  been  able  to  get  on  the  subject,  I  am  inclined  to  a  different 
opinion. 

All  these  Indians  herein  enumerated  appear  not  only  friendly  and 
well  disposed  towards  the  whites,  but  appear  to  have  become  mucb 
attached  to  them.  Nearly  all  the  males  who  have  been  industrious 
have  found  employment  among  the  miners  and  farmers,  until  recently ; 
the  chances  for  mining  are  not  encouraging,  on  account  of  the  diggings 
in  their  vicinity  being  nearly  all  taken  up  by  whites  and  Chinamen, 
and  when  labor  is  required,  the  service  of  Chinamen  is  sought  in  pre- 
ference to  that  of  Indians.  Many  of  those  Indians,  during  their  in- 
tercourse with  the  whites,  have  proven  themselves  fully  susceptible  of 
such  improvements  in  agriculture,  and  other  pursuits  of  industry,  as 
would  soon  enable  them  to  provide  a  living  for  themselves,  while  there 
are  others  much  disposed  to  indulge  in  idleness,  drunkenness,  and 
gambling ;  and  though  they  obtain  but  little  liquor,  they  continue  to 
visit  the  mining  villages  and  whisky  shops,  and  indulge  in  all  the 
vices  not  withheld  from  them,  taking  great  pains  to  allure  their  young 
relations  and  associates  into  their  evil  ways. 

The  women  by  nature  appear  well  disposed,  industrious,  and  sub- 
missive, and  in  my  opinion,  could  they  have  the  same  chance,  would 
prove  more  than  the  equals  of  their  masters,  morally  and  intellectu- 
ally ;  but  being  looked  on  by  the  men  in  no  other  light  than  tools  and 
servants,  and  treated  as  such,  they  have  no  chance  for  profitable  em- 
ployment of  a  praiseworthy  character ;  consequently,  from  necessity 
and  an  inclination  to  gratify  their  craving  appetite  for  food,  and  their 
fancy  for  dress  and  trinkets,  in  the  absence  of  all  words  of  moral  ad- 
vice, at  the  same  time  sought  for  by  white  men,  and  encouraged  by 
those  who  ought  to  be  their  friends  and  protectors,  they  have  been  led 
astray  at  an  early  age,  and  soon  thereafter  become  the  sport  and  traffic 
of  worthless  Indian  men.  In  one  or  two  brief  years  they  become  dis- 
eased ,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  wear  the  features  of  thirty-five  to  forty ; 
outcasts  among  their  own  people ;  and,  as  a  general  thing,  before  they 
arrive  at  the  age  of  thirty,  die  a  shameful  and  miserable  death. 

There  are  but  few  marriages  now,  compared  with  former  days,  to 
be  attributed  mostly  to  the  jealousy  of  the  Indian  men  from  the  early 
association  of  their  women  with  white  men  ;  and  though  the  men  are, 
or  once  were,  the  absolute  masters  of  the  women,  many  of  them  at  this 
time,  who  have  been  led  astray,  have  found  shelter  among  the  whites, 
and  are  consequently  independent  of  the  men;  and  many  of  them  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  mining  village  indulge  in  drunkenness  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.     Taking  the  women  as  a  people  in  the  mining 
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vicinities,  I  consider  their  condition  worse  than  before  they  saw  the 
face  of  a  white  man ;  and  at  the  same  time  I  am  well  satisfied, 
from  practical  proofs  here,  that  a  large  majority  of  these  young  squaws 
would  prefer  constant  labor  for  a  living,  in  preference  to  the  means  so 
many  of  them  resort  to. 

The  chances  for  employment. 

I  am  quite  sure  that  the  white  population  in  this  section  of  country, 
except  in  harvest  time,  will  not,  if  it  were  sought  for,  give  employment 
to  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  Indian  male  population,  whilst  the  women 
have  comparatively  no  chance  for  employment,  the  white  women  not 
being  disposed  to  engage  their  services,  which  are  but  little  required 
elsewhere. 

Their  condition  and  mode  of  living. 

The  condition  of  the  Indian  population  in  this  section  of  country,  at 
this  time,  when  considered  en  masse,  is  by  no  means  enviable ;  the  Indian 
farmers  having  almost  entirely  failed  to  receive  anything  in  the  shape 
of  food,  whilst  their  supplies  in  the  plains  and  foot  hills,  provid  ed  by 
Providence  for  generations  back,  have  been  consumed  by  the  stock  of 
white  men.  One  of  the  resorts  of  those  people  for  food,  during  the 
summer  and  fall  seasons  of  the  year,  has  been  the  burning  of  the 
plains  to  catch  grasshoppers,  and  of  the  thickets  to  kill  rabbits  and 
other  small  game,  which  they  have  always  been  taught  as  right  by 
their  forefathers  ;  but  which,  if  persisted  in  now,  and  they  caught  at 
it,  would  seem  to  be  certain  death.  Only  a  few  days  since,  a  fire  was 
seen  to  start  up  in  the  plains,  near  King's  river,  to  which  some  of  the 
nearest  neighbors  hastened,  and  finding  three  Indians  near  by,  com- 
menced to  chastise  them  ;  soon  leaving  one  apparently  dead  on  the 
ground,  they  pursued  the  other  two,  who  immediately  fled.  The 
justification  of  this  unexpected  and  rash  treatment  towards  these  In- 
dians for  the  exercise  of  a  privilege  which  they  have  been  allowed 
from  their  infancy,  it  is  rather  hard  to  explain  to  them ;  whilst  it 
it  was  considered  by  the  whites  as  done  in  self-defence,  and  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  their  property. 

The  acorns,  the  most  important  and  most  available  bread  stuff,  in 
the  low  hills  and  vicinity  of  the  plains,  where  it  is  most  plentiful  and 
easiest  obtained,  are  consumed  by  the  hogs  of  the  whites.  True,  as 
a  general  thing,  there  is  plenty  higher  up  in  the  mountains,  but  not 
so  easily  obtained  and  transported  to  desirable  places  for  winter  quar- 
ters ;  and  there  are,  at  this  time,  droves  of  hogs  as  high  up  in  the 
mountains  as  there  is  an  acorn  to  be  found  at  accessible  points. 

A  good  hunter  can  kill  an  antelope  occasionally  in  the  plains,  or  a 
deer  in  the  mountains ;  and  it  is  round  profitable  to  hunt  at  conve- 
nient times,  but  it  will  not  do  to  rely  on  this  as  means  of  subsistence. 

The  three  means  of  subsistence  in  this  section  of  country  during  the 
fall  and  winter  seasons,  other  than  the  kind  of  food  used  by  the  white 
people,  and  purchased  from  them  at  high  rates,  or  furnished  by  the 
government,  consist  of  the  acorn,  pinon,  manzanite,  and  a  few  other 
seeds  and  berries  of  but  little  consequence ;  all  of  which,  at  this  time, 
can  only  be  obtained  high  up  in  the  mountains,  too  much  so  for  con- 
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venience,  besides  fish,  which  only  serve  those  tribes  that  live  on  the 
rivers.  There  is  an  abundance  of  fish  that  can  be  caught  iu  the  San 
Joaquin  and  King's  rivers  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  and  more  or 
less  all  the  time ;  but  from  actual  experiment  made,  I  find  that  the 
Indians  not  accustomed  to  living  on  those  rivers,  which  are,  at  least, 
one  half  of  the  whole  number  of  Fresno  Indians,  prefer  taking  their 
chances  in  the  mountains  for  food  to  leaving  their  favorite  homes  in 

{Hirsuit  of  fish.     All  Indians  living  on  either  of  these  rivers,  by  a 
ittle  perseverance,  can  obtain  a  bountiful  supply  offish. 

Their  spring  and  summer  food,  such  as  clover,  wild  lettuce,  serrino, 
grass  roots,  and  various  other  kinds  of  vegetables  which  they  are  fond 
of  during  spring  and  summer,  have  this  season,  and  will  hereafter, 
be  consumed  by  cattle,  horses,  and  hogs,  before  maturity. 

Thus  it  is  to  be  seen  that  at  least  half  their  former  means  of  subsis- 
tence is  hereafter  to  be  cut  off,  with  many  inconveniences  and  difficul- 
ties thrown  in  the  way  of  obtaining  the  balance. 

There  are  but  few  Indians  stopping  on  the  farm  at  this  time,  the 
larger  portion  having  permission  to  go  into  the  mountains  in  small 
parties  in  pursuit  of  manzanites,  and  other  berries,  and  are  in  no  way 
molesting  or  intruding  on  the  rights  or  interest  of  the  whites  ;  and, 
so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  for  the  short  time  they  have  been 
absent,  there  is  no  other  than  a  confiding  good  feeling  existing  be- 
tween the  white  and  red  men. 

The  number  of  Indians  on  King's  river  and  its  waters,  including 
the  Four  Greek  Indians,  which  are  much  scattered  and  confused, 
agreeably  to  the  best  information  obtained,  exceeds  the  number  of 
the  Fresno  Indians ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  there  cannot  be  more  than 
two  thousand  concentrated  there,  including  the  Tulare  Lake  Indians. 

These  Indians,  at  this  time,  might  be  settled  on  King's  river,  or 
its  waters,  without  any  other  expense  than  a  few  presents  on  the  oc- 
casion of  first  concentrating  on  the  ground.  The  Tulare  Lake  In- 
dians, in  my  opinion,  had  better  remain  where  they  are  for  the  time 
being,  and,  if  found  politic,  later.  With  a  little  help  they  will  sup- 
port themselves,  and  improve  in  arts  of  agriculture  and  civilization. 
Situated  as  they  are,  and  where  they  are,  they  can  do  no  mischief; 
neither  have  they  ever  shown  any  disposition  to  do  mischief,  but,  un- 
fortunately for  them,  they  are  claimed  by  more  than  one  white  man, 
and,  as  I  am  informed,  by  fabe  and  designing  pretences,  which  keep 
them  all  the  time  in  confusion  and  suspense.  They  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected and  helped  a  little  by  the  government,  and  left  in  peace  where 
they  are  for  the  present. 

The  remainder  of  the  King's  River  Indians  that  could  and  ought 
to  be  concentrated  in  a  reserve,  would  not  likely  exceed  one  thousand; 
and  could  the  location  be  made  on  King's  river  above  all  the  white 
settlements,  a  majority  of  all  these  Indians  might  be  permitted  to  live 

Eretty  much  in  the  mountains,  depending  on  themselves,  which  would 
e  a  great  saving  of  provision,  and  a  gratification  to  them,  until  such 
time  as  the  farm  would  afford  a  sufficiency  of  food.  The  reservation 
being  below,  and  between  the  mountain  Indians  and  whites,  would 
protect  the  property  of  the  whites  from  the  petty  thefts  that  it  might 
be  subjected  to  under  other  circumstances. 

The  character,  condition,  and  mode  of  living  of  the  King's  river 
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Indians  are  very  similar  to  that  of  the  Fresno,  and  their  natural  re- 
sources are  very  nearly  as  much  consumed  and  cut  off  by  the  settle- 
ment of  the  whites  as  those  of  the  Fresno.  They  have  not  been  so 
successful  in  obtaining  a  bountiful  supply  of  food  by  resort  to  the 
mines  apd  the  purchase  of  cattle  at  an  early  day,  consequently  are 
easier  satisfied  and  controlled. 

Neither  have  they  had  the  same  chance  to  inculcate  the  vices  and 
immorality  of  the  mining  villages  and  drinking  shops,  consequently 
not  so  much  diseased,  and  continue  to  retain  their  former  and  more 
natural  attachment  for  their  own  habits.  The  true  policy  of  the  gov- 
ernment towards  these  Indians  is  clear  to  my  mind.  Fix  them  on 
homes  that  they  would  look  on  as  their  own,  and  feel  some  interest  in, 
so  that  some  kind  of  discipline  may  be  enforced,  and  thereby  insuring 
their  labor  and  services  more  certain  and  available. 

I  am  of  opinion  it  would  be  good  policy  to  locate  the  Fresno  and 
King's  river  Indians  on  separate  reservations,  calculating  from  one  to 
two  thousand  each,  which  would  be  in  bounds,  as  it  is  quite  certain 
there  are  more  than  one,  and  perhaps  less  than  two,  thousand  in  each 
section  of  country.  In  which  event,  if  consistent,  it  is  desirable  that 
each  division  should  be  located  in  their  own  section  of  country,  grati- 
fying a  fixed  partiality  that  prevails  among  all  Indians  in  favor  of  the 
homes  of  their  ancestry,  and  obviating  the  trouble  and  expense  per- 
taiuing  to  moving  them,  as  well  as  securing  the  no  less  important 
consideration  of  conciliating  the  prejudice  and  jealousy  that  so  univer- 
sally exist  among  the  California  Indians  against  each  other  residing 
in  different  sections  of  the  country. 

So  far  as  the  Fresno  Indians  are  concerned,  settle  the  Chowchillas 
and  Choocchanceys,  and  all  the  balance  wi)l  gradually  come  in  as  their 
necessities  or  the  policy  of  the  department  would  seem  to  require.  In 
the  meantime  it  would  only  be  actually  necessary  to  subsist  and  keep 
on  the  reservations  a  sufficient  number  to  do  the  work  required,  and 
exercise  a  controlling  influence  over  the  balance  of  the  tribes  belonging 
to  the  reservation. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  the  same  policy  might  be  pursued  in  locating 
the  King's  river  Indians,  not  rendering  it  absolutely  necessary  to  keep 
and  subsist  at  all  times  more  than  could  be  kept  under  a  controlling 
influence,  or  number  sufficient  to  perform  all  the  labor  required. 

This  polipy  is  only  recommended  in  anticipation  of  the  Indian 
reservations  not  being  surrounded  or  crippled  by  the  settlements  of 
whites.  Free  access  for  the  Indians  to  the  mountains  would  be  a 
greater  guarantee  for  peace  and  quietude  than  any  other  circumstance 
connected  with  the  locating  of  an  Indian  reservation  in  this  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  LEWIS, 

Indian  Agent. 

Thomas  J.  Henley,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  San  Francisco. 
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No.  105. 

Office  of  thb  Mendocino  Indian  Reservation, 

July  25,  1856. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a  report  of 
the  number  and  condition  of  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  this  reser- 
vation. In  this  report  I  shall  divide  them  into  two  classes,  viz:  the 
Christian  Indians,  (as  they  call  themselves,)  and  the  wild  Indians. 
The  first  of  these  will  be  the  Kyanamara  Indians,  who  inhabit  the 
section  of  country  between  the  cafion  of  Russian  river  and  its  mouth ; 
they  number  about  four  hundred  and  seventy-three,  all  told,  men, 
women,  and  children.  Most  of  the  able-bodied  men  of  this  tribe  work 
for  the  farmers  on  Russian  river,  and  about  Bodega,  and  keep  them- 
selves very  well  clothed,  and  were  it  not  for  evil-disposed  persons  fur- 
nishing them  liquors,  and  introducing  amongst  them  various  diseases, 
their  condition  would  be  as  good  as  the  most  of  Indians.  But  these 
evils  are  carried  to  such  an  extent,  that  I  should  recommend  their  re- 
moval to  the  reserve  as  soon  as  practicable ;  as  most  of  the  men  know 
how  to  work,  they  can  soon  be  made  to  support  themselves. 

We  next  come  to  the  Wapo  Indians.  These  are  a  remnant  of  a 
tribe  that  once  inhabited  the  country  about  the  Geisers.  They  num- 
ber, all  told,  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight ;  their  condition  is  the 
same  as  the  Kyanamaras. 

The  Bokiah  and  Boyo  Indians  are  now  on  the  reservation ;  they 
number  two  hundred  and  fifty,  all  told. 

The  Ukiah  Indians  number  about  seventeen  hundred,  all  told ;  their 
condition  is  the  same  as  the  Kyanamaras  and  Wapos. 

The  Salan  Pomas  are  a  tribe  of  Indians  inhabiting  a  valley  called 
Potter's  valley — the  name  of  the  man  who  first  settled  in  their  coun- 
try. They  are  very  well  provided  for  as  they  are.  He  (Potter)  has 
ploughed  about  forty  acres  of  land  for  them,  which  they  have  planted 
in  corn,  watermelons,  &c;  they  live  on  Mr.  Potter's  rancho,  and  dis- 
turb no  one  at  present.  Their  condition  cannot  be  bettered  much. 
Their  number  is  about  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

Of  the  wild  Indians  but  little  is  as  yet  known  ;  those  that  inhabit 
the  section  of  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Long  valley  are  estimated  at 
about  seven  thousand ;  but  no  accurate  statement  as  to  their  numbers 
can  yet  be  given.  They  are  very  quiet,  living  on  grass-seed,  roots, 
&c,  and  if  left  to  themselves,  will  trouble  no  one.  Those  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Round  valley  I  estimated,  on  my  last  visit  to  that  place,  at 
three  thousand ;  their  mode  of  living  is  about  the  same  as  those  of 
Long  valley,  and  as  a  station  has  been  located  in  the  valley  they  in- 
habit, there  will  be  no  difficulty  with  them. 

It  was  a  very  fortunate  thing  to  locate  a  preparatory  farm  at  that 
point,  as  in  a  short  time  settlers  would  have  gone  there,  and  there 
would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  have  been  difficulties  with  the  Indians. 

Of  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Mendocino  but  little  is  known. 
They  are  very  wild  ;  their  number  is  estimated  at  about  three  thou- 
sand. They  live  chiefly  on  grass-seeds  and  fish  that  they  obtain 
along  the  coast.     The  country  that  they  inhabit  will  probably  not  be 
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settled  by  white  people  for  a  number  of  years,  if  ever,  and  for  that 
reason  the  department  will  have  very  little  trouble  with  them,  as  they 
are  disposed  to  be  very  quiet.  Since  I  have  had  charge  of  this  re- 
serve, my  duties  at  the  station  have  kept  me  so  confined  that  I  have 
made  but  little  acquaintance  with  the  Indians  and  country  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Cape  Mendocino,  consequently,  I  base  my  report  on  the  in- 
formation gained  from  persons  that  have  travelled  through  that  part 
of  the  country.  I  do  not,  however,  think  that  it  would  be  the  policy 
of  the  department  to  interfere  with  them  at  the  present  time,  as  there 
are  three  thousand  of  the  Christian  Indians,  (as  they  call  themselves,) 
whom  it  is  almost  necessary  to  remove,  and  by  removing  them  first, 
the  wild  Indians  will  come  in  of  their  own  accord. 

At  the  close  of  quarter  ending  June  30,  1856,  there  were  on  this 
reservation  about  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  Indians  ;  of  this 
number  about  one  hundred  are  able-bodied  men,  the  balance  are  old 
men,  women,  and  children. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  FORD, 
Sub-agent. 

Thomas  J.  Henley,  Esq. , 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  California. 
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Camp  on  Clear  Lake, 
120  miles  N.  E.  of  Yreka,  August  30,  1856. 

Sir:  I  have  the  hqnor  to  say  that  I  got  from  Judge  A.  M.  Bos- 
borough  a  short  time  since  a  letter,  directed  from  you  to  him,  asking 
for  information  relating  to  the  Indian  tribes  in  this  section  of  the 
United  States.  This  letter  he  has  done  me  the  honor  of  handing  to 
me,  requesting  that  I  should  give  the  required  information,  which  I 
take  pleasure  in  doing,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  abilities. 

I  suppose  that  in  the  area  of  country  beginning  at  the  Pacific  coast, 
on  the  northern  coast  of  California,  and  running  thence  about  due 
east  three  hundred  miles  to  the  summit  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  moun- 
tains, to  a  point  about  where  the  emigrant  trail  from  Yreka  to  the 
sinks  of  the  Humboldt  crosses  said  mountains,  and  thence  along  said 
mountains  south  about  two  hundred  miles,  and  thence  due  west  to  the 
coast,  and  thence  to  the  place  of  beginning,  there  are  some  five  or  six 
thousand  Indians  at  least,  amongst  whom  there  are  perhaps  eight  or 
ten  different  tribes,  all  of  whom  live  on  fish,  flesh,  and  fowl,  roots, 
and  seeds  of  different  grasses,  together  with  a  variety  of  nuts  and 
berries.  Their  habits  are  predatory,  and  as  far  as  petty  thieving  goes, 
they  are  in  the  habit  of  preying  upon  each  other  and  upon  the  white 
settlers,  who  usually  have  stock,  such  as  cattle  and  horses,  whic'u  the 
Indians  find  so  tempting  to  steal  that  they  avail  themselves  of  it, 
which  brings  on  collisions,  keeping  the  settlements  in  trouble,  retard- 
ing their  progress,  and  induces  expeditions  against  the  Indians  exceed- 
ingly expensive  either  to  the  State  or  general  government. 
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The  only  regular  force  in  this  whole  area  of  country  (now  fast  set- 
tling) is  at  Fort  Jones,  some  twenty  miles  from  Yreka,  and  it  is 
totally  inadequate  to  hold  in  check  and  overawe  so  many  small  tribes 
in  so  large  an  extent  of  country,  especially  where  so  many  miners  and 
settlers  irom  all  parts  of  the  world  are  in  juxtaposition  with  the  In- 
dians, and  hence  difficulties  or  aggressions  on  one  side  or  the  other 
are  constantly  occurring. 

I  am  now  at  this  point  engaged  in  an  expedition  against  the  In- 
dians, on  the  staff  of  Major  General  Casley.  I  am  satisfied  that  peace, 
under  the  liberal  auspices  of  the  general  government,  is  a  better  policy 
than  that  of  war,  and  without  this  interference  war  must  continue  to 
be  the  result  until  the  Indians  are  completely  conquered. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years  amongst  the  different 
tribeR  of  Indians  on  the  southwestern  frontiers  ot  the  United  States 
and  of  California  warrants  me  in  respectfully  suggesting  it  as  good 
policy  in  the  general  government  to  place  special  agents  in  this  coun- 
try who  have  good  sense  in  such  matters,  with  ample  means  and  fuU 
powers  to  act  for  the  common  weal  and  promote  peaceful  relations. 

The  whole,  or  most  -of  them,  (Indians,)  can  be  gathered  on  reserves 
and  taught  the  civil  arts  at  infinitely  less  expense  than  to  war  with 
them.  An  agent  with  these  powers  for  acting,  and  a  force  of  seventy- 
five  or  one  hundred  men  to  aid  him,  ready  to  enforce  obedience  with 
the  refractory,  could  soon  establish  these  Indians  on  reserves,  present 
them  with  gewgaws,  promote  industrial  pursuits,  and  inculcate  into 
their  minds  the  fact  that  the  whites  were  really  their  friends.  Estab- 
lish this  belief  into  their  minds  and  the  greatest  difficulty  is  sur- 
mounted. 

There  are  always  on  the  frontiers  renegade,  reckless,  and  irrespon- 
sible white  men,  who  do  more  to  promote  quarrels  with  the  Indians 
than  all  other  causes  combined,  and,  unfortunately,  the  Indians 
(savages,  as  they  are,)  are  too  apt  to  form  their  estimate  of  our  race 
from  these  persons  who  commit  upon  them  these  injuries  and  outrages. 

Let  an  Indian  know  that  he  is  the  recipient  of  benefits,  that  he  is 
safe  in  his  person  and  that  of  his  squaw  and  papooses,  that  they  have 
comfortable  means  of  subsistence,  and  he  is  easily  managed.  As  a 
savage  foe  he  is  quite  a  different  being.  If  the  people  of  the  United 
States  would  give  one-tenth  part  of  that  attention  to  their  Indian  af- 
fairs that  is  given  to  the  question  of  African  slavery  it  would  he  in- 
finitely better  for  the  Indians  on  the  score  of  humanity,  and  for  the 
whites  on  the  score  of  expense ;  for  I  have  scarcely  yet  seen  an  in- 
stance where  peace  (under  proper  management)  could  not  have  beeo 
better  maintained  with  them  than  a  state  of  war. 

The  Pacific  coast  Indians,  the  Lower  Klamath,  Salmon  river,  Upper 
Klamath  or  Lake  Indians,  the  Scott's  valley,  Shasta,  Modock,  (or  Tu- 
lare lake,)  Pitt  river,  McCloud  river,  and  Goose  lake  Indians  compose 
the  tribes  in  this  section  of  country  ;  and  I  respectfully  urge  that  the 
general  government  cannot  too  soon  act,  in  some  such  manner  as  it 
deems  best,  in  relation  to  these  tribes,  both  for  their  own  welfare  and 
that  of  the  white  settlers,  who  are  prevented  from  settling  some  fine 
portions  of  country  on  account  of  the  position  of  Indian  affairs  as  they 
now  exist  here. 


SECRETARY   OF   THE    INTERIOR.  811 

Since  the  settlement  of  this  section  of  the  couutry  by  the  whites, 
(which  began  about  the  year  1 851 ,)  the  Indians  (then  much  more  numer- 
ous than  now)  have  considerably  decreased  in  numbers,  as  far  as  relates 
to  those  immediately  in  juxtaposition  with  the  whites.  War  with  each 
other  and  with  the  whites,  whiskey,  and  a  variety  of  diseases  unknown 
to  them  until  the  advent  of  the  whites,  have  been  the  cause  of  this ; 
and  it  is  a  fact  well  established  that  the  Indians,  when  brought  in 
contact  with  the  whites,  are  prone  to  contract  their  vices  instead  of 
their  virtues. 

The  uprooting  of  the  soil  for  farms,  the  grazing  of  stock,  and  the 
working  of  the  streams  for  gold,  has  a  tendency  to  stop  the  supply  of 
game,  roots,  and  fish,  which  the  Indians  have  heretofore  relied  on  for 
subsistence.  All  this  has  a  tendency  to  engender  thieving  propensities 
among  the  Indians,  who  are  to  some  extent  imbued  with  the  belief 
that  it  is  just,  and  who  assert,  with  some  show  of  reason,  that  the 
whites  have  taken  from  them  their  hunting  grounds. 

I  regret  that  at  present  I  cannot  give  a  more  detailed  account  of  the 
character,  number,  and  mode  of  living  of  the  Indians,  as  much  of  the 
country  has  as  yet  been  but  little  explored,  especially  on  upper  Pitt 
and  McCloud  rivers.  If  you  deem  proper  to  correspond  with  me  on 
the  subject,  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  availing  myself  of  all  useful  in- 
formation, and  in  furnishing  you  with  it  at  the  earliest  date. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  P.  GOODALL. 

Col.  Thob.  J.  Henley, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  California. 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  May  26,  1855. 

Sir:  In  an  article  from  your  pen,  published  in  the  Washington 
Union  during  the  session  of  the  last  Congress,  I  find  a  paragraph  in 
these  words:  "  Without  the  military  arm,  however,  nothing  could  be 
successfully  accomplished.  The  sword  and  the  olive-branch  cannot 
be  separated.  It  is  undeniable  that  since  the  disunion  of  the  two,  by 
transferring  this  branch  of  service  from  the  Department  of  War,  the 
management  of  our  Indian  affairs  on  the  line  of  the  frontiers  has  not 
gone  on  as  well." 

This  paragraph  has  been  considered  as  reflecting  on  the  present 
"management  of  our  Indian  affairs;1'  and,  in  addition,  may  be  re- 

farded  as  expressing  the  opinion,  that  because  of  the  transfer  of  the 
ndian  Bureau  from  the  War  to  the  Interior  Department,  things 
"  on  the  line  of  the  frontiers  have  not  gone  on  as  well." 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject,  to  the  end  that  it 
may  have  your  consideration  more  maturely,  believing  that  the  ex- 
aggerated statements  which  were  made  in  the  winter  in  relation  to 
the  movements  and  intentions  of  the  frontier  Indians  may,  perhaps, 
have  caused  you  to  err  in  your  judgment  in  relation  to  the  facts,  and 
the  causes  for  whatever  of  irritation  there  actually  was  among  the 
Indians. 
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Recurring  to  the  series  of  comparatively  peaceful  years  that  have 
transpired  since  the  separation  referred  to,  as  contrasted  with  the 
Seminole,  Black  Hawk,  and  other  wars,  during  the  period  when  the 
office  was  appended  to  the  War  Department,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
admit  that  the  separation  was  unwise,  or  to  believe  that  the  dissatis- 
faction among  the  Indians  of  the  plains  during  the  past  fall  and 
winter  was  from  causes  that  could  have  been  controlled  by  the  Indian 
Office,  if  it  hpd  been  a  bureau  of  the  War  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  MANYPENNY, 

Commissioner. 
Henry  R.  Schoolcraft,  Esq. , 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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Washington,  May  28,  1855. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  26th  instant,  refer- 
ring to  an  article  of  mine  published  in  the  Union,  during  the  late  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  respecting  the  anticipated  hostilities  of  the  tribes  of 
the  Missouri.  Misapprehensions  of  this  kind  are  common.  I  had  no 
reference,  in  the  expression  quoted,  to  the  comparative  efficiency  of 
the  management  of  Indian  affairs  between  you  and  your  predecessors, 
but  only  to  the  effects  of  our  public  policy.  The  remote  and  robber 
tribes  are  only  to  be  held  in  check  by  fear.  Agents  may  write  letters 
from  those  isolated  positions  in  such  terms  as  they  please,  but  without 
reliance  on  the  military  arm  as  the  great  suasive  power,  their  influence 
is  but  feeble.  It  is  not  necessary  here  to  disparage  agent  or  officer, 
but  it  may  in  justice  be  said  that  the  military  have  ever  felt  a  species 
of  repugnance  in  playing  merely  a  secondary  part.  The  aspirations 
of  this  arm  are,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  institution,  for  distinction 
and  glory.  It  is  the  only  part  of  the  aristocratic  system  of  Europe 
that  we  have  adopted,  and  cannot  do  without. 

While  our  frontiers  were  bounded  by  the  line  of  the  Mississippi,  the 
civil  power  of  the  department  could  be  exerted  with  but  little  difficulty. 
But  when  the  circle  of  frontier  moved  rapidly  west,  when  the  old 
agencies  were  transferred  to  the  predatory  prairie  tribes  beyond  the 
Missouri,  to  the  foot  of  the  interior  mountain  line  of  Texas,  to  the 
high  plains  and  fastnesses  of  New  Mexico,  and,  in  fine,  to  the  broad 
ranges  of  the  Rocky  mountains  and  the  Pacific  coasts,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Indian  tribes  became  vastly  more  difficult,  and  required 
more  efficient  aid  from  the  military.  It  was  at  this  precise  period  of  ex- 
pansion that  the  Indian  Bureau  was  separated  from  the  War  Office,  cre- 
ating the  impression  in  the  minds  of  ambitious,  young,  inexperienced 
officers,  that  the  duty  of  co-operation  was  not  now  as  imperative  as 
before.  New  difficulties  on  the  frontiers  have  been  the  result  of  these 
impressions  and  this  separation,  and  it  is  in  allusion  to  these  difficul- 
ties, and  not  to  want  of  care,  foresight  or  energy  in  the  officers,  that  I 
expressed  the  opinion  that  things  had  not  worked  as  well  at  the  out- 
posts as  before.  To  convey  my  idea  in  a  word — the  military,  prior  to  the 
separation,  gave  their  aid  reluctantly ;  but  after  it  they  gave  none  at 
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all.  Jars  and  murmurings  have  prevailed  between  the  civil  and  mil- 
itary authorities  along  the  whole  line  of  posts  and  agencies  from  Min- 
nesota to  New  Mexico. 

The  want  of  harmony  to  which  I  had  allusion  is  mainly,  I  do  not 
know  that  it  is  exclusively,  due  to  the  organization  of  the  military  arm 
itself.  Neither  the  Department-in-chief  nor  the  Indian  Bureau  has 
any  power  to  control  the  military  stationed  near  an  agency.  Once 
both  classes  of  office-bearers  received  their  orders  from  the  same  head. 
It  is  no  longer  so,  but  the  efficiency  of  this  class  of  duties  in  the  Indian 
service  depends  on  exigencies,  and  a  system  of  official  comities  and 
compliances,  which  may  be  interrupted  partially  or  altogether,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances  transpiring  on  the  frontiers,  where,  in  the  end,  a 
commanding  officer  is  necessarily  clothed  with  a  plenary,  discretion* 
ary  power. 

That  you,  as  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  have  withheld  your 
influence  to  promote  harmony  and  efficiency  of  co-operation  between 
agents  and  officers,  or  neglected  any  efforts  to  preserve  peace  on  the 
frontiers,  agreeably  to  the  strictest  construction  of  the  original  act  of 
1802,  I  have  yet  to  learn.  That  you  entertain,  and  have  evinced  by 
your  official  acts,  the  deepest  sense  of  duty  to  protect  the  rights  of 
the  Indian  tribes  throughout  the  whole  public  domain,  I  firmly  believe. 
The  organization  of  the  bureau  never  was  more  efficient  and  system- 
atic, or  secured  greater  accountability,  than  at  this  period.  Time  was 
when  the  whole  duties  of  Indian  affairs  were  referred  to  a  single  clerk 
in  the  War  Office.  The  increase  of  its  duties,  with  the  spread  of  popu- 
lation over  the  west,  the  course  of  legislation,  the  progress  of  treaty 
making,  and  the  accumulation  of  their  annuities,  funds  and  expendi- 
tures, have,  in  the  course  of  five  and  thirty  years,  rendered  the  bureau 
one  of  prime  and  still  rapidly  growing  importance.  The  great  accu- 
mulation of  funds  in  the  hands  of  thoughtless  tribes  requires  the  eyes 
of  an  Argus  to  watch  them.  Within  the  period  of  your  commission- 
ership,  but  not  emanating,  I  believe,  from  it,  the  system  of  coloniza- 
tion, so  far  as  respects  exclusive  governments  for  the  expatriated 
tribes,  has  broken  down  ;  but  the  tribes  who  have  been  thus  trans- 
ferred to  the  west,  from  the  days  of  Mr.  Monroe,  have  continued  to 
hold  to  the  utmost  farthing  all  their  rights,  properties,  immunities, 
and  means  of  instruction  and  improvement.  In  this  adjustment  of 
systems  you  have  performed  an  important  part,  for  which  both  the 
tribes  and  the  government  owe  you  thanks. 

Every  State  and  every  Territory  added  to  the  Union  add  to  the  du- 
ties of  the  Indian  Office.  The  enlarging  circle  of  civilization,  as  the 
settlements  advance,  makes  the  bureau  more  important,  and  one  re- 
quiring at  each  step  a  higher  grade  of  administrative  talents,  and 
more  official  scrutiny  in  every  branch  of  the  service,  from  Washington 
to  Olympia.  I  counsel  you,  therefore,  if  you  find  the  best  intentions 
and  purposes  of  your  mind  misapprehended,  and  your  acts  brought 
into  question,  to  regard  these  criticisms  and  vituperations  as  a  compli- 
ment to  your  integrity. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  R.  SCHOOLCRAFT. 

Hon.  George  W.  Manypekny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
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REPORT   OF  THE 


No.  111. 

Statement  exhibiting  the  stocks  held  in  trust  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior for  Indian  tribes^  under  sundry  treaties  and  laws,  (exclusive  of 
the  Chickasaw  fund.) 


United  States  loan,  1842 

State  of  Virginia.. 

State  of  Kentucky 

State  of  Missouri 

Do 

State  of  Tennessee . .  P  .  .  . 


Total. 


8 

a. 


6 
6 
5 

*1 
6 

5 


g 


06 

8 


£1 


$49, 900  84 
73,800  00 
1,000  00 
28,000  00 
28,041  76 
20,000  00 


200,742  60 


United  States  loan,  1842 
United  States  loan,  1847 

State  of  Kentucky 

State  of  Tennessee 

State  of  Missouri 


Total. 


a 

9 


I 


6 
6 
5 
5 
6 


* 


S  CO 

o 

as* 

a 


$26, 114  88 

21,321  10 

77,000  00 

19,000  00 

9,967  60 


153. 403  58 


• 

a 
8 

u 

& 
& 

6 
6 
6 
5 
6 

Ottawas  and  Chip- 
pewas,  4th  article 
treaty  1836. 

• 
• 
i 
i 
i 
•*» 

0 
© 

»- 

& 

© 
-** 

& 

6 

*ca 

If 

O  8 

United  States  loan,  1842 
United  States  loan,  1847 

$4,588  97 
2, 274  47 
3,000  00 
1,000  00 

10,062  30 

Total 

$6,587  42 

Total 

20,925  74 

5,587  42 

• 

-*• 

2  fc>         1 

£"8         1 

• 

JJ 

a 

a 

«    r 

8 

& 

1 

6 

Ottawas  of 
de  Boeuf, 
1831. 

8 
& 

1 

6 

Ottawas  of 
ard's  Fork 
1881. 

State  of  Missouri 

$1,571  13 

State  of  Missouri 

Total 

$8,473  22 

Total 

1,571  13 

i        8,473  22 

1 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


United  States  loan,  1842 
United  States  loan,  1847 

State  of  Missouri.  .  . 

State  of  Maryland 

State  of  Indiana 


Total. 


8 

& 

i 


6 
6 
6 
6 
6 


«  **  <M  2 

f  31SS 


$7,478  64 

8,317  37 

150  00 

130, 850  43 

68,000  00 


214,796  44 


State  of  Missouri.. 
Do 

State  of  Kentucky. 


Total. 


a 


6 
5 


4)00^ 

c  «  oo    . 


$3,466  10 
7,000  00 
6,000  00 


16,466  10 


Bate  per  cent. 

Kansas      schools, 
treaty  1825. 

a 
8 

a. 

& 
& 

Choctaws,      under 
convention    with 
Chicknwiwg,   Feb. 
17,  1837. 

United  States  loan, 
United  States  loan, 
State  of  MvMOuri,*- 

1842 
1847 

6 
6 
6 

51 

$4,444  66 
1,540  06 
2,570  28 

18,000  00 

United  States  loan,  1842 

State  of  Virginia 

State  of  Missouri 

i 

i          Total 

e 

6 
6 

$1,734  71 

450,000  00 

2.000  00 

Do 

Ibtal 

26,556  00  I 

453.734  71 

1 

United  States  loan,  1842 


Total. 


a 
8 

u 

& 

& 


< 


■ 


U 


$7,806  28  .  United  States  loan,  1842 
State  of  Missouri. 


7,806  28 


Total. 


a 
8 

8. 


6 
6 


c 
o 


I' 


$24,679  56 
7,044  46 


31,724  02 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


• 

a 
<o 
<j 

u 
& 
& 
& 

6 

i 

bO  OB 

.5   4) 

jas 

CO. 

1 

« 

0 

8 

& 

i 

Choctaws,      educa- 
tion, treaty  1830. 

United  States  loan,  1842 

$5,204  16 

United  States  loan,  1842 
United  States  loan,  1847 
State  of  Missouri 

Total 

6 
6 
6 

$60, 893  62 
18,026  97 
19, 471  20 

Total 

5,204  16 

98,391  79 

■ 

! 

43 
P« 

5 
6 

Wyandotte,  6enate 
amendm'  t  to  trea- 
ty, April  1,  1850. 

i 

i 

• 

a 
8 

ft 

S 

& 

Cherokee  ichoolf, 
1819. 

State  of  Tennessee 

< 

$105,000  00 
1,594  53 

i 

:  State  of  Maryland 

!  United  States  loan,  1847 

i 

Total 

6 
5 
6 

$10,000  00 

41, 138  00 

5,800  00 

Total 

106,594  53 

56  938  00 

■ 

Rate  per  cent. 

Cherokee  treaty  of 
1835,  and  supple- 
mental of  1836. 

■ 

a 
8 

P. 

$ 

& 

Senecas,  acts  June 
14, 1836,  and  Jan- 
nary  9,  1837. 

State  of  Virginia 

State  of  Tennessee 

State  of  Kentucky 

State  of  Maryland 

6 
5 
5 
6 

$270,000  00 

250,000  00 

94,000  00 

761  39 

State  of  Kentucky 

Total 

5 

$5,000  00 

Total 

614,761  39 

5,000  00 

SECRETARY   OF   THE   INTERIOR.  825 

STATEMENT— Continued. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Creek  orphans $200,742  60 

Menomonies 153,403  58 

OttawasandChippewas.... 20,925  74 

Chippewas  of  Swan  creek 5,587  42 

Ottawas  of  Roche  de  Bceuf 1,571  13 

Ottawas  of  Blanchard'8  Fork 8,473  22 

Chippewa*,  Ottawas,  and  Fottawatomies,  mills  and  education 214, 796  44 

Senecas  and  Shawnees . .... . .... ...  16,466  10 

Kansas  schools 26,555  00 

Choctaws,  under  convention  with  Chickasaws 453, 734  7 1 

Delawares,  education 7,806  28 

Osages,  education 31,724  02 

Stock  bridges  and  Munsees-.  .. . 5,204  16 

Choctaws,  education 98,391  79 

Wyandotts 106,594  53 

Cherokee  schools,  1819 56,938  00 

Cherokee  treaty,  1835-'36 614,761  39 

Benecas 5,000  00 

Total 2,028,676  11 

OrncB  Ikpiah  Aitaibs,  Oddm  16,  1856. 


826 


REPORT   OF  THC 


No.  112. 

Statement  of  the  amounts  invested  and  remitted  for  payment  of  Indian 
annuities y  during  the  calendar  year  ending  3lst  December,  1856. 


In  money. 


To  the  Chlppewas  of  Saginaw,  Swan  creek, 

and  Black  river - - 

To  the  Ottowas  and  Chippewas 

To  the  Pottawatomies,  (Chippewas,  Ottawas, 

and  Pottawatomies  in  Michigan,) 

To  the  Pottawatomies  of  Huron 

To  the  Menomonies 

To  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York,  viz : 

Stockbridges,  Green  Bay ..  $214 

Stockbridges,  West .      56 

Oneidas,  Green  Bay 882 


$10,300  00 
28,300  00 

1,587  50 

400  00 

20,000  00 


To  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York  Indians 

To  the  Cbippewas  of  Lake  Superior,  treaties 

1837,1842,and  1854 

To  the  Cbippewas  of  Mississippi,  treaties  of 

1837,1842,and  1855. 

To  the  Pillager   and    Lake  Winnebigoshish 

band  of  Chippewa  Indians 

To  the  Delawares ... 

To  the  Pottawatomies - -- 

To  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Mississippi. 

To  the  Otto  was,  west 

To  the  Miamics,  west 

To  the  Kaskaskias  and  Peorias,  and  Weas  and 

Piankeshaws . 

To  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Missouri. 

To  theOmahas. 

To  the  Ottoes  and  Missourias 

To  the  Shawnee  Indians 

To  the  Wyandotts. 

To  theKickapoos .. 

To  the  Kanzas 

To  the  Comanche,  Kioways,  and  Apaches 

To  the  Blackfeet    Indians,  in  goods,  provi- 
sions, &c . 

To  the  Winnebagoes. 

To  the  Sioux  of  Mississippi. 

To  the  Choctaws - 

To  the  Creeks. 

To  the  Chickasaws 

To  the  Osage8 

To  the  Senecas . ...... 

To  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees. 

To  the  Senecas  of  New  York 

To  the  Florida  Indians,  or  Seminoles 

For  tribes,  parties  to  treaties  at  Fort  Laramie. . 


1,152  00 


19,666  67 

27,333  33 

10,666  66 
41,850  00 
61,412  50 
80,862  50 
2, 600  00 
36, 674  49 

9,000  00 
15,000  00 
37,700  00 
15,750  00 
90, 000  00 
126,666  67 
20,000  00 

8,000  00 


In  goods.     In  provisions. 


92,899  24 
90,078  59 

3, 600  00 
24,500  00 

3,000  00 
12,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 
11,902  50 

3,000  00 


$3, 694  50 

24,077  17 

9,853  75 

7,933  75 


18,117  07 

25,905  50 
19,386  20 
21,671  11 


2,000  00 
8,000  00 


2,000  00 
48,253  78 


$3,000  00 


907,902  65 


2, 666  67 
1,500  00 


10,000  00 
13,000  00 


190, 892  83  '       30, 166  67 


Office  or  Indian  Atfaibs,  October  16,  1856. 
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No.  113. 

CIRCULAR 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  October  2,  1856. 

To  guard,  as  far  as  practicable,  against  frauds  and  impositions  upon 
those  Indians  to  whom  military  bounty  land  warrants  have  been 
granted  by  the  United  States,  in  the  sale  and  disposal  of  the  same, 
and  to  secure  uniformity  in  the  assignments  of  such  warrants  to  the 
purchasers,  the  following  regulations  upon  the  subject,  having  been 
adopted  by  this  department,  are  made  public: 

1st.  In  all  cases  where  the  Indian  to  whom  the  warrant  was  granted 
is  living  under  tribal  relations,  or,  if  dead,  his  representatives  are  so 
living,  any  assignment  by  him  or  them  must  be  made  before  the 
United  States  agent  for  such  tribe,  in  pursuance  of  special  instructions 
issued  by  this  department  to  all  such  agents. 

2d.  In  all  cases  where  the  Indian  to  whom  the  warrant  was  granted 
is  of  full  age,  and  is  living  unconnected  with  any  tribal  organization, 
and  not  in  the  Indian  country,  an  assignment  by  such  person,  to  be 
valid,  must  set  forth  the  actual  consideration  paid  to  him  at  the  time, 
and  must  be  made  in  the  presence  of  three  witnesses,  one  of  whom 
must  be  the  person  taking  the  acknowledgment  thereof,  and  acknowl- 
edged before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  officer  authorized  by  the 
laws  of  the  State  or  Territory  to  take  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds  or 
other  instruments  in  writing ;  and  such  officer  must  state,  in  his  cer- 
tificate, that  the  assignor  was  known  to  him  to  be  the  same  person  de- 
scribed in  the  assignment,  or  was  made  known  to  him  to  be  such 
person  by  the  oaths  of  two  credible  persons,  whose  names  must  be 
stated  ;  and  must  state  in  his  certificate  the  actual  consideration  that 
was  paid  to  said  Indian  in  his  presence,  and  in  what  the  same  consisted. 
Such  officer  must  further  certify,  that  he  made  known  to  the  said  In- 
dian the  contents  of  the  assignment,  and  its  purport  and  meaning,  by 
causing  the  same  to  be  fully  interpreted  and  explained  to  him ;  that 
he  freely  acknowledged  the  execution  thereof,  and  was  satisfied  and 
content  with  the  consideration  paid  therefor ;  and  that  he  made  such 
acknowledgment  without  the  circumvention  or  undue  persuasion  of  the 
purchaser,  or  of  any  other  person  whomsoever ;  and  that  said  assignor 
is  an  individual  capable  of  taking  care  of  and  properly  managing  his 
property. 

Annexed  to  such  acknowledgment  must  be  a  certificate  of  the  clerk 
of  some  court  of  the  proper  county,  authenticated  with  the  seal  of  said 
court,  that  the  magistrate,  or  other  officer  before  whom  such  acknowl- 
edgment shall  have  been  taken,  was  at  the  time  duly  commissioned 
and  qualified,  and  authorized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  or  Territory 
to  take  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds  and  other  instruments,  and  that 
the  signature  to  such  an  acknowledment  is  genuine. 

3d.  In  all  cases  of  minor  heirs  and  widows  of  persons  living  uncon- 
nected with  any  tribal  organization,  and  out  of  the  Indian  country,  as- 
signments of  warrants  must  be  made  by  order  of  a  court  of  record 
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having  jurisdiction  of  the  subject.  An  authenticated  copy  of  such  or- 
der must  accompany  the  assignment,  and  must  specifically  set  forth  the 
actual  consideration  paid  for  such  warrant,  and  the  nature  of  such  con- 
sideration ;  that  it  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  a  full  and  fair  con- 
sideration for  said  warrant ;  that  the  person  appointed  to  execute  such 
assignment  and  to  receive  such  consideration  is  a  fit  and  proper  person 
for  that  purpose,  and  has  given  proper  security  for  the  execution  of  his 
trust. 

Assignments  of  warrants  not  executed  in  conformity  to  these  regu- 
lations, and  those  in  which  the  consideration  alleged  to  be  paid  to  the 
Indian,  or  to  his  widow  or  heirs,  shall  appear  not  to  be  equal  to  their 
market  value  at  the  time  and  place  where  sold,  or  in  respect  to  which 
any  fraud  or  deceit  shall  appear  to  have  been  practised,  will  be  reject- 
ed at  this  department. 

GEO.  W.  MANYPENNY, 

Commissioner. 


Instructions  to  Indian  agents,  and  forms  to  be  observed  by  them  in  assign- 
ments of  bounty  land  warrants  granted  to  Indians. 

Department  op  the  Interior. 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  October  2,  1856. 

Sir  :  For  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  Indians,  for  whom  military 
bounty  land  warrants  have  been  issued,  against  improvidence  and 
fraud,  the  following  regulations  are  prescribed  for  your  government 
in  all  sales  and  assignments  thereof  by  them  within  your  agency. 

Your  certificate  of  the  acknowledgment  of  any  sale  or  assignment, 
when  made  by  the  person  named  in  the  warrant,  should  set  forth, 
that  the  assignor  came  personally  before  you,  and  was  known  by  you 
to  be  the  identical  person  described  in  the  warrant,  or  that  he  was 
made  known  to  you  as  such  by  the  affidavit  of  some  credible  and  dis- 
interested person  who  is  known  to  you,  and  who  has  not  acted  as  the 
agent  or  attorney  of  the  party,  (which  affidavit  should  be  returned  to 
this  office,)  that  after  having  the  meaning  and  purport  of  the  assign- 
ment interpreted  and  fully  explained  to  him,  he  freely  acknowledged 
the  execution  of  the  same,  and  was  satisfied  and  content  with  the  con- 
sideration paid  him  therefor ;  and  that  he  made  such  acknowledg- 
ment without  the  circumvention  or  undue  persuasion  of  the  purchaser, 
or  any  other  person. 

The  consideration  should  be  paid  or  delivered  in  your  presence,  at 
the  time  of  making  the  acknowledgment,  and  the  fact  so  stated,  and 
the  amount  thereof  set  forth  in  your  certificate,  and  that  the  assignor 
was  capable  of  managing  and  taking  care  of  his  own  affairs;  that  the 
consideration  paid  was  a  full  and  fair  price  for  the  warrant  assigned, 
and  equal  to  its  market  value  at  the  time  and  place  of  sale ;  and, 
generally,  that  the  sale  was  in  all  respects  just  and  proper. 

When  assignments  are  to  be  executed  by  guardians  or  administra- 
tors appointed  by  the  chiefs,  the  council,  or  the  local  courts,  as  the 
case  may  be,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  requisites,  you  must  be  sat- 
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isfied  of  their  power  and  authority  to  sell,  and  it  must  be  so  stated  in 
your  certificate. 

In  the  case  of  an  Indian,  the  holder  of  a  warrant,  dying  in  the  In- 
dian country,  leaving  heirs,  you  are  authorized  to  consider  a  guardian 
or  administrator,  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  chiefs  or  headmen, 
the  council,  or  the  local  courts,  according  to  the  established  custom 
of  the  tribe,  and  being  in  other  respects  a  suitable  person,  as  having 
proper  authority  to  sell  and  assign  such  warrant,  and  to  receive  the 
proceeds  of  such  sale. 

Your  certificate  in  such  cases  should  state  that  the  assignor  was 
duly  authorized  to  act  in  that  capacity  by  the  chiefs  in  council,  (or 
such  other  title  as  their  executive  may  have,)  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  the  tribe. 

In  the  last  mentioned  cases,  the  evidence  of  the  authority  produced 
to  you,  and  with  which  you  declare  yourself  satisfied,  should  be  for- 
warded to  this  office  for  your  own  security,  and  to  enable  the  govern- 
ment to  guard  against  improper  practices  ;  and  with  your  quarterly 
report,  you  should  return  the  name  and  number  of  all  warrants  cer- 
tified by  you  during  the  quarter. 

In  case  of  the  death  of  an  Indian  holding  a  warrant,  and  having  no 
heirs,  you  will  refuse  to  certify  entirely,  and  return  the  warrant  with 
the  name  of  the  Indian  and  the  number  thereof,  to  this  office,  as  no 
assignment  in  such  case  will  be  recognised  as  valid  by  the  department. 

Many  impositions  will,  it  is  feared,  be  attempted  to  be  practised 
upon  the  Indians  in  connexion  with  their  bounty  lands,  and  you 
cannot  exercise  too  much  care  in  protecting  them  against  such  prac- 
tices. 

In  case  any  Indian  should  desire  to  locate  his  warrant  for  himself, 
you  are  instructed  to  aid  him  to  do  so  at  the  local  land  office,  if  he 
desires  such  aid. 

Herewith  are  transmitted  forms  for  assignments  and  certificates, 
varied  to  meet  the  circumstances  hereinbefore  referred  to ;  and  to  these, 
to  secure  uniformity,  you  are  directed  substantially  to  adhere. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  MANYPENNY, 

Commissioner. 

To , 

Indian  Agent. 


FORMS  OF  ASSIGNMENT  AND  CERTIFICATE. 

Assignment  No.  1. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I, ,  an  Indian  of 

the tribe,  and  the  identical  person  within  named,  and  to  whom 

the  within  warrant,  No. ,  for acres  of  land,  was  granted  in 

consideration  of  the  sum  of dollars,  to  me  in  hand  paid,  in  specie, 

at  the  time  of  making  this  assignment,  by ,  of ,  and 
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the  receipt  of  which  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  sold,  and  do  hereby 

transfer  and  assign  the  said  warrant  to  the  said ,  his  heirs 

and  assigns  forever ;  and  do  hereby  authorize  him  and  them  to  locate 
or  otherwise  dispose  thereof,  for  his  or  their  sole  use  and  benefit. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at , 

on  the day  of ,  A.  D.  185—. 


Attest: 


[sral.] 


-,  Witness. 
-,  Witness. 
-,  Interpreter. 


Certificate  of  assignment  No.  1. 


9 


Agency 


.\ 


On  the day  of ,  A.  D.  185—,  before  the  undersigned, 

United  States  Indian  agent  for  the tribe  of  Indians  at , 

personally  came  the  above  named ,  an  Indian  of  the 

tribe,  and  known  to  me  to  be  the  identical  person  named  in  the  within 
warrant ;  and  having  first  caused  the  said  assignment  to  be  interpreted 
and  explained  to  him,  and  its  purport  and  meaning  fully  made  known 

by ,  whom  I  know  to  be  a  reliable  and  accurate  interpreter, 

he,  the  said ,  signed  the  same  in  my  presence,  and  in  the 

presence  of  the  subscribing  witnesses  thereto,  and  fully  acknowledged 
such  signing  and  execution  thereof,  and  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the 
consideration  paid  him  for  said  warrant,  and  that  he  made  such  ac- 
knowledgment without  the  circumvention  or  undue  persuasion  of  the 
above-named  purchaser,  or  of  any  other  person.  And  I  further  cer- 
tify, that  the  said  sum  of dollars,  the  consideration  stated  in  the 

said  assignment,  was  paid  to  the  said ,  in  specie,  in  my 

presence,  at  the  time  of  making  said  acknowledgment ;  and  that  the 
same  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  full  and  fair  price  for  the  said  warrant,  and 
equal  to  its  market  valve  at  the  time  and  place  of  sale.     I  also  certify, 

that  the  said is  a  person  capable  of  managing  and  taking 

care  of  his  property,  and  I  believe  the  said  sale  and  assignment  are  in 
all  respects  just  and  fair. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  the  day  and  year 
first  above  written. 


U.  8.  Indian  Agent. 


Assignment  No.  2. 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I, ,  of ,  hav- 
ing been  duly  constituted  and  appointed  by  the  chiefs  and  headmen 
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of  the tribe  of  Indians,  in  council,  (or  by  the court,  or 

council,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the  : tribe  of  Indians,)  to  admin- 
ister upon  the  estate  and  effects  of ,  an  Indian  of  said  tribe, 

deceased,  the  identical  person  named  in  the  within  warrant,  No. , 

and  to  whom  the  same  was  granted,  (or,  having  been  duly  constituted 
and  appointed  by  the  chiefs  and  headmen,  in  council,  or,  "by  the 

court,"  or  "council,"  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the tribe 

of  Indians,  the  guardian  of  the  person  and  estate  of ,  an  In- 
dian of  said  tribe,  and  the  identical  person  named  in  the  within  war- 
rant, No. ,  and  to  whom  the  same  was  granted,)  with  full  power 

and  authority  to  sell  and  dispose  of  said  estate,  in  consideration  of 

the  sum  of dollars  to  me  in  hand  paid,  in  specie,  at  the  time  of 

making  this  assignment,  by ,  of ,  the  receipt  whereof 

I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  sold,  and,  by  virtue  of  the  authority 
in  me  vested  as  aforesaid,  do  hereby  transfer  and  assign  the  said  within 

warrant,  No. ,  for  ■ acres  of  land,  to  the  said ,  his 

heirs  and  assigns,  forever ;  and  do  authorize  him  and  them  to  locate 
or  otherwise  dispose  of  the  same  for  his  or  their  sole  use  and  benefit. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this 

day  of ,  A.D.  186—. 


Attest : 


-,  [seal.] 


■,  Witness. 
•,  Witness, 
y  Interpreter. 


Certificate  of  Assignment  No.  2. 


Agency. 


On  the day  of ,  A.  D.  185 — ,  before  the  undersigned, 

United  States  Indian  agent  for  the tribe  of  Indians,  at , 

personally  came  the  above  named ,  by  whom  the  foregoing 

assignment  purports  to  have  been  made,  and  who  is  well  known  to  me 
to  be  the  same  person  who  produced  and  filed  with  me  satisfactory 
evidence  in  writing  of  his  appointment  by  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the 

said tribe,  in  council,  (or  by  the court  or  "council,"  as 

the  case  may  be,  of  said  tribe,)  as  administrator  upon  the  estate  and 

effects  of  the  within  named ,  an  Indian  of  the  said  ■ 

tribe,  deceased,  to  whom  the  within  warrant,  No. ,  for acres 

of  land,  was  granted,  with  full  power  and  authority  to  sell  and  dis- 
pose of  the  same ;  and  having  first  caused  the  said  assignment  to  be 
interpreted  and  explained  to  him,  and  its  purport  and  meaning  fully 

made  known  by ,  whom  I  know  to  be  a  reliable  and  accurate 

interpreter,  he,  the  said ,  as  such  administrator,  signed  the 

same  in  my  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  subscribing  witnesses 
thereto,  and  fully  acknowledged  such  signing  and  execution  thereof; 
and  that  he  made  such  acknowledgment  without  the  circumvention 
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or  undue  persuasion  of  the  above  named  purchaser,  or  of  any  other 
person. 

And  I  further  certify  that  the  said  sum  of  — — - —  dollars,  the 
consideration  stated  in  the  said  assignment,  was  paid  to  the  said  ad- 
ministrator in  specie,  in  my  presence,  at  the  time  of  making  said 
acknowledgment,  and  that  the  same  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  full  and  fair 
price  for  the  said  warrant,  and  equal  to  its  market  value  at  the  time 
and  place  of  sale. 

I  also  certify  that  the  said is  a  suitable  and  proper  per- 
son to  act  as  such  administrator,  and  believe  the  said  sale  and  assign- 
ment are,  in  all  respects,  just  and  fair. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  the  day  and  year 
first  above  written. 


United  States  Indian  Agent. 

Note. — 1.  In  the  case  of  an  assignment  by  a  guardian,  the  words 

"  guardian  of  the  within  named — — ,  an  Indian  of  the  ■ 

tribe,"  or  "as  guardian  of  the  minor  heirs  of  the  within  named 
— ,  an  Indian  of  the tribe,  deceased,"  should  be  sub- 
stituted in  certificate  No.  2,  in  place  of  the  words  "administrator 
upon  the  estate,  &c.;"  and  the  word  "  guardian"  be  substituted  for 
"  administrator"  where  it  elsewhere  occurs  in  the  form. 

2.  Where  the  warrant  is  issued  to  minor  heirs,  the  form  will  be 
"  as  guardian  of  the  within  named  A  B  and  C  D,  minor  heirs  of  the 

within  named  — ,  deceased,  an  Indian  of  the  ■    tribe," 

&c,  giving  their  names  in  full. 

3.  When  the  guardian  is  a  white  man,  the  clause  in  regard  to  in* 
terpreting  the  assignment  may  be  omitted. 

4.  When  the  party  assigning  is  unknown  to  the  agent,  the  form 
will  be  "tome  made  known  by  the  affidavit,  in  writing,  of  A  B,  a 
credible  and  disinterested  person,  who  is  known  to  me,  and  who  has 
not  acted  as  the  agent  or  attorney  of  the  party,  to  be  the  same  per- 
son," &c. 

5.  When  the  assignment  or  certificate  is  written  upon  a  separate 
paper,  and  attached  to  the  warrant,  the  words  "annexed  warrant 
No.  — "  should  be  substituted  for  "  within  warrant,"  wherever  they 
occur. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  PENSIONS. 


Pension  Office,  October  15,  1856. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera* 
tions  of  this  office  in  the  two  branches  of  its  business — pensions  and 
bounty  land — since  the  last  annual  report. 

L — Pensions, 

In  this  branch  the  operations  embraced  in  this  report  are  those 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856. 

1. — Invalid  Pensions* 

The  number  of  applications  for  new  pensions,  and  for  increases  of 
old  of  this  class,  which  have  been  allowed  during  the  year,  is  176, 
involving  arrears  amounting  to  $3,828  20,  and  annual  pensions  to 
the  amount  of  $12,637.  The  amount  paid  out  at  the  agencies  during 
the  year,  for  pensions  and  arrears,  was  $431,178  69.  The  number 
of  pensioners  on  the  rolls  on  the  30th  day  of  June  last  was  4,866, 
witn  annual  pensions  amounting  to  $443,152  50. 

In  former  reports  from  this  office,  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
propriety  of  some  further  legislation  to  correct  and  guard  against 
existing  and  constantly  increasing  abuses  in  the  enjoyment  of  pen- 
sions of  this  class  by  parties  to  whom  they  may  have  been  properly 
allowed  in  the  first  instance,  yet  who,  by  subsequent  recovery  from 
their  disabilities,  have  ceased  to  be  justly  entitled  to  any  further  con- 
tinuance of  the  pensions  allowed  on  account  of  them.  The  duties  of 
the  office  within  the  past  year  have  afforded  an  illustration  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  suggestions  made  on  this  subject.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  there  were  numerous  pensions  of  this  class  on  the 
rolls  of  a  single  State,  which  had  recently  been  suspended  on  account 
of  information  to  this  office  that  the  pensioners  either  were  not  justly 
entitled  to  any  pensions  or  to  pensions  of  the  amounts  they  were  re- 
ceiving. A  very  competent  disinterested  person  was  employed  to 
make  personal  examinations  in  the  cases.  He  has  conducted  the  same 
highly  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  office,  and,  it  is  believed,  with  justice 
to  all  concerned.  Those  examinations  show  that  of  the  sixty-seven 
cases  in  which  they  were  made,  eleven  were  entirely  wrong,  and  the 
amounts  of  most  of  the  remainder  were  much  larger  than  the  real 
degrees  of  existing  disabilities  entitled  the  parties  to.  The  pecuniary 
result  in  all  the  cases  was  that  a  reduction  of  the  whole  amount  ot 
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the  pensions  to  less  than  one-half  of  the  amount  the  parties  were 
receiving,  would  be  necessary  to  conform  them  to  the  proper  rights  of 
the  parties  under  the  law.  There  will  be  an  annual  saving  to  the 
treasury  of  over  $3,000  in  these  cases.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  cases  examined  were  but  a  portion  of  the  invalid  pensions  on 
the  rolls  of  a  single  State,  and  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  whole 
number  of  pensions  of  the  same  class  on  all  the  rolls.  The  long 
continuance  of  these  pensions — for  life — render  these  abuses  of  more 
consequence  than  if  they  were  for  shorter  periods. 

The  importance  of  some  action  on  this  subject  will  appear  the 
greater  when  it  is  considered  that  while  all  other  classes  of  pensions 
are  diminishing,  this  is  and  will  continue  to  be  constantly  increasing. 

2. — Revolutionary  Pensions. 

These  are  granted  by  various  acts.  The  new  classification  recently 
adopted  in  the  appropriations  for  their  payment,  however,  reduces 
them  into  two  divisions — those  to  the  soldiers  and  those  to  their 
widows. 

The  number  of  applications  for  new  pensions  and  for  increases  of 
old,  to  the  soldiers  themselves,  which  have  been  allowed  during  the 
year,  is  71,  involving  arrears  to  the  amount  of  $28,672  81,  and  annual 
pensions  amounting  to  $4,905  63.  The  amount  paid  out  at  the  agen- 
cies during  the  year  for  pensions  and  arrears  was  $81,274  25.  The 
number  of  pensioners  on  the  rolls  on  the  30th  day  of  June  last  was 
514,  with  annual  pensions  to  the  amount  of  $31,954  34. 

The  number  of  applications  which  have  been  allowed  to  the  widows 
of  revolutionary  soldiers  during  the  year  is  548,  involving  arrears 
to  the  amount  of  $135,614  27,  and  annual  pensions  amounting  to 
$35,532  02.  The  amount  paid  out  at  the  agencies  during  the  year, 
for  pensions  and  arrears,  was  $509,454  56.  The  number  of  pensioners 
on  the  rolls  on  the  30th  day  of  June  last  was  5,167,  with  annual 
pensions  to  the  amount  of  $415,435  10.  The  whole  amount  paid  out 
at  the  agencies  during  the  year  for  pensions  and  arrears,  on  account 
of  revolutionary  services,  was  $590,728  81. 

Though  the  number  of  claims  of  this  class  which  have  been  allowed 
during  the  past  year  is  less  than  in  former  years,  yet  there  has  not 
been  a  corresponding  decrease  of  labor  in  the  office  relative  to  such 
claims.  During  the  long  time  most  of  the  acts  granting  such  pensions 
have  been  in  force,  the  more  certain  and  clearer  claims  have  been 
allowed.  Those  on  which  the  office  has  been  called  to  act  during  the 
year  have  been  in  a  great  degree  such  as,  on  account  of  difficulties  in 
the  proper  establishment  of  them,  have  not  before  been  presented  to 
the  office  or  have  been  disallowed  by  it.  Consequently  much  more 
labor  and  care  have  been  required  in  the  examination  of  them,  and 
the  number  finally  allowed  bears  a  less  proportion  to  the  whole  num- 
ber examined. 

3. — Half-pay  pensions  for  five  years. 

These  are  to  the  widows  of  soldiers  who  have  died  in  the  service,  or 
from  wounds  received  or  diseases  contracted  therein. 
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The  number  of  applications  for  pensions  of  this  class  which  have 
been  allowed  during  the  year  is  335,  involving  arrears  amounting  to 
$36,718  06,  and  annual  pensions  to  the  amount  of  $20,936.  The 
amount  paid  out  at  the  agencies  during  the  year  for  pensions  and  ar- 
rears was  $211,229  11.  The  number  of  pensioners  on  the  rolls  on  the 
30th  dav  of  June  last  was  2,531,  with  annual  pensions  amounting  to 
$181,15*6  93. 

4. — Navy  Pensions. 

The  number  of  applications  for  new  pensions,  and  for  increases  of 
old  of  this  class,  which  have  been  allowed  during  the  year  to  the 
invalids  themselves  is  26,  involving  arrears  amounting  to  $326  71, 
and  annual  pensions  to  the  amount  of  $1,625.  The  amount  paid  out 
at  the  agencies  during  the  year  for  pensions  and  arrears  was  $22,597  38. 
The  number  of  navy  invalids  on  the  rolls  on  the  30th  day  of  June  last 
was  353,  with  annual  pensions  amounting  to  $22,515  85. 

The  number  of  applications  which  have  been  allowed  during  the 
year  to  the  widows  and  children  of  invalids  of  the  navy  is  21,  involv- 
ing arrears  amounting  to  $2,947  91,  and  annual  pensions  to  the 
amount  of  $3,900.  The  amount  paid  out  at  the  agencies  during  the 
year  for  pensions  and  arrears  was  $100,169  93.  The  number  of  pen- 
sioners on  the  rolls  on  the  30th  day  of  June  last  was  483,  with  annual 
pensions  amounting  to  $98,670. 

These  four  classes  embrace  all  the  pensions  allowed  by  this  office. 
From  the  foregoing  statements  it  will  appear,  that  the  whole  number 
of  applications  for  new  pensions,  and  for  increases  of  old  in  these 
classes,  which  have  been  allowed  during  the  year  is  1,177,  involving 
arrears  amounting  to  $208,307  96,  and  annual  pensions  to  the  amount 
of  $79,535  65.  The  whole  amount  paid  out  at  the  agencies  during 
the  year  for  pensions  and  arrears  was  $1,360,694  61.  The  number  of 
pensioners  on  all  the  rolls  on  the  30th  day  of  June  last  was  13,914, 
with  annual  pensions  amounting  to  $1,192,884  72. 

The  business  of  the  office  in  this  branch  has  been  properly  attended 
to  during  the  year,  and  is  now  up  to  date.  There  are  several  claims 
on  which  action  has  been  and  still  is  suspended  by  your  order,  awaiting 
the  determination  of  certain  legal  questions  submitted  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Attorney  General.  When  these  questions  are  determined, 
the  claims  will  be  disposed  of  without  delay. 

The  want  of  some  fixed  policy  and  uniform  principles  to  govern 
legislation  relative  to  pensions  has  occasioned,  in  the  numerous  acts 
passed  at  different  times,  great  complications,  and  many  inconsistencies 
and  conflicts  even  in  their  provisions.  In  your  last  annual  report, 
allusion  was  made  to  the  consequent  impossibility  of  a  satisfactory  exe- 
cution of  the  existing  pension  laws,  and  to  the  inequality  and  injustice 
of  their  operations.  These  defects  can  be  fully  remedied  only  by  an 
entire  revision  of  the  system.  But  there  are  some  which  can  easily  be 
remedied.  I  refer  particularly  to  the  distinctions  made  by  existing 
laws  in  army  and  navy  pensions. 

In  army  pensions,  the  amount  allowed  to  invalids  of  the  lowest  rank 
in  the  service  is  $8  per  month,  while  in  navy  pensions  the  amount 
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allowed  to  those  of  the  lowest  rank  is  only  $3  50,  and  to  seamen  only 
$6  per  month.  If  the  amount  of  the  pension  has  reference  to  the 
necessities  of  the  parties,  those  of  the  invalids  of  the  navy  are  as  great 
as  those  of  the  invalids  of  the  army,  and  their  support  is  as  expensive. 
No  reason  appears  for  this  difference  in  their  rates  of  pension.  Besides, 
the  pittance  allowed  to  the  lower  rank  in  the  navy  is  entirely  inade- 
quate for  any  substantial  relief. 

More  ilumerous  distinctions  between  the  two  services  appear  in  the 
provisions  of  existing  laws  relative  to  pensions  to  the  widows  of  those 
dying  from  causes  originating  in  the  service.  In  the  case  of  those  in 
the  regular  service  in  the  army,  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  entitle  the 
widow  to  a  pension,  that  the  cause  of  the  death  of  her  husband  should 
have  originated  in  some  war  ;  whereas,  in  the  navy,  it  is  sufficient  if 
the  cause  of  death  originated  while  in  the  service,  whether  in  war  or 
not  is  immaterial.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  case  of  those  in  the 
navy,  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  entitle  the  widow  to  a  pension,  that 
the  death  of  the  husband  occur  while  he  is  in  the  service  ;  whereas,  in 
the  army,  it  is  sufficient  if  the  death  be  from  the  prescribed  cause  in 
the  service,  though  such  death  may  occur  after  he  has  left  the  service. 
Again,  the  pensions  to  the  widows  of  those  in  the  navy  are  granted 
for  life,  provided  they  continue  widows,  but  are  absolutely  terminated 
by  a  second  marriage  ;  while  the  pensions  to  the  widows  of  those  in 
the  army  are  for  five  years  only,  and  are  merely  suspended  by  a  second 
marriage,  reviving  alter  it  has  ceased. 

I  allude  to  these  distinctions  by  existing  laws  between  the  two  ser- 
vices, as  requiring  correction,  with  more  confidence,  because,  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress  the  legislation  necessary  to  correct  most  of 
them  was  favorably  considered  and  recommended  by  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  in  the  Senate,  though  no  final  afttion  was  had  thereon. 

II. — Bounty  Land. 

In  this  branch  the  operations  embraced  in  this  report  are  those 
during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1856. 

1 . — Bounty  land  under  the  various  acts  prior  to  the  act  of  March  3, 1855. 

The  most  important  of  these  acts  have,  in  a  great  degree,  been 
practically  superseded  by  the  much  more  comprehensive  act  last 
named. 

Under  the  acts  prior  to  that  of  February,  1847,  there  have  been 
issued,  during  the  year,  8  warrants  on  account  of  revolutionary  ser- 
vices, for,  in  all,  1,100  acres;  and  24  warrants  on  account  of  services 
in  the  war  of  1812,  for,  in  all,  3,840  acres;  making  32  warrants  for 
4,940  acres. 

Under  the  act  of  February  11,  1847,  have  been  issued  during  the 
year,  317  warrants  for,  in  all,  42,800  acres. 

Under  the  acts  of  September,  1850,  and  March,  1852,  have  been 
issued  during  the  year,  271  warrants  for,  in  all,  24,520  acres. 

All  the  foregoing  amount  to  620  warrants  for  72,260  acres,  under 
all  these  acts. 
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2. — Bounty  land  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1855. 

The  business  under  this  act  has  embraced,  by  far,  the  most  impor- 
tant operations  of  the  office  during  the  past  year,  exceeding  all  others 
in  extent,  and  in  interest  to  the  public. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  216,200  claims  had  been  pre- 
sented under  the  act.  Of  these,  about  one  half  had  been  regintered, 
less  than  50,000  examined,  and  only  34,337  warrants  issued.  Since 
that  time  41,900  additional  claims  have  been  presented,  making  the 
whole  number  under  the  act,  up  to  September  30  last,  258,100.  The 
proper  acknowledgment  and  requisition  of  all  these  claims  is  com- 
plete up  to  date.  During  the  year,  nearly  170,000  different  claims 
have  been  examined,  and  138,574  have  been  allowed  and  warrant* 
issued  thereon,  as  follows  : 

36,655  for  160  acres  each,  making 5,866,400  acres. 

66,638  for  120  acres  each,  making 7,996,560  acres. 

34,640  for    80  acres  each,  making 2, 941,200  acres. 

260  for    60  acres  each,  making 15,600  acres. 

364  for    40  acres  each,  making 14,560  acres. 

2  for  100  acres  each,  making 200  acres. 

5  for    10  acres  each,  making 50  acres. 

138,574  warrants  for 16,824,570  acres. 


Of  the  great  amount  of  clerical  labor  involved  in  the  different  divi- 
sions of  work  in  preparing  these  claims  for  examination,  mention  was 
made  in  my  last  report.  But  the  care  and  labor  required  in  the  mere  ex- 
amination of  the  very  large  number  of  claims  before  stated,  as  having 
been  examined  during  the  year,  after  all  the  papers  have  been  pre- 
pared, the  records  examined,  and  the  evidence  of  service  obtained  from 
the  rolls  in  other  offices,  will  appear  the  greater  when  it  is  considered 
how  frequently  repeated  examinations  of  the  same  claim  become  neces- 
sary before  it  is  allowed.  Defects  in  the  various  points  of  proof  to 
properly  establish  a  claim  for  allowance  are  constantly  found,  and  in 
such  cases  the  parties  are  notified,  new  evidence  is  furnished,  and  re- 
examinations are  made.  Thus,  although  the  whole  number  of  claims 
allowed  during  the  past  year  was  138,574,  and  though  only  about 
170,000  different  claims  were  examined,  yet  the  number  of  examina- 
tions and  re-examinations  which  were  made  of  those  claims  during 
the  year  was  259,612. 

A  more  serious  source  of  labor  and  difficulty  has  been  the  very  great 
correspondence  for  which  the  act  has  given  occasion.  With  the  greatest 
particularity  in  inquiries  relative  to  such  claims,  the  system  of  regis- 
tration and  record  in  the  office  requires  much  care  and  time  for  the 
examinations  necessary  to  give  the  information  desired  about  particu- 
lar claims.  The  vague  and  indefinite  nature  of  many  inquiries  has 
much  increased  the  difficulty,  and,  in  some  instances,  rendered  replies 
impossible.  In  addition  to  the  time  and  labor  required  in  the  neces- 
sary examinations  of  the  records  and  files  to  answer  these  inquiries, 
there  has  been  the  serious  interruption  to  other  labors  by  the  use  of 
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the  registers  and  papers  required  in  them.  The  extreme  extent  of 
this  correspondence  will  appear  from  the  fact  that  the  number  of  letters 
received  during  the  past  year,  exclusive  of  applications,  was  107,800, 
and  of  letters  sent  from  the  office  during  the  same  time,  270,387.  By 
far  the  greater  part  of  those  have  been  with  reference  to  claims  under 
this  act. 

Another  source  of  embarrassment  during  the  year  has  been  the 
change  of  the  law  relative  to  evidence  in  support  of  such  claims,  by 
the  amendatory  act  of  May  14,  1856.  At  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
that  act  more  than  one-half  of  the  claims  in  the  office  had  been  ex- 
amined, and  many  thousands  rejected.  But  by  that  act  the  past  labor 
on  the  greater  part  of  those  rejected  claims  was  rendered  useless,  and 
a  re-examination  of  them  under  the  new  act  became  necessary.  Hence, 
much  of  the  past  work  of  the  office  in  the  examination  of  those  claims 
was  to  be  done  over  again. 

The  state  of  the  business  under  the  act,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  will 
be  seen  from  the  following  exhibit: 

Whole  number  of  claims  presented 258,100 

Of  which  there  have  been  allowed  and  warrants 
issued,  including  the  34,337  issued  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  the  past  year.. 172,911 

Examined  and  rejected  or  suspended 43,740 

216,651 

Leaving  to  be  examined 41,449 


Of  this  number  thus  remaining  for  examination,  32,452  were  await- 
ing reports  of  service  from  the  rolls  in  other  offices  here.  Such  reports 
are  indispensably  necessary  before  any  examination  of  the  claims  for 
allowance  can  be  made  by  this  office.  Of  these  32,452  claims,  18,695 
were  then  in  the  other  offices  in  which  the  rolls  of  different  services 
are  kept,  referred  to  them  by  this  office  for  examination  of  the  rolls 
and  reports  of  services  therefrom  ;  and  the  remaining  13,757  were  in 
this  office  ready  to  be  referred  to  those  offices  for  a  similar  purpose  as 
soon  as  those  already  there  had  been  attended  to.  The  want  of  suf- 
ficient force  in  those  offices  to  attend  to  these  examinations  and  reports 
has,  during  the  past  year,  necessarily  delayed  and  still  delays  action 
by  this  office  on  the  claims  requiring  them.  Deducting  the  claims 
thus  awaiting  reports  from  other  offices,  left  only  8,997  claims  remain* 
ing  at  the  close  of  the  year  on  which  examinations  had  not  been  had 
by  this  office — a  number  not  sufficient  for  the  employment  of  the  clerks 
engaged  on  such  examinations  for  a  month.  Most  of  these  claims 
have  since  been  examined,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  few  remain- 
ing and  those  awaiting  reports  of  service  from  other  offices,  as  before 
mentioned,  the  business  in  the  office  under  this  act  is  now  up  to  date. 
The  present  force  in  the  office  does  now,  and  will,  probably,  continue 
to  attend  to  all  re-examinations  of  claims  now  in  the  suspended  files 
as  rapidly  as  the  necessary  additional  evidence  in  relation  to  them  is 
presented,  and  to  the  examinations  of  other  claims  as  soon  as  the 
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necessary  reports  of  service  from  the  rolls  are  received  from  other 
offices.  So  far,  then,  as  the  business  in  this  branch  also  is  within  the 
control  of  this  office,  it  will  now  be  readily  disposed  of.  This  advance 
of  the  work  will,  I  think,  appear  satisfactory  when  regard  is  had  to 
the  amount  accomplished  during  the  past  year,  and  especially  when 
it  is  considered  that  of  the  three  years  computed  to  be  required  for  the 
execution  of  the  act  only  one-half  has  now  elapsed. 

From  the  foregoing  statements,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole 
number  of  warrants  for  bounty  land  issued  under  all  the  acts  during 
the  past  year  is  139,194,  for,  in  all,  16,896,830  acres. 

The  number  of  warrants  which  have  been  issued  under  the  act  of 
March  3,  1855,  since  its  passage  up  to  September  30  last,  is  as  follows : 

43,764  for  160  acres  each,  making 7,002,240  acres. 

86,145  for  120 do do 10,337,400 

42,312  for    80 do do 3,544,960 

317  for    60 do do 19,020 

366  for    40 do do 14,640 

2  for  100 do do 200 

5  for    10 do do 50 


172,911   warrants  for,  in  all 20,918,510 


a 


And  the  whole  number  of  acres  for  which  warrants  have  been  issued 
under  all  the  acts,  including  that  of  March  3,  1855,  since  their  pas- 
sage up  to  the  same  date,  was  54,855,242. 

These  statements  of  the  operations  of  this  office  in  the  two  branches 
of  pensions  and  bounty  land,  show  the  practical  results  of  its  business 
since  the  last  annual  report.  From  them  it  will  be  seen  that  the  pe- 
cuniary result  is  the  allowance  of  immediate  claims  for  arrears  of  pen- 
sion to  the  amount  of  $208,307  96,  and  for  16,896,830  acres  of  bounty 
land,  amounting,  at  $1  25  per  acre,  to  $21,121,037  50,  making  a 
total  amount  of  $21,329,345  46.  In  addition  to  this  has  been  the 
allowance  of  pensions  for  the  future  to  the  yearly  amount  of  $79,535  65. 

Notwithstanding  the  vigilance  by  which  frauds  upon  this  office 
have  heretofore  been  detected,  and  the  success  with  which  prosecutions 
for  the  punishment  of  the  perpetrators  of  them  have  been  conducted, 
they  have  not  been  discontinued.  On  the  contrary,  during  the  past 
year  the  execution  of  the  bounty  land  act  of  March  3,  1855,  particu- 
larly, has  disclosed  an  extent  of  attempted  frauds  even  beyond  expec- 
tation. The  full  extent  of  bounty  land  granted  by  the  act  has  held 
out  greater  inducements  for  frauds,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  very 
short  term  of  service  required  by  the  act  to  entitle  parties  to  the  bene- 
fit of  its  provisions  has  afforded  greater  facilities  for  their  successful 
Accomplishment.  The  extent  of  the  fraudulent  claims  presented  has 
greatly  increased  the  difficulties  of  the  office  in  the  execution  of  the 
act,  by  the  greater  care  and  caution  required  to  guard  against  them, 
and  has  also  operated  to  the  prejudice  of  honest  claimants  by  the  more 
stringent  rules  and  requirements  which  consequently  have  been  found 
necessary,  and  applied  to  all  claims  from  sources  about  which  the 
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office  had  no  reliable  information.  It  has  been  impracticable,  with 
the  means  at  the  command  of  the  office,  to  institute  prosecutions  for 
all  the  very  numerous  offences  which  have  been  detected  in  isolated 
cases  during  the  year.  They  have  been  instituted  only  in  cases  of  re- 
peated violations  of  law,  and  of  systematic  frauds.  During  the  past 
year  seven  trials  have  been  had,  which  resulted  in  two  acquittals 
and  five  convictions.  During  the  same  time  nine  new  arrests  have 
been  made  in  cases  of  undoubted  guilt,  and  prosecutions  are  now 
pending.  Other  investigations  are  now  in  progress,  with  reference  to 
still  further  prosecutions.  In  the  most  important  cases,  and  in  most 
instances,  the  fraudulent  claims  have  fortunately  been  detected  before 
allowance.  The  magnitude  of  the  frauds  attempted  upon  this  office 
will  apyear  from  the  fact  that  within  the  past  year  in  one  case  claims 
for  pensions  amounting  to  over  $30,000,  and  for  nearly  5,000  acres 
of  bounty  land,  and  in  another  case,  claims  for  nearly  10,000  acres  of 
bounty  land,  have  been  presented  for  allowance  by  the  same  party, 
and  all  of  them  were  founded  upon  and  supported  by  gross  corruption. 

In  closing  this  report,  allow  me  to  commend  the  general  attention 
and  diligence  of  those  employed  in  the  office  during  the  year.  To 
their  efforts  and  efficiency  the  success  of  its  operations  is  mainly  to  be 
attributed. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MINOT,  Commissioner. 

Hon.  Robert  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Papers  accompanying  thia  report. 

A.  Tabular  statement  showing  the  number  of  army  pensioners  under 
the  various  acts,  on  the  rolls  in  the  different  States  and  Terri- 
tories, June  30,  1856,  with  the  amounts  of  their  annual  pen- 
sions. 

S.  Tabular  statement  showing  the  amounts  paid  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1S56,  to  army  pensioners  under  the  various 
acts,  in  the  different  States  and  Territories. 

C.  Tabular  statement  showing  the  number  of  navy  pensioners  on  the 

rolls  in  the  different  States  and  Territories,  June  30,  1856, 
with  the  amounts  of  their  annual  pensions. 

D.  Tabular  statement  showing  the  amount  paid  during  the  year  end- 

ing June  30,  1856,  to  navy  pensioners  in  the  different  States 
and  Territories. 
£.   Tabular  statement  of  the  balances  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  the 
agents  for  paying  army  pensions  in  the  different  States  and 
Territories,  June  30,  1856. 

F.  Tabular  statement  of  the  balances  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  agents 

for  paying  naval  pensions  in  the  different  States  and  Territo- 
ries, June  30,  1856. 

G.  Compendium. 
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D. 

Statement  showing  the  amounts  paid  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1856,  to  navy  pensioners  in  the  different  States  and  Territories. 


States,  &c. 


Invalid. 


Navy  pen-  Widows   and    Privateer, 
sion  fund.  ,  orphans,  act 
August    11, 

j  1848. 


Connecticut 

District  of  Columbia. 

Florida 

GcorgU 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine -- 

Massachusetts 

Maryland .  — 

Missouri 

New  Ham pshire 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania  and  Del- 
aware. 

Rhode  Island 

South  Carolina 

Virginia - 


$282  00 

3,014  76 

10  50 


42  00 
469  50 
1,287  10 
4,182  62 
1,925  17 
210  00 
1,281  10 
5,615  89 


3S2  83 
2,515  94 

700  50 

72  00 

605  47 


$.r>4 

482 

26 

12 

18 

52 

34 

545 

292 

21 

59 

803 

23 

22 

671 


21 

64 
41 
00 
54 
81 
48 
73 
01 
45 
15 
68 
48 
92 
39 


71  66 

57  10 

125  00 


$2,430  00 

15,804  93 

1.310  35 

600  00 

885  00 

1.266  00 

444  00 

11,991  94 

7,966  07 

840  00 

951  55 

25. 124  65 

1,174  02 

763  00 

16,278  37 

2,814  00 
1,230  00 
8,296  05 


Total. 


$60  00 


108  00 


678  00 
11  00 


300  00 


198  00 


1,416  00 


$2,766  24 

19, 362  33 

1,347  26 

612  00 

945  54 

1,896  31 

1.765  58 

17,398  29 

10,255  25 

1,071  45 

2,291  80 

31,844  22 

1.197  50 

1,163  75 

19, 663  70 

3,586  16 
1,359  10 
9,026  52 

127, 558  00 


E. 

Statement  of  the  balances  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  agents  for  paying 
army  pensions  in  the  different  States  and  Territories^  June  30,  1856. 


State. 


Arkansas. , 
Alabama.. 


Connecticut 

California 

District  of  Columbia. 
Florida 


Georgia . 
Indiana.. 


Illinois 

Iowa. 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Massachusetts. 

Maryland. 

Mississippi.... 


.   Little  Rock 

j  Fort  Gibson 

.    Huntsville 

i  Tuscaloosa 

Mobile 

,    Hartford 

.    Benicia 

.    Washington 

.1  Jacksonville 

!  Tallahassee 

.    Savannah.. 

.    Indianapolis 

1  Madison .. 

New  Albany 

.    Springfield 

.    Ottumwa....... 

. ;  Louisville 

New  Orleans 

Portland 

Boston 

Baltimore  . 

Jackson ..... 


W.  E.  Woodruff 

Thomas  Lanegan 

W.  H.  Moore 

J.  H.  Dealing 

James  Perrine 

Seth  Belden 

Paschal  Bequette 

G.  W.  Riggs 

A.  M.  Reed 

F.  H.  Flagg 

J.  S.  Morel 

A.  F.  Morrison ■ 

J.  W.  Chapman . 

B.  C.  Kent \ 

J.  B.  Curran I 

P.  C.  Jeffries : 

J.  B.  Kinkead. ... j 

8.  W.  Dalton ! 

G.  F.  Emery 

J.  O.  Barnes . 

J.  S.  Gittings ! 

D.  N.  Barrows " 


Amount 


$3, 238  82 

1.922  35 

2, 682  67 

903  93 

1,451  65 

4,942  17 

308  74 

1,367  61 

569  SO 

665  79 

1,373  64 

261  58 

1.607  43 

423  26 

739  81 

480  71 

9,400  45 

1,370  83 

3, 640  30 

4, 005  13 

67  37 

390  34 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


State. 


Town. 


Michigan .. 

Missouri 

New  Hampshire. 

New  York.. 

New  Jersey 

North  Carolina.. 

Ohio. 

Oregon  Territory 
Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island 

South  Carolina.. 
Tennessee 


Vermont. 


Virginia. 


Wisconsin . , 


Detroit.. 

8t.  Louis 

Concord 

Portsmouth.  ... 

Albany 

New  York 

Trenton 

Fayetteville 

Morgan  town 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Oregon  city 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 

Providence 

Charleston 

Nashville 

Knoxville 

Jonesboro' 

Jackson 

Pulaski 

Montpelier 

Burlington 

Richmond 

Wheeling 

Milwaukie 


Agent. 


Guy  Foote 

W.  C.  Anderson 

George  Minot 

E.  N.  Fuller 

Isaac  Vanderpoel.. 
V   B.  Livingston  .. 

P.  Dickenson 

Janus  Huske 

11.  C.  Pearson 

J.  C.  Green 

E.  Hessenmueller 

A.  McKinlay 

S.  D.  Anderson 

John  G  rayson 

Bradford  A  len 

J.  C.  Cochran 

J.  M.  Smith 

Isaac  Lewis 

W   K.  Blair. 

J.  S.  Miller 

C.  ('.  Abernathy 

W.  H.  H.  Bingham.  . 

C.  F.  Staneford 

M.  D.  Newman 

G   8.  Thompson 

C.  H.  Larkin 


Amount. 


-i 


$1,431  59 

953  93 
2,  193  41 
1.004  96 
50,810  35 
1.167  21 
1.458  29 
3.917  14 
1,872  54 
3,0(i9  16 
1,917  09 

729  22 
3,706  74 
2,455  96 
2,494  78 
4,748  89 
2,995  61 

692  27 
3,614  57 
1,413  71 

630  09 
1,840  40 
1,656  39 
2, 138  65 
3,858  97 

832  85 


145,319  15 


F. 


Statement  of  the  balances  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  agents  for  paying 
naval  pensions ,  in  the  different  Stales  and  Territories,  June  30,  1856. 


States,  &c. 


Connecticut 

District  of  Columbia 

Florida . 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Massachusetts 

Maryland - 

Missouri 

New  Hampshire 

New  York 

New  Jersey ... 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania -  -  -  ■) 

Rhode  Island 

South  Carolina 

Virginia .- 


Hartford ! 

Washington \ 

Pensacola i 

Savannah  . I 

Louisville ' 

New  Orleans 

Portland * 

Boston 

Baltimore ... 

St.  Louis 

Portsmouth 

New  York .... 

Trenton 

Cincinnati 

Philadelphia.  .. 

Pittsburg 

Providence .... 

Charleston  ...... 

Norfolk 


Seth  Belden 

G.  W.  Riggs 

W.  Anderson 

J.  S.  Morel 

J.  B.  Kinkead  .. 
S.  W.  Dalton-.- 

G.  F.  Emery 

J.  O.  Barnes 

J.  8.  Gittings... 
W.  C.  Anderson. 

E  N.  Fuller 

V.  B.  Livingston 

P.  Dickinson 

J.  C.  Green 

S.  D.   Anderson. 
John  Grayson — 

B.  Allen 

J.  C.  Cochran  .. 
E.  Pendleton  ... 


$1,680  55 

11,716  04 

841  46 

395  00 

438  89 

1,482  43 

1,158  66 

10,515  70 

1,932  34 

749  79 

1,551  65 

23,789  48 

907  10 

751  20 

14,187  06 

804  13 

2,217  55 

1,784  70 

5,877  23 

82,780  96 
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a. 

COMPENDIUM. 
Pension*  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856. 

Invalid. 

• 

New  claims  for  pensions,  and  increases  allowed .  ITS 

Number  on  the  rolls  at  the  close  of  the  year ...... 4,866 

Annual  amount  of  their  pensions ... .. ....... $443,152  60 

Amount  paid  at  agencies  during  the  year . . 431, 178  69 

Revolutionary. 

New  claims  allowed  to  soldiers 71 

Number  on  the  rolls  at  the  close  of  the  year . 514 

Annual  amount  of  their  pensions $31,954  34 

Amount  paid  at  agencies  during  the  year 81,274  25 

New  claims  allowed  to  widows . 548 

Number  on  the  rolls  at  the  close  of  the  year . 5,  167 

Annual'amount  of  their  pensions - —  $415,435  10 

Amount  paid  at  agencies  during  the  year - 509,454  56 

Whole  amount  paid  at  agencies  during  the  year  for  revolutionary  services.-  590, 728  81 

Half  pat 

New  claims  allowed . .- .... ..........  335 

Number  on  the  rolls  at  the  close  of  the  year - 2,531 

Annual  amount  of  their  pensions - - - - $181, 156  93 

Amount  paid  at  agencies  during  the  year - -     211, 229  11 

Navt. 

New  claims  allowed  to  seamen - 26 

Number  on  the  rolls  at  the  close  of  the  year ......  ..... .. 353 

Annual  amount  of  their  pensions -- $22,515  85 

Amount  paid  at  agencies  during  the  year - ----  22,597  38 

New  claims  allowed  to  widows  and  children -.--  21 

Number  on  the  rolls  at  the  close  of  the  year.. 4S3 

Annual  amount  of  their  pensions $98,670  00 

Amount  paid  at  agencies  during  the  year. . . 100, 169  93 

Whole  number  of  new  claims  allowed  during  the  year. 1,177 

Annual  amount  of  them ,. $79,535  65 

Amount  of  arrearages  embraced  by  them 208, 307  96 

Number  of  pensioners  added  to  the  rolls  during  the  year 1 ,  035 

Number  terminated  by  death  and  transfers  to  the  Treasury 1 ,  548 

Whole  number  of  pensioners  on  the  rollB  at  the  close  of  the  year.. 13,914 

Annual  amount  of  their  pensions $1, 192,884  72 

Whole  amount  paid  at  agencies  during  the  year 1,  360, 694  61 

Bounty  land  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1856. 

Acts  prior  to  March  3,  1855. 

Warrants  issued  during  the  year .. .... 620 

Number  of  acres  embraced  by  them 72,260 

Act  or  March  3,  1855. 

Warrants  issued  during  the  year . .. 138,574 

Number  of  acres  embraced  by  them - - 16, 824, 570 

Whole  number  of  warrants  issued  under  all  the  acts  during  the  year 139, 194 

Number  of  acres  embraced  by  them - 16, 896,  £30 

Number  of  applications  under  act  of  March  3,  1855,  since  its  passage  .. 258, 100 

Whole  number  of  warrants  issued  under  it. - . 172, 911 

Number  of  acres  embraced  by  them .20,918.510 

Number  of  acres  embraced  by  warrants  issued  under  all  the  acts  since  their 

passage 54,855,242 

Number  of  convictions  during  the  year  for  fraud  ........... 5 

Prosecutions  still  pending  ......    ............................. ...... 9 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS- 


Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings, 

October  11,  1856. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  fifteenth  section 
of  the  civil  <?nd  diplomatic  appropriation  act,  approved  August  4, 
1854,  I  respectfully  report  to  you  the  operations  of  this  office  during 
the  last  year,  and  the  manner  of  applying,  respectively,  the  appro- 
priations committed  to  its  charge. 

The  duties  of  the  Commissioner  extend  over  the  whole  city,  and  are 
numerous,  various,  and  onerous.  To  enter  into  a  detailed  descrip- 
tion of  all  that  has  been  done,  would  make  this  report  a  ponderous 
document,  and  was  not  contemplated  by  the  provision  of  law  under 
which  it  is  made.  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  the  more  im- 
portant objects,  mainly  such  as  are  of  a  public  character,  and  in 
which  a  general  interest  may  be  presumed  to  be  felt. 

Extensive  repairs  have  been  made  on  the  Capitol  and  President's 
House.  The  roofs  of  both  buildings  sustained  much  damage  from  the 
heavy  snows  of  last  winter,  and  the  ceilings  were  discolored  and 
otherwise  injured.  The  leaks  have  been  closed,  the  discolorations 
removed,  and  the  other  injuries  remedied.  A  hot- water  heating 
apparatus  has  been  erected  in  the  crypt,  in  the  south  end  of  the  main 
building  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  place  of  two  hot-air  furnaces,  which, 
from  long  use,  had  become  nearly  good  for  nothing.     The  furnace  is 

Erincipally  intended  to  aid  in  heating  the  Congressional  Library.  It 
as  a  heating  surface  of  fifteen  hundred  square  feet,  and  when  the 
water  is  kept  up  to  the  boiling  point,  a  current  of  air,  equal  to  the 
size  of  the  flue  through  which  it  passes,  flows  into  the  library  at  a 
temperature  of  110°  to  120°.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  furnace  does 
all  that  was  expected  of  it,  and  that  it  will  contribute  its  full  share 
of  heat  towards  rendering  the  library  comfortable. 

Congress,  at  the  last  session,  made  a  further  appropriation  for  heat- 
ing the  library,  and  I  was  requested  by  those  immediately  in  charge 
of  the  library  to  cause  two  hot-air  furnaces  to  be  erected  in  the  place 
of  the  hot-water  furnaces  in  the  crypt,  under  the  north  end  of  the 
Capitol.  I  could  not  well  refuse  yielding  my  assent  to  this  request ; 
but  I  must,  in  justice  to  myself,  state,  that  I  do  not  approve  of  heat- 
ing apartments  with  air  that  has  been  in  contact  with  intensely  heated 
iron,  and  for  many  and  substantial  reasons,  which  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  state  in  this  report.  The  old  furnaces  have  been  removed, 
and  workmen  are  now  engaged  in  erecting  the  hot-air  furnaces, 
which  will  no  doubt  be  ready  for  use  as  soon  as  they  will  be  required. 
The  improvement  of  the  botanic  garden  has  been  completed,  so  far 
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as  grading,  soiling,  and  making  the  gravel-walks,  are  concerned. 
The  dam  at  the  month  of  the  creek  will  be  constructed  during  the 
present  fall,  and,  as  far  as  the  appropriation  will  authorize,  trees  and 
shrubbery  will  be  planted.  A  portion  of  the  wall  of  the  creek  was 
thrown  down  by  a  great  freshet  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer, 
which  has  been  rebuilt.  To  pare  the  gutters,  and  connect,  by  a  foot- 
bridge over  the  creek,  the  north  walk,  a  small  additional  appropria- 
tion will  be  necessary. 

An  appropriation  was  made  in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  act  for  the 
year  1856,  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  house  for  the  plants  which  had 
recently  been  brought  from  Japan  for  the  government.  I  caused  two 
houses,  instead  of  one,  to  be  erected  on  a  plan  recommended  by  the 
experienced  horticulturist  in  charge  of  the  national  green-houses. 
They  are  admirably  adapted  for  the  preservation  and  propagation  of 
the  plants,  and  have  been  highly  approved  by  distinguished  horticul- 
turists who  have  recently  visitea  this  city. 

The  repairs,  improvements,  and  extension  of  the  seed-room  and 
green-house,  as  contemplated  by  the  appropriation  made  at  the  last 
session,  are  in  progress,  some  of  them  already  nearly  completed,  and 
it  is  my  purpose  that  all  of  them  shall  be  before  the  beginning  of 
winter. 

A  large  barrel  sewer,  seven  feet  in  diameter,  has  been  constructed 
in  a  straight  line  through  Judiciary  square,  from  the  intersection  of 
E  and  Fourth  streets  to  the  intersection  of  G  and  Fifth  streets — a  dis- 
tance of  upwards  of  one  thousand  feet — and  a  lateral  sewer,  of  three 
feet  in  diameter  and  two  hundred  feet  in  length,  has  been  made  and 
connected  with  it  so  as  to  carry  off  the  water  of  a  natural  stream 
which  takes  its  rise  near  New  York  avenue,  immediately  north  of  the 
square,  and  was  discharged  into  it.  This  is  an  important  improve- 
ment, removing  an  offensive  nuisance,  and  contributing  largely  to 
the  preservation  of  health  in  the  central  portion  of  the  city.  The 
small  appropriation  for  filling  up  the  ravine  in  the  square  was  not 
sufficient  to  give  it  such  a  grade  as  to  drain  the  water,  when  it  rains, 
either  into  the  sewer  or  the  surrounding  streets.  It  is  desirable  that 
the  square  should  be  filled  up  to  its  proper  grade,  and  with  that  view 
I  shall  present  to  you  a  further  estimate  for  continuing  the  grading. 

The  old  West  market-house  has  been  removed,  and  the  triangular 
space  occupied  by  it  has  been  enclosed  with  a  handsome  iron  railing, 
and  the  grounds  graded  and  soiled. 

The  Franklin  engine-house  has  also  been  taken  down,  and  the  tri- 
angular space  it  occupied  similarly  enclosed,  and  the  grounds  ready 
for  culture.  Both  of  these  triangular  spaces  will  be  planted  with 
trees  and  evergreens,  and  in  other  respects  suitably  ornamented,  as 
soon  as  the  season  will  permit. 

The  Circle,  in  Pennsylvania  avenue,  near  Georgetown,  was  planted 
last  fall  with  trees  and  shrubbery,  which,  owing  to  the  severity  of  the 
winter,  are  not  in  as  thriving  a  condition  as  I  had  hoped  and  expected. 
Unfortunately,  no  appropriation  was  made  for  it  this  year,  and  of 
course  I  have  been  unable  to  make  any  additions  to  it  in  the  way  of 
ornament,  or  even  to  have  it  properly  attended  and  cultivated.  Its 
present  enclosure  is  of  rough  wooden  slabs,  and  was  only  designed 
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to  be  temporary.  It  is  worthy  of  a  handsome  iron  railing,  as  an 
enclosure,  and  I  shall  include  it  in  my  general  estimate  of  appro- 
priations. 

The  grading  and  improvement  of  the  Mall,  between  12th  and  14th 
streets,  have  been  prosecuted  with  great  vigor,  and  I  hope  by  the  close 
of  the  season  to  nave  it  finished,  I  am  satisfied  that  in  design, 
beauty,  and  taste,  it  will  compare  favorably  with  any  of  the  public 
grounds  in  the  city ;  and  in  saying  this  much,  I  disclaim  the  slightest 
credit  for  the  plan,  as  that  is  due  to  the  gentleman  who  designed  it. 
I  presume  it  is  the  intention  of  Congress  to  continue  the  gradual  im- 
provement of  the  Mall  until  the  whole  is  completed.  The  sum  neces- 
sary for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  unimproved  portions  of  the 
Mall  will  be  found  in  my  estimate. 

The  trapping  of  the  mouths  of  the  sewers  on  Pennsylvania  avenue 
is  in  progress.  The  work  has  been  delayed,  owing  to  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  proper  materials,  but  I  have  now  reason  to  believe  that 
it  will  be  finished  in  a  short  time. 

The  extension  of  the  culvert  in  Indiana  avenue,  through  which 
Tiber  creek  passes  the  full  width  of  the  avenue,  has  been  commenced. 
It  is  a  work  of  great  difficulty,  and  I  shall  feel  anxious  about  it  until 
the  foundations  have  been  well  secured.  The  creek  is  subject  to  sud- 
den and  great  rise  whenever  there  is  a  fall  of  any  considerable  quan 
tity  of  rain,  and  the  torrent  sweeps  everything  before  it  that  can  be 
moved.  We  have  had  a  heavy  rain  since  the  work  commenced,  but 
by  the  foresight  and  judicious  arrangement  of  the  intelligent  and 
skillful  mechanic  who  has  it  in  charge,  it  suffered  no  injury  from  the 
rushing  waters.  Without  an  accident,  I  expect  the  culvert  will  be 
finished  by  the  middle  of  November. 

The  alteration  of  the  district  court-room  was  commenced  as  soon 
as  possession  could  be  obtained  after  the  adjournment  of  the  criminal 
court.  It  is  through,  including  ceiling  and  floor,  and  the  work  is 
pressed  forward  with  all  practicable  despatch,  with  the  view  to  be 
ready  by  the  next  session  of  the  circuit  court.  From  present  appear- 
ances I  think  that  end  may  be  attained. 

I  had  hoped,  with  the  appropriation  made  at  the  last  session  oi 
Congress  for  the  repairs  of  the  Potomac  and  Eastern  Branch  bridges, 
to  have  placed  them  in  a  substantial  and  safe  condition ;  but  the 
diversion  of  a  large  portion  of  it  to  the  defrayment  of  the  expense  of 
making  the  surveys,  estimates,  and  plans,  with  the  view  to  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  bridge,  as  directed  by  Congress,  and  the  limitation  of 
the  expenditure  on  the  Potomac  bridge  to  one  thousand  dollars,  in 
accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  will 
enable  me  to  accomplish  but  little  towards  binding  together  the  old,, 
ricketty,  and  tottering  fabric,  so  as  to  preserve  uninterrupted  the  com- 
munication between  the  two  shores,  and  to  guard  against  accidents. 
The  travel  and  the  amount  of  produce  brought  over  the  bridge  are 
almost  incredible ;  and  any  interruption  to  its  passage  would  not  only 
be  severely  felt  in  the  sudden  and  great  enhancement  in  the  prices  of 
many  articles  that  enter  into  general  consumption,  but  would  like- 
wise shut  out  the  citizens  of  the  neighboring  counties  of  Virginia  from 
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easy  access  to  a  market  where  they  are  always  sure  to  find  ready  sale 
for  the  products  of  their  labor. 

It  does  not  become  me,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  express 
any  opinion  as  to  a  proper  site  for  the  contemplated  bridge,  but  I  may 
be  permitted  to  state  that,  in  my  judgment,  the  present  bridge  ought, 
for  public  convenience,  to  be  kept  in  good  travelling  condition  until 
the  new  structure  is  completed. 

The  Eastern  Branch  bridges  will  be  thoroughly  repaired,  which  is 
much  needed  from  wear  and  decay,  and  injuries  sustained  from  the 
ice  of  last  winter. 

The  interior  of  the  west  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  with  the 
exception  of  the  stairway  and  saloon,  has  been  finished,  and  is  occu- 

Eied  by  the  General  Land  Office.     The  completion  of  the  exterior  has 
een  delayed,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  large  blocks  for  the 
columns  of  the  portico. 

The  excavation  for  the  cellar  of  the  north  front  of  the  building  is 
nearly  finished,  and  the  foundation  will  be  speedily  laid,  so  that  it 
may  have  the  advantage  of  settling  during  the  winter,  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  superstructure  that  is  to  be  reared  upon  it. 

I  respectfully  renew  the  recommendations  made  in  my  last  report 
for  an  addition  to  the  court-house  portion  of  the  City  Hall ;  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  jail ;  the  improvement  of  Franklin  square,  of  the  trian- 
gular spaces  formed  by  the  intersection  of  New  York  and  Massachu- 
setts avenues  and  Tenth  and  Twelfth  streets,  of  the  triangular  spaces 
on  Pennsylvania  avenue,  between  H  and  Nineteenth  steeets,  and  of 
the  space  on  the  south  side  of  Pennsylvania  avenue,  between  Twentieth 
and  Twenty-first  streets ;  the  grading  of  North  Capitol  street,  from  C 
street  to  Massachusetts  avenue;  the  removal  of  the  naval  monument,  and 
the  purchase  of  a  lot  and  erection  of  a  house  for  the  draw-keeper  of 
the  upper  Eastern  Branch  bridge.  All  of  these  objects  are  of  great 
importance,  and  I  believe  that  Congress  would  have  sanctioned  the 
most  of  them,  by  making  the  necessary  appropriations,  but  for  matters 
of  more  general  interest  which  engrossed  its  consideration.  Those 
which  are  situated  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  city  are  deserving 
of  especial  favor,  as  the  government  has  never,  to  my  knowledge,  ex- 
pended any  money  in  that  flourishing  and  growing  section,  with  the 
exception  of  setting  out  a  few  trees  around  the  public  reservations. 
Handsome  edifices  there  meet  the  eye  in  every  direction,  and  the  spirit 
of  improvement  is  manifested  all  around,  with  the  exception  of  the  gov- 
ernment property,  which  alone  remains  uncared  for,  and  presents  a 
sorry  spectacle  amidst  such  evidences  of  tasteful  progress. 

Great  diversity  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  limits  to  which  the  Capi- 
tol grounds  should  be  extended  westward.  Some  advocate  as  far  as 
Third  street,  others  to  Second  street ;  whilst  not  a  few  strongly  oppose 
any  further  extension  in  that  direction,  alleging  that  it  would  shorten 
Pennsylvania  avenue  so  much  as  to  destroy  the  beautiful  vista  it  now 
presents  between  the  Capitol  and  President's  House.  All  seem  to 
concur  in  the  opinion  that  squares  numbered  687  and  688  should  be 
embraced  within  the  eastern  enclosure.  I  presume  a  plan  for  the 
extension  of  the  grounds  will  be  adopted  at  the  approaching  session 
of  Congress,  and  the  necessary  appropriation  made  for  carrying  it 
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into  effect  with  all  practicable  despatch.  The  adoption  of  the  plan 
will  involve  the  removal  of  the  public  stables,  and  some  suitable  and 
convenient  location  must  be  designated  lor  them.  A  small  reserva- 
tion, formed  by  the  intersection  of  Maryland  avenue  and  Second  street 
west,  and  bordering  on  the  canal,  appears  to  me  to  be  peculiarly 
adapted  for  a  stable.  It  is  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Capitol, 
stands  alone,  and  cannot  easily  be  affected  by  fire  from  any  of  the 
neighboring  houses,  and  is  so  convenient  to  the  canal,  that  if  fire 
should  originate  in  the  building,  it  could  not  make  much  headway 
before  it  would  be  extinguished  by  the  flood  of  water  that  could  be 
poured  upon  it.  I  know  of  no  other  public  use  to  which  it  could  be 
advantageously  applied  ;  and  if  the  selection  of  a  site  for  the  stables 
was  left  to  me,  I  should  prefer  it  to  all  others  that  have  been  sug- 
gested, even  if  it  did  not  belong  to  the  government,  and  had  to  be 
purchased. 

The  duties  imposed  upon  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  by 
the  15th  section  of  the  city  charter,  approved  May  15,  1820,  and  the 
12th  section  of  the  amended  charter,  approved  May  17,  1848,  cannot 
be  discharged  unless  there  is  an  annual  appropriation  made  for  the 
purpose.  He  is  required  to  make  certain  improvements  of  the  streets 
and  avenues  which  pass  through  or  between  any  of  the  public  squares 
or  reservations,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  government  lots  in  the  city.  All  the  government  lots  that 
could  be  sold  have  been  disposed  of,  and  therefore  the  revenue  arising 
from  that  source  has  entirely  ceased,  and  the  means  required  to  ac- 
complish the  objects,  designated  in  the  section  referred  to,  must  be  pro- 
vided in  some  other  way.  The  government  cannot  refuse  to  make 
these  improvements,  as  they  are  only  intended  to  correspond  with 
similar  improvements  made  by  the  proprietors  of  lots  on  the  opposite 
side  of  such  streets  or  avenues,  or  adjacent  to  such  squares  or  reserva- 
tions. 

Considerable  annoyance  was  experienced  during  the  last  winter  and 
spring  from  the  inferior  quality  and  short  supply  of  gas  furnished  by 
the  Washington  Gas-Light  Company.  The  cause  of  those  defects  has 
been  corrected,  and  the  gas  is  now  of  good  quality,  and  the  supply 
abundant,  and  I  have  the  most  reliable  assurance  that  hereafter  there 
will  be  no  occasion  for  complaint  on  either  score.  Since  my  last  report, 
in  which  I  contrasted  the  prices  paid  for  gas  in  other  cities  with  the 
cost  of  it  in  this,  it  has  been  reduced  to  $3  50  per  thousand  cubic  feet 
to  the  private  consumer,  and  to  $3  25  to  the  government.  Further 
reductions,  I  presume,  will  be  made  from  time  to  time  as  the  increase 
in  the  consumption  will  justify. 

Additional  rooms  and  passages  in  the  Capitol  have  been  lighted  with 
gas,  and  great  care  has  been  observed  to  keep  all  the  fixtures,  where- 
ever  the  gas  is  used  by  the  government,  in  good  order. 

On  the  east  and  west  fronts  of  the  Capitol  large  lamps,  more  in 
keeping  with  the  extensive  building,  have  been  erected,  and  they  afford 
a  sufficiency  of  light,  which  was  much  needed  at  those  points.  I  em- 
ploy but  six  lamp-lighters  for  the  President's  House  and  grounds,  the 
Capitol  and  its  grounds,  and  the  whole  extent  of  Pennsylvania  avenue 
from  Georgetown  to  the  Nary  Yard.     One  of  them  receives  a  coropen- 
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sation  of  $600,  and  the  others  $480  per  annum.  I  see  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  receive  the  same  compensation  allowed  to  all  the  other 
laborers  on  the  public  grounds  and  in  the  executive  departments. 
None  of  them  render  more  useful  service,  and  none  are  so  much  ex- 
posed to  inclement  weather.  They  are  now  paid  out  of  the  gas  appro- 
priation, as  an  incident  to  lighting  the  Capitol,  &c.  with  gas;  and  as 
their  employment  will  be  permanent,  I  recommend  that  they  be  made 
salaried  officers,  at  $600  per  annum  each,  and,  like  all  other  govern- 
ment employes  of  that  class,  be  paid  by  specific  appropriation. 

The  annual  appropriation  which  the  government  makes  for  the  al- 
mission  of  sick  non-resident  paupers  in  the  Washington  Infirmary 
continues  to  relieve  a  great  amount  of  human  suffering.  The  un- 
sparing attention  of  skilful  physicians  and  kind  nurses  can  not  always 
effect  a  cure,  but  even  in  the  cases  which  prove  fatal  they  do  much  to 
alleviate  the  pain  and  smooth  the  pillow  of  the  dying.  I  regard  this 
charity  as  one  of  the  most  benevolent  that  can  be  bestowed,  and  doubt 
not  but  that  it  "is  twice  blessed — it  blesseth  him  that  gives  and  him 
that  takes." 

I  most  earnestly  hope  that  the  appropriation  may  be  increased,  in 
conformity  with  the  recommendation  of  my  last  report,  so  that  the 
sphere  of  its  usefulness,  to  the  destitute  and  friendless  stranger,  may 
be  enlarged. 

There  has  been  no  abatement  of  the  nuisance  occasioned  by  the  Cen- 
tre market-house,  which  has  been  a  subject  of  such  long  and  just 
complaint.  Country  wagons  still  continue  to  occupy  and  obstruct  the 
free  passage  of  Pennsylvania  avenue  for  several  squares.  The  city 
authorities  have  adopted  a  plan  for  a  new  market-house,  which  would 
obviate  all  just  cause  of  complaint,  and  at  the  same  time  be  an  orna- 
ment to  the  city.  A  bill  to  provide  means  for  erecting  the  building 
gassed  one  branch  of  the  council  last  spring,  but  failed  in  the  other, 
ince  then,  I  have  not  understood  that  any  further  effort  has  been 
made  to  accomplish  an  object  so  much  required  by  a  proper  regard  for 
public  convenience  and  public  decency,  and  I  do  not  think  I  would  he 
amiss  in  adding,  the  health  of  that  portion  of  the  city.  I  am  clearly 
of  the  opinion  that  the  government  has  the  right  to  have  the  market- 
house  removed  and  take  possession  of  the  reservation  occupied  by  it. 
However  much  I  may  regret  the  necessity  for  adopting  such  a  measure, 
I  should  fail  in  my  duty  to  the  government  and  the  city  if  I  did  not 
recommend  it,  provided  that,  after  due  notice  and  by  a  specified  time, 
the  corporation  had  not  taken  measures  effectually  to  rid  the  avenue 
of  so  abominable  a  nuisance. 

As  I  have  no  means,  other  than  those  common  to  all  citizens,  of 
knowing  anything  of  the  movements  of  the  Auxiliary  Guard,  I  can- 
not report  to  you  how  far  they  prove  efficient  in  the  preservation  of 
order,  and  protection  of  public  and  private  property.  The  change  in 
the  administration  of  the  city  has  not  affected  my  opinion  of  the 
incongruity  in  the  manner  of  appointing  and  paying  the  guard.  If 
Congress  thinks  it  constitutional  and  wise  to  vest  their  appointment  in 
the  mayor  of  the  city,  over  whom,  in  his  official  capacity,  the  govern- 
ment has  no  control,  I  respectfully  submit  that  he  ought  to  be  required 
to  disburse  the  money  appropriated  for  their  compensation  and  contiu- 
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gent  expenses,  and  that  this  office  should  be  relieved  of  the  responsi- 
bility and  trouble  of  such  disbursements. 

The  time  has  arrived  when,  in  my  opinion,  all  the  great  thorough- 
fares leading  to  the  Capitol  and  President's  House  ought  to  be  opened, 
graded  and  gravelled.  If  the  corporation  of  Washington  is  relied 
upon  to  do  this  work,  the  period  is  far  distant  when  we  may  expect  it 
to  be  done.  If  the  corporation  had  the  will,  it  does  not  possess  the 
pecuniary  ability.  The  city  was  laid  out  upon  its  magnificent  plan 
to  accommodate  the  government,  and  not  for  the  advantage  and  con- 
venience of  its  citizens.  It  stands  to  reason  that  no  corporators  would 
ever  have  adopted  a  plan  for  a  city  with  such  wide  avenues  and  streets, 
which  never  could  be  expected  to  be  opened,  graded,  paved  or  gravelled, 
without  subjecting  the  property  within  its  limits  to  onerous  and  ruin- 
ous taxation.  The  city  possessed  no  charter  until  the  year  1802,  and 
up  to  that  period  all  improvements  of  every  description  were  made  by 
the  government.  It  was  then  incorporated,  and  power  was  given  it  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  and  to  keep  in  repair  all  necessary  streets  and 
avenues.  The  authority  to  open  streets  and  avenues  was  not  given  to 
it  until  1812.  The  power  is  permissive  and  not  obligatory;  and  the 
construction  which  seems  to  have  been  given  to  it  is,  that  the  govern- 
ment should  provide  for  the  opening  and  improvement  of  the  avenues, 
and  the  corporation  of  the  lettered  and  numbered  streets.  The  fee- 
simple  to  all  the  streets  is  in  the  government.  This  point  has  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  case  of  Van  Ness  vs.  the  United  States  and  Corporation 
of  Washington.  That  suit  was  a  bill  in  equity,  in  the  nature  of  a 
petition  of  right,  filed  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  7,  1822, 
granting  certain  powers  to  the  corporation  of  Washington  touching 
the  public  reservations ;  and  the  principal  point  raised  by  the  complain- 
ants was,  that  by  the  original  grant  of  the  proprietaries  the  portion  of 
lands  ceded  to  the  government  for  streets  and  reservations  was  clothed 
with  a  perpetual  condition  and  trust  that  they  should  forever  remain 
streets  and  public  reservations  and  never  should  be  liable  to  be  appro- 

5riated  to  any  private  use,  or  changed  from  their  original  purpose, 
'he  Supreme  Court,  however,  (Mr.  Justice  Story  delivering  the  opin- 
ion,) held  that  the  grant  to  the  government  was  absolute,  and  carried 
with  it  the  whole  fee-simple,  free  from  any  condition  or  trutt,  and  as 
a  just  corollary,  that  the  government  had  the  perfect  jus  disponendi. 
In  this  view  of  the  subject,  regarding  the  streets  as  the  property  of 
the  government  and  subject  to  its  absolute  control,  and  looking  at  the 
many  miles  of  streets  that  have  been  made  by  the  city,  I  do  not  think 
that  it  would  be  imposing  any  unjust  burden  upon  the  government  to 
expect  it  to  open  the  avenues,  and  such  of  the  streets  as  are  wide  as 
avenues,  and  which  lead  directly  to  the  Capitol  and  President's  House. 
I  therefore  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  bring  to  your  attention  such  of  the 
avenues  and  streets  as  seem  to  me  to  be  most  necessary,  and  which 
ia  my  opinion  ought  at  once  to  be  graded  and  either  paved  or 
gravelled. 

North  Capitol  street  is  among  the  improvements  recommended  in 
my  last  report  which  were  not  acted  upon.  The  recommendation  was 
based  upon  the  fact  of  the  grade  having  been  so  altered  by  the  govern- 
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merit  that  the  street  north  of  C  street  cannot  be  used.  Superadded  to 
this  consideration,  it  is  as  wide  as  any  avenue,  and  leads  directly  to 
the  Capitol.  Delaware  avenue  has  also  been  left  in  a  very  rugged 
condition  from  the  same  cause,  and  I  think  that  the  government  ought 
in  justice  to  grade  and  gravel  it  from  B  to  D  street  north. 

New  Jersey  avenue,  north  of  the  Capitol,  has  been  fully  graded  and 
gravelled  to  D  street,  and  from  that  point  to  New  York  avenue  it  has 
been  only  graded  and  gravelled  one-half  its  width.  It  certainly  was 
not  intended  to  be  left  in  its  present  unfinished  state,  and  especially 
as  it  is  almost  as  much  used  as  any  other  avenue  or  street  in  the  city. 

Sixteenth  street  west  is  immediately  in  front,  and  in  full  view  of 
the  President's  House.  It  is  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  wide,  as  laid 
down  in  the  map  of  the  city  ;  but  beyond  K  street,  to  which  point  it 
has  been  graded  and  gravelled,  the  only  indication  of  its  being  a  street 
is  a  zigzag  cart  track.  If  it  was  opened  and  graded  to  Boundary 
street,  besides  being  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  streets  in  the  me- 
tropolis, it  would  greatly  tend  to  relieve  the  barren  prospect  which 
meets  the  eye  from  the  north  front  of  the  President's  House,  between 
K  and  Boundary  streets. 

There  are  other  avenues  and  streets  that  are  deserving  of  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  the  government,  which  will  no  doubt  hereafter, 
and  at  the  proper  time,  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  department. 

A  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  for  the 
protection  and  preservation  of  Pennsylvania  avenue.  Some  such  law 
is  absolutely  necessary,  and  its  provisions  ought  to  be  general,  extend- 
ing to  all  avenues  and  streets  which  have  been  or  may  be  made,  in  part 
or  in  whole,  by  the  government.  They  ought  not  to  be  opened  for 
pipes,  sewers,  or  other  purposes,  unless  under  the  authority  of  an  offi- 
cer who  is  responsible  to  the  government,  and  could  be  held  accounta- 
ble for  any  injury  they  might  sustain  from  his  neglect,  partiality  to 
individuals,  or  other  cause. 

I  beg  leave  again  to  call  your  attention  to  the  importance  of  having 
permanently  attached  to  this  office  a  civil  engineer,  of  such  character 
and  attainments  as  were  described  in  my  last  report.  As  I  acquire 
experience  in  the  duties  of  the  office,  I  am  convinced  more  and  more 
of  the  necessity  of  such  an  appointment ;  and  so  far  from  being  an  ex- 
pense to  the  government,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  would  be  the  means  of 
annually  saving  vastly  more  than  the  salary  of  the  officer. 

The  office  continues  to  feel  the  embarrassment  occasioned  by  the 
want  of  another  clerk.  Undue  labor  is  imposed  upon  the  Commis- 
sioner and  the  clerk  now  in  the  office,  and  the  salary  of  the  clerk  is 
totally  inadequate  for  the  services  rendered. 

I  hope  an  additional  clerk,  at  a  salary  of  $1,600  per  annum,  maybe 
allowed  the  office,  which  will  scarcely  be  a  just  compensation  for  the 
laborious  and  responsible  duties  performed  by  the  principal  clerk ;  and 
with  the  present  salary  of  $1,200,  the  services  of  a  good  copying  and 
recording  clerk  can  be  obtained,  which  will  greatly  facilitate  business, 
and  enable  the  office  to  be  placed  in  such  condition  that  all  inquiries 
for  information,  touching  any  of  the  interests  confided  to  its  charge, 
may  be  promptly  and  satisfactorily  answered. 
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In  closing  this  report,  I  cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  the  just 
appreciation  I  entertain  of  the  fidelity  and  intelligence  which  has 
characterized  the  discharge  of  duty  by  the  employes  generally  under 
my  direction.  Tho  most  commendable  zeal  has  been  manifested  by 
them  for  the  promotion  of  the  public  interest,  which  I  am  happy  to 
believe  was  only  prompted  by  a  proper  sense  of  self-respect  and  patri- 
otic dutv. 

I  hereto  append  a  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  last 
fiscal  year ;  and  also  the  annual  statement  of  the  resident  physician 
of  the  Washington  Infirmary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  B.  BLAKE,  Commissioner. 
Hon.  Robert  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


COMPENDIUM  OF  THE  REPORT  OP  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  PUBLIC 

BUILDINGS. 

Presents  a  general  view  of  the  repairs  and  improvements  of  the 
Capitol,  President's  House,  public  grounds,  avenues,  &c. 

Renews  the  recommendations  of  the  last  report  which  were  not 
acted  upon  by  Congress,  viz :  An  addition  to  the  court-house  portion 
of  the  City  Hall ;  the  erection  of  a  new  jail ;  the  improvement  of 
Franklin  square,  the  triangular  spaces  formed  by  the  intersection  of 
New  York  and  Massachusetts  avenues  and  Tenth  and  Twelfth  streets, 
the  triangular  spaces  on  Pennsylvania  avenue,  between  H  and  Nine- 
teenth streets,  and  the  space  on  the  south  side  of  Pennsylvania  avenue, 
between  Twentieth  and  Twenty-first  streets ;  the  grading  of  North 
Capitol  street  from  C  street  to  Massachusetts  avenue ;  the  removal  of 
the  naval  monument ;  and  the  purchase  of  a  lot  and  erection  of  a 
house  for  the  keeper  of  the  upper  Eastern  Branch  bridge. 

States  that  a  diversity  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  extension  of  the 
Capitol  grounds  westwardly,  but  that  there  is  general  concurrence 
that  squares  numbered  687  and  688  ought  to  be  included  in  the  eastern 
enclosure ;  that  the  revenue  arising  from  sales  of  government  lots  has 
ceased,  and  that  means  for  making  the  improvements  required  by  the 
15th  section  of  the  city  charter  of  1820,  and  the  12th  section  of  the 
amended  charter  of  1848,  must  be  provided  in  some  other  way ;  and 
that  there  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  gas  to  the  government 
and  private  consumers. 

Commends  highly  the  annual  appropriation  made  by  Congress  for 
the  medical  treatment  of  sick  non-resident  paupers,  and  expresses  an 
earnest  hope  for  its  increase. 

Maintains  the  right  of  the  government  to  remove  the  Centre  mar- 
ket-house and  take  possession  of  the  reservations  occupied  by  it. 

Professes  to  have  no  knowledge  of  the  movements  of  the  Auxiliary 
Guard,  and  insists  upon  the  incongruity  in  their  manner  of  appoint- 
ment and  payment. 
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Argues  to  show  that  the  fee-simple  to  the  avenues  and  streets  is  in 
the  government,  and  that,  as  a  consequence,  the  government  ought 
to  open  and  grade  such  as  lead  directly  to  the  Capitol  and  President's 
House. 

Recommends  the  completion  of  New  Jersey  avenue  from  D  street  to 
New  York  avenue ;  the  grading  of  Delaware  avenue  from  B  to  D 
street  north  ;  and  the  opening  and  grading  of  Sixteenth  street  west 
from  K  to  Boundary  street. 

Urges  the  importance  of  a  civil  engineer  being  attached  to  the  office, 
and  the  necessity  of  an  additional  clerk,  and  gives  due  praise  to  the 
employes  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  for  fidelity  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties. 
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Statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  under  the  direction  of  the  Comr 
missioner  of  Public  Buildings,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1856. 


Heads  of  appropriations. 


■       .2 


Wi     i       • 
CD    ^  rH 

o  So" 

a  s  3 
cL2  bo 


Clerk  to  Commissioner  Public     $1,200  00 
Buildings. 

Messenger  in  charge  of  main  420  00 

furnace,  &c. 

Laborer  in  charge  of  water-  438  00 

closets  in  the  Capitol. 

Public  gardener 1,440  00 

Sixteen  laborers  on  the  public  ,     9,216  00 
grounds. 

Keeper  of  west  gate,  Capitol 
square. 

Two  day  watchmen,  Capitol 
square. 

Two  night  watchmen,  Presi- 
dent's House. 

Doorkeeper,  President's  House 

Assistant  doorkeeper,  Presi- 
dent's House. 

Four  drawkeepers  at  the  Po- 
tomac bridge,  &c. 

Two  drawkeepers  at  the  East- 
ern Branch  bridges. 

Auxiliary  Guard,  &c 

Night  watchman  at  the  pub- 
lic stables. 

Furnace-keeper  at  the  Presi- 
dent's House. 

For  completing  the  west  wing 
of  the  Patent  Office  build- 
ing. 

For  completing  the  east  wing 
of  the  Patent  Office  build- 
ing. 

Lighting  Pennsylvania  avenue.:  25,000  00 

Annual  repairs'of  the  Capitol.1     5, 000  00 

Annual  repairs  of  the  Prcsi-       6, 000  00 
dent's  House. 

Transient  paupers 3, 000  00 

Manure  for  the  public  grounds.      1,000  00 

Tools  used  in  public  grounds.         600  00 

Trees  and  tree  boxes '    5, 000  00 

3,000  00 


876  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

600  00 
438  00 

3,266  00 

1, 180  00 

19,400  00 
600  00 

366  00 

150,000  00 


S3 

o 
6  » 


o$9  00 


<>773  19 


Reservation  No.  2,  and  Lafay- 
ette square. 

The  Circle 

Repairs  of  Pennsylvania  ave- 
nue. 


3,000  00 
1,000  00 


119,369  72 


1,861  34 


©7,880  73 


3 


$1, 200 

420 

438 

1,440 
9,225 

876 

1,200 

1,200 

600 

438 

4,039 

1,180 

19, 500 
600 


00 


00 

00 

00 
00 


00 

00 

00 

00 
00 

19 

00 

00 
00 

00 


v  ao 

m  3     *■ 

-2  •  2 


& 


$1, 200  00 

420  00 

438  00 

1,440  00 
9,216  00 

876  00 

1,200  00 

1.200  00 

600  00 
438  00 

3, 173  05 

1, 180  00 

19. 139  45 
600  00 

366  00 


0454  60 
352  49 


366 
269,369  72150,094  84119,274  88 


I3 


$9  00 


866  14 


260  55 


1,861  34 


32, 880 
5,000 
6,000 

3,000 
1,000 
954 
5,000 
3,352 

3,000 
1,000 


73 
00 
00 


00 
00 
60 
00 
49 

00 
00 


1,445  10 


416  24 


24,041  40     8,839  33 
5,000  00 
5,422  45 


3,000  00 

956  08 

400  17 

5,000  00 

2,813  511 

3,000  00 
1,000  00 


577  55 

43  92 
654  43 

538 

98 

o  Balances  July  1,  1855. 
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.2  t3  «g 


Heads  of  appropriations. 


S 


G 

O 

eS  p-j  « 


Paving  the  north  front  of  the 
President's  square. 

Paving  the  south  front  of  La- 
fayette square. 

Square  south  of  the  Presi- 
dent's House. 

Botanic  garden 

Sewer  along  Fifteenth  street 
west. 

Extension  of  Capitol  square.. 

Potomac,  Navy- Yard,  and 
upper  bridges. 

Fuel  for  the  President's  House. 

Green-house,  erection  of. 

Pennsylvania  avenue  culverts. 

Painting  Capitol  inside,  new 
furnace,  &c. 

Grading  the  mall ,&c 

Furnaces  for  library,  &c 

Repairs  of  gas- pipes  in  the 
Capitol,  &c. 

Sewer  in  Judiciary  square 

Triangular  space,  Franklin 
engine-house 

Triangular  space,  Western 
market-house. 

Lamps  and  posts  from  16th 
to  17th  streets 

Triangular  space  between  7  th 
and  8th  streets. 

Water  fixtures,  President's 
House. 

Repairs  of  water-pipes 

Repairs  of  Capitol  roof 

Erection  of  pedestal,  Lafay- 
ette square. 

Improvements  in  Washing- 
ton city. 


Is 


$3,809  28 

1,000  00 

3,000  00 

17, 650  00 

3,000  00, 

i 

15,000  00 

1  10, 000  00 

1     1,000  00 

1,500  00 


eS 


■DCS 

8 1? 

a  m'-j 


& 


00 

o 

8-£ 


2 


10,000  00 
1,500  00 


6,000  00 
6,000  00 

5,000  00 


o$l,281  37 
02,338  87 


©75  40 


O86  00 

•95  70 

©169  07 

*78  80 

©162  38 

057  47 

059  88 


$3,809  28 

1,000  00 

3,000  00 

17,650  00 
3,000  00 

15,000  00 
10,000  00 

1,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,281  37 
2,338  87 

10,000  00 

1,500  00 

7fr  40 

6,000  00 
6,000  00 


$0  15 


$3,809  28 
995  85 

3,000  00' 

I 

13,023  80     4,626  20 
3,000  00 


14,999  65| 
9,776  53 


35 
223  47 


1,000  00 

1,500  00 

523  06  758  31 

1,107  57|     1,231  30 

1,911  84      8,088  16 
1,500  001 

63  87  11  53 


6,000  00 

604  28      5,395  72 


5,000  00     4,132  8l!         867  19 


86  00 

95  70 

169  07 

78  80 

162  38 

57  47 

59  88 


86  00 

95  70 

169  07 

78  80 

162  38 

57  47 

59  88 


0  Balances  July  1,  1855. 
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Washington,  D.  C, 

October  1,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  the  annual  report  of  the  Washington  City 
Infirmary. 

List  of  government  patients  remaining  under  treatment  in  the  infirmary, 

July  1,  1855. 


Name. 


Wm.  Harrison 

Anna  Moore 

R.  Antoine 

Henry  Braan 

Elias  Stone 

Henry  O'Neill.... 

Michael  Flint 

Patrick  Connorty. 
Mary  Harrington. 
James  Fitzgerald 
Susan  Patterson.. 


Discharged. 


Total 11 


July  2,  1855... 
July  27,  1855.. 
July  20,  1855.. 
August  9,  1855. 
Julv  16,  1855.. 
July  10,  1855.. 
July  25,  1855. 
July  6,  1855.. 


AugUBt  13,  1856. 


Death,  &c. 


August  10,  1855. 
Under  treatment. 


List  of  g-jvernment  patients  admitted  into  the  infirmary  from  Juty  1, 

1855,  to  June  30,  1856. 


1855. 
July       6 
7 

11 

12 

17 

14 

18 

19 

20 

21 

21 

23 

24 

30 

30 

30 

August    2 

6 

7 

8 

10 
10 
15 
16 
16 


Jerry  Handley 

Edmund  Fitzgibbon. 

Patrick  McDonough 

{  Chat*.  Radcliffe 

,  Tbos.   Sunderland.. 

!  Patrick  Welsh 

I  Wm.  Sullivan 

,  Wm.  Raddy 

|  Thos.  Sullivan 

Patrick  Tiernay 

'  Patrick  Min to 

,  Henry  L.  Russell... 

Richard  Barret 

James  Morsell...-. 

Anna  Connor 

John  Mally 

Murty  Hickey 

!  P.  McNerhany 

,  Patrick  Clancey.... 

Patrick  Connell 

Wm.  Clancey.. ... 

David  Ridgely 

Thos.  Potts 

Thos.  Slatterley... 
\  Michael  Keily 


Nov.    7, 
July  21, 


1855 
1855 


Aug.     6,  1856. 


July  23, 
Aug.  6, 
Aug.  9, 
Aug.  20, 
July  23, 
Aug.  7, 
July  20, 
Aug.  16, 


1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 


Aug.  14, 
July  31, 
Aug.  22, 
Aug.  11, 


1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 


June  27, 
Aug.  17, 
Sept  18, 
Aug.  16, 
Aug.  21, 
Sept.  1, 
Aug.  25, 


1856 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 


Aug.  6,  1855. 


Aug.  3,  1855. 


Sept.  14,  1855. 
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Admission. 


1855. 

August  16 

16 

21 

22 

23 

23 

24 

27 

28 

29 

Sept.        1 

4 

5 

5 

8 

15 

15 

15 

17 

18 

18 

20 

26 

27 

Oct.  1 

2 

3 

3 

8 

12 

17 

19 

22 

24 

29 

29 

29 

Nov.        3 

6 

9 

20 

26 

27 

Dec.         5 

8 

13 

19 

20 

22 

1856. 

Jan.         1 

9 

11 

12 

15 

15 

17 

24 


Edwin  Burke 

Patrick  Tiernay... 

Thos.  Curchen 

John  Mack 

Mary  E.  Walsh.. - 

Wm.  0' Bryan 

James  Clark . 

Thos.  Griffin 

Martin  Oliver 

Martin  Connelly. . . 

Patrick  Rcillv 

Thos.   Toomey 

Chas.  Borsell 

James  Connelly 

Thos.   Ragan 

Richard  White 

John  Ellis 

Eilcn  Shea 

Anna  Connor 

J.  P.  Shillen 

Francis  Kane..... 

Margaret  Harris... 
Mary  Fisher...... 

Alex.  Williamson . 

Jno.  McDonald 

James  Barry 

lames  Holmes 

Catharine  Dornin  . 

Patrick  Murray 

Patrick  Connor 

Jno.  Quinlan 

James  Farley 

Garrett  Doar 

Michael  Welsh.... 

Barclay  Curren 

Adam  Pierschal 

Daniel  Foley 

Margaret  Ahcrn... 

Bridget  Downey 

Jno.  Johnson 

Margaret  Smith 

Betsy  Carr 

Mary  Reilly .- 

Thos.  Murphy 

Chas.  Keats ... 

Edward  Rice 

Mary  Digging 

P.  Roowan 

Dennis  Harrington 


Death. 


Mary  Ahcrn 

Jno.  Uniach.... 
Jno.  Redman... 
Alex.  McNcw — 
James  Kennedy  . 

Jno.  Jackson 

James  Corrigan  . 
James  Menetrier 


Sept.  1 
Sept.  17 
Jan.  1 
Sept.  4 
Oct.  18 
May  26 
Sept.  18 
Jan. 
Sept.  16 
Oct.  8 
Nov.  19 
Sept.  18 
Oct.  28 
Oct.  8 
Oct.  8 
Oct.  2 
Sept.  25 
Oct.  8 
Sept.  25 
Oct.  1 
Dec.  4 
Mar.  5 
Nov.  7 
Oct.  24 
Oct.  11 
Oct.  27 
Oct.  29 
Oct.  23 
Nov.  13 
Jan.  24 


Nov.  20 
Nov.  7 
Jan.  1 
Nov.  26 
Dec.  18 
Nov.  27 


Dec.  27 
Nov.  28 
Jan.  17 
Feb.  4 


1855 
1855 
1856 
1855 
1855 
1*56 
1855 
1856 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1856 
1855 
1856 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1856 


Sept.  12,  1855. 


1855 
1855 
1856  | 
1855 
1855  I 
1855  > 


Jan.  8,  1856. 


1855 
1855 
1856 
1856 


May    8,  1856. 


Jan.  23, 
Dec.  27, 


1856 
1855 


Dec.  14,  1855. 
Jan.  31,  1855. 


May  20,  1856 
Jan.  29,  1856 
Mar.    7,  1856 


Feb.  27,  1856 
April  7,  1856 


January  13. 


Feb.  18,  1856 


April  1 
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Discharged. 


1856. 

Jan.       25 

25 

80 

4 


Feb. 


Mar. 


April 


Hay 


June 


9 

22 

23 

27 

1 

5 

7 

13 

15 

19 

24 

24 

24 

4 

7 

7 

7 

10 

10 

10 

24 

29 

5 

5 

5 

7 

7 

20 

23 

18 

18 

23 

24 

24 

25 


Michael  Cary 

Jno.  McCarran 

Jno.  Dajey 

Susannah  Coyle . 

Michael  Dougherty 

Ann  Holmes ... . 

HonoraMahony...  ........... 

Patrick  Rady - 

Joseph  Hayden 

Edward  Leahey.. . 

Jno.  Keyes 

Mrs.  Toland 

Darby  McCarty ..... 

ThoB.  Desmond 

Henry  White 

Jane  Connor  . .. 

Mary  Calligan 

Jno.  Maroney 

Alice  Jordan ...... 

Mrs.  Terre  ton 

James  <  .'rimmons 

Ann  Avet 

Catharine  Jones .... 

Thos.  Lanahan 

Thos.  Greenland 

Mrs.  Connell 

Wm.  Davidson 

Edward  Carroll 

Ellen  No! and,  (still  under  treatment). 

Harvey  Hoi  gate .. 

Thos.  Carlton,  (still  under  treatment). 
Mrs.  Do  well,  (still  under  treatment).. 

Jane  O'Brien 

Cath.  Earley 

Wm.  Smith 

Mary  Fagan 

Jno.  Mahar,  of  Mo  .......... .. 

E.  F.  Powers 

Jno.  Austin 


July  28, 
Mar.  24, 
Feb.  25, 
Feb  23, 
May  22, 
Aug.  4, 
Mar.    5, 


1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 


Death. 


'  March  15 


Mar.    9,  1856 


March  28 


April  1, 
Mar.  17, 
May  12, 
April  1, 
April  7, 
April  11, 
April  8, 
May  1, 
April  20, 


1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856  | 


I 


April  20, 
April  27. 
Juue  30, 
May  2, 
May  21, 
June  26, 
May  12, 
July    4, 


1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 


April  8. 


May  22 


June  10, 
July  14, 
Sept.  1, 
Sept.  3, 
Julv  4, 
July  2, 
July    1, 


1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 


864  REPORT   OF   THE 


• 


Number  of  government  patients  treated  in  the  infirmary  from  July  1, 

1855,  to  June  30,  1856. 

Admitted  previous  to  July  1,  1855 11 

Admitted  from  July  1,  1855,  to  June  30,  1856 121 

Total 132 


Of  the  above  number  of  patients  under  treatment  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1856,  one  hundred  and  eleven  were  discharged, 
cured,  or  improved,  and  twenty-ono  died. 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  JOHNSON  HELLEN,  M.  D. 
Resident  Physician  Washington  Infirmary. 
Dr.  J.  B.  Blake, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  WARDEN  OF  THE  PENITENTIARY. 


Office  United  States  Penitentiary,  D.  C, 

October  1,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  place  before  you  the  following  report  of 
the  opeiations  of  this  institution  for  the  year  ending  30th  September, 
1856,  transmitting,  herewith,  the  detailed  statement  of  the  clerk, 
and  reports  to  me  from  the  chaplain,  physician,  and  matron. 

The  statement  of  the  clerk  in  reference  to  the  finances  shows  that 
the  cash  to  the  credit  of  the  institution  is  $18,089  23,  which  is  almost 
wholly  applicable  to  its  subsequent  wants,  the  existing  indebtedness 
being  merely  nominal,  consisting  of  a  few  outstanding  trifling  cur- 
rent accounts. 

The  expenditures  for  the  past  year  for  support  and  maintenance, 
including  the  amount  paid  for  incidental  expenses,  exceeded  the  in- 
come accruing  from  the  labor  of  convicts,  &c,  by  $3,463  25,  owing 
to  the  following  causes,  viz:  the  high  prices  of  provisions,  the  general 
inexperience  of  the  convicts  in  the  use  of  tools,  and  their  disposi- 
tion to  destroy  rather  than  economize  ;  their  proneness  to  report 
themselves  "sick,"  thereby  giving  rise  to  additional  expense  for  medi- 
cine, and  the  withdrawal  of  healthy  convicts  from  labor  as  attendants 
on  the  sick,  and  the  want  of  adequate  room  for  the  employment  of 
convicts  not  engaged  in  shoemaking,  there  being  but  two  workshops, 
and  one  of  these  used  by  the  contractor.  In  addition,  I  regret  to  add 
that  some  half-dozen  reported  as  employed  in  shoemaking  are  of  no 
profit  to  the  institution. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  dispose  of  for  cash  the  goods  manufactured 
in  the  institution,  I  made  arrangements  to  procure  the  necessary  ma- 
terials for  the  shoe  factory  by  the  payment  therefor  in  the  manufac- 
tured article,  thus  not  only  deriving  a  sufficiency  of  the  raw  material 
(leather,  &c.}  for  the  present  employment  of  the  convicts,  but  obvi- 
ating the  risk  attendant  upon  the  prior  credit  system  of  sales.  This 
course,  I  am  pleased  to  report,  has  produced  a  net  profit  of  $1,509  12 
in  lieu  of  the  profit  heretofore  credited  on  the  books,  but  dependent 
for  realization  upon  its  subsequent  collection. 

By  reference  to  my  report  of  January  1,  1854,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  the  amount  then  due  for  articles  sold  was  $12,265  07.  The 
amount  now  due  is  $4,947  50,  the  greater  part  of  which  consists  of 
this  first  mentioned  indebtedness,  and,  from  the  failure  which  has 
attended  the  energetic  efforts  made  for  its  liquidation,  I  fear  there  is 
little  hope  that  this  last  amount  will  ever  be  materially  lessened.  I 
55 
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shall  not,  however,  remit  any  exertions  towards  the  production  of  so 
desirable  a  result. 

The  carpenters'  shop  has  been  closed,  and  the  convicts  previously 
employed  in  that  department  have  been  "farmed  out"  to  a  contractor ; 
the  clerk's  report  shows  an  increased  revenue  from  the  adoption  ol 
this  course  compared  with  that  realized  from  the  sale  of  manufactured 
goods  at  auction,  (by  direction  of  the  board  of  inspectors,)  such  sales 
producing  much  less  than  the  value  estimated  in  the  inventory  made 
previous  to  1853.  The  female  department  is  in  a  healthy  and  pros- 
perous condition,  there  being  an  evident  improvement  in  the  depart- 
ment, as  will  be  seen  from  the  matron's  report,  to  which  I  beg  leave 
respectfully  to  direct  your  attention. 

The  health  of  the  convicts  has  been,  generally  speaking,  excellent, 
and  their  moral  deportment,  with  a  few  exceptions,  of  a  satisfactory 
character.  The  case  of  Barnes,  referred  to  by  Doctor  Garnett,  the  at- 
tending physician,  in  his  accompanying  letter,  calls  for  some  special 
attention,  there  being  no  suitable  place  in  the  institution  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  persons  in  his  lamentable  condition.  The  chaplain 
has  performed  his  clerical  duties,  either  personally  or  through  the 
medium  of  other  divines,  with  his  accustomed  zeal  and  ability,  and 
it  will  be  perceived  from  his  report  that  much  aid  in  the  beneficial 
results  of  his  labors  would  be  experienced  by  a  small  expenditure  for 
books  for  the  library. 

The  books  now  on  hand  are  not  only  much  defaced  and  injured  by 
use,  but  have  been  perused  by  those  who  have  been  confined  for  a 
number  of  years  past.  A  small  addition  of  suitable  books  would ,  in  my 
judgment,  be  highly  beneficial,  and  much  appreciated  by  those  who 
delight  in  reading,  and  who  assure  me  that  it  is  their  greatest  solace, 
whilst  locked  in  their  cells  after  the  labor  of  the  day  has  closed.  The 
number  of  books  now  on  hand,  including  a  copy  of  the  Bible  in  every 
convict's  possession,  is  about  five  hundred.  I  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  a  few  hundred  dollars  be  expended  for  the  purchase 
of  new  books  for  the  library. 

The  number  of  convicts  in  the  institution  on  the  30th  of  September, 
1855,  was  sixty-five  ;  since  which  time  thirty-five  have  been  received, 
twenty  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence,  and  eight  pardoned, 
leaving  seventy-two  now  confined ;  the  color,  sex,  place  of  nativity, 
crimes  for  which  they  were  committed,  when  admitted,  when  dis- 
charged or  pardoned,  will  be  found  in  the  detailed  report  of  the 

clerk. 

For  the  general  good  order  which  prevails,  the  cleanliness  of  the 
prison,  the  uniformity  of  discipline  enforced,  and  the  economy  prac- 
tised in  the  manufacturing  and  culinary  departments,  I  acknowledge 
my  indebtedness  to  the  assiduity  of  the  several  officers  attached  to  the 
institution  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties,  and  of  their 
general  co-operation  in  the  measures  deemed  by  me  proper  in  accom- 
plishing the  object  of  my  appointment.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  THOMAS  THORNLET,  Warden. 

Hon.  Robert  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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Office  United  States  Pknitbntoaby,  D.  C, 

October  1,  1856. 

Sir  :  Herewith  please  find  statements  showing  the  financial  trans- 
actions of  this  institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1856, 
and  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1857  ;  also 
statements  exhibiting  the  operations  of  the  different  departments  of 
the  prison  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1856,  and  a  journal 
of  convicts  confined  September  30,  1855,  together  with  those  received, 
discharged,  and  pardoned  during  the  year. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

'  JOHN  A.  FRASER, 

Cleric  United  States  Penitentiary,  D.  C 
Thomas  Thornley,  Esq., 

Warden  United  States  Penitentiary,  D.  O. 


United  States  Penitentiary  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  account  icitk 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1856. 


r>*. 


To  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  warden  July  1,  1655... 

To  appropriation  by  act  of  Congress  for  officers'  regular  salaries 

To  20  per  cent,  additional  pay.  • • 

To  appropriation  by  act  of  Congress  for  inspectors'  salaries ••• 

To  appropiiation  by  act  of  Congress  for  support,  &c 

To  amount  received  from  the  sale  of  articles,  outstanding  accounts,  and 
depositee  made  by  convicts  on  their  reception 


To  balance  doe  United  States  treasury  July  1, 1856. 


By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  smount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  balance 


Ca. 

paid  for  officers*  regular  salaries ••••« 

paid  officers,  30  per  cent,  additional • •  • 

paid  inspectors,  regular  salaries • 

paid  for  clothing  and  bedding •••< 

psid  for  provisions • 

paid  for  shoe  factory,  materials,  Sic 

paid  for  incidental  expenses • 

psid  to  discharged  convicts • 

paid  for  horse  food,  shoeing,  &c 

paid  for  fuel  snd  lights , 

refunded  to  discharged  convicts • 

paid  for  building  and  repairs. • •  •  • ., 

paid  for  hospital  expenses , 

paid  for  outstanding  accounts  prior  to  October  1,  1855. 
in  the  hands  of  the  warden  July  1,  1856 


16  61 

11,229  31 

1,837  51 

750  00 

6,312  50 

8,857  44 


28,993  37 


493  94 


10,584  37 

1,837  51 

750  00 

388  01 

3,007  62 

6,643  21 

493  79 

340  00 

240  49 

1,268  36 

32  05 

245  38 

58  19 

2,610  52 

493  94 

28,993  37 
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United  States  Penitentiary  for  (he  District  of  Columbia  in  account  with 
the  United  States  treasury,  for  the  quarter  ending  September  30, 
1856. 


D*. 

To  amount  in  the  hands  of  the  warden  July  1, 1856 

To  appropriation  by  act  of  Congress  for  officers'  regular  salaries,  incfoding  the 

20  per  cent,  allowed ............. . , 

To  appropriation  by  act  of  Congrats  for  rapport,  including  $4,000  appropriated 

for  a  furnace 

To  amount  received  from  Bale  of  articles,  outstanding  accounts,  and  deposited 

by  convicts  on  their  reception • 

To  appropriation  by  act  of  Congress  for  inspectors'  salaries 


To  balance  due  United  States  treasury  October  1, 1856 


By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  amount 
By  balance 
By  balance 


Ce. 


paid  officers,  including  30  per  cent 

paid  for  clothing  and  nodding. 

paid  for  shoe  factory,  materials,  &c. ..... . 

paid  for  provisions. 

paid  for  incidental  expenses • 

paid  to  discharged  convicts. 

paid  for  fuel  and  lights. 

paid  for  hospital  expenses 

paid  for  building  and  repairs.. •• 

paid  for  horse  feed,  shoeing,  lie.  • • . 

in  United  States  treasury • .. .  • 

in  the  hands  of  the  warden  October  1, 1856. 


|493  9t 

12,560  00 

10,065  60 

4,573  01 
750  00 


28,461  95 


54  23 


3,735  00 

238  25 

4,304  34 

1,320  04 

280  25 

106  00 

103  80 

79  53 

160  00 

45  51 

18,035  00 

54  23 

28,46195 


SECRETARY  OF  THE   IHTERIOR. 


80t 


1 


<s 


CO 


00  O) 


8 


04 

04 


04 

00 


-* 

OfO 

09 

O  ** 

^4 

*» 

0*0 

•O 

-*  © 

"* 

o 

o  o» 

o» 

o»  CO 

C4 

•* 

•Of 

04 

•O  o» 

•O 

CO 

rH 

•4 

t-H 

04 

•* 

w± 

•* 

CO 

W4 

i-H 

©  «o 
o  oo 

00  00 


00 

to 

00 

co 


■8 


■s 


<o  a 
2  S 

to   O 

S  d 

d*  -. 
£S 

©   P 

«  3 

&& 


S 


o 

3 


< 

i 


eo  *■ 
.9*  * 

5 s 
M 

■"8 
S- 


§ 


I 


»o 

00    c 

1-4    ►» 

s  s 

«! 

li 


1 

bo 

I 


1 
I 

d 

8 


I 


00 

-J  e 

hi 

|bo| 

O  u 


0 

g 


& 


« 


co  <*  o 

00O)^ 

04 

0(0  0) 
OttQOO 

«♦  eoeo 

04 

04 

** 

id  io 
oo  *o 


CO 


•* 

*» 

O  CO 

©  «o 

CO 

•o 

-*• 

00 

o  e» 

•Of 

04 
04 

tO  to 

oo  co 

04 
04 

00 

^4 

00 
CO 

00 

CO 


•o 

»o 

00 


I 
I 
I 

s 

o 

a 
8 


8 
o 


u 
<2 


eo 

.2 

a 

£ 

is* 

82-S 

b£.S<S 
P   w   © 

C  o  «3 

iMSd 
O   P.  & 

add 
d  p  3 
o  o  o 

§  BB 

S  a  d 


i 


00 


CO 

u 

I 


8  I 


i 

i 

• 

•o 

»o 

ao 


I 


d 
o 


§1 

g- 

p**d 

*\ 

d  d 
d  d 

o  o 

1§ 


I 


9 


n 


eo 
u 

JS 

a 

li 

OB    p 

al 

*2 

•SB. 


li 


i 
i 

*o 

iO 
00 


£ 
B 

3 

p. 

li 

is 

*4>  <S 

«•£ 

*1 

§ 

O   O 


i 


s. 

M 

«9 


S 
■s 


5     J 
1 


& 


870 


REPORT  OF   THE 


JS 


V 
3 


V 


a>  oo 

c©  -* 

00  e» 


00 

fr- 
et 


©  00  -* 

ooot 
mooe» 


09 


co 
at  oo 


I 


& 


8 

9 


CO 

©  ft* 

a  a 

o  J 

v  « 
bfi  3D 

l 


s 
! 

C9 

1 

bf) 


0 
O 


00 


09 


13  M 

8  • 


£ 


o  o 

19 


3 

a 

•0 

0 

o 

•3£8 

•w4   •*■*    +* 

1  8  - 

0   S  O 

<*a  •*»  *a 

0   0  0 

0  9  0 

OO  O 

3  9  cs 

WPQCQ 


oo 


09 

I 


0 
O 

I 


0 

8 


* 


0 

2 

a. 
"S 

1 

*s 

M 
CO 

bi 

0 


a 
& 

i 

t-i 
•+» 

0 
0 
O 

§ 

m 


I 


> 
a 

8 

»* 
«8 

« 

1 


g 


00 


oo 


£ 


o>  o» 

CO  i-H 

oo  o» 

CM  © 


CM 


00 


^  00 

CO  i-H 

CO  *H 
CO 


CO 


09 


00 


S 


h 

8 
9 


9 

si 

H     BO 

***    M 

9  bO 

•a  .a 

O  o 

I9 

Ob  TS 

oft 


•o 

00 


8 
a. 


0 
0 
O 


© 


a> 

1 

0 


0 
0 


00 


o  6  o 

3  «  3 
o  o       © 


°  § 


0 

0    . 

ii 

O   O 


a 
8 


0 
0 
O 

I 


C9 

a 

8 


o 

S 


SECRETARY  OF   THE   INTERIOR. 


871 


p-l  *i  ©  •*  c* 

oeienco 
»o  •■«  <o      -* 


00 


•«* 


*3  CO 


I 

s 

I 

2 

"o 


v 


a 

8 


8.6 

©  a 

a  a 

2  • 

a  s 

►»  >»  >»  ^i  ►» 

03  PQ  pQ  pQ  PQ 


■S  § 

b  m  < 

§  a  p 
*&> 

588 

ass 

o  o  o 

t*      tm      E» 

©    V    «» 

ass 

888 

C   C   fl 


CO  ■♦  »M  K5  o»  eo 

toooteoio 

Onnttooot 

eo  <m  •-•  c*  c* 


55 

P     P 

88 


«S 


1"8 

3  a 


a 

g 
a 

38 

•S-3  2 


« 

O 

tots 

V    OB 

*  i 

a 


& 


9 


9 

i 

a 

«2 

5 
o 

> 

a 


a 


^!§ 


q    O    4) 

*i5  *•-•  ** 

o  o  o 


0 
9 
O 


a 
9 

Q 


1§1 


•ag  S8  § 

"Si-It 

JA  Js  A  -o  2 

»•  5*  M  M  o 

3   O   O   O    C 

a 

bo 

a 

p  p  ots 

9  9  9  o 

o  o  o*g 

i§§8 


T3  T3  *C  73 


0 
o 


£ 


872 


BE  POST  Of  TQS 


Journal  of  convicts  of  the  Penilep 


No. 


1 

2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 
]5 
16 

17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 

30 
31 


32 
33 
34 

35 
36 
37 
38 

39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 


Name.     When  received. 


E.L Jan.    2,1851 

S.  S Jan.  16,1851 


J.  B. 
J.  R. 


A.     1  •  •  •  • 

M.  McP. 

W.W... 

J.D 

J.H 

J.F 

xi.  M .  •  •  • 


Jan.  17,  1851 
Mar.  18,  1851 

Jan.  10  1852 
Apr.    2,1852 

Apr.  23. 1852 
July  23,  1852 
Aug.  14,  1852 
Aug.  16,  1852 
Aug.  23,  1852 


Sex  and  color. 


Black  woman. 
Mulatto  man. 


White  man 
do.... 


Where  born. 


Maryland 
do.. 


.do. 


Black  man 
do... 


W.  £. . . .   Oct.     4,  1852 


J.  McC. 
G.  H.  •  •  • 
A.  L.... 
J.  B 


Dec.  11,  1852 
Jan.  19,  1853 

do 

1  Jan.  30,  1853 


J.W.  M. 
E.  M . . . . 
AH.  G. 
J.  P 

»v.      i\  .  «  .  . 

A.  L..  . 
E.S.... 


G.  A.  B.  • 

J.  S 

J.  F.  W. 

A.  S 

C.C 

N.  G.  8. 


J.C 

P.    £1. • . • 


w.  c. .. 

A.  A.  F.  • 
G.  M.... 

C.  B 

R.  W.... 
G.  R.  K. 
W.  D.... 


\Jm       fk  .   .   .   . 

J.  R 

H.  W  ... 
W.W... 

J.T 

W\  P. .. . 

A.  P 

G.S 

E.  H.... 
J.  S 


Feb.  1,1853 
Feb.  19,  1853 
Mar.    1,1853 

do 

June  27,  1853 

do 

July  11,  1853 

July  15,  1853 
Aug  2,1853 
Aug.  16, 1853 
Mar.  6,1854 
Mar.  10, 1854 
Apr.  26, 1854 

May  16, 1654 
June  17, 1854 


July    5,1854 

.  .  .  .  .  iflOi  •  •  a  .  . 

July  7,1854 
July  10, 1854 
do 


White  man  . . . 

■  a  •  •  .  .0 O....... 

Mulatto  man.. 

Black  boy 

Black  woman.. 
White  man .... 


District  of  Columbia . 


do.. 

Maryland 


.do. 


.do, 


•  •  •  •  »oo ...... 

do 


Black  boy, 


July  14, 1854 
July  28, 1854 

July  29, 1854 
Aug.  1,1854 
Sept.  7, 1854 
Dec.  12, 1854 
do 


Dec.  13, 1854 

do 

Dec.  14, 1854 

do 

Dec.  10, 1854 


White  man.... 
White  boy  . . . . 

Black  boy 

Mulatto  boy... 
White  man 
Mulatto  man . . 
do 


Black  woman.. 
Mulatto  boy . .  • 
White  man  . . . 
White  woman. 
White  man  . . . 
White  boy.... 

White  man  . . . 
do 


Mulatto  man.. 
White  man  . . . 
do 


•  .  .  .  .  .GO  ...... 

do 


•  .  .  .  .  .GO  .  .  .  .  • 

do 


.do 


do 

Mulatto  boy . . . 
Mulatto  man. . 
Black  man.... 
Mulatto  man.. 
do 


do 

Black  woman. 
White  boy... 


District  of  Columbia . 

do. 

do 

Maryland ....  • 

Illinois 


Age. 


South  Carolina 

At  sea 

District  of  Columbia . 
do 


North  Carolina 

Maryland , 

District  of  Columbia . 
do 


.do. 


.  •  •  •  .GO.  .......... 

do 


do 

Maryland .......... 

District  of  Columbia 

Maryland 

Pennsylvania 

Virginia 


Ireland 

North  Carolina. 


Virginia 

Maryland. , 

Pennsylvania 

Germany , 

Prussia , 

Ohio 

District  of  Columbia 


.do. 
.do, 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Pennsylvania , 

District  of  Columbia 

Maryland , 

irginia , 


38 
45 

25 
29 

27 
30 

30 
24 
21 
18 
50 
27 

25 
21 
31 
17 


37 
39 
22 
22 

28 
22 
24 

21 
24 

16 
23 
35 

23 
25 
40 
40 
19 


Where  con- 
victed. 


Washington. 

.  . . . .GO  ....  * 

.  •  .  .  .  GO.  .... 
.  •  .  .  .GO.  ..... 

.  .  .  .  .  GO.  .  •  .  .  • 

•  •  •  .  .  GO.  ..... 

■  .  .  .  .GO.  •  •  •  •  • 

.  •  a  »  .GO.  .... 

•  •  .  .  .  GO.  ..... 

.  . . . .GO. ..... 

.  .  .  •  .GO.  ..... 

Wythe  C.H., 
Washington. 

.  .  .GO.  .  .  .  . « 

a  . .GO  a . .  •  . 
.  .  .GO.  .  •  .  .  « 


35  . 

19 

13 

15 

39 

22 

22 

25 
18 
19 
24 
29 
16 

32 
28 


. . .GO. .... 

a  . .GO.  ..... 

.  .  .GO.  .  .  . .  *j 

... GO. a •  .  . 

a  .  .GO*  .... 
a  . .GO. a  a . .  ■ 

...  GO.  ..... 


■  .  .GO.  .... 

Washington. 

.  .  .GO.  .... 


i 


.  .  .GO.  ...... 

_  .  .  .  GO.  .  .  . .  * 

Clarksburg  Gi 

H.,  Va.     ! 

Washington. 

RaIeighftr.C. 


Washington.; 

•  .  a  .  .GO.  •  •  •  •  «| 

•  a  .  .  .GO.  .  .  •  •  A 
.  a  a  .  .GO*  .  .  .  •  J 

■  a  •  .  .GO.  ....  a) 
.  .  .  a  .GO.  a  .  .  .  • 

■  a  .  ..d0..a**H 


.  •  .  a  •  GO.  •«•••• 

•  .  .  .  .dO*  •••••: 

•  • . .  .do.  ••»••} 

•  a  •  •  .dO*  •••••J 
■  a  .  .  .dO*  «  •  ••« 

. . . .  .do.  •  •••« 
■  • .  •  .do.  •  •••« 

•  • • . .do. •  •••« 

.  .  a  .  .  dO.  .  .  ■  •  • 

•  •  •  ..do....** 
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tiary  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


•I 


3 
4 


Crime. 


Larceny 

Arnault    and    battery, 

with  intent  to  kill. 

Larceny • 

Assault    and    battery, 

with  intent  to  kill. 

Larceny 

Assault    and    battery, 

with  intent  to  kill. 

Murder , 

Manslaughter 

Larceny , 

...do , 


.do. 


Robbing  IT.  S.  mail. . . . 


Term  of 
sentence. 


Employment. 


Kesri. 

6 

8 

10 
6 


Discharged. 


Cooking 


Shoemaking. 
do 


•do. 


Larceny • 

Arson 

Receiving  stolen  goods. 
Assault    and    battery, 
with  intent  to  kill. 

Forgery 

Robbing  U.  S.  unil 

Larceny 

...do 


,  •  •  .do  ..•••■••••••••••• 

Burglary 

Assault    and    battery, 
with  intent  to  kill. 

Larceny 

Arson 

,  •  •  .do  .•■.«........*..• 

Larceny 

Burglary 

Robbing  U.  S.  mail.  •  • . 


Manslaughter 

Passing  counterfeit  coin 


Larceny 

Kidnapping 

Forgery 

Receiving  stolen  goods  . 
Larceny .............. 


.do 


Assault  and  battery,  with 
intent  to  commit  rape. 


.do. 


do. 


Arson  and  larceny 

Larceny 

•  •  •  .do •  •  •  •• 


.do 


...do... 
i .  •  .do..  • 
Rape ... 
Larceny 
...do... 


Life. 
8 
4 
3J 

7| 
10 

B 
5 
3 
3 

6 
10 
4 
4 
5 

3 
13 
13 

6 

iS» 

4 

10     from 
Nov.  93, 

1853. 

1{ 

4 

a 

9 
3 
4 

9 

6 

1 

a* 

3 
1 


•  ••/•do 

Steward 

Shoemaking  . . . 

do..?!.... 


Carpentry, 


Shoemakimr. .  • . 
.....do........ 

•  ••••do 

•  •  ■  ■  «dO  •••••«•• 


•do. 
•do. 
•do, 
•do, 
.do. 
.do, 
.do 


•  •  •  •  »oo .....  .  .  . 

Laborer 

Shoemaking. . . . 


do.. 

Carpentry. 


Pardonr  J. 


April  2, 1856 


Aug.  14, 1856 
Feb.  16, 1856 


Dec.  11, 1856 


Jan.  30,  1656 


.{Nov.  16, 1855. 
.  Jan.  17, 1856. 


Apr.  14, 1856. 


July  11,  1856. 
July  15, 1856. 


Shoemaking, 
•  ••••do 


June  25, 1856. 


.....do Jan.    5,1856 

,  Carpentry ! ' 

i  Shoemaking. ••. ' 

do ■  July  10,  1856 

do do 

.do July  14,  1856 

>  Laborer ' 


•do ' Nov.  16,1855. 

.do i 


■  ••••a  *QO  ■*...... 

|  Shoemaking.... 


Mar.   7,1856 


Laborer I  Dec.  13, 1855 

^  hoemakiug. . . .   June  13, 1856 
do ' , 


.do i , 

•do !  Dec  16,1855 
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JOURNAL  OF  CONVICTS— Continued. 


No. .  Name. 


When  received. 


49  KM.... 
5n  |  M.  B.... 

51  S.  F.  L.. 

52  '  J.  K  .... 

53  G.  B.  •  • . 

54  G.  8 

55  M.  A.  S.. 

56  A.  W  ..  • . 

57  8.  S 

58  G.  E.... 

59  G.  M.... 

60  G.  A.  W. 

61  J.  W.  •  •  . 

62  J.  H 

63  J.  B 

64  W.  Y.... 

65  J.  F.  B.. . 

66  !  J.  M.  M.. 

67  J.  W.  M. 

Do  J.  Iv.  .  •  •  . 

69  W.D.... 

70  J.F.J... 

71  S.D 

72  M.  B.... 

73  C.  W. ... 

74  L.  B 

75  J.  M.... 

76  W.  E.  .. 

77  A.  W.  .. 

78  '  J.J 

79  !  G.  R.... 

80  i  J.  T.  R. . 

81  II.  W... 

82  C.  P.  P. . 

83  I  V.O 


Dec.  20, 
Dec.  22, 
Jan.  2, 
Jan.  16, 
Feb.  7, 
do. 


1854 
1854 
1855 
1855 
1855 


Sex  and  color. 


Black  woman. . 
Black  man. .  •  •  • 
White  man.... 

•  •  •  •  «oo .«.«.»« 

•  ■  •  •  »oo  «»«•••• 

do 


Where  born. 


Age. 


June 2(>,  1855  ,  White  woman. 
June  30, 1855  j  White  man. . . . 
do i do 


do. 

July  7, 
July  14, 
July  17, 
do. 


1855 
1855 
1855 


July  20, 
July  23, 
Sept.  22, 
Oct.  10, 
Dec.  13, 
Dec.  17, 

Dec.  22, 

do. 

Dec.  23, 
Dec.  28, 
Dec.  29, 

do. 

do. 

Jan.  I, 
Jan.  4, 
Jan.  15, 
Jan.  26, 
Jan.  24, 


1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1855 

1855 

1855 
1855 


Black  man. . . . 

do 

White  man. . . . 
Black  man.... 
Mulatto  man.. 
Black  man.... 
do 


District  of  Columbia.   25 

Maryland j  29 

Kentucky '  35 

23 
18 
18 
45 
26 
24 
36 
24 
24 
19 
22 
21 


do 

White  man....! 
White  boy 


.do. 


1856, 

1856, 

1856 

1856 

1856 


Black  man.... 
White  boy.... 

Black  girl 

Black  woman.  • 
White  man.... 
Black  man.... 
White  man.... 

Black  boy 

Black  girl 

White  man. 
Mulatto  man.. 
White  man .  . 
.....do 


84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 

90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 


i  J.  A 

W  M... 
W. W.  B.  E. 

C.  B 

J.T 

D.  D.... 

G.  H. •  • . 

B.C 

J.  B 

J.  w.  s. 

1V\  S.  •  ■ . 
G.  W.  .. 
J.  E.  B. . 

h.  a... 

J.  W.  D. 
R.  T.  •  • . 
J.  c 


Mar.  11,  1856 
Mar.  12,  1856 

Mar.  16,  1856 
Mar.  24,  1856 
Mar.  25,  1856 
June  23,  1856 
June  24,  1856 
June  26,  1856 


June 
June 
June 
July 
July 
Aug. 
Aug. 


28,  1856 

30,  1856 

27,  1856 

8,  1856 

30,  1856 

3,  1856 

8,  1856 

do 


Black  man 
Mulatto  man.. 


Pennsylvania 
District  of  Columbia. 

•  •••.do... 

Scotland 

District  of  Columbia. 

do 

Virginia.. 

District  of  Columbia. 

do 

.....do 

do 

Virginia 

Maryland j  22 

District  of  Columbia.!  23 

Virginia • . .!  22 

Maryland 18 

Germany J  17 

Virginia ...j  24 

District  of  Columbia.   13 

....  do !  16 

do .  30 

Vermont 22 

District  of  Columbia.'  17 

Ireland j  26 

!  16 

District  of  Columbia.1  20 

Maryland 22 

District  of  Columbia . 

Maryland. 

do 


District  of  Columbia.   23 
Havana , 


24 
35 
30 


26 

Black  boy \  Virginia 15 

.do *  District  of  Columbia.    19 

White  man.  ..    England 34 

Black  man.... 

Black  boy 

White  man .  . . 


Aug. 
Aug. 
Sep. 


10,1856 
31,1856 
12, 1856 


Black  man 
White  woman . 

White  boy 

Bla< k  man.... 
White  man. . . . 
do 


Maryland 

District  of  Columbia. 
....  .do 


24 
16 
20 

23 

30 
District  of  Columbia.  I  17 


do. 

Ireland. 


Virginia 27 

District  of  Columbia.  26 
Maryland 26 

do j  District  of  Columbia.   34 

do 


do 

Black  man.... 
do 


.do. 


Virginia  ........... 

District  of  Columbia. 
do 


21 
20 
19 
24 


Where  con- 
victed. 


) 

Washington. 

.... .do. . • 

....  aflO.  •  . 
....  .GO.   .   . 

..... GO.  • . 
....  .QO. • • 

....  a  QO.  •  • 
....  . QO.  a  a 

..... GO. • . 

•  a  .  .  .  QO*  a  • 
■  *  a  .  . .QO.  •  a 

*  .  .  •  .  QO.  a  a 
.... .QO. • • 
....  .GO*  a • 
• • • • .dO. a • 

....  .QO.  . . 
....  .GO. • . 

Staunton,  Va 
Washington . 


■  • .do. . • 

.  .  .dO.  a  a 
a  . .dO.  . a 

• . .do. • . 

■  •  .dO.  a  a 
a  a. dO.  a  a 

•  a.  dO.  a  • 
.  ..dO.  a  a 
a  •  .GO.  .  . 

•  • .do.  •  ■ 

.  a. GO.  a  a 

•  ..dO.  a  a 

■  ..GO.  .  a 

•  ..dO.  .a 

a  a. GO.  •  a 
.  ..dO.  .  a 

a  ..GO.  .  • 

•  .  .dO*  •  a 

■  ..dO.  •  • 

•  ■ .  do. .  . 

a  ..dO.  •  a 

a  .  .UO.  .  a 

.  ..do.  •• 
• .  •  do.  •  • 

.  ..GO. a • 
.  •  •  GO.  •  a 

a . .GO. . . 

• ..do... 
.  •  .do.  •  • 
.  ..do. . . 

.  .  .dO.  a  . 

a  a  •  dO.  .  • 

•  •  •  do.  •  • 


•i 


•i 
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JOURNAL  OF  CONVICTS— Continued. 


I 


3* 


6s 


8 


3 
3 

1 
9 


Crime. 


Terms  of 
sentence. 


Larceny. 
...do... 


False  pretences. 

Larceny 

Arson 


.do, 


Larceny 
. . .  .do. .  • 


....do 

Burglary 

Larceny 

.  •  •  .do 

, . •  .do •••••••. 

False  pretences 

Larceny 

False  pretences 

Assault  and  battery 

Robbing  U.  S.  mail .  • . . 

Larceny 

Horse  stealing 

Larceny • . 


.do, 


.  •  •  .do , 
. • • .do, 
. . .  .do. 


.do. 
.do. 


....do 

.  •  •  .do  ••••••••••••■••• 

Arson..... 

Manslaughter. 

Forgery 

Assault    and     battery, 
with  intent  to  kill. 

Larceny 

Assault    and    battery,  ! 
with  intent  to  kill. 

Larceny 

...  do. •••••••  •••••••• 

Manslaughter 

Larceny • 

....do 


Assault    and     battery, 
with  intent  to  kill. 

Larceny 

. . .  .do.... 

•  •  •  .QO  .«■••••  .•••••••••! 

....do 


Burglary 

False  pretences, 

Larceny 

...do 


•  •  •  .do. • • 
Arson  . . 
Larceny 


Years. 

U 
l 

4 

1* 

4 

4 

3 

u 
u 

4 

u 

I' 

3 
1 
1 
5 
10 
1 
5 
3* 
1 
1 
1 

2* 
2* 
1 

n 

3 
5 

8 

3* 
4 

n 

4 

1 
1 
7 
1 
3 
3 

1 
1 

2* 
1 
4 
4 

6 
b' 
6 
5 

11 


Employment. 


Discharged.    »    Pardoned 


Shoe  rr<aking.... 

•  .  •  .  •  .QO  .....a.. 

do 


•  • • •  •  .QO ........ 

do 


.do, 


Aug.  3(1, 1656 
Dec.  32, 1855 


July  16, 1856 


.do. 

'.do, 
.do. 


Barber 

Shoemaking.... 

• • • ■ .QO. ....... 

do 

Carpentry 

Laborer 

Shoemaking.... 


Sept.  13, 1856 


July  30,  1856 
July  33, 1856 


.do. 


.do. 


T 


•do. 
.do. 
.do. 


I 


Carpentry.., 
Shoemaking. 

Carpentry. . . 


Shoemaking. 


Sept.  3,  1856 
Mar.  15,"  1856 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do, 
.do. 


.<!o. 


do 

Laborer 

Shoemaking. 
Tailoring . . . 


Shoemaking, 

do- . . ., 

do 

do 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Number  of  convicts  in  the  penitentiary  September  90, 1855  •• •••••  S5 

Number  of  convict*  received  in  the  penitentiary  duriqg  the  year 15 

100 

Number  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence 90 

Number  pardoned • • 8 

28 

Remaining  in  the  penitentiary  September  90, 1856 72 

Who  are  apportioned  as  follows: 

Barbering •••••• 1 

Shoemaking, 47 

Cooking •  2 

Baking 1 

Steward 1 

Tailoring.... • 1 

Labor 4 

Women  shoe  binding,  washing,  Sic 8 

Carpentry,  farmed  out  as  laborers • 6 

Gardening •••• 1 

""15 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHAPLAIN. 


Washington  Crrr,  D.  C, 

October  1,  1856. 

Sir:  I  now,  in  accordance  with  your  suggestion,  make  a  brief  an- 
nual report,  as  chaplain  to  the  United  States  Penitentiary  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

It  will  be  expected,  of  course,  that  the  statements  I  may  make  will 
be  confined  chiefly  to  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  prisoners,  and 
here  permit  me  to  say  that  I  regret  that  no  greater  perceptible  change 
has  taken  place  for  the  better  since  my  last  annual  report.  While 
they  se',»m  to  hail  the  return  of  the  Sabbath  with  pleasure,  kneel  be- 
fore God  with  apparent  devotion,  and  listen  with  respectful  and  pro- 
found attention  to  the  Word  preached,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  hearts 
of  most  of  them  are  still  "  estranged  from  God."  But,  while  we  do 
not,  and  indeed  cannot,  reasonably  look  for  the  same  results  that 
might  justly  be  anticipated  from  the  same  amount  of  ministerial  labor 
bestowed  on  a  congregation  of  ordinary  hearers,  it  is  our  opinion  that 
God,  to  some  extent,  has  given  his  Word  success.  My  firm  belief  in 
the  promises  of  the  Gospel  will  not  allow  me  to  despair  of  greater  suc- 
cess, for  while  it  is  said  "God  is  able  of  these  stones  to  raise  up 
children  unto  Abraham,"  we  say  He  is  able  of  these  children  of  the 
wicked  one  to  raise  up  sons  and  daughters  unto  the  Lord  Almighty. 

Many  of  the  prisoners  manifest  a  disposition  to  cultivate  and  inform 
their  minds  by  reading,  and  receive  the  books  weekly  with  joy.  The 
comparatively  few  volumes  of  the  present  library,  however,  which  have 
been  a  source  of  great  interest  and  comfort  to  them,  have  become  so 
defaced  by  constant  use  for  a  number  of  years  that  many  of  them  are 
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nearly  worthless .  Allow  me,  sir,  respectfully  to  ask  you  to  lay  before 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  your  next  report,  the  importance  of 
having  a  new  and  carefully  selected  library  for  the  penitentiary,  which 
no  doubt  would  contribute  greatly  to  the  improvement  of  the  moral 
condition  of  the  prisoners.  How  could  a  few  hundred  dollars  be  more 
advantageously  appropriated  than  in  purchasing  books  for  the  eleva- 
tion of  these  unfortunate  outcasts  of  human  society. 

I  am  still  pleased  with  the  influence  that  the  matron  seems  to  exert 
npon  the  female  portion  of  the  convicts.  They  seem  to  have  under- 
gone a  decided  improvement  since  her  connexion  with  them. 

Permit  me,  in  closing  this  brief  and  hastily  prepared  report,  to  say 
that  I  admire  the  harmony  that  prevails  among  the  officers  of  the 
institution,  and  the  kindness  manifested  by  all  towards  the  unfortu- 
nate prisoners. 

Finally,  I  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  you,  sir,  the  deputy  war- 
den,- and  other  officers,  for  the  uniform  kindness  and  attention  shown 
me  on  all  occasions. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  R.  RICHARDS,  Chaplain. 

To  the  Warden 

of  the  United  States  Penitentiary,  D.  C. 


report  op  the  physician. 

United  States  Penitentiary, 

October  1,  1856. 

Sir  :  Since  the  date  of  our  last  report  little  has  transpired  in  the 
hospital  department  of  this  institution  worthy  of  being  brought  to 
your  notice.  The  health  of  the  convicts  during  the  present  year  has 
been  unusually  good.  Subject  to  no  epidemic,  the  percentage  of  dis- 
ease is  much  below  that  of  any  previous  year  since  I  have  been  attached 
to  the  institution. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  call  your  attention  to  convict  Barnes,  who 
has  for  some  months  been  subject  to  periodical  attacks  of  violent 
insanity,  rendering  coercive  means  necessary  to  restrain  him  from 
committing  acts  of  violence.  This  man  is  at  all  times  during  the 
intervals  of  these  attacks  of  violent  insane  impulses  in  a  semi-idiotic 
condition,  incapable  of  doing  any  labor,  and  requiring  the  supervision 
of  an  attendant. 

The  only  other  case  which  claims  a  special  notice  at  my  hands  is 
that  of  convict  Lucas. 

This  man  has  been  confined  to  his  bed  more  than  six  months  with 
an  affection  of  the  spine,  which  he  affirms  has  rendered  him  incapable 
of  assuming  any  but  the  recumbent  position. 

Having  exhausted  every  system  of  treatment  which  suggested  itself 
to  my  mind  as  possibly  affording  a  chance  of  relieving  this  patient, 
without  his  acknowledging  himself  at  all  benefited,  I  have  been 
finally  induced  to  abandon  all  medical  treatment  of  him.   Whilst  I  am 
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unable,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  to  determine  satisfactorily,  I 
cannot  altogether  divest  my  mind  of  a  suspicion  that  this  man  may 
have  been  melingering. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  Y.  P.  GARNETT,  M.  D. 
To  Thomas  Thornlbt,  Esq., 

Warden  United  States  Penitentiary,  Washington,  D.  C. 


MATRON'S  REPORT. 

Female  Department  of  the  U.  S.  Penitentiary, 

Washington,  October  1,  1856. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  herewith  transmit  a  statement  of 
the  affairs  of  this  department  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1856. 
On  the  1st  day  of  October,  1855,  there  were  confined  eight  female 
convicts,  of  whom  three  have  been  discharged,  their  term  of  sentence 
having  expired,  and  one  pardoned.  During  the  past  year  four  con- 
victs have  been  received ;  at  present  there  are  eight  confined,  three  are 
white  and  five  colored,  a  part  of  whom  are  employed  in  washing,  iron- 
ing, and  sewing  for  the  male  convicts,  and  the  remainder  in  binding 
shoes  for  the  use  of  the  shoe  factory. 

The  actual  amount  in  cash  received  for  the  labor  of  the  convicts  in 
this  department  is  very  small,  being  simply  the  amount  received  from 
persons  attached  to  the  prison  who  have  their  apparel  attended  to. 
However,  I  flatter  myself  that  the  quantity  of  work  done  will  satisfy 
you  that  the  time  of  the  convicts  has  not  been  frivolously  spent. 
During  the  past  year  there  have  been — 

Shoes  bound 2,038  pairs. 

Clothes  washed  and  ironed 1,950  dozen. 

Clothes  mended 384    " 

Clothes  made , 193  pieces. 

Exclusive  of  some  fancy  work  and  their  own  necessary  requirements 
attended  to. 

This  department,  as  you  are  aware,  is  entirely  deficient  of  all  the 
improved  conveniences  requisite  for  a  laundry ;  indeed  it  is  surprising 
how  so  much  work  is  accomplished  with  the  old  fashioned  stoves, 
boilers,  etc. 

The  health  of  the  convicts  under  my  charge  has  been  remarkably 
good,  being  entirely  free  from  all  infectious  or  contagious  diseases. 
It  has  been  my  principal  care  to  enforce  a  rigid  discipline,  especially 
in  respect  to  cleanliness,  so  requisite  to  health,  and  lam  happy  to  say 
that  the  convicts  now  anticipate  my  wishes  by  removing  every  speck 
likely  to  offend.  Since  I  have  had  charge  of  this  department  I  bare 
found  my  situation  very  trying,  and  almost  despaired  of  establishing 
good  order  or  industry.  Previous  to  my  appointment,  as  you  are 
aware,  the  female  convicts  had  no  person  of  their  own  sex  to  instruct 
them,  and  consequently  they  too  frequently  indulged  in  their  old 
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habits  and  prejudices,  so  difficult  to  eradicate.  I  think,  however,  I 
may  assert  there  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  their  deportment. 
They  evidently  have  better  ideas  of  discipline,  and  are  more  obedient, 
neat,  and  orderly.  They  make  strong  endeavors  to  control  their 
former  untutored  and  unruly  tempers,  and  many  seem  desirous  of  im- 
proving their  minds.  I  seldom  see  manifested  now  that  callous  and 
indifferent  manner  that  used  to  almost  discourage  me  when  I  first 
came  among  them.  Their  faults  are  more  trivial  and  less  frequent 
than  formerly,  and  they  soon  show  a  spirit  of  submission  and  often  of 
repentance. 

May  they  be  sincere  in  their  endeavors  and  professions,  and  may 
the  Almighty  give  them  strength  to  correct  their  old  habits  and  lead 
virtuous  and  useful  lives.     To  you,  sir,  and  any  of  those  who  may 
have  given  me  any  aid,  I  offer  my  sincere  thanks. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  F.  MARCERON,  Matron. 

Thomas  Thorxlsy,  Esq., 

Warden. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OP  THE  60YERMBRT  BG8PITAL  FOB  TBI  IRSAH. 


Compendium  of  the  report  upon  the  continuation  of  the  erection  of  the 
Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  for  the  year  ending  October  31, 
1856. 

The  lodge  for  colored  insane  is  now  essentially  complete,  and  is  be- 
lieved to  be  thoroughly  adapted  to  the  peculiar  purpose  it  was  de- 
signed to  fulfil. 

The  finished  wing  of  the  main  hospital  edifice,  a  portion  of  which 
has  now  been  occupied  for  nearly  two  years,  has  proved  to  be,  in  all 
essential  particulars,  an  architecturally  and  mechanically  sound  struc- 
ture, while  experience  in  the  use  of  this  part  of  it  has  abundantly 
testified  to  the  eminent  fitness  of  the  entire  design  of  the  hospital 
for  the  convenient  and  successful  management  of  all  classes  of  the  in- 
sane. 

The  works  for  the  supply  of  water,  for  the  manufacture,  storage, 
and  use  of  gas,  and  for  warming  the  house,  has  given  general  satis- 
faction. 

All  your  estimates  for  the  further  prosecution  of  this  work,  sub- 
mitted wi:h  your  last  annual  report,  received  the  concurrence  of 
Congress,  which,  at  the  close  of  its  first  session,  made  appropriations 
for  the  erection  of  a  barn  and  mechanics'  shop,  for  building  a  wall  of 
inclosure,  and  for  continuing  the  design  of  the  hospital,  so  as  to  in- 
clude the  centre  and  two  sections  of  the  east  wing. 

The  barn  is  being  erected  with  bricks  already  on  hand,  and  has 
been  pushed  forward  with  all  practicable  despatch.  It  has  now 
reached  the  foot  of  the  second  story. 

The  mechanics'  shop  and  wall  of  inclosure  will  not  be  commenced 
till  after  bricks  for  the  purpose  are  made  in  the  spring. 

The  foundation  of  the  continuation  of  the  hospital  are  already  un- 
der way,  and  will  be  in  readiness  to  begin  to  receive  the  superstructure 
in  the  early  part  of  the  next  season. 

The  foundations  are  being  laid  of  the  blue  gneiss  which  composes 
the  foundations  of  most  of  the  public  buildings  in  the  District. 

Inasmuch  as  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriations  already  made 
will  be  only  fairly  begun  at  its  expiration  on  the  fourth  of  March 
next,  I  shall  not  propose  that  you  ask  of  this  Congress  any  further 
aid  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  of  completing  the  hospital  edifice; 
but  I  think  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  for  the  improvement  of  the 
grounds,  farm  and  garden,  and  for  the  purchase  of  agricultural  and 
horticultural  implements  and  machinery,  would  be  as  wise  and  bene- 
ficial as  it  would  be  highly  appreciated. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  H.  NICHOL8, 

Superintendent. 
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Office  of  the  Continuation  of  the 

Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

October  1,  1856. 

Sir:  The  lodge  for  colored  insane,  which,  at  the  date  of  my  last  an- 
nual report,  was  "  enclosed  and  just  ready  to  pass  into  the  hands  of 
the  plasterers,"  is  now  essentially  complete. 

Having  been  built  under  the  advantages  of  less  haste  and  more  ex- 
perience, it  is  a  better  structure,  in  proportion  to  its  cost  and  preten- 
sions, than  the  finished  wing  of  the  main  hospital  edifice  ;  and  it  is 
believed  that  its  internal  architecture  and  filling  up  are  thoroughly 
adapted  to  the  peculiar  purposes  they  were  designed  to  fulfil. 

under  the  pressure  of  a  necessity  more  urgent  than  the  entire  with- 
drawal of  the  colored  insane  from  the  main  house,  apart  of  the  lodge 
has  been  used  the  past  summer  for  lodgings  for  farm  hands.  An  ap- 
propriation, made  at  the  close  of  the  first  session  of  the  present  Con- 
gress, for  the  erection  of  a  building  to  contain  dormitories  for  me- 
chanics and  farm  hands,  will  soon  relieve  the  quarters  from  this  tem- 
porary diversion  of  a  part  of  their  accommodations  from  their  legiti- 
mate use. 

It  gives  me  the  most  unfeigned  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  report  that 
the  present  wing  of  the  main  hospital,  a  portion  of  which  has  now 
been  finished  and  occupied  nearly  two  years,  has  proved  to  be,  in  all 
essential  particulars,  an  architecturally  and  mechanically  sound  struc- 
ture, while  experience  in  the  use  of  this  part  of  it  has  abundantly 
testified  to  the  eminent  fitness  of  the  entire  design  for  the  convenient 
management  of  all  classes  of  the  insane. 

The  site  of  the  remainder  of  the  design  is  a  perfectly  level  table, 
but  the  present  wing  was  built  upon  a  gentle  slope,  and  considerations 
of  economy  made  it  expedient,  if  not  necessary,  to  place  the  base  of 
the  foundation  of  the  different  sections  upon  steps,  or  levels,  varying 
in  elevation,  and  in  distance  from  the  natural  surface.  An  extensive 
range  of  buildings,  based  upon  such  a  foundation,  is  very  liable  to 
settle  unequally,  and  the  least  deplorable  consequences  of  such  une- 
qual settlement  are  the  appearances  of  numerous  cracks  in  the  walls 
and  ceilings,  the  unfitting  of  doors,  and  a  general  impairment  of  the 
beauty,  strength,  and  durability  of  the  structure. 

I  cannot  say,  with  absolute  truth,  that  no  such  blomishes  have  made 
their  appearance  in  this  work,  but  they  are  so  few  and  small  as  not  to 
form  any  substantial  exception  to  the  testimony  I  have  just  borne  to 
its  general  soundness  and  consequent  beauty  and  durability. 

The  works  for  the  supply  of  water,  manufacture,  storage,  and  use 
of  gas,  and  for  heating  the  bouse,  have  proved  highly  satisfactory. 
Their  importance  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  such  a  household  as 
that  for  which  this  establishment  was  founded,  and  is  being  built  up, 
can  scarcely  be  overestimated. 

As  you  are  well  aware,  your  enlightened  and  liberal  views  in  regard 
to  the  continued  prosecution  of  this  work,  as  expressed  in  your  last 
annual  report  to  the  President,  received  the  full  and  hearty  concur- 
rence of  the  present  Congress,  which,  at  the  close  of  its  first  session, 
made  appropriations  for  the  erection  of  a  barn  and  mechanics'  shon 
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for  building  a  wall  of  enclosure,  and  for  continuing  the  design  of  the 
hospital,  so  as  to  include  the  centre  and  two  sections  of  the  east  wing. 

The  cellar  of  the  barn  has  been  excavated,  the  foundations  of  stone 
laid,  and  the  superstructure  of  bricks  carried  up  to  the  foot  of  the 
second  story.  It  is  intended  to  have  this  much  needed  structure  com- 
pleted by  the  end  of  the  present  month. 

There  were  bricks  enough  on  hand,  left  from  the  previous  work,  to 
build  the  barn,  but  not  more,  and  it  was  thought  that  the  season  was 
so  far  advanced  when  the  appropriations  were  made  as  to  render  it  in- 
expedient to  resume  the  manufacture  of  bricks  this  autumn  ;  there- 
fore the  mechanics'  shop  and  wall  of  enclosure  will  not  be  commenced 
till  spring. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  the  excavations  for  the  barn  having  been 
completed,  the  digging  of  the  cellar  of  the  continuation  of  the  hos- 
pital edifice  was  commenced.  At  this  date  about  four  hundred  cubic 
yards  of  earth  have  been  removed  and  used  in  grading  in  front  of  the 
present  wing. 

It  will  be  an  easy  task  to  complete  the  entire  excavations,  and  have 
the  foundation  laid  in  time  to  receive  the  superstructure,  as  soon  as 
the  bricks  therefor  can  be  made  in  the  spring. 

We  are  using  for  the  foundations  the  blue  gneiss  rock,  quarried 
near  the  canal,  a  short  distance  north  of  Georgetown — the  same 
character  of  stone  which  is  used  in  the  foundations  of  the  present 
wing,  and  in  those  of  most  of  the  other  public  buildings  in  the  Dis- 
trict.    I  believe  no  more  durable  stone  can  be  had  or  is  needed. 

The  delivery  of  foundation  stone  upon  the  hospital  wharf  began  on 
the  26th  of  August ;  since  then  four  hundred  and  eighty  seven  perches 
have  been  delivered,  drawn  to  the  sites  of  the  hospital  and  barn, 
weighed,  and  received ;  which  is  about  one-fourth  of  the  whole  quan- 
tity that  will  be  required  for  all  the  foundations  of  the  buildings  now 
in  hand. 

The  insane  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  of  this  District,  are  now  so 
far  provided  for  as  to  render  the  necessity  for  the  extension  of  their 
accommodations  much  less  urgent  than  was  that  for  the  completion 
of  those  already  in  use,  and  I  am  glad  to  have  your  approval  of  my 
intention  to  prosecute  the  work  of  building  now  before  me,  on  the  one 
hand  with  all  diligence,  and  on  the  other  with  that  deliberation  which 
not  only  contributes  to  economy;  but  which  is  requisite  to  the  attain- 
ment of  the  highest  general  and  special  architectural  and  mechanical 
perfection. 

Inasmuch  as  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriations  already  made 
will  be  only  fairly  begun  at  its  expiration  on  the  4th  o&  Afrrch  next, 
I  shall  not  propose  that  you  ask  of  this  Congress  any  furtner  aid  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  work  of  completing  the  hospital  edifice,  but  I 
think  an  appropriation  of  $5,000,  for  the  improvement  of  the  grounds, 
farm,  and  garden,  and  for  the  purchase  of  agricultural  and  horticul- 
tural implements  and  machinery,  would  be  as  wise  and  beneficial  as 
it  would  be  highly  appreciated. 

The  farm  requires  fencing  and  enrichment  in  every  part.  It  may 
be  styled  the  staple  economical  interest  of  the  establishment,  as  it  is 
the  chief  means  of  the  employment  of  our  patients,  and  every  dollar 
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judiciously  spent  upon  it  will  be  returned  four-fold  in  its  increased 
production  and  the  welfare  of  the  children  of  misfortune  who  look  to 
its  labors  for  health  and  happiness. 
I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  NICHOLS, 
Superintendent. 
Hon.  Robert  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Compendium  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Govern- 
ment Hospital  for  the  Insane  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1856,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  report  states  that  the  board  of  visitors  immediately  after  the 
appointment  on  the  1st  of  July  last,  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of 
March  3,  1855,  of  themselves  and  of  an  ex-officio  secretary,  proceeded 
to  perfect  their  organization  by  the  choice  of  a  president. 

It  proceeds  to  enumerate,  as  among  the  principal  official  labors  of 
the  board  during  the  year,  the  preparation  of  a  code  of  by-laws  for 
the  government  of  themselves  and  the  executive  officers  and  employes 
of  the  institution,  the  election  of  Dr.  William  P.  Young,  of  Wash- 
ington, as  assistant  physician  of  the  institution,  and  the  monthly  in- 
spection of  the  condition  and  management  of  the  hospital. 

Number  of  patients  in  the  house  July  \,  1855. 

From  the  army,  white  male  -  -  -  -      1 

From  the  navy,  white  males  -  -  -  -      0 

—  1 
From  civil  life,  white  males            -            -            -            -    20 
From  civil  life,  white  females          -            -            -            -    32 

—  52 
From  civil  life,  colored  males          -            -            -            -      5 
From  civil  life,  colored  females        -           -           -           -      2 

—  7 


Total 60 


Number  of  admissions  during  ttye  hospital  year  ending  June  30, 1856 

From  the  army,  white  males  -  -  -  -      5 

From  the  navy,  white  males  -  -  -  -    10 

From  the  navy,  colored  male  -  -  -  -      1 

—  16 
From  civil  life,  white  males           -           -           -           -    16 
From  civil  life,  white  females         -           -           -           -    10 

—  26 
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From  civil  life,  colored  males 
From  civil  life,  colored  female 


Total  - 


Number  of  residents  in  the  course  of  the  year. 


-      4 

-      1 

— 

5 

- 

4T 

-    52 

-    42 

_ 

94 

-    10 

-      3 

— 

13 

- 

107 

White  males 
White  females 

Colored  males 
Colored  females 


Total-  .... 

Number  discharged  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

From  civil  life,  recovered,  white  males        -  -  2 

From  civil  life,  recovered,  white  female      -  -  1 

—  3 
From  civil  life,  recovered,  colored  male      -           -                   1 
From  civil  life,  recovered,  white  female      -           -                   1 

—  2 

Total  ------  5 

From  civil  life,  unimproved,  white  male      -  1 

From  civil  life,  died,  white  males    -            -            -  3 

From  civil  life,  died,  white  females            -            -  3 

—  6 
From  civil  life,  died,  colored  male  -  -  -  .  1 
Died,  (from  navy,)  white  male        ....  1 

Recovered,  5 ;  unimproved,  1 ;  died,  8-14 

Number  of  patients  in  the  house  June  30,  1856. 

From  the  army,  white  males  -  -  -  6 

From  the  navy,  white  males  -  -  -  9 

From  the  navv,  colored  male  -  -  1 

—  16 
From  civil  life,  white  males           -           -           -            -    31 
From  civil  life,  white  females          -           -           -            -    37 

—  68 
From  civil  life,  colored  males          -           -            -                  7 
From  civil  life,  colored  females        -                        .            -2 

_      9 

Total 93 
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One  patient  died  of  serous  apoplexy,  one  of  a  spasmodic  affection  of 
the  heart,  and  six  of  chronic  and  hopeless  insanity. 

The  inmates  of  the  institution  have  not  only  enjoyed  a  general  free- 
dom from  disease,  hut  the  health  of  those  who  have  come  to  it  from 
malarious  and  unhealthy  districts  has  been  in  most  instances  decidedly 
improved. 

No  suicide  or  other  violent  accident  has  occurred  since  the  hospital 
was  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients. 

Only  five  per  cent,  of  the  patients  admitted  before  the  1st  of  July, 
1855,  nad  been  insane  less  than  one  year  at  the  time  of  admission, 
while  about  40  per  cent,  of  the  admissions  during  the  year  just  ended 
had  been  insane  less  than  one  year  at  the  time  they  were  received, 
and  were  considered  more  or  less  hopeful  in  respect  to  recovery. 

This  improvement  in  the  recentness  and  prooable  curability  of  the 
patients  received  will  probably  continue  till  it  reaches  a  maximum  of 
about  64  per  cent. 

Some  observations  are  then  submitted,  showing  why  there  will  never 
be  a  much  larger  per  cent,  of  recent  and  hopeful  cases  among  the  ap- 
plicants for  admission  into  any  one  institution. 

Some  statistics  recently  published  show  an  average  of  61  per  cent, 
of  recoveries  among  those  patients  admitted  within  twelve  months  of 
the  attack,  while  the  restorations  among  those  admitted  more  than 
twelve  months  after  the  attack  reach  only  18  per  cent.  While  this  is 
not  the  most  flattering  statement  in  respect  to  the  proportion  of  re- 
coveries in  recent  cases  for  which  authority  could  be  found,  it  is  deemed 
sufficient  to  impress  upon  the  medical  and  other  authorities  concerned 
in  sending  patients  to  this  institution  the  importance  of  subjecting 
every  case  of  insanity  to  hospital  treatment  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

Fifteen  of  the  nineteen  hopeful  cases  admitted  into  the  hospital  the 
past  year  were  received  in  the  course  of  the  last  half  of  the  year, 
which  will,  in  part  at  least,  explain  tho  small  number  of  restorations 
reported. 

The  erection  and  occupancy  of  a  lodge  for  colored  insane  is  believed 
to  be  the  first  and  only  special  provision  for  the  suitable  care  of  the 
African  when  afflicted  with  insanity  which  has  yet  been  made  in  any 
part  of  the  world. 

The  intention  is  announced  of  engaging  all  the  incurable  patients 
who  have  ever  been  accustomed  to  any  form  of  manual  labor  in  some 
wholesome  and  useful  employment,  and  it  is  believed  that  such  em- 
ployment will  not  only  add  to  their  health  and  happiness,  but  con- 
tribute something  towards  their  support. 

The  same  sum  is  asked  for  the  support  and  medical  and  moral  treat- 
ment of  the  patients  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1858,  that 
was  asked  for  their  support  for  the  year  just  begun,  viz:  $20,500. 

BENJAMIN  S.  BOHRER, 

President. 
C.  H.  NICHOLS,  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITORS  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT  HOSPITAL 
FOR  THE  INSANE,  FOR  THE  TEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1856. 

Officers  of  the  Institution, 

VISITORS. 

1.  Benjamin  S.  Bohrer,  M.  D.,  President  of  the  Board. 

2.  Wm.  W.  Corcoran,  Esq. 

3.  Jacob  Gideon,  Esq. 

4.  Professor  Grafton  Tyler,  M.  D. 

5.  Daniel  Ratcufe,  Esq. 

6.  Professor  Thomas  Miller,  M.  D. 

7.  William  Whelan,  M.  D.,  U.  S.  N. 

8.  Robert  C.  Wood,  M.  D.,  U.  8.  A. 

9.  Reverend  P.  D.  Gurley,  D,  D. 

C.  H.  NICHOLS,  M.  D., 
Superintendent  and  ex-qfficio  Secretary  of  the  Board. 
William  P.  Young,  M.  D.,  Assistant  Physician. 


Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

Jtdyl,  1856. 

Immediately  on  being  made  visitors  of  this  hospital  on  the  first  of 
July  last,  by  appointment  of  the  President,  under  the  authority  of  the 
act  of  March  3,  1855,  and  the  appointment  by  yourself,  at  the  same 
time  and  under  the  same  act,  of  a  superintendent  and  ex-offido  secre- 
tary of  the  board,  we  held  a  meeting  in  the  ante-room  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  and  proceeded  to  complete  our  organization  bj 
the  choice  of  a  president.  We  also,  at  the  same  meeting,  designated 
a  committee  to  frame  a  code  of  by-laws  for  the  government  of  ourselves, 
and  of  the  executive  officers  and  employes  of  the  institution. 

On  the  11th  of  July,  the  whole  board  visited  the  hospital  for  the 
first  time,  saw  every  patient,  and  inspected  every  part  of  the  estab- 
lishment. These  visits  of  inspection  and  for  the  transaction  of  needftl 
business  have  been  repeated  once  every  month,  either  by  the  whole 
board,  or  a  committee  of  three  visitors,  and  numerous  informal 
visits  have  at  different  times  been  paid  by  individual  members  of  the 
board. 

The  code  of  by-laws  prepared  by  the  committee  already  referred  to, 
and  adopted  by  the  board,  having  received  your  approval,  has  been 
published,  and  we  think  it  will  prove  well  calculated  to  promote  the 
salutary  discipline  and  best  welfare  of  the  household  of  the  institu- 
tion. 

On  the  19th  of  October  last,  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  held 
at  the  department,  Dr.  Wm.  P.  Young  of  Washington,  was  elected 
assistant  physician  of  the  hospital.  Dr.  Young  immediately  there- 
after entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  position,  which  he  continues  to 
discharge  with  ability  and  fidelity. 
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We  are  glad  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  say,  that  in  the  discharge  of 
the  delicate  and  responsible  duties  of  our  trust,  there  has  been  a  cor- 
dial unanimity  among  ourselves,  and  that  we  have  enjoyed  the  ready 
and  enlightened  co-operation  of  the  various  officials  with  whom  the 
affairs  of  the  hospital  have  brought  us  in  relation.  To  them  and  to 
the  public  our  thanks  are  due  for  the  favor  and  confidence  which  have 
been  accorded  to  our  efforts  to  establish  the  institution  on  a  just  and 
liberal  basis,  and  to  conduct  its  current  affairs  with  the  highest  useful- 
ness and  best  report. 

Number  of  patients  in  the  house  July  1865. 

From  the  army,  white  male 1 

From  the  navy,  white  males 0 

—  1 

From  civil  life,  white  males 20 

From  civil  life,  white  females 32 

—  62 

From  civil  life,  colored  males 5 

From  civil  life,  colored  females 2 

—  7 

Total 60 


Number  of  admissions  during  the  hospital  year  ending  June  30,  1866. 

From  the  army,  white  males 5 

From  the  navy,  white  males 10 

From  the  navy,  colored  male 1 

—  16 

From  civil  life,  white  males 16 

From  civil  life,  white  females 10 

—  26 

From  civil  life,  colored  males 4 

From  civil  life,  colored  female 1 

—  5 

Total 47 

Number  of  residents  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

White  males 52 

White  females. 42 

—  94 

Colored  males 4 10 

Colored  females 3 

—  13 

Total 107 
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Number  discharged  in  the  course  of  the  year,  from  civil  life. 

Recovered,  white  males 2 

Recovered,  white  female 1 

—  3 

Recovered,  colored  male 1 

Recovered,  colored  female 1 

—  2 

Total 5 

Unimproved,  white  female 1 

Died,  white  males 3 

Died,  white  females 3 

—  6 

Died,  colored  male 1 

Died,  (from  navy,)  white  male 1 

Recovered,  5  ;  unimprovedl;  died8;  = 14 

Number  of  patients  in  the  house  June  30,  1856. 

From  the  army,  white  males 6 

From  the  navy,  white  males 9 

From  the  navy,  colored  male 1 

—  16 

From  civil  life,  white  males 31 

From  civil  life,  white  females 37 

—  68 

From  civil  life,  colored  males 7 

From  civil  life,  colored  females 2 

—  9 

Total 93 

One  patient,  a  young  man  with  a  fine  physical  constitution,  recently 
afflicted  with  insanity,  died  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  of  serous  apo- 
plexy; the  death  of  another  male  patient,  an  aged  gentleman,  who  had 
pretty  much  recovered  from  mental  disease,  was  sudden,  and  seemed 
to  have  been  occasioned  by  one  of  those  spasmodic  affections  of  the 
heart  which  often  terminate  a  gradual  martyrdom  to  dyspepsia ;  the 
death  of  the  remaining  six  patients  was  the  natural  termination  of 
that  slow  decay  of  the  bodily  powers  which  usually  accompanies  chronic 
and  hopeless  insanity. 

The  experience  of  the  institution  in  regard  to  healthfulness  now 
properly  extends  back  from  the  date  of  the  employment  (three  years 
ago)  of  a  considerable  number  of  hands  in  building,  though  it  has 
been  in  operation  as  a  hospital  only  about  half  that  length  of  time; 
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and  we  are  glad  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  say  that  the  fears  at  first 
entertained  by  some  of  its  friends,  that  the  site  was  unhealthy,  have 
thus  far  been  happily  disappointed.  Not  as  many  as  half  a  dozen 
cases  of  intermittent  fever,  or  other  form  of  malarious  disease,  have 
occurred  in  the  course  of  the  last  three  years,  either  among  the  resi- 
dents in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  house  or  within  it  since  it  has 
been  occupied,  and  no  one  of  the  three  or  four  cases  of  ague  and 
fever  that  have  taken  place  could  fairly  be  said  to  have  had  its  origin 
here. 

Perhaps  the  eminent  salubrity  of  the  site  is  better  shown  by  the  fact 
that  the  improvement  in  health,  both  of  mechanics  and  laborers,  and 
of  patients  who  have  come  here  from  malarious  districts,  has  been  very 
marked. 

We  also  deem  it  worthy  of  grateful  remark,  that  no  suicide  or  other 
violent  accident  has  occurred  among  the  patients  since  the  house  was 
opened  for  their  reception  in  January,  1855,  though  they  have  been 
peculiarly  exposed  to  such  accidents,  on  Account  of  the  frequent  pre- 
sence everywhere,  within  and  without  an  unfinished  house,  of  me- 
chanics, each  with  the  various  instruments  of  his  own  handicraft. 

Only  five  (5)  or  about  8  per  cent,  of  the  sixty-three  (63)  persons 
admitted  before  the  commencement  of  the  hospital  year  to  which  this 
report  relates,  had  been  insane  for  a  less  period  than  one  (1)  year  at 
the  time  of  admission,  while  of  the  forty-seven  (47)  admitted  this  year 
nineteen  (19)  or  about  forty  (40)  per  cent,  had,  as  well  as  could  be  as- 
certained, been  insane  less  than  one  year,  and  were  piore  or  less  hope- 
ful in  respect  to  recovery. 

This  very  satisfactory  improvement  in  the  character  of  the  patients 
received  the  past  year  is  likely  to  continue  for  two  or  three  years  to 
come,  when  the  proportion  of  recent  cases  to  the  whole  number 
admitted  will  reach  its  maximum  of  about  64  per  cent.,  as  is  made 
to  appear  in  a  late  report  of  the  celebrated  "Friends'  [Retreat" 
near  York,  England,  which  now  sums  up  a  very  carefully  recorded 
experience  of  sixty  (60)  years. 

It  might  at  first  appear  that  when  a  particular  institution  had  been 
in  operation  long  enough  to  receive  all  the  protracted  cases  which  had 
accumulated  in  the  absence  of  convenient  provisions  for  their  accom- 
modation, the  subsequent  admissions  from  the  vicinage  would  be  mostly 
cases  of  short  duration ;  but  a  little  reflection  will  render  it  apparent 
that  the  experience  of  that  ancient  establishment,  just  cited,  is  per- 
fectly consistent  with  the  probabilities  everywhere. 
^  The  thousand  refined  dissipations  of  our  modern  civilization  give 
rise  to  many  cases  and  forms  of  mental  derangement  whose  existence 
is  at  first  debatable ;  and  as  it  has  often  happened  in  the  past,  so  it 
will,  probably,  continue  often  to  happen  in  the  future,  that  the  timid- 
ity, or  affection,  or  pride,  or  cupidity,  or  inability  of  friends,  will 
defer  a  resort  to  hospital  treatment  till  the  disease  becomes  as  con- 
firmed as  it  has  long  been  apparent  and  troublesome. 

The  long  period  covered  by  the  observations  of  the  Retreat,  shows 
an  average  of  61  per  cent,  of  recoveries  among  those  patients  admitted 
within  twelve  (12)  months  of  the  attack,  while  the  restorations  among 
those  admitted  more  than  twelve  (12)  months  after  the  attack  amounts 
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to  only  18  per  cent.  These  observations  are  less  flattering  in  respect 
to  the  proportion  of  recoveries  in  recent  cases  than  some  that  have 
been  furnished  by  a  few  institutions  of  more  limited  experience,  and 
are  therefore  less  likely  to  disappoint  the  hopes  of  friends  and  their 
confidence  in  hospital  treatment. 

This  subject  is  briefly  adverted  to  here  to  impress  the  medical  and 
other  authorities  concerned  in  sending  patients  to  this  institution, 
whether  residing  in  the  District  of  Columoia  or  serving  their  country 
in  the  wilds  of  the  far  west,  or  upon  the  distant  ocean  stations,  of  the 
great  importance  of  the  earliest  possible  attention  to  every  case  of 
mental  disorder,  and  transfer  of  the  subject  of  it  to  the  hospital  gen- 
erously provided  by  the  government  for  its  treatment. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  fifteen  (15)  of  the  nineteen  (19)  admissions 
into  the  hospital  the  past  year,  of  recent  and  hopeful  cases,  took  place 
in  the  last  half  of  the  year,  which  will,  in  part  at  least,  explain  the 
comparatively  small  number  of  restorations  we  are  able  to  report. 

The  erection  and  occupancy  of  a  lodge  for  colored  insane,  possessing 
most  of  the  provisions  of  an  independent  hospital,  inaugurates,  we 
believe,  the  first  and  only  special  provision  for  tne  suitable  care  of  the 
African,  when  afflicted  with  insanity,  which  has  yet  been  made  in  any 
part  of  the  world,  and  is  particularly  becoming  to  the  government  of 
a  country  embracing  a  larger  population  of  blacks  than  is  to  be  found 
in  any  other  civilized  state. 

That  this  establishment  will  afford  a  home  for  life  for  all  its  incur- 
ables ;  that  they  are  separated  from  their  friends,  and  are  independent 
of  them,  and  dependent  upon  the  institution  ;  that  the  soldier  and  the 
sailor  are  habituated  to  obedience  and  order,  are  all  circumstances  which, 
taken  together,  are  calculated  to  give  us  a  more  complete  and  easy 
control  of  the  time  and  habits  of  our  patients  than  has  hitherto  been 
practicable  in  any  American  hospital  for  the  insane. 

It  is  our  aim,  as  a  permanent  policy,  to  turn  these  favorable  circum- 
stances to  account  in  effecting  the  gradual  engagement  of  all  our  in- 
curables who  have  ever  been  accustomed  to  any  form  of  manual  labor 
in  some  wholesome  and  useful  employment. 

Our  efforts  thus  far  have  been  encouraging  beyond  our  most  san- 
guine expectations.  No  accident  has  happened,  though  several  pa- 
tients have  been  intrusted  with  tools  who  had  previously  been  deemed 
dangerous.  Refreshing  and  sound  sleep  has  taken  the  place  of  the 
most  vicious  indulgences ;  palor  and  listlessness  have  given  way  to  rud- 
diness and  strength  ;  and,  above  all,  increased  interest  in  life  and  its 
objects  and  affairs  has  added  light  to  the  eye  and  animation  to  the 
step.  Indeed  we  have  often  been  astonished  to  observe  how  the 
industry  and  good  conduct  of  our  patients  have  kept  even  pace  with 
the  encouragement  and  confidence  they  have  received  at  our  hands. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  the  obvious  duty  of  those  having  the  care 
of  indigent  insane,  for  whom  provision  is  made  at  the  public  expense, 
to  make  them  self-supporting  to  the  extent  that  is  consistent  with 
their  own  good;  and  when  their  personal  welfare  and  their  most 
economical  support  both  demand  the  same  course  of  treatment,  there 
can  be  no  hesitation  in  following  it  with  perseverance. 

As  the  capacity  of  the  hospital  for  at  least  two  years  to  come  will 
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be  the  same  that  it  is  at  present,  we  suggest  that  the  same  sum  be 
asked  for  the  support  of  its  inmates  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1858,  that  was  included  in  your  estimates  for  the  year  upon  which  we 
have  just  entered,  viz :  $20,500. 

The  history  of  the  hospital  the  past  year  has  been  full  of  interest 
and  fruitful  of  events  which  suggest  further  observations ;  but  know- 
ing that  the  experience  of  a  single  year,  and  that  the  first  full  year  in 
the  history  of  the  institution,  may  be  exceptionable,  we  shall  hero 
close  our  report,  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

BENJ.  F.  BOHRER,  President 
C.  H.  NICHOLS,  Secretary. 
Hon.  Robert  McClellan, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ENGINEER  IN  CHARGE  OP  THE  LITTLB  PILLS  BRUMS. 

Washington,  November  18,  1856. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  following  report  concerning 
the  progress  and  the  present  condition  of  the  work  upon  the  bridge 
across  the  Potomac  at  the  Little  Falls,  which  your  department  did 
me  the  honor  to  intrust,  on  the  10th  September  last,  to  my  charge. 

The  work  to  be  done  was  the  construction  of  five  piers  and  one 
abutment  and  the  superstructure  of  six  spans  of  the  bridge.  Two 
spans,  each  160  feet  in  length,  connecting  with  the  Virginia  shore,  had 
already  been  built. 

On  examination  of  the  site  of  the  bridge,  I  determined  to  equalize 
the  length  of  the  remaining  spans,  and  have  accordingly  made  them 
each  172  feet  long. 

Operations  were  commenced  on  the  16th  of  September,  from  which 
date  to  the  11th  of  October  as  large  a  force  as  could  be  economically 
used  was  occupied  in  excavating  for  the  foundations  of  piers  Nob.  3, 
4,  and  5.  This  labor  was  much  greater  than  I  had  anticipated.  The 
rock  which  upon  the  surface  appeared  solid,  proved  to  be  for  the  most 
part  a  mass  of  very  heavy  boulders,  which  had  to  be  remoTed  by 
blasting  to  the  depth  of  from  eight  to  ten  feet  before  the  solid  rock 
was  reached. 

On  the  10th  of  October  the  masonry  was  commenced.  Pier  No. 
3  is  now  completed  to  as  great  a  height  as  it  can  be  economically 
carried  without  the  aid  of  hoisting  machinery.  Pier  No.  4,  is  about 
four  feet  above  the  surface  surrounding  its  foundation,  and  we  are  now 
putting  in  the  foundation  of  pier  No.  5,  which  will  be  level  with  the 
original  surface  in  a  very  few  days  of  favorable  working  weather.  All 
of  the  piers  are  founded  upon  and  bolted  with  \\  inch  iron  to  the 
solid  reck,  and  a  system  of  iron  bolts  will  be  carried  from  the  foun- 
dation to  the  top  of  each  pier  through  the  portions  of  the  work  most 
exposed  to  injury.  The  masonry  is  of  the  description  known  as 
"broken-range  rubble,"  with  square  beds  and  points  and  undressed 
face  ;  the  material  is  the  heaviest  and  best  Little  Falls  gneiss,  laid  in 
full  cement.  The  work,  if  finished  as  it  has  been  begun,  may  be  se- 
curely relied  upon  to  withstand  any  force  that  may  come  against  it. 

Causes  which  I  could  not  control  have  delayed  the  receipt,  until 
within  a  very  few  days,  of  the  spars  for  the  derrick  masts.  Timber 
of  a  proper  description  was  not  to  be  had  in  this  market,  and  had  to 
be  ordered  from  the  Susquehannah.  In  view  of  the  lateness  of  the 
season  and  the  risks  of  the  spring  freshets,  I  have  concluded  not  to 
erect  the  derricks  until  next  spring,  at  such  times  as  we  may  be  rea- 
sonably calculated  to  be  secure  from  interruptions  by  floods,  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  work  only  such  force  of  stonecutters  as  will  secure  for 
the  next  season's  operations  an  ample  supply  of  stone,  enabling  u* 
then  to  press  the  work  forward  vigorously.  With  this  view  a  large 
supply  of  cement  and  sand  has  already  been  laid  in. 

1  have  agreed  with  the  firm  of  Stone,  Quigley  and  Burton,  the  same 
parties  (with  the  addition  of  Mr.  Burton  to  the  firm)  who  built  the 


SECRETARY   OF   THE    INTERIOR.  893 

superstructure  of  the  two  spans  heretofore  completed,  to  build  the 
whole  superstructure  for  a  price  about  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  below  the  estimate  upon  which  the  appropriation  was  based. 
The  contract  is  not  yet  signed,  but  is  ready  for  signing.  The  greater 
part  of  the  timber  for  three  spans  has  been  delivered  in  Georgetown. 
I  require  of  these  contractors,  as  was  required  in  the  case  of  their 
previous  contract,  a  bond  with  two  sureties,  the  penalty  of  the  bond 
being  double  the  amount  of  the  payments  under  the  contract.  Their 
good  nameas  skillful  mechanics  and  faithful  contractors  is  an  additional 
security  on  which  I  rely  with  great  confidence.  They  will  be  able  to 
have  the  superstructure  ready  quite  as  soon  as  the  masonry  will  be 
ready  to  receive  it,  and,  unless  a  very  unfavorable  winter  and  a  late 
spring  freshet  occur  to  retard  the  work,  I  think  its  completion  may 
be  promised  by  the  end  of  July  or  early  in  August  next. 

The  appropriation  may  possibly  hold  out  to  complete  the  work.  I 
fear,  however,   that  there  will  be  a  small  deficiency. 

The  estimate  for  the  superstructure  was  liberal,  but  the  masonry 
cannot  be  done,  except  in  an  unworthy  manner,  at  the  estimated  price 
of  seven  dollars  per  perch.  The  total  allowance  for  all  the  contingent 
expenses  on  work  estimated  at  $74,350  was  only  $650.  The  estimate 
seems  to  have  assumed  that  the  entire  outfit  of  shops,  shantees,  tools, 
machinery  &c,  was  on  hand  to  proceed  directly  with  the  work 
when  the  appropriation  should  be  made  ;  and  probably  when  the  esti- 
mate was  made,  such  was  the  fact ;  all  of  the  original  outfit  was  sold, 
however,  before  the  appropriation  was  made. 

The  abutment  to  be  built  on  the  Maryland  shore  occupies  the  site 
of  the  abutment  of  the  present  bridge  across  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal,  which  of  course  must  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  construction 
of  our  abutment  shall  be  begun.  The  convenience  of  our  own  work 
and  the  accommodation  of  the  travel  will  require  a  temporary  bridge 
over  the  canal. 

The  high  causeway  extending  from  the  tow  paths  back  of  the  canal 
down  to  the  low  grounds  must,  necessarily,  be  in  part  removed,  for 
the  reason  that  it  partially  covers  the  sites  of  two  of  the  piers.  To 
the  extent  of  its  length  and  height  it  operates  as  a  dam,  impeding 
very  materially  the  discharge  of  the  flood  waters,  and  therefore,  for 
the  perfect  security  of  the  bridge,  it  ought  to  be  removed  entirely. 
All  of  these  "contingent  expenses"  are  advisable,  and  some  of  them 
indispensable. 

With  an  additional  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  I  would 
be  sure  of  my  ability  to  complete  and  perfect  the  work.     Whether  it 
be  made  or  not,  every  unnecessary  expenditure  shall  be  avoided. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RANDOLPH  COTLE, 
Civil  Engineer  in  charge  of  Little  FaUs  Bridge. 
Hon.  Robert  McClbllan, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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PLAN  OF  THE  NEW  JAIL  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

BY  EDWARD  CLABK,  ARCHITECT. 

Washington,  D.  C.  Nov.  13,  1856. 

Sir:  In  conformity  to  your  directions,  I  herewith  submit  plans  for 
the  "new  jail  for  the  District  of  Columbia."  It  is  proposed  to  place 
the  building  in  the  centre  of  a  large  lot,  surrounded  oy  walls,  so  that 
no  communication  with  the  prisoners  can  be  effected  from  the  outside ; 
this  arrangement  will  afford  them  a  yard  and  garden  for  exercise,  one 
portion  of  which  should  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  witnesses  and 
others. 

The  building  as  proposed  will  be  on  the  radiating  plan :  that  is, 
the  corridors  converge  to  one  point,  from  which  a  view  can  be  had  of 
all  the  cell  doors,  thus  rendering  supervision  comparatively  easy. 

At  present  there  will  be  only  one  corridor,  but  provision  has  been 
made  for  one  also  in  the  rear,  in  case  a  future  extension  may  become 
necessary.  There  are  fifty-two  cells  on  each  floor,  and  twenty-six  on 
one  side  of  the  basement,  making  in  all  one  hundred  and  eighty-two ; 
the  other  side  of  the  basement  will  be  used  for  a  kitchen,  store-rooms, 
workshops,  laundry,  &c,  &c. 

The  cells  are  7  feet  wide  by  13  long  by  9  feet  high,  with  a  window 
in  each,  6  feet  from  the  floor;  a  water  closet,  wash  basin,  provision 
for  heating  by  hot  water  or  steam,  and  a  supply  of  cold  air  from  the 
exteiior,  (which  can  be  regulated  by  the  prisoner,)  will  be  attached  to 
each. 

Those  in  the  upper  stories  will  be  approached  by  light  iron  stairs 
and  galleries. 

The  cells  will  be  properly  ventilated  by  means  of  the  employment 
of  the  triangular  rooms  near  the  centre  of  the  building  as  ventilating 
shafts,  inside  of  which  tubes  of  boiler  plate  will  be  placed,  extending 
the  entire  height  of  the  building,  into  which  the  smoke  from  the  fur- 
naces and  kitchen  will  be  conveyed ;  this  will  necessarily  raise  the  tern- 
Serature  of  the  column  of  air  in  the  shafts,  and  as  the  exhausting 
ues  open  into  them  proper  ventilation  will  be  insured. 

The  jailor' 8  residence,  guards'  rooms,  business  offices  and  infirmary, 
will  be  in  the  central  projection. 

It  is  proposed  to  build  the  front  of  this  projection  and  all  the  dress- 
ings of  split  granite  ;  the  remainder  of  the  exterior  walls  will  be  of 
rubble  stone  ;  those  of  the  interior  brick. 

It  may  be  well  to  observe  as  regards  location,  that  great  care  should 
be  taken  to  select  an  elevated  and  healthy  one;  this  would  not  only 
be  an  essential  but  an  economical  precaution,  as  it  would  cost  more  to 
fill  up  some  of  the  lots  in  the  proposed  neighborhood,  and  to  drive 

{riles  on  which  to  construct  the  building,  than  ten  or  fifteen  acres  of 
and  might  cost  in  a  more  suitable  position,  and  at  no  greater  distance 
from  the  court-house. 

The  cost  of  the  above  structure  is  estimated  at  $150,000 
Attention  having  been  called  to  the  want  of  accommodation  for  the 
criminal  court,  it  would  be  advisable  to  extend  the  north  arm  of  the 
eastern  front,  City  Hall,  in  order  to  accomplish  this  object. 
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This  improvement  will  make  a  symmetrical  finish  of  the  exterior, 
and  cost  thirty  thousand  dollars,  ($30,000.) 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  CLARK. 

Architect. 
Hon.  Robert  McClelland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Marshal's  Office, 
Washington,  November  18,  1856. 

Sir  :  Taking  the  six  first  months  of  the  years  1854-' 55  and  1856, 
I  find  the  average  number  of  United  States  prisoners  confined  in  jail 
as  follows : 

For  the  year  1854,  average  per  day 58 

For  the  year  1855, do do 59 

For  the  year  1856, do. do 69 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  has  been  any  material  annual  increase. 
The  number  confined  varies;  at  times  there  may  not  be  more  than  40, 
and  at  others  the  number  has  been  upas  high  as  130.  This,  of  course, 
is  for  a  few  days  only. 

To  meet  any  contingencies  the  growth  of  the  District  may  hereafter 
demand,  I  would  recommend  that  accommodations  for  at  least  160  be 
estimated  for. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

J.  D.  HOOVER, 

Marshal 
Hon.  Robert  McClelland. 

Secretary  of  the  Interim . 
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